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ADVERTISEMENT. 


As to the plan of this, Work, or the nature and arrangement of itjl 
Contents, nothing needs now be said ; nor is it, it is presumed, no* 
cessary to say much respecting its execution. Tire reader needs takft 
but very little trouble in comparing these Debates with any other that 
have been published for the same period ; he has only to look at the 
report of the proceedings of any one Day, particularly where Speech^ 
of considerable length and importance occur, to convince him of 
correctness of what was stated in the Advertisement of the preceding 
Volume j to wit, that this is the only compilation at all likely to 
garded as an authentic Record of the Legislative‘Proceedings of t|l& 
present time. The Accounts laid before Parliament arc even more 
numerous, and more commodiously arranged in this volume than *tt 
the preceding one, and the Editor feels confident, that this part of thO 
Work, which is without so much as an imitation in any other com- 
p’lation of the kind, will be found to merit a continuance of that 
high commendation which has already been bestowed on it. It is hardly 
necessary to add, that a Work which has, in the course of only on® 
session, obtained so decided a superiority over every other, in point 
ot sale as well as of public approbation, will be continued with that 1 
activity and perseverance whlcb abegjnhibg M auspicious is calculate 
to produce. 
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During the Second Session of the Second Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Grestf-ISritain and Ireland, and of the Kingdom 
of Great-Britain the Nineteenth, appointed to meet at Westminster* 
the Sixth Pay of October* 1803; and from thence continued, by 
several Prorogations, to the Twenty-second Day of November, in 
the Forty-fourth Year of the Reign of King GEORGE the Third* 
Annoquo Domini, 1803. 
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[ Mi nvtim. j — Thur Lord«Irp-» met this 
cloy puisnant 10 adjournment.—The Earl of 
Vv estmeaih, one of the Irish representative 
p* and 1 .oui Grey de Ilowie, were sworn 
and took their seats,—Mr. Fowler, from the 
commissioners of the customs, presented An 
Account of the balances and an ears due, 
from the several collectors at the ports in 
England, on the ot h of January last, as far 
as the same could be made up. Ordcied to 
lie on the tabic.—The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages.— 
The order fur committing the Scotch bank 
bill was discharged, and renewed for to¬ 
morrow.—The Earl of Dartmouth reported 


committee proceeded to discuss the clauses 
and provisions of the bill. 

Lord Granville proposed several amend¬ 
ments. One of these related to the exemp¬ 
tions, aild which, in particular, gave rise to 
a discussion of some length. The noble 
lord observed, it should be cleat and ex¬ 
plicit, how far the exemptions, in certain 
cases, weie meant to be extended. This 
was by no means the ca<e, as the bill then 
stood : as, to qualify for these, it was ne¬ 
cessary that retrfcnsof ceitain attendances at 
exercise, fcc should be made at three dis¬ 
tinct periods of the year j the first of those 
was on or before the 1st of Jan. in each 
year, and the last was on the 21st of Sept. 
How a return could be made before the 1st 
of Jan. in each year, was to him inexplica¬ 
ble, yet so it was provided in the bill ; andj 
with respect to those volunteers who did not 


his Majtstv’s answer to a recent address of 
their lordships, respecting the production of 
certain state papeis, the pr*-p» { r » which 
was, tint his Majesty ' r -oul<l give, d-rtetions 
accordingly. 

[VotUNTl fcR CoNSOLTt) 'TH>N hlLL,] — 
The order of the day being lead, for the 
house* to resolve itself into a committee upon 
this bill, 

L Cicnville observed, that with respect 
to a w r) important ubjtct, toimng a part 
ot the }.d sent bill, and \\ Inch had under- 
r M,1f scu.t'd'scussion previous to the reccsfi, 
js not Ids intention to offer any observa¬ 
tions vp< n it in the commiuer, as he pro¬ 
posed, on a future day, to bring in *a bill 
upon the subject.—Their lordships then 
\sent into a committee upon tjie JbiU, Lord 
W jbingham in the chair. The considers* 
lion of the preamble being postponed, the 


Aom. 


attend the days of exeicLe, &c. until after 
the 21st of Sept., as numbers of the working 
people could not, on account of the harvest* 
or other necessary occupations, great doubts 
obtained as the law at piesent stood. With 
a view to obviate these doubts, and to place 
that part of The measure under some syste¬ 
matic regulation, he moved an amendment 
to the effect, that no volunteers included in 
the ieturns made between the 1st of May 
1803, and the 1st of May 1804, should be 
liable to any ballot which took place before 
The J$t of Aug. 1 §04. v 

Lord Ihnvkesbury observed, that a great 
deal cf what fell from the noble lord referred 
I to the principle of the bill, and not to any 
part which could regularly fall under the 
S nsideration ot a committee. The opera¬ 
tion of the bill Was to be chiefly*prospective j 
its object was to repeal the existing acts 
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mfytf Vtbb to provide a system 

for the fiittire feguUtion of the volunteer^ 
corps He disapproved of the noble lord’s 
amendment. , *' 

Lord Harrow by made some general ob¬ 
servations upon what he considered as the 
total want of system or consistency in the ' 
condort of ministers with respect to the 
volunteer coips, and adverted to certain 
parts of the bill, in illustration of his po¬ 
sitions 

The Lord Chancellor , in debating those 
amendments, took an opportunity of con¬ 
demning a practice which had ptetty gene¬ 
rally prevailed, not only among their lord 
fehipp, but in another assembly also, and 
which had evm found its way into various 
publications; he meant tint which went to I 
ifopute to the negligence or incapacity of 
his Majesty’s law officers, all the confusion ! 
and inconsistency that was to be found in 
the various acts of parliament that were 
passed by the legislature from time to time. 
He could assert, from experience, that but 
-few of those errors proceeded from them. 
But the fact was, that a bill, which was of¬ 
ten prepared with the greatest care, under¬ 
went so many modifications in its pi ogress 


Lord Grenville proposed an amendment, 
tending to prevent any further increase ol 
the volunteer force, by omitting that part 
of the bill which authorizes his Majesty to 
accept the services of any corps that in his 
discretion he may deem proper. lord- 

ship supported his amendment by arguments 
drawn iiom the actual number of the vo¬ 
lunteers, being no leas iu Great Biitam than 
300 . 000 , and rhe injury that any further 
addition to it must produce to other parts of 
our defence, and paiticularly to the army 
and militia. His lordship was supported by 
Farls Spencer and Carnarvon, Lords King 
and Dm nit v, and opposed by the Loid 
Chancellor, Karls Hornn^y, Winclielscj, 
"Westmorland, Lords Hawkesbuty, Hobart, 
Auckland, lions, and several other noble 
peers, on the grounds that it was indispen¬ 
sably necessary tor the preservation ot a sys¬ 
tem, the admirable tendency ot which was 
I generally admitted, that his Majesty should 
i be vested with a power sufficient to counter- 
! act the possible ill r fleets of the principle of 
j resignation; and that, they contended, 
could only be effected by giving his Majesty 
authority to accept of service fiom new 
corps. Tlic amendment was rejected after 


through both the houses, and received so a long discussion. 

many amendments from what was called, Lord Grenville next moved an addition to 
Low properly or not he would not take upon j the same clause, by which his Majesty 
himself to say, the conjunctive wisdom of j should be resfi icted iiom accepting the ser- 
parliament, that it not uniVequently became, ; vice ot any greater number ot volunteers 
to a certain degree, inexplicable. As little j than what they should amount to at the 
did he approve of the frequent remarks that i passing of this act. As the house seemed 
were made oft the opinions of Ins Majesty’s j to disapprove of lettering the discretion ot 
law officers on subject* of law. Did noble , his Majesty ns to the acceptance of future 
lords consider that these law officers (the 1 offers of service, the noble lord thought tint 


'Attorney and Solicitor-General), were sworn : 
to give their advice and opinion jiidiciafly to 1 
Lis Majesty ? And, whenever they had done 
iso, he'thought it would have been belter if 
the good old practice had been adhered to, j 
and "that the govt., which acted upon such i 
advice, should have declared that such was J 
, their opinion, and not to have thrust forward 
upon most occasions, the opinions of those 
two law officer*, as if they were not to be 
Supported by the rest of his Majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters. Whenever the executive, govt chose 
/ apply lo those officers for their legal ad¬ 
vice, it would be proper in that govt., if 
such advice were approved of and adopted, 
to promu gate it to the country as their own 
; opinion. His lordship paid some handsome 
to he ability and industry of 
• ’the Attorney and Solicitor-General, in which 
•‘he wa$ joined by lords Grenville and Hay- 
yowby, who disclaimed any intention of, in* 

: tihutting any thing to the prejudice of per- 
whom they highly respected. 


the least injurious mode of keeping up the 
number would be by filling up vacancies in 
the old corps as they should occur, and not 
by accepting offers ftom new corps. His 
lordship's amendment \cas rejected. 

\\ hen the clause relative to the exemp¬ 
tions was read, 

I.ord Grenville called the attention of their 
lordships to an amendment which he had to 
propose. Although he might be induced to 
agree lo the principle of granting exemp¬ 
tions in certain cases, he could not, by any 
consideration, bring himself to consent to 
the extension of them to the individuals of 
corps which might be enrolled hereafter. 
The conduct of govt, in the adoption of the 
measure, was very contradictory ; for, alter 
all the, checks and difficulties which they 
had thrown in the way of the volunteer sys¬ 
tem, after attempting to counteract, by cir- 
| cular letters and other means, the increase 
of the volunteer corps, they now came for¬ 
ward for the purpose of augmenting the 




*>] 1 ARL. DEBATES, April $, 1804. —Volunteer Consolidation Bill* HJ 


numbers, by carrying the exemptions to a 
greater length than was at first intended, and 
admitted by themselves to be impolitic. 
They were, in reality, rescinding their own, 
acts; and the effect, he had no doubt, would 
ultimately prove injurious to the ballot lbr 
the militia and the army of reserve. After 
a recapitulation of several arguments which 
lie formerly used, his lorcUhip concluded 
willi moving an amendment to the clause, 
“ that the words, ‘ to be enrolled hereafter/ 
be left out.” 

Lord Ilawhcsbuiy opposed the amend¬ 
ment, and entered at some length into the 
nature and constitution of the volunteer 
force, and the circumstances under which it 
had b^en formed ] fe defended the grant¬ 
ing of the exemptions from the reasonable- 
mss of the th'ng, that volunteers should 
hue them whose services were extended to 
every part of the kingdom, in the same 
lunnnei as those of the militia. It was pro¬ 
per that these exemptions should be con¬ 
tinued to any corps that might hereafter be 
formed, in order to have them all on the 
xime footing,'especially as it was not at 
present in contemplation to increase the 
numbers of the volunteers. 

Lord Harroiuby spoke in favour of the 
amendment, and against the exemptions. 
He thought ministers reprehensible fur fluc¬ 
tuation and inconsistency. Though they 
found th* volunteer system in part esta¬ 
blished, yet the circumstances of the couu- 
fry, under which that system was set on foot 
by his Majesty’s former confidential servants, 
we;e very different from the present, Till 
now invasion was never seriously expected. 
Though he thought ilie amendment right, 
lu; acknowledged he did not see any consi¬ 
derable practicable consequences, as it 
seemed to be the intention of his Majesty’s 
ministers not to extend the number of vo¬ 
lunteers. 

Lord Iiobnrt supported the clause as it 
originally stood, and stated the motives of 
his conduct in writing the letter of the 20th 
of June, or rather the postscript of it. As 
far as he could at that time d.vine the in¬ 
tention of himself and colleagues, he 
thought it was likely the exemptions would 
be denied. He, therefore, conceived It would 
be the safest mode to repress any expecta¬ 
tion of that sort in the volunteers. 

Karl l r it%william was in favour of the 
amendment, and thought the exemptions 
extremely injudicious. f 

The Lord Chancellor entered into a minute 
defence of the clause. The question, he 
said, was, whether it was politic at this mo¬ 
ment to extend the exemptions to such vo¬ 


lunteers as might in future be broiled ? He 
^conceived it was j and; therefore, the mea¬ 
sure had his support. In fact, the exemp¬ 
tions now contended for were, by this very 
act, lodged in the discretion of the crown. 

Lord Caernarvon opposed the clause, and 
thought that discretion of the crown that 
wri to b« exercised by his Majesty's present 
ministers should he carefully guarded a- 
gainst. The ba’lot he thought oppressive 
and unjust. 

Lord King said, that in the parallels drawn 
between the volunteers of last war and this, 
it was always forgotten, that ip the last war 
th~. exemptions did not apply till the militia 
was complete. In this, the volunteer system 
was coexistent with the ballot for the mi¬ 
litia. The exemptions, lie thought, injuri¬ 
nous, aud supported the amendment. 

Lord BoHon ihought the exemptions origi¬ 
nally wrong, but as they could not now be 
taken away without introducing variation of 
service in the same corps, he was against the 
amendment. 

Lord JCeatmorland was decidedly against 
the amendment, thinking the exemption 
useful. He could not conceive how the re¬ 
cruit mg of the regular army oculd be im¬ 
peded by it ; and as to ballots, unless no 
man was to be found in the parish, he did 
not see how the militia, or army oi : reserve, . 
were losers 

Karl Spencer defended the amendment/ 
and pointed out the inconsistency and im¬ 
policy of the clause. It materially affected 
the recruiting the regular army* as by nar¬ 
rowing the number to which ballots fur the 
militia and army of reserve applied, the. 
prices for substitutes were increased, and of 
course the competition' of the recruiting 
parties tor the army was injured, 

* Lord Auckland supported the original 
clause on t he ground of its justice, Consisten¬ 
cy and policy. 

Lord Grenville replied to the arguments 
advanced against his amendments: as to Va¬ 
riation of service in the same corps, nothing 
was more common now. This was evidently 
the case with supernumeraries’of all sorts, 
and, with respect to the exemptions of this 
act, some men who served 5 days had one 
exemption* those who served 20 another. 
In short, these variations were common. 
He refuted with great force and happy ef¬ 
fect, the assertion of the noble lord who , 
spoke last, and shewed that nothing could, 
be more unjust, inconsistent, or impolitic 
titan the clause in question, 

*Lord Witichehea considered all the volun¬ 
teers entitled to exemptions, both in point 
of justice and of gratitude. Besides tho^ 
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- $ 13 *e that they- gave up to acqune military 
discipline, ifae expanses hi h cv^iy colun- 
tm mcmrtd wa* grt itei thin would hive 
tysrn suficent to puichase the exemptions, 
by %nb^cnl> nk, to nulnnnii) hunselt agmnst 
being liawn n the union cr fcimy of rtserve 
Loi^ Rm nej uppoit d the clause on near¬ 
ly thr same ground IK however expressed 
an opinion, that a paodi gieater volunteer 
force should be raided, and pariiruhrly in 
the mm’ime c nanties, md he thought thcM? 
who should in future join were equally e i- 
titled to esc options 

Lari Camden thought, tbit cngirnlly tJ e 
volunteer arm\ might Inve been raised wi^fl¬ 
out grating those exemptions, hut nnce 
they were gi uited to the volunteers now 
existing, he thought they should be also 
extended to tho3e who might in futuie bt 
joined to tbtm Lie agreed with ihe noble 
krd who spokt last, that there should be a 
considerable increase of volunteer force in 
the maritime counties This was, hesiti, 
almost the unanimous wish ot tip noblemen 
and gentlemen of the county of Ken*, at a 
public meeting which he bid attended — 
The house thro divided on the cl lose as it 
G jginalty stood 

C ontents * - - - 41 

Non contents - - - 11 


#OU>L OF COMMONS 
Ihinsdiy, Aptl 5 

[Minutes]— Tins day the house nut 
pursuant to adjournment — \ nuivv w is 
received from the srcretaiy of *d tc s of] ce 
for Irelmd, p eventing An Account of the 
exports and imports,pursuance of a pre¬ 
vious order ot the house—A message ua^ 
received from the Lords, announcing their 
coiicurtence with the innkeepers allowance 
bill, and several other public and privue 
bills that had pmed flu house pievicusly 
to the recess —Mr Off evey moved, tli n the 
older of tliediy of the 17ilunsrant, for ta¬ 
king into consideration the petition agmnst 
*1*5 undue election of the couniy of Stirling 
be read, in ord#r to be disthaigcd Ihe 
order having been read and discharged ac¬ 
cordingly, the hem member then fpoved, 
that the petition be t»k<n into consideration 
puTuewhy the Miy,which w agieH 

to -* Mr Secant fee, in puisuai ceof aiormer 
brder ot ^'hbuse, brought up lists of such 
tohtia ^SNps in Jieland as hid volunteered 

t ##fvue$ to Giek-Hritain, whdiwnt 
4 to he 4 on the t ible, and to be print* 
*me use of rhe mernbeis —Sir J. An- 
1 , in pursuance of a former order of 


1S04 — Lishari Ekeiiori . 

the house, brought up certain account-* ic- 
lating to the aimed shipping of ti c c ountr>, 
which were ordcud 11 be punk * —Mr 
VinsitUrt moved fu th piodu non of the 
accounts of the outstan 1 ng ochiquti 
bil s d last jear, which was acuihngh 
ordered—Mr Coir> brought in a bill to 
'irnend the exiting hw for the better regu¬ 
lation ot the 1 nen manufactory in Irdmd, 
wl ich was teal i firs{ an i oulercl lo be 
read a second tune to morro v - li ( ouy 
moved that the lush flax seed bill be printed, 
\vhuh wis accoiringl) m I ltd — I rd 
Cistleicyh, in j orauanu ot a previous oi 
der of tnehnire brenght up i cc | v < i the 
correspond i ct tint In i ukt n pi ne b it ten 
the govt of In In, and the Kin, of C uidy, 
in relation to tin c iuse r of tlu j lescnt wir, 
which was ordered to be printed—Mr ler 
gns in pur uarce ot \ former okU i, present 
ed certain acco mt» tiom the t v < isf OOn e, 
wh ch w is ordtrel to he on the t tole — I hr 
Dublin pohec bill was read a second time 
and ordciui to be committed 

[Lisi i a d l 111 tion ]—Mi yiniltr 
moved, tint tin order of the diy \n it- 
summg the adjourned debate on the elution 
of Liskeird be read, which having bcui 
read actoi li igl\, 

f he SfM J tecallcd the 'attention of the 
house to he si mtion of the debits on the 
diy <f is u onrrment Hit orignil mo 
non we-*, th t the oi ler of th d \ fi i t kn g 
into coi sick irt on tlr pet turn of Mr Hu - 
kiisnnoith Qth m->t nt b r i 1 in oulu t i 
be dis n i^^d —Ihe question th uf u hi 
v ii g b f n i c or 1 ugly put, th it the si d oi - 
df r be di'schaig^ d, 

Mr Punot^ln ro t, atjd opposed tin hs 
d arge of theoidei He umui heiteu pir 
tuuhilyon ihe incon-t trim ol Mr bhc- 
ii Jin s opposing, n *h« first in Hum the le¬ 
gality of theutuin, and on tl n A diy 
objecting to ihe legally of the d (tion 
lie c intended, that the petition of M if us 
kivson (hd not complun cj( n do iblt u turn, 
but of tht uuomenirncy of beiti^ j> e\cnted 
from taking h s sc- 1 1, by means ot is iudulc 
annexed to t’e indenture ol hi, d cuon, 
pin porting to be a returi,but whuli in iur, 
was nothing as it had not been 1 gdiy sign¬ 
ed by the n tun mg officer !L 1 * i the 
more stiess upon tins, a* nnthei of ih pe¬ 
titions denied the mi)or to be the Itgd re¬ 
turning ( fftetr* 'Xhe question to be tried 
by the committee wis quite crime tent to 
the Imusr, as Mr She rid n hid gnen up 
the double return, and conclude lb) urging, 
thit there was no reason \ Intcvcr fur dis¬ 
charging the order in qqtstun 

Ihe Secret ary at fCar stakd, that he had 
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formerly moved the adjournment, In order 
that members, as there existed some difficulty 
in regaid to the rules of the house on the 
subject, might have time to make up their 
minds, and to ascertain the usual practice of 
the house in such cases. '1 he hop. gem, 
w ho had just sat down, ho thought, had gone 
much further tha.n he ought, as the decision 
of tire house oh a former day in referring 
the question of return to a committee had 
completely superceded every opinion in that 
respect. But the petition of Mr. Huskisson, 
Ire contended, did complain of a double re¬ 
turn, or a lhlse return, which to all intents 
and pm poses was the same thing, so far as 
the pioceedings of the house wore concern¬ 
ed, and which equally required the appoint¬ 
ment of n committee. He mgued farther, 
that Mr. Sheridan might withdraw his peti¬ 
tion against the return, and support, not¬ 
withstanding, the rights of his election. The 
right lion. grnt. adverted minutely to every 
objection that could be stalled, and con¬ 
cluded by warmly supporting the motion. 

Mr. Henderson could not be convinced, 
notwithstanding all that had been said, that 
tiie return in question was a double return ; 
not a single allegation even in Mr. Sheridan's 
petition went to make a double return of 
such a nature as required the interference of 
the Grenville act. He argued dial the con¬ 
duct of the shot iff was highly culpable, and 
adduced several cases, to shew that the house 
ought not to be deprived of the presence of 
pumbers, either from caprice tn the electors, 
or obstinacy in a disappointed candidate. 
He argued that no return was good, unless 
signed by the returning officer j but the 
rtturn in question was not only not signed, 
but was positively refused to be signed by the 
mayor, who was allowed on all hands to be 
the returning officer. 

Mr. Sheridan , at some length, repelled 
the various objections that had been offered. 
He maintained that Mr. Hu^kissoffs petition 
did complain of a double return, and turned 
over to the words which he apprehended 
must admk of that construction: At any 
rate the double return had been already re¬ 
cognized by the house, in as much a$ they 
had sent it to a committee. So fat 1 was the 
conduct of the sheriff to be condemned* 
that measures were now taking against the' 
mayor, on account of his obstinacy, in re¬ 
fusing to sign the return in Question. The 
double return, however,was not the sfyape in 
which they wished the business to go to the 
committee. They wished the right only to 
be considered certain, that in that respect 
they must have a very decided superiority. 

Mr. IV. Du 71 das opposed the motion 
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from the inconvedierlcy of keeping the 
house empty by such fneasures, and defeat¬ 
ing the legal representation of the country. 
He would appeal to both parties if the, 
schedule in question Was not a paper which 
they ton Id both wish had never existed * 
but as he already perceived the inclinations 
of the house, lie was unwilling trespass 
on their time.—The question was then put 
and carried, that the order should be disn 
charged. And on the motion of Mr. She* 
rkhn, that the said'petition be taken into 
consideration on the 3 d of May next, the 
day appointed for the consideration of Mr. 
Sheridan’s petition. 

Mr. Burroughs then moved, according to 
a standing ofder of the house* that the peti¬ 
tion of Mr. Huskisson be heard first, as 
they were now both fixed for lhe same day. 

The Speaker begged leave to remind the 
hon. gem- that the standing order of the 
house, to which he had alluded, applied only 
to the conduct of committees iq regard to 
the priority in question. 

Mr. Somers Cox moved, that the order for 
the consideration, of the right be now read, 
in order that it might be postponed to the 
same day fixed for the petitions. His rea¬ 
son was, that the parties that would be in 
consequence of this business brought up to 
London, might, not be detained longer than, 
was absolutely necessary. 

. The Secretary at JVar observed, that, if the 
question of right was once ascertained, the 
Other two questions would follow of course, 
m<[ would therefore save the trouble of any 
farther attendance of witnesses. 

Mr. Sheridan did not think, that any wit¬ 
nesses that might be brought up would re¬ 
fuse their farther attendance. 

Mr Cox then stated that, on account of 
the thinness of the house, he was willing to 
withdraw hU 'Ypotion, and gave notice that 
he would again bring it forward to-mor¬ 
row. 

Mr. Sheridan presented another petition 
respecting the LUkeard election, which wax 
ordered to be taken into consideration with 
the others, formerly presented, on the 3 d of 
May* next* 

HOOSE OP LORDS. 

. r J Flriiqy, April 6. 

[lyinsuTEs.] — The. comittee upon the 
Irish ^priests and deacon’s bill, whrch stood 
for this day* was, on the suggestion, of the 
Bishop of Sf. Asaph, postponed till'Thors* 

, day.—On the motion of LordAuckland, cert- 
tain accoVmts rcspecting the capital, &£> of 
the Scotch bank were ordered to be laid be-, 
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fore the. house; these were moved for, 

, feis lordship Observed, from no inclination on 
frig part to oppose the messuie, but from 
the accounts moved tor be.ng necessary, re 
understood, for the due il ustratton of he 
*ubiect.—The bankers bill, and the Irish 
militia families provision bill, were brought , 
"up by Mr. Alexander from the commonsi.-- 
Three private bills were brought up by Mr. 
Duncombe and other gentlemen ; t rese were 
severally read a first time.-On the motion 
of the Bishop of St. Asaph all the 'orris pre¬ 
sent during this session were ordered to be 
members of the committee on the St. 1 an¬ 
ew* poor bill. .. 

r V OLCKT KER Co N SOM PAT IO N Kll.I. J — 
The house having resolved itself into a com¬ 
mittee on this bib, and the clause being read, 
which provides that volunteers -hall be 
“ exempt from serving in any additional 
force, raised, or to be raised, for the dr- 
if,nee of the realm, under any actor the last 

session of parliament,” 

Earl Spence) nvved to add the words, or 
* in an act that may be passed in the present, 
or any subsequent session of parliament. 

He obseived, that by an act of the 43 d of 
the King, exemptions were given to the vo¬ 
lunteers from any force to oe raised by vir¬ 
tue of any future act of parliament $ that 
' act would be repealed by tills, and the vo¬ 
lunteers would have no other exemption 
than dial which was provided for by this bill, 
which would he only from such additional 
force as might be raided under the acts of 
future session. Any additional force that 
might be raised under future ads, they 
would not be exempt from. This was nar- 
rowing the exemptions to which the taitli 
of parliament was pledged. In railing a 
corps in bis own neighbourhood, he had 
stated to the persons whom he invited to be¬ 
come members of it, as it was his duty to 
do, the exemptions of the act or the 43 d of 
the King, as part of their compensation 
4 for their services. If his amendment 
$ should be rejected, what would it be his 
■I duty now to do ? To tell those very per- 
*pn$, that he had believed parliament would 
‘ hsve kept iu faith with them, but it had 
V Jjioit.1 The time at which govt, propose to 
away the volunteers’ exemptions from 
s' service in any additional force to be raised 
future acts of parliament, made this 

faith morfi sirikin S» silJce 

declared their intention of ballot- 
y|g§|f^fcr then, to form a body, to supply the ^ 
the, line with reCruits; ami this is 
L t {^tatipeiu iystem for a new* 
Sw^'.iWtrve.' 

, ^objected to t'fce a- 


mendment, because it went to continue a 
practice, become too frequent or Jateyeais ^ 
of binding future patliaments. 1 he power 
of parliament could not be bound, as, at all 
future times, it must be left to its discre¬ 
tion j and the honour of parliament ought 
not to he bound, without strong necessity. 
In the present case, he saw no reason tor 
such pledge, because he conceived the con¬ 
struction of the clause, as it now stands, 
would exempt volunteers fiom any addition¬ 
al foice, raised under any new act, unices 
such act should specifically take away that 
exemption. The only proper way in which 
parliament could bind itself, would be by 
declaring the exemption when such new act 
come to be passed. 

Lord Grevvii't did noUleny the power of 
pailiament to recall its pledge, although ho 
was not one oi thuse who uwd the foolish* 
and he had al nost said impious, phrase of 
the omnipotence oi parliament. But this 
could o dy he, in some such case', as it would 
be difficult to suppose or argue so generally. 
And that parliament might widely bind itself, 
in the way he h id v Iri a- y limited, was plain 
in the rase of the laws which secure ihe 
public creditor. He did not think it prudent 
to intmduce the question of parliament not 
keeping its faith, as it might be supposed to 
express something not in the rontt mplitiou 
of the speaker. The only point here was, 
whether the promise was one to which par¬ 
liament would continue to pledge its farh ? 
And lie; would confess, he could wearily con*, 
cqjive any one which so imperious flc.njndcd 
such explicit declaration and pledge l he 
vote of parliament was a record to which the 
public creditor could resort in the ca-»e of 
money ; and, in the present instance, it 
would be a record of the same nature to the 
volunteer. H the amendment should be re¬ 
jected, the record which is the pledge to 
the volunteer, would be withdrawn, and 
every man of plain understanding would 
conclude that parliament docs not intend to 
continue those exemptions ii had promised 
by the former act. The clause, as it now 
stands, alters the extent of the exemptions, 
the persons to whom exemptions are given, 
and the conditions on which they aie 
givfcn. 

The Earl of Caernarvon said, if the amend¬ 
ment was rejected, the good faith of parlia¬ 
ment would ntyv be actually broken ; and 
it would be impossible longer for any man 
to plare arty confidence in parliament. J,t 
was not for the bouse to say, parliament will 
Keep its faith with the volunteers, when any 
additional force comes to be raised under 
future acta. No ! the faith of parliament was 
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to be kept now, by continuing the exemp¬ 
tions of the former act 5 or broken now, by 
passing the present clause. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he had con¬ 
tended for the only way in which the f.iith 
nl parliament could be preserved. His lord- 
ship then repeated hi. former arguments. 

Kart Spencer rose to say, how impossible 
it was for him to express his surprise at the 
argument of the noble and learned lord. He 
Lad never heard any thing which did so much 
surprise him. He considered it as a subter¬ 
fuge, to take away the volunteers exemp¬ 
tions, by legal distinctions and subtleties. If 
the clause parsed, he should look upon hhn- 
j-elf as having been tricked into kidnapping 
men by false oifers. His personal pledge 
would be destroyed, and the filth of pa ilia - 
iuent violated. lie saw their lordships 
thought him warm. But so highly did lie 
prize the honour of, parliament, he would 
lather see his own |K;rsonal honour tarnished 
than that of parliament, and . e hoped every 
one who heard him would know ho.v valu¬ 
able his honour was «o him. It might be 
said the volunteer may n igu iltheyaie 
now dissatisfied with th° virpuous. It 
ought never to be so put. He did nor, how¬ 
ever, think they wool a resign. He knew 
too well their zeal and courage. But surely 
this was not a reason for depriving them of 
any benefits that had been promised them. 

The Lord Chancellor said, the noble earl 
had argued as it he hod advised parliament 
to trick the volunteers of their exemptions, 
by what he was pleased to call legal subter¬ 
fuge and subtleties. lie would inform the 
noble carl, th \t he^ad as high a regard to 
the honour of parliament and to ins own ho¬ 
nour, as the noble earl ; and he meant by 
that to express his feelings of the injustice 
done him, since lie could not wish for a i 
higher character, as a public man, nor a 
higher character s a private man, than that 
of his lordship, lie begged leave to restate* 
his argument, if he might presume to call it; 
fcuch. His lordship then repeated his former 
atgument 

Lord Ellcnborough objected to the amend¬ 
ment on the same principle as the Lord Chan- 
ceilor. 

The Duke of Montrose > lamented the 
warmth which had entered into the debate. 
He wis sony to see noble lords agitated ip 
the manner the house had witnessed. He 
wished hn itoble frLends to consider, this 
amendment candidly ; and he confessed, he 
saw it as a reasonable and just demand of the 
noble earl in behalf of the volunteers.—-A 
long conversation followed this j after which. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that if the 
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amendment was adopted, all the volunteers 
who might be hereafter raised, would be en¬ 
titled to the exemptions from any additional 
force to be raised under future acts, as well 
as those to whom the promise of parliament 
had been made, which watt beyond the 
scope of the noble earls aigumcnt. He, * 
therefore, recommended the noble earl tor 
withdraw this amendment ; and suffering 
the clause to pass, to move an amendment 
afterwards, specifically to give the volun¬ 
teers*, now in existence, the exemption con¬ 
tended l»,r. 

Eail Spencer said. govt, had chosen to con¬ 
tend, and the house had resolved, that all 
the volunteers that might hen-after be raised, 
should be entitled to the same exemptions as 
those now existing. He had not intn du.ed 
that question to be le-argued. * He was, 
therefore, bound to take that as he found it 
by the decision last nignt; and to make the 
amendment generally.—The house divided 
on the amendment, 

Contents - - - 14 

Non-contents - - 34 

Majority - - - 20 

Lord Grenville said, he rose for the pur¬ 
pose of proposing another amendment, which 
both justice and policy required. By the re¬ 
turns on the table, the wole number of vo¬ 
lunteers amounted to 300 or 380,(XX). A- 
mong these the same returns specified about 
4 or 5,OCX), who originally tendered their 
services generally, unclogged by any condi¬ 
tion of exemption whatever. Though averse 
for the reasons stated last night to the princi- ' 
pie of exemption, it was not to be supposed 
that he could think its extension to so incon¬ 
siderable a portion of the volunteers would 
be of any material consequence, much less 
could those noble lords who seemed, last 
night, to think so little of the number ofvo- 
lunteers, when those who, on account of 
age and families, were exempted, were de¬ 
ducted, would icmain subject to the ballots 
for the army of reserve and militia. It was 
true, he did not confide implicitly in the ac¬ 
curacy of the fyurns as to either class, but 
still the number of volunteers, of the descrip¬ 
tion to which he now referred, was known 
to be very inconsiderable. Such as they were*, 
in point of numbers, it was. however, ob¬ 
vious, that in point of zeal and spirit* they 
stood distinguished highly to their advan¬ 
tage, Govt, however, wholly unmindful of 
this circumstance, proceeded ip their con¬ 
duct towards this meritorious class qf volun¬ 
teers with a kind of Jewish; rigidly. Sncb 
ww», flje letter of »&eir 
must fulfil it;' : "Whetf 
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case of’tfti* description, of claiming exemp¬ 
tion, their revision and advice is altogether ot 
. ■ » __ riapo not at all oar take* 


; " tb fuE’S ! £»p~pf »■* ~"“ b 8 

}«something to ° ^ , hevVn . But, 

loyalty as these volun hich hfid s0 

U.WMWondertulh«wfc ;' - 10[is t0 ,he 

SS* £?'ofSnteers now P in exU.ence, 

■^d vet to come, could so' far .« all cmis.s- 
and yet to com*, ^ introc u,cc a proviso 

• "The express purpose-of taking it away 

*? r h ,Lm P Brf6re this class of volunteers 

SwS 'down to ik.strict letter of their 

offer, let it be considered uuder^t urcum- 

the Toble'sec "of State on the 20th of June, 
held out to the public the opinion and in¬ 
tention of govt, relative to exemptions ; it 

5 v 

learned "lord (theChancellor) liad said, that 

t he bill, allowing Ihose exemptions pa sed 

did not commence ull *»»* o,A ug- ^ 

t k<u in the course ot tnat uaj 

«r‘ f 7 r, 

very expression of opmu ^ g that 

flic very terms or oner, wim. , 

.saasgra 

noblv to step forward and make a tenuet o 
XEr services, on terms less favourable than 
thev might have obtained? These 
'■>. w£ tSs sentiments which a fair and liberal 
'..'ffl£S 5 these terms of offer would 
susnresti but take them in the strictest letter, 
SrSort his lordship contended they were 
S3 be exempt. Iboogh govt, them- 

• Sjf brought in the clause that, against the 
v’.'Swd tenor of the bill and theft own pub- 

• E opinions, introduced the. exemption., 

'•jfeS »fefc ■»"*! k ‘ , iT2' 

lu!; they could not comprehend its effect, 
S thev Ld consulted f he' lawsofficers of the 
* mi iiiiT He was. sorry to advert to the. opt- 

.Sons siven Ob that occasion, but must ob- 

■''fisLUi'at;ihoi»fid» the Attorney and Solicitor 
•'■’ MkSrt da declared they thought the desftnp- 
fflSSSf vbldtaiili'bOWhllodfed to,,could not 
.■.tv H*M$ vOI “8E^ teviTl B of offer, though the 
vt. and the provisions of the act 
l- fftey had yet not thought pro- 
ant' reason for that opinion, 
w£t«heysnbsrttuent!y said, tt rather 
r»;. not very confident 
! ‘' W! ' s ^’ : ^ht',lh*' remedy fot the 


lion, tneir revision --- « . 

a political nature, and does not stall par akc 
of that precise and technical character which 
Wal. redress would have done, it com¬ 
mands the commanders of corps not to make 
the returns they would otherwise be bound 
to make. Possessing personal respect for 
those two gentlemen, the Attorney and So¬ 
licitor Generals, his lordship yet was obliged 
to diliV.r in opinion with them, as to tnc 
strict and legal construction of the act, Uic 
ternis of which clearly, to his apprehension, 
did convey to this class of volunteers the 
right of coemption belonging to others. 
Were it fcvrn otherwise, the honour and con- 
.sKtcncy of parliament should interpose. 
These men, under d mistaken notion ot the 
senlimeriU of govt, had generously come 
forward, and unless it was collected, might 
be said to be entrapped into offers hiry 
would not otherwise have thought of uwk- 
, n g. her these vea'pns his lordship moved 
an amendment to the proviso, leaving out 
the exception which it contained to volun¬ 
teers of this description. - 

Lord Hobart said, the noble lord supported 
every pi oposition he made with such abi ny, 
that it, \vi* a task of no inconsiderable duh- 
cuhytoiisc in opposition to his arguments. 
He thought, however, the noble lord seemed 
bent on "objecting to every part of the bill, 
whether for or against exemptions. As the 
matter now stood, it rested m the discretion 
of the ciowu to continue or not those non-’ 
exemptions. Notwithstanding the legal opi¬ 
nions given, it was clear, from what esen 
his lordship said, that doubts prevailed on 
the point, and if so, it %as certainly a fil 
subject for the decision of parliament, w inch, 
by this proviso* left an adequate discretion in 
his Majesty, while it adhered to the terms of 
the original oilers. He tlicreiore should 
vote against the amendment. 

The Earl of Romney said, the language 
tfsctl by the noble secretary, was not very 
parliamentary. The motives alluded to wen* 
not to be ascribed to noble lords. He should 
exercise his own judgment; and, he con¬ 
fessed, he approved of the amendment. He 
thought all the volunteers ought to enjoy the 
same; exemptions, and certainly those ought 
not to be excepted, who were most merito¬ 
rious. 

Lord Haiv\c$bury thought this should be 
left to the dhfcreuon Of his Majesty s govern¬ 
ment*. 

The Earl of Caarnnrvm supported the 
amendment. 

The Lord Chancellor opposed it, and in- 
allied that ihe clause contained nb greater 
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powers than ought to be entrusted to his Ma¬ 
jesty at such a momentous crisis as the pre¬ 
sent.— A division then took place on the 
amendment. 

Contents - 14 

Non-contents - 34 

Majority - —20 

Lord Grenville said, that after what had 
fallen from the noble lord, he could have no 
doubt but the words were sufficient to satisfy 
the enlightened minds of judges of the su¬ 
preme courts of law, but as they might come 
under the consideration of those who had not 
the advantages of such superior understand¬ 
ings nor such extensive legal study, he 
could wish the words u shall be” should be 
admitted, in order to take away any doubts 
that might arise in the minds of deputy 
lieutenants, justices of the peace, and others, 
who did not possess the advantages of the 
noble and learned lord, and of other judges 
of the land. As.to the noble lord's objection 
to his being strenuous for a nicety and dis¬ 
crimination in the wording of an act of par¬ 
liament, it was the first time he ever heard 
of its being made. The general complaint 
of all judges, and others who had to judge of 
them, bad been, as far as he recollected, the 
direct contrary, and they had too generally, 
and too truly been taxed with the vague, 
loose, and uncertain manner in which they 
were worded. He condemned the bill in 
toto . In his opinion, every clause, sentence, 
line, and word, required amendment. He 
did not wonder at it, when he considered 
the uniform and unremitting inconsistency 
of his Majesty’s present ministers, and when 
he reflected on their known incapacity for 
the stations they now filled, from that want 
of confidence be must naturally have in 
every thing they proposed, he could not but 
be extremely cautious how he ventured to 
trust any extraordinary powers in their hands. 

Lord Hobart said, his Majesty’s ministers 
could not but seriously lament the loss of the 
noble lord’s support; and having sustained 
so great a loss, he did not wonder to hear 
him disapprove their measures, and roundly 
charge them with inconsistency. With 
the noble lord's support, it seemed ministers 
had also lost his confidence. This, too, was 
not to him any great matter of surprise \ 
but by way of consolation, his Majesty's mi¬ 
nisters had the supreme satisfaction to re-» 
fleet, that they still possessed the confidence 
of that, and the other housd of parliament, 
and, he believed, of a very great majority of 
the public also; and while they had that, 
they had a right to bring forward such mea¬ 
sures as they deemed necessary for the de<* 
fence of the country, however those mea¬ 
sures might be disapproved by thc # noble 
Vol, II 


lord. As the amendment did not seem to 
him to be atali necessary, he should resist if* 

Lord King said, that no person really hos- 
tile to the government would wish to nar¬ 
row their discretion relative to the volun¬ 
teers. What discretion they had exercised 
they had so abused, that the greater the en¬ 
mity to them the more that discretion would 
be extended. The noble sec. of state had 
boasted of ministers enjoying the confidence 
of the house; perhaps that was an enjoy¬ 
ment that would not be of long continuance. 
As to the confidence of the public, he 
thought they did not possess any great share 
of it, for he really believed that the news 
of a splendid victory, or even what was still 
more desirable, the certainty of a treaty of 
peace being signed, would not inspire the 
people with so much real joy.as an assurance 
of the present ministers being dismissed. 

Lord Hawkeshury defended ministers 
against the charge of inconsistency. He bad 
acted during the last war with the noble lord 
who made it, and with the then ministry, 
the greater part of whose conduct be highly 
approved, and they were charged wi‘h many 
acts of inconsistency; the reason of which 
was, that war produced new events, and 
new events new measures, The same was 
the case in the present war. Measures un¬ 
looked for, and untried before, were obliged 
to be resorted to, and when tried, were 
obliged to be changed. The argument, how¬ 
ever, urged by the noble lord, that the King'# 
ministers had lost the public confidence, w&s, 
neither just nor constitutional. They were 
the organs of the crown, and were therefore 
entitled to confidence in all measures which 
were pressing for the defence of the country* 
If the house disapproved those measures, 
they should send an address to the throne fot 
the dismissal of ministers, and not endeavour 
to take away that confidence which was so", 
necessary to their well doing, by broad asser¬ 
tions that they had lost it, A noble duko 
had said,'that ministers had before the re¬ 
cess promised to bring forward a complete 
system on the subject of tjie volunteers. Pbr 
his own part, be never beard of any such 
promise; all that hat been promised was* 
that they thought it heee&sary some further 
provisions should be made to what bad befen. 
then done. As to the amendment, be thought 
it unnecessary, and should resist it. 

The Duke of Montrose said, what be Had 
stated Was, that ministers had, before the 
recess, promised to bring forward a system 
on the volunteers, and they had only brought 
4n a bill, which was a blank, and which 1 had 
been made up by alterations and amend* 
ments, suggested by ingenious and welt 
meaning members of another assembly, wfab 
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J|$d kindly endeavoured to take it out of its 
Hriginal chaos arid confusion, and to put it 
junto some shape and form, applicable <o the 
purpose for which it was professed to be first 
intended. Hence arose its almost innumera¬ 
ble defects. He could not but condemn the 
bill, and must oppose it ip almost every part j 
jbut, in so doing, it was by no means his in¬ 
tention to embarrass his majesty's ministers ; 
on the contrary, he would endeavour to as¬ 
sist them, by giving them information of all 
those paits lie thought exceptionable, in or- 
x\t r iluf they might give them consideration, 
and be pn pared to alter or amend them as 
they might think was best. 

Lord King said he had drawn from both 
the first and second sec. of state, a warm 
boast of their enjoyment of the public confi¬ 
dence, but be still continued ot opinion that 
all the confidence they possessed, was in 
tfieir own confident statements. I 

’ The E. r! of Caernarvon said, he was sur- i 
, prised at iL( language used by the noble sec. j 
of state .(Hawhcsbury), that it was uncon- I 
jrtitqtional to say in that hou’'*, that ministers 
had lost the public confidence. He con- j 
tended that it was, on the contrary, srrn ily 
Constitutional j and, so far was ir from being ! 
jtinjmt, that he perfectly coincide d in opinion j 
with the noble lord (King) uear him, by , 
Whom it had been advanced. 

, The Lord Chancel tor defended what had l 
beeiva&id by his noble triend (lord Hawkes- 
btiry). He did not deny that it was runstilu* 
^tional to say ministers had lost the public con- 
&lcncc-, but it was only fair that any noble 
lord who made the asset lion should mention 
>tfie grounds on which he made it, and follow 
’if up with an address to his Majesty to di.smi.ss 
Itnach ministers. Amidst ail this talk about 


donfideuce, fio\yever, the noble lmds oppo- 
Me should take into their consideration, that 
, J oppose his Majesty's present ministers should 
be retpoved, they might, perhaps, be suc- 
; tceetjed by those who would really possess no 
of the confidence of those noble lords 
fhan the presept ministers did. Hi» lordship 
\ pottjured ^bejr lordships either to give them a 
jporitinuatiop pf their confidence op to tpQve 
•for th<?ir dismissal. * 

f^i JLord GfmvUte defended the right which 
individual had of opposing the en- 
^fpstjng of fl^nretionary powers to ministers 
in whom he could place np confidence. He 
^insisted that *he duty of every one 

'0rm htsW «tJ^j|&' : Opinipn, to refuse to mi- 
;^$ilsters tj#: Supplies without which the 
^flsecutiw^pvt. could not be carried on. * 
check imposed upou the cro^n 
||stitotiop. He agreed in the good 
of -ministers. He never ptfeam 


to say of them, or of any individuals in the 
kingdom, that they were not eager to pro¬ 
mote the pubt'C welfare as tar as lay in their 
power, but he did say, that their minds 
weie not equal to tiie duties of their station 
at the present crisis, and the want of confi¬ 
dence in them was rapidly increasing. 

The p]ar! of Limerick compared ihe con¬ 
duct of the opposition to the King** of 
France and England attacking one city. The 
inhabitants refused to sut render till they 
found which of (he Kings was the strongest. 
But the Sovt-itugns resolved to attack the 
city in concert, and then to fight between 
tfiemselves for the possession of it.— Alter 
a few words from Lord Harrowby, the Duke 
of Montrose, and the Loid Chancellor, the 
amendment was rejected* 

Earl Darnhy then moved, as an amend¬ 
ment, that no volunteer should be entitled 
to exemptions who had not otiered to serve 
ih any part of Great Biitain in case of in* 
\ubion. This was opposed hy Lords Rom¬ 
ney, Winchelsea, and Kgremont, u ho con¬ 
tended that it would be a breach of faith to 
(he volunteers to narrow the exemptions 
tiP'lir which they had been embodied.— 
Earl Darn Icy then consented to wrdidiaw 
bis amendment, for the purpo.^ of introdu¬ 
cing another, the efiecr ot wjn< h was to 
deprive all voluuteeis of exemptions who 
had not offered to seive in the miljia»y dis¬ 
trict to which they belonged.—This amend¬ 
ment was opposed upon the same grounds as 
the former, and after some consideration, 
the noble lord was induced to wilhdiaw it, 
—The clause was then agieed to, and the 
house being resumed, the committee was 
ordered to sit again on Monday. 

a . —sr^=s=r—: as tt —:ssar=s=—cr 

JHoirsF. OF COMMONS. 

LnJny, April ft, 180 - 1 . 

[Minutes.] —Lord John Campbell look 
fiis seat for the first tune since his election 
for the county of Argyle, together with the 
usn? t l oaths.—On the motion of Mr. Van- 
.sitiart, an order was made tor laying betoie 
the houses accounts of .all impoits into Great 
Britain, exclusive of gratn, from April J803 
to IbtH ; also, accounts of all Brit tali 

exports, and of the net produce of the per¬ 
manent taxts during the said period.—Tfie 
accpnpfe presented from tfie Excjse Office, 
were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
members,—Mr. Jrvine, the inspector gene¬ 
ral of exports and imports, presented at the 
"bar,*the accounts moved for by Mr. Van- 
sittart—Mr. See. Yorke moved, that t^e 
accounts which he had presented on a for¬ 
mer day, of those Irish militia regiments 
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who had made a voluntary tender of their 
services to serve in Great-Britain, be with¬ 
drawn, on account of some error in the 
same. This was done and he presented 
other accounts, which were ordered to be 
printed#—Mr. Vansittarl brought tip certain 
accounts relative to the 7th art. of the con¬ 
vention between this country and the United 
Slates of America Ordered to lie on the 
table.— Mr. Dent postponed for a week 
longer his intended motion concerning (lie 
loyalty loan. — Lord A. Hamilton gavt* no 
tiee, that on Thursday next he should bring 
forviaid a mutton on the subject of payments 
made at par to the officer* belonging to the 
Irish govt, in this country —On (he motion 
of Mr. Corry, an order was made, that the 
lioU'ar should re olve itself into a committee 
on Monday next, to consider of nuking a 
provision to enable the had heut. ol Ireland 
to augment the militia of lh.it country. Mr. 
Corry at thu same tune said, he had autho¬ 
rity to state, that this meamie was recom¬ 
mended by his Majesty 

(War lis Jmma.] — Mr. Francis said, it 
must be in the lMo’lecliou of several mem¬ 
bers of the house, thu he had lately made 
some propositions to the house iexpecting 
the war tii.it was entcicd into, and tarried 
on by the diirction of the British governor- 
gencral in India, without the consent or 
knowledge of the govt, of this count!y* 
Since he had offered that proposition to the 
house, ho lnd seen published in the Court 
Gazette of this country, as well as in dis 
patches coming from the India-house, the 
accounts of many important events, of which 
the advices had been recently received. 
From the circumstance of these accounts 
having been published in the Gazette, he 
was justified in concluding, that ministers 
mu«.t have received some further advices 
from India. And he thought it might be 
useful to bring ibis subject again before the 
horns*-, in older that the noble lord (Casfle- 
reagh) might have an opportunity of giving 
some explanation upon it. He thought it 
necessary to observe, that the military suc¬ 
cesses obtained by orr army in India formed 
no part of the question on which lie meant 
to rest his proposition. A war might be 
attended with the most brilliant success, and 
yet have been undertaken contrary to law, 
andon the most unjustifiable grounds On the 
other hand, a war might be undertaken on 
(he most wise and just pi inures, and prove 
disastrous in ihe end. Therefore, the cir¬ 
cumstance of the war in India having been 
successful, could form no part of the con¬ 
sideration, whether that war had been im¬ 
properly undertaken or not. His' object 


now was, to know from the noble lord* 
whether it would be convenient to him to 
state to the house, any’communication that 
might have been received from the govt, in 
India, relative to the cause of that war. It 
appeared from the official dispatches, that 
the army under General, Wellesley was hi 
motion, in the beginning of Aug. hut $ 
therefore, there was ground to conclude, that 
the aiders he had received must have been 
of a much earlier date than that period* 
Such great operations as those, which ap> 
pea red to have taken place in India, must 
have been a subject of long deliberation ? 
much preparation must have been made, and 
the business must have been determined 
upon in the council at Calcutta, three months 
at least before the commencement of hosti¬ 
lities. That determination then must have 
been made in May last. What ho wanted 
to ask, therefore, was, whether rheMarquia 
of Wellesley had aJ • isetl the Court of Di¬ 
rector? of such a resolution j whether a re¬ 
port had been made to ahem of the plan* 
the grounds, and the projects ol the intend* 
ed hostilities ? T here certainly was sufir 
ficient time for them to have received an 
accouur of any ievolutions tint might have 
been taken m Calcutta since May last. Tins 
was all lie wanted the noble lord to explain. 
He should then move, “ That there bn laid 
before the house, copie? or extracts of all 
dispatches received by the directors of the 
East-India company, from the governor- 
general of Bengal, or font either of the 
presidencies of Fort George or Bombay ; so 
far as the same related to the hostilities lately 
carried on with the Mahrntta states." 

Lord CdUlen'dvb thought it would be 
much more ptoprr to wave the discussion of 
this subject until the practical question should 
come fully before the house. The same 
reasons which had induced him on a former 
day to resist a proposition brought foiward 
by the hon, gent., made it necessary for him 
to oppose the present. In point of fact* h& 
could assure tiic hon. gent., that no direct 
communication had been received from 
Bengal, either by sea or land, concerning 
the hostilities in question. The advices that 
were received came from the presidencies j 
and it was trom these the court of directors 
had the accounts of the brilliant successes 
which took place in India. He was ready 
to admit, that thc-te successes made no part 
of the question, whether the war had Wert 
properly undertaken or not. At the same 
time, he thought it necessary, in order that 
i*> conclusion might be drawn to the pre¬ 
judice of the noble marquis at the hdad of 
the govt. in India,, to state that no advices 
B 2 
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Uadbctn received from him later than the . to sail from Bengal, without bringing any 
%ptb of June last. With respect to com- dispatches from mm. 

Ittumcations overland, they had of late been ]yfr. Francis said, he knew none of the 
very slow j and he could not account "for parties concerned in those transactions ro 

the delay of these advices through that con- which he alluded, and therefore he could 

VCyance, which were long expected. It not supposed to act from prejudice to- 

was true, the measures w hich led to the war wards any of them. But this he knew, and 

arose out of a treaty that had been concluded f rom t j, e knowledge he had of India, and 

some months before ; but govt, was not yet hj s res jd e nce there, he thought it his duty 

in possession of the resolutions of the govt. to state it 5 that one of the leading princi- 

and council relative to the war. He hoped, p ] es always inculcated there was to preserve 

however, the business would be looked upon t j ie peace of Indn, and no governor had A 

as a whole, and not in a confined or partial r jgkt to enter upon a war from his own au- 

manner It would be impossible to form thority. It was a most lamentable thing to 

an accurate judgment on the transaction, hear of wars being now carried on along the 

■ Until dispatches were received from the su- M a l a bar coast and north of Delhi. He was 

' preme govt, in India, and until then, he Bot now discussing the operations of Ge- 

wished the hon. gent, might forbear making tt€ra | Wellesley. What he pressed upon 

any motion on the subject. W as, t| ul t the house ought to be in possCs- 

Mr. Johnstone said, he could npt forbear s j on Q f ( he deliberations which took place 

expressing his astonishment that govt, had at Calcutta, when it Was determined to 

received no information as to the grounds ma k e war? an( j srn d an army against the 

upon which hostilities had been commenced Mahrattas. And all this must have been 

in India. There were three opportunities done before the 26th of last June. At pre- 

of conveying information on the subject gent he had no objection to withdraw his 

from Bengal. An overland dispatch was mot j on but he should resume it again 

sent off on the 9th of Sept, from that place j w h encver he should find it necessary to do 

and two vessels had since sailed from thence. so . afJ he conce i ve d it to be of the utmost 

The act of parliament positively prescribed, i aiporta nce that the house should discuss A 

that information concerning war should be question of tb j s kind.-The motion was 

conveyed as speedily as possible ; and it was withdrawn 

extraordinary, that no information had been * * c 

sent to this country relative to the causes of [Liskkaxd Election.] - Mr. bonws 
the war 5 aud even if the information should Cocks said, that upon inquiry, he found that 

. arrive, there was danger, from its probable the petition of right ought to be tried before 

length, and the time necessary for printing an y other petition relative to this election; 

it, that it could not be taken into consider*!- and as ^ wiust be the wish of all the parties 

tion before the present session of parlia- savp die expense of sending for witnesses 
mem should pass away. M faV as he was floni Cornwall, to appear before three dif¬ 
able to judge of the battld which took place feient committees, he should propose such 

on the 23d of last Sept., he could not see da y s taking the different petitions into 

in it any of the fruits of a victory. He consideration, that one might speedily fol- 

hoped he should be disappointed in his ap- low tlle other 5 and aSs tilc witnesses on each 

prehensions concerning that combat; but were nearly the same, one journey to town 

ne thought it most extraordinary and onac- would serve for all. 

countable that the information the house Mr. Sheridan said,* he had no objection to 
had a right to expect, had never been con- the days being fixed in the following man- 
veyed to it. . ^ . ner : the 24th of April, the 3d of May, and 

Lord Castlereagh said, that his Majesty’s the 7th of May.—-The petition of right was 
ministers were in possession of the discus-' then postponed to the 24th instant; and the 
sions which toqk place between Scindea petition of T. Sheridan, Esq. was ordered 

arid General Wellesley, and which led to to be taken into consideration on the 3d of 

hostilities in the Mahraita country, but they May. On Mr. Sheridan’s moving to put 

• were not in possession of any documents off the consideration of Mr. Huskisson’s pe- 

Ihat could shew what had been the gover- tiiion until the 3d ot May, the motion was 

tipr general’s view of the subject, when he opposed by Mr. Banks, Mr. Burroughs, &c. 

.g&ve dire^tidpii to commence hostilities. and # at last it was withdrawn on the sugges- 

^uKft*** WaS n0t cand * d *° sl, PP 0& e tion of the Speaker, who observed, that if it 

mimm* neglected any opportunity «f should now be negatived, the bouse could 

«fiakiM| the necessary communications, be- not afterwards alter the order which now 

or iwo ships might have happened stood for taking it into consideration. 
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(Irish Militia Offer Bill,] — Mr* 

Secretary Yorkc moved the second reading 
of the Iri«h militia offer bill. 

Sir William El ford declared, I fiat lie did 
not fee 1 himself completely satisfied as to 
the propriety ofsucha measure as that which 
the bill before the house professed to en¬ 
force. At a time when that country was 
particularly supposed to be the chief object 
of invasion, nothing could prove to him the 
propriety of withdrawing 10 000 good and 
effective troops out of the island, unless any 
hon. member could bring forward a dear 
and positive demonstration that there were 
at present in Ireland full 10,000 men more 
than were absolutely necessary for the de¬ 
fence of that part of the empire. He might 
be told, perhaps, that they were to be re¬ 
placed by another levy of the same descrip¬ 
tion. he was certain, however, that no 
new raised troops could be rendered as effi¬ 
cient as those to be withdrawn, within the 
time in which it was probable that some 
attempt might be made by the enemy ; it 
would be difficult even to recruit such a 
force wiihin the time, as far as he could in¬ 
fer from what he had heard Ids Majesty’s 
ministers declare respecting the danger of 
invasion, d he Irish militia had pioved 
themselves to be a most gallant and useful 
body of men during the late unfortunate re¬ 
bellion ; and, though it might be added that 
the appearance of the English militia was 
also of some importance at that period, he 
could not suppose that any gentleman could 
for a moment imagine that the danger of 
this country was at present so far greater 
than that of Ireland, as to justify a similar 
odcr on the part of the Irish militia. Their 
liberality and loyalty he did not mean by any 
means to call in question. But theie were 
some circumstances respecting the offers 
of particular regiments which might perhaps 
be further explained in the course of debate. 
All that at present he could wish was, to 
hear the matter fairly accounted for, and all 
its concomitant circumstances related to the 
house. 

Mr, Banker rose to state that his senti¬ 
ments with respect to this measure had un¬ 
dergone no alteration since he had last the 
honour of addressing the house, although, 
from the thinness of the house upon the pre¬ 
sent occasion, he should not enter into the 
subject at any length, but would reserve 
himself for a future opportunity. 

Mr. Bastard said, that he entirely coin¬ 
cided with the hon. member who had just 
sat down, as to the nature and tendency of 
the bill before the hodse.-'—The motion was 
then agreed to,and the bill ordered to be com- 


] mitted for Tuesday. The Irish militia at?g> 
/ mentation bill was ahp read a third time, 
/ and committed for Tuesday. 

/ [Irish Flax-Seed Bizi.}-Qn the M+ 

I cond reading of the Irish flax-seed bill { 

The Hon. C. //, Hutcbimn expressed a 
wish that provision shduld.be made in the 
bill to prevent the oil manufacturers of Ire¬ 
land from being injured in their trade. 

Mr. Corry said, if his hon. friend would 
read the bill, he would find that, although 
bad or damaged flax-seed was not permit¬ 
ted to be sold till the first of July, yet U 
might be served out to the oil manufactory 
sooner than that time, on his giving $ec»ri-> 
*ty that it was not be sown in the ground.-^ 
The bill was then read a second time, add 
ordered to be committed on Wednesday next. 


HOUSE OF JLQRDS. 

Monday, April g . 

[Minutes.]— The several bills before 
the house were forwarded in their respective 
stages.—One private bill was brought up 
from the commons by Sir J. W. Anderson, 
and read a first time.—Mr. Mansfield, from 
the Scotch bank company, presented certain 
accounts relative to the capital, &c. Of that 
corporation, which were ordered to lie a pan 
the table.—On the motion of lord Auckland, 
Mr. Wyatt was ordered to attend the com¬ 
mittee of their lordships, when it was refer¬ 
red to consider of the best mode of improv¬ 
ing the lighting of, and avenues to the 
house, &c. 

[Defence of the Country.] — The 
Earl of Suffolk observed, that as he could 
riot, in the stage the volunteer bill was at pre¬ 
sent before their lordships, regularly deliver 
his sentiments upon the principle of that 
measure, a consideration which he conceived 
of extreme importance, he should, to-mor¬ 
row, bring forward a motion upon a subject 
of the highest importance, and closely con¬ 
nected with the measure alluded to, be 
meant the general defence of the country. 
The noble earl then moved that their lord¬ 
ships be summoned for to-morrow $ which 
was ordered accordingly. 

[VoEUNTEF.R CONSOLIDATION RlLL.]-** 
Lord Hawkesbuiy moved the order of the 
day for the house to resolve into a Commit* 
tee upon this bill * and accordingly tori 
Walsingham took the chair. 

Lord Grenville observed, that there wa$ 
some obscurity in the word “ joined," in 
the clause then before the house. It was 
noefhnt to refer to those persons who first 
joined any corps -of volunteers as new mem¬ 
bers } both was ambiguous, in as much as 
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'lL might apply to those persons who, after 
having been often.absent from sickness, or 
any sufficient reason, had afterwards joined. 
He therefore proposed to substitute the 
words 4 * became members of t any corps.” 

Lord Hobart proposed that, this should be 
considered, and if necessary, amended on 
the report.—Agreed to. 

Lord Grenville afterwards objected to fl 
long reference to a former act at the top of 
the yth page of the bill, on the grounds that 
it was totally unnecessary, the case having 
been sufficiently provided for in the last 
clause. He therefore proposed that these 
words should be left out, as they were only 
a needless incumbrance upon the bill*—* 
JLords Hitwkesbury, Auckland* and Hobart 
Opposed the amendment, upon the pi in - 
ctple that it was perfectly, correct to refer 
to a former act.—Lord Cieoville then beg¬ 
ged, that before the words passed, the noble ! 
lords who brought in Jthe bill would inform 
the house what they enacted. 

Lord Auckland replied, that the noble 
lord himself was conversant with the bill to 
which that reference W33 made, and if he 
understood what the words meant, he would 
do wel! to inform the house. 

Lord Grenville observed, that lie did not 
- understand what the words meant, and that 
he professed to understand none of the pre¬ 
sent acts of the administration.—The words, 
however, were passed as part of the bill.— 
When the reading clerk came to that part 
of the clause relating to the exemptions of 
volunteers from certain taxes, that directs 
the commanding officers to make their re- 
. turns “ to the inspector of taxes of the dh- 
, trict, or of any adjoining dislricts,” 

Lord Grenville observed, 1 fiat there ap¬ 
peared here to bean obscurity.The intention 
of the words, “ or of any adjoining district/' 
he conceived to be to give the power to a 
commanding officer of making the return 
lo the inspector of a neighbouring district, 
in case there should be t:o inspector of the 
taxes in liis own district. This, however, 
was not clearly expressed, and therefore he 
moved that the words ** of any” be left out, 
and that it should stand thus, or if there 
be no inspector in his own district, to the 
inspector of any adjoining district.” 

Lord Hawkesbury opposed the motion, on 
the,grounds that there might have been rea¬ 
sons for making use of the expressions al¬ 
ready ityv.tir bill, of which he was not at 
prese^lj^re* He agreed that the noble 
" lord^words would, according to present ap- 
pggra&os, be more clear, and therefore he 
Ipltto objection to consider the point, and 
jmve an amendment un the report, if any 
r-was necessary 


Lord Grenville observed, that this was a 
new way of treating a committee of the 
Lords. The noble secretary himself confess¬ 
ed the propriety of the amendment, but 
Instead of adopting it as became the dignity 
of the house, according to the light which it 
had at present, lie was lo consider the mat¬ 
ter in his closet, and then propose ail 
amendment or not, as he thought proper! 
Really, the matter was so plam ihat he was 
ashamed to trouble their lordships so long 
upon it, but he would positively adhere to 
his amendment, not so much for its import¬ 
ance, as for the purpose of resisting the 
principle upon which the ministry appeared 
to act, which went to treat the House of 
Lords with the most utter contempt, and 
make it a cypher in the Constitution. 

Lord Hammy agreed with his noble rela¬ 
tion, that the house was to decide, accord¬ 
ing to the lights which it had at present, 
and not wait till the noble secretary was 
prepared to give further information on the 
subject. 

The Lord Chancellor conceived the words, 
ns they stood at present, to be intended ns 
a relief to commanding officers, who would 
thus be empowered to make their returns to 
the inspector of their own district, or to the 
inspector of any adjoining district, as they 
found it most convenient. He would there¬ 
fore have proposed the present words, in 
case they had not stood in the bill. 

Lord Auckland observed, that a bill could 
not be drawn up in excellent language. It 
was sufficient if it was clear and intelligible. 
The noble lord had exerted great critical 
acumen in endeavouring to convert the bill 
into fine language, but this was nol neces¬ 
sary in a bill of this sort. 

Lord Grenville replied, that his'aim had 
always been, and was still, to save parlia¬ 
ment horn the disgrace of that constant suc¬ 
cession of bills t» amend bills, that had cha¬ 
racterized the measures of ministers. Ho 
had exerted no farther <f critical acumen. * 
And yet, while he perlormed this so neces- 
saiy a duty, he was told that lie was labour¬ 
ing to convert the bill into line language. 
He remarked that the noble lords them¬ 
selves, on the other side, held opinions quite 
inconsistent with each other on this clause j 
and urged the impossibility of county meet¬ 
ings understanding acts, upon the meaning 
of which the framers could not agree. 

Lord HoSart said, it was very clear to him 
that the present measure was one of the 
most difficult on which their lordships* could 
possibly legislate. As a proof of this, he 
called their lordships* attention to what had 
passed on the subject of raising troops for 
th<; defence of the country, The last ad- 
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ministration was allowed to be as strong and 
enlightened a one as ever governed the coun- 
tiy. He would only refer to the measures 
they had adopted, and their lordships would 
see, that nothing could surpass the manner 
in which they had blundered through them. 
His lordship adverted, first, to the act for 
raising the supplementary militia, which was 
passed in Nov. 1 JQQ, and obliged to be 
amended in the very next month, Dec. ; the 
second was, the act for manning the navy 
and army, and which was so totally inade¬ 
quate to every purpose it was intended to 
effect, that it was also amended by another 
act of the 30th Dec. following. The .third, 
and most defective of all was, the provisio¬ 
nal cavalry act, which was the favourite 
child of a noble lord who then formed a 
part of that administration, which was also 
passed in Nov. 1796 , and amended on the 
30th of the following month of Dec. That 
noble lord had not, however, hesitated to 
speak of the present bill in leans of the 
greatest severity, he might say arrogance, 
though their lordships must see, from the 
repeated blunders of the last administration, 
how difficult it was to legislate on such a 
question. 

Lord Romney deprecated the practice of 
defending the present measures by reference 
to former mistakes, and expressed some 
dissatisfaction at the reflection'which the 
noble lord who spoke last appeared to have 
cast on the person at the head of the late 
administration. 

The Lord Chancellor agreed in what the 
noble lord who spoke last said, as to the im¬ 
propriety of excusing njeasuies by former 
mistakes, but contended that the present 
measures ought not to be censured by those 
who had made these mistakes. 

Lari Spencer expressed his surprise, that 
the measure's of the last administration, in 
the instances alluded to, had been censured 
by the very person who had drawn them 
up.—After some farther observations, the 
house divided on tha motion of Lord Gren¬ 
ville, 

Contents * 1$ 

Non-contents - 3*1 

Majority * 18 

Lore! Grenville then objected to that part 
pf the clause which required the command¬ 
ing officers to seqd affidavits of the horses 
of yeomen that were exempted? from taxes, 
as imposing a double burden upon the com¬ 
manding officers, and, at the same time, an¬ 
swering no good purpose.—.After some ob¬ 
servations from Lords Auckland, Hawkes- 
tjury, and others, against the amendment, 


and the Duke of Montrose for it, the 

house divided upon ffic motion for the. 

amendment. 

Contents * 15 

Non contents - 31 

Majority - 1(3 

Lord Grenville also objected to the discre¬ 
tionary power that was vested in the com¬ 
missioners (he did not know what commis¬ 
sioners were meant). With regard to the 
ieturns of the commanding officers, it was 
taking the power out of the courts of law, 
and giving up the commanding officers to 
the discretion of those who ought, if pos¬ 
sible, never to be entrusted with any discre¬ 
tion on the subject. He therefore moved, 
that the word “ may/” should be left out, 
and the word “ shall” inserted, for the pur¬ 
pose of obviating his objection.—After some 
discussion on the different effects that these 
words would have in a court of law, the 
amendment was negatived.—When that part 
of the clause came to be read, which give 9 
an exemption from the horse duty, under 
certain circumstances, “ at the discretion of 
the commissioners of the taxes,” 

Lord Grenville objected to the exemption 
being at the discretion of any person. He 
thought it was a right which the volunteer 
might clahn, and ought to be compulsory. 
He therefore moved that these words should 
be left out. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that by the 
word discretion, it was never meant the 
pleasure or caprice of those to whona such 
discretionary power was confided, but a 
sound discretion, according to law and 
justice. 

Loid Elknbnrough coincided with the 
learned lord in the legal signification of the 
word discretion, and observed, that there 
was no case where the l nv vested a discre¬ 
tionary power, that the person to whom it 
was confided was not puuishable by law for 
any abuse or improper extucUe of that dis¬ 
cretion.—After some conversation, the clause 
was carried as it originally stood. 

On the clause respecting the new ap¬ 
portionments to be made among the parishes 
for militiamen, in consequence of the ex* 
eruptions claimed by the volunteers raised 
therein, 

Earl Spencer observed, that this clause 
was only as between parish arid parish, .and 
not as between county and county ; and yet 
: f often happened that one county provided 
a much greater proportion of volunteers than 
another: he also pointed out other inequa¬ 
lities which might result from this clause. 

Lord liawkesbury admitted, that there, 

- I «* k ,J" 1 1 
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itill remained inequalities, which in time 
might be easily amended. As it was, how¬ 
ever, allowed that this clause was an im¬ 
provement on the old law, he thought it was 
better to try the effect of it as it stood ; and 
when any material hardship should be found 
10 result from it, parliament could at any 
time apply a remedy.—The clause was then 
passed without a division. 

On the clause respecting the compulsory 
service in the militia of balloted volunteers 
who should cease to continue effective mem¬ 
bers of their corps. 

Lord Grenville objected to the wording of 
this clause, which appeared to him to take 
hway from the person so balloted those ex¬ 
emptions that lie might be entitled to from 
Other causes, independent of his being a 
Volunteer. This produced some conversa¬ 
tion, and the farther consideration was post¬ 
poned till to-morrow. Adjourned at twelve 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, April Q. 

[Minutes,]—M r. J. Latouche brought 
up a petition from the prisoners confined for 
in the prison for the county and the 
city of Dublin, stating the hardships under 
which they labour, and praying relief. Or¬ 
dered to be laid on the table.—He brought 
anpthcr of a similar kind from the pnsoners 
confined for debt in the Marslialsea prison 
qf Dublin, which was also ordered to be laid 
on the table.—Sir J. Newport gave notice, 
that he should on Wednesday next move to 
postpone the consideration of the subject of 
i thp Jlchcstcr committee on the 17th of this 

‘month, until the 8th of May next.-Mr. 

Curry gave notice, that to-moriow he should 
propose for the consideration of the bouse a 
measure respecting the present circulation of 
Ireland, he meant that which circulate# as 
<^>in in Ireland,—Mr. Serjeant Best presented 
jk petition on behalf of the company of pro¬ 
prietors of the Swansea canal navigation, 
against a bill now depending before the 
house, Ordered to be laid on the table.— 
Mr, H. Addington moved, that the older of 
the day for taking into consideration the re¬ 
port on the cotton weavers’ petition be post¬ 
poned to Thursday next. Ordered. 

MILITIA AUGMENTATION BILL.] 

—M** Corry moved the order of the day for 
going into a committee of the whole house, 
to consider of making a provision for aug¬ 
menting the Irish militia j which beingtrad, 
the lion. gent, said, that before he moved 
tb*t the speaker do now lew the chair, he 
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should state the nature of the measure now 
proposed, the augmentation of the Irish mi¬ 
litia ; and if parliament should think fit that 
it should take place, money must be ad¬ 
vanced out of the exchequer of Ireland, to be 
afterwards repaid by the treasurers of the 
counties 5 for this it would be necessary to 
introduce a clause into the b»ll, and theie 
must be a resolution by a committee ot the 
whole house for the purpose: that should be 
reported on a subsequent day, and an in¬ 
struction must afterwards be given to the 
committee on the bill, that they may have 
power to inseit it in such bill. ^ * 

Colonel Cal craft doubted the regularity 
of moving any certain sum for a certain ser- • 
vice, before parliament had voted that ser¬ 
vice. He thought it extraordinary that the 
sum of money should be voted for a thing, 
before that thing itself was voted. If there 
was any absolute necessity for it, or that it 
could not be done at any oilier time, he 
should be ready to give way, and offer no op¬ 
position to it ; but he should think it would 
be much more regular for parliament to 
grant the thing itself before it granted the 
means of supporting it, 

Mr. Secretary Yurkc said, that the thing 
now pi opened was mere mar ter 0 f course, m 
order to enable the house to proceed in the 
committee to-morrow on the subject of the 
Irish militia, for until there was a vote ol a 
committee of the whole house to advance this 
money out of the Irish exchequer, no provi¬ 
sion could be made to enable the lord lieu¬ 
tenant to go into the measure. r i ins was 
merely matter of form; for if the house 
should not adopt the bill, the vote now about 
to be proposed would fall to the ground; 
the repoit could not be receivtd until to¬ 
morrow, and without this vote it would be 
impossible to proceed upon the bill • and lie 
submitted, that as there weietwo bills before 
the bouse upon this subject, whether it 
might not be better that they should both 
come on together. 

Colonel Cahraft thought one of them 
sufficient for the discussion of one day, but 
he was satisfied with the reason given for 
the vote which was now about to be pro¬ 
posed, and therefore should not oppose it 
any longer.—'The house then resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole house, in 
which Mr. Corry moved a resolution to the 
effect he had stated, for advancing a stun 
not exceeding 4 guineas per man, &c.; 
Which was passed, and (he report was ordered 
to be received to-morrow. 

Mr. Bankes asked, which of the two bills 
on the subject of the Irish militia was 
tended to be brought on to morrow ? 
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Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he should have 
thought it more convenient to the house, 
and a saving of a great deal of debate, if they 
were both to come on together in the dis¬ 
cussion upon the principle, but if gentlemen 
chose to exercise their lungs twice upon one 
subject, lie could have no objection, and the 
debate must therefore necessarily be put off 
on one of them. The one which was to come 
on to-morrow, was that which stood first in 
order, and therefore he moved that the bill 
for making piovifion for augmenting the mi¬ 
litia ot Ireland be postponed to Wednesday 
next. Ordered. 


llOLMi OF .LORDS. 

Tu.'srf />', A{tu. 10. 

[Minutj s.j —Mr, Plainer was hoard 
as counsel for the appellant in the cause of 
Richardson v. the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambmlge. The farther hearing was 
postponed till Thursday ——The Bank of 
Scotland bill was read a third tune and 
passed. 

[Caledonian Canal] —Mr. Rickman, 
from the commissioner s of the Caledonian 
Canal, presented an account relative to that 
work. 

The Karl of SiJjotk highly approved of 
that unde rtahmg as one likely to be produc¬ 
tive oi great advantage, not only to that par¬ 
ticular part of tne island, but to the whole 
of the kingdom. He uLined to know whe¬ 
ther it \\ as the intention of numsieia to m ike 
any addition to th* (in Ins opinion) vety in¬ 
significant stun thru lh f *v h'ul allotted tor the 
annual prosecution of that work. lie was 
disposed to gi\c due piaise to the attention 
of ministers, with regard to that national ob¬ 
ject, but lu was of opinion that J 20,0t»0 was 
by no means adequate to the importance ot 
such an object. 

Lotd shukUvul, in the absence of minis¬ 
ters, professed himself unable to give any 
satisfactory nnswei to the question ot the no¬ 
ble earl. 

The Duke of Montrose thought that it was 
incumbent on him to express the very great 
obligations he was under to ministers for 
having, at the risk of incurring some impu¬ 
tations, countenanced a measure which pro¬ 
mised so much advantage and improvement 
to that part of Scotland. He was happy to 
acquaint the house, that vei/great facilities 
had already been derived even fiom 
paratively magnificent pi ogress that the un¬ 
dertaking Uadnuuh.* New communications 
had alrea Iv been established in a country 
v, here access had been man; m*i * atm able, 


and the inhabitants began to feel much ad¬ 
vantage from such convenience. That work 
was, in his opinion, truly a national one, and 
therefore he did not doubt but it would meet 
with all necessary encouragement from his 
Majesty's ministers. 

[Defence of the Country.] — Tbs 
Earl of Suffolk rose and spoke nearly as fol¬ 
lows:—My lords j not having been in the 
house on the second reading of the volun¬ 
teer bill, as 1 was compelled by indisposition 
1 q leave it at the commencement of the de-* 
bate, I was prevented from giving my sen¬ 
timents on the principle of that bill; 1 have, 
therefore, taken this opportunity of intro¬ 
ducing a motion, in discussing which, 1 may, 
without any impropriety, allude to that sys¬ 
tem, on the merits of which I was acciden¬ 
tally prevented from giving my opinion. 
There is nor, mj lords, any one in this king¬ 
dom, who more highly approves of the great 
and leading pnndpie upon which the volun¬ 
teer fora- has been established than I do. I 
fully subscribe m every way to the gallant 
and patriotic spirit by which that admirable 
body of men has been actuated; and, if there 
be trivial defects in its organization, I trust 
that a little expense and the attention of the 
legislature wiil temedy them. Although, 
my lords, I admit, that there are some incon¬ 
sistencies in that system, yet I am far from 
toncuriing in that persevering opposition 
that has been made to it. Many of the argu¬ 
ments have turned upon verbal niceties and 
alternations, and 1 really think, my lords, that 
much lime, that could have been better em¬ 
ployed,has hi en consumed in the consideration 
of them. 1 have that confidence in his Mar 
jesty’s govt , as well as in those persons who 
*ha!l be called upon to execute the provisions 
of the volunteer bill, that, where any doubts 
may arise upon the rneaiimg of any particu¬ 
lar clause, it will be intrepreted liberally,and 
rather to the advantage of the individual who 
thinks he i> entitled to,a benefit from it. If, 
my lords,, I may be allowed to give my opi¬ 
nion, without referiing to any thing that has 
been heutofore said, either hete hr else¬ 
where, on the deglee of efficiency that the 
volunteers ate capable of, 1 am decided in 
preferring them to an armed peasantry. They, 
in my judgment, possess a competent degree, 
of discipline, and certainly may be incorpo¬ 
rated with infinite advantage either with the 
army or militia. Besides, my lords, 1 much 
doubt whether it be possible to arm the pea* 
smury to ihe extent that has been recom¬ 
mended, with that celerity that would enable 
^ to reap the lull advantage of their services. 
Even the volimteiis, as I am informed, arj 
vtiiy iar noui being completely armed. My 
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lords, at an earlier period of the present ses- 

f m, I took, an opportunity of submitting, as 
military man, some ideas to your lordships, 
as to what I conceived necessary to be 
dope for the more complete defence of the 
country$ and it is with much regret I have 
perceived that none of them have been deem¬ 
ed deserving the notice of his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters, I recommended the establishment 
of a central depot, to which 7 or 8000 men 
. should periodically repair, there to be in¬ 
structed in military tactics, under the com- 
mand of a well informed and experienced 
Staff. The advantages of even ihat inade¬ 
quate share of discipline would be soon visible, 
both in the officers and privates, and parti¬ 
cularly in the former, who, in my opinion, 
have much greater occasion for instruction 
than those they command. There is also 
another part of our defence which, in my 
Judgment, ministers have not considered, as 
they should have done \ I allude, my lords, 
to the principle of limitation in the volunteer 
system. The maritime? counties, the most 
exposed and the most liable to attack, are 
governed by the same rules in this respect 
Us the inland counties are; an error, in my 
mind, pregnant with danger, and which 
cannot be too soon corrected. I also recom¬ 
mended the construction of Martello towers, 
and illustrated the immense advantage of 
$\X cn a mode of fortification, by the circum¬ 
stance that a serjeaut and 12 men working a 
jingle gnn in one o i them had defeated an 
JSbglish ship of the line and a 44 gun frigate. 
Instead of resorting to that cheap and effec¬ 
tual mode of defence, his Majesty’s govt., at 
feast the military pait of it, have, with im- 
lUense labour and expense, constructed lines 
pf circumvallation, which, as a soldier and 
$s an Englishman, 1 arp happy to hear are 
Grumbling daily into ruins,—My lords, if 
those whose duly it is to provide for the de¬ 
fence of the country, for the mechanical part 
pfit Iahquid say, had acted as they should 
have done, they would have erected for¬ 
tresses in Kent, Sussex, Essex, Dorsetshire, 
Devonshire, Yorkshire, and the county in 
<«Hbich Newcastle is placed. A Compe- 
garrison in each of those forts would 
bcciipjed a considerable portion of the 
phemy’s frpops, atid, if they could not have 
' pvehtualiy maintained them, would have ef- 
: foiled/ at least that, which, in all military 
Operations, U of the greatest consequence, 
jiarweJy, creating aj^reat loss of time to the 
gwckwg army —There Is also another mea- 
; folfo in which i think there has been made 
shameful and unnecessary profusion, 1 meat! 
-#e article of barracks, m the construction 
jpfiwhich % millions have been already ex- 
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pended, and to complete which nearly an 
equal expense must be incurred. The govt., 
my lords, could have provided better for the 
accommodation and comfort of the soldier, 
at one sixth the expense, had they resorted 
to the practice of hutting, such as was cus¬ 
tomary during the American war. In some 
places where they had determined on build¬ 
ing barracks, they have abandoned the plan, 
and left them half constructed, because they 
at length perceived that the situations were 
too exposed, and that they were likely, in case 
of invasion, to prove rather an accommoda¬ 
tion to the enemy than to our own troops.— 
When, my lords, I speak in approbation of 
that degree of discipline which the volunteer^ 
have obtained, let it not be thought that I 
undervalue the exertions of an armed pea¬ 
santry. I know from experience how for¬ 
midable the attacks of an armed population, 
possessing great local information, acquaint¬ 
ed with try hedge, rivulet, and green lane* 
may be. When I commanded the brigade 
of guards in America, I was, on more than 
one occasion, compelled by t lie men in v hite 
shiits (the militia of that country, or, as we 
call them, the armed peasantry) and some* 
times by an inferior number of them, to a 
precipitate, and not unfrequenlly a difficult 
retreaf and there was not a man under my 
command, who would not have rather en¬ 
countered the regulars of the American army, 
than that particular description of force. As 
to the use that may be made of bodies of 
men of that character and organization, I fully 
agree wirii an hon officer in another house 
(Col Craufiird), with whom I have not the 
honour of being acquainted, and who, I hear 
with regret, is not employed. There is a 
noble friend of mine, I mean Lord Moira, 
lo whom govt. Ins at last thought proper to 
give a command ; but how have they treated 
that nobleand excellent commander ? Why, 
although he is invested with the chief com¬ 
mand of the northern part of the island, they 
have not thought proper to give him any of 
the privileges that usually accompany it. 

, They have been lavish where they should 
have been liberal. When they had an op¬ 
portunity of manifesting their sense of that 
noble lord’s services and great military ta¬ 
lents, they neglected it, and conferred the 
command of a vacant regiment to a junior 
officer. The only compensation my noble 
friend has ever J^ad for all his labours in sup¬ 
porting the int&fosts and maintaining the ho¬ 
nour yf his country, has been a colonel’s half 
pay, a paltry 2001. a year# When he com-* 
tnanded the army at Spulhanifton, he was 
restricted, from what motives I cannot tetfd, 
as‘much in point of p-aubpaga as he is at 
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present; and when he resigned that com¬ 
mand, he wjs not less than 10,000 I. out of 
pocket by the honour that had been confer¬ 
red on him. Ministers may say, and 1 know 
it has been said, that there was no necessity 
for the noble lord to involve himself in such 
expense ; but to this 1 will answer, that the 
liberal nature of my noble friend could not 
bear to seft the poor emigrants, by whom he 
vms surrounded, starving on the miserable 
allowance that they drew from govr.; that 
his expenses were incurred in feeding and 
supporting them, and that, therefore, it was 
not to be wondered at if his fortune, great 
as it was, was too little for his generous and 
compassionate mind. I do not wish to tres¬ 
pass longer on your lordships’ attention. I 
am aware that on a question of this delicate 
nature it may be argued, that considerable 
confidence should be placed in the exertions 
and intentions of the executive govt. J 
trust, my lords, I am as little averse as any of 
you from entertaining an impropn distrust 
of those who are honoured with his Majesty’s 
confidence; but I will not, through the 
rashness of confidence, endangci the safety 
of the country. I say, my lords, as the great 
and veherablc Earl of Chatham did formerly 
in this house; “confidence is ‘a plant of 
slow growth in an aged bosom.” I shall not 
occupy any more of your lordships’ time, but 
move, “ that a committee be appointed to 
provide for the defence of the country, and 
for inquiring into the preparations that have 
been made to meet the menaced danger." 

Lord Hmvkesbury. —My lords, l shall oc¬ 
cupy but a very small pun ion of your time, 
which, I conceive, would be much better 
employed in discussing and perfecting that 
bill which forms part of our national de¬ 
fence, and the adjourned consideration of 
which is fixed for this day. If the noble 
lord had urged one single reason io justify 
the appointment of such a committee as he 
has moved for, I should have felt it my 
duty to state at large, to your lordships, my 
reasons for opposing his motion, and the 
grounds upon which I have formed my con¬ 
viction, that a parliamentary committee is 
Hot the most practicable mode of obtaining 
those results the noble earl seems to aim at. 
The military defence of the country has 
been entrusted, by a competent power, to 
the care of the commander in chief; aud if 
he be guilty of misconduct, he i9 as liable to 
ceusure and removal as any one of his Ma¬ 
jesty Y ministers. He is responsible for hj& 
conduct, and may be called to account for 
it. I am persuaded The illustrious persf# 
who fills that office does, and will always 
avail himself of the advice and erlenae of 



those whom he sqppoie# most competent to 
give him information; and, I conceive if 
would neither be prudent or decorous in par* 
liament to interfere, except upon very ex¬ 
traordinary and unexpected circumstanced 
indeed. I must therefore, my lords, give 
my negative to the motion of the noble earl, 
for the reasons I have before stated, tbatjbe 
has made out no case, and that he has as¬ 
signed no good grounds for the appointment 
of such a committee.—The question was 
then put and negatived. 

[Volunteer Consolidation StLt-X 
—The house resolved into a committee on 
this bill. On the clause which require# 
commanding officers to give certificates to 
volunteers on their changing residence and 
entering into other corps, Lord Grenville 
moved an amendment, the effect of which 
was, to make the granting of such certifi¬ 
cates a matter of discretion. Tile amend¬ 
ment was, however, negatived on a division, 
35 to y.—The clause which places drum¬ 
mers, buglcmen, fariiers, &c. receiving pdy* 
under military law, gave rise to a discussion 
of some length. 3l was proposed that only 
those paid , by the public should be liable to 
the mutiny act, aud on this account Lord 
Grenville moved to insert after the wordp 
“ receiving pay," the words “ from his Ma¬ 
jesty.” On this motion their lordships also, 
divided, against the amendment 42, for,it 
1 l.— Several verbal amendments were made 
in the biil, and the consideration of ant 
amendment proposed by Lord Grenville, re-’ 
lative to the regulations of volunteer corps, 
was adjourned. Lord Walsingham then re¬ 
ported progress, and the house adjourned to 
to-morrow. 

1"“’ . L'ga a ' * 

. HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday , jipril 10 , 1804 . 

[Minutes.]— The bill for the improve* 
ment of the town and docks of Liverpool 
was read a second time, on the motion of 
Gen. Tayleton, and ordered to be committed* 
—Sir J. Anderson brought up the report o£ 
the bill for the improvement of Temple*B^r 
and Cornhill. The amendments were agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed.--*, 
Mr. Dickens, from the office of the chief 
secretary for Ireland, presented, at the bar# 
Copies of all orders from his MajestyY ex¬ 
chequer in Ireland, affecting the half-pay of 
. officers on the half-pay of the Irish establish-, 
ment, resident in Gi'eat-Britain since the 
j iipion. Ordered to he on the table, and to 
be printed.—-Mr. J. H. Brown presented at 
the bar, the Report of the committee ap¬ 
pointed under a a act or parliament for con- 
c *1 




PAUL. DEBATES, Aphil 10, l&0i.~~Barra&ks* 


|_4U 


ijpcting the inland navigation between the 
eastern and western seas, from Inverness to 
Fort William in Scotland. The report was 
ordered to be printed, and taken into con¬ 
sideration on Friday se’nnight,—Mr. Coiry 
postponed his motion relative to the circu¬ 
lating coin in Ireland to Thursday next. 

{Barracks.]— Admiral Berkeley, seeing 
the Sec. at War in his place, stated, that 
there were certain papers connected with 
that right hon. gent.’s department, which 
he wished to move for. After some re¬ 
marks, he accordingly moved, that there be 
presented to the house, 1. A copy of the 
contracts entered into between the several 
builders and the barrack-master general. 
2. An account of the respective periods at 
which the several barracks were to be com¬ 
pleted, ard what penalties were anuexed to 
the non fulfilment of such engagements. 3. 
Copies of the certificates granted to con¬ 
tractors, shewing the barracks to be in that 
*tate of readiness as to entitle them to pay¬ 
ment. 4. An account of the several bar-, 
racks, with the number of men and horses 
they were fit to accommodate in the posses¬ 
sion of government nt the peace of Amiens, 
distinguishing such as were liiicd.' 

' *The Secretary at War stated, that though 
the hon. admiral had been kind enough to 
shew him the motion several days ago, he 
could not discover any necessity for such 
papers. The hon. gent, had brought for¬ 
ward his motion from an iJen that the ex¬ 
panses of the barrack department had been 
extraordinary, without recollecting that ex¬ 
traordinary exertions required extraordinary 
expenses. As to the first paprr moved for, 
he eould see no good purpose its production 
CjOUld serve, as an account of the sa ne na¬ 
ture had been, in fact, already before the 
house, in consequence of a motion made 
$ome time ago, and as no return can be 
jftade on this subject different from that al¬ 
ready in possession of the house. He had no 
* objection, however to produce a copy of the 
t»ode of the certificates, and begged the 
Hon. getit, to recollect in general that at the 
jieace of Amiens, some of the barracks were 
sold, and some had been only hired during 
4* war, 

. Admiral Berkeley contended, that all that 
Bad been laid before the house respecting 
tjie barrack contracts had been extracts only, 
whereas his .object was to see the contracts 
themselvevlpmth in his apprehension had 
keen s(^i|p digested, and whether or not 
P ena lties attached 1o them* 

' per ience he had had in a certain 

"iantraejs of this Ascription ought al- 
be accompanied with penalties. 


He wished only to see if the barrack board 
had, made such contracts as they ought to 
make. 

The Secretariat War admitted that there 
were no penalties in any of the contracts in 
question; but at the same time contended, 
that no board had ever more controui over 
the contractors, than the barrack board, 
which rendered such penalties unnecessary. 
II the bon. Admiral would move the pro¬ 
duction of any individual contract, he should 
have no objection to the motion. 

Admiral Berkeley then moved, instead of 
the first paper, for a copy of the contract 
entered intoonjuly the 26th, 1803, between 
T. Neil and the barrack-master general 
for the barrack of Chichester. Tire hon. 
Admiral wished it to be understood that lie 
had selected that one from no particulai mo¬ 
tive, but meiely as one of those taken no¬ 
tice of in the papers alluded to by the light 
hon. Sen clary, and being in Ins own vici¬ 
nity.—The fn st motion, thus a uernled, way 
accordingly passed, d lie second moli.-n 
passed without opposition. The third also 
passed, alter receiving an amendment sug¬ 
gested by the Sec. at War, that instead ol 
loading the table of the house with a va¬ 
riety of such certificates, it would be bet¬ 
ter that a copy only of the form and mode 
of such certificates be presented. The 
fourth motion was also agreed to, 

[luisii Militia Ovflk Hill.] On 
the order of the day, for the house to re¬ 
solve into a committee on the bill fur ac¬ 
cepting the voluntary offer of lush n.iiihu 
regiments to serve in Great Britain, being 
read, ' 0 

Mt. W'ilhtim flliot claimed the indul¬ 
gence of the house, while he staled briefly 
his opinion of the measure before it. in 
whatever view he considered it, he could 
not regard it but as an impolitic, imperfect, 
and inadequate measure. In point of po- 
licy, it appeared to him only calculated to 
remedy a defect which had arisen from the 
misconduct ol his Majesty’s ministers. He 
recollected, that at .the close of the late 
war, an older had been issued by the adju- 
tant-geneial, fur discarding not embodying 
the Jridi militia, which order had been 
sanctioned by his Majesty’s crown officers 
in Ireland. A short time after, however, 
it was deemed expedient to renew the mi¬ 
litia establishment in that country, and the 
measure for ffiat purpose allowed but a 
bounty of two guineas per man, which 
piovmg insufficient, another act had passed 
about a^year since, enlarging the bounty to 
lour guineas, and at that time the bounty 
for general service was but five guineas. 
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He and his friends had on that occasion op¬ 
posed the measure, on the ground that it 
would annihilate the recruiting for the ar¬ 
my in Ireland, and recommended, if the 
militia were to be raised by bounties like 
lencibles, to take their services accordingly. 
What could have been without impropriety 
-done in that instance, was now proposed to 
be done when it would be a breach of 
faith and a violation of the constitution of 
the rnilitia. It had been then stated, that 
a militia was the natural defence of a coun¬ 
try, and that Ireland ought to have a force 
•of that description. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had adverted, loo, with ex¬ 
ultation, to the gallant exploits of the Irish 
militia, and even the right hou. sec, had 
stated, on a late occasion, that they pos¬ 
sessed that nonchalance which peculiarly suit¬ 
ed them for becoming good soldier 4 ', and, 
as if they would be metficient in Ireland, 
he proposed to bring them to this country 
to complete their education. The hon. 
gent, then stated, Unit his objection to ihe 
measure arose chiefly from its not being 
taken up on necessity, and in this view he 
difleicd with his noble fiiend (Lord Oastlc- 
reagh); because the necessity might consti¬ 
tute the policy of a measure, lie could ad¬ 
mit the converse. lie aLo objected to it, 
because it would place the men out of the 
circumstances of service for which they 
had entered, and inboduceu system of de¬ 
liberation among them which would be sub- i 
versive of discipline. Another important | 
topic was, that the offers, though perhaps j 
spontaneous in some in dances, wcic not so 
in all; and that many individuals would be 
d nigged into the offer !>v appiehensions 
from their comrades. He lamented that 
the onlv instance in which a name had been 
inserted m the lists on the table should be 
with reaped to an officer, who had refused 
to volunteer, and he contended that the 
officer was strictly justifiable in limiting his 
services to the terms of ins original en¬ 
gagement if he thought proper. The only 
argument he had heard like an argument 
was, that by bringing over 8 or io,ooo of 
the Irish militia to this country, the same 
number of the-disposable force would be 
set free; but he contended, that it was no 
Jess desirable, to augment the disposable 
force in Ireland. With what view the 
present measure had been Resorted to he 
could not conceive. r He remembered that, 
one of the objections against the unioi> had 
been, that it Would increase the number of 
absentees from Ireland, and he was con¬ 
vinced it would neither be politic nor just 
to bring over so great a proportion oi 


the magistrates and gents, of Ireland, ai 
composed the officers ,t>f such a number of 
militia regiments, without sendipg an equal 
number of our own in return to that coun¬ 
try. The hon. gent, was sure, that every 
militia officer uho was an enemy to innova¬ 
tion in the constitution of that force, would 
oppose a measure the probable effect of 
which would induce the English militia to 
make oilers in return. On all these grounds 
he felt himself called upon to oppose the 
measure, because it was not founded either 
on expediency or necessity, and if it wfere 
to be adopted at all, a reciprocal inter¬ 
change of sei vices should be established 
for the militia of both countries. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he had listened 
with considerable attention to the speech of 
the hon. member, but had not been fortu-* 
nate enough to hear from him any thing to 
convince him of the justice of ihe object 
tions he had made to this salutary measure. 
He adverted to the state of the country at 
the time Admiral Bruix sailed from Tou¬ 
lon, when it was not accurately known 
whether the French fleet was destined east¬ 
ward or westward, in the year 1799, a 
peiiod when the danger to England was not 
certainly sogreatas to Ireland, or as it is at 
present. Then a bill was passed by the 
Irish parliament, allowing the Irish militia 
to come over here. Where could be the 
consistency of the hon. member, who was 
then,# member of the IiLh parliament, and 
held a high situation under the crown, op¬ 
posing such a measure as the present at 
this time ? But still more strange was it, to 
find it opposed by the right hon. gent. 011 
the same bench (Mr. Windham), who was 
then actually a cabinet minister. He should 
like to hear such apparent inconsistency 
explained. He wished shortly to stae his 
view of the subject. He had before stated 
to the house, that this measure was a part 
of a general plan, all of which was not now- 
before the house, for augmenting the dis* 
posable military force of the country. If 
this force were brought over here, we set 
free so many regular troops for such services 
as might he required of them. The origi¬ 
nal principle of the militia, on which so 
much was* said, had in the last war been in 
two instances departed from, both with this 
English and with the Irish militia. There 
was nq wish, in any degree, to decrease 
the efficient force of Ireland. If 8 or 
10,000 militia were brought sway, their 
pifice could be supplied by an equal mimr 
ber of troops from hence. For instance, 
be would mention the troop*. of the army 
of reserve, and also by the augmeukitm 
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0fbe Iridi xxittfiia itt the same proportion 
its- they may have been reduced. He could 
Ipery easily see Uiat the danger of Ireland 
Was gr^at,' and might be greater; but he 
eohld also see, that, in certain cases, the 
danger of G. Britain might still be greater. 
The bon. gent, had spoken of the disband¬ 
ing the Iri*h militia with seeming displea¬ 
sure, but he should have recoliected, that 
from the nature of their different terms of 
Service, they could not have been retained 
ahy length of lime. When he spoke of 
biirtisters coming to parliament to revive the 
militia, he had spoken in terms tending to 
sthew himself, if not unfriendly to the mi¬ 
litia, at least as considering a militia a bid 

S stem for defence. But his objections to 
e -amount of bounties to the militia were 
tint effectual, for the bounty of two guineas 
was Sn the first bill in Sept. 1802, but the 
four guineas were not given till.Sepr. /803, 
after the King’s message, when symptoms 
©f war appeared, and when the war bounty 
was announced. But then he had accused 
ministers of breaking through a constitu¬ 
tional principle of the militia. Now, when 
the Irish militia was revived, there was no 
Mnd of question about bringing them over 
here, and therefore no breaking in upon any 
constitutional principle whatever in that 
measure. But, the measure now submitted 
Was entirely owing to the noble and spon¬ 
taneous offers of the militia themselves. He 
must think that it was infinitely better not 
{©have interfered at all with this subject at 
the revival of the Irish militia, but to leave 
the spirit of loyalty, of patriotism, and of 
bravery, to the spur ana exigency of the 
times, more particularly as our force was 
©f a natute and consitut ion so different from 
that of the continental powers. But the 
hon. member accused administration of a 


g reat inconsistency, in saying the Irish mi- 
tia was an admirable force, and afterwards 
Hot considering them as a fit force in their 
own country. Who had ever said so? 
Which of his Majesty’s ministers? none that 
be had heard. He was surprised, there* 
fore, to hear it asserted. The truth was, 
the Irish militia were excellent in either 
country, equally good in hoth. They had 
HOW testified, in a marked manner, their vo¬ 
luntary #eal, and he was confident, whereso¬ 
ever they were, they would be found con¬ 
stantly to do their duty against an enemy, 
no other troops in the 
Constituent qualities of brave 
The hon. member had said a good 
ut an over-ruling necessity, the 
ir from the English militia to go over 
tod, being during the rebellion in 
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the sister island, and the threat of a French 
invasion being very strong. All this was 
true. It was all very good so far; but, in 
point of fact, this act was continued long 
afterwards, and acted upon too ; for many 
regiments were sent there, when this over¬ 
ruling necessity had actually censed. Upon 
that principle of an over-ruling necessity to 
justify the transferring of the militia, not 
another regiment should have been sent, af¬ 
ter it was clearly ascertained that the French 
fleet had gone up the Mediterranean, nnct 
Ireland was consequently placed in a situa¬ 
tion, comparatively so, much less danger¬ 
ous. But when the Irish parliament pas¬ 
sed the act, there was, in fact, no. such thing 
as an over-ruling necessity. lie could not 
understand wljat was meant by the objec¬ 
tions raised to the receiving voluntary offers 
from the militia, on the score of delibera¬ 
tion. He could not see that there was any 
sort of dangerous deliberation or discussion 
whatever. Was it reckoned a dangerous 
system of deliberation, when the captain of 
a company called on his men to a-.k them 
concerning the stoppage of their pay, or 
matters of that kind, for particular pur¬ 
poses ? But, if this was so dreadful a tiling, 
how did it apply during last war r What 
was the case with thovse corps who volun¬ 
teered from limited to geneial service? 
What was it with the aolh regiment ? What 
with the 40th, which did so much in Kg)pt 
under Cokmel Spencer? What with the 
ancient Irish fencibles, and various other 
corps, who had distinguished themselves, 
but who had never been considered as im¬ 
paired by their volunteering, which gents, 
chose to consider a inode of dangerous de¬ 
liberation ? What could the right hon. gent, 
(Mr. Windham) say to all these instances, 
which happened when he was in office, ami 
which were the precedents, and very excel¬ 
lent precedents too, for ministers now; 
precedents of the right hon. gent’s, own 
making ? There mast be a strange incon¬ 
sistency, which he should like to have ex¬ 
plained, as he had a great respect for every 
thing that fell from that right hon. gent. 
The hon. member had stated that this was 
not altogether a spontaneous measure. On 
the part of some individuals offeiing, it 
might, perhaps, be possible to raise such an 
objection. Even in that house of parlia¬ 
ment, he supposed that those gents, who vo¬ 
ted together on a particular question, did 
not all vote from the same reason, of exact¬ 
ly upon the same principle. The hon. gent, 
had asked what view govt, had in this mea¬ 
sure, whether they adopted it for the mo- 
meat, or with some larger view, such a$ 
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making it a reciprocal affair? In answer to 
this last point, he could only say, that no 
such idea was entertained by ministers, and 
no such question was, in fact, before the 
house. Two regiments, indeed, had made 
such voluntary offer, but there was no such 
plan in the view of govt. But, if the over¬ 
ruling necessity spoken of should occur 
again, by another cruel, bloody, and terri¬ 
ble rebellion in Ireland, aided by French 
power, then certainly govt, would feel jus¬ 
tified in resorting to such a measure for 
saving that bright jewel of the British crown. 
Blit he thought the Irish militia were now 
making a return to that of England, for 
what they had done for Ireland in the hour 
of danger and distress. In that gallantry 
he saw nothing but what he should have ex¬ 
pected from their characteristic loyalty. He 
had wished to gn through the principal points 
of objection that had been urged to this mea¬ 
sure, and could only say, that as a militia 
officer himself, he saw nothing to object to 
in it, but great advantages accruing, as it 
must be admitted that G. Britain was in as 
great danger as Ireland from the common 
enemy of them both 

Colonel CaJcraft was desirous to say a few 
words on the present occasion, and had felt 
anxious io catch the speaker’s eye imme¬ 
diately after the right bon. gent, who had 
just sat down. Though he agreed with that 
right hou. gent, in two or three points, he 
could not admit (hat the arguments he had 
used had reconciled him to what he looked 
upon as a breach of the fundamental consti¬ 
tution of the militia force. If an over-ruling 
necessit y existed, he was sure there would be 
no difference of opinion in the house. But 
it had been said, that the offers of the Irish 
militia were in payment of the debi of gra¬ 
titude which they owed this country tor the 
services of the English militia j he contend¬ 
ed that these debts, when paid, would in¬ 
volve the English militia in a similar offer in 
return. The question was not justifiable on 
constitutional grounds, nor on the grounds 
of policy or expediency. The right hon. 
gent, had passed over the constitutional con¬ 
sideration of the question altogether. If he 
had looked into the preamble ot the militia 
acts, he would find it there stated, that it was 
expedient to keep up within the realm a well 
Ordered and well disciplined militia. If the 
service was to be altered so as prevent the 
gentlemen of property from entering into it> 
the militia could not be well ordered* and if 
the militia should be made a deliberative 
body, it could not be well disciplined. 
This had taken place already with respect to 
one p^rt of *the military force 'of the country, 


the volunteers, and he trusted it would not 
be extended to the rest-of it. # He maintain¬ 
ed, that it was a degrading situation for an 
officer to be placed in, to assemble big mec| 
about him, and a9k them, however noble hi* 
object, whether they should be disposed to 
engage in a particular service with him. He 
was of opinion, that, unless the service should 
be reciprocal, the service of the militia of 
either country should be kept out of sight of 
the other, though, in an extreme case, it 
might not be so. If a landing of the enemy 
should unfortunately take place here, and 
there should be no attempt on that country 
nor probability of attack, it would, in such a 
case, be justifiable to bring the militia over# 
It was the opinion of military men of expe* 
rience, thajt militia regiments would be mpre 
effectually employed in their own counties 
than out of them, because they would be 
more warmly assisted by their friends and 
acquaintances in case of actual danger, and 
that was the reason why a military officer in 
one of the maritime districts, kept as many 
of the militia regiments in their counties as 
could conveniently be done. There was no 
comparison between the present period and 
1798, when a rebellion raged in Ireland; a 
French force had landed there, and an ex* 
haunted army in this country precluded the, 
means of reinforcing the troops in that coun¬ 
try in any other manner than by accepting 
the offers of the militia regiments. Though 
he had been one of those who had volun¬ 
teered on that occasion, yet, finding it now 
used as a precedent, he believed it had been 
wiser to attach the individuals who volun-; 
teered from the militia to old regular regi¬ 
ments, as had been then recommended by 
gentlemen who opposed the violation of the 
militia constitution. He was ready to allow 
every credit to the loyalty, the patriotism! 
and good intentions of the gentlemen of the, 
Irish militia, who had offered their servicea 
in the present instance; and he trusted they 
would attribute the same motives to him and 
those who opposed the present measure. The 
militia wa- raised on the landed property of 
the country; and, if the present offers should, 
be accepted, the consequence would be, that 
the landed gentlemen of Ireland would be 
obliged to provide for 8,000 or 10,000 after 
having raised 18,000, which had been look¬ 
ed upon as a just proportion for the country# 
If the object was to augment the force of 
the country, it ought to be done generally; 
not in the Irish militia in particular. There 
w^f no question of the loyalty and efficiency 
of the Irish militia; but he could not see why 
10,000 of them were 10 be removed, to 
be replaced by ao many from the army of 
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Reserve, of nearly the same state of disci¬ 
pline. The augmentation, though that 
question was not properly before the house, 
+ would raise a competition against the 6 new 
.battalions to be raised in Ireland. The hon. 
gent, who had opened the debate, had alluded 
to the ill consequence of taking so many of 
the gentlemen of property from Ireland, as 
should come over with their regiments, and 
the same observation would apply to English 
gentlemen. . The right feon. gent, had 
stated, that it was not the intention of govt, 
to weaken the military force in Ireland, for 
that if 10,000 were to be withdrawn from 
it, a like number was to be sent over in 
their place. He would ask them, what was 
to be gained but a breach of the great con¬ 
stitutional principle on which the militia was 
formed ? When in 1802 the interchange of 
the service of the militia of both countries 
.$ad been agitated, the house had decided, 
that they should be confined to the respec¬ 
tive countries. If ministers wished to get 
trid of the militia altogether, they ought to 
$ay so, and not keep it hanging over gen¬ 
tlemen, that if they should not join in an of¬ 
fer of service at some future period, they 
ijbopld be told they were ungrateful. The 
, constitution of the militia should not be 
trenched upon by a side wind, nor in a col¬ 
lateral manner. As to the offers of the Irish 
militia in I79& which the right hon. gentle¬ 
man had quoted as a precedent, they were 
only a return for the services of the English 
JWilitia ; but this measure would go to over¬ 
turn the whole system, by laying the English ! 
pnlitia under an obligation of making other 
offers in return for those now made. If »ny 
ground of necessity or expediency had been 
laid for the bill, he should not have op¬ 
posed it, but contemplating it under the un¬ 
favourable consequences which appeared to 
Jum likely to result from it, he should op¬ 
pose the speaker’s leaving the chair. 

. Mr. Alexander was happy to hear the 
question argued on constitutional grounds 
/yith the fairness and candour with which 
the hon. gent, who had just sat down had 
^jtreated it. He was particularly gratified at 
to having taken it up in that view, because 
fite measure had been charged from another 
.quarter as a consequence of the incapacity of 
toMtoty* 5 g° vt *; aqd he must say, that 
^bc allegations qf incapacity were much too 
,jfrequeotly employed, as well that there was 
po description of force provided for the de¬ 
fence of the conn try, militia, reserve, volun- 
tor*> had not been degraded by th« 

which they had been adverted # to 
tygrrrfkfotti* He thought that on every 
;|tounfl public policy, the 1 offers of the 


Irish militia ought to be accepted, as it ap¬ 
peared to him that no opportunity should be 
omitted for augmenting the disposable force 
in this country. If Ireland were the object 
of the enemy, it could only be attacked from 
Brest, or some of the ports of Holland, but 
not by any part of the great Boulogne flotilla. 
He contended, that, in a constitutional point 
of view, nothing could be brought into pre¬ 
cedent that should not be sanctioned by the 
wisdom of the legislature, and that the le¬ 
gislature of the day would always guard 
against any injury that might be apprehended 
from the influence of the precedent not jus¬ 
tified by circumstances. As to the observa¬ 
tion, that this measure would con vert the mi¬ 
litia into a deliberative body, he contended 
that it was unfounded, because as soon as the 
act was over, the deliberation ceased, and an 
individual act constituted no system. If the 
time should arrive that Ireland should be at¬ 
tacked, he was couviueed that there was not 
a man in England who would not willingly 
shed his blood in iis defence. The hon. 
gent, then adverted to the number of ship¬ 
ping and convenience of ports in England 
for conveying a disposable force to any ib- 
reign destination, and concluded with,giving 
his support to the motion lor the speaker's 
leaving the chair. 

Mr. Bavlu's could not but consider the 
present measure as one of the most impor¬ 
tant subjects that could arrest the attention 
of the legislature. , It was a direct infringe¬ 
ment of the militia system, and was resorte d 
to, in his mind, without any necessity to jus¬ 
tify it. If we ceased to adhere to the prin¬ 
ciples upon which that system was founded, 
we might be found to act without the guid¬ 
ance of any principle at all, and we might 
soon be hurried into a stream which we 
should be unable to resist, and by which we 
might be carried to incalculable extremities. 

It was only the extremely perilous and unna¬ 
tural state in which Ireland was placed in 
I/Td> that could by any means permit us to 
overlook those principles which before had 
uniformly been held sacred, What is the 
object of the present bill ? It goes to take 
away from Ireland, 'the most vulnerable part 
of the country, 10,000 men of its best dis¬ 
ciplined force* and of that species of force 
which it is least able to spare. So far the 
plan must be acknowledged to be novel and 
surprising. Both countries may be in real 
danger j but^ it is universally acknowledged 
that Ireland is in ten times more danger than 
Cx. Britain. Were that not the case, why 
should we be so lavish of our panegyric on 
I tlie Patience, the perseverance, and the in¬ 
trepidity of our blockading force under Adm, 
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Cornwallis, unless we were sure that to his 
vigilance in preventing the sailing of the 
Brest fleet, the safety of Ireland is chiefly to 
be ascribed ? But we are told, that if this 
force be taken away from Ireland, it is t© be 
supplied by another* and by what other? 
By a portion of the army of reserve* Can 
that be regarded as an effectual supply ? 
Surely not. For the one you take must be 
confessed to be of superior discipline, In¬ 
deed, the whole of the business seems vo 
unaccountable to common reason, that mi¬ 
nisters must be supposed to* have some pri¬ 
vate motives for their conduct, which they 
are unwilling to disclose They surely would 
not openly violate the militia laws, were it 
not that they intended to introduce tor all 
limes and occasions a reciprocation of the 
services of the militia of both countries. 
This mutual interchange of services could 
not, however, be placed on the same ground. 
The militia of Ireland was raised on a dif¬ 
ferent footing fiom that of England. The 
latter was raised by ballot; the former by 
bounties, and, consequently, might be more 
manageable. As to the voluntary offers said 
to be made here and in It eland, they deserv¬ 
ed any thing but the name of voluntary. 
On the part of the officers, the offer might 
arise at the moment from a sense of duty, or 
a point of honour* but it should never be 
ascribed to spontaneous and unprompted ala¬ 
crity. The direct contrary was well known 
to be the fact. Indeed, whether the offer 
came from the officers or the men, it was 
equally objectionable. On the part of the 
officers it might be suggested by ambitious 
views, or a wish to ingratiate themselves 
with persons in power. Jf it came from the 
men, the danger attending it would be ten¬ 
fold greater, and would involve all the in- 
conveniencies and confusion that must arise 
from military men. erecting themselves into 
deliberative bodies. Over such men, fired 
by the zeal and spirit with which declaimed 
amongst them might then ho naturally ac¬ 
tuated, what authority could officers retain 
and exercise ? The services of the English 
militia may soon be called for under the 
same pretence uf a voluntary offer; nor will 
it stick there, 'i he same mode may be ap¬ 
plied to the volunteers. The exuberant zeal 
of some of the corps may suggest the offer, 
and advantage might soon be taken of such 
an example. It no discrimination was to 
be made in these offers of voluntary service, 
where could they be conceived to stop ? fhe 
fatal .tendency of such an example, he 
ed, the wisdom and caution of the house 
would reasonably provide against, and not 
permit them to be so easily worked upoh as 
Vo*.. II, 


they were in the year 1798- They should 
recollect, that permitting innovations of this 
nature, must render a'service, easy and ac¬ 
ceptable in its origin, grievous and oppres¬ 
sive by an abuse or infringement of its priti* 
ciples, and that the operations of it must 
prove of such personal inconvenience and 
national detriment, that it is enough to dis¬ 
solve and disorganize the whole militia ser-* 
vice. There were oiner and moreVffectual 
modes of raising the forca required : they 
might indeed require something of more 
expense. Hut, under the present circum¬ 
stances of the country, a trifling addition of ' 
expense should not be attended to* We 
should no doubt be grateful for the gallant 
offer which the zeal of the Irish militia has 
prompted them to make ; but the prudence 
of parliament should dictate something more 
to be relied upon than such temporary and 
occasional expedients. 

The Hon. C. H, Hutchinson , after a few 
introductory observations, proceeded to state 
the grounds on which he felt it his duty tb 
support tiie bill. He should support it as a 
measure which could not fail to have the 
happiest effects on the situation of Ireland, 
He wished, however, to state distinctly to 
the house, the grounds on which this opinion 
was founded. It was from an idea that the 
interests of all ranks of the community in 
Ireland would be benefit ted by the measure, 
that he was determined to vote for it on the 
present occasion. The manufacturers and 
agricultural peasants of Ireland, would, by 
coming to this country, have an opportunity 
of contemplating the happiness which pre¬ 
vailed among the lower orders, and would 
be prompted to emulate and to cultivate 
those habits from which this happiness and 
comfort proceeded. They would have an 
opportunity of observing in how many re¬ 
spects the inhabitants of this part of the 
I united empire, excelled those of a similar 
I description in Ireland $ and it was not to be 
denied that the circumstances of superiority 
were various, and, from such a review, thOy 
would seo the propriety of acting ort the 
principles by which this superiority waa 
procured. They would learn to appreciate 
the value of husbanding their time, and 
would see the advantage of pursuing that 
system of habitual industry which, in this 
country, wa* the distinguish’ng feature of 
the lowest, in common with the highest 
ranks in society* The advantages arising 
from union of public sentiment, would npc 
r j-iil to excite their attention, an 1, from the 
h comparison which must arise in their minds, 
it was natural to anticipate the roost im¬ 
portant alteration of national opinion on their 
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jetpnj to their native land. Respect for the 
Ij^pple of this country would necessarily be 
Cheated, and a degree/of affection would be 
, rCpnt^ctcd which, under the present circum¬ 
stances of the empire, could not possibly 
exist It would be seen that they came in¬ 
to a country where they were received 
fellow citizens, as sharers of the same con¬ 
stitutional privileges and political rights* 
The consequence of such an interchange of 
opinions was obyious. It was, more than 
any other circumstance, calculated to de¬ 
stroy those feelftigs of prejudice, which it 
was so material to eradicate. They would 
unlearn much of that misconception which, 
from a yariety of circumstances, now pre¬ 
vailed. But, above all, the beneficial ef¬ 
fects of the measure would operate in shew¬ 
ing the people of Ireland, that there was a 
great distinction to be made betwixt the 
'feelings of this country at large, and theopi- 
ftioni&nd system, not of this ministry alone, 
)>Ut of any cabinet that had hitherto been 
formed. It would convince them, that 
Whatever the perversity and wickedness of 
^ny cabinet might be with regard to Ireland, 
tilts policy was not countenanced or support¬ 
ed by public opinion. Ministers might act 
on narrow, illiberal principles, but the sen¬ 
timents of an English public would be found 
to be candid, liberal, and generous. The 
militia of Ireland, who now volunteered 
their services to this country, Would leave 
it-with the impression that the people were 
Itpt partakers in the persecuting policy of 
«ny administration, but were inspired with 
evdiy wish of extending to all parts of the 
empire the blessings of an equitable system 
of govt. 4 But this was not the only view 
Which he entertained of the beneficial con¬ 
sequences of the measure. '1 he gents, who 
Were to command the militia regiments 
which were to volunteer their services to 
thk country, would likewise learn many im¬ 
portant lessons by this extension of their 
services. The house would keep in view, 
that they were principally land-owners, who 
necessarily maintained a most important and 
flnteresting relation with the lower orders in 
Jfrdand. He entertained a hope that they 
W$^id feel it their duty to compare the situ¬ 
ation of the tenantry of England with that 
ftf thp tenantry of Ireland, id view their re¬ 
lative, degrees of comfort and happiness, and 
* their return to Ireland employ themselves 
iu introducing the improvements which 
a review would naturally suggest* Such 
must indeed most powerfully ito, 

" the mind of every land-owner, tfoit 

fw$ interest consisted, not in the, number 
ads which he was enabled .to,put into 


his t pocket, hot in the general diffusion ot 
that domestic enjoyment which rendered the 
tower orders the best tenants, as well as the 
roost valuable members of society. These 
were the general principles and views on 
which he felt himself called op to give his 
support to the bill. But, while he was re¬ 
solved to give the measure his support, he 
begged leave to add, that be could not give 
this, support unconnected with certain con¬ 
ditions. He would be sorry, indeed, to 
think that an offer so liberal as that of the 
Irish militia, should be received without 
some corresponding return of liherality, and 
even justice, on the part ot this country.. 
The present was a moment of the greatest 
interest for the security of both countries, 
and when it was considered how great was 
the armed foice of this country, Ireland was 
not to be deprived of a large proportion of 
well disciplined troops, without receiving an 
equivalent for this diminution of the exist¬ 
ing means of defence. This was not, how¬ 
ever, the only point of view in which the 
effects of the measure could be contemplated. 
It was not merely the armed force of the 
privates in the militia regiments volunteer¬ 
ing their services to this country, that Ire¬ 
land would lose by the measuie. As he had 
already remarked, the greaft majority of the 
officers were land-owners, whose presence 
at all times of high importance, was more 
especially requisite at a crisis of unparalleled 
difficulty and danger. One great source of 
the present unfortunate state of Ireland was, 
that there was not a sufficient number of the 
couutry gentlemen resident in the country. 
Of this description of the inhabitants of 
Ireland, the service# were of the highest mo¬ 
ment to the interests and the happiness of 
the lower and industrious orders. It was 
their peculiar business to be the supporters 
of the poor under circumstances of distress, 
to be their advisers in circumstances of dif¬ 
ficulty, to be their patrons and protectors 
against schemes of oppression. One great 
objection against the union was, that the 
residence of the land-owners would be dis¬ 
couraged. Whatever advantages might arise 
. from the union, in relation to the general 
interests of the empire, this was an evil 
which had materially increased. In agreeing 
to the present bill, therefore, he could not 
discharge his duty without requiring that, 
before Ireland should be deprived of the re¬ 
sidence of so great a part of the landed in¬ 
terest, some adequate, return should be af¬ 
forded. It would be contrary to every sen¬ 
timent of justice, as well as every, feeling ot 
humanity, to increase in Ireland an evil *1- 
ready so crying and so enormous, without 
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taking precaution* to prevent it* further 
progress, so far as it could .be affected by 
Ihe bill now before the house —The return 
then which he asked was, that a certain 
prop ortion of the militia corps of this coun¬ 
try should be sent to Ireland in the room of 
those regiments of Irish militia which had 
agreed to extend their services to this coun¬ 
try. He was notinclined to deny, that in 
asking this exchange, he asked for a return 
whichr, by many members, would be con¬ 
sidered as of the highest value. It was cer¬ 
tainly asking a good deal of the officers and 
privates of militia corps in this country, to 
give up all the comforts they enjoyed here 
for the purpose of volunteering their services 
to Ireland. In this case, however, it was 
to be considered, that the inconvenience 
was only one of a temporary duration; 
whereas the union of the two countries had 
placed the gents, of Ireland under incon- 
veniencies which were permanent in their 
duration. lie would put it to the candour 
of the house, whether Irish gents, were not 
labouring under a very considerable incon¬ 
venience, in consequence of their attendance 
in parliament in this country ? This incon¬ 
venience, however, they cheerfully submitted 
to, from an enlarged consideration of the 
advantages aberuing to the whole of a great 
empire. When he proposed the return 
which he had alluded to, he did not think, 
therefore, that he asked what was unfair, 
unreasonable, or oppressive. The best claim 
on the militia of this country to volunteer 
their services to Ireland was, that by this 
extension of service they materially contri¬ 
buted to the defence and security of the 
kingdom in one part where it was most pe¬ 
culiarly vulnerable. In the case of the at¬ 
tendance of Irish gents., an inconvenience 
never to be removed was submitted to. In 
the present instance, all that was called tor 
on the part of Ireland was submission to 
an inconvenience of a temporary nature, at 
a crisis when all that was dearest to both 
countries was at stake. But a good deal had 
, been insisted on as to the violation of the 
principles of the militia establishment. He 
could not help thinking that* if gents, who 
urged this objection had taken the trouble 
to allude a little to the records and usages 
of parliament, they would not have laid so 
much stress as they appeared to do on the 
argument. Gents, would do well to recollect 
that a standing army, such it now stood, 
was repugnant to the original principles of 
the constitution, but a difference of circum¬ 
stances had in the lapse of years produced 
the present 4 extended establishment. In 
judging of the expediency of the measure 
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now before the house, he thought it but fair 
therefore, to look back to former prece¬ 
dents, and not to stand so closely by the 
strict letter of the militia system. Prece¬ 
dents of the same description certainly did 
exist, and it was too rigid a mode of reason¬ 
ing to hold up one principle one day and to 
disclaim it on another occasion, when, per¬ 
haps, it was found cbnvenient to hold another 
species of argument. On the general prin¬ 
ciple, then, he did not think that the mea¬ 
sure was liable to the objections which liad 
been urged against it in the course of the 
discussion. There were, however, several 
paints on which he wished to make a few 
observations. If the right hon. gent, on the 
other side (Mr. Yorke) meant, that the only 
return to be made for the militia regiments 
volunteering to this country should consist 
of a new body of militia to be raised in Ire¬ 
land, he should most strongly oppose such 
an arrangement as highly objectionable. If 
it was meant that the deficiency should be 
made up by foreign corps, Iiis objection, so 
far from being weakened would be material¬ 
ly strengthened. He had no difficulty in 
declaring, that he had the strongest pbjecr 
lion to the introduction of foreign corps into 
any part of the empire, but he more parti¬ 
cularly objected to their introduction into 
Ireland in the present circumstances of that 
country. To suppose that the people of En¬ 
gland warned foreign corps to defend them 
against* the attempts of France, would be 
disgraceful to the national character. What 
would the posterity of the present age think 
of the inhabitants of England being so lux¬ 
urious or so corrupted as to trust the de¬ 
fence of all that is dearest to men to be 
upheld by no considerations but the mere 
low consideratiou of pecuniary reward ? Ax 
to Ireland, more particularly, he begged leave 
to enter his most solemn protest against such 
a measure, as the introduction of any fo¬ 
reign corps. On various occasions ministers 
had stated, and they had stated truly, that 
there was a very visible change in the senti¬ 
ments and feelings of the people of Ireland* 
as far as related to the invasion of a French 
force. Fortunately, a most important change 
on this head had taken place, and at this 
moment he believed that no part of the po* 
pulation of Ireland entertained any confi¬ 
dence in the fhl&O and delusive promises of 
the despot of France, who was now threaten* 
irig a descent on our shores. There was 
wish for assistance from a power which was 
regarded with universal detestation and ab- 
h&rrencei But, though it was true, that the 
pedple of Ireland had no wish for French 
assistance, it did not by any means follow 
n 9 . 
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that they were satisfied with the conduc* of 
ministers. Such an assertion had not indeed 
teen made by ministers, and it was right 
that it had not been made, for it was an as¬ 
sertion contrary to fact. The bon. member, 
in illnstration of this sentiment, drew a very 
animated picture of the situation of Ireland, 
at the moment when the,offers which formed 
the ground of the present bill were brought 
forward. He particularly referred to the 
letters written by the lord chancellor of 
that country. He characterised this pro- 
d/utionas one calculated, not to instruct, 
hut misrepresent; not to conciliate, but to 
irritate. It was a production fitted to in¬ 
tuit and degrade the religious opinions of a 
great majority of the Irish people. It was 
evidently intended to dictate in matters con¬ 
nected only with the Divine Being and itie 
individnuls concerned It was an indecent, 
an unjustifiable libel on the character ot the 
people of Ireland. He stated his decided 
di&sent from any idea bring entertained, that 
the people of Ireland were'at all satisfied 
with the measures pursued by ministers since 
their accession to power, so far as the affairs 
of ihs^t pari of the empire were concerned. 
He particularly quoted several passages from 
the speech of the right lion. gent, now nt 
the head of his Myjesly’s govt., previous to 
the union, and in recommendation of that 
measure, which demonstrated his opinion, 
that ihe situation of Ireland was one which 
admitted of many impoitant improvements, 
tie was proceeding to a»k of the house what 
improvements.,that right hon. gent/s admi¬ 
nistration had produced ? when he was called 
to .order by 

Colonel fouler, who said, the present 
stage of ihe bill was not the proper one for 
inch a discussion. The colonel not being 
supported, however, by the opinion of the 
speaker, 

Colonel Hutchinson was allowed to pro¬ 
ceed, He said, he was just about to con¬ 
clude his observations, when the hon. mem¬ 
ber had thought pioper to in^trupt him. He 
Aid not widi to add to the irritation of his 
ppontrymen, by making any allusions which 
COuld have that effect, but he conceived that, 
In the present stage of the bill, fie had 
a t%ht to explain his sentiments fully, and 
(o demonstrate on what grounds fie was led 
fo support a bill which, Weid to accept the 
pffeir of 10,000 of his countrymen to serve 
|n Grea t Britain. He had no idea of smug- 
r'gtifig Web? hill through, the house at a mo- 
.tfeepl wben.pye ought npt tet Shrink from 
jdniy.;’; ,M fie appealed to the house wht- 
feefc" ho had not always endeavoured to in* 

tq attend aet 


riously to the concerns of Ireland, in order 
to remove the cause of that discontent and 
agitation, which seemed to excite so much 
alarm in the mind of ihe hon. member; 
but surely this was not a time to shrink 
from the discharge of public duty ; every 
man should spe^k out boldly, and warn the 
govt, of ihe danger to which it may be ex¬ 
posed, from persevering in an iniquitous 
system, that was tried for centuries, with 
occasional variation, but had always failed. 
He felt, in common with every member of 
the house, and every person in the country, 
wbo valued its interest, that private consi¬ 
derations ought to be sacrificed, prejudice 
combated, the passions moderated, and party 
spirit, as veil as religious discord, extin¬ 
guished ; the terrible effects of this were 
too keenly felt, and were likely to be still 
experienced, if not removed by seasonable 
and sound policy, instead ot that which en¬ 
couraged and fomented this dreadful cause, 
which 

Called truth itself to testify a fraud. 

And frtampt impostuic with the seal of God. 1 " 

The hon. member concluded, with giving 
his support to the bill. 

Mr. Burroughs, thought that a great part 
of the hon. gent/s speech had nothing to do 
with the question before the house. Ho 
applied this observation particularly to the 
employment of foreign corps, and the re¬ 
marks made on the letters of the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland. He contended, that 
many of the general objections against the 
bill would be very powerful under the ordi¬ 
nary circumstances of the country. It was 
to be recollected, however, that the present 
was not a period of ordinary danger, but a 
crisis of unexampled interest. It was on 
this principle that he judged of the bill, and 
0 ”. this ground it bad his support. It did 
not appear to him fair to argue against the 
bill on the ground that the Irish militia, who 
volunteered their services to til's country, 
were to be immediately removed from Ire¬ 
land. If he had conceived that the bill ne¬ 
cessarily implied this, he could not but 
have viewed it in a very different light As 
it struck his mind, however, all that was 
meant by the measure was, to enable par¬ 
liament to sanction any preparatory measures 
which particular Circumstances might ren¬ 
der desirable at a moment of peculiar/emer¬ 
gency. Such an emergency might occur at 
no remote period, and it would be very ex« 
traordbia ry policy, never to think of pre¬ 
cautions till the day of actual danger ap¬ 
proached. Would any man say, that we 
ought to wait till the fleet from Brest, or any 
of ti^e enemy's ports, ha4 eluded our vigi- 
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lance, before we had recourse to plans for 
the safety of the united kingdoms ? He as¬ 
sented, therefore, to the bill, from a con¬ 
viction that such were the objects of it, and 
that no immediate withdrawing of these 
forces from Ireland was to take place, till 
the exigencies of this country absolutely and 
urgently required them. 

Mr. Canning delivered his sentiments in 
opposition to the bill. He had not intend¬ 
ed to deliver his sentiments, but to content 
himself with a silent vote, but the view of 
the subject taken by bis hon. friend who 
spoke last, induced him to trouble the 
house with a few observations. In judging 
of the bill, there were three points to be 
taken into consideration. It was to be con¬ 
sidered, how far (he measure was at all 
necessary ? how far Ireland possessed the 
means of supplying the force proposed to 
be sent into this country? and in what 
manner the deficiency created by this sup¬ 
ply was to be repaired ? On the first of 
these points, he wished to postpone his ob¬ 
servations, til! he had alluded to the means 
possessed by Ireland, of furnishing the sup¬ 
ply of troops to be raised by the bill. On 
this point he contended, that an hon. gent* 
on the other side (Col. Hutchinson) had* 
so far from being out of order, argued in a 
manner the most strictly logical. When 
speaking of the means of Ireland to supply 
the force wanted, nothing was more na¬ 
tural than to allude to the political circum¬ 
stances and situation of Ireland. When 
discussing this subject, gents, ought to keep 
in view, that Ireland at this moment la¬ 
boured under martial law, that the habeas 
corpus act was suspended, that a rebellion 
had burst forth, and that some new insur¬ 
rection might ere long make its appearance. 
How far Ireland possessed the means of 
giving the supply of troops wanted, was 
therefore a matter of serious inquiry. How 
far the measure was expedient was an in¬ 
quiry not less interesting. The principle 
of the bill, as described by a right hon. 
gent, below (Mr. Yorke), was to procure, 
by the speediest means, an augmentation 
of our disposable force. That such an aug¬ 
mentation was desirable, all parties al¬ 
lowed, and the only question was, how it 
was to be most speedily effected. The 
house had been told by ministers, that, 
even with an establishment of 70,000 En¬ 
glish militia, and 380,000 volunteers,! Our 
whole regular force was locked up from 
offensive operations. How, then, was this 
inconveniency to be removed ? Why, the 
fact was, according to the reasoning of mi¬ 
nisters, that whet this immense force could 


not accomplish, wafc to be effected by ait 
addition of io,ood Irish militia. True It 
was, that we had previously 70,000 mili¬ 
tia, and 380,000 volunteers j but this Was 
quite unavailing. But only allow us io,Od<p 
Irish militia, and the scale will be imme¬ 
diately turned. Our whole regular force 
would be at liberty, and we should haveafi 
many men as we required t© be dispatched 
cn any distant expeditions. Such was the 
only intelligible view of the reasoning of 
ministers 5 but what could be more ridicu¬ 
lous or absurd ? But he wished to put th© 
matter in a point of view, if possible, still 
more striking. Ministers insisted much oil 
the necessity of a disposable force. But 
how was it that this force was to be pro¬ 
cured ? The fact v\a% that ministers in-* 
troduced into this country a proportion of 
the force of Ireland, raised for limited ser¬ 
vice ; and how did they propose to supply 
the place of this force ? They proposed to 
do thi> by raising a new proportion of force 
for limited service in the same country* 
The consequence was obvious. The dis¬ 
posable force of the empire was not aug¬ 
mented, while ministers, by augmenting 
the force for limited service, cut off the 
supplies of the regular army. Minister*/ 
had nothing consistent or uniform in their 
view's. They knew • not what they pro¬ 
posed, and they took no effectual means of 
carrying any of their plans into effect* 
They were subject to eternal variations of 
opinion. They never advanced boldly to 
any object, u They lightly waddled to the 
end in view.”—He did not mean to under¬ 
value these offers of extended service, by 
his hesitation in voting for the bill. He 
denied that Ireland could spare that force, 
or that England stood in need of it, and 
therefore concluded with voting against 
the bill. . 

Mr. Bastard said, he thought the pre¬ 
sent measures were quite contrary to the 
constitution of the militia, on whom thd 
country greatly relied for the expulsion 6r 
the enemy. Those regiments were limited 
to particular services, pnd it was proper 
they should continue so, because the nearer 
these regiments were to the place wheris 
they were raised, the more influence they 
would have, and the more service they 
would render. He hoped the militia would 
never again be exposed to the measurei 
adopted during last War. He had heard 
rumours of a regiment of Irish militia hav¬ 
ing made offers q{ extended service* to this 
country, Without the consent of one single 
officer belonging to it; He knew that there 
were certain regiments who adopted such 1 
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winras during last war, merely for the 
rpose of spiteing their officers. _ This bill 
nve rise to a system'of deliberation in re- 
rjments, and so far from assisting the re- 
of the regular army, it injured it, 
6 $ raising the competition. 

' Mr Pitches thought the measure came 
father premaiurely, without any previous 
hohstderation of the situation of Ireland, or 
4 u$y danger of ®n immediate descent on 
this country. If there even were an ap- 
parent necessity, it was a measure of such 
$ nature that the house ought to look askew 
4 fc' it. It was impossible to see where in- 
novation Would end, if a rash zeal was to 
W spoken of in term** °f s ^ c h exultation, 
^hii measure was, he knew, considered as 
fog key-stone of a» new system; but he 
wa$ one of those who adhered to the ori¬ 
ginal contract. This was considered as a 
End of intermarriage; but without dimi- 
fishing the gallantry of the Irish nation, 
when be considered their propensity to ce- 
|$b&cy, and the character of the English 
te$, he doubted whether one link would 
fce added to the connubial chain. How¬ 
ever he might approve the principle of re¬ 
turning the- visit of the militia of this coun- 
ttjf, he condemned the Irish nation forgiv¬ 
ing way so much to bashfulness as to think 
that necessary. It was but yesterday that 
ministers wanted to brighten over this 
.blooming act of the Irish nation, which 
they said did not want to be glossed over 
% any further operation. Now the offer 
was. too fascinating to be rejected. He 
j^lmiriedi this generous tender of loyalty, 
feit to make use of it, would be to admit 
§^the constitution was vulnerable, and 
fbai it w*U necessary it should have an 
jjiketoian pier to rest upon. But before 
Irish militia was admitted into this 
country, he thought there should have been 
dhthemge from his Majesty, declaring that 
^religious and political enmities in that 
iu’htr*? were at an end. If the invasion 
■aid co^ie, the people Of Ireland would 
t lordly fpr their militia. If the bill 
r^W&s bouse* li would gp to make 
rdnited, an amphibious militia. Gon- 
Vlfg-dhe object for which this measure 
* ^ught forward, at this moment of 
tpfedvdahger, he saw it with infinite 
Alarm, had apparently seized the 
mind; hut it ought to be crushed 
b jtneasUte. It would not be 
^wever, while we had an admt- 
^&se thhiiag^Ment of the forces 
, 4 tty was to, be estimated in thte 
inner as the use made, of cyphers 
athematicians, which being mul¬ 



tiplied three or four fold, produced no- 

thing. . 

Sir R. Hill said, that it was a subject 
upon which military men were the most 
competent to decide ; and he begged leave 
to read, as part of his speech, a letter he 
had received from a nephew of his, who 
had seen considerable service in Toulon, 
Egypt, and in Ireland ; and who, though 
a young man, had attained the rank of 
brigadier-general. Sir Richard then read 
part of the letter, which expressed a strong 
opinion of the advantages that would result 
from an interchange of the militia ; and 
spoke in high terms of the Irish militia. 
There were no better troops than the Irish 
militia* and if they were under good of¬ 
ficers, they may be depended upon for any 
service. 

Colonel Vereker was gratified, even by 
the admission of the hon. baronet’s corres¬ 
pondent, that the Irish militia may be de¬ 
pended upon if well officered. He was 
sure that all the Irish militia, and particu¬ 
larly the regiment he had the honour to 
command, would, if England were invaded, 
vie with each other who should be the 
foremost to come to her assistance. But 
when Ireland was equally threatened with 
England, and when there was a French 
fleet expressly destined to attack Ireland, 
he could not see the merit of the attach¬ 
ment, loyalty, and zeal, as they were called, 
of volunteering services to another part of 
the empire not more in danger. He was 
particularly adverse to the measure, as the 
Sec. of State admitted that the regiments 
were as highly disciplined as troops of the 
line, and, in fact, they did garrison duty, 
and other duty with troops of the line, and 
on the same footing. From the most vul¬ 
nerable part of the British isles, as he con¬ 
tended Ireland was, this measure proposed 
to take 10,000 of the best disciplined of 
this admirable militia, and to replace it 
with 10,000 of the army of reserve^ who, 
if they were such men as he saw in Ireland 
belonging to the army of reserve, were not 
worth iooo of the men that composed the* 
Irish militia. He contended that the ser¬ 
vice of the English militia to Ireland was 
returned by the vote of the Irish parlia¬ 
ment, and the actual transfer of two regi¬ 
ments of the Irish militia to Guernsey andt 
Jersey. If these 10,000 men were to b© 
replaced by m equal number of English 
militia, he shpuld have no objection;. an 
interchange of this nature had been held 
out as one of 4 he beneficial consequences 
of the union. If England were invaded, 
or if the Brest fleet vy£re disabled from iiw 
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vading Ireland, and England were then 
threatened, he would be the first to vo¬ 
lunteer in her defence; but while the dan¬ 
ger was the same, if not greater, with re¬ 
spect to Ireland, he thought it his duty to 
defend his country first. The safety of his 
own country was dearer to him than that 
of all the world : the safety of England was 
next. The question was put, when 

Mr. Windham rbse. He supposed that as 
the right hon. gentlemen on the other side 
found they did not make much progress by 
argument, they meant to carry thequestion by 
some other means. It was true, that what had 
been urged against them this night was not 
new ; but it was not possible to consider 
this or any other military measure, without 
reference to the whole of our military sys¬ 
tem. He should now confine what he had to 
say to the measuie before the house reserv¬ 
ing what else he had tn offer for other 
measure, which was t > be discussed to¬ 
morrow or some other day. He confessed 
he was one of those who was glad that 
there was to be an opportunity for gentlemen 
“ exercising their lungs,” as the right hon. 
secretary called it, he supposed in contra¬ 
distinction to what on a former day he had 
termed “ solid votes,” on both measures se¬ 
parately. He contended that what took place 
in 1798, when the English militia volun¬ 
teered to Ireland, was entirely distinct. The 
constitutional principle of holding the militia 
to limited service was not inflexible. There 
was no inconsistency in those who consent¬ 
ed to give way in some circumstances, re¬ 
fusing to give way in others, and those who 
consented then, were not bound by that 
consent from future opposition. The other 
question, as to the vote in 1799, was toto ccelo 
different, for there was then a rebellion in 
Ireland, a foreign enemy was also m the 
country, and menacing it with a greater 
force. The proposition originated with the 
Irish parliament, and the circumstances of 
the present time were entirely different. As 
to the return of the visit, it would never 
end; visit would beget visit, and con¬ 
tinued transition and intermixture would 
be established, except the thing rested 
upon the first return. It was probable, that 
in 1799, while the rebellion still subsisted, 
the English militia were thought a safer 
description of force for Jieland. He at that 
time supported the sending Englih militia 
to Ireland, and the transfer of the services* 
of a part of the Irish militia to another part 
of the empire. The experience gained by 
that proceeding was one reason for his op* 


position to the present measure, The effects 
which the precedent had on the ebataitfeir 
and discipline of the militia force, had been 
stated fully by the hon. gent, who wept fed* 
fore him (Mr. Bastard). He first objected 
to the measure that it was a breach of good 
faith. The maxim of vofonti non Jit injuriti 
«ould not be justly applied, as the men felt 
themselves in a disagreeable situation, and i 
sort of necessity was put upon them, when 
part of their corps offered, to follow the 
example. He instanced the situation of 
Lieut. Browne, mentioned in a sort of way 
in the papers, so as to admit of an invidious 
construction : this gent, had in reality shewq 
more manliness by refusing to volunteer. 
recollected a similar instance where the mem¬ 
ber for Nottingham (Mr. Pierrcpont), was 
the only man that refused to give his assent 
at a time when the act for enabling the En¬ 
glish militia to serve in Ireland was passed^ 
as it were, by acclamation. The effect on 
the discipline of the militia was most perni¬ 
cious. One deliberation led to another; 
and if it even ended on the instant, was it 
not a degrading and pernicious thing that a 
commanding officer should be obliged, even 
for that once, to descend to a canvass an<$ 
solicitation of his men. Let gentlemen 
take a lesson from experience. It was well 
known that the officers who had been obliged 
to take such a step, had never been abfe to 
recover their authority. The present high, 
state of discipline in the militia, was owing' 
to its long, regular, and unchanged establish^ 
merit. If the system should be broke iff 
upon, that cause of perfection would no 
longer remain. These two main objectiout 
lay to the plan as laid down. If parliament* 
was called upon to vote the measure on trusi 
that was intelligible. If ministers offer#! 
one set of reasons while they acted on an¬ 
other, how was parliament to decide ? tfe 
Was argued, that though the power was 
given, it was not meant to use it immediately; 
If any thing required immediate ule afcdb 
was unfit to keep, if was certainly an offer 
of voluntary service. It was more liable te r 
spoil thanumackarel itself. The circumstan¬ 
ces would change, and the disposition of the 
men would change with them. It was cer¬ 
tainly a great effort of ingenuity to pcieate* 
a disposable force by transferring from one; 
island to another a force in its own nature- 
not disposable; ahd‘ it was extremely 
whimsical to think of creating a force for 
offensive operations, not by increasing the 
army, but by raising more militia. As to 
the recruiting service, it could not go on. 





nlkjnen met themselves in their own 
ttr¥et} ttie moment they went to Ireland 
Braise new regiments for general service 
»Mey would find themselves 'here already 
raniOE ?or io,ooomilitia. 1 he effect ot the 
incisure was to bring a force from a coun¬ 
try where it was more wanted, to a country 
where it was less wanted; then, to re- 
jdace it, a fresh militia is to be got at a 
Wifier price, and to run the. same round, 
gentlemen who were belter acquainted 
Iwlth the, character of the Irish militia than 
tie, but not better than the hon. gent. who 
Ipoke last in opposition to the measure, 
■may see reasons for accepting the offers 
Which he did not see. He therefore voted 
jigiinst the motion. 

"Xord Castlereagh said, the right hon. g e ut< 
who just sat down, had weakened Ins 
Charge by admitting, with all the ingenuity 
ttiaf he was known to possess, and the un- 

f fouled facility of giving an air ot novelty 
What had been often repeated, that he 
;loufd add nothing new to the familiar ar¬ 
guments urged against the ptesent measure. 
He did not think it right, after the able 
Statement of his right hon. friend at the 
commencement of this debate, to go over 
’fjiesame ground atlength; but as the charge 
'6fsilence had been made, he begged leave 
merely to slate the purpose of tile measure, 
it was not an exchange of militia services, 
Oil any enlarged principle, that was in the 
*foi tern plat ion of his Majesty’s ministers. 
“Ifhough, if that measure could be effected 
^ithqut driving from the militia the gen¬ 
tlemen of piopeity, it would render the mi* 
Jjtia the great bulwark of the empire. 
’Cooking upon that as one of the best mea- 
*®&s that could be adopted, he was sure 
would disgust the militia if it should 
/novir be prematurely pressed forward. The 
sentiments and disposition of the militia on 
this head, ought to be watched and follow^ 
led up,' not anticipated. He thought it 
ttfeht, therefore, to say, that his Majesty’s 
fffmisters did not mean this even a begin- 
, nine or introduction to such a system. 

f y did not even mean to put the mat¬ 
ron the footing of the year 1798, 
h a rebellion raged in Ireland, though 
^je w;a| 'sure if the same necessity existed, 
tbef4 would be but one feeling with respect 
■ tp voluntary service, without limit of time 
%r place. In liis opinion, a high motive of 
/ ■’policy was.a good ground for accepting a 
service front the militia beyond what it was 
bound to by their original constitution. He 
, -deprecated the ,mode of arguing againg 
piloting the power, by assuming that it 


would be abused when it was granted. He 
contended that soldiers were frequent y 
put in a deliberative capacity, paiticularly 
when called upon to volunteer in a storm¬ 
ing party, or on a forlorn hope, or any 
other service of exlraordinary danger. 
He was sure 110 person would be nu>re 
ready than his hon. friend over the way 
(Col. Vereker), to volunteer services ot 
danger for the safety of any part ot the 
empire, but he could not approve ot the 
idea of a local patriotism, prelenng one 
part to all the rest. As to the mischief ot 
bringing away the men of properly and 
magistrates in the Irish militia, this would 
only apply if each regiment w ere kept m 
its own district. As it was now, and had 
always been the case in the Irish militia, to 
serve in counties distant from their own, 
he could see no difference between their 
serving in England, and in a remote part 
of Ireland. As to the next objection, that 
the raising of an additional militia force 
would cripples the recruiting, experience 
had proved it would not. As to the argu¬ 
ment that fencibtes ought to be raised, he 
conceived it would be sufficient to reflect, 
that the men would be raised more speedily, 
more cheaply, and more rapidly by being 
incorporated with militia regiments already 
highly disciplined. Besides, there was no 
source from which experienced officers 
could be found for fen< ibie regiments. It 
was the opinion of the best officers, that 
with eight new regiments, and ten new 
battalions, with the existing disposable 
force more at liberty by the present mea¬ 
sure, we should be in a condition to under¬ 
take offensive operations. It was not the 
object of the present measure to lessen the 
defence of Ireland. If that was the object 
the removal of the regular troop* would 
more naturally be thought of He dis¬ 
claimed the idea of bringing the ItUh mi¬ 
litia to this country from any motive of sus¬ 
picion. He knew the difficulties men had to 
contend with in their own country $ but he 
had s£cn the Irish militia tried in the year 
1798 by plans of seduction beyond any* 
thing that the ingenuity or wickedness of 
men would for its own sake ever practise 
again ; and though a few had fallen victims, 
the great mass had proved inaccessible. 

Mr, Thomas Grenville remarked an in¬ 
consistency among the speakers on the op¬ 
posite side. -The right hon. secretary ad¬ 
duced the transactions of 1798 and 1799* 
as precedents to sanction the present, pm- 
ceedings, while the noble lord disclaimed 
making such a use of them* He denied 
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that there was any analogy between the cir¬ 
cumstances of the voluntary offer in 1798, 
and a cold cabinet measure like the present. 
The noble lord disclaimed, for his Majesty’s 
ministers, any idea of making this measure 
even the foundation of an interchange of 
militia 3 but he doubted, whether the man¬ 
ner in which his lordship spoke, woujd have 
the effect of quieting^ the apprehension 
which some of his hearers might entertain 
on that subject. There were many modes 
in a voluntary otter, that might be procured 
in a manner little short of actual violence. 
He noticed, as a great inconsistency, that 
while the raper on the table stated, the offer 
to come only from 6,000, the bill empower¬ 
ed the disposal of 10,000. With all re¬ 
spect for the Irish militia, and believing 
them to be as gallant men as any in the 
world, he did not think either English or 
Irish militia equal to regular troops, nor 
could he believe, that the removal of 10,000 
Irish militia to this country would give a 
regular force of the same amount. It was a 
whimsical argument to say, that this was 
the quickest way of obtaining 10,000 men, 
while it was said, that the power, though 
given, was was not to be speedily used. True, 
the appeal to the volunteer spirit of the 
army for the formation of storming parties 
and forlorn hopes, was giving them a deli¬ 
berative power, but it was a deliberation to 
be decided on the impulse of the moment, 
to which Britons would never be wanting. 
It was widely distinct from a cold delibera¬ 
tion likq that of the present measure. He 
complained, that in matters which were so 
intimately connected wiih the regular army, 
the house was called upon to vote wiihout 
any account of the regular army before them. 
Sometimes one minister and sometimes an¬ 
other took from their pockets papers, which 
they read as such accounts, and which they 
put in their pockets ^again. He thought it 
wrong that this measure was divided from 
that which was to replace the force to be 
taken away* Both should.be connected, and 
gentlemen would thus have the opportunity 
of considering the whole together. At pre¬ 
sent, if this bill passed, there wasmq security 
that the force, the removal of Which it 
Would authorise, would be replaced. 

The Hon. C. U . Ruichtwn , ip explana¬ 
tion, allowed that he had expressed himself 
decidedly against replacing the Irish militia 
by foreign troops 3 but he approved of their 
being replaced by English militia. 

Lord de Blaquiere said, he was astonished 
to see the house so long deliberating upon 
the propriety of accepting the sen ices of their 
Vo*. II- 


loyal fellow subjects in Ireland, so gallantly, 
so disinterestedly, tendered by them at the 
present crisis. He contended , 4 that the union 
of the two kingdoms Was incomplete, till $ 
general measure upon the grounds of mutual 
benefits and reciprocal assistance was esta¬ 
blished j but, as this was at the present mo¬ 
ment impracticable, it was an unfair proceed¬ 
ing in the house to couple the two things 
together} one point* and one alone, could be 
considered, and that one was, whether we 
shall, at tins moment of peril, condescend to 
avail ourselves of the volunteer services of our 
brethren in Ireland, or shall we contume* 
liously tell them, that even their services are 
beneath our consideration.—Upon what prin* 
ciple it was that this occasion had been taken 
to reprobate the system of volunteer services 
in the army, he could not understand.-—No 
man was a greater enemy to the deliberatibn 
of soldiers in arms than himself, but, without 
volunteer services, great achievements had 
never been performed, nor did he see the 
wisdom in questioning the use of volunteer 
exertions at a moment when almost the ex¬ 
tire defence of the country depended upon 
the volunteers. It was against the true spi¬ 
rit of the union he contended, that these 
difficulties *were made—that measure which 
was to strengthen the empire,* and increase 
its consequence, Avhat was its proposed opera¬ 
tion, what must foreign nations say, when 
for the first time it is brought into considera¬ 
tion, they shall learn, that a doubt ara&e whe¬ 
ther the two kingdoms should mutually assist 
each other, and that this point was gravely 
debated in the parliament of die empire ?— 
And shall nothing be said on the part of the 
people of Ireland, are they to have no feeling 
for your contumely ?—A kingdom, he said, as 
independent as your own, whose indepen¬ 
dence you was forced to acknowledge, or we 
wouldnot have treated withyou, a people, who 
have sacrificed that independence, who have 
cashiered their parliament, who have given 
up their consequence as a nation, to coalqsde 
with you as friends, is it meant that this peo¬ 
ple should be told that their present situation, 
is so abject, that even their services are not 
worth your acceptance* Gentlemen cannot 

be in earnest > n impossible, s’ #\ 

The question being loudly called fer^,the 
bouse divided on die motion that*' tne 
speaker do leave the chair, when theri ap¬ 
peared, , t t 

Arts . ‘ - , 

.jS’hrs ■ , * V ■ “ ; 

Majority - ~rfO 

* The bUi wa« accordingly committed, and 
#tlie repot t ordered to be received on Thursday. 
E 
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- List ef tie Minority. < 

Adufr, Robert _ Holhnd, Henry,.jun. 
B*n»k«, H««ry Howard, Henry 

Barclay, Sir Robert Kt’nmigtpn, lord 

Bastara, John PolUtfcn Lawrence:, preach 
BOtfverie,H<m Ed* i^mon, Sir William 
Canning, lit. Hon. Geo, Maddox, Wm. Augustus 
Cavendh h,ld Gco.A.H. Marsham, Viscount 
CoOke, ifryau Milncf, Si* William 

Citcvjey, Thomas Mooit, George Peter 
Cpsr, Hon John Moipcth, Viscount 

Dickinson, Wm. jtm Notth, 'Dudley 
Dillon,Hon.H Augustus Ord, William 
DuntUs, Hon. Chas. L. OsBiiktoi?, I ord 
Duuda^ Hon.Gto. H.JL. Petty, Lord Henry 
Elford, Sit William Poiehcstcr, Lord 
Fustoh, Earl of Pytches, John 

Fdllowes, Hon. Newton Ruuel, Lord William 
Folkestone, Viscount Smith William 

Stanhope, Waller Spencer 
Thointon, Henry 
Verckfr, Chat Its 
Walpole, Hon. Gcoige 
Ward, Hon. John, Wm. 
Windham, Ri. Hon. Wm. 
(♦renville, Rr. Hon, T. Wrotttskv. fm John 
Gunning, Geo, Wm, Wynne, SirtVntk>n Wm. 
Hamilton, Ld. Arch. Young, Sir William 

C ^ c,a M°! ,n | Tellers. 


Fellowes, Wm. Henry 
Foster, Rt» Hon, John 
F6x,Hon. Chas. Jas. 
Ft^ncis, Philip 
Gower, Ld G. Levhoti 
Gregor, Francis 


Elliot, William J 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Wednesday , April\ 11, l60l. 

[Minutes.] In the appeal (tom the court 
of sessions in Scotland Abercrombie *o, El- 
nhinstone, Mr. Clarke was heard for the re¬ 
spondent. Thi further consideration was de¬ 
ferred until Friday. The evcral bills on the 
table Were passed in their respective stages. 

[Defence of the Country.] The 
Earl of Sujfblk rose for the purpose of correcting 
an brrdr which found its way into some of the 
public prints, respecting what he had said 
when he had the honour of addressing their 
lordships on the day before. It was imputed 
to him, that in speaking of the manner in 
Which the commands of two vacant regiments 
ha^f been lately disposed of, that he should 
hafre said, that his noble friend had been pas¬ 
sed over, while the regiments had been bestow¬ 
ed pn persons who had performed no service 
country, or Words to that effect, He 
bagged leave to disclaim ever having made use 
oFady such expression. With one of those 
bffiAfrL (he meant to allude to him who had 
speeded to the late Sir Wm, Fawcett's regt- 
hntmt); he was well acquainted. He knew 
to be a deserving and meritorious officer, 
Who had seen much service ip various parts of 
the world, With the other gallant general 
tie bad dpt Ibe honour of being acquainted, 
‘ JU»d^»lood'that he was an able ande|- 

.i officer also. He thought it his duty 

ft rtpis-stateraent, which he was fkf 

J 


from supposing to be intentional, and be did 
not intend to make any motion on the subject. 
He would, notwithstanding, take the liberty 
of offering a suggestion to the house; and 
that wa«, whether a little extension of the 
acquiescence in a practice that had lately pre¬ 
sailed, would not be desirable? and whether, 
for the purpose of preventing inaccuracies in 
the reports of their lordships’ proceedings, it 
would not be proper to give some better ac¬ 
commodation to those who—(here his lord- 
ship was called to order, and immediately sat 
down). 

[VotUNTEBB CoNSOUDATION Bill].— 
The house having gone into a ccjpmittee ui 
the bill, several alterations, merely verbal, 
were made. On the clause being read, wbii h 
empowers commanding officers to take any 
man misbehaving himself in the ranks, and 
place him under anest during thr time the 
corps is exercising, Lord Grenville moved, 
that the clause be omitted altogether. r Ihe 
noble lord objected to the clause, on the 
ground that it went to prowde for nothing 
more than what was already provided for, w 
he might in case of riotous behaviour be given 
in charge of a constable,. On this motion the 
house divided, Contents 32. Non-contents 7, 
Majority for the clause 15 .—Lord Grenville 
said; he should nit object to the prerogative 
clause in the bill, os it would be recollected, 
he had, on a former evening, given notice of 
his intention to make it the subject of a distinct 
motion.—The house divided on the clausefor 
allowing the marching guinea. LordGrenville 
suggested, as an amendment, to allow the gui¬ 
nea to them instead of purchasing clothes. 
The numbers were, Contents 24 Non-con¬ 
tents 14 . Majority against the amendment 10. 
—Another division took place on a vcibal 
amrndpifne. Content® 22. Non-contents 11. 
—After discussing several other clauses, in 
which no alterations were made, the chairman 
was directed to report pjogress, and ask leave 
to sit again to morrow. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday % April , 11, 1804 . 

[Minutks.I—M r. Vausittsrt moved, that 
there be laid before the house an estimate of 
the sum which may be wanted for his Majes-f 
ty's foreign and secret services for the year 
1804 . Ordered,—'Sit John Newport post¬ 
poned his motion respecting the llchester 
election till Friday next.^Mr. Foster moved, 
that there be laid before the house an account 
of the quantity of corn, meal, malt, and 
grain, imported into, and exported from 







Ireland, together ^vith the bounties and dti- | 
ties paid thereon frorn the 1st Jan. 1800; to 
the 1st Jan. 1804, distinguishing the quantity 
for each year. Ordered.—Also, that there be 
laid before the house an account ofiht- average 
price of English, Welch, and Scotch grain, 
from the 15th Feb. 1802. Ordered.—Also, 
that there be laid before the house an account 
of the duties paid on exports of Jineq from 
Ireland, since the commencement of that trade, 
the amount of the number of yards exported, 
and of the duties paid thereon. Ordered.— 
Mr. Windham moved for an account of the 
number of men raised in Great-Britatin and 
Ireland for the army of reserve, pursuant to 
the act for that purpose, distinguishing the 
number of the same engaged for general ser¬ 
vice, &c. Ordered. 

[Irish Militia Augmentation Bill.] 
Mr. Secretary Yorhe moved, that the order of 
the day should be read for the committal of 
this bill j but, previously to his moving that 
the speaker do leave the chair, he took the 
opportunity of mentioning, that by inadver¬ 
tency a clause had been introduced into the 
b»U which would appear to throw the expense 
that would attend this measure altogether 
upon Ireland ; this certainly would be unjust, 
and it was far from the intention of govt ; 
he therefore intended to remedy this, when 
the bill should go into a committee, if such 
was the pleasure of the house. He then mo¬ 
ved, that the speaker should quit the chair. 

Colonel C?aufutdstu'id, that the bill upon 
the table bore so near a relation to that 
which had been under discussion last night, 
and both of them had so close a connexion 
with others which his Majesty’s ministers 
had in contemplation, that they must be 
considered not as separate measures each 
complete in itself, but as component parts 
of one genera! plan.——-Indeed, the right 
lion. Sec. of State in opening this business 
to the house, after a statement (on which 
he should presently make a few remarks) 
‘of the actual amount of the force which 
had been provided for the defence of the 
empire, had proceeded very properly to 
bring under one view the whole of the 
measures by which it was proposed to pro¬ 
cure a disposable force for future offensive 
operations: and, although the several parts 
of this plan were now brought successively 
before the house in separate bills, yet no 
one of them could, with prppriety, be dis¬ 
cussed or decided upon, without reference 
to the others,*——He should therefore think 
it necessary to say a vfcfry few words upon 
the bill for empowering bis Majesty to Ac¬ 
cept the voluntary offers ol the Irish militia* 


before lie proceeded to comment upon that 
which provided for the augmentation of 
that force. With respect to the former, he 
said, that he had last night come down to 
the house with a determination to give it 
his support, but that the only grounds upon 
which he should have done so had been so 
distinctly disavowed by His Majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters, that ho was greatly embarrassed 
what course to pursue. Tne principle of 
the measure had been combated by argu¬ 
ments so strong in themselves, so 'forcibly 
stated, and so completely unanswered, that 
had he come to a decision in consequence 
of what he heard in the debate, he must, 
in opposition to his original intention, haver 
voted against the bill. Still however his 
objections to having a large body of Irish 
militia acting in Ireland were «o strong, 
that notwithstanding the force of the argu* 
mems urged by the opposers of the mea¬ 
sure and the weakness of those by which it 
was defended, he would have adhered to 
his resolution of giving it his support, had 
it not been for the very explicit declaration 
made towards the close of the debate by a 
noble loril(Castlereagli), which left him little 
reason to hope that the object which ho 
had in view would be accomplished. Un¬ 
der these circumstances, approving of the 
measure as an abstract question, but de- 
sparing of its being so made use of as to 
produce the effects for the sake of which 
alone he did approve of it, he had really 
been so much at a loss which way to vote*', 
that he had left the house without voting at 

all.-But although lie had experienced; 

this difficulty and embarrassment ,upon the, 
former bill, he felt not the smallest hesitation 
in giving his decided negative to the pre* 
seut one. He disapproved of the augment 
tation of the Irish militia, not only front’ 
considerations peculiar to Ireland, but ajso' 
upon the more general principle of (tit ife** 
policy of increasing, in either part of 
United Kingdom, that local force*. Wh«so 
services, if the general defence fcf the 
state required their being employed id the 
other, must be accepted as a favour, and 
could not be required as la duty. The m- 
convenieheies resulting from this state of 
things* were, in his opinion, perfectly 
cieiff reasons against any increase of the 
militia either in Great-Britain or Ireland $ 
and instead of giving his consent to stfeh 
an augmentation, he must, on the contrary, 
express Ins wish that we had no embodied 
prilitla at all He did not ipean fo say we 
ought not to have any indiria in Gteat-Bri* 
fain, but that it ought not to form any part 
12 
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of our emMltd i brce. In considering, the 
•ituation of Ireland, he said, that whatever 
delicacy other gentlemen might feel, he- 
for one had no scruple in declaring openly 
that be did not think it good policy to em¬ 
ploy. in that country, a large body ot regi¬ 
ments composed entirely oflrishnien. But 
in saying this he must beg it to be distinctly 
Understood, that he did not mean to cast the 
smallest reflection upon the Irish nuluia, 
nor to insinuate that there was any reason 
whatever to suspect them of disloyalty. In 
the year i798 they* hud conducted them¬ 
selves in a manner that did them the highest 
honour; and their allegiance and loyally 
had triumphed over all the efforts that were 
made to seduce them. He trusted loo that 
those of the present clay were a* faithiuJ and 
warmly attached to bis Majesty as any 
other part of his forces. Those w ho had 
made the voluntary oilers to come to (rreat- 
Britain had ceitainly given the most con¬ 
vincing proofs^ tit such a disposition ; ana 
he had no reason to doubt ot the others 
being equally well d» posed. Still however 
he must contend that it would be more 
wise to employ the Irish soldiers any where 
<dse than in their own country, in which, 
if we look back at the events of the last 
five or six years, we shad find ,too much 
reason to believe,that great disaffection 

mmt still prevail.-He was convinced 

that he did not exaggerate when he said, 
that the conspiracy, which existed in the 
year *798* comprized nearly three .fourths 
qf the people^! that country. The insur¬ 
rection or ci*l war which was the conse¬ 
quence of the conspiracy had been pre¬ 
ceded by many at cocities on the part of 
the disaffected, but it ha<l also been at¬ 
tended in ks progress, as all civil w ars are, 
vyithact? of great violence on bulb sides; 
and although the insurgents had been de¬ 
fied and subdued; yqS after all that passed 
during the contest# it was notnatural to sup* 
pose that the animosity and hostile spirit, 
tffiteb induced them to take arms against 
^ should Jhave been assuaged by the de¬ 
fies, which they experienced, and the 
punishments which had been inflicted*!— 
JFoJDpe and severity, however necessary to 
oppress rebellion, could, not possibly con- 
ciliate tlie affections of the people* and be 
$hould he glad Ip know what step had since 
been taken Ipr the Impose of remqyiugthe 
qf di^ontent, and of making the 
,« lllsh w4 altachr 

y id fo, the goyerntnenh ,Whgt had 

vyhiely‘Cpuld entitle, us to, suppose ti^t 
’?, '^^pp^'jgossessedTb®, good yyill , those, 
1 ^ y ears ago were ouy inveterate 


enemies ?-r-The union was the only great 
change Or remarkable feature, in our conduct 
towards Ireland since the rebellion; and it 
was impossible to think of the union, with¬ 
out feeling the deepest regret, that that great 
measure, which might have been made the 
means of conciliating the affections of the 
Irish people, and consolidating the strength 
of the empire, had not been allowed to pro¬ 
duce any of those consequences which the 
best and sincerest friends of the King, of the 
Monarchy, and of the two countries, had 
expected to result from it. Hitherto the 
union had been productive of no advantage 
whatever to the Irish ; and so far from hav¬ 
ing been made, as it might have been, a 
means of conciliating their affection, it was 
natural for us to suppose, that the contrary 
must have been the case, when we consi¬ 
dered that the great<object which they hoped 
to obtain by it, that \Hiich they expected to 
be the first consequence of the union, and 
which they considered as the price of their 
acquiescence in it, had been positively with¬ 
held. Considering therefore, that from the 
suppression of the rebellion in 1798 to this 
time, no material change had taken place in 
the situation of Ireland, or in our conduct 
towards that country, except the union, in 
which all their hopes had been disappointed, 
he could not conceive upon what grounds it 
was that some gentlemen seemed to indolge 
the idea that they were now so well affected 
to the govt., as to make it wholly improba¬ 
ble that that country should again become 
the scene of insurrection and civil war.—* 
He remembered that in the last session, 
when some gentlemen were giving us fine 
accounts of the general loyalty of the Irish 
people, he had ventured to express his 
doubts of ihe possibility of so great a change 
iiaving been so soon effected, without any 
apparent came. His doubt* had not been 
Very well received; but unfortunately, in 
less than three weeks afterwmds, an insur¬ 
rection had broken out in the city of Dublin, 
sufficiently serious to induce govt, and par¬ 
liament to grant to the lord lieut. the power 
of declaring martial law. In the present 
session, this measure had been renewed * 
and it was impossible for ministers to justify 
their having proposed it to the house upon 
any other ground than that of Ireland being 
still in such a state, as to give cause for ap¬ 
prehending fresh insurrections. Under these 
circumstance^ he thought that nothing but 
necessity could justify your keeping in Ire- 
laud a large body of Irish militia, taken, as 
they are, from amongst that class of people 
of whom there is reason to believe that so 
large a proportion is disaffected. Nothing 
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but necessity could justify your placing them 
in a situation where their allegiance would 
probably be put to a test so severe, that 
though he did not say that they would not' 
stand it, (for he knew that in the last war 
their loyalty had resisted every attack, and 
triumphed over every other feeling) yet it 
was a trial to which he would not wantonly 
and unaccessariiy expose them. It was not 
consistent with prudence, with wisdom, with 
common sense, or even with humanity, 
wantonly to place brave men in a situation 
where the best and strongest feelings of hu¬ 
man nature, the ties of consanguinity, the 
affections of a son, a brother, or a father, 
may come in competition with the allegiance 
of the soldier. This was a trial to which 
he, for one, would not consent to expose 
them, without absolute necessity. — He 
therefore regretted that any Irish militia 
luid been raised, and should object to its 
augmentation 3 believing, as he did, that it 
was just as easy in that country to procure 
a force of a different description. Ministers 
themselves seemed, indeed, to acknowledge 
that this addition of 10,000 men to the mi¬ 
litia establishment of Ireland, was become 
advisable only in consequence of the volun¬ 
tary offers which a part of them had made 
to come to Great Britain : but it was im¬ 
possible to deny, that there was much in- 
convrnience in being dependent for this 
extension of their services upon their own 
voluntary offers; and thftt it would be much 
better that the terms of their engagement 
should be such as to enable his Majesty to 
command their service in any part of the 
empire. He therefore could not conceive 
why, if they could not procure troops of the 
line, they did not, on the present occasion, 
have recourse to raising fencible regiments in 
preference to militia 3 and he was convinced 
that the former might be got as easily as the 
latter, if you extended to them the advan¬ 
tages, now exclusively enjoyed by the mi¬ 
litia, of having their families provided for, 
an advantage which, as well as every other, 
was surely as fairly due to fencibles *and 
troops of the line, as to that branch of the 
public force, whose service is most limited* 
—A noble lord had assigned as one reason 
iu favour of this militia augmentation, that 
a certain number of men added to an esta¬ 
blished regiment, would be sooner disci¬ 
plined and fit for service than if formed into 
entire new corps. He perfectly agreed with 
the noble lord as to the general principle, 
which he himself had strongly insisted open 
when he recommended engrafting the army 
of reserve on the old regiments of the line j 
trot he could not approve of the application* 


of this principle in the present instance, be* 
cause he objected to any increase whatever 
of the militia force. If* there should beanjr 
difficulty of procuring proper officers the 
the fencibles, a considerable number might 
be taken Iron the sixteen reserve battalions, 
which were so inefficient in the number and 
the quality of their men, that he considered 
a very great portion of their officers as being, 
in their present situation, lost to the service* 
-—With respect to the statement of the ef¬ 
fective strength of the iorces now actually 
on foot, which had been made by the right 
lion. sec. of state, in the speech with.which 
he had introduced these measures to the 
house, he should at present make only two 
or three short observations upon it, reserving 
to himself the right of entering more fully 
irjto that subject on a future occasion. In 
the first place, he roust observe, that this 
statement did, upon the face of it, bear 
some marks of inaccuracy, and that it would 
therefore be much more satisfactory if the 
right hon. gent, would lay before the house 
the actual returns, of which he professed to 
give them an abstract: and, secondly, he 
mult: observe, that from the manner in which 
this statement was made, many members of 
the house would be led to suppose our re¬ 
gular infantry to be much stronger than it 
really was; in attempting to prove which 
he could be guilty of no impropriety, bc^ 
cause he had access to no documents but 
what every man in the country might pro¬ 
cure as well as hirnself.-^The right hon. sec. 
had began his statement by saying, that the 
effective strength of the regulars and militia 
in Great-Britain, Ireland, and the islands in 
the Channel, amounted to 199,000 men. 
When he afterwards proceeded to describe 
the different species of troops of which this 
force consisted, he had said nothing of the 
cavalry 3 but he had stated, that the regular 
infantry amounted to p0,000, and the irtiHtbt 
to 99,000. The infantry and militia would 1 
therefore, according to this statement, a«q 
mount to 189,000, which being deducted 
from the total number of 199,000^ Would 
leave only 10,000 men for the cavalry; 
whereas the establishment of cavalry for* 
home service, as voted by parliament, war 
25,019. So that admitting the other parts* 
of the right ham secretary’s statement to be 
accurate, there would be a deficiency of 
15.000 roeta in the cavalry, which appeared 
to him to he impossible* and he should far¬ 
ther be inclined to suppose, that taking die 
whole force at 199,000, and the militia at 
99,000, /the remaining 100,000 roust coo* 

. $ist of nearly 20,000 cavalry, and not much 
gbove 80,000 infantry. But even supposing 



78$; PARI** J>EBATES> A*kiL •!!/ IS "Militia jugfnentaiion Bill £76 


the infantry to be go>QQQ, still it was evi¬ 
dent, that great deductions must be made 
from this gross number, in order to ascertain 
tlie real effective strength fit for field ser¬ 
vice*,, In the first place must be deducted 
befisireen 5 and 6000 men for the seven gar¬ 
rison or invalid battalions: in the second 
place, the right bon. sec. bad included of¬ 
ficers, serjeants and drummers j whereas in 
talking of the effective strength of regiments, 
it was the custom of the service to 6tate the 
numbers of rank and file only : and in the 
third place It must be observed, that the id 
reserve battalions, which were also included 
in the 90,000, were composed of the refuse 
of the men raised* under the reserve act; 
rn«n* whom the regiments of the army, and 
even,the second battalions, had refused to 
take, and of whom he believed he might 
$ay without exaggeration, that 7 or 8,000 
were urifit for field service. After making 
all these deductions, he believed that the 
90,000 would be reduced to about (it),000 
tmk and file* of whom between 5 and 6000 
were in Jersey and Guernsey, leaving about 
60,000 in Great Britain and Ireland Apt 
which, it would appear, that nearly 25^X) 
rank arid file were in the latter country, and 
35>Q0Q in this. But his Majesty’s ministers 
bad said, that the Irish militia, whom it is 
intended 10 bring to England, would be re¬ 
placed by an equivalent number of the re¬ 
giments of the line, or second battalions from 
Keoce i so that supposing 6000 men of this 
description to be sent to Ireland, the whole 
of the regular infantry (including second 
remaining in Great-Britain would 
ta&30,OOO rank and file. It must however 
he remembered, that this computation was 
founded on the supposition that the gross 
number of infantry, including officers, ser- 
jeanfs and drummers, and also including 
garrison and reserve battalions, amounted to 
00,000 ; but he bad before observed, that 
Upon the face of the right ho n. secretary’s 
own statement, there appeared reason to be¬ 
lieve, that this was a mistake. He had al¬ 
ready jeriiarked, that the establishment of 
cavalry voted by parliament for home service 
Jacing 25*000, it was not presumable that 
tkrtr effective strength opuld be mueh below 
2&GQ0? .particularly as an augmentation of 
establishment from 22 to 25;000 had 
lately been voted ;-that tfwtrefore the whole 
force being 199,000; and the milrtta 9^000, 
the. remaining: 100,000>proNbl^ ( consisted 
of about 20,000 cavalry/ and abbot 80,0(JO 
iafamry* Hf ihad alsa shbwn, that takigg 
tim gpm amount of infantry l« Gfpaf-Bm 
/taim Irdhuid, and the islands in the Ch&ittfcl 
j the*cffective rank file ifr 


Great-Britain would be only 35,000; and 
therefore, if the former number was a mis¬ 
take, and ought to have been stated at 
80,000, the latter would, of course, be re¬ 
duced to 25,000:—and in that case, after 
sending a part of this force to replace the 
Irish militia, we should .not have more than 
20,000 infantry fit for field-service in Great- 
Britain.—He concluded by saying, that be¬ 
ing convinced of the necessity of a great 
and immediate augmentation of our regular 
infantry, he should at the proper stage of 
the measures now in progress, take an op¬ 
portunity of submitting to the house his 
opinions of the most effectual way of accom¬ 
plishing it. In the mean-time he thought 
it his duty to endeavour to shew, what was 
the real state of that part of our force, as 
well as such imperfect documents as he had 
access to, could enable him to ascertain it; 
and there could be no impropriety in his 
entering into these details, because they were 
grounded only upon such information as was 
open to every man as well as to himself. 
If, bowevevet, it should appear, that from 
want of better information he had under¬ 
rated our force, it would be easy for his 
Majesty's ministers to convince the house 
and himself of his error, by laying upon the 
table the actual returns of the army, from 
which their own statements were taken. 
He was well aware, that there might some¬ 
times be sufficient reasons for not making 
public the real effective strength of the 
force existing in the country; but after his 
Majesty’s ministers had volunteered coming 
forward with a statement of the actual 
amount of each branch of that force, there 
could be no impropriety in his asking for the 
official documents upon which that state¬ 
ment was founded ; nor could they, under 
such circumstances, urge any consideration 
of prudence or of necessary sccncy, as an 
objection to the production of them. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he did not feel 
it necessary to follow the hon. officer mi¬ 
nutely through the whole detail of his argu¬ 
ments, but niferely to apply himsdf to a few 
points that he thought should not pass unno¬ 
ticed : and first, with respect to the subject 
of the Union, which ttie fidn. officer seemed 
to think so barren of the good consequences 
it was expected ’ to produce. He believed 
it never eouh! have been rationally expect¬ 
ed, or feasibly promised by any man, that 
all the good effects to be noped from that 
measure, Were t6 be realized ib the short 
period that has elapsed since it was effect¬ 
ed. Those benefits must, in the ordinary 
course of -things, fee of gradual growth. 
What portion of them had hitherto obtain- 
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ed, be would leave it for those hon. gents., 
representatives of that country, whom he 
saw around him, to declare, which they 
were competent to do, from their local know¬ 
ledge and observation. With respect to 
the bill now before the house, he begged to 
observe, that it was not in fact for any ex¬ 
traordinary augmentation of the militia of 
Iieland, to which branch of the service the 
hon. officer so much objected, but to fill up 
that vacancy which would be created in 
that militia, if it should be thought expe¬ 
dient by his fyfajesty to transfer 10,000 of 
them to this country; and, even if hey 
should not be so transferred, the present bill 
would do no more than raise the militia force 
of Ireland to the numbers at which they 
stood during the last war. With respect to 
the nature of the militia force, he only felt 
it necessary to say, that, as a matter of 
opinion he differed from the hon. officer; 
and he thought he was well warranted in so 
diffeiing from that opinion, by the gallant 
k conduct of that militia in the time of the 
rebellion, and tire efficient bravery they bad' 
shewn, not only in repelling a domestic, 
but a foreign enemy, aided, certainly, by 
another body of their brave and loyal coun¬ 
trymen, of whom he never could speak 
without the highest and most honourable 
commendation, the Yeomanry of Ireland. 
With respect to the general strength of the 
United Kingdom, upon which so many in¬ 
vidious comments were so frequently made, 
he considered it really so formidable as to 
leave very little apprehensions of any incon¬ 
venience that could resultfromthe scrutinies 
of the hon. officer, even upon the minutest 
details of the public force. For looking 
around him to the gallantry, the heroism, 
and the prowess perpetually displayed by 
British troops in every quarter of the globe; 
contemplating the achievements recently 
effected by a mere handful of British troops 
in India, over the most formidable and nu¬ 
merous armies of the native powers; view¬ 
ing a few detachments of British cavalry 
and infantry, annihilating whole armies of 
40 or 50,000 men, storming their fortresses, 
and capturing their artillery; he had no 
apprehensions for alarm when he looked at 
home, and viewed such a,bulwark for pur 
defence, as an army of x$o,000 such troops 
presented to the foe. When he saw 1 
ro,ooo such cavalry as the handful that cut 
to pieces the 20,000 chosen m£n of Scindias 
army; when he viewed a train , of 700 
pieces of artillery, maimed by 7,opo wpll 
"trained Britions to give them effect, he felt 
none of that alarm which seemed to affect 
the homgeet,. 


Lord Jrchihald Hamilton opposed the pre¬ 
sent bill, not merely as # a distinct and de* 
tached measure, but as coupled with the 
bill of last night, 10 which he also strongly 
objected as part of a system towards Ire¬ 
land, which he totally disapproved, and 
which was designed and calculated 10 un¬ 
dermine the constitutional principle of a 
national militia, evinced, first by encourag¬ 
ing the militia to volunteer into the army of 
the line, next, by admitting as officers of 
militia, persons who were rather strangers, 
and possessed no qualification in the respec¬ 
tive counties into whose regiments they 
were admitted; and now, by recruiting 
men for the militia by bounties, and not by 
ballot. The noble lord, in the course of 
his speech, made some allusions to the let¬ 
ters lately written by a noble law lord in 
Ireland, in which it was asserted, that the 
lower classes of the peopleof Ireland were 
incapable of being rendered loyal subjects 
to a protestant govt.; a declaration, not 
only faKified by the whole tenor of histori¬ 
cal, facts, but coming from such authority, 
adjfeably calculated to insult national feel- 
injjpand to excite disaffection even where 
it never existed before. 

Mr. Whittled Keene said, he was one of 
those who had voted for the measure of 
Union, which had been alluded to, and 
who was convinced it was the sentiment of 
the enlightened people of Ireland, that it 
was a measure fraught with the happiest 
consequences to that country ; and, though 
it was not to be expected that, m so short 
a time, the measure could have produced* 
any thing like its full effects, yef it cer~ 
tainly had produced one thing that laid the 
foundation for those good effects which he 
doubted not 'vyouid rapidly follow. It re¬ 
moved that most objectionable of all poli¬ 
tical principles, the v separate existence of 
two co-ordinate and independent legisla¬ 
tures in the same state, which constantly 
exposed the tranquillity of the Empire to 
dangers arising from discord and mutual 
strife, which ambitious or designing men 
might promote by U*e agiiatienof irritating 
questions.. Though W was a native of Ire¬ 
land, be hid spent 40 years of his life in 
this country, 37 of, which he had had the 
honour .to be e member of that house, ahd 
therefore he he .supposed free from 
national prejudice. . would declare his 
own. conviction, founded upon dhe^seati* 
menu, of other gentsi, most^conversant in 
the lppalatate of t^^cqnntry,/that #e 
WnoJe mass of the ]ower,qr<4ers of the com¬ 
munity there, rnqre especially imthe Senih- 
■ Ore provinces* ■ one-third, 
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"M description that in every war which in* 
Solved the empire, .were rather to be con- 
' Sidered dangerous than friendly to the 
state; men of dissolute and riotous dis- 
, positions, easily moulded to the mischiev¬ 
ous designs of seditious demagogues: of 
this description of men it was desirable to 
get as many as possible out of the country ; 
because thus they would be removed out of 
the way of temptation, and have their minds 
improved, by seeing the manners of oilier 
countries, and acquire new habits of indus¬ 
try. Removed from home, and forming part 
of those armies that carried the glory of 
British arms to the farthest parts of the 
globe, there were no men on earth more 
. distinguished for their bravery and loyalty ; 
in the various walks of industry, none more 
distinguished for their perseverance. But, 
if there ever was a measure more eminently 
calculated than all others to promote the 
true ends of the union, it was that of the 
bill for bringing into this country 10,000 of 
' the Irish militia, because it would transfer 
men from their home; when heatejLby 
whiskey, and prejudiced by local igrufl|ce 
and bad connexions, they would haWan 
Opportunityof witnessing, in this country, the 
happyeffects of sobriety, industry, and sub¬ 
ordination to the laws 5 and they would 
carry back with them to their own country, 
new ideas, and new habits, tending more 
than any thing else to promote the inter* 
course and the attachment so desirable be¬ 
tween the countries, and ultimately to ren¬ 
der Che inhabitants of both as one people. 

* Sir John WrotUsley opposed the bill, prin¬ 
cipally on the same ground with the lion* 
Col. {Craufurd), whose observations upon 
the state of the public force he fully adopt¬ 
ed, and from which he argued, that the 
presentiorce of the country, in infantry of 
the line, did not exceed 20,000 men ; and 
* notwithstanding the exultation of the right 
bon. gent, of the formidable state of our 
public force, be charged his Majesty's mi* 
fciSters with the grossest inattention towards 
our foreign possessions. For, loudly as the 
light horn gent, had exulted in the successes ‘ 
bf bar arms in India, he seethed to forget, 
that the almost defenceless state of otir West- 
Ittdia possessions, rendered our security in. 
that important quarter extremely problema¬ 
tical 5 white, by the grossest inattention to 
pur concerns In Africa, and notwithstanding 
-the boasted possession of 1800 ships fee our 
the enemy had been suf- 
[' west from us our most important 

l^;;;;|oMe«9ion in that quarter of the globe;' To- 
possessions la Ceylon, their neg- 
had been equally reprehensible, nor 


was it at all certain that the island remained 
at this hour in our possession ; and, with 
reference to our recent successes in India, 
which had been so much the subject of ex¬ 
ultation, it was yet to be considered, whe¬ 
ther those successes were really grounds for 
triumph. At all events, they were purchased 
at an expense of blood and of brave men, 
which created thb necessity of recruiting our 
forces in that country by new drains upon 
the population of this ; and which, the more 
our territories were extended, the greater 
would be that necessity at a time when our 
situation at home rendered it the more em¬ 
barrassing ; while, the more extensive our 
new acquisitions, the more didicult their de¬ 
fence, and consequently the more uncertain 
must be the permanence of our tenure. The 
hon. baronet then, adverting to the situation 
of our home affairs, observed, that through 
the incompetence of his Majesty’s ministers, 
we were reduced to a dilemma unparalleled 
in the history of any nation. We wore 
driven by his Majesty’s ministers out of a 
peace which they made, and did not know 
how*to keep, but which they acknowledged 
to be untenable, into a war, which they 
knew not how to conduct, in which we 
were left without an ally in the world. We 
were carrying on that war by the most 
ruinous aud inefficacious system on earth, 
that of a blockade; in which we were wear¬ 
ing out our navy, and exhausting the spirits, 
the patience, the vigour of our men, and the 
treasure of our country ; and now, finding 
the raising of even the militia by ballot no 
longer practicable, it was proposed to resort 
to bounties upon a reduced scale, which, 
even at double the rate, had been found in¬ 
effectual. Such a system he considered as 
inevitably ruinous to all means of defence, 
and thought it absolutely necessary to pro¬ 
ceed immediately to some active operation, 
and to strike some blow which might at 
once give activity to the native gallantry of 
our troops and seamen, instead of exhaust¬ 
ing their hopes and sinking their spirits in a 
tardy and inactive vigilance upon the pre* 
paratory operations of the enemy. He 
wished to press on his Majesty’s ministers a 
broad view of what ought to be done. It 
was not enough if our defence was amply 
provided for, which he doubted; he wished 
them to think of a more becoming exertion, 
to rouse them from the lethargy, the dream 
to which tifey were plunged. He would 
address to them the words of iheaatient 
Roman—“ si dor mis t expergisepe : si tx* 
per gis certs, sia ; si stas, ingredere \ si ingrf* 
aeris, curve $ si cutfis , advola" 

Sir William Brskine observed, that, white 
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gentlemen maintained nothing had been 
done for the defence and security of the 
country, he shduid be glad to hear from 
those who entertained that opinion, what 
wiser and more effectual plan they them¬ 
selves had in view for the same desirable 
end. As to the force which was at that 
moment in activity, he was convinced it was 
as large and efficient as any that could have 
been provided; and he had everyjustgroutid 
to believe, that not a single man more could 
have been raised to render the disposable 
force more numerous. When gentlemen con¬ 
ceived themselves so very strongly founded 
in their opinions, was he not, he should ask, 
as strongly justified in calling for pioofs in 
support these assertions ) 

Sir John Navport said, he had voted for 
the measure under consideration last night, 
but he considered the present as a totally 
separate measure. He, therefore, conceived 
there would be no inconsistency in voting 
for that, and against this. The motive of 
his vote last night was, an opinion that the 
measure then under consideration went to 
perfect the union between Great-Britain and 
Ireland ; for without some measure of this 
nature, a legislative act was insufficient to 
produce a complete union. He was sorry, 
however, to find that motives of local con¬ 
venience were stated in objection to it. The 
militia having been formed here subsequent 
to the union with Scotland, its services 
were, of course, applicable to the whole ex¬ 
tent of Great-Biitain ; since an union had 
taken place between Great-Britain and Ire¬ 
land, he saw no reason why the militia of 
cither should not be mutually applicable to 
tlie service of the other. He supported the 
union on the principle of a community of 
defence, and he should not have supported 
it if he had not had such a confidence. He 
confessed, that his hopes on this head were 
much weakened when he became acquainted 
with the resolutions of the meeting of lords 
lieutenants of counties and members of par¬ 
liament holding commissions in the militia, 
at the Thatehed-house tavern, held yester¬ 
day, in opposition to such a measure. When 
resolutions of that kina came from persons 
deeply interested in the well-being of Ire¬ 
land, from possessing property in that coun¬ 
try, and, from the same cause, likely to be 
acquainted w ith the value of that part of 
th* 4 empire, f'e was surprised that sufch per¬ 
sons should not have thought it their duty 
to sacrifice motives of personal convenience 
to the common defence. He hoped, how¬ 
ever, the time would sooh come, when the* 
interchange would be carried into effect, a9 
the meeting he had alluded to, assumed that 
Voi. 11. 


such a measure was already before the le- 
islature. He trusted/ at least, that 10,000 
ighly disciplined Irish militia would not be 
replaced by new levies, fie wished to have 
British militia substituted; at any rate, he 
hoped it would not be by a force not capa¬ 
ble of being trained in less than eighteen 
months, neither could he think of the army 
of reserve as an equivalent, after it had been 
picked of every good man to fill up the re¬ 
giments of the line. t *e had always doubted 
whether a militia was the best force for Ire¬ 
land ; he had now a particular objection to 
this augmentation. Tt was intended to aug¬ 
ment the regular army, and the augmenta¬ 
tion of the militia would create a ruinous 
competition in the country, which was ab¬ 
solutely the best market. He thought it 
better to raise men in the first instance for 
general service, or at least for service in the 
whole extent of the empire, than to raise 
them for a service from which it was neces¬ 
sary to bring them, by a variety of volunteer 
offers, to a state in which they would be 
mca^generally ^ailable. He dissented from 
th|Hp?sent mea* re. Had he been aware 
of the resolutions of the meeting he ad¬ 
verted to, he doubted whether he should 
have given the vote that he did give, on the 
measure tinder consideration last night. If 
he continued of his present opinion, and 
more particularly if he saw any thing to 
confirm it, he did not know that he should 
not give a contrary vole on the report of 
that measure to-morrow. It seemed to him 
that the honour of his country was com¬ 
promised by the disposition which had been 
shewn to make light of the offers. 

General Maitland thought that a great 
deal had been said about the inefficiency of 
our regular army j for his own part he per¬ 
fectly agreed with an bon. baronet who had 
spoken lately (Sir W. Erskine), that those 
who were so loud in their objections agki^t 
tjbe ministers,, for not raising the army be¬ 
yond what it now was, were bound in con¬ 
sistency to point out some plan by which 
these deficiencies might be supplied. Till 
they did submit such ftpian, he really could 
not see what right ‘thsy had to infer that 
ministers had not rmde every possible exer¬ 
tion ficir this purpose. When gentlemen 
talked so much bf the small number of out 
disposable force* they bucht to keep tn view 
the means by wtch any admintstratidh, with 
the most strenuous exertions, were able 'to 
increase its numbers and efficiency. Itwaa 
todie considered, that the proportion of tBb 
population of the country &i this momfht 
amenable to actual Service was not consi¬ 
derable; that there were drehmstatfdes vi m 
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tftsr general situation which were hostile, to 
the augmentation of our regular regiments; 
that the progress of wealth and the applica¬ 
tion of s productive labourimust indispose the 
lower orders from entering iutp a military 
life. This was an argument which it was 
vqry fair to urge, with respect to any sup* 
posed d< lit iencu-s in our regular force, ut 
tj^c present moment But it was- nothing 
more than just to look at what had been 
done in former times, atid under fomier ad 
ministrations, to increase th<? regular force of 
the country. In taking this review, he had 
no intention to criminate former minis ers 
for any improper Want of vigilance cl ex¬ 
ertion. But lie tnusr beg leave to declare, 
that comparing the exrrtions made by the 
Jute administration,- the commencement 
of the late war, when the augmentation of a 
disposable force wa* the great object in view, 
with what had heen done by lvs Majesty's 
present servants, he had tio hesitation in say¬ 
ing# that the objections urged against the 
present deficiency of our disposable fotec 
were altogether unsatisfactory and incondu- j 
aive. In making this observation, hedbeg- ! 
ged leave to say that he' alluded not merely 
|o the number of additional men procured, 
but the quality and component paitsofour 
regular army. It would not be denied that, j 
iti many of the regiments composing the 
army of reserve, the quality of the men was 
not so good as could be desired ; but at the 
fame time he could not by any means coin¬ 
cide in the general censure passed on the’ 
army of reserve by his hon friend who optn- 
»aed the discussion. If he had inquired a little 
more accurately into the subject, he would 
have found that the inferiority of the present 
regiments of the army of reserve arose out 
, of arrangements which did H. R. H. the 
commander in chief the highest honour and 
*jifedit. The fact was, that his Royal High- 
rlie$&.ftad selected out of the general aggre¬ 
gate of the men raised for the army of re¬ 
serve about 22,000 men# to bfc incorporated 
: with second b«Ualions of old regiments. Of 
■ .the men so selected, be wished the hon. of- 
,#Cerand the house at large to understand, 
ythat a finer body of men never was incur po 
crated with the regular army cither of this 
’ or.^hy other country in modern Europe, 
i J< was true that there were 16 regiments of 
/nrmy of reserve# the, troops of which 
.ivWerc of an inferior quality. Bat the whole 
of %v$k troops, according to the 
-ret«i#^: ; wav not much above 6,000 
is to be comideied also, that 
veniences.could not be avoided by 
ible arrangement for the manage- 
the recruiting service. He could 



state several instances of a similar deficiency 
under former admmi-trations ; and while he 
adverted to them, Ije meant no charge of 
criminal negligence. -His only view in re¬ 
ferring to them was, to shew that the exist¬ 
ence of deficiencies was no proof Jof want of 
vigilance, or activity; during the hue vvur 
the nominal amount of regiments of the line 
was lOO, but the positive amount of our re¬ 
gular iurce did not exceed Q 1,000. Incon¬ 
sequence of the existence of tins deficiency, 
H. R. il. the commander in chief determi¬ 
ned on a consolidation of the regiments pa:- 
lirularly chficont in their complement of 
cumbers. The mode m wh’uh this arrange¬ 
ment, was to be can ied into t fleet, consisted in 
the consolidation of no less than. 1 53 regiments, 
so that the whole number of regiment* 
was reduced to JOCh What was the conse¬ 
quence of this consolidation ? Out of 1 ho 
S 3 regiments consolidated, which ought to 
have amounted to 33,000 rata, the whole 
efficient numbers w r eie not greater than 
7,500 men: In stating these facts, he 
did not mean to blame the government, 
but only to shew that, if out of so great a 
proportion of regiments, the trash aud dross 
bore so large a proportion, it was neither 
fair not just to attach blame to ministers for 
their conduct in die military supplies of the 
country. It would not be denied, that the 
augmentation of our disposable force was an 
object highly desirable. But he really had 
not heard of any such plan, nor could he 
conceive the adoption of any plan at all con¬ 
sistent with the circumstances of a great, 
commercial, and flourishing empire. The only 
plan which at all seemed to him to come up 
to the idea of m&ny of those gentlemen, who 
w'ere most decided in their opposition to 
ministers, would be a plan founded in the 
utter annihilation of the trade, of the wealth, 
of tlu* industry of the empire. These ob¬ 
servations he had thought it his duty to ad¬ 
duce gent rally, as to the object ions advan¬ 
ced agairst the present establishment of our 
military system. Adverting more particu¬ 
larly to jthp measure immediately before the 
house, he had to state, that many of the ob¬ 
jections against the acceptance of the offers 
of the Irish militia regiments, and the aug¬ 
mentation of that ?picks of national force, 
proceeded on a complete misapprehension. 
It was urged against the acceptance of these 
offers, (hat deliberative powers were incon¬ 
sistent with fhe establishment of a regular 
army. The general truth of the position he 
did not mean to deny, but he cenainly felt 
it his duty to controvert the application 
which had been attached to it. It was true 
in the theory of an army, that deliberative 
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powers were excluded. The officers and 
men were theoretically excluded from the 
ri^ht either of acting, *>r thinking in their 
military capacity, beyond what the com¬ 
mander in chief thought proper to allow. In 
particular circumstances of proc/ice, this 
theory was never attempted to be carried 
into effect. He might instance many a case 
where this was the practice of the army, but 
one or two striking examples would be amply 
sufficent fop- his argument. It was in the 
moment of die most imminent danger, that 
the theoretical part of the constitution of a 
regular army was necessarily suspended. 
When it was determined that a pmticnlar 
place should be carried by storm, it was 
theoretically above ail things nece-ary, th:r 
all deliberative powets hi an army should 
cease. But this was the very crisis when, 
according to the practice of all regular 
armies, the power of voluntary determina¬ 
tion \va> allowed. The same thing took 
place as to the body of the army to be em¬ 
ployed in the work> at a siege.—The hon. 
general proceeded to allude next to some ar¬ 
guments calculated to shew the deheiency of 
our m htmy establishment in the West and 
East-In ii'ss. As to the present situation 
of M. Do ningo, he took on himself to assert, 
that the number of British troops to be kept 
up m the West-Indies, ought to be less than 
at any former period. lie could hardly con¬ 
ceive it possible to argue, th it with relation 
to other objects in the West-Iridies, out- 
force was at a'l inadequate to the accomplish¬ 
ment of every British purpose The house 
were aware of the advantages gained in that 
quarter of the world since the commence 
Hirnt of the war, and lie wou.d put it fairly 
to the candour of any hon. member, whe¬ 
ther advantages of so imuorranr a nature 
had ever been gained within the same pcr'od. 
An hon. baronet (Sir J. Wrotte^ey) had 
taken notice of the tapture of a small set¬ 
tlement on the coast of Africa. He was 
willing to admit on the authority of the 
hon. baronet, for he knew nothing of the 
matter from any oilier quarter, that such 1 
an advantage had been gained by the ene¬ 
my ; but what did this at all prove as to 
the general means of our defence both with 
respect to this c'ountry and our foreign pos¬ 
sessions ? Nothing was more easy than to 
account for this partial advantage of the 
enemy. It arose solely from,this plain cir¬ 
cumstance, which was common m every war, 
that our settlements on the coast of Africa 
were the least valuable of our possessions, 
and occupying the smallest degree of atten-. 
tion, were the most likely to fall into the 
hands of the enemy, however inconsiderable 


the> force by which they were attacked.-^— 
He wasutreily at a losmo conceive on what 
possible ground a charge of the insufficiency 
of our force in India could be brought for¬ 
ward. He needed not to enlarge on the bril¬ 
liant and important victories obtained by 
the gallantry of our forces in that quarter 
of the world. When however, h t Stated 
what a small proportion of European troops 
were engaged in these services, the house 
must see that tjie noble lord at the head of 
our Eastern dominions had taken no step 
which could at all endanger their security. 
He had to state tlv j n, according to the most 
recent accounts which had reached him, 
tint in alf the brilliant engagements which 
had taken place on the continent of India, 
not more than 5 000 our of 22.000 Euror 
pean troops in our pay had, in any instance, 
been engaged. He appealed to the house 
whether there could be a more conclusive 
proof that any objection against the state of 
our military defence and state of preparation 
in India totally unfounded. 

Mi For said, he did not think it would 
have been necessary for him to address the 
house this day, but he thought it right to of¬ 
fer some observations in reply to the opinions 
that had been expressed by his hon. friend 
(gen. Maitland) and by some others, while 
the impression made by those opinions was 
still recent. And first, as to what fell from an 
hon. gent, near him (Mr. Keene), and which 
had been restated in a more invidious man¬ 
ner by the lion. bart. behind him (SirJ .New¬ 
port), as »o the resolutions of the lords lieut. 
and militia colonels. The hon. bart. said that 
those noble and respectable persons should 
lfavc sacrificed their convenience to the com¬ 
mon defence. Was that the motive of the 
resolution? it wa$ impossible to believe it; 
and when the chief principal officers, of *the 
militia were stated to be unworthy to have 
their horsbs and their hounds, he hoped that 
such a motive for their conduct would not be 
considered to be made out. Was it impossi¬ 
ble to find out a constitutional objection ? 
When the resolution was adopted by rpea 
whom he would not name, b^t whose con¬ 
nection with Ireland, and whose interest in 
that country was well known, could it be 
supposed that the resolution originated in any 
slackness with respect to the defence af life* 
land, when that : should be proper? It was 
not any attachment to horses or hounds, nor 
yet to convenience, not even a wish to spare 
one drop of blood that might be necessary 
tci that defence which dictated the resolution. 
It \yas a conviction that the interchange was 
contrary to the constitution of the militia, 
the spirit of the union, to the express stipula¬ 
te « 
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tiqm of the treaty of uniouby which the mi- other means than by force, and as it was go- 

litia of each country .was reserved for that verned now, by martial law, and by suspen- 

counrry. If however, such an interchange sion of the habeas curpus act—HU hon. 

-was intended, should it not have been an- friend who had just sat down, found an in- 

noun cert to the house by a message from his consistency in the hon. officer’s (col. Ciau- 

' Majesty* a-d not surreptitiously, as ? was at- furd) preferring fencibles to militia, when 

tempted to be done in the present instance. both were to consist of the same men. It 

The hon. gents, opposite supposed themselves was owned both were to consist of the same 

possessed of gr^at cleverness in this sort of men, but these men were to be used in a 

management, and therefore it was, that when very different manner. The Irish militia 

any of their tricks were charged upon them, would constitutionally be confined to Ireland, 

they met the charge with exultation. There but fencibles could be brought here. But it 

were many gents who voted for the measuie was then urged, that when the Irish militia 

on the ground of the reciprocity which he were brought here, they might be picked, cajo- 

condrmned, but even they had reason to com* led, and sent out on general service. What 

plait? that the question was not fairly brought did terms signify ; it was said, the object most 

forward * and those who were most in favour desirable may be obtained, though under 

o£ the reciprocity, had reason to be ashamed other names; that it was the cheapest (a 

of the manner in which it was now submitted point on whicb there was much stress) and 
to tlv-ir sanction. He would not here go in- best way to have the men first militia, then 
to tbe.romantic scheme proposed by some fencibles, and in the end regulars. To say to 
gents, of bringing the wholepeople of Ireland a set of men, will you or will you not volun- 
to thi*» country, to be better schooled and bet- teer ? when it was previously understood that 
ter taught. It was known that whenever their officers had volunteered, was placing 
the measure of the union was discussed, he them in so delicate a situation, that it was 
had always been its enemy, and now, when evident there was an obvious indelicacy in 
he heard of the benefits Ireland derived from mentioning the name of an officer who had 
5t, he was compelled to say, he knew of no refused to volunteer. An allusion had been 
such benefits, except it could be called a be- made to the volunteering to storm a fort. 
Befit to have got rid of its legislature. Whe- The case to be sure, was veiy similar. It 
tber that was a benefit he knew not. borne was subnutted in that case to a set of men, 
of the acts of that legist a sure gave some ground every one of whom there was a light to corn- 
to say ir was a benefit He would however mand, who would offer himself for a service 
»ay. that the union had not had its fair trial. of danger which required only a fiw. The 
Those who had brought about that measure, men were in that instance taken by the point 
had allowed that it would not be complete of honour, when then the men of this or that 
unless it weie followed up by o'her measures, particular regiment were invited to offer 

r>b one of which had yet been carried into themselves to the danger and the glory. This 
effect. He wished that a fair trial was given tobe sure, was very like the case of putting 
by the execution of these measures, though it to the Irish militia, whether they were wil- 
he confessed he doubted whether even then ling to take the danger of coming to England, 
thei* could be a complete union of countries He hoped that there was no greater danger in 
• too distant for local convenience to permit a coming to England than in remaining in Ire- 
community of representation. He looked land. He wished that any one would give a 
ppon it as absolutely impossible that Ireland good reason for the measure. One point in 
should ever be fairly represented in that the most brilliant part of the most brilliant 
bouse.—With respect to any general assimi* speech made last night on the other side of 
lation or improvement of manners, there had the house (Mr* Canning’s), he looked upon as 
Wn no such effect$ and, therefore, when a complete answer to all that had been said of 
that was mentioned, he confessed he gave nis this measure liberating so much disposable 
, tribute of thanks to those gents, u'ho had force. The foundation of the argument in 
v |be, boldness and sincerity to state, that while that speech was not, that in every moment, or 
the present govt, of Ireland.lasted, itwayim- in all circumstances, it was a proper time to 
i ^ possible 10 expect any ? such event. While increase the disposable force $ butthafwhen 
there was a C hancellor of Ireland, who fold this disposable force was not in due propor- 
4 the people of Iceland, that they could not, be tion, that disproportion ought not to be re- 
;; v ,|jpod subject v^hile they continued faithful medied by adding to that description of force 
the religjj^tbcy professed, and the idtps of which we had already too much, instead 
of what they owed to the God of that which was better, and in which we 
adofed, it tyas decidedly impossi- ^ were more deficient. HU hon. friend (gen, 
.country could be governed by any Maitland),, asl^cd in what year, at thecom« 
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mencemrnt jof any former war, so much had 
been taken from the enemy? He would state 
what he looked upon as a most unfortunate 
year, and he believe 1 many gents, would 
agree with him, the first ytar of the American 
war, when this country took measures, of 
which what it suffered now was part of the 
consequences. Jn the first year of the Dutch 
war, in I7bO, we .had gained more than in 
the most brilliant war ot former times, because 
we attack'd whue onr opponents were weak¬ 
est, and took , t. Eustatia, Demeraiy, and other 
places in th' West Indies. But what were 
the consequences of these captures, and the 
peace to w inch ihev le 4 was well known 
Then, as to India, his hon. ft lend (gen Mait¬ 
land) was so enraptured with the splendor of 
the victories, and splendid he ahowed 
they were, that he did not hear the whole 
of the hon. baronet’s argument, or did 
imt give himself time to understand its 
force. With regard to the advantage we 
might derive from the destruction of the 
Mahratla power, he was not prepared to 
give any opinion ; ail he would say at pre¬ 
sent was, that he must hear more on the 
subject betore he could believe timt it was 
like’y to be of any advantage at all. His 
hon. friend was surprised at the hon. baro¬ 
net’s adierling to India, and could not con 
ceive the object of that allusion. He un¬ 
der? loo t 'he hon. baronet to have adverted 
to India for tins purpose, whether he was 
right, n was for the hon. baionet to deter¬ 
mine. He understood the hon. baronet’s 
object to be, to shew whether our forces 
were adequate in every quarter. Had we 
forces enough hero, had we enough in the 
West-Indies, i*>. Goree, in the East-Indiesr 
Why did the hon. baronet ask these 
questions? Because, if there was a defi¬ 
ciency any where abroad, a draught would 
be made on us at home, to supply it. Was 
ii a sufficient answer to this to state that 
there were 20,000 Europeans in India, and 
that only 5000 had been engaged in the 
late battles ? But if those of this 5000 
who fell were to be replaced; but if the 
war was to be continued, and an extraor¬ 
dinary drain was to he made on this coun¬ 
try, where it had already produced the 
most pernicious effects, the force of ibis 
country must be diminished to supply ibis 
drain, and the West-Indies and our other 
possessions were reciprocally subject to the 
argument. He looked upon the mea.sure 
t now before the house as generally uncon¬ 
stitutional, and as a direct violation of the 
articles of union. It was said that the con¬ 
stitutional principle should yield not only 
\q necessity, but to strong motives of poli¬ 


cy. It remained* in this instance, to shew 
the policy. He knew, of no^ policy in it, 
unless it were policy to add to the militia. 
It was a whimsical way to separate the two 
measures and the order in which they were* 
put was still more whimsical. Why wa# 
not the first thing done to raise a force to 
supply the vacancy? Because the boil, 
gentlemen were great lovers of pretences ; 
and if that was done, they would want a 
pretence for giving this power to his Ma- 
jesn, while they said his Majesty was not 
to u^e it.—Ought not the substitutes to be 
provided before those whom they were tore* 
place were removed?—Now (t was to fee 
shewn what was the policy of the measure* 
No man would say that 10,000 men were to 
be taken from Ireland without providing&u^* 
stilutes,* let the hon. gentlemen wait till the 
.substitutes were provided, and then let hi* 
Majesty be enabled to accept the offers* 
Supposing the force for the invasion of Ire¬ 
land to be discomfited, and this country to 
be thus in a state of comparatively greater 
danger, he allowed there must be a strong 
ground of policy in the measure, though 
even then there would be a constitutional 
objection. He had respect for the charac¬ 
ter and opinions of the officers of the mili¬ 
tia, and he was not surprised that, at the 
present moment, at least, they had a con¬ 
stitutional objection. It was said there 
were 30,000 regulars in Ireland. If Ire-* 
land was in a condition to -spare a part of 
them, and' it were wanted here, let it be 
brought over, but he saw no reason for re¬ 
curring to a legislative measure to provide 
for a case not likely to occur, when there 
was a better remedy completely open. If 
this measure was resorted to far the pur¬ 
pose of laying a foundation by bypotheSe* 
for a measure which might possibly please 
the hon. baronet behind him (Sir J. New* 
port) and some others, though it would not 
please him, at least let it be fairly put to 
the house, let it not be put as a new ques¬ 
tion; it was one already considered, and 
the articles of union spoke on it precisely. 
If the union was complete, a community 
of militia would.certainly be proper. The 
difficulties of the empire might have in¬ 
creased so as to render it necessary now*; 
if so, let it be fairly proposed, though cer¬ 
tainly the fairest time for proposing it would 
have been at the union. If it was neces¬ 
sary, let it be brought under consideration 
with a full attendance of Irish members; 
Jet there be a call of the house, if that at¬ 
tendance could not be obtained otherwise. 
He, perhaps, should not be much in 
favpur of the measure* but be would ad* 
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knit it was a great measure, and deserving 
a full- and fair consideration. There was 
reason to believe, that some inducement 
bad been held out for making fhe offers ; 
and what added to the suspicion was, that 
some had been made 3 months back, some 
4 months, and some even so 1 mg since as 8 
months. It appeared, that ministers con 
sidered they had been a long time doing 
nothing, ar.d therefore, they brought for¬ 
ward these three bills together, to have the 
appearance of doing something—Of the 
suspension of the army of reserve bill, he 
Would say nothing, as it was not now be¬ 
fore the house, except that it came plea- 
•eodjt.recommended. For when an admi- 
HMjtjration came forwaid to recommend the 
mbpeal of its own act, there could be no 
doubt of the propriety of that repeal. Be¬ 
fore they entered into the war, ministers 
should have considered the means of put¬ 
ting an end to it. It was certainly a satis- 
faetoryfoing to be able to defend ourselves, 
but,that wa? not sufficient. Thehon. baro¬ 
net over the way ^Sir W. Erskine), asked, 
why did not the gentlemen on this side pro* 

? >se measures better calculated to this end? 

he hon. baronet had not long been a 
lijethber of that house, but did he ever hear 
of such a thing, or did he think that any 
plans could be "offered in that manner ? 
Certainly no plans could originate with him 
(Mr. Fox); but it was not natural to ex¬ 
pect that any would be brought forward by 
any man except those who would be com 
corned in the execution of them. The diffi¬ 
culties in the way of increasing the army 
were said to be great in the present moment. 
We had entered into war for a cause that de¬ 
barred us from all hope of the co-operation 
of Europe. When therefore ministers 
spoke of the difficulties of the country, it 
should be recollected that they were diffi¬ 
culties which they foresaw, and into which 
they brought the country without preparing 
means to.deliver it from them. It was 
Certainly very curious, that in stating these 
difficulties, they should defy others to pro¬ 
duce the means of overcoming them, that 
they should seem to triumph in them, and 
say, * let you devise a lcinedy if you can.” 
Whbt a situation had they brought the 
country iflto, when the wisest man in the 
house, could not devise the means of ex¬ 
tricating it f.'JTise hon. gentlemen appeared 
were charged with want 
"This was certainly, in one 
>ut foundation. They had 
‘ energy to do mischief. He was 
r $f those who arraigned them of 
* Abilities5 but he observed they 


ft? 



were very sore upon such chaises. Their 
situation appeared to him to resemble that 
of Grildrig, at the Court of Brobdignag 
who, finding himself sore from the sensible 
want of the powers possessed by those 
about him, and wishing to make it appear 
that he possessed sojne powers, set about 
vaunting of In': poweisto do mischief? u I 
assure you/’ said lie to the King, that in 
our own country we possess the means of 
destroying whole cities, and wasting and 
depopulating whole kingdoms,” 44 Hicn,” 
said the King, 44 if 1 am to believe what 
thou sayest of thyself, assuredly CJrildiig, 
thon art the most mischievous little animal 
on the fare of the earth.” 

Mr. IV.Keene explained, ns did Sir J,New¬ 
port, both of whom professed the highest re¬ 
spect for the individuals cf whom the meet¬ 
ing alluded to by the lion, member consisted. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer .—Sir ; I 
shall not detain the house at any length, 
for although the hon. gent, opposite to me 
has entered into a great variety of discus¬ 
sions, yet he has ‘-carc^ly touched upon the 
question immediately before the house, 
with the exception of that part of his speech, 
which went to shew that we were not tak¬ 
ing measures to increase that pan of our 
force which is most wanted. But let me 
ask the hon. gent., was not the proposition 
accompanied by one to increase the regular 
force by an addition of 18/;00 men. The 
Union, we ha\c been told, has been at¬ 
tended wiih no one good effect but that of 
destroying the legislature of Ireland, and 
the ho nr. gent, says, that it has produced no 
practical benefit. I am confident I am 
speaking the sentiments of those most com¬ 
petent to form an opinion in this respect, 
when I say, that the state of Ireland has 
been most materially improved by the 
Union ; and in point of fact, it is histori¬ 
cally true, that since the junction of the 
representatives of Great Britain and Ire¬ 
land, the great body of peopjp of Ireland 
have shewn more attachment to the common 
cause, and evinced more loyalty than be¬ 
fore. [Here Mr. Fox exclaimed, “ yes, 
martiallaw, and the suspension of the Ha¬ 
beas Corpus Act!”] The hon. gent, says, 
g% martial law, and the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act,” but he should also add, 
that these measures were sanctioned by the 
house; and I \yill freely say, that they were 
caused more by the peculiar circumstances 
of the moment, than by any want of at¬ 
tachment and loyalty in the great mass of 
the people of Ireland. It has been said, 
that every principle of the constitution re¬ 
quires that the measure should not be resort-. 
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eel to, excepting under circumstances of 
<)ie most preru/ng necessity, I rradily admit 
this positio; OF out hon. gents, will lecollect, 
it is not a mere novelty, an absolute innova¬ 
tion unexampled in tin* history of the two 
countries. Two instances may be adduced, 
when both the p.11 lament ol England and 
of Ireland acceded t<* it. This necessity 
was considered sufficient in the) ear 1799,* 
even when an honourable termination of a 
long war was considered in prospect, and a 
bill was passed, empowering Isis Majesty 
to appoint the regiments of lu ll militia to 
serve in this country. The hon. gent, says 
cho, there exists no maxim of policy upon 
which the expedient can be justified, and 
that it h an indispensable t on wquence of 
reporting to it, that the defence of Ireland 
will be weakened by it. It is not a part of 
the measure that the defence of Ireland 
should be debilitated, but it might be tire 
result, under pecuhar circumstances, Such, 
hovvevei, i* by no means (he intention ol 
his Majesty's sonants; and I contend that 
the prevent measure, combined with what 
was proposed last flight, may effectually 
conduce to the security ol both countries, 
for mch an expedient would enable his Ma- 
jr^y tvj replace those who, by this expe¬ 
dient, were drawn from their homes to pro¬ 
tect another portion of the Kingdom. On 
this reasoning 1 contend that the proposal is 
founded on the most obvious giouud of state 
policy ; but the true* motive was very cor¬ 
rectly slated ly my right hon. fiend last 
night, when he said, this resource would 
kel at liberty ;\ certain portion ol (lie regu¬ 
lar troops, which would be ready, on the 
spur of the moment, to be destined to any 
service the exigencies of the state might re¬ 
commend. What has been the uniform 
subject of complaint, bom the benches on 
the other side, but that, since the com¬ 
mencement of hostility, we have never sul- 
fieiently provided for the internal security, 
and that vje have wholly, neglected the 
means of lKreasing the disposable force; 
yet most unfortunate it is, that whatever 
plans aie suggested for those purposes, 
they have to encounter opposition from the 
same quarter. Such was the case when the 
bills for the army of rc.orvc, for the na¬ 
tional defence, and for the volunteer sys¬ 
tem, were pioduced. Whatever may be 
the sentiments of others, it is the firm per¬ 
suasion of his Majesty’s servants, that the 
effect of this measure will be to provide, 
with economy and expedition, an accession 
of force to the extent of 10,000 men, by 
which a large‘proportion ol the regular 
force will be at the disposal ol his Majesty, 


to act in any direction ; and that it /would 
be an act of the most egregious impolicy to 
neglec t so favourable an opportunity br en> 
larging the sphere of our military opera¬ 
tions. The hon. gent, confidently slated, 
that nothing had been done by his Majesty’* 
ministers to promote a cessation of hostdK 
ties, and he in consequence charged the 
continuation of the war on those who had 
committed tins neglect* I do not, Sir, think 
it proper at this time to controvert this as¬ 
sertion, because the verdict of the people 
lias been pionounccd, and ministers have 
been acquitted of the charge. They4i3Vb 
shewn they consider the present w.»r as 
one of indispensable necessity: the) have not 
thought the forbearance of his Majesty's mi¬ 
nisters, before the commencement of hosti¬ 
lities, had any other object than the preset 
vat ion of tranquillity, and they have vindi¬ 
cated the subsequent proceeding by the 
universal zeal and animation which prevails 
for the proseculion of the war. If the opi¬ 
nion of the people of England were to be 
determined by poll on this great question, 
and the hon. gent, with all the weight of his 
authority, and with all the charms of his 
eloquence, were to canvass the country, he 
would find himself, if not singf* and tm* 
supported, at hast countenanced by one of 
the smallest minotities to which the national 
interests could be submitted. What ! haaj 
nothing been done to bring the wajj to a 
conclusion ? The designs of France have 
been nude known, not only by the most 
explicit avowal, but by those acts which red¬ 
der deception impossible. These designs 0 ts 
the total subversion of the govt, of this na¬ 
tion. What, in tins predicament, were the 
most effectual m^ans to terminate the war ? 
It was by showing the enemy his views must 
be disappointed j by providing thosp power¬ 
ful and ex tens i^jg means of public defence, 
to convince him that any attempt to carry 
lus mighty project into execution, would in¬ 
volve him in confusion and disgrace j to 
place him in a situation, that whether ho 
pursue or abandon his schemes of aggran¬ 
disement by the attack on this land, he could 
not escape the mortification which must ever 
attend disappointed ambition. These, Sit, 
were not the only means to which his Ma¬ 
jesty's servants had repooise. I may fairly 
assert, that the first year of no preceding 
war has been distinguished by such a series 
of important successes as we have wi'nesfftd 
in tint short period on the present occasion,. 
But they.contend these arc bloodless tr> 
uinphs* and .they would estimate the value 
of thesetiiumphs by the quantity of British 
blood' that has stained the field” of victory. 
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|pf f>uld be happy indeed, if this were cor- 
jnei^ly stated s' it would shew that ministers 
anticipated the dangers to which our gallant 
ftrftideftwould beexposed, and by the prompfi- 
tttdc pf their measures prevented the neces- 
ttty pf the sacrifice of the most valuable lives 
jta £he state. 1 have no hesitation in de¬ 
claring, that this was in some instances the 
feet, but I mention it not as a source of 
grief. but of satisfaction. During the ne- 
gociation on the eve of the war, orders were 
sent out to the commanders in the West- 
IndTes to take measures to proceed against 
the enemy. Do gentlemen intend to deny 
this ? Yes, they had orders, not only to act 
on tfie earliest notice, but to intercept all 
supplies that were proceeding to the territory 
of t^e enemy. To this precaution we were 
indebted fpr the islands of St. Lucia and 
Tobago. Yet the hon. baronet has thought 
it correct to say, that no event had hap¬ 
pened in the course of this new war which 
redounded to the glory of the British asms. 
If any thing were deficient, that has been 
supplied by that public spirit which has so, 
amply provided for the internal defence. Was 
tbdre no energy displayed in the contest for 
St. Lucia ? and are we to object from our 
observation the recent victories in the Eastern 
World, under those able and gallant leaders 
Generals Wellesley and Lake, who have 
made British courage revered and dreaded, 
in the remotest regious of the earth ? Far 
be it from me to arrogate to ministers the 
glory of these expeditions ; let the laurel 
derate the brows of these brave warriors, 
ana ever flourish fresh and green around 
thejir temples j but let it not be said that no 
triumphs have been obtained, that no honours 
have rewarded British valour. The obstruc¬ 
tions we have had to surmount have been 
accurately detailed by my right hon. friend 
near me. I will not wealftn by repetition 
what he has so strongly enforced. We have 
had; the greatest military empire to oppose 
recorded in the annals of mankind, and wc 
forced to increase our regular force, 
Itt Order to be enabled to contend with it. 
Wedid so to the utmost extent the popula¬ 
tion and circumstances of the state admitted. 
ThjU was not sufficient, it was not yet expe¬ 
dient to avail ourselves of the military spirit 
of t he people, Such a resource has not been 
neglected, and t boldly affirm that we have 
a greater number of,soldiers at this time than 
or any other country of the world. 
t wte thisjWkfiout fear of contradiction, tor 
troth. • But let not gentlemen, 
whatever may be my respect 
I deem -them equal to 
.^Bpfeterans who have encountered the 


dangers and fatigues of a military duty in a 
.protracted war. I admit it wa/^t part of the 
policy of the late govt, to augment the in¬ 
ternal disposable force ; I admit the volun¬ 
tary zeal of the people has essentially con¬ 
tributed to this grand object, and all the 
credit I presume to claim is, for having di¬ 
rected this powerful torrent of patriotism 
into its proper channel, so that instead of. 
producing confusion, it has materially pro¬ 
moted the public advantage. A few facts 
will support the positions I have assumed. 
The effective force, including the militia in 
Great-Britain and Ireland, is 164,000 men j 
the volunteers compose a body of 400,000, 
all of whom are armed with firelocks, ex¬ 
cepting about 15,000 or 20,000 men. Thus 
there are 560,000 ready for the defence of 
the two islands. Let any candid man say, 
if it were probable a superior force could bet 
collected, whether the icgular or irregular 
armies be considered. 1 rejoice that parlia¬ 
ment, on this weighty point, coincided with 
the opinion of the friend with whom I have 
acted; 1 recollect with the warmest pleasure, 
that by the prudent measure of preserving 
double or treble the ordinary peace estab¬ 
lishment, those means were taken which 
were most conducive to the national secu¬ 
rity under the event of war : the result has 
fully justified the system of policy adopted, 
and we have now to congratulate the coun¬ 
try on its success. An hon. officer had sta¬ 
ted the cavalry at 10,000. I have the satis¬ 
faction to assure him, that on the 1st of Feb. 
last the number in Great-Biitain and Ire¬ 
land was 17 , 000 . If I advert to former 
measures, it is not with a view to any in¬ 
vidious comparisons, but to shew how in¬ 
effectual very often are the most prudent 
schemes, and the most diligent exertions 
when difficulties interpose. It will be re- 
col lrcted some time since three , scheme* 
were resorted to for augmenting the public 
force; 1st, the provisional cavalry; this 
attempt was so far unsucc«ful that it 
did not produce one-twelfth oWhe number 
calculated : 2d, the increase of the militia 
at the same period equally disappointed the 
wishes of the right honourable gentleman. 
This we have been enabled lo carry to a very 
great extent. The third was not attempted 
during his administration. I mean the ex¬ 
pedient of bartering rank for recruits. In 
this endeavour out of 47 battalions, only 
7500 men could be obtained; and had it not 
been for the sagacious policy of his Royal 
Highness at the head of the army, an enor¬ 
mous charge would have )>een perpetrated 
for this unproductive establishment. Such 
have been the measures adopted, and such 



@7] PARL. DEBATES, Apbilm, . Militia^g^entfifon Biff.,, [ 98 . 

has been the event. It is not surely unrea- he prove it ? Why* Sjr* when he ought to 
sonable to expect that those who brought tell us in what manner he has prepared tp at* 
forward measures thus abortive and nugato- tack Frauen, how he proposes*to conduct the 
ry, should make some allowance for the war in Europe, what rational prospect he has 
extraordinary difficulties with which we have of reducing a most formidable enemy, who 
had to contend, especially when they learn threatens us with a contest for our existence, 
that the* military force now existing is with- to reasonable terms, or of bringing the war 
in 14,000 men of its number, as it stood at to an early and a safe conclusion j instead of 
the highest estimate during the last war. answering these obvious questions, he carries 
You have drawn for the array and navy du- us to the other side of the globe, that is, as 
ring these recent exertions 200,000 men, and far as h* entt from the home question, and. 
if you will compare the amount of the regu- assures us that, by ihelatest advices fromlntfia 
lar army this year, with its state in the Lte many brilliant and splendid victories have 
war, you will find a difference of40,000 in- } been obtai ed over the Mahratras. Be it so, 
dividuals in favour of the present activity,' What connexion is there between those 
and chiefly owing to the plan of the array of events and the present war in Europe? Can 
reserve, so often reprobated in this house, any thing be conceived more extravagant and 
The measure now under consideration, has absurd than, when the question is, by what 
for its object to increase the disposable force, j means you can attack or repel the most for- 
I do not pretend it is wholly free from objec- j midable military power that ever existed in 
lion, but I aver it isjhe best, that, under the ' Europe, to answer it by saying that a British 
existing circumstances, can be devised. Con- army has completely defeated an India array 
earring therefore, whh the rest of his Ma- in the neighbourhood of Delhi? But perhaps 
jesty’s setvanla, I give my most cordial con- the right hob, gent, has some personal share 
euirence with the measure. in these transactions, and a right to some part 

/ Mr. Fov rose to explain, not what he had of the merit and the honour of the success, 
said this night, but what he had been re pro- Then he must have given the orders which', 
seated by the right lion. gent, to have said produced the war. In that case the war 
about a year and a half ago. His observa- against theMahrattas must have originated ib 
tions on that nation had been founded on England. No such thing. He knows literally 
the prospect of the continuance of the peace, nothing of :t, but what he has been able to pick 
and, if he had not been ovei-reached by the ! up fioin a few straggling gazettes, printed at 
statements of the right hon. gent, to that \ Madras, and copied from others printed at 
effect, he certainly should have pursued a Calcutta, which by mere accident have found 
different course on the occasion. their way 10 England, and a letter from 

Mr, Francis . —l rise, Sir, for the single Bombay. Fiom the fountain head he has 
purpose of not suffering to pass without no- heard nothing. From lord Wellesley, whose 
tice a declaration made by his Majesty’s conduct he extols, he never has received a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the most ex- single line of information oil the subject. I 
traorriinary, the most unadvised on his part* have said that such declarations, without 
considering his station and authority in this j knowledge, particularly in a person in hissta- 
house, and the least applicable to the subject j tion, are very unadvised, and liable to se- 
in debate, that I ever was witness to in the | rious objections. While the very question 
many years in which I have sat in parliament. ; of the wisdom, the policy, the right and the 
The general question between him and those justice of this war is depending, about all 
who differ frouvhim this night, is, 1st, who- which his Majesty’s ministers are just as much 
ther the measijpi of govt, in preparing for a in thedark as I am; while parliament is wait* 
war with France which they ought to have ing with anxiety tor the very materials, by 
foreseen, were such as intitled them to expect winch alone their judgment on the whole me- 
success in the prosecution of it; and then, rits of the war can be determined, and when 
whether the plan, the direction, and the ope- perhaps this house* upon receiving that corn- 
rations of the war have been such as, by pleat information, if ever it should come, 
shewing that we possessed the force and the which we ought to have received long ago, 
means of attacking the enemy with success, may be obliged to condemn the whole tran*- 
niight raise our military reputation to a level action, the right hbn. gent, invades add pre- 
with the efforts made by the country to fur- judges that question, which ought to have 
rush ministers with a power sufficient fetany - been left untouched, as I have always most 
enterprize, and thereby accelerate the terrai- studiously and cautiously left it,*ndopenfo 
nation of the war by a safe and honourable the free and unbiassed examination of parha- 
peace? On these questions, the right hon. meat. .To that examination^smtder or later, 
gent assumes the affirmative. Buthp^doea j it moat be submitted. But the ng*rt hon» 
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*gent., if } understand him right, jprpfases to 
expect that these successes in India will have 
*jp#be favourable effect upon our military or 
^|i<di!ical operations in Europe, and possibly 
cfptrihtHe to accelerate the termination of 
t&e war. If he does not think so, his^men¬ 
tion of those events is nothing to the present 
purpose. Now> sir, I am of opinion that, if 
• they have any effect at all, which I very 
;tt*uch doubt, it will be to our disadvantage, I 
mean as to wa^ and p«*ace in Europe; because 
-it will furnish Buonaparte with an argument, 
the neutral powers in all appearance 
upU be r?ady cuongh to listen to. They have 
hitherto shewn no sign of a disposition to 
t^kb part with us against France, or even to 
us whh their mediation. But when we 
t p»$felve$ them, in a triumphant tone, 
that our armies have obtained victories in 
|n4ia, from which we expect to become roas- 
fers of that empire, what will they conclude, 
jbut that the English arc governed by the 
same spirit of insatiable avarice and ambition 
y^ith which we reproach Buonapatte; that 
4hey have no interest in our quarrel but to see 
jt continued j and that the rest of the world 
no chance of peace, of happiness, or of 
jwffety, but in the weakness to winch the dan- 
%erqi ( is power bqth of France and England 
j$ay finally be reduced by the continuance of 
the present war ? 

‘The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained. 
JJe only had alluded to the lute affairs in 
India as splendid military exploits, and had 
not ; made any such deductions from them 
the hop, member supposed. 

Dr. Laurence entered into a review of the 
^guments of the right hon. gent, opposite, 
and of the conduct of his Majesty’s minis¬ 
ters, both before and since the commetice- 
jraent of hostilities. He vindicated the par- 
Ji&mentary conduct of foil right hon. friend 
jffrjr. Windham), and insisted that the wis¬ 
dom of his observations was fully established 
% the conduct of his Majesty’s ministers in 
adopting tltem, though they were, not dis¬ 
posed^ to acknowledge the obligation at the 
same,time that they took the benefit of them. 
J^he learned gentleman contended/that’the 
, jpptjji of. Ireland were sworn particularly 
‘ l^ the defence of that country, and could 
hot, without aykrtation of faith, be brought 
from if. <*-He then adverted to the capture 
of the FrenOli, islands, insisting that there 
had been no display of ga^fitr# on the qoea* 
|ton, eacepi Jn the trifling operation rattSt 
because there had been no force there 
tppkhla of resistance. ~~ The learned gent. 
* Ht, £rted to |hc inutility of such Ap- 
|r r |Aich wodld be given up at thecoo- 
Tpf a peace, as had been done in the 


case of Demerara, Essequibo, &c. after many 
millions of English capital should be ex¬ 
pended in improving them. In taking this 
view of the case, the hon. and learned gent, 
was proceeding to comment on some observa¬ 
tions that had fallen on a former occasion 
from an hon. general opposite (Maitland), 
respecting the policy ot taking possession 
of, the enemy’s colonial territories at the 
commencement of a war, though it should 
: be only to keep possession of them pending 
, hostilities, when he was called to order by 

General Maitland , who appealed to the 
candour and feelings of the House, whether 
it was regular to advert to what had fallen 
from a member on a former occasion, when 
that member would be, by the forms of the 
House, precluded from replying ? 

Dr. Laurence continued, and insisted that 
no benefit was to be derived from the posses¬ 
sions of the islands, if after much Riiiish 
capital should be expended on them they 
were to be given up in the end. The learned 
gent, observed, upon the different constitu¬ 
tions of the militia force of Ireland and of 
Great-Britain, and concluded by justifying 
the resolutions to which the hon. baronet 
(Sir J. Newport) had alluded, and ,assuring 
the lion, member that any hopes of recipio* 
cal service which he might have conceived 
from the last resolution, were not well 
founded. 

The Chan cel hr of the Exchequer , in ex¬ 
planation, stated, that provisional orders had 
been send out to the West Indies in the early 
part of March, founded on information that 
the enemy meant to reinforce one or two 
islands, to prevent the landing of troops in 
those islands, and that the orders for the ac- 
,tual commencement of hostilities had been 
sent out on the ltfih of May, the day of hid 
Majesty’s message, communicating the re* 
suit of the negociation. 

Mr. Serjeant Best justified (he Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, in the reasoning be had 
applied to the successes in th.e West Indies; 
and lie attributed these to the vigour and 
promptitude with which ministers had acted 
at the commencement of the negociaiion 
which terminated in hostility. Honourable 
gentlemen had doubted the promptitude de* 
dared, byt this uncertainty arose from a mix* 
nnderstahding. There were two description! 
of papers, the one containing directions to 
, the public officers before the war, the other 
bn the eventTaking place, and he clearly un¬ 
derstood it was principally in the former that 
this vigour and precaution had been evin¬ 
ced. It had been said, that the time when 
this measure is brought forward i? unseason* 
able. Honourable gentlemen seem to for* 
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get it is not intended to fix any p&nicvtlar 
period, bat to leave it at the discretion of his 
Majesty when he shall deem it expedient to 
avail himself of the offer of the Irish sol¬ 
diery.—The militia, under its present insti¬ 
tution, was raised to defend not particular 
counties, but any portion of the kingdom : 
and when Ireland, by the Union, became a 
part pf the British Empire, the measure pro¬ 
posed seemed a natural and necessary regu¬ 
lation. What was referable to the Irish mi¬ 
litia was equally so to the militia in the other 
part of the United Kingdom, and it might 
be prudent to resort to some method to ren* 
der the services of the national militia capa¬ 
ble of being resorted to in every part of these 
national domains. It was meeting the ardor 
of the Irish people with frigidity the most 
repulsive, to enter into long debates on the 
propriety of accepting the loyal offer of 
their protection. On this account he should 
not detain the House with further explana¬ 
tions, but would give his hearty support to a 
measure so immediately calculated to iucrease 
the security of the country. 

Mr. Johnstone denied that the war was 
approved of by the country at large. The 
unanimity that prevailed arose from very dif¬ 
ferent circumstances. The moment the war 
was declared, we were threatened with in¬ 
vasion, which united the whole country in¬ 
dependently of any consideration of the ne¬ 
cessity or expediency of the war. It was 
a war, he maintained, that could end only 
in a peace such as was made at Amiens. 
Could any acquisitions, he asked, we had 
made in the West-Indies, contribute in the 
smallest degree to force the French to a 
peace ? The gentlemen on the opposite 
bench, however, had taken merit to them¬ 
selves for sending orders to the West-Indies, 
by which we had gained some distant and 
temporary advantages there. But if this was 
so much calculated to do them credit, why 
did they not isme similar orders to the East- 
Indies, and thus prevent the expedition of 
Admiral Linois, which certainly would have 
been of much more importance to this 
country } The hon. gent, concluded by 
giving his negative to the Speaker’s leaving 
the chair. 

M[r. Secretary Yorke, in explanation, de¬ 
nied thath© entertained any contempt for 
the enemy. He had intended only to put 
the case, that if little more than 300 men, 
as had happened lately in India,‘had defeated 
so many thousands, what might we not ex- 
pect from British valour at home ? 

The Hon. Mr. Ktnnaird rose to take no¬ 
tice of what had fallen from an hon. mem¬ 
ber who b«d aaid> that if wb gamed ao glory 


in the war we^ should shame the French?;’ 
He did not exactly understand this princi¬ 
ple. His object, in this war, was to bHhijp . 
it to a speedy and effectualterroination j dot* 
to remain in a miserable statb of siege, ahtff 
be daily putting new fetters on OOr exertion^ 
This measure was to be accbtnpftoied with 
another, to increase the army by 10,00®, 
men* But how ? To be raised here, add 
in Ireland j and yet by this measure rhihl- 
sters set up a new competition ih the raiiili^ 
this new militia. * 1 ' 

Colonel f'ereker thought it unfair to take 
away the Irhh militia for English service, 
and then oblige Ireland to raise so many 
more to make up the deficiency * the ei-* 
penseof them being defrayed by the bounties 
paid by the counties in Ireland, might thus 
be amazingly increased. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that it was the intention of govt, to intro¬ 
duce a clause to charge the expenses of the 
bounty on the United Kingdom. 

Colonel Vereker adverted then to the ob¬ 
servations that had been made with respect- 
to the beneficial effects of the Union in 
It eland. Since that measure had passed, 
a special commission had been sent,down to 
the county of Limerick, and many people* 
had been hanged there ; a special commis¬ 
sion had been sent to Tipperary ; a itebeJlidrt 
had broke out in the capital of the kingdom, 
where a special commission had also been issu¬ 
ed j since that measure had passed, martial law 
had been established, and the habeas corpus 
act suspended $ and if these were arguments 
of the good effects of the union, they sur¬ 
passed his comprehension. (Here there wai 
a general cry of question \ question 1) 

The Hon. C . H. Hutchinson expressed!)!* 
satisfaction at the resolutions of the lords 
lieutenants, &c. on the subject of the mi¬ 
litia, as they did not go to preclude stnf 
new system of arrangement. He should 
support the bill, became he wished to sup¬ 
port the executive power at the present hid* 
ment. He hoped for a bill to allow the in- v 
terchango of the militia of both countries* 
In England, from the paktee to the cottagd; 
there was a greater ignorance of the 
state of Ireland, than Of any other country 
with which we professed to be acquainted* 
upon the face of the globe He hopt^d ^ 
See the English gentry and persons ‘of ©they 
Clares mixing with the people of Ifeldnely 
| and then they would retur herb t# 

; for the cause of Ireland, so that no 
wofdd be able to resist the voice Of ; 

| English members Would then bS’ipdiJKddjW 
! pay more' at tthitibif to ixtkh 1 questiotl£ 

! present they afb able to do, frdra i|ttbrirfw 

i Cl a 
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Gfihe state? of fhe country. He allowed 
. tbla measure to be founded on a violation pf 
the militia principle, but he took into con¬ 
sideration the attendant circumstances. Mi* 
fritter* bad, however, much depressed hi* 
feelings, when they appeared desirous of 
nyithdrawing from the original grounds pn 
which they supported the measure. Here 
tya* a bill to bring over 10,000 men from 
Ireland, but he was astonished to hear that 
«|iey had no idep of an interchange. They 
would then take away the country gentle¬ 
men of Ireland, and make no kind of re¬ 
turn for it* He was sorry to sec the great 
object thus weakened* But let it not be 
thought'that Ireland, because she exhibits 
this instance of her patriotism, is really sa- 
tjsded with what has been done since the 
Union The Irish thought they had the au¬ 
thority of the King, by fils royal message 
“Originating the union* and indeed that of 
parliament too, for expecting so mo further 
measures.* After the- solemn pledges they 
had received* be would ask what had been 
4one for them ? But while the Irbh felt and 
expressed their dissatisfaction, they would 
Stand by England to the last. They would 
never submit to a foreign force, or yield to 
the hqu^bty despot now hovering on our 
coasts. They wquld dje with England if 
necessary, or shaie her laurels. But let not 
this be confounded with an idea of their 
being satisfied with their condition. 

Lord De Blaquicre observed, that the 
question was not now, whether Ireland was 
Up aggrieved country, disturbed it certainly 
Was, but whether the militia proposed to be 
brought to thi* country thence, ought to be 
replaced ? He had voted for the measure 
yesterday, but should oppose the present. 
5phe militia was a hpeuies of force least want¬ 
ed } and as the men were to be raised by 
4 bounty, he thought the suggestion of se¬ 
veral law gentlemen, that their services 
ought to be taken, under a new covenant, 
and to a greater extent ought to be acted 
upon, 

; Mr, 4kvand<sr replied to spme of the ob¬ 
servations of the hon, colonel whp spoke last 
but one, and permuted the impropriety of 
ddyerting injrritating language to the union. 
He afterward* dwelt-on thf conduct of two 
ofher right hoq. gentlemen (Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Windham), and their strange connexion 
jin opposition to hi* Majesty’s ministers. He 
btard continual outcries of the incapacity of 
l^*nist$tj r - ibe«' g^llw^V.jwwow 

fsem^jflo consist in a perfect change; |ml 
: ffl^P^egrity'in a mutual forgiveness, a'c- 
gM|p*oied by a confession of having been m 
P^prfpng, before. As tp what ,bad been 


said about the union., gentlemen who sup¬ 
ported it had feelings of honour as high a* 
any others, and nothing but disunion could 
be the consequence to the country, whose 
cau*e we ought to support, by the provoca¬ 
tion of such subjects, lie, therefore, con¬ 
demned the imroduction unnecessarily of 
such topics in discussion. 

Mr. IVtndham said, he should not tres¬ 
pass on the house at that late hour. He re¬ 
joiced that his noble friend (l ord De Bla- 
quiere) concurred with him on the present 
occasion, for it was not without concern, he 
observed, they had voted on different side* 
last night, as he should ever be concerned 
to differ wiih that noble lord on any subject. 
His own objection to the measure which had 
been discussed last night arose principally 
from the present measure, for he considered 
both as forming part of the same system. 
The opinion ot Ins noble friend would have 
as much weight with him as that of < ny 
member in the hou^e. It was not expe¬ 
dient for many obvious considerations wli eh 
might be adverted to without delicacy, to 
augment the Irish militia beyond a certain 
proportion. As to w hat had fallen from au 
hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Alexander), he 
could not reply to him, for, he confessed 
he did not for the most part uudeistand 
him. He heard, however, a great deal 
about character, imbecility and «> forth ; 
but ministers appeared to be so sore and so 
conscious ot weakness, that *b^y heard no¬ 
thing but the sound of imbecility a>'d weak¬ 
ness, whatever the words might be, and 
yt hat ever the nubject.—Though the debate 
had been continued to, a late houi. hr thought 
it was not yet exhausted j and he should 
consider himself at liberty, in some future 
stage of the measure, to deliver his senti¬ 
ments on some points which had not, in 
his opinion, been sufficiently pressed.—The 
house then divided for the Speakers leaving 
the chair. 

Ayes - 94 

Noes - - 3 / 

( Majority - 57 

List of the Minority . 

Ad*dr, Robert Elford, Sir William 

Bankes, Henry Elliot, William 

Barclay* Sir Robert Fo’kestonc, Viscount 
Boimrtt, Hon. Edw. Fox, Hon. Cha$. Jas. 
Calcraft, John Funds, Philip 

Cavcndb h,LU Geo* A,H. Grcovilie, Ri, {ion. T* 
Codrington, Christopher Hamilton, Ld. Arch, 
Craufurd, Robert Hanison, John 

C eeVty, Thomas Johnstone, George 

Cu*J|Hon. John Kensington, Lord 

Dpjpaqtti^re, LorJ . Hon, Chaika j 
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KLkwall, Lord 
Lauience, French 
Mir-ham, Viscount 
Mot peth, Viscount 
N'Mih Dudley 
Ord, W Ilian 
Ptuy, Lord Henry 
foichc icr. Lord 
Patches, )oim 


Ru*tel, Lord William 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Stanhope, Walter Spencer 
Newport, Sir John 
W .doolie, Jrl'in. George 
Windham, R«. Hon. Win. 
V/yqne, SirWatkm Wm. 
Wiotfealcy, Sir John 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday) April 12, 1804. 


[War im India.] The Earl of Suffolk 
rose to cnli tin* attention of the house toa sub¬ 
ject which at present occupied a great deal 
of the public consideration He did not wish 
to piess his Majesty’s ministers to enter upon 
it i mined 1 * My, by proposing a motion to 
the«r louUhips, but he was perfectly prepa¬ 
red to pmcf cd now. in case it wis the desire 
ot his MqtMy’s: ministers that he should do so. 
Tiie subject to which he alludf d there was 
no occasion to conceal, it was the war in 
which we were engiged with the Mahrattas 
in India Thi- war was undertaken directly 
in opposition to the spirit ot an act of parlia¬ 
ment, and it was incumbent upon the govt, 
to justify itself as far as regarded this point. 
No less than three wars were carried on 
without the authority of this legislature. 
These wars were certainly now not of a very 
recent commencement, and yet no docu¬ 
ment had arrived on the subject, at leas: as 
far as he was informed. He had read, in¬ 
deed, many brilliant details of the victories 
of our troops in the Indies, but there was 
great reason to believe that they had not been 
gaiued without considerable loss on our side* 
At any rate, both on this account, and on 
account of their being undertaken in the 
teeth of an act of parliament, these wars de¬ 
served the serious consideration of their lord¬ 
ships. He was prepared to proceed imme¬ 
diately; but, in case'his Majesty’s ministers 
should th>nk it an accommodation to them, he 
had no objection to postpone his motion till 
to-morrow. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, that as his 
lordship intended to bring forward this sub¬ 
ject in so solemn a manner, he submitted 
whether even to-morrow was not too early a 
period in the present circumstances, when 
the attention of the house was occupied in a 
business of so much importance as the volun¬ 
teer consolidation bill. He hoped that for 
this and for other reasons, the noble lord 
would postpone the subject for a short time/ 

Lord Hobart observed, that the motion 
would be premature qn another ground, 
which was, that govt, was not prepared to 
enter qn the subject at present, because ao** 


official documents had yet arrived freatr 
India relating to the war*.to which the noble 
lord had adverted. * 7^ 

The Earl of Suffolk replied, that thta Wfca* 
the very reason why he wished to cab rhekl# 
tendon of the house to the subject. The aefe 
ot parliament provided that np war should b& 
entered upon m India without communion- 
ting the grounds of it to the legislature. Btft 
here was a war carr'ed on for a long time, 
without a single official document having 
eveq been sent to the executive govt, of thnk 
country. He agreed to postpone the mo* 
lion, but promised to bring it forward spotty 
without fixing any particular day. 

[VoLUNTLLR CONSOLIDATION RlLL.} 
The order of the day br ing read, their lord¬ 
ships went into a corpmittpe on the voluqteqfc 
bill. ' 

Lord Hawkeshtiry proposed an amendment, 
by Which it was provided, that no corps of 
yeomanry or volunteers should be subject 
tQ the mutiny act, during any period under 
fourteen days, when ihey might choose to ask 
semble for the purpose of improvement ia 
their exercise. 

The Duke of Montrose opposed the amend* 
menf, upon the ground^ that the officers even 
on these occasions, ought to have a control 
over the men. 

Lord Grenville supported the amendment, 
and expressed his satisfaction that the noble 
secretary had turned his attention to thissubk 
ject, and had thought proper to propose tht$ 
provision, as it was certainly improper to put 
so great a share of the population of the 
country under martial law, in any case, ex¬ 
cept that of invasion. 

, The Duke of Montrose wished that thenok 
ble lords could agree as well on points of 
higher importance. < '* r 

Earl Spencer proposed an amendment ill 
the clause relating to the payment of volun* 
teers, the object of which was, that the pay¬ 
ment should be made by the receiver-getibk 
ral, in the old way, and nor ut the secretary 
at war's office. * 

Lord Grenville supported the amendment, 
and contended that the office in question 
went to make the commanders of votunteefc 
corps public accountants,—The house then 
divided on lord Speueer’s amendment, 
r Contents 1 — > 10 ■ 

Non contents * *—'19 ' 

■' Majority — s ■ —9 ' 

Lord Grenville then proposed an adlend* 
merit, which he had formerly suggested, 
object of which was, to exempt those from 
punishment Who did not join theirfeorpX <i* 
case of an invasion, ft om their bettfgemployk 
ed on ether military service Agreed to — 




proposed an amendment, 
it# object the preventing of 
, '^i&WJWorjs^wer in the bands of armed bo* 
was agreed to be taken into con- 
fiijfemtiaD against the time of fh« report; after 
epme other verbal amendments in the §ehe~ 
(be bill passed the committee, Ad* 
jbwmd, 


HOU SE OF COMMONS 

% Thursday* April 12, 1604. 

fMiNtif es ] Mr Irwing, from the in¬ 
spector gentrafs office,* presented an account 
Of |ito produce of the permanent Saxes for the 
y£&r ending the ,5th Jan, i$04. Ordered to lie 
' djfttite table^ and to be printed for the use ofihe 
meifibers.—The accounts moved for by Mr. 
Foster, relative to the importation and expor¬ 
tation pf all flour, corn, grain, &c. into and 
frpm Great Britain, since the 1 st of Jan. 1800 , 
to the 1 st of Jan. 3 804$ and respecting the 
atoount of the duty received on the exporta¬ 
tion of linen from Ireland to Great-Britain, 
since the commencement thereof, were pre¬ 
sented, and ordered to lie on the table.—A 
ffthsage from the lords communicated their 
lordship’s agreement to the bank indemnity! 
die Irish militia families provision, and the 
Scotch bank capital augmentation bills, with* 
out any amendment.—Mr. Vansittart moved., 
that thette be laid before the house, art ac- 
eortnt of the grants of public money made to 
the Veterinary College and the Board of 
Agriculture, with an account of the expen¬ 
diture thereof. Ordered. 

(Cotton manufacturers’ petition.] 
Air. Hi ley Adding toN moved the or dec of 
fhe*day, for taking into consideration the re¬ 
port of tho committee on the petition of the 
cotton workmen and manufacturers. The 
order being read, the right hon. gent, mov¬ 
ed/ that the resolutions of the committee 
bf? read, which being done, he proceeded 
to, observe, that before he moved that the 
reflations be read a second time, it was 
* he should open the nature of the 

&m«cl now before the house; but he was 
gfad that in doing so, it was not necessary 
tqf him (o enter much into its detail. He 
should C $11 the v attemion of the house to the 
cJjrpup^tances Upon which the matter now. 
slpod^and then, in a few words, state for 
tar re^pnc the committee passed these 
and why he thought ,it his.jduty 
ouse to agree to them. . Geiyie- 
recollect, that about, 4 years 
r w as early in the year 1800 , a 
siderablc and a very unpleasant. 
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disagreement look place between the mas* 
ters and workmen engaged in the Cotton 
manufactory, in consequence of which pe¬ 
titions were presented to the house by a 
I very large body, praying for legislative in- 
/ terference to redress their grievances. That 
was a period of great difficulty in the coun¬ 
try, especially in the manufacturing part of 
it, arising from the stagnation of trade in 
the arduous contest in which, we were then 
engaged; and also from the scarcity and 
high price of provisions, which, to a great 
extent, affected all classes of his Majesty’s 
subjects, and more particularly the work¬ 
ing part of them. He did think it extreme* 
ly possible, perhaps probable, that if it 
had not been for the irritation arising from 
distress, thus produced from a combination 
of causes, these petitions would never have 
been presented. They were, however* 
presented, and the subject matter of them 
had been referred to a committee, which 
(passing over one of its members, of whom 
it did not become him to say any thing) 
consisted of very intelligent and enlighten¬ 
ed members of that house, w ho considered 
the subject, reported upon it, and an act 
of parliament past to alter the Jaw as it 
then stood, with respect to the mode of ap¬ 
pealing to magistrates, to appoint retertes 
to decide on matters in dispute between 
masters and workmen in the cotton trade. 
Whether that was a proper measure, or not, 
would be improper in him to doubt; he de- 
feired to the sense of the perfectly r< spec- 
table members of that committee, and im¬ 
perious and weighty reasons pressed upon 
their minds at the time, which induced 
them to make their report, and to form an 
opinion which was peculiar to the circum¬ 
stances under which they made it.—The 
committee had endeavoured on the one 
hand to form an impartial tidninai to decide 
on matters of depute, to afford speedy re* 
dress to those who had just grounds of com¬ 
plaint, at as limited an expense as possible ; 
and on the other, they had endeavoured to 
avoid any restriction or regulation which 
might be considered by the manufacturers 
as lettering the trade, in the prosperity of 
which, the interests of all the w orkmen, as 
welfas the masters, were materially involv¬ 
ed* In giving the petitioners all they ask¬ 
ed, the legislature might give them that 
which afterwards they* might repent of ask¬ 
ings TJie ioramiUee could have no possi* 
ble object, but to do justice to both parties, 
and they were, perhaps, better judges of 
the interest ol the petitioners, than the pe*, 
titioner# themselves. His motion should be^ 
that the house do ag^ee to the resokuionx 
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of thi« committee 5 and if it should be the 
pleasure of the house to do so, then he 
should move for an act of parliament to car¬ 
ry these resolutions into effect;, after which, 
upon reflection, he hoped the cotton wea¬ 
vers themselves would bp satisfied, and 
that they would be convinced they had ail 
which could with propriety be granted, 
and that the manufacturers also, would, in 
their turn, be satisfied that care had been, 
taken that no injury was done to them, so 
that neither the one, nor the other, should 
hereafter think it necessary to apply to par¬ 
liament. He then moved that these resolu¬ 
tions be now read a second time. 

Admiral Berkeley wished to know, whe¬ 
ther this measure was brought on by govt,, 
or originated with the manufacturers them¬ 
selves? He thought that a measure similar 
to this, ought to be adapted, with reference 
to the woollen trade. He wished to know, 
whether any steps were likely to be taken, 
in consequences of a memorial which had 
been presented on the subject of the wool¬ 
len trade ? 

Mr. Hiky Addington said, that business 
had been already partly brought forward by 
n right hon. relation of bis, -the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer. 

Mr. Francis said, he understood that the 
manufacturers were at liberty fo apply to 
be heard by counsel against any bills that 
might be brought in pursuant to these re¬ 
solutions, if they thought fit.—The resolu¬ 
tions were then read and agreed to; after 
which, Mr. H. Addington moved, that a 
bill be brought in pursuant to tbe three last 
resolutions. 

Sir Robert Buxton said, he was not going 
to oppose the bringing in the bill now mov¬ 
ed for, but he wished it to be understood as 
his opinion, that the greatest difficulties 
which had been felt on this subject, had ari¬ 
sen chiefly from our departing from the 
constitutional mode of adjusting differences 
between master and servant; he meant 
that of an appeal to the magistrate.—The 
question was then put, and leave was given 
to biing in the bill. 

[Irish Coin.]— Mr. Cony rose, and 
stated that lie fe't himself under the neces¬ 
sity of still farther postponing the motion 
respecting the circulating coin in Ireland, 
of which he had given notice for this day. 

It being the wish of his Majesty’s govt, 
that this subject faould be fully investigated 
and the most ample information obtained, 
dispatches were hourly looked for from Ire¬ 
land, which were deemed necessary i*pon 
this point, and until they should arrive, he 
would decline to bring forward his pro- 


* 

iftiaed motion.' If Ah 

received by to-morrow he would f«k^%eca- 
sion to submit the business to tfie considera¬ 
tion of the house, but if not, he hoped h% 
should stand excused for postponing it TO 
another day. ^' 

Mr. John Latouche expressed fife regffct 
that, under the severe pressure of the evil, 
which now bore on the p<?6pte of ireiami, 
and particularly on the inhabitants 01 the, 
metropolis, that the right hon. $ent, should 
think it proper to put off for a moment the 
proposition of some remedy. The hah. 
member was proceeding, when . *" 

The Speaker observed, that it was, the 
established custom of the house not to $uf- 
I fer a speech to be made on such an occasion 
as the present; it was not allowed by the 
rules of the house, that there should beany 
argumentative notice. If the hon. member 
intended to conclude wwth a fool ion, it was 
competent to him to proceed, but not others 
wise. 

[Payment of Irish civil of ft c e k! s 
at par.] — Lord Archibald Hamilton called 
the attention of the house to the subject of 
the payment of the salaries ot the minis¬ 
ters of Ireland, who occasionally resided'iii 
this country, he meant the mode in wbSefa 
that payment w as made, for they were paid 
At par. It. was now six* weeks or nearly 
two months since he first mentioned the sub¬ 
ject in the house, and he thought it incum- 
bent on him to bring the matter forward 
for the consideration of the house; he gave 1 
notice that he should this day do so, ahd he 
now proposed to fulfil that promise.— 
subject was that of payment of salaries of 
the ministers of that part of his MwjestyV 
govt, which related to Ireland, who occa¬ 
sionally resided in England, which payment 
was made at par. When this circumstance 
was first mentioned to the house, which ft 
was by him, it appeared to every body whb 
heard it, to be ati extraordinary fact, when 
it was admitted to be a fact, and he must 
be allowed to remind the right hon gCJ*|. 
(ME Corry) who admitted it, with what 
reluctance he brought the matter forward 4 *;" 
but, however, he was j|||reiled to it by a 
sense of public duty, antPror the same reak* 
son he vm bound to pursue it ; and here he 
must premise whit he had' to say, with 
observing, that there was no part of the 
duty of that house more imperative thah, 
that of watchibg over every part 
expenditure of the public money/ Thddb' 
generally did exist, artd always OU^ht $6 
exist inthat house, a jealousy concerning aft 
money transactions, and it ought tu be e#* 
erdsed with vigilance on th* presefcf odeja^ 
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n&d was glad to say, that the ques- There was therefore no principle on which 
iPtiiX) whiter J»e should lay before the house this mode of payment could I e supported * 
jifair fill* consideration, would^ lie Within a because, if it was upon principle, the thing 
Umtt$w compass, for the, chief part of it should bo adopted geneially to all whose sei- 
was neither more nor less* than wnat was to vices belonged to the govt of Ireland, and 
• tH*«CQt)$idered as the meaning of the plain who were occasionally resident in this conn- 
Mter of an act of pailjament* The a- try But by this practice of paying officers 
of the sums out of which this arose, of the Irish govt, at par, if they should hap- 
4 mm 4«deed but it was the principle pen to come over here for 6 wteks, tiny hid 

irhk^onstitutedthetmportance of the sub- an advantage of 10 per cent on‘he course 
ject. Here he proceeded to read the acts of exchange. He knew nor why many of 
iOf parliament of*the 30th of the King, for t|ie civtl officers of the hish govt came into 
regulating the payment of the salaries of this Country. The Loid Chancellor of lie- 
all the servants of the crown in the civil land, for instance, what it as n was the 1 e 
Apartments of the state* and then con- why he should be in England at ad otbev- 
,tended, that the commissioners of the wise than as a member of pjilimient, in 
*#reg*.ury in Ireland, had no right to inter- which character he had no salary ? TIm? 

herewith the payment of the salaries of the same observation might be made on the case 

officers of govt., nor with any sums of mo- of the tight hon gent. (Mr. Cori)); time 
sptyp Whatever, while it was in transitu $ for it was no occasion fo> ins residence in I n- 

jafoaamot onfyureptig^ar.t to tlio law he had gland, othei wise than as a member of pur- 

ijmt quoted, but contrary also to precedent. liameni, in wl ir h thmictri he was tulitlcd 
He contended that the order which had tonoinlaty. The ymc might he saul of 
Jbeeu issued by the commissioners of the the inspector-general of the import•» and c x- 
-|rea«ury in Iieland, foi the payment at par ports, who was not of necessity here. 1 he 
A the, civil oncers of the govt, of the same of the officers of the customs of the 
^country, occasionally resident in this, was port of Dublin, and many others * \enhiy 
,**Of warranted, and was therefore an excess were all here, and bed the advantage of it- 

dof their authonty. He would ask, what cming their salaries at par, Thtse multi - 

Were the salaries of these officers of govt. ? phed instances of this advantage given to 
Were they not charges upon the public re- the civil officers of the executive govt, of 

venue of the countiy? II so, by what j Iieland, confirmed him in tl e ccnvu fou of 

authority v> as any alteration made in them ? the imptopriety of the practice. Hue the 
He *aid, that payment to any person out of noble lord read passages from pages 11 and 
the public revenue of the country of more 12 of the account which was hud on the 
than was allowed by law, was irregular, table (seaVol. I. p* 1163 ) of the money paid 
and quite unwarrantable* and if the right to diPerent officers for their salnits at par, 
.hon* gent, opposite to him (Mr. Corry), from which he argued, ibeie were abuses in 
Vyas allowed to ptoceed’m this manner, where this system, and observed, that the more he 
mere we to slop? He contended, there- considerd the subject, the more he was 
fore, that this was an unwarrantable act. convinced of the impropriety of the practice. 
Be did not charge ministers with a delibe* He then insisted on the paiticular inexpe- 
fate design <0 over*ru J c the law* but he dicr.iy of the practice at the present 110- 

tbgt these^ irregular and unwariaita- incut, under all the present circumstano s of 
A would have that officer, unless that country, and that the more rcmaikably, 
Checked by the houjje. It was admitted that on account of the deplorable state of the 
th* half pay officers of Ireland were not currency vf that country, which had for a 
paid at par, wWfe they might be occa- long time pa 4 been felt as a very great evil. 
Aional residents in jth*s country. Now', He maintained, that without imputing any 
Upon what grougAdhe civil officers of govt, improper motives, it looked unfavorably, 
Claimed (obepa^Hd par, when no such ad- that the commissioners of the revenue ‘bould 
irantagp was a)low<to tp the half-pay officers, benefit themselves by an order which they 
he wa$ at a’ loss tg conceive, He knew made contrary 10 law, and should tinmselvcs 
many reasons why the half-pay officers, who claim, by their own order, a benefit" which 
h»A devoted ibt whole of their time, uhd they did not allow to otheis, who, if the 
#f$eo*risked their lives in defence and for the measure was right, had a better claim to it. 

S dCfcMof their country, should have more He observed also, that this matter remained 
anMgea in the mode of receiving fheir a secret for awhile, and until he brought it 
tttle pay, but not one reason why they should forward in the house.- if he was right, why 
§j*f# A than the civil officers of the gou. was it concealed at all ? this w'as a matter 
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which had also an unfavourable appearance. 
He contended, that the right hon. gcut. 
(Mr. Corry) could not, of his own individual 
authority, do any act for the raising any mo¬ 
ney n& allowed by law, for any body ; still 
less proper did it seem to be when that mo¬ 
ney went partly to himself, such money not 
being in th«- exchequer, *nd, therefore, not 
subject to his cognizance. The*e vrere two 
points on which his objection to this practice 
rested. The 3d point was, that the princi¬ 
ple on winch the practice was defended, had j 
complexly failed, for it was not general in 
its application, the half-pay officers deriving ; 
no id van i age from it, and before it could 
deserve t he name of a principle, the applica¬ 
tion of it must be general. Lastly, the only 
persons who were made to benefit by the 
practice, were the last from whom it ought 
to be expected, namely, the commissioners 
of the treasury of Ireland, who issued the 
order; nor was there any excuse for this 
having h *ppened by inadvertency, or any 
thing of that sort, for there w^s no account 
made out on the subject of the revenue of 
Ireland, in which the course of exchange 
did not appear, therefore they had the sub¬ 
ject constantly before their eyes. He should 
have thong it that th^ir being in a situation 
of trust, would have prevented them from 
converting it, for they had convened i f , into 
their own emolument; he must be allowed 
to deliver h»s opinion upon these matters, 
without softening his language, and to use 
such as were applicable to ihe. facts, as they 
appeared in proof. He said, he was war¬ 
ranted in saying, that they had turned their 
situation of trust to th tr own private emo¬ 
lument. He then read the resolutions which 
he proposed to submit to the house, viz,; 

“ Resolved, that it appears to this house, 
that payments have been made in London, 
of salanes charged on the Irrih establish¬ 
ment, out of money to be remitted to the 
Iridi treasury, thereby preventing the profits 
of the exchange thereof, from being of Cre¬ 
dit to the public, as is done in other cases.—* 
Resolved, that they have been made without 
sufficient authority.— Resolved, tfrat such 
practice is unwarrantable, and ought to be 
discontinued.*’ 

Lord CasiUrcagh observed, that the noble 
lord, in the statement he had been pleased 
to make upon this occasion, had travelled 
tnore into general propositions than was ne-' 
cessary. The main question was a very 
simple one, namely, whether money in pos¬ 
session of the agent in England belonging to 
the Irish treasury, was or was not subject to 
the order of the commissioners of the Irish 
treasury ? Then, supposing that to be decided 

Voi. I 


in the affirmative, the next quest toft 
be, whether the application that w*t 
of that money under that order, 
and proper application, under all tW 
cumstances of the case * In other words, 
whether the oiderof the commissioners of 
the Irish treasury proceeded from a compft* 

1 frnt or legal auihority, or not ? And-ho 
apprehended the noble lord had taken the 
matter too widely, when he considered that 
the money transferred from the treasurer of 
that country to the I nth agent in this must 
be considered as money in transitu to the 
Irish exchequer, in the situation of all mo¬ 
ney in transitu , it was, as he apprehended, 
subject to the order of the lords of thetjrea- 
sury there, they being in that case, as they 
tyere in every other, responsible for the ex¬ 
ercise of their auihority in the application of 
that money; for as the money was issued un- 
der the authority and by the direction of three 
of the lords of the treasury, the order Was a 
legal order in itself, and at such binding on 
the Irish agent; and he agreed .entirely With 
the noble lord, that the officers of the treasu¬ 
ry were responsible to parliament for every 
thing in execution of their trust, and that 
they should draw every thing to the advan¬ 
tage of the public, in the best manner cir¬ 
cumstances would permit; and that if the 
course of exchange, between this country 
could be applied to the benefit of Ireland, in 
the issue of any orders or otherwise, it was 
a part of thrir duty to make it applicable to 
the interest of the public as much as possi¬ 
ble, unless some particular circumstances of 
some particular case, called for a relaxation 
from the general principle, which he appre¬ 
hended to^be the case now under considera¬ 
tion. The nnble lord seemed to argue this 
. matter as if there was an actual mcreaio of 
salary to th^sc officers, by the mode of pay* 
ment which had been adopted in this case 9 
if so, he should agree w ith the noble lord in 
the conclusion that the mode was improper % 
for it was beyond the competency ot th^ Irish 
trfeasufy to increase the salaries of of- 
ffeefs, the amount of whiitb was specified by 
law* Hie act of parliament had said, tfhai 
the salaries of these officers should be 9 but 
that waa while ihey exercised their function* 
in Ireland, and wh'ii they were hr/p# 
there ; but incite now before the hhuae# 
the officers of gott., Whose salaries we*rtho* 
paid, had been taken from the-natural 
of action In which they had 
called upon to move, and ^ 

feiat pulrfiosek, to exercise their tuiietkm* ill 
this country. It was true, that application 
might be made to parliament* onyditefr* 
tlon whs necMtfary, in t he course of the p»y- 
r-i 
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fUfcrrtof these sauries; at the same time the 
ntfble lord would see,, that the whole of the 
question arose, not from the amount of lhe 
sauries of these otfk er>, but from the mode 
hf paying them, in consequence of their 
function* being altered and extended beyond 
their ordinary sphere of action ; and the 
question was merely, whether an officer 
darning from Ireland to England to do his 
duty, shall be paid in England »u English or 
id Irish currency | he would see* that it 
Would be straining the statement to go 
beyond this, or to say that it was any thing 
like an increase of salary. The question 
Was, whether as an officer did his duty in 
England* he should not be paid in English 
Currency? If* indeed, he dischaiged/ the 
functions of his office in Ireland* it would 
be an advantage to him that he should be 
paid in English currency, and an advantage 
, So Which he would not be inutled * hut if he 
yftm obliged to come here to perform that of¬ 
fice, a country in which certainly he could 
not' live cheaper than in Ireland* nor could 
be 4° his duty in u with more satisfaction or 
convenience to himself than in Ireland * he 
Would put it to ihe house whether it was fair 
Id call on such an officer to pet form his duty 
Witb a diminution of salary; for that would 
be the case if hr wrre to be paid here in 
Irish currency. This mode of payment was 
not* in fact* an increase of salary, but a mere 
relief from a tax to which these officers 


would be liable if this mode of payment was 
not adopted. The propriety of affording this 
relief from a tax in such a case, he main* 
tabled to be consonant to the spirit of the 
act of union* as well as to the general prin¬ 
ciples of justice. He maintained* \bat in 
S0mo oases it had been allowed to those who 
Wefe not compelled* as these officers were* 

. #<> come from Ireland to this country —As to 
wtaff had been said about the particular in¬ 
dividuals* who took what was called the 
benefit pf this mode pf payment, (which, 
by the way, was no benefit, for it was only 
a&,exemption from a tax, which could not 
be imposed on them ) he could say of 
them t^at they were actuated by no motives 
fcfit smm ast would do them no dishonour; 
jsihber was there any attempt to keep this 
matter a secret, no secrecy could attend it. 
Me compared thi* W*4« of^ payment to that 
which was uniformly adopted in paying our 
^robjps abroad. The course of exchange was 

flfop sufsh a * to wk* Sl * muer ° { sor »e sx* 

pmt *to tfausmir^he pay pf officers and 
^ ^ —, 4my had their whale pay, as #f 
i no such expense* and the public 
yayacalled upon to defijay it; end, 
in ius opinion, the question was, 



whether the commissioners of the treasury of 
Ireland were not called upon to consider of 
the propriety of relieving ihese officers from 
the operation of a tax, which would, unless 
they were relieved* attach uppn them when 
they came to perform i heir duty in this coun¬ 
try, and which would uot attach on them if 
they performed it in Ireland ? Thr noble 
lotd said, the principle on which this mode 
of payment was adopted* ought to be ge¬ 
neral* or not adopted at all, and therefore the 
half pay officers of Ireland, who were in this 
country* ought to be paid at par as well as 
the civil officers of the Irish govt,, but there 
was a distinction between the two services. 
The half-pay officers of Ireland had their 
option* whether they would come here or 
remain in Ireland; but the civil officers were 
compelled to come here. He applied this 
to all these officers who came here, and he 
could not help thinking, that the house 
would be of opinion with him, that those of¬ 
ficers had no more than justice done to them 
upon this occasion. On the whole matter 
he did not see any blame imputable to the 
commissioners ot the Irish treasury upon 
this occasion, and as these resolutions were 
intended to be followed up by some other 
resolutions of disapprobation of what had 
been done* for which-disapprobition there 
Wits no reason, theiefore he moved the order 
of the day. 

Lord Folkestone expressed his astonish¬ 
ment* after the statement which had been 
made by the noble lord who proposed the re¬ 
solutions, that any member of that house 
could be found to stand so boldly forward to 
justify the practice to which those resolution# 
referred, and least of all did he expect such 
attempt at justification from the noble lord 
who had just sat down. How (he noble lord 
could reconcile hi* doctrine on a former oc¬ 
casion, that there was no depreciation of ihe 
liish currency, with his assertion of this 
evening, that the payment of the Irhh civil 
officers resident in this country at par, was 
a relief from a tax* he was at a loss to con¬ 
ceive. There was* io the accounts laid be¬ 
fore the house* sufficient ground for warrant¬ 
ing the resolutions, without entrnng into 
any other causes. It appeared from these 
accounts* that the total ot ihe sum paid at 
pir, was 25 , 000 /.* while ihe total ot the 
sums paid only in salaries did uot exceed 
i2,000/. A difference so very material cer* 
taioly called for explanation, and he Imped 
to hear some satisfactory reasons for ike 
excess. 

Mr, Fox declared, ihat of all the questions 
which had for a long tunc come before ihe 
bouse* he thought tae present one would 
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prove the most difficult to be defended, and 
he was dot disappointed in the Sentiments 
which lie previously entertained. The noble 
lord had, in fact, shewn the weakness of the 
cause he bad to Support by the weakness of 
the arguments which he had used; It had 
been said, and certainly no small stress had 
been laid upon the assertion, that a man's 
salary was not increased because he was re¬ 
lieved from the operation of a ta*. He 
could not, for his own part, understand the 
difference between an increase of salary and 
an exemption from the payment of a tax. 
His Majesty might as well exempt a man of 
landed property from the payment of the 
land-tax, arid what was that in fact but an 
increase of salary ? The noble lord spoke 
of persons who were called here by order of 
their superiors; but when he examined the 
list of those who received payments at*par, 
he was at a loss to dfoteover who they were. 
He could not agree that the right hon. genr. 
on the opposite bench (Mr. Corry) had been 
called here by his superiors, and he wished 
to know, supposing that right hon. gent! 
not to be; a member of parliament, what was 
the necessity which compelled him to reside 
in this country? With respect to the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland, the noble lord gave 
up the matter at once, and said, he could 
not assign any cause for his coming. Was 
a judge, whose residence was in reality in 
Ireland, and who came to this country, to 
be allowed to plead in his justification, that 
he was called by his superiors? He could 
not admit there existed a greater duty to 
attend parliament, in those persons who were 
in office, than in those who were out of 
office, for that would be to admit, that the 
country gentlemen were to be taxed, and 
that his Majesty's servants were to be paid 
for their attendance in parliament. There 
exited no necessity whatever, with regard 
to the Lord Chancellor; for who had the 
right of ordering him to come to this coun¬ 
try ? Certainly none but the King, and 
even then there might be doubts upon that 
subject, as his Majesty had his own chan-j 
qellor here. As to the question of remuqe* 
ration, he could not avoid say ing, that if tte 
Irish officers were sent out of thdr country 
tp discharge the duties of their respective 
pffices, and it was detemed just to reward 
them for extraordinary services, they should 
have been rewarded, not in the mpbner 
Which had been adopted, but in a fair, open, . 
and constitutional way* The hoble loVd had, 
stated, by comparison, the case of the pay- 
irtent of the troops serving abroad; but then 
he did not take into his consideration what 
was absolutely material/th^t the deficiencies 


occasioned by the difference of! ng#;. 
were made good tu*tbe*^of6cers aud.iiHfnih)^ 
parliament, while*' in the preseat case*i.*$te$ 
were made good by die lords of tbe f oNh 
treasury. The noble lord had drawn a 
tinct line between the ciaims.of;the 
officers, and those who were paid v#L MM* 
yet the noble lord was not, -at that 
aware, that the la’e chancellor Ipf ^|felag4 
possessed no better claim than 
half-pay officers, who have suffered 
in consequence of the state of the exchange* 
The chancellor was, in fact, a haif-pay oft 
fieer; ‘ for he had 4 or 50004 a year tprbi|jp4 
iftg formerly done the duty of Speaker 1( pf 
the Hou«*e of Lords; yet his claims vvetd 
freely allowed* and he received his salary jat 
par. If remuneration appeared a just ajMi 
equitable measure, he was desirous to hay# 
the proofs fairly brought forward, and the 
services of the officers of the Irish govern 
sident Irt this country^ properly rewarded* 
but he could not consent to make any 
ceptions iri their favour, unless upon piinpir' 
pies altogether constitution ah Mt -was amt 
deniable that iheir ialarie? had been fcieari ;y 
fixed, and at the same time made liable f# 
all the taxes, deductions, add ehauecs* t4$ 
those to which other officers under the Will 
govt., resident in Ireland, might eventually 
be subject. He wished to know 0» what 
principle it was that one officer, resid»t in 
Dublin, should receive only go/, aft* 
other in London should be paid the who*# 
too/. * When he considered the duties to b$ 
performed by those whose names appealed 
upon the list* he felt that they did n<* 
pear prhna facie to be called over to Loot, 
don for the pprptose of performing the fonc* 
lions of their respective offices. Could, mu* 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the counsel 
the commissioners of the revenue, or tha 
customer of the port of Dublin/ with sey^i 
more, be considered in that point of vi$w4 
It-was. he readily admitted, not altogether 
impossible that they might be called awafc 
for thatpurpose, but aa the house, «**»*• 
norant <rf the circumstances, he fhoughtaU, 
the informal bn which could be obtained* .0®. 
tlie suhiect should be laid before parliament.'.. 
He should) t^fflcefi^e. v«te agatnsrthe orders 

of the day * '-iv* 1 * *-. ■ *.■ ,v / 

the dU# 0*' 

thought this was a question upon which 
pull not be much differenc^. 


i to te quite accurate in L -^ r 

facts of the case; it it was 
lge of salary, he should tbmk; thaMj* 
duet of die Irish -creewr* ■ «* noUM» 
ified, but it was no such thing, ineoi* 
I 2 
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iefih* Irwh government, 

^ . .eeived lOOi. Irish tf they 

b^dmtmmed in Ireland, did not receive 
100£Bi*dih* they. m\y received QZ L Bri- 
wa* equal to 100/. Irish ; and he 
r it to be remembered that those offi- 
those salaries were all established 
the Union» when it could not be in 
contemplation that it Would be necessary to 
llWR turnover to England* If these uffL 
ter* were* »n addition to the inconvenience 
they suffered by being brought over to Eng« 
land, to lose by the exchange* instead of re? 
eciviag 02 /, they would* in tact, only receive 
$%L* which, be Was sure, *could never be 
intended. The honourable gentleman se fried 
tqLfpppose that these officers received the 
whole of their salaries h (his country j that 
Hpi not the case j they only received that 
pirt ofit Which became due during their re- 
sopite in England. The honourable gent, 
seemed to think that the officers, called over 
feene’upon public business, ought tohavean ; 
allowance } the feet was, they only had their ( 
travelling expenses allowed to them, and (hat 1 
WlkSonly granted to those in inferior situa- j 
tiqns. The whole question re?oJved itbelf 
into this, whether officers who were brought | 
hero, to discharge a public duty, ought or I 
Ought uut la receive the same salary they | 
would have received if they bad remained I 
in Ireland? It appeared to him that no douht | 
could be enUrtained upon the subject, and 
therefore be should vole for the motion of bis 
xvobte frWnd. 

JVfr, Mm Latmcbe supported the original 
motion, upon ihe ground tb4 this, which 
bo oon^idered as an increase of their tala- 
rie^waientirely defrayed by I»eland, where- 
§*;h was a part of the joint expenditure 
<& the empire, England ought to defray the 
pnmportion stipulated bv the Uoiun. 

iThe J % 4 $tw 4f tk* Rolls observed, that the 
noble lord had laid down a proposition in his 
motion, wh ch was of a general nature : but 
that all (he other gentlemen* who had fol- 
tow d on that %ide, had departed from the 
, general principle, he had stated, and made 
ftephulsr di^tnetiona. H« should not en-. 
lerimo fit*-, nrcesdty arising horn any parti* 
ectef, 10411 Ce, Be could see nothing in the 
rcprptal of any gentJemnn from It eland to 
i%la*td oa the busmens of his office, that 
Pig^t to operate to thodirmnuuon of his in* 
IV. JVyhc u he was calkd here b« had bis 

40 discharge, apd height tohaye the 
| amount of! % salary, filename as if fa , 
F rew**oe4 uUrcUmd. -, Upon thv prim*? 

' ' ijipled to be edablish^d, persons cup* 
>. East-I tuba atSaifs might be sentfo 
i t<| ; «tw« vu their Varies. So,that if .« 



a person; were orders to go to York, and ’ 
could not get his salary from London, but at 
a great expense attending 'lie transfer, be * 
wan to be a sufferer. But what was exchange . 
but the expense attending the transfer of 
money * and why should the civil officer sus¬ 
tain that expense, if he did not voluntary 
shift his residence ? The learned member i heti 
proceeded to shew (hat the case of half pay 
officers did not apply in the present ii stance. 
Augmentation of salary,, keadmitttd, would 
be unjustifiable, but that was vastly diffident 
f rom, the mere payment of the same identical 
salary, only on a different spot. 

Dr. Laurence observed, that what hac! fal¬ 
len from (he last learned member, though 
very ingenious, did not strictly apply *o the 
point in debate. The sdaiy of an individual 
must be paid from the e4*bushmen whence 
it should be drawn He should wish 10 know 
whether, as this was a matter which might 
operate in various ways, ihat, if actually a 
profit were to be drawn from a change of si¬ 
tuation of this sort, it was to be, understood 
♦hat a deduction to that amount was to, be 
made ? After the Union it must have been 
seen, (bat such circumstances weie fairly to 
be anticipated, though they might ap¬ 
pear to some in the light of casual evils. But, 
whatever ihey were, this was not the form 
and mode in which remuneration, be it ever 
so necessary, was to be given. It did not 
appear to him, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer actually knew the ‘me s«aie of 
the case on which they had been debat¬ 
ing, He bad said, it was oply a power 
of issuing to certain persons part of their sa¬ 
laries during their residence here. If 
could be shewn that they had received no 
mok than their fair proportion, still on the 
face of the order fot Mr. Wickham, it did 
appear an ui limited one, l<»r n give credit 
at tile rale of 4.360 /. per sun,, and the pay- 
menu were to be charged 10 the treasury ac¬ 
counts, Here then was a general credit fo$ 
that gentleman to draw upon. Now when 
a certain important debate occurred respect* 
ing Ireland, he was not here, but, as it ap- 
j paired* in Yoikshire $ yet, according to this 
[ order, be had liberty to df*iw if Jie <hose. 

Here was the power. Was fins any kind of 
| check on (Hr mode of tramacting public bu¬ 
siness? And Colonel Loflus, a commissio¬ 
ner of the treasury, was actually here a 
whole year. # Did be attend here as commis- 
siontr pf the Treasury ? Let ministers bring 
t% question fairly before the house, and ar* 

* range the system. He cou|d foa ve wished to 
hear .something from the learned gentleman 
concern ing the power of giving orders before 
the money was Hi t )xe exchequer. One thing 
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he certainly did hope and expect from the 
present admmivtratioo; and that was, an 
adherence u> the strict forms of the house, 
and a restoration of such as had, from cir¬ 
cumstances, been ueiuhcd upon ; but he was 
sorry to oWrvr, that he could not recollect 
the time* when they were so much neglected. 

The Ckn nUi lor of the Exchequer said, that 
Imd jhr learned gentleman, in adverting to 
what he said, examin'd the case of Mr* 
Wn kham, he would luve found that the very 
terms shewed they did not wan am Ji is com¬ 
ments In p. ge 12 he would have found 
th*t th** credit was to be g yen at the rate of 
4 300/. and (hat ar page 3 he would hate 
seen ill'll his predecessor drew only the 
smaller sum ot 4,029 /. staled as paid in 1803, 
but »hu unluded the t*itaI ot 2 years ; not, 
however biought f >rvvard in 1803, He did 
not be h \ e tluu Mr Wickham was a person 
likely to depait, tn that respect, from his 
predeersw’s example. 

Lord lien tv Pittv rose, only to advert to 
what had fa Ln fiom a learned gentleman 
opposite ('he Master of the Rolls). With 
the general ptimiple which that learned 
gentlennn had laid down, he was ready in 
some measure to give his concurience; and 
had this g< neral principle been the question 
now brfo»e the house, he would m all pro¬ 
bability, have g've.i it his vote. But be¬ 
cause such a principle had not been before 
the h f use, and because it was not war¬ 
ranted by any legislative authority, he 
would there tire oppose the present prac¬ 
tice, and vote for the o/iginal motion. 

Mi Francis s.*id, that among many weigh 
ty arguments, which determined him to vote 
fur the original motion, there were two, 
which he wished particularly to state and to 
insist on, bt cause they were of a plain and 
obvious quality, and not liable to be per¬ 
plexed and confounded by technical skill or 
sophistical distinctions. To these. Sir, I 
expect to hear a plain and rational answer, 
which hitherto has not been attempted. In 
the first place, Sir, 1 hold it to ben principle 
inseparable from the uses of all government, 
and from the duties of ilp* government more 
than any other, that the personal interest of 
every individual trusted vyilh power should, 
in all cases, be one and t he sam#? with the 
interest of the community. If a general cala¬ 
mity should exist, or a general burdcu is to 
be endured, to the re rnrdy or relief of which 
the labour, the industry and the skill of per¬ 
sons in high office ought to be unremittingly 
applied, it is not wise, it is not safe roexempt 
such persons from their share in the general 
pressure or suffering that falty ppop the 
yest. You take away a pxiqcipa] motive or 
. stimulus to such persons to exert themselves 


in the public service,* tvheh^dw tell 
that, whether they u<gi*ct<theif 
they are mre to be born* Earmlefc4r* ttewfos& 
ccipt of ihur own income* LeastW4Uf ||K 
it prudent or safe to suffef sUCW (Unties 0 * 
form the measure and • to distribute 
amount of thru own relief ? |kt# eVCt* 
the contrary were true, if it could" b£ni*$tt* 1 
tained that persons in high and 
ficou ought to be specially ami exchOrivdty^ 
exempted fiom any share in a public suffer- 
mg, still the course which has bee»*t&ken v 
ought not to be endured. It is asserted * 
that the pay menu in question have not 
secret, have not been clandestine. KtjM 
answer is, that they have been made net'#* 
only without the authority, but without the * 
knowledge oi> parliament* I, for one, ne. • 
ver heard of the fact** until it was intro-** 
duced by the noble lord on thfc 'sudd* 'If ^ 
the thing be proper, it ought to lie done by 
a vote of this house, or m home dther regfc- * 
lar paitiamcnta/y way. Whenever the ge-*" 1 
neral principle of reimbursing individuals 
for losses on exchange of salat ies comes to u 
be considered, you w ill have other Cases* in** 
hnitely more pressing to provide for. I 4 
shall state only one, which I think tould n 
hardly be resisted, and which has Hhequedf ^ 
ly occurred I mean that of an English* 
regiment disbanded in Ireland, and of 4 
which the officer*, all English, arc compel- ' 
led by their situation, circumstance*, hntf 
connexions to reside in England'oh lh#C * 
Irish half-pay. Out of that pittance they 
lose ten pen cent, on the remittance ffotu 
Ireland. Would you refuse to' indemnify * 
such persons, while the principal oflfcerf of* 
govt, are permitted to reimburse (JumsfelVea 
| out of the public purse? Now, Sir, I ask - 
for information on a point of parliamentary 
construction, in which I tfctnK the honour; > 
because I am sure the duty of this house, ia 
essentially concerned." Supposing the ttta* - 
tionof the noble lord should be set aside* 
with such facts brought mid the view of the?* 
house, and so immediately Connected 
our first duty as guardians of the public * 
purse, and that this should be done by an*' 
expedient so disgraceful, and 1 believe in 
such a case so unprecedented, in the pro/ 
ceedmg<t of parliament, as that of moving 
the order of the day, in what state wilt tbir 
business be left? WiU it not be conclm}-* 
ed that the house renounces Us duty, and * 
abdicates its jurisdiction over a ffionev odes* 
tioti? Will it, or will it not be takeft,by r 
thd parties who have hitherto aetbdin their" 
own behalf, by their ovui authoriH, for aff* 
acknowledgment of the fxiwer they have 
so assumed ? What is to check or to limit 
them in the future exercise of that discre* 





arfuseaLo inquiry mto tho past, 
-m'mmk #.lw do*#. ™y ,™ e ifor theiu- 

^;i| : ^tJertainly the gentlemen who have 
tak^n ; good cave of ihemselves, may aot 
.more reserve, and Lens indulgence to 
5)eclain)s,of others full a&good as their own. 
jn^v choose and select the objects 
their favour. I ask, is it fit that such a 
%aeswn should bereft undecided f In fact, 
1/ear it will amount to a decision in favour 
,abuse, and furnish a pretence lor 
lather prat/ices ot die same pature. *. When 
abome of coininons refuses to inquire into 
^^nadthpfi&ed application of public mo* 

' »ej f v and when the fact is not denied, it 
' gives an approbation to the thing done, and 
makes it a precedent for greater abuses. 

* Htnry TkornUn conceited the objec- 

.tipltr-lpucktt magnified. More than law al- 
thought, bad not been done. 
Ministers flight have paid, the Irish salaries 
' htoeash,. which would have still, been more 
4pddablc. J Jt would be better to apply the 
tbxie of the house in devising a remedy tor 
ifa radical evil, the present rate of exchange 
between thi* country and Ireland, 

|dr* Uarhaniy upon the principle that 
iUGhQOO L received in this country and sent 
to lrdand would be* worth d 10,000/. opposed 
the system that was now acted on, as giving 
an additional income to those that were so 
^idL while,others must necessarily labour 
a deficiency to the same amount: He 
argued, that whenever either civil or mili- 
tetyjoflkm should be on tbeir duty, there 
wan no quest bn but they were to be paid by 
the,: treasury of the country by which they 
w^ft^employcdv 

Farhad often observed in the course 
of bii parliamentary life, that when gent. 
b«d,no good grounds to rest upon, they ran 
^ general principles, which seemed to be 
the case to night with the lion, member op¬ 
posite. But if it was fashionable to recur to 
general principles, he should beg to mention 
one, namely, that no money shall be issued 
without coming to parliament for it# It had 
. been proved, that this mouey had not been 
legally issued. The papers shewed, that one 
Commissioner had ordered the issue, and that 
if had been. paid accordingly. Every sum 
subtracted from the public, purse was in fact 
sptinuch expense incurred. Th$ noble lord 
had said, the Irish treasury was in London; 
'/Mft did any bbdy wiho had read the act of 
Imt^arbept femaid*|fnorantthatit wasneces* * 
have the King’s .sign manual, or%n 
Sfkfeof .n^Uament to authorise an issue? : 

any sort of authority for this trails* 
noble lord had said, that an act 


of parliament was an operose transaciion, that 
is, to say, that toact legally was an operose 
transaction, whereas to 4Ct illegally, made a 
short cut, and so the noble lord chose to run 
post haste toi the treasury in London. AH 
the revenues of Ireland were^ since thcUnion, 
applicable, in the first instance, to the pay¬ 
ment of the national debt, and, secondly, to 
the genera 1 purposes of that country* It mi- 
nisters could thus pay officers, it would never 
appear how Ireland was subjected to expen¬ 
ses ; whereas, If the thing was done legally, 
fifteen-seventeenths Of the money would be 
paid by England. He called upou ministers 
to* treat this question like men, in a manly 
manner} to confess they had done an illegal 
act. Let them go into a committee, but not 
blink the question* If otherwise, let them 
now have their majority if they could, but 
let them depend upon it, that this question 
would come before them in so many shapes, 
that they must meet it at last. * 

Lord Castlereagh rose to explain, and was 
proceeding to reply to some observations of 
the last speakef, when he was called to 
prder by 

Lord Folkestone, who insisted that the no^ 
ble lord was not speaking to order, but in 
reply* 

Mr. Foster begged to adduce an instance 
which came within his own knowledge. 
When he was connected with the revenue of 
Ireland, the counsellor the commission¬ 
ers had only 100L a year, whereas in the 
papers paw before the house, he perceived, 
that that hon. gent, had received ()00/. in 
the course of three years. If this additional 
sum was considered as a compensation, he 
saw no reason why such genkmen should also 
avail themselves of the profits deiived from 
the present rate of exchange. 

Mr. Ormsby i from having been so parlieu* 
larly alluded to, found himself under the ne¬ 
cessity of rising. It was true, he said, that 
he bad received the sum mentioned, during 
the three years alluded to; but at the same 
time be had spent in England more than 
twice that sum/ drawn from other funds, 
which were subject to all the inconvenien- 
cics of the present rate of exchange. He 
contended, that the Irish officers who resided 
either from choice, or from the calls of pub* 
lk duty,. spent in general much more in 
London than their salaries amounted to. He 
objected in yhe strongest terms to the origi¬ 
nal motion as unnecessary and unjust. 

Sir Laurence Parsons declined entering at 
any length into a discussion of the question 
before the house, but stated, in a few words, 
that he believed that ministers had acted fait* 
ly and conscientiously, and* f^om the whofe 
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of what he had heard that night, or kneV 
before, be could not see that there was any 
ground for the house entering into the 
inquiry* 

Mr, T. Grenville referred to several obser¬ 
vations which had been made by different 
hon. members on the other side of the house, 
and said, that the arguments which the nq?ble 
lord on the same side of the house with him¬ 
self, had advanced with so much ability, 
were so completely unanswered, that he 
should not presume to do away the impres¬ 
sion they had rpade upon the house-by any 
attempt on his part to repeat them. One 
hon. gent, indeed had appealed to the pru¬ 
dence and discretion of the house, and then 
asked if it was necessary for the house to 
enter into the merits of the case? He had 
concluded with inviting the house rather to 
blink the question. What I when the house 
U told that there has been an illegal issue Of 
the public money, should parliament be told, 
that instead of looking into the ease, they 
should not exercise that right which the peo¬ 
ple have committed to their charge, but ra¬ 
ther be inclined to blink the question ? An 
assertion had been made in the course of the 
debate, that the lords of the Treasury hada legal 
auihority for the issuing of public money. No 
doubt they had. But could that be supposed 
to be any argument against the resolutions 
which had been submitted to the house? 
Neither his noble friend, nor any other per¬ 
son who appke in tbp.course of the debate, 
had denied the existence of such an authority. 
They only objected to what appeared to them i 
to be an illegal exercise of that authority, in 
the paying away the money of the public in 
a manner tor which they had no vote or au- 
tboiity frotp that house. 

The Attorney General complained/ that it 
was unlair for one gent, to say that there was 
fallacy in an argument, and another gent, 
to say that no argument had been advanced. 
No one person had pretended, to say that 
there was a<great sum of money sunk, squan¬ 
dered, or applied ta improper* uses, and that 
thereforevit yvas evident that his Majesty’s 
servants had acted from a c<?rrup| and dirty 
motive. He had no doubt, that if the prin¬ 
ciple fWas admitted, and that it was stated 
that one or two persons had. by mistake been 
included in the payment wha;were not cud* 
tied to it—-he had no doubrtbat then the no- 
ble lord opposite to him, who bad spoken 
with so much ability, would be satisfied as 
to the propriety of the conduct of ministers. 
The Irish nation bad funds in this country in 
consequence of the intimacy which subsisted 
between the t wo whnds and would any one 
say that* when they had a public officer on 


business here, thendoney shdhld not belaid 
hove to that officer, bttt'be sent back t#t!& 
Treasury of Irelands to do that to}ghty^|lli^b 
of justice of putting money in the jf&ilSfe 
purse at the expense of >thb individual f * A! 
no case of inquiry appeared to him to be matte 
out, he should vote for the order of the daf; 
as the most parliamentary and ^ reasonable 
course of proceeding. ?• 1 f* 1 Ov/v fyK 

> Sir J.Newport declared, thathte ntaib'bfiw 
jection was to the money not being left’kflhe 
disposal of parliament. No mautr whdt tjte 
stun was, the principle was the same torpids 
liament, and he was surprised to hear a “tight 
hon. and learned gent, opposite to him (the 
Attorney General) say, that the mo^t parlia¬ 
mentary way 6f acting was, for the house to 
proceed to the order of the day, 

Lord Archibald H&millon said, the expres¬ 
sions of some hon. members had been objec¬ 
ted to. But the home would recollect, that 
he had asserted that the act in itself was*not 
legal} no person had controverted that. An 
observation had been made, that a servant 
should be paid his travelling expenses* but 
there was no argument in that, as no person 
gave in such an estimate as travelling expen¬ 
ses to parliament, and, if that Was to be tir* 
ged against inquiry, no One could say brit 
that travelling expenses had been paid be¬ 
side. As to the supposition of sending md* 
ney to Ireland for the purpose of reducing the 
amount, there was a fallacy in it as an argu¬ 
ment. ;It indeed would be a work of sopeffc* 
rogation to do so; but why not pay the offi¬ 
cers of the public to the sime amount here* 
as their Irish money would come to if it was 
paid in Irclat.d where it wasdue ?—Avan hon. 
bart. ($ir J. Newport) had observed, it was an 
unwarrantable distribution of the public 
money. 

The question being then put on Lord 
Castlereagh’s motion tor the order of ihd 
day, the bouse divided, when there 
pcarqd 

For the order of the day - $2 . ^ 

Against it * ’ - - 44 f - 

Majority ■: * < -1/ ^ ■.* 3# + 

' HOUSE OF*ibtifes. ' *" 

: . 1, \&i4@K4trit ifa J804*,,*, "i X 

i Counsel were heard in continuation^ to* 
lative to the Scutch cross appeal/ Afidfi 
cromtif v> Elphioston Fleming. to TPb- 
■ ceed again on Mondsy.---Three priv#r^btt 
wire brought up. from the commons, Sir 
J W. Anderson and oifier gemlemeo «The 
bills upon the table were forwatoed lh their r 
several stages. - ,, v-wV/'i * :r >’ - 
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it- iS, 1804.—frit***' Orders BtV. 


■#fP*f t st** 0* d er s BitL 1 ;]—Th.e order 
dfc thc day b*iif]g read fa r going rbto a'cbriv 
Ulik^e (jin the* priests’ and deacons* bill, 
Li^lWktsinghara accordingly took the chair. 

: ; Bishop of St. Asaph, pursuant to his 
'ijjftrnation on a former evening, made a 
Variety of observation* upon the subject. 
■;4far referring to the leading provisioner of 
bill/he proceeded to observe, that the 
sacerdotal character in Itself could not be 
dobe a way by the secular power; the 
iScardotum catholicum was that which no 
accular power could either give or take 
away f it was derived from a higher source. 
He agreed that it was necessary and proper, 
tfita mmt efcact and defined limits should be 
•pbt to the age at which persons should be 
admissible into the sacred orders of deacon 
ahd priest. In describing to the commit¬ 
tee the history of the subject, the learned 
prelate rfeferred to various ecclesiastical au¬ 
thorities, whereby it appeared, that some 
variations had obtained with respect to the 
age at which persons were admissible into 
the orders in question. In the eartier ages 
of the church, deacons were required to 
be of the age of *25 yean, and priests of 
that of 30 : this was about the fourth cen¬ 


tury. In some time after, by a decree of 
the council of Trent, persons of the age of 
23* were admissible into priests* orders.-*- 
Attet contending for the indelibility of the 
. iinered character, the right rev. prelate ob* 1 
served, that in cases where a radical, or ori¬ 
ginal defect in the ordination existed, as in 
*fre case of marriages improperly solem- 
nized/ficc. the legislature may declare the 
nullity of such proceedings : and it wa* 
upon this principle chiefly that he agreed to 
the relevant provision of the bill, 

Th'b Duke of Norfolk expressed his con¬ 
currence In the principle laid down by the 
pevtjrehd prelate, as to the indelibility of the 
sacerdotal character. Respecting this it 
wits a maxim in the ancient Catholic church, 
me keresis, n&c apostacia detit; but with 
"respect to the subject, there were one or 
two consideratibns which struck him as ma- 
teriaj* A person may innocently become 
Subject to the enactment of the bill, a* in 
;iibe instance where be was, through mis¬ 
information, or oilier caches, led to suppose 
tpat be Was either 23 or 24 years of age, 
vyheo In foci it may not be so. There were 
cases also in which the bishop who ordained 
may Sot he wholly exempt from blame ; 
$ftd it me|)notbe unworthy of consideration 
-|Niw of punishment should be # in- 
a dtoces$o who -should so infringe 
of patUamepb: 

^ lft hop of St. Jsrfb explained : the 


ease adverted to by the noble duke was one 
of those, he conceived, within the con¬ 
templation of the bill. With respect to the 
latter consideration, bishops were, as the 
layv now stood liable to bo called to account 
should they act in violation of an act of 
parliament 

The leading provision of the bill which 
enacts that no person shall be adrm»sible 
to the sacred orders of deacon and 
priest, unless he shall have completely at¬ 
tained the 23d or 24 h year of his age re¬ 
spectively, &c. was then agreed to. — Alter 
some further observations on the pait of the 
right rev. prelate and noble duke above- 
mentioned, the remaining provisions of the 
bill, with a few verbal amendments, wf*re 
agreed to.—A clause was insetted, on the 
motion of the BKhop of St, Assph, for the 
consideration of the rights, with respect to 
this bill, of the metro olitan> ot the respec¬ 
tive part* of the united kingdom. *— The 
house then resumed, and ordered the bill to 
be reported on Monday. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday , April , 13 , 11 : 01 . 

[MnroTKs]—.Sir J. Newport moved *o 
discharge the order for taking inio consider¬ 
ation the II-heater election petition, in 
order to fi* it for a future day, which mo¬ 
tion, after some conversation between hir 
J. Graham, Mr. Baldwin, and Mr Hley 
Addington, was negatived.—Sir J Graham 
presented a petition from certain voters of 
Chippenham, receding the right of voting 
in that borough, which w»s ordered to be 
taken into consideration on the day a* 
the for pier petition —Mr. Yuri.e, after 

referriug to the order,of the 28»h of March* 
giving leave to bring in a bill to suspend ihe 
operation of the army of icserve act, ob¬ 
served, that it had been most convenient to 
bring in two bills, one for G*eat-Hritain, 
and one for Ireland. He therefore moved 
to discharge the former order, and for leave 
to bring in « bill, or bills, respec ting the 
tame subject. Leave given. — Mr. Sec. 
Yorke afterwards brought in the bill for 
suspending the afmy of reserve acc in Great- 
Bri'tairi, which was read a first time, and 
ordered to beread a second time on Tuesday, 
and to be printed.— Mr. Johnstone g ive no¬ 
tice that hp would move on Monday n* xt 
for certain papers respecting the tran-ac ion* 
in Ceylou,-*-Mr. Corry, on account of no 
commumcafon having hero received this 
day from Ireland, moved the postponement 
of the order of the day, tor the considera¬ 
tion of the state' of the coin circulation m 
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Ireland tiH Mon fay jvhen the ffeceg? 
sary communications plight be certainly re* 
lijed on* 

[Militia Officers .] —Mr. Secretary 
Yorke moved for leave to bring, in a bill to 
revive a bill which passed in the last session 
of parliament, for the better providing p( 
officers for the militia, by enabling the lorjls 
lieutenants of countie? to grant commissions 
to subaltern officers not qualified by local 
property in their respective counties. 

Lord Folkestone observed, that as the bill 
of the last session had expued, he thought 
it would be necessary for the house to know 
bow far it had been Acted upon before it 
should be deemed prpper to revive it. He 
should, therefore, furl it necessary to move 
for a return of the number of commissions 
issued by the several lords*lieutenants of 
counties respectively, under the authority 
of this act; for if it should appear there had 
been none, or only very few, it would be 
unnecessary, in his opinion, to revive the 
bill. 

Mr. Secretary Yu; he hoped the noble lord 
would not impede the progress of the bill ; 
or at least that the house would not con¬ 
sent to its delay on the ground slated ; for 
as it was necessary, whether the number 
under the former bill was small or great,' to 
secure a means of ensuring officers for the 
miliiia, and the return mentioned by the 
noble lord could not be oBtained‘wUhouf con¬ 
siderable delay, <4 he trusted the house would 
allow the bill to be brought in.—Leave was 
accordingly givrn. *’ ' \ 

[Po'MMlinffcc of Supply.]— The Chan - 
cellar of the 'Exchequer moved the order of 
the day for resolvirig into a committee of 
supply, and that there be referred to the 
commi'fre the estimates for making certain j 
allowances ttf militia subalterns itktirqe of 
peace ; the estimates for the pay of the Irish 
and English militia' pay and clothing for (he 
Service of the year, and for allowance to 
militia serjeant majors ; the 'estimates for 
hn allowance tb his Majesty of monies for 
foreign * arid other secret services for the 
year ; J alfc thfe estimates of allbw&n*eW (he 
> British Museum ; which were ordered, and 
the house resolved into the committee ac* 
cordifigiy, Mr. Alexander hi thrf chair.— 
The right hon. gent, then moved,' that pro¬ 
vision be mtfde acCbrdirtgly hfider the said 
several heads, and in particular, a'sum not 
exceeding 150,0001. for the secret services; 
a sum not exceeding 412,0001. to be paid 
Without deduction, to the United States of 
America, awarded to them by a committee 
for compensation for prizes taken during the 
Jast war, and condemned in this country ; 

' Yol. IL 


and the sum necessary to pay offtfee out¬ 
standing balance pf 11 millions upon cxche* 
qoer bills issued under vote* of the last- 
session of parliament.—The house having , 
resumed, the report was ordered to be re¬ 
ceived, and the committee to sit again on . 
Monday. , < , 

[Irish Militia Augmentation 
Bill.]— Mr. T . Grenville observed, that > 
several gentlemen had understood that both 
the bills were not to be read a third time otv 
the same day* and as some who were nof 
now present Wished to speak upon the bill, 
for augmenting the Irish militia, he therq. 
fore proposed, if the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Sec. Yorke) had no objection, to postpone 
the, third reading of that bill till some day 
next week. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, if there were., 
any gentlemen who did not expect the bill, 
to come on to-day, he had no objection to 
postpone the third reading till Monday. 

Mr. Sheridan thought the priority ought 
to be given to the bill for augmenting the 
militia of Ireland, as they ought to augment, 
first, before they drew away the existing 
militia, since it would be very preposterous 
if the bill for accepting the offers was to be 
agreed to, and then the bill for augmenting 
to be negatived. 

Mr, Secretary Yorke observed, that tfip 
address upon nis Majesty’s message only 
sp'ike of enabling his Majesty to accept the 
offers of,the Iri*h militia, but took no notice 
of the augmentation j the former, therefore, 
of course had the priority.—The bill was 
then ordered to be read a third time on 
Monday. 

[Mediation of Russia.] Mr. Fox roee, 
for the purpose of asking a question of his 
Majesty’s ministers, upon their answer to 
which some trouble might be saved to them, 
to himself, and to tl>e house. It related to a 
former question he had asked respecting 
what had passed fn the last negotiation be¬ 
tween this country and the court of Russia,on 
the subject of mediation with France. Ha 
had recently heard reports, on their autheo- 
j ticity certainly could not rely, that an 
important negotiation was at this time pen¬ 
ding between this country and Russia. He 
wished, therefore, tok^ow, whether or nht 
this was the factbecause, if it was, it 
would goa great way to prevent hJs bringing 
forward the'motion of which he had former¬ 
ly moye<L for the production of papers no 
that subject, so soph as h« otherwise should*. 

The Chancellor of Ike Exchequer answered, 
that when the hon. gent, first mentioned 
this subject to tfa house, be hin^elf. had 
I promised (hat the whole of the papers on ffint 
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object should be laid before the house so 
* teon is qircumstapces could, with propriety, 
admit, ,Wbeo the hon. gent., on a still 
more recent occasion, revived the subject, he 
bad told him that reasons were still in exis¬ 
tence, which rendered it ineligible for his 
Majesty's ministers to advise his Majesty to 
ofder the production of those papers at'that 
time. One of the reasons in existence then 
was, that his Majesty’s govt, had not at the 
time ascertained whether the whole of their 
communications had reached the Russian 
court. On this point they had been since 
satisfied; but* still there were reasons ip exis¬ 
tence which would render it ineligible to 
comply with the wishes of the hon, gent., to 
^ whom he trusted for the present this answer 
V/ould be satisfactory to convince him that 
lie had been as explicit as was consistent 
with his official duly. 

Mr. Fox declared himself satisfied with 
this answer, and therefore deferred further 
•enquiry on tips subject; but he would now 
take the opportunity of giving notice, that on 
this day se’ooight he should bring forward a 
motion respecting the state of th/i defence 
of this country, so far as related to what had 
already been done. 

[Militia Officers.] Lord Folkestone 
observed, that the Secretary at War had gi¬ 
ven notice of his intention to move for bung¬ 
ing in a bill to enable the lords lieut. of 
Counties to grant commissions in the militia 
to persons not duly qualified. He wished 
for some farther explanation of the right, 
hob. gent’s, indentions upon this subject. 

> The Secretary at War replied, that the 
object of his intended motion was oply to re¬ 
drew the act which had formerly passed upon 
this subject, and that the number of those 
bo appointed might be ascertained. 

[Irish Militia Offer Rill.] Mr, 
^Secretary Yorke moved the third reading of 
the Irish militia offer bill. 

Mr- Kinnairds aid, he must view this, and 
the other measures of his Majesty’s ministers 
for increasing the national force, with pecu¬ 
liar jealousy, because there were none of 
them but had undergone subsequent altera¬ 
tions. He objected to the present bill, view¬ 
ing it as a violation of a constitutional prin¬ 
ciple,, and breaking the public faith with 
the militia of the country. He doubted 
whether this measure would afford to the 
public the advantages of a disposable force, 
us it would be throwing impediment* in the 
way of recruitings He Contended, that the 
unfortunate war in which we were eng^ed 
hid been entered into from a want of energy 
; oil the part of ministers. It was a war in 
ministers had involved us, because 


ns* 

they dbuld not kdep peace. He blamed also 
the general system of measures pursued by 
those gentlemen. The measures were all of 
a defensive nature, from which no glory was 
to be acquired. Could we blame the torpidity 
of the continent when we used no means to 
rouse or animate them, but, regardless of 
the interests of Europe, were busied only in 
raising a wall round ourselves for our own 
exclusive security ? He did not wish, how¬ 
ever, any connexion to be formed with the 
continent, founded on low intrigues, of 
schemes of assassination, from which the 
fCflings of honour and humanity were ba¬ 
nished. He wished us to carry the war in 
some measure out of the kingdom. 

Mr .'Lee thought that since the union had 
taken place between the two kingdoms, it 
Would be more desirable and consistent that 
there should be but one military force, and 
he disrelished the idea of having a consider¬ 
able military force locked up in Ireland. If 
both countries/bore their respective propor¬ 
tions towards the expenses of their militia, 
each ought to have the benefits resulting 
from them. In like manner, as there were 
but one army and one navy, so he would 
have hut one militia for both countries. He 
could see no sound constitutional policy in 
locking up 70 ,(XX) men in this country, if 
their services should be wanted in Ireland j 
as there was a leciprocity of interests, so 
should there be of services in each country. 
The principal objection which he had to this 
measure was, the impossibility of adopting 
it withoqt, at the same time, allowing deli¬ 
berating bodies amongst the military$ but 
as he was in all other respects friendly to 
the object of the bill, he found it advisa¬ 
ble, for the present, to wave this objection, 
and agree that the bill should pass. He 
hoped, however, that due caution would be 
used as to giving any encouragement to such 
deliberative military bodies. He said he 
could not help adverting, with some regret, 
to the partiality discovered by somirvery le- 
spectable characters, who seemed disposed to 
prejudge the question j and, referring to the 
Iqte printed advertisement from a meeting of 
qumber of lords lieutenants and English 
militia officers, he said, that he trusted their 
good sense would lay them open to convic¬ 
tion, and that they would not hesitate to 
give their assent to a measure productive of 
solid advantages to both countries. He 
granted that? this measure might be consider¬ 
ed as a deviation from the general priuci* 
pies on which the militia was founded; at 
the same time he could not help viewing 
tt as an improvement. It must be recollected 
that the English mHitia was constituted at a 
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time when there was none in Ireland or 
Scotland. It would then, indeed, have been 
hard to have requested the English militia 
to go over and defend Iceland j but circum- 
Stances were now, and particularly since the 
union of the two countries, materially alte¬ 
red. For his part, he could wish that this 
bill went to the full extent of admitting the 
Whole of the Irish militia to volunteer their 
services. There was not a more gallant, 
loyal, or zealous body of men. They prov¬ 
ed this, by putting down the unfortunate 
Irish rebellion, belore a single English sol¬ 
dier went over to Ireland. He considered 
the present measure as one that naturally 
grew out of the articles of the Union. 
Ever since that time all national distinctions 
ought to be done away, but so long as two 
distinct militias continued, the two coun¬ 
tries did not appear to him to be so much in 
Unison as could be wished. The present 
military state of Ireland was truly respecta¬ 
ble. There were ill it 30,000 regular troops. 
It had a militia of 18,000 men, besides 
84,000 yeomanry, all armed, and well 
trained and disciplined, and who must be 
considered as far better than volunteers, in-* 
asmuch as the former had been established 
eight years, and the latler only as many 
months. Military gentlemen, from this 
Country, had been astonished to see to yvhat 
a degree of discipline the Irish ) eomaury had 
arrived* and had pronounced them similar to 
an efficient army. 

Mr. Banla said, he was willing to admit 
the general principle supported by the ia?t 
speaker, but insisted that it wds a principle 
not*rccognized by the framers and promo¬ 
ters of the bill. The reverse, indeed, was 
so much the case, that they had avowed 
that it was not their intention to make such 
an interchange as had been alluded to. The 
hon. geht. paid some high compliments to 
the Irish militia, and adduced some instances 
of the gallant services they had performed 
in the rebellion, and against the French dur¬ 
ing the last war, and particularly a small 
corps under the command of that gallant 
officer, Colonel Vereker. H9 opposed the 
measure. 

Mr. Windham said, he should reserve his 
opinion on the general subject, until the 
bill, which had been postponed, should fee 
brought forward. What he rose for in the 
present instance. Was to throw out ah idea* 
which he thought necessary (of jdm to do on 
this occasion, lest he should be thought to 
acquiesce in sentiments front Which W dif¬ 
fered, although hfs genefhi opinion was ip 
unison with the hon. geht, who uttered 
them. What he mejnt applied to, that 


which was commpoty called the ioveofptw: 
country; by that he neither meant ffct 
which embraced the general interests of t^p 
world, as they might be viewed by soiuq, 
nor that contracted policy \yhich was adopt¬ 
ed by others, although he admitted that, 
some of the best principles th%t a man 
cherished in society, arose from loC^l attach¬ 
ment for the country, as the particular spot 
that gave him birth; this attachment, al¬ 
though local and contracted, led to mpny 
generous acts, but still he would not have 
it pressed too far, such as to make a man 
qttend to the particular interest of Sussex 
instead of Kent, or any thing of that na¬ 
ture; he wished for something more libe¬ 
ral, and that gent, should take a view of 
the true interests of the British Empire, not 
of England in contradistinction to Ireland, 
nor of Ireland as different from England, 
but of the general and united interests of 
both ; not that he wished to be understood 
to bind himself to any broad general princi¬ 
ple applicable to all case? of this nature, for 
lie knew how many virtuous sentiments ori¬ 
ginated in what might properly be called 
local perjudices 3 lor attachment to the spot 
which gave a man birth, or that in which 
his ancestors had made great achievements, 
or the like i Were of that character, and in 
ope sense was the love of one's country al¬ 
together, for that was to prefer its interest 
to that of the rest of mankind. He thpfe* 
fore wished, that In judging of the intercists 
of the Biitish Empire, gentlemen woqld 
consider, as rpuch as they cquld, the Case of 
England and of Ireland as one and the same 
thing. 

Mr* Secretary Yorh approved of every 
syllable of what was uttered U> night by the 
right hon* gent, who had just sat down, 
upon the subject gf the loVc of our country, 
and bo deprecated the practice of endea¬ 
vouring to set off one part, of the Empire 
against the other iif interest, for that was 
directly hostile to the true spirit of the Uni¬ 
on, an event from which he expected, as 
great benefits ip ^rise, as we had fell from 
the Uipon between Eugland and Scotland, 
'tie then proceeded M defend tbe bill now 
before ihp house, in the cotfr?e of which he 
adveripd to all {£$ ^guments which had 
been jirgpd maintained the 

propriety of the measure altogether uppn 
general, principles. ^ , > ( v 

Lord folfasipje objected to the general 
principle* of ’tbp WlL \ 

Sir Mn said hej had no intention 

of calling in que^lon the puritv of the mo¬ 
tives of those gent]erpsn who bad entered 
into cerUi»re?9lo%# 90 the ^9 
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jpulifia volunteering to go out of their own 
Country into another part of the Empire. 
He considered those noblemen and gentle¬ 
men as persons of pure honour and perfect 
integrity, who acted from the most unques- 
, tionably virtuous feelings, whether they 
"were correct in judgment or not. He said 
he should give a vote to-night different from 
that which he gave on a former occasion, 
upon this bill, and that arose from an under¬ 
standing, that no provision was at all in¬ 
tended to be made for an interchange of the 
militia of the two countries ; and he trust¬ 
ed, at all events, if any part of the militia 
of Ireland was to be called out of that 
country, they would not be replaced by 
foreigners. He look occasion to observe 
Upon the Union between this country and 
Ireland. He thought that measure had not 
been fairly treated, it had not yet had any 
thing like a fair trial. Those who planned 
if, and from wl^ose talents and exertion both 
countries expected much for the general 
advantage of both parks of the Empire, had 
not hitherto been able to act, as could have 
been wished, and until some measures came 
from those eminent persons, according to 
tjieir sense of the utility of the Union, and 
the true spirit of it as a measure of general 
policy for the interest of the Empire, the 
Union could not be said to have been fairly 
tried. He must be allowed also to say it 
appeared to him to be impolitic to bring for¬ 
ward from day to day those measures which 
applied only to particular objects, and the 
provisions of which were of a local and 
temporary nature. He wished to see some 
bfoad, general and permanent system a- 
dopted, equally applicable to each part of 
the United Umpire, so as to consolidate the 
interests, conciliate the hearts, and meet 
the wishes of both sides* bui he could not 
help saying that a great deal of the advan¬ 
tages the Empire might have derived from 
the good wishes of Jeading men, had been 
done, away by the firebrands of discord of 
late employed in Ireland. 

Mr. Fox said, that his reason for rising 
i>ow w*$, to take notice of what had just 
fell from an hon. member behind him (Sir J. 
Newport). He was glad he had now un» 
derstood the bon, member as to what he 
h^d said* on a former night, for he had 
fought ho had cast reflections on those 
noblemen and gentlemen who signed the 
rcso^tiojtis alluded to,Relative to the mtaitia 
going out of, this country. They Were 
characters Of the highest class; and#for 
Whom he professed toliave a very warm at- 
and, as he now understood the 
* did not mean to express, him¬ 


self in the way he (Mr. Fox) then under-* 
stood he had done, all he would say was 
he was sorry he had misunderstood him, and 
he begged his pardon. -As to the debate 
of to*nigl)t, it had, as on some other occa¬ 
sions, been fashionable to go into extraneous 
matter; but he should not follow the exam¬ 
ple, there were many points stated which^ 
he should not discuss; but, on the poim ot 
the love of his country, he must say that he 
was between the two extremes, neither 
desirous that local attachment should check 
general sentiment, nor that general senti¬ 
ment should wholly destroy local attach¬ 
ment. It was true that parliament, assuch, 
must consider the two countries, England 
and Ireland, united in interests as one indi¬ 
vidual country, but while they were legis¬ 
lating on a measure so local in its nature, as 
that of the militia was, they must consider 
what were the dispositions of the people of 
each country, and possibly particular spots 
in each country. So that the house was 
not* in this case, to consider the act of par¬ 
liament upon general principles, without 
regard to local attachment; and here came 
a difference between the friends and the 
enemies of the Union; the one wished to 
diminish, the other to increase these local 
attachments, and the prejudices arising out 
of them ; nor was it to be at once cured. 
It was true the act of Union declared the 
two countries to be joined as one, but it 
was not by acts of parliament, but by habits 
that men felt; it was not by the statute of 
the 6th of Ann, or the 40th of George, 
that men regulated their feelings; these 
were not the rules by which we distinguish¬ 
ed between an Englishman and a Scotch¬ 
man, or between either of them and an 
Irishman; nor could they change a man’s 
preference for the county of Sussex to that 
of Kent. These things depended upon 
habits, 'which could not be hastily done a- 
way. But there was a part of this bill that 
appeared to him to require amendment. If 
we brought into England 10,000 Irish mili¬ 
tia* we should have among them a great 
number of Catholics, they were all under 
the discipline of the mutiny bill, and chief¬ 
ly if not wholly protestant officers. It was 
a pgrl ^f military discipline to oblige men 
to go % to church# One would not think 
th^t this power would be used for the pur- 

E ose of oppression, and he hoped not, but 
e submitted that either a clause should be 
introduced into, this bill, or else a new bill 
should be brought rn, in which provision 
should be made, by which these Catholics 
should not be compelled to follow the pro- 
WUht form of worship against their scruples 

of CDlKciplire 
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Sir Laurence Parsons observed, there 
was nothing in the articles of war by 
Which they were compelled to do this. He 
then proceeded to observe on the union of 
the two coantries; gentlemen seemed to con¬ 
sider Ireland as if it were another and re¬ 
mote country bryond tjie Atlantic ; whereas 
the true way to view that matter was to 
consider the channel* between England and 
Ireland as a mere canal, by which a com¬ 
munication was to be constantly kept up 
between them. As to the measuie now be¬ 
fore the house, he wa9 a friend to it, nor 
could he omit this opportunity of observing 
that Ireland was never better taken care of 
by sea or land than at the present time ; 
which was not the case in every instance in 
the time of the late administration, the par* 
ticulars of which, although he could, he 
would forbear to state. 

Mr. William Smith observed, that Irish 
gentlemen appeared to him to accede to this 
measure under the idea that it was to be re¬ 
ciprocal, and that similar offers were to be 
made by the English militia. He wished 
the house to consider to what length that 
:dea, if indulged, might go. He thought 
we should not try any thing of this kind 
without a gen ral revision of the militia taws, 
and an alteration of a permanent nature for 
the future, but all the present militia must 
be allowed to remain as they are, for parlia¬ 
ment could not, consistently with its honour, 
operate upon them by an ex post facto law. 
He thought this bill objectionable, on the 
ground that it would increase the price of 
substitutes, which was a tax, on account of 
men being unwilling to enter where the nature 
of the service was extended. But above all, 
considering the character of the govt, with 
which we bad tq contend, not only now, but 
the govt, which France might assume if they 
should be so happy as to part with its pre¬ 
sent head j and upon that idea he thought 
it was well worth the while of the house 
to consider, whether we should not adopt a 
different system for our defence iq future, 
although hitherto we hsd been indeed happy 
in that system. 

Lord Proby delivered his sentiments shortly 
against (lie bill, t 

Col. Craufurd entered into general obser- j 
vations on the bill, and proceeded to propose 
nn amendment, the object of which he said j 
was to put an end to that state of deliberation | 
in which the present bill placed fhe militia 
He was about to enter upon the detail ' 
of his amendment, when he wa$ called to 
order by j 

33 tfr. Secretary Yorkc, who observed, that 
if he opposed the bill for its not containing j 


a certain provision, the proper raodO wts to 
give notice of his intention to move a clause 
to that effect. ' ‘ - 

Mr. Pytches expressed his regret, that this 
bill was likely to pass, as it went to take 
away an efficient force from Ireland, which 
was to be replaced by an undisciplined army 
ofreserve. 

General Loft us , in allusion to what fell 
from an hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), as to thd 
obligation on "soldiers to attend places Of 
protest 3 nt worship, said, that the soldiers 
in Ireland, immediately on being dismissed 
from the parade, went to their respective 
places of worship, according to the religion 
they professed 5 without any restraint what* 
ever being laid on them. And he was con¬ 
fident that the same thing would be done 
here. The present bill met his approba¬ 
tion ; it would have the effect of making 
better soldiers of the Irish, who always be¬ 
came so when taken out of their own coun¬ 
try. There was a great deal of good humour 
about them ; they would submit to fatigues 
more readily than other men, and officers 
generally gave them the preference. He 
thought it would produce a beneficial effect 
on the Irish militia soldiers, if they were 
enabled to witness the happiness enjoyed bjr 
the people of this country from their indus¬ 
try and obedience to the laws. 

Lord Euston said, that as one of those 
who had lately signed certain resolutions* 
he thought it proper to observe, that, al¬ 
though it might have bren necessary to send 
militia regiments to Ireland in 1798, it did 
not lollow but that it was improper to accept 
the offers of regiments now. 

Mr, Fox said, that with respect to the 
obligation to attend religious worship, some 
arrangementought to be made which should 
apply to regiments in all parts of the united 
kingdom. • 

The Hon. C H. Hutchinson f said, there 
was an instance, during the last war, of a 
commanding officer having had a man pt^ 
nisbed for not going to the Protestant church 
aloqg with the rest of the men. And this 
circumstance gave'rise to an ill-judged pub¬ 
lication from a Catholic clergyman, who 
certainly was a very respectable man ; add 
who was well known both ip Ireland and in 
England. This fct lie mentioned, t d shew , 
that the hon. gent; (Mr. Fox) was correct 
in his itatOment But it Was now qbddr- 
stood in Ireland; that no soldiers were liable 
to be distafbied in tf$ exerdi#e of f:hrir re¬ 
ligious Worship* Taking the present mea¬ 
sure in a political, and not fit! # wlitary point 
of view, he would give it hisYupport ^be¬ 
cause? bt knew It would hdVe thSdf&irt of 
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^tending ty4 joining together in heart and 
hand* m ipfi^tytarjts of Irc|a^ ancl Eng¬ 
land. The people of both countries might 
St lpngih knew each other; thus mutual 
prejudices might be done away, and the 
ecnpire would be strengthened and secured. 
t|e wished for &n interchange of the militias 
of both countries; and he was extremely 

S nxiotis it should not go abroad that his 
faj*sty> tpinistcrS were adverse to such » 
fpeasoro. They certainly did not state that 
there should be no sucli interchange. It 
fpjght be productive of very unpleasant con¬ 
sequences in Ireland, if it was understood 
there that 10,000 men were to be taken 
$way from the country, and none sent in 
tjbeir stead. He hoped then that nothing 
ftronld go abroad, to damp the ardour with 

S hich his countrymen had made their vo- 
ptary offers tp serve in Great-Britain. 

Ml WkUiread said he was extremely 
Upxious that this bill should be followed by 
rmojher which might make a provision in 
fyrmt of those soldiers who were Catholics. 
According to the mutiny act, a command¬ 
ing oflip<?r had, the power of compelling a 
ipldier to attend the protestant worship; 
gpd that WM clearly proved by the fact which 
m hop. gent, had stated. He wished those 
religious distinction?, that had long prevailed 
in Ireland., might be completely dope away ; 
and that some wise and wholesome laws 
might be exacted to cure those radical de¬ 
fects which belonged to the peasantry of 
th$t country; who, it appeared from every 
account, were in a most wretched state. 
'J/V'ith regard to the present measure* there 
liras no one reason in favour of it; it wpuld 
not increase our public force, nor add to 
pur security. 

, TJie Secretariat Jfar did not think this 

5 p be a proper occasion for entering into a 
(iscussion, with regard to making a provi¬ 
sion in fevonr of those soldiers who were not 
Protestants. Such a measure did . not ex* 
t^sively befopg to the present bill, because 
%^ust take in the whole of the army and 
flSYy of the kingdom* Besides, it was a 
^besfion pf too much magnitude to be in- 
Xf^uc$d iptq the present hill. He thought 
ft necessary, however, to observe, that the 
mutiny act. was the same in G. Britain as 
in Ireland; and^tbat when lrifh regiments 
of tnilitia came oyer here, and were com¬ 
manded by thermo officers who command* 
Ud, them 1 $ lie Wl flQ change whatever 
cohld t&k* tpim with regard tp ihthr attend- 
P# , ffi&rent^rpm 


it' existed in Ireland. There 

now exist any grievance in Ireland 
and why trtmld 

,« ‘‘ 4 ' , ’ ( * 


here, when there would bp no change that 
could bring it about ?—The house, after se¬ 
veral calls for the question, divided; when 
there appeared 

For the bill • - . 100 , 

Agaidst it - - 42 


Majority 


58 


List of the Minority. 

Adart, Robert Gower, Lord G. Lcvisori 

Barclay, Sir Robert Grenville, Rt. Hon. T. 

Rcuyon, Richatd Harrison, John 

Berkeley, Hon. G. Cran. Kinhaird, Hon. Charles 
Binning, Lord Lambton, Ralph John 

Bouvcne, Hon. Edvv. Laurence, Trench 

Calcraft# John Milner, Sir William 

Canning, Rt Hon. Geo,' Newport, Sir John 

Cooke, Bryan Ord, Wrlliara 

Ounicnay, fohn Povchester, Lord 

Cratifilrd* Robert Tort man, Edw. Berkeley 

Crcevcy. Thomas Troby, Viscount 

Cust, Hon. John Pytehes, John 

Dundas, Hon. Cha*. L. Scott, Joseph 
Dunda*,Hon. Geo.ILL. Sheridan,Rich. Rrinsliy 
Elliot, William Smith, William 

Eusron, Lord Spencer, Lord Robert 

Eellowes, Wm. Henry Thcllusun, Peter Isaac 
Fiiiharris* Viscount WJpole, Hon. George 
Fo'keuone, Viscount Western, Charles Callia 
Fo*, Hon. Chas. fas. Windham, Rt. Hon. Wm. 

Rankes, Henry - - | T ,, 

Whitbread, Samuel - J lcllcr5, 

Mr. Secretary Ynrhe then observed, that 
it would be necessary to specify the periods 
for which the militia regiments volunteering 
their services should be liable to serve. He 
said that many of them had offered to serve 
during the war, and he had to state to the 
house* that besides the list of the regiments 
which was already orvthe table, the Roscom¬ 
mon, Cavan, Westmeath, and Kilkenny 
regiments had since offered their services. 
He then moved the following clause by way 
of rider : u that all voluntary offers coming 
from Irish regiments of militia, and accept- 
ted by his Majesty * should be binding on 
the parties so tendering their services during 
th*e continuance of the act. 0 —'This clause, 
after sortie observations from Colonel Crau- 
fiird, Lord De Blaquiere, Mr. Windham* 
and the Attorney-General, was agreed to. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke then moved as an 
amendment, that instead of the bill continu¬ 
ing only till the 1st of May, 1805, its con¬ 
tinuance should extend to the 25th of March, 
1SQ& This was also agreed to.—On the 
morion that thebill do pass, 

Ml BUiot wished t-o know whether 
some provision ought not to be made for j 
trying officers belonging tp the regiments j 
tb^t should come hete, by officers taken 
from among themselves ? 
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^ Mr, Secretary Yorke replied, that no pro* 
vision of that kind was necessary. The 
Irish and English militia acts were the same : 
and if militia regiments of both countries 
happened to be near each other, their officers 
might be tried by officers taken frorq the re¬ 
giments'of either country.—The bill was 
then passed, and ordered to be carried to the 
lords by the becretaryut War. 

[Corn Laws,] lhc Chancellor of the fir- 
chequer rose pursuant to notice, to move for 
a committee to inquire into certain parts of 
the com laws of this country. He should not 
now call in question the policy of those laws, 
nor enter into any discussion how far they 
were wise and good at the time when they 
were enacted. But he should propose to 
make it a subject of inquiry whether the 
principle of the act passed in l"g 1, for regu¬ 
lating the import and export of corn, had 
been carried completely into effect; and whe¬ 
ther those prices that had been then fixed 
upon as the criterion for allowin^the impor¬ 
tation and the exportation of corn, were ade¬ 
quate to the present circumstances of the 
country; whether tiny were equal to the 
present rate of money, the price of labour, 
and of all the necessaries of life. By the act 
to which he alluded, the exportation of corn 
was permitted, when the price was at 4 fr, in 
order to give encouragement to agricul¬ 
ture. He was sorry to say, the principle 
of commercial policy had not been applied 
to this subject, and, on that account, 
the growers of corn were liable to many 
hardships. And it should be the object 
of the committee he meant to move for, 
to consider, whether the export and import 
prices fixed upon by the act of 1791, were 
calculated to answer the objects intended 
by that act; and whether, lor the purpose 
of giving encouragement to agriculture, it 
might not be necessary to fix a higher price 
for the exportation of corn. It would be 
no part of the business.of the committee to 
inquire into the corn trade carried on be* 
tween Great Britain and Ireland. That 
was to be a subject for another considera¬ 
tion. There were several other objects re¬ 
ferred to in petitions before the house, which 
should also be taken into consideration. , 
Among those were the late duties laid upon 
malt, of which the petitioners seemed to 
pomplaiq. It was wdh extreme reluctance | 
he had felt himself obliged to impose those 
duties, which pressed so heavily oil a istfge 
class of people. But his conviction of the 
general propriety pf that measure still re¬ 
mained unaltered. He understood, how¬ 
ever, that the petitioners were for the pre¬ 
sent willing to \yave thecomplaints they had 


made against ‘the opbratjon of this 
And the gentlemen who iSstere to compose 
the committee, would iiave to consider 
wljat were the be^t measures to adopt fof 
encleasing the agriculture of th£ countryjj 
and in what manner the wishes of (he Seve¬ 
ral respectable persons who had presented 
petitions to the house might be best promo¬ 
ted. The right hon. gent, then move$ f that 
the petitions lately presented tcT the house 
from several counties, praying for a revision 
of the corn laws, be read; which 
done, he moved, u that a select committed 
be appointed to inquit e into so much of (he 
said petitions as related to the act passed in 
the year 1791, for regulating the exporta¬ 
tion and importation of corn?*—The com¬ 
mittee was accordingly appointed. 


HOUSE OF I,ORES. 

Monday> April id. 

Counsel wete finally heard relative to the 
Scotch Cross appeal, Abercromby w. Elphin- 
ston’e. After which, the lord Chancellor 
proposed, on account of the absence of a 
noble and learned lord, that the farther con* 
sideration of the case be postponed till to-¬ 
morrow; which was ordered accordingly* 
The various bills before the house were for¬ 
warded in their respective stages.—The bill 
for amending the acts relative to the ina* 
provement of the entrance of the City of 
London at Temple Bar, was read a second 
time, and ordered to be committed.—It was 
ordered,- on the motion of lord Hawkesbury* 
the prints being on the table, that the re-* 
port of the committee on the volunteer con¬ 
solidation bill be taken into consideration to¬ 
morrow, and their lordships summoned 
thereupon. —> Ferbeck s naturalisation bill 
was referred to the consideration of a com* 
mittee.—Mr. Alexander brought up frortfc 
the commons the Irish militia offer bill* 
which was forthwith read a first time, an# 
ordered to be punted.—Two private Biltt 
were presented by Mr. Langmead and Mtv 
Lasceiles respectively, which being read * 
first time, their lordships adjbumed tfIt txi* 
morrow* 

,j'rtettr - 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, 4p*d I®. 

{Mibtutss.J Sir J. Newport Mfe 
tice, jhat unless there was before Monday 
next returns made by (lie Treasure^ of tW 
counties in Ireland* of the monies levied mt 
houses of industry,, pursuant to 
of that bouse, he should <*a that day bring 
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^forward >a specific potion to compel such 
returns tdbc made.—Air. Adams brought up 
an account of the number of artificers now 
employed in his Majesty's dock*yards.-r~Sir 
R. Buxton said, that it was* proper and ne¬ 
cessary that parliament should be informed 
ojF the names of those who enjoyed the pub * 
Ik bounty ,* he should therefore move, that 
an account should be laid before the house, 
grating the names of the persons now recei¬ 
ving pensions, together with tJie*ainonnt of 
9ll such pensions, specifying also the time 
when suoh pensions were granted. Oule- 
red^Lord Folkstone moved, that there be 
laid before the house, an Account of the num¬ 
ber of commissions granted to officers in the 
ttulitia, to persons not having the qualifica¬ 
tions as required by act of parliament, speci¬ 
fying the -names of (he regiments in which 
auch commissions have been granted. Or 
dered.—Mr. Secretary Yorke brought up 
the militia officers' completion bill, which, 
was read a first time, and ordered for a se¬ 
cond reading to-morrow,—Mr. Dent defer¬ 
red his motion relative to the loyalty loan 
till to-morrow sennight, when he proposed 
to move for a committee of the whole house 
t on that subject, and to refer the loyalty 
loan act to that committee.—The second rea¬ 
ding of the army of reserve suspension bill 
was put off from to-morrow to Wednesday. 

[Silver Currency op Ireland.] Mr. 
Corry referred to a notice which he had 
given for this day of a motion respecting the 
itate of rhe circulation in .Ireland. That 
motion was connected with the nature of the 
dispatches which were expected from Ireland 
it the time he gave the notice. These dis¬ 
patches had since arrived, and they were 
#uch as to render the measure he had in con¬ 
templation wholly unnecessary for the pre¬ 
vent* for the govt, or privy council had a- 
dopted the most effectual means for relieving 
the distress now felt in Ireland respecting 
the state of the circulation; and were pre¬ 
paring to provide such a remedy, and that 
with all possible expedition, as the exigency 
of the case seemed to require. 

[AylesbPry Election.] On the mp- 
tion, that the bill for extending the right of 
voting for the borough of Aylesbury should 
t>e read a second time, 

The Marquis of Titchfidd renewed his 
objections to tins measure, on the ground 
that no case was made out to excuse, much 
less" to justify, so gross a violation of the 
rights of an ancient corporation. He there¬ 
fore movod that, instead of the word "flow, " 
tW words “this day three months'* should 

'/be Inserted. 

- John Newport opposed the motion, 


I and supported the bill , which he thought 
/ would have (he most beneficial tendency to 
I establish a precedent which he hoped and 
trusted would be acted upon in every case 
where similar instances of bribery, should 
be found to prevail, in older thus to purify 
the system of our repress- tation, and to dis- 
ann,those who complain of its present state. 

Mr. Hurst considered the bill to be quite 
unnecessary, the laws in existence being per- 
i feetly sufficient to punish those who appea¬ 
red by the report of the committee which led 
to this measure to be guilty. The house 
should therefore pau e before tiny consen¬ 
ted, and particularly upon such grounds as 
those which-were laid by the advocates of the 
bill, to alter the constitution of this borough. 
If sue!) grounds, he observed, were admitted 
to justitiy the disfranchisement of any bo¬ 
rough, there would be scarce!) a borough in 
the empire secure fiom violation. 4 

Lord Ossulstune said, that he was a 
member of the committee on the Aylesbmy 
election, atvd could not feel that the mal¬ 
practices which were exposed in the coium of 
that investigation could sustain bueh a poi* 
ceeding as that before the house. An hon. 
bart. had said, that such a measure as that 
under consideration would tend 10 biing 
about the consequences of a parliamentary 
reform. To that measure itself be had no 
objection, but he would never consent to 
have a question of so much importance deter- 
mined upon in the way proposed by this bill. 

Mr. Francis disapproved of thh measure, 
as calculated to puuLh the virtuous for (he 
acts of the guilty, who formed the minority 
of the electors of this borough, and whom, 
strange to tell* this bill did not propose to 
disqualify. 

Mr. Grenfell stated, that it appeared iq 
evidence that above 200 of the voters accept¬ 
ed bribes at the last election, and that the 
system of corruption which prevailed at this 
borough was flagrant, extensive aud uni¬ 
form. 

t Mr. Peter Moore said, he had opposed a 
bill last session, for preventing certain 
abuses at the election for Nottingham, on 
the ground, that tfie laws already in exis¬ 
tence were sufficient to punish all offences 
that might be committed at elections. On 
the same ground, he would oppose the 
present bill. He conid not consent to any 
new measqre that went to alter (he constitu¬ 
tion of a •borough. Persons charged with 
offences at the Aylesbury election were pu¬ 
nished already j and actions were brought 
to the amount of near one million sterling, 
against various persons for being transgres* 
sora in this The house should take 
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care that it was not about to convert Ay/e<?- 
bury info a close borough, which might be 
the case, if the right of voting was trans¬ 
ferred to a class of men who did not wish 
for it, and who did not possess properly 
which eonsituted the foundation of all right 
to vote. 

The Master of the Rolls observed, that 
the preamble of the> bill barely stated the 
existence of bribery and corruption at the 
late election for Aylesbury; but the house 
was entirely ignorant as to the txlent of 
that corruption ; and he would ask, whe¬ 
ther it was meant to be contended, that if 
any bribery or corruption had at all been 
ractised there, the constitution of the 
orough should on that account fall? Sup- 
ose the minority of the elections only had 
ecn guihy, was it fit that those who were 
innocent, should suffer by having their 
franchises taken from them, after having 
struggled to resist that corrupt minority ? 
Even if a great majority had been guilty, it 
woidd be unjust to take their Franchises 
from the remainder. Punish the individuals 
who \vej~ e guilty ; but do not deprive of 
their rejsfhts those electors who have not of- 
v fended, and those who were yet unborn. . 
The bill went to leave the guilty voters in 
the same way in which they had stood be* 
fore ; but the, innocent voters were to have 
their rights infringed on by the introduction 
of a new mass of voters among them, and 
the guilty were to be thrown into the same 
scale with all these. This should rather be 
called a bill for the encouragement of bri¬ 
bery and corruption. Contrary to every 
print iple of law, it separated a manh in¬ 
terest from his duly, because there was no 
distinction made between those who com¬ 
mitted and those who resisted acts of cor- 
rup ion. 

The Sect nary at War said, that particular 
acts had been pas.cd in cases of corruption 
practised at New Shorcham and Cricklade, 
and they were attended with very beneficial 
effects. He would therefore support the 
present bilk 

Mr. Serjeant Rest said, the cases quoted 
by the h -n. gent, who spoke last, were dif¬ 
ferent from the present. In the case of 
Shorcham, it had appeared, that a certain 
set of wicked persons, calling themselves 
the Christian Society/had been in the ha¬ 
bit of soiling seats in parliament for that 
borough, Hut here there was'nolhing but 
a common case of bribery, the same which 
had been practised at vaiinus other places. 
The house did not know to what extent it 
had been carried on. But when bribery had 
been practised at Durham, Ilchester, Wind- 
Vcl. II. 
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sor, and other places * no such act as this 
had been thought necessary. The present 
act was bad in its principle •, and waa 
brought forward at a most improper season, 
as aed >ns in the courts of law were now 
pending against many of the parties to be 
affected by this bill. 

Mr. For said, that most of what he should 
have oflered on this question had been 
anticipated by what fell from two learned 
gentlemen. And he should now content 
himself with stating, that he did not think 
the case with regard to Aylesbury so strong 
a one as to except it from the general rule, 
as applied to common cases of bribery and 
corruption. The Shorcham case was very 
different. He should therefore oppose the 
bill.—A division then took place on the se¬ 
cond reading, 

For the bill —p — 68 
Against it 49 

Majority — — 19 

[Permanent Taxes.]— Lord Folkestone 
desired to be informed, why the account of 
the net produce of the permanent taxes, 
imposed since the year 1793, usually laid 
before the house on the 25th of March, had 
not yet been presented. On inquiry, he 
found that the delay had originated in some 
difficulties arising out of tne consolidation 
act of last session. As the <hy had been 
fixed for bringing forward the budget, it 
would be material to have that account, and 
an account of the pioduce of all the perma¬ 
nent taxes, on the table, as w ell as the ac¬ 
count of the amount of the war taxes, up 
to the 5th of April. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer assured 
the noble lord, that the first account should 
be laid on the table in the couse of the 
week, that some of the others were already 
before the house, and that the rest should 
be produced with the greatest expedition., 
[Mr. Drake’s Correspondence,^— 
Lord Mm-peth rose to say a few words on a 
subject deeply interesting to the feelings and 
honour of this coqntiy. It was with pain 
he was competed to advert to so disagreea¬ 
ble a % subject; *but the transactions that bad 
lately taken place in France relative to it, 
rendered it necessary to rescue the charac¬ 
ter of the govt, and of the country from 
the infamous charges made by the French 

f ovt. against one of our ministers at a 
creign court. To justify the aqf of yio- 
lence which had been committed by ; th© 
French govt,, it had been urged* tba4,.|in- 
struclions had beert given jby our .govt to 
that minister, to encourage and esejfuAbe 
subjects of France to the commission of the 
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most abominable crimes. As long as (be 
charge against this country had been con* 
fined t<> the vehicles of the rancour and male¬ 
volence of the French govt., the noble lord 
would have thought it wise to treat them 
with the scorn and silence such unfounded 
calumnies merited; but, in his opinion, the 
* case was now altered. A publication had 
been circulated at Paris, purporting to he 
the correspondence between our minister 
resident at Munich, and a Frenchman resi¬ 
dent in Paris. By this >it appeared, that 
tfie Frenchman had betrayed his trust, and 
put the French govt, in possesion of the 
correspondence. This publication had been 
communicated to all the Foreign ministers 
at Paris; and, from their replies, it would 
appear, that they had all, w ith the single 
exception of the Russian minister, prejudg¬ 
ed the matter, on allegations implored, and 
he trusted unproveable* He should not 
dwell upon the servility with which Eu¬ 
rope bowed to the power of prance, but 
he should wish to see that servility confined 
to the continent, and to have it proved to 
the world, that there was one country at 
least, which was neither to be awed by its 
menaces, nor aspersed by its calumnies 
As to the charges which had in this instance 
been made, he thought he had a right to 
call on his Majesty's ministers to dear them 
up. He thought he hacl a right to call up¬ 
on them in justice to themselves, injustice 
to the individual concerned (Mr. Drake), 
and above all, injustice to the character of 
the country, to refute the atrocious calum¬ 
nies, to repel the iniquitous charges so un¬ 
justly made upon the honour of the coun¬ 
try. He trusted he should be justified 
in calling on his Majesty’s ministers to prove 
to the world that Ihev had not armed the 
hand of the assassin, tfiat they had-not aim¬ 
ed the dagger in the dark, but on the con¬ 
trary, that' they had conducted their system 
of hostilities in that fair, open, and manly 
manner which belongs to legitimate war¬ 
fare. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he felt 
obliged to the noble lord for having afford¬ 
ed him an opportunity of repelling one of 
the most false and unfounded charges that 
bad ever been brought against the govt, of 
any civilised nation He trusted the house 
would not expect fom him, on this occasion, 
more than an expression of that indigna¬ 
tion, in which, he was sure, every indivi¬ 
dual in the country participated, at the 
atrocious calumnies propagated by a tyfan- 
t»;cal govt., for the purpose of covering acp? 

, of the mo a outrageous and despotic nature. 
*Wi*P coble lord bad expressed a hope, that 


no instructions had been given, or authori¬ 
ty committed to any minister, inconsistent 
with the established practice of civilised 
nations, inconsistent with the esiablished 
system of jurisprudence, by which ihe con¬ 
duct of civilised nations is regulated. He 
could aver will) the greatest truth, that no 
instructions or authority inconsistent with 
the rights of independent nations, or w ith 
the established laws by which civilised na¬ 
tions are bound, had been given to any mi¬ 
nister, or to any individual, by hh Majes- 
ty’s govt. A? to the consli uction that had 
been put upon the publication, he nutted 
the house would not expect him to enter in¬ 
to it; and, w’ith re-pec! to the cm impen¬ 
dence so published, it was impovsibV to be 
paiticuliir, in a-- much as no communica¬ 
tions had yvt been received on the subject 
fiom the individual concerned. He should 
be as ansioih as ihe noble hud, he should 
even be mere anxious, on the part ol his 
Majesty's govt , to lake the most efncucious 
measures to \ indicate the offended honour 
of his Majesty ; for he could noi but consi¬ 
der the honour ol his Majesty, and of ihe 
country affected by so infamous a eablmny 
on his go it. The right hon. gent, repeated 
his gratitude for the oppoitunify afforded 
him by tlu* noble lord, and concluded by 
declaring himself ready to give the house 
every inhumation ar.d explanation on this 
most interesting subject. 

[I R I S H M ! L li I A Au G M F N T A T ION B I L I. ] 
On the order of the day being moved for the 
third reading of the bill tor augmenting the 
militia of Ireland, 

Col. CuLraft rose to oppose the Speaker’s 
leaving tin- ( hair. lie defended tlu resolu¬ 
tions of toe colour Is of militia who had as¬ 
sembled at the Than heel-house, against the 
censure that he u°dnstood they had been 
exposed to. lie thought they were drawn 
up so clearly and explicitly, ihat it was not 
possible io misundeistand them. It was sta¬ 
ted in those resolutions, that deliberation by 
armed bodies was dangerous and unconstitu¬ 
tional ; that was neither more nor less than 
the law of the land. He condemned the 
plan of the Secretary at VV r ar for the aug¬ 
mentation of the public force as impolitic 
and impracticable; and be principally objec¬ 
ted to it as tending to raise that species of 
competition in the different branches of the 
recruiting service, as would render it impos¬ 
sible for us ever to acquire a considerable 
disposable force. 

Sir fVm. E/ford opposed the bill, and 
principally that part of it which went to pro¬ 
vide for the creation of this force, by a bounty 
\S> be |>aid ouf of the exchequers of the Uni,* 
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ted Kingdom. He thought a fencible force 
much preferable to it. in as much as it was 
equally < ffioient and was not liable to the 
constitutional objections that the bill before 
tilt* house was subject to 

Mr, Pitt declared, that he was not one of 
those who objected, under all the circum¬ 
stances of the country, to making an addi¬ 
tion to the established force ; on the contrary, 
hr thought *t one of the objects to which the 
govt should have direc ted its attention at 
the eominencf meat of the war j but he had 
e ntertained hopes, that ministers would have 
found means of piom ling, at the same time, 
two me ,suies, wlfch, in his opinion, were 
not incompatible ; first, the Mciea^e of the 
defemLc* force, and n^xt, the augmentation 
of the effieit-ni and deposable force. Ho 
did not see the advant iges likHy to result 
from the present measure, and he could not 
approve of seeing .he m.htii carried Iryond 
h> due pioportion and ;in n*hy losing its 
ch iracten-tic ben fits. Tint species of 
force, when pioperly managed, contained in 
itself the seeds of augment itiyn for the bin;, 
and this measure had no one advantage m 
point of promptitude or facility in effecting 
tint augmentation lie condemned tlie in¬ 
stability of the .lilferent plans for augmenting 
the military force of the country. M.nistcis 
sremed to have abmd'»ne<i the idea of the 
army of reserve, for no other reason that he 
could unhrstand, but that they wne d'$ap- 
pointrd in their expectation's because il divl 
not fill as fast as their former < tleulntums 
encouraged them to hop*. Me would take 
an opportunity on U ednesdav when the sus¬ 
pension of the* ai ny of icsoive acr should be 
brought forwmi, to eutet more fully upon 
the subject of our naronai dcimwe. Against 
the present measure,, as being a baa ex¬ 
change for the. country* and one of the most 
objectionable measures that could be, he 
should be under the necessity of voting, not 
upon the principle of opposing an augmenta¬ 
tion of our military force, but that he was 
of opinion it would have been btMtei to have 
promoted and adhered to the operation of 
the army of reserve. 

Lord Caulcreagh observed, that his right 
hon. triend (Mr. Pitt) attached more tome- 
quencc to t he suspension of the army of re¬ 
serve act than it was entitled to. With re¬ 
spect to rhe recruiting in Ireland, h^ could 
asset t, from cx.pcneucc and local knowledge, 
that the Irish people could not be induced to 
enter into regular regiments, at the same 
time that they would very readily ogice to 
serve in militia ngiments commanded by 
gentlemen belonging to the county in winch 
they lived, and to whom they were frequent¬ 


ly attached in the strongest manner* and 
when they were a little time in the militia 
service, and became used to a soldier’s life* 
they* would have no objection to extend their 
services, 

Mr. Banhs argued against the bill. It 
was admitted on all hands, that what was 
now wanted was an augmentation of our dis¬ 
posable force, and he could not help consi¬ 
dering it as a most extraordinary measure to. 
propose the augmentation of that description 
of our force which was twt even pretended 
to be disposable according to the terms of 
thrir original agreement. He saw nothing in 
the measure which could have the effect of 
facilitating the object in view* and looking 
at it in a military light, he could not give it 
his approbation. 

Mr, Windham said, he did not think that 
the uob’e lord had Been successful in com¬ 
bating his arguments. He would venture to 
object to the former bill, although it had had 
the ratification of that house ; and he object¬ 
ed to the present one on account of its rela¬ 
tion therelo. It had been said by those on 
the opposite bench, that he, and others in 
that house, were always complaining of the 
coninct of ministers, and, in short, that 

though tiny piped to us, we would not 
dance * and though they mourned, we would 
not lament.” He, however, would still ob¬ 
serve, that he never went so far as to say* 
“ disb.iad tl e militia,” he only wished that 
no augmentation of that system should uke 
place. Ministers did not call this a dispo¬ 
sable force* but they said thgt it gave them- a 
greater command of their disposable force. 
That he denied ; because the one was quite 
inconsistent with the other. The recruiting 
for the one would undoubtedly interfere with 
the other. Every one of the ministers on 
the opposite bench, seemed to be, as it wore, 
his own antagonist. Every measure they 
adopted, they counteracted by tfv* adoption 
of some other measure. In short, they were 
in the bit union of a man who was haunted 
b/ his own spectrej the right hand Was 
fighting with the left. Although they had 
already procured no less than 400,000 volpn* 
teers, 70,000 militia, and 36,000 men f r 
the army of reserve, they seemed still fo bo 
wishing to increase that description of force 
destined for a limited Service. Such 'mea* 
fiutes were totally at variance with oo<? ano¬ 
ther. He disapproved entirely of such a 
circuitous mode of attaining the object in 
vie\^ as that of rising meu for the militia, 
as a step tow.min increasing the regular at> 
my. The mil tin were now raised by boun¬ 
ty, and nut by ballot; and why hot give the 
force to .be raised the appellation of feaci- 
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bjes ? An ancient Grecian could never pro- 
<$uce any thing from l rib harp but the strain 
Qf lOiye, potwitlriianding the great number 
of Strings on his instrument; so/in his opi¬ 
nion, were the ministers always harping on 
the same string; they seemed to him to end 
always where they began. Iu the case of 
rebellion, it might be said, that it was pro¬ 
per to bring away the Irish militia from their 
own couhtry o prevent a degree of party 
spirit, to prrvent a regiment of orange-men 
lighting against catholics. No man would 
wish to augment the ferocity of such civil 
commotions as had occurred in that country. 
Were any troops to be substituted for the 
militia, he should think that foreigners were 
as fit for the purpose as any other to 
prevent Englishmen or Irishmen fighting 
Against thrir own relations. Although, how¬ 
ever, he might be induced to agree to the 
propriety of biinging Irishmen out of their 
own country on (hat account, yet by the 
measures adopted by the ministers, he found 
that other Irishmen were to be raised in their 
place. He doubted not that some gentlemen 
had been induced to vote for the bill which 
had lately passed, upon the principle of the 
Irish militia being thus always kept up at 
the same height, This put him in mind of 
a certain gent, who always loved to intoxi¬ 
cate his guests, and the method he adopted 
was, by keeping his punch-bowl constantly 
supplied by an apparatus under his table, so 
that those whom he entertained were indu¬ 
ced to drii.k too much, by their perceiving 
that the quantity of liquor never decreased. 
Unless the deficiency was to be supplied by 
foreign or regular tro ps, he thought Ireland 
would be left in a defenceless state. He saw 
no prospect of that reciprocity which had 
been so often alluded to. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke, was surprised how 
the hon. gent, could find such a deficiency in 
the regular army, when we had at present, 
after a war of ten months, a greater regular 
army than we had at the end of the last war, 
which had lasted ten years.' He agreed 
that, in the present state of Europe, it was 
necessary for us to keep up a large regular 
army. A great impediment to this arose till 
Within this few years, from reducing the 
Mritiy at the end of every war. It was the 
Opinion of the ablest and wisest men, that 
by vfrloiteer® alone it was impossible to fill 
t(ie regular army to any large amount. This 
ought to acquit the pr-sent and' former 

f ;ovt. for act jbaviog done more on this head, 
t was necessary at this time to augnynt 
;ewy description of force. The present 
.inj^sure, beside augmenting our defensive 
a large portion of our disposable 


Miltm Augmentation qui. 


I force at liberty. Ireland had not contri¬ 
buted its due proportion of men in the pre¬ 
sent war. having raised only 18,600 militia, 
whereas it had raised 28 000 in the last war. 
It had raised only /.000 out of 10,000, 
which was its quota for the army of reserve. 
The mditia system in Ireland rested on the 
basis of attachment to the gentlemen who 
commanded the different regiments ; many 
followed these gentlemen from this motive, 
who would not enter into any other service. 

Mr. Fox said, he had formerly given his 
opinion of the general plan of defence which 
had been adopted, and he had listened with 
attention to all that had been said by others 
upon that subject. If 10,000 men were ac¬ 
tually proposed to be raised for a limited ser¬ 
vice he would ask, w hy should it be for the 
utmost possible limited service ? We were 
placing ourselves in a very whimsical situa¬ 
tion. Of 20,000 militia in Ireland, we 
were to bring 10.000 to this country, while, 
as to the other 10,000, we were making no 
provision or engagement at all. He wanted 
to know on what principle it was not also 
proposed to enter into a similar engagement 
with the new levies ? It had been answered 
that they could not be raised so cheaply ; 
then why not raise them as fi nd hies ? The 
mode of raising this proposed augmentation 
was by making an addition of 30 men to 
each company, What was to become of 
the regiments which might chance to be in 
this country ? Were their companies of /O 
men to be increased to 100 ' and were the 
30 additional men to be left in Ireland, or 
to join the others in England ? They must, 
undoubtedly, be raised on some specific 
agreement, in order to procure their volun¬ 
tary acquiescence. While it was said, that 
fencibles could not be procured to come to 
this country at a bounty of 4 guineas, how 
were we to get the militia to extend their 
services at that rate ? Notwithstanding all 
the boast of voluntary services, ministers 
seemed afraid to broach the subject to the 
new levies, and appeared inclined to trust, 
that when men had been induced to enlist 
into a regiment which had extended its ser¬ 
vice, they also would not refuse an equal 
extension. The foundation of the plan 
feeemed to be the proposed suspension of the 
army of reserve act ; and while ministers 
thus took one system out of the market, so 
as not to interfere with the regular army, 
they Immediately add 10,000men by a mode 
Which will interfere, more or less, with that 
very service, by preventing its rapid in¬ 
crease. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, observed, 
that the privates would most probably be 
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disposed to join their comrades, and then 
the force would be so far augmented. It 
hs»d been asked why fenciblcs were not 
raised instead of militia ; but it .should be 
recollected, that during the* last war the 
lencibles were not raised for general service 
to all parts of the kingdom. The mode of 
raising the militia had a peculiar facility 
growing out of the natural influence possess¬ 
ed by gentlemen in their own vicinity, which 
was far greater than any other mode that 
could be adopted, and it had been particu¬ 
larly found so in Ireland. There was like¬ 
wise a very considerable difficulty in procu¬ 
ring officers for tencible corps, which was 
by no means the ca^ewith the militia. The 
object of the bill was to provide a Militia 
equal to that provided during the last war 5 
it created a force of 10,000 men, to be 
raised with far greater dispatch, and to be 
disciplined in a much quicker way than any 
other description of force. The hon. gent, 
had stated, that this measure would interfere 
with the recruiting of the regulars ; so it 
might be thought upon genera] reasoning, 
but those gentlemen who were most con¬ 
versant with Ireland were of opinion, that 
it would operate upon different dispositions 
and classes from those upon whom the re¬ 
cruiting system operated; and, by a coni* 
parison of the levies of ditfrreiit yeais, it 
would appear that no material variation was 
likely to take place. 

Mr. C arming could not but admire the 
uniform inconsistency which appeared in 
every measure brought foiward by the pre- 
senr ministers on the subject of the defence 
of the country. In the present case, he 
said, they mint assume beforehand, that 
the 30 now men to be added to the militia 
companies would volunteer. It that is the 
case, lie wished to know on what principle, 
or from what motive, it could fairly be sup¬ 
posed they would do so ? It they should 
not volunteer their services, he wished to | 
know how they were to be disciplined ? | 
If they were not to be attached to the com- i 
panics of /O, weie they to be trained as a ! 
distinct body ? If it were so, it was impos¬ 
sible they could make that rapid progress m 
discipline that was so necessary, and so 
much the boast of the present measure. 

Mr. Alexander observed, tbat in Ireland 
there were no poor laws; that the lower 
classes of people were dependent in a vaf 
great degree on their landlords for leases of 
•mall portions of land from 40 s. to £ 5 . a 
year ; that they were also very much at¬ 
tached to their landlords, which gave Ibe 
landed gentlemen iu Ireland a power of 


raising rapidly a force of militia which they 
could not do in any other way j that thft 
temptations to the lower classes operat# 
more forcibly than they do here, from the 
far superior attachment of the people to their 
landlords; and, as he knew this to be the 
case, that he should give his cordial support 
to the present bill, as calculated to raise a 
very considerable foice for the defence of 
the country in a more speedy manner, than 
any other. 

Sir John Newport said, Hint the tenant! 
in the nortli might, doubtless, be as much 
attached to their landlords as the hon. gent 
had described 5 but the north was but a part 
of the country, though a very respectable 
one j and, in the oilier parts, the south and 
south-west of Ireland, he believed, that so 
far from its being the case, there were 
scarcely any regiments raised in the counties 
to which they belonged, but the men were 
enlisted from every quarter of the country* 

Colonel Vercker said, he opposed the pre¬ 
sent bill on the same principles he had done 
the hist, and which he could not but couple 
with it. It had, he said, fallen to his lot, in 
his capacity of governor of Limerick, to 
raise a great part of the army of reserve,’ iti 
the doing which he met with infinite difl* 
Acuities. At that time it so happened that 
his regiment was ordered to march from 
Limerick, which it did, when it was fol¬ 
lowed by upwards of 100 men, for several 
milts, who earnestly entreated him to attach 
them to his regiment. 

Colonel Bagwell said, he knew fromlii* 
own experience, that in many parts of Ire¬ 
land, the militia regiments were raised with¬ 
out any difficulty in their own counties ; 

! nnd that in the city of Limerick and the, 
county of Limerick, as well as several others, 
they had actually rai-ed regiments of militia 
in their own counties in the short space of 
six weeks. 

Colonel Cranfurd said, he should vote 
against the bill, because he had not heard 
any reasons whatever, which he could call 
reasons, advanced in support of it. 

Lord De B/a</uie?e paid a very high cu- 
loginm to the popularity and gallantry o'i 610 
hon. officer who spoke near the chair (Col. 
Vereker), but thought his host of men who 
had wished to be attached to the regiment 
he commanded, with so much honoui to, 
himself and glory to ins countiy, ought not 
to be quoted as an instance of the general 
bent and inclination of the countiy. He by 
no means approved of the pre cut measure, 
and if he ever gave an honest vote in hi! 
life, he was sure ii would be the one he was 
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about to give against this bill. The question 
being loudly called for, a division took 
place, when there appeared 

* For the bill* - - 128 

Against it - - 107 


Majority - 21 


List of the Minority. 


Adair, Robert 
Bankes, Henry 
Binning, Lord 
Bootle, E, VV. 

Buxton, Sir R. 
Burroughs, YVm. 
Berkeley, Admiral 
Bruce, Lord 
Bouverie, Edvr. 
Barclay, Sir Robert 
Rradduw, R. H. 
Bcnyon, R. , 
Caitwriglr, VV. R. 
Canning, Geo. 

Calcratf, John 
Coke, Thv>mas 
Cooke, Bvvati 
Courtenay, John 
Crecvey, Thomas 
Cowper, E S. 
Grttufuid, Col. 
Ghapriun, C. 

Bent, John 
Dickinson, W. 
Dickinson, Wm. jun. 
Dunda^ P. 

Dundas, Hon. R. 
Dundas, Rt, Hon. W. 
Dundas, Hon. £ha*. L* 
Dundas, Hon. L, 

D Linda-, Hon.Geo. G. H. 
Dillon, Geo. A. 

De Blaquiere, Lord 
Dupre, J. 

Elfotd, ‘dr Wm. 

Ellis, C R. 

Elliot, Rt- Hon. W. 
bustoij, Eail of 
Ferguson, James 
Fox, Hon. ChdS. Jas. 
Francis, Philip 
Fitzharris, Vhcount 
Fo'kcstone, Viscount 
Fitzhugh, VV r m. 
power, Lord G. L. 
Gregor, Francis 
Grenville, R r . Uon. T. 
Harrison, John 
Hamilton, LX. Arch. 
Hippidey, Sir John 
Henderson, A. 

Howard, Henry 
Hill, Hon. W* 
Johnstone, Geprge 
‘ Kimuiid, C. 


Kirkwall, Vis. 
Kensington, Lord 
Lambum, Ralph 
Long, Rt, Hon. C. 
Lowihtr, John 
Lowthtr, James 
l.aiouchc, T. 

Laurence, Dr. 

Lemow, Sir W. 

Moipeth, Lord 
Matlocks, Wm. A. 

Mil bank. Sir R. 

Milner, Sir William 
Morn , Edward 
Matsham, Lord 
Newport, Sir John 
North, Dudley 
Northey, Wm. 

Osborne, John 
Oid. William 
Ossulstone, Lord 
Pct r y, Lord H. 

Pirt, Rt. Hon. VV. 
Porchester, Loid 
Proby, Lord 
Port man, }. B. 

Pytches, John 
Raine, J. 

RiifscI, Lotd William 
Ryder, R ichaid 
Sinclair, Sir John ' 
Sloane, Col. 

Smith, George 
South, Hon. John 
Smith, J. A. 

Smith, William 
St. John, Hon, St A. 
Sptncrr, Lord Robert 
Stanley, Lord 
Scott, J. (Worcester) 
TliHJu .son, Peter Itmac 
Temple, Earl 
Viliitr^ Hon. J. C. 
Ward,.Hon. T. W. 

Ward, Robert 
Walpole, Hon. George 
Wharton, John 
Wmningtou, Sir E. 
Whitbread, S. 

Western, Charles Cdlh 
W'ndham, Rt. II rn.Wtn. 
Wrottefclcy, Sir John 
Wynne, SirW,* 

Young, Sir William 


!- f HOtfSE OF LORDS. . # 
Tuesday , April 17# 1604. 

I*,|Tyot'UKTBER Consolidation Biel,] 
older of the day being read for ta- 
putg the report of the committee oa this 


bill into consideration, «heir lordships ac¬ 
cordingly proceeded lo dicitss the amend¬ 
ments made to the bill. The amendments 
made towards the beginning o! the bill 
were agreed to without much discussion. 
Those made to the i'd clause in page 3 of 
the bill being come to, 

Lord Grenville observed, that he fell the 
consideration press upon him so strongly, 
that he could not avoid urging the house to 
adopt the amendment he had unsuccess¬ 
fully proposed in the committee The 
clause enacts, “ that every person enrolled, 
or to be enrolled, and *cr\ mg as an elec¬ 
tive member of any corps of yeomanry or 
volunteets in G. B ilain, and who shall be 
duly returned or cet lifted as such under 
this act, sha I be exempt from baing liable 
to serve personally, 01 to provide a substi¬ 
tute in the militia of G. Biitam, or in any 
additional force to be raised tor the de¬ 
fence of the realm and more \ i& >rons pro¬ 
secution of the war, under any :ni or arts 
of the last session o{ p^rli un m*l'* Tiie 
object oi his lordship's amendment was to 
extend the purview and operation of (his 
part of the chaise to the acts of future 
sessions of parliament, and lie accordingly 
prop ised to insert auer the word 4 parlia¬ 
ment,’ u or under any act or acts that shall 
be passed in any future session of parlia¬ 
ment.” 

Lofd Hau>kesbu r y said, he vs as not con¬ 
vinced by the arguments ad\anccd by the 
noble lord, either on the present or on the 
former occasion. However, in order to 
obviate the possibility of any shadow of 
jea'ouw or doubt being entertained by the 
pubhe upon the point, lie should, in case 
the amendment was parsed, not resist its 
insertion.—The amendment wa^ agreed to. 
The other amendments were then gone 
tlirough, and the bid was ordered to be 
read a third tune to morrow. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, April \J, 1804. 

[Minutbs.] -Mr. Secretary Yorke 

brought up a list of the farther teguments 
and companies of the militia in Ireland 
that had volunteeied their services to the 
United Kingdom.—Mr. Vansitlart moved, 
t|wt there be laid bcfoie the h use the 
accounts of the charges on the consoli¬ 
dated funJ. Ordered. — A person from 
the office of the chief See. of Ireland 
presented an account of the Treasury bills 
outstanding for Ireland, on the ist of 
Jan. 1804 .— Mr. Or meshy brought up the 
report of the Dublin police bill, which was 
ordered to be engrossed.-—The Sec. at 
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War brought up the army estimates which 
were ordered to lie on the table, and to be 
taken into consideration on Monday next. 

[Milliti a Officers.] —Mr. Secretary 
York? moved the ofder fll the day foi the 
2 d reading of the militia officers' completion 
bill. On the question being put, 

Lord Fo(k>slorn objected to the measure, 
on the g ound Ih it it v\ as the revival of a 
former aitfroni which no benefit had b^Cn 
experienced. If it could be shewn that 
m Te officer* had been raised for the militia 
bv the opeiaimn of that art in suspending 
the qualifications constitutionally required 
of officers erteung the militia than previ¬ 
ously to that act, he should have no ob¬ 
jection to it\ renewal ; but if # otherwise, 
he thought it very improper upon ‘•light 
grounds to depart from the constitutional 
principles of the militia sy tern. He ob¬ 
jected also fo the hill as it contained no 
clause to indemnify those who have re¬ 
ceived roman 'ion? in the militia under the 
operation of the Ibrnn r act, and who be¬ 
ing unqualified, are liable to fines since 
the 2 ^ili of March last, when the act ex¬ 
pired.—The bill was then read a second 
time, and ordered to be committed. 


flnUSH OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, April 18, 1804. 

[Volunteer Consolidation Bill.] 
•—Previous to the thud reading of the vo- 
lunteci bill, 

Lord GrenvUe again called the attention 
of the house to the clause sanctioning the 
existence and continuance of committees, 
by whom regulations for the internal con¬ 
duct oi the different corps were to be 
made. He deprecated, in strong terms, the j 
idea of encourage g a deliberative body of 
ariped men. He differed from noble lords 
on the other side on this head, in three 
several respects. In th*? isl place, in a 
retrospective point of view, he thought it 
would tend materially to remove this grie¬ 
vance, which previous t<> the Christmas 
recess was so generally allowed to require 
a remedy, that all regulations originating 
in corps or committees should, within a* 
certain period, after the passing of the act, 
be transmitted for the sanction of his Ma¬ 
jesty, and according to his approbation or 
rejection. 2 (lly, prospectively, he thought 
that all such regulations should *in future 
originate with the commanding officer, by 
wluun, or by the lord lieutenant they ought 
to be transmitted to his Majesty for hi$ 
sanction. Aftd 3 dly> be objected to the 
clause as holding out spi implied appro¬ 


bation of this species of an armed deli* 
berative force. He therefore moved, that 
the clause be opitted, after which he 
should propose another in jt$ stead, which 
he hoped would effect the objects he had 
hinted at. 

Lord Auckland objected to the omission 
of the clause, as the noble loid had pro¬ 
posed no other clause in its place which 
could answer the objects of the act. 

Lord Grenville said, that in this stage of 
the bill he was not, by the rules of parlia¬ 
ment, at liberty to propose any new clause, 
till the one which he objected to was dis¬ 
posed of. He had endeavoured to make 
their lordships comprehend the meaning of 
his alteration, which he again stated would 
be to this effect: to order, that within a 
month from the passing of this act, all re¬ 
gulations made by committees fur the in-* 
ternal regulation of their corps, should be 
transmitted to the King for his approba. 
tion ; and that all such regulations must in 
future originate with the commanding of¬ 
ficer, by whom, or by the lorcl-lieut. they 
should, before they were acted upon, be 
transmitted to his Majesty and receive Ins 
approbation. 

Lord Haivkesbury agreed with the noble 
lord in wishing that no committees had 
ever existed, but that any regulations for 
the management of corps had originated 
with the commanding officers, under the 
sanction of the lords lieutenants, and been 
then transmitted for his Majesty’s approba¬ 
tion. The evil, however, the noble lord 
must allow, was not a new one, and he 
doubted the propriety of at once throwing 
so large a body, free from all restraints 
a*id regulations whatever.—The Duke of 
Montrose supported Lord Grenville's a- 
mendment, and Lord Hobart spoke in fa¬ 
vour of the oi iginal clause, after which the 
house divided,—For the original clause. 
Contents - - 25 

Non-contents - to 


Majority - -15 

Sevevral verbal amendments were then 
agreed to. After which the bill was read 
a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
sept back to the commons as amended. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, April 18, 1804. 

[Minutes.]— Mr. bhaw, returned mem¬ 
ber f8r the city of Dublin in the room of 
J. C. BereTordi E^q. took the usual oaths 
and his seat. Lord Marsham reported from 
the commits on the Middlesex election. 
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. that Benjamin Lee, a person (My summon - 
ied to giyfe evidence before that committee, 
had disobeyed the summons; and moved, 
that he be committed to the custody of 
the Serjeant at Arms. Ordered.—‘Colonel 
Gordon presented certain accounts from 
1 the barrack department, Ordered to lie on 
the table.—Mr. Elliot moved for a return 
of the particulars of the charges for inci¬ 
dents, allowances, pensions, and gratuities 
upon the department of the barrack board 
sn Ireland, since Jan. i8di. Ordered.—The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved two 
resolution viz, that certain allowances 
made to adjutants and subaltern officers of 
tfnilitia, for the current year, be defrayed 
but of the land tax j and that the pay and 
blolhingof the Irish militia be defrayed out 
of the consolidated fund for Ireland. 
Agreed to, and ordered to be reported to¬ 
morrow, and the committee to sit again on 
Friday.—Mr. Rose moved for a return of 
the amount of Exchequer bills issued from 
jfb April, 1798, to the same day in 1804, 
distinguishing each year, and the fund upon 
which they were chargeable. Ordered. 

[Army of Reserve Suspension 
Bh-l.]—M r. Secretary Yerke moved the or¬ 
der of the day for (He second reading of 
the army of reserve .suspension bill, 

Mr. C. Long stated, fhaUa rt. hon, friend 
of his (Mr, Pitt) was prevented by indisposi¬ 
tion from attending that day in his place iti 
the house. He was authorised to urge his 
objection to the further progress of the bill, 
as it was in a i^afefial degree connected 
with the object of the motion, which his rt. 
hon. friend proposed bringing forward, at 
an early day next week. To-morrow, he 
thought, would be too early a day ; Friday 
was already appointed for another impor¬ 
tant discussion } and he presumed Monday 
or Tuesday might be convenient. 

Mr. Secretary Ywfo said, certainly it was 
his wish to accommodate the rt. hon. gent,; 
and, as he understood there was no objec¬ 
tion to putting off till Monday the other 
discussion, the bill might proceed to the 
next stage on Friday* 

Mr. Adair , on the part and in the absence 
of his rt. hon, friend* Mr, Fox, declared 
there would be no objection to postpone his 
motion fill Mbhday»-**After a few obser¬ 
vations from Sir R. Buxton, the bill was 
read a second time, and ordered to be re¬ 
ferred,to a corpraiftee on Friday next. 

Hie Chancellor of the Exchequer' said, that 
fee expected on Tuesday next to receive 
dispatches from Ireland, ton the subject of 
ihe negotiation of the loan ju that part of 
the United Kingdom, It* was*" therefore; 


his wit,h J to, postpone the consideration of 
that branch of the public supply, till after 
the arrival of such information.—The bud- 
get was then postponed to Monday se’n- 
niglit, 

[Exchequer Bills.] The house resol¬ 
ved iiselt into a commitlce of ways and 
means. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, 
that it was at present his intention only to 
move that 13 \ millions be raised by exche¬ 
quer bills for the. discharge ot the bills winch 
were now outstanding. He should submit 
to the house at a future per od a motion for 
the raising of the remaining sum of 5 mil¬ 
lions to cq^nplete the sum \vhi< h he had al¬ 
ready mentioned The Bank had agreed'to 
postpone the payment of the ll million 
which they had raised in l/C)S. He was in 
consequence enabled to pr pose to the com¬ 
mittee that only the sum of Q] millions be 
raised in the present instance. It was not 
the intention of govt, that ;nn part of the 
debt should be funded, but that all the a- 
mount which he then moved for should be 
kept outstanding. This he purposed doing 
by two separate bills, the one for 8 millions 
and the other for 1 * million. 

Mr. Johnstone observed, that the whole 
amount of exchequer bills would, if the 
committee acceded to these resolutions be 
2l J 600>000/. If he allowed for the ll mil¬ 
lion payable to the Bank, which tlivy had 
agreed to postpone the payment of, it would 
be evident that upwards of 23 millions 
would be then outstanding. it was not 
usual to have so large a sum in circulation at 
so early a period of the year. He believed 
that the deferring of such a measure would 
be very advantage ous to the pm lie, and 
thought that the right hon gent, would find, 
that at no period was there ever so large a 
sum as 23 millions in circulation so early as 
April. 

The Chancellor of the Eachequer said, that 
the hon. gent, had fallen into error from the 
circumstance of his not liming perused the 
accounts upon the table. It was tln-re stated 
that provision had been made lor the pay¬ 
ment of 10,600,000^. There was therefore 
only the sum of 34 millions remaining of the 
amount whfeh the hon gent, alluded to: 3 
millions were locked up in the Bapk for the 
renewal of their charter, which reduced the 
sum to 13 millions; and, when he stated 
that the Bank had agreed to with hold their 
demand for the payment of H million, the 
committee would then see that he was cor¬ 
rect in stating that the sum of 9! was all 
that would be wanting for the present issue 
of Sxcfieqaef bill*; 
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tyfcat tpijzht tje-the exact foundation of the 
^Ifotopwibn off tins subject; H ^aa bis 
duty,'and that of the House, to ascertain 
the thRh, and to inquire it there had,been 
Ally Culpable neglect. If therb had "not, 
he gave govt, the opportunity to repel 
those aspersions. 

Lord Uaxduburg said, he had beard no 
argument from the noble Earl to induce 
him to change hip opinion? A$ to the 
statements of the noble Lord, he entirely 
denied them, with all possible civility cer- 
lafnly; but he meant to say tjie noble 
End jvas misinformed, Previous to his 
Majesty’s message, instructions were sent 
to Admiral Runner a second time* between 
tltet dud tt^e rupture; and*'again on* that 
Otfem. Instructions* in the tirst instance, 
hid been sent as early as possible, and by 
the most speedy conveyance, aqd had ar¬ 
rived in an Unusually short time* 

Eari Spencer said, he came down with¬ 
out any previous knowledge of this mo¬ 
tion ; but, after he had he&d vfrhat had 
boon urged by the nbbte Earl, and the 
answer of the noble Sec. of State, he fell 
it his duty to support the motion* With¬ 
out dissenting from the noble Lord oppo- 
to him* as to the jirinciple on which 
peters were granted or refused, he thought 
the noble Earl had laid a parliamentary 
and proper ground *Fbr demanding the in¬ 
formation iii question* lie thought mi¬ 
nisters could not refuse the papers, with¬ 
out Acknowledging the change advanced, 
hot by the noble Earl, but by the public 
voice. The motion $uvc the govt, an op¬ 
portunity to defend themselves frehn a 
very heavy charge* l£ was no light ques¬ 
tion, whether the earliest information and 
instructions had been conveyed fcp AdmL 
r4l Rainier or not* Suppose tlid French 
in that quarter had been superior ip force 
to us, instead of the contraty, what might 
have been the result Of their receiving the 
intelligence of the rupture earlfer than our 
Admiral ? And, inferior aa rto werfy 
♦tiAt benefit may , we not have lost by this 
tardiness in sending dispAfohep* if the fact 
be AA the publid feeling Seems to declare l 
.With aspect to the degree of expedition 
WWeW on the part of our govt, 

in forwAWmg dispatches of such import¬ 
ance, he would a$k, did they arffye in 
l#dia previously to the i$th of August ? 
*W tap im ttonot sent in a/ri- 

'&K fflpfWAs with <?ohvoy» 



f not the Vessel actually touch at 
In:to d**l Of 


what was desalted would app c Ar from the 
produc lion of the dates. 

Lord Jlobart maintained, that public 
rumour was not a parliamentary ground 
to justify the calling for papers, if that 
were admitted, every one of their Lord- 
ships, as they severally happened to be 
affected by the public tales of the day, 
might impede the executive govt, by calling 
for papers. His Lordship asserted, that 
every degree ot possible expedition was used 
in forwarding the dispatches in question to 
India, and that they arrived at the diflci* 
cut presidencies au an extmordinai ily short 
interval. Information of an impoitant 
nature hjuj been received hy Admiial Rai¬ 
nier, and at a period, if not earlier, as 
early as any intelligence received by the 
French Admiral* as» in point of fact, it 
was at the time of the British Admiial be* 
up actually deliberating upon the expe¬ 
diency pf taking steps to secure the French 
squadron, that the latter slipped her ca¬ 
bles, and got away. 

The Earl of fiarnatvon said, the noble 
Lord who had just sat dowu had stated, 
that Admiral Rainier received infonnation 
of the state of affairs from some quarter: 
this might be, aud yet go\t. be uo 
less culpable. It was the duty of Paiha- 
ment to inquire, whether govt, had dis¬ 
charged its duty in this most important 
point ) If our squadron had received 
timely instructions, there could be no 
doubt the French would now be the 
weaker by the loss °f their squudion un¬ 
der Linois; and the misclnei he had done 
in the E* Indies, and might still do with 
that squadron, would have been avoided. 
The strongest parliamentary giound was 
laid for the motion, and he should moat 
heartily give it his vote. 

Lord Marraxvbg expressed his opinion as 
to the principle which should regulate the 
conduct of parliament upon such occa* 
sious aa the present. Upon the firht ap¬ 
pearance of the present question, regards 
mg such considerations in the light he did, 
he was rather inclined, to oppose the mo¬ 
tion; tjut, in oppsequence of what, tran¬ 
spired in the , conversation, he thought a 
case polar made out as to shew the pro¬ 
priety of Acceding to iL-r-The, House then 
divided op the Earl of Carlisle's motion, 

iyhen their appeared, 
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LiU of tke Majority* 


Aboyn<% Earl of 
Bedford, Duke of 
Besborough, Earl of 
Borringdon, Lord 
Carlisle, Earl of 
Carnarvon, Earl 0f 
Cowper, Earl 
Derby, Earl of 
parniey, Earl 
Dundas, Lord 
ssex, Earl of 
itawillum, Earl 
Eortescue, Earl 
Grenville, Lord 


Harrowby. Lord 
Headfott* Shrquis of 
KeHyon, Lord 
King* Lord 
Low*her, Viscount 
Minto, Lord 
Montrose, Duke of 
Ormond, Earl of 
Romney, Earl of 
Sjgencer, Earl 
Stafford, Marquis of 
Talbot, Karl 
Upper Ostory, Earl of 
And four Proxies* 


[Irish militia offer bill.]— The 
order of the day for the second reading of 
the bill, for enabling his Majesty to ac¬ 
cept of the voluntary offers of service of 
the Irish militia in G. Britain, being 
read, 

Lord Hobart said, he should not trou¬ 
ble their Lordships at much length in h*» 
half of this measure. Many of their LorcP- 
ships, he believed most of them, would 
acknowledge its expediency, if not car¬ 
ried too far, as a general principle. He 
Would not press the question of extending 
the principle, but merely Contend for ac¬ 
cepting the services of the Irish militia 
How, and to the extent named in the bill. 
Whether govt, would us£ this discretion, 
or to what extent, must be left to circum¬ 
stances ; but lie thought no evil coqld arise 
from allowing govt, that discretion, thus 
limited, lie picssed the measure as one 
standing by itself, and not calling for re¬ 
ciprocity of offers, from the English mili¬ 
tia, of service in Ireland. It was not to 
be understood, that the English militia 
were to be pledged by this acceptance of 
the services of the Irish militia* They 
would be perfectly free, in this respect, as 
if the bill did not pass, without tiny Im¬ 
putation on their courage or loyalty, which 
could be questioned by no one. The uti¬ 
lity of the measure, in adding 10,000 
men, in fact, to our disposable force, was 
Sufficiently obvious; and, in , the v view he 
had taken of it, he could not anticipate 
any objection. With respect to tb© other 
bill, although It might be considered as 
growing out of this, he would not consi- 


less the House should he disposed so to 
do* He was rather willing to narrow the 
question merely to the present bilk His 
Lordship concluded by moviug, u That this 
bill be now read a second time."' 

Lord Borringdun said, the bill must be 
defended, either upon the particular cir¬ 


cumstances of the case, or on the general 
principle of a reciprocity of the services 
of the militias of the two countries, lfe 
had not beard a single circumstance from 
the noble Lord, to prove tire necessity of 
the measure. But he believed* if the two 
countries, their positions relative to the 
enemy, and their respective strength* were 
fairly examined, it would be found* that 
none of these cguld sanction the removing 
so large a force from Ireland at this dan¬ 
gerous moment. It ought not to be for¬ 
gotten, that twice during the last war, the 
enemy made an attempt upon Ireland* 
and onbe succeeded in landing a force 
there. It seemed a very extraordinary 
proposition, therefore, that Ireland, so 
much more exposed than this country, 
and weaker in herself, should send ui 
10,000 men at the very moment when 
danger most threatened her. There was 
something so monstrous in this, he could 
not argue it longer. But there were rea? 
sons, it should seem, in the nature of the 
Irish militia* which their Lordships would 
easily conceive from the state of the coun¬ 
try, that might make it prudent to with¬ 
draw part df them from Ireland. He 
would not undertake to disprove that. 
But then he would ask, why augment the 
Irish militia ? This was a dilemma which 
he should have no ingenuity to avoid, in 
the situation of the mknsters. It was. no 
matter whether the other bill was to be 
argued with this or not; ministers had 
made the augmentation part of the plan, 
had avowed the intention, and therefore 
he must throw them oa the dilemma. 
With respect to the principle of the pre¬ 
sent measure, he detested and would re- 
i sist it with the utmost of his power* j It 
went* Contrary to all the principles of ci* 
vilized society, to'tolerate deliberative 
armed bodies. This bill is introduced for 
the purpose of inviting the English militia 
to volunteer their services to Ireland. 
The intention of a reciprocity has beau 
openly acknowledged* ahd made the tub* 
ject of ardent hope*., - How is it to be 
accomplished ? by the regiments respec* 
lively considering the question of offering 
ibeir services to the owsricwiftiy^ Gan 
any man, with a common knowledge e# 
armed‘bodies* and of civil society * endure 
the idea f But the measure is also a violas 
tidh of the Constitution country* 

especially Of the militia itself } U is an un¬ 
principled, dangerous, .inexcusable breach 
of good faith with them; It has no mo? 



it# rtd honeedafttielrithmiHti*, with, the force 

, to^iiee^i^>ithe. lioose and ti>«>ne&Oa .to we .bad in volunteers, militia, cad regu- 
' i^Nrrtt with repugnance, fiut, there; isa lars; and be considered the measure as 
fyAd,expectation in one oneiter, that the I an insuit tspoa 0. Britain. The redpro* 
, l «netiprocit/' will consolidate theinterests city he considered as destructive of the 
aphafifeetions of the ttio tenantries. He- principle on Which the English militia wai 
entreated their Lordships hot . to deceive raised^ and tending to annihilate the mi* 
themselves with the hope of seeing the litis of fedthcountries. 


themselves with the hope of seeing the 
interests and affections of the two conn* 


itia of hdth, countries. 

The Duke of Norfolk conceived the mi* 


tries consolidated, while g noble Lord of litia of the country the most * essential, 
that House (!Iled«daie) continued to fill indeed the only constitutional force, and 

a.L -J. ta. .a. . V_ . . - * T .1 .J ? ... .la. ,* f o * a s ’» .1 ». ai t- . _! 


the. highest station of the law in Ireland, 
overwriting those letters ,to Lord Tinge), 
v >ricb inorttfied and wounded every man 
o&fiifelingAnd sensibility in both chantries, 


as such should be strictly kept to its ori¬ 
ginal principles. ’This bill -appeared td 
him to violate those principles, and there¬ 
fore to be bighlyimproper. He expressed 


andwthilethose letters Were not expressly the grtabist approbation of the “ Resolu- 
flkM,vowSd: lby'the. goy$.t .-He besought iron* of the meeting of militia colonels 
their Lordships not to deceive themselves and Officers and regretted that tie was 
with the expectation of the, interests had; --——---— , 


affections of 0. Bntain.and Inland being J ‘.tm MWwtogia * correct copy ot tne Kewiunoni 
consotidatfedv While ihat administration jlfctJwtimhf Ws.QrsesAe Dakeof N.orfrlk. 
Idmained.-thfe^basis of whose^rwas. 

eirejection of that measure WhiCh alcme : JailftU of G. Britain, held at the 

Swished all differences And cerdiidly »Twem Mouse Taveni. Twcaday, 'April lo, 
lite the affections ..'and interests, ;of the ?*MO*r <M, foUowips*Rejokuors, vn*mmou ? iy 

explained * 11 1 ,J U0 **r*ihV 4 « , hy Jaw Vst*Wi*bed, is a system well coflsi. 

B »Ot;a*igU*ddOD the ground mtfr/xiprifo rns« and efficient for the purpose for which. 
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cd;to by kh Grace the Duke of Norfolk. 

At A , Mooting of Lords Lieutenants of Coun* 
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u ' i*V‘ u Lalltahti \ safe, as tracing the' great permanent hlf. 
&5P6#1 6f CwRkgdBAi Wi 'M INii **Kfafy force u#d$r the command -of those whoso • 

Vtry :few word* te die pmsetvation »f the country and its 

§Mpfi ^Hfe' hiiped I* hesi possihle pledge of *c*l' 

*' s^ggx..a 

before recommended. He hoped to, fffi. '» «,Weta’ttntieii cniergefecr 3 dy. Th«tth«mi* 
ttartwo'realms not united.*n .name ,owy»: « gth it bound w the country for om 

aad-by legal -ties, bntf by a perfect comnau* “ great and iwfpertant jiurpote, ditunetiy specified. 
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Dot in a situation to attend the meeting, 
and add his name to the list of signatures. 
Disapproving of the present bill* as he 
certainly did, he yet could not think mi. 
nisters so much to blame as they were re. 
presented; the example set them by their 
predecessors, some years ago, was among 
the legacies of violation to the* constitu¬ 
tion, which those former ministers had left 
them. lie said, he was so far from agree* 
ing with the noble Marquis, in wishing for 
the return to his Majesty's councils of the 
person alluded to, that he earnestly depre¬ 
cated it* This measure was one that he 
had left, among others, to the injury of 
the country, lie had loaded the nation 
with taxes it could scarcely bear, and had 
scarcely left one principle of the constitu¬ 
tion untouched. 

The Earl of Limerick said, the debate 
had turned on the Union, rather than on 
the question before die House. He main¬ 
tained the benefit that would result from 
the reciprocity so eagerly condemned. 
He instanced the Scotch militia, which was 
common to the Southern part of the island, J 
and the English to the northern. He did 
not know why the Irish militia might not 
be deemed worthy of the same service; 
except their accent or their blunders werej 
to be objected. He thought some great 
persons in this country were infected with] 
the habit of blundering. A late meeting,; 
so highly praised by a noble Duke, con¬ 
sisted of military men, assembled in their j 
capacities of colonels of regiments, yet 
their principal resolution is, that at is un- 1 
constitutional and unsafb for military men , 
to meet for the purpose of deliberating, j 
After making some' further comments on 
the resolutions, his Lordship advanced se*' 
veral arguments in favour of the present, 
measure. He would support it on (account 
of its being a prelude to the -speedy inter* * 
change of the militias of G. Britain and * 
Ireland. He also supported it, because \ 
he believed the bringing over Irish militia* t 
men to this country would have the effect 
of making them better soldiers than tfcyj 
otherwise could be. It was Observed by 
several able writers, and confirmed by} 
history, that Irishmen never made suehj 

« The Chairmen having left the Chair, ant the , 

Duke ef Devonshire having taken it—Resolved,, 
w That the ttoMks of this meeting be given t6 Lord 

Fitawllhaffi.for catling thtlr flotation lo a •ubjvettrf 
“ such high important*, <aud hf the able, judbions, 
" and constitutional manner in wiuth hftcacuUcfed 

w the 


good soldiers in their own country, at <fofc 
of it. It was with considerable pain ft* 
looked batik to the conduct of some tf 
them at Castlebar, in 1/98, But any pec- 
son who wished to know how they con¬ 
ducted themselves in other countrie^meed 
only refer to the history of the battle of 
Fontenoy, and the late victories in Egypt, 
He believed there were some noble Lff rds 
then present, who could bear testimony to 
the conduct of Irish soldiers on that me* 
movable occasion. Another mason why 
he wished fox this bill was, the advantage 
always derived from sending soldiers away 
a considerable distance from the places 
where they were raised; this had been 
constantly done in G* Britain, and he mm 
confident that Irish soldiers would be veqp 
much benefited in every respect from tw- 
siding in this country. Besides what ta 
bad already stated, there was a circum¬ 
stance connected with the internal situa- 
tion of Ireland, which it was extremely 
material to take notice of, in considering; 
the present subject. The spirit of dis¬ 
affection stiU existed in Ireland; mad 
therq was reason to fear that it would still 
be exercised with a view of corrupting dm 
brave men who now constituted the militik 
regiments of that country. Therefore, ah 
though he had no reason to doubt* their 
fidelity, be thought h would be better im 
remove ah many of them as possible from 4 
a place where they were exposed to such * 
danger* Censure bad been repeatedly 
thrown out against the conduct of the pro- 
seat Ministers* In his mind they mem 
■whollyi unfounded; and be was confident 
nothing could be brought forward to prone 
that his. Majesty's present government had 
in any respect.misconducted themselves 
in the management efthe public admire* 

Lord CarltimwvL that from-every con¬ 
sideration he had given the present me*» 
save, be .considered lbs advantages sup** ’ 
rior to any inconvenience likely to arise 
from it, that it should meet with his hearty, 
support* But he approved ©f the tnea* 
sure oa account of Urn great benefit*which 
the tower orders of the .fc-ish mho belonged, 
to militia regiments would dame from 
coming to and mixing with the people of), 
this country. He was happy at the pro¬ 
spect Of their befog likely to imitate ft**’ 
some degree, the .manners and ebarac*ftro€> 
the Witooua peasantry of England. tTfcewr 
woe no doubt but that many Irish gmatter 
men wauldfeel a.great iocoa vontencejto 

* I 
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i^epag obliged t 9 tome over'here; but this l derail bow for the former conduct pursued 


was terming circumstance, compared to 
|be advantages which G* Britain must de¬ 
aths from having so laqge a force brought 
4 V*r here. His Lordship alluded to the 
fetters of Lord Redesdale, and defended 
bis Lordship from the unfavourable infer 
.antes attached to them, thinking it incitin' 
bent cm noble. Lords who closured him in 
his. absence, to lay some adequate ground 
of judgment before the House. 

Lora Bot'wgdon adverted to the nature 
of the docarneuts in qdestibn, which their 
Jtondsli^a would recollect could not regu* 
iariy.be teoacd fan 

The £ord Chancellor said, it was im- 
^tessifele for him to retrain silent, after the 
ttqjusi chaiges which, in the course of that 
debate, had been thrown out against a 
stoble pexsun (Lord Redesdale) who had 
long been has dearest and most intimate 
..friend, and against whom uncommon pains 
Had lately been taken to excite a most un¬ 
founded prejudice. Amidst all the anitno- 
bity,*lhe viojfenco, and injustice* which had 
been engendered by the French ievolution, 

It could hardly have been suppose^ that, 
aspersions of such a nature would have 
hoetrthrown out against his Itoble friend; 
and in a way, too, by which he was pre*, 
eluded aii opportunity of defending lnm- 1 
.eelf against them, lie could affirm that 
* tibat noble Lord had folly earned and me¬ 
rited the rewards he obtained foi bis long, 
laborious, and useful Services, and that 
Jtis character, for strict honour and inte¬ 
grity* stood as high as that of any man in Jl 
the country. BirWomc persons had thought 
proper to charge him with having used ex¬ 
pressions hostile to the mt^esosts of a large 
.body of people in Ireland. And what did 
this Charge test upon? Nothing else bat a 
publication, purporting to * bo k -corre¬ 
spondence between him and'another noble 
Lord in Ireland's a publication .which his 
noble friend had had no hand in sending 
into the world; which ought «6t to have 
gone fofther (bah the individuals between 
whom the correspondence had passed; 
and which, if it had not been stolen out 
of the pocket bf the noble person in whose 
possbssidh the Original was, Would never 
have made its appearance. Was such a 
toublicatfon therefore as,this, whibhCould 
riot be regularly brought forward by way of 
defence, 1 % Sufficient ground for fbriftring 
r Put shch heavy aspersions against a man ot 
high character which his noble friend ‘l 
W& i Besides, he wished ii fo be corn! 


by his fcoble frierid could justify these 
Charges* Would it be forgotten, that he 
had been on many occasions, the most 
strenuous advocate for the Calholidsof Ire¬ 
land ? that he had been their best friend ? 
And now he must, without any foundation, 
be charged with beiug their enemy. lie 
thought proper to say thus much m behalf 
of bis clearest friend, whose worth and ex¬ 
cellent qualities he had long known, and 
Still held in the highest estimation; and 
whose friendship he hoped to preserve as 
long as life existed in his body.—dfaving 
thus felt himself impelled to say so much 
in vindication of the character of bis 
friend, he should say a word or two in 
support of the present bill. He Could not 
see any force m the objection that this 
measure would convert the militia regi¬ 
ments of Ireland into deliberative bodies; 
he saw nothing like deliberation m their 
expressing their willingness to serve in any 
particular place out of their own country. 
Bat the objection had still less force, when 
such a change of service could be proved to 
bo useful. Suppose that a body of troops 
bad agreed to serve only m a particular 
part or county of England, and that such a 
necessity should occur as to render that 
assistance highly useful in the next county, 
to which they wore bound not to go, and 
from which they might be separated only 
by a river; if they should offer such assist¬ 
ance, would it be dangerous to accept of 
it? Would it be recognizing a dangerous 
deliberative power in'military men ? Cer¬ 
tainly not; and the same reasoning now 
applied to the offers of service made by 
regiments in Ireland, lie would not say, 
whether this force was actually wanted by 
G. Britain at this time : he believed it was 
not; bpt would it not be highly useful to 
have such an accession, as should enable 
the govt, to convert a large disposcablo 
force to other purposes? Upon the whole, 
this bill met With bis most decided appro* 
fektion and support. 

The Earl of Carnarvon began by taking 
notice of the allusion which the Earl of 
Limerick had made to the Resolutions late¬ 
ly entered into by several militia officers, 
and declared, that if he had been in town 
at the tint* they were entered into, he 
should have put his name to them. TI»e 
noble Lord, after making some observa¬ 
tions on the blunders “sometimes com¬ 
mitted by people in that country from 
which he came* imputed to the persons 



'Who bad signed thctee resolution^, 
they hadcomitlitted a blunder in so doing. 
The imputation could, with much more 
justice, be thrown against thosepecarons 
whose measures that noble Lord support¬ 
ed. 'Hie whole of their conduct* from 
beginning to end, was a series of blunders. 
What was their conduct on the present oc¬ 
casion ? It was a breach of faith, and that 
which went to complete the destruction ol 
the only constitutional farce we now had 
remaining. There was no necessity far 
doing this, The militia of Ireland formed 
its constitutional defence ; and if so, why 
deprive that country of it ? and why bring 
her constitutional farce over here? The 
faith of govt, was pledged to the Irish mi* 
iitia regiments, that they should not be 
6ent out of that country; and they might 
as well send them to Jamaica or Ceylon* as 
to (5, Britain. One of the reasons which bad 
been advanced in support of this measure 
was such as rendered it more' objection¬ 
able than any other, in his mind, and 
that was the probability of its leading to,mi 
interchange between the militias of G* 
Britain and Ireland. He considered that 
such a step as that would completely du*» 
stroy every constitutional principle which 
still belonged to this force. The govt, had 
already nearly destroyed the constitution i 
of the militia, and this would be giving, it I 
the finishing blow. The measure was preg¬ 
nant with mischief, aud could not, be at¬ 
tended with one advantage whatever. 

Lord Auckland said, that those who had 
brought forward and supported the present 
measure, never held out any such idea as 
that of its leading to an interchange of the 
militias of both countries. No such thing 
was understood; and Ministers had npt 
said scf. But while he stated this in.point 
of fact, lie thought it neccssaiy to give it 
as his opinion, that an interchange of that 
kind would not only be not unconstitu¬ 
tional, but would be highly beneficial to 
both countries. No comparison could 
possibly be more inapplicable than that 
made by the noble Lord, when he , said, 
that govt, might as well send the Irish mi¬ 
litia to the East or West Indies* r 4 ;Tbpjd& 
was a material difference between! sending 
troops to a distant; colony, and sending 
them from one part of the same kingdom' 
to another. Every objection that could 
formerly have existed, against on inter-;- 
change with Ireland, must be now com-, 
plefaiy done away, on , account of?* |jtei 
union with that country; and ifaoiiM; W; 


fre^o why*he little Ijjjsfy flannel i 
| greater serration pfctween G?; 

* tain and Ireland, than a large river woul 
between two counties. If any one part of 
thi united kingdom .was attacked by a for¬ 
midable force of the enemy,^Wfuld U'.n^i 
be proper to have the assistance d 
in any, even the most distant part dr^|e 
country ? If an attack should be made m 
K ent* would not militia regiments be senf' 
for from Cheshire, if they were not irranfadf 
there? And if it was jostiliable to send to 
Cheshire far them, what objection coptf 
there be to bring militia regiments frotf 
Ireland, which was as much a part of the 
kingdom as Cheshire ? But here die men 
were not ordered away ; far they volunta¬ 
rily offered to coine. Now, with regard 
to the objection, that the. acceptance of 
those voluntary sendees would be to Re¬ 
cognize a deliberative power in the regi¬ 
ments, it did not appear to him that any' , 
such thing was done. The dcliberafio^ 
went no farther than barely giving tbeij 
consent; than their barely answering Ved 
or no to this question, “ are you willing 
to go to England?*' They had nothing^ 
do but to give their assent or dissent. Id 
this, there surely was no deliberation* 
But many, important advantages woiip 
accrue from this measure.. It would 
Me govt, to have a great disposeable force 
at its command* It would facilitate.the 
means of recruiting our force. We ^lioulji 
have a greater number of men from Ire¬ 
land than we^qw expected; for he knc;w 
the attachment of the peasantry tp the gpn«* 
try of jthut cOuptry to be such, that they 
would follow them in great numbers. If 
ever them a time ( when it was niore 
necessary fh^n another to strengthen the 
milifaryjfprce of.this country, it was at the 
presept moment; far there neva&^as a 
when , T) appeared to rt stand f so 
much alone, aha [when we had Jess hope 
of co-operation fromany of the powers on 
the coptinent;, iftiistfaist clearlyapp^r 

lately pursued by the accredited. sepresen.- 
t$a*l, of'.thh^^d’hued’lie^j' 
.SuKjpe,; &Pjr* 

%ch j«MWd 
ad done to the, Pe^pot of prance, *tt„ 
band was.-a* 

us 4»; «rt%. puiselyea,' 
MreftdyJtated,bu^on 



qpvuwyi&n mmi uruvgiu, mwng, it * 
nin of evils lordly ever know© before* 
llfiw a revolution originating in regicide* 
earned on and matured by pillage aud 
masmcn?, and now upheld, as appeared 
torn very recent intelligence, by midnight 
Warder and assassination. 

Lord ff<wr<w% observed, that the no¬ 
tion of the noble Lord who spoke last, 
with regard to the services of the Irish 
WUitia being extended to this country, was 
expressly contrary to the principles recog¬ 
nised in the of Union. He had de- 
fended the measure for accepting the ser¬ 
vices* of the English militia in Ireland dur¬ 
ing the rebellion of 17&8, upon the ground 
Of necessity or expediency. But at pre- 
eeot, be saw no necessity for the extension 
Of the services of the Irish Militia to this 
country. It would also prove injurious, 
When accompanied with the augmentation 
MU, to the recruiting service, and on these 
grounds he opposed it. 

fl’he Marquis of Sligo supported the me*' 
fake, from the conviction that the greatest 
advantages would result from it to both 
countries. He defended Ireland from what 
he conceived to be some inflexions upon 
it by the noble,Lord who ipoke kit. 

Lord Burrow!# explained, by observing 
that it never entered his imagination to 
neat any reflexions upon Iceland* 

The Duke of Mo&trese said, he should 
Wpposa this bill, and the other which was 
Income after it by way of supplement. He 
considered it unjust to call on men to en¬ 
ter on a service, for which they had not 
hem originally engaged. He could see no 
advantage whatever likely to mine from 
takingsway the defensive force of Ireland, 
and banging ii to this country; mi still 
lea* did ha think JiMytanme from i 
nmng no additional oamber of militia- 
men is* Ireland, It was raking them in 
fen worst possible way, because tkm would 
ha least capable of extended service. If 
fe was meant that the country AmU 4* 
tvfft .my benefit from a newkvy of tmone, 
srijp mere they aofe raised for the regular 
Wy* were not fenc&le regiments 

mlfedf 

' Vm Emi<d Wm/mortiaei argued in fa* 
Unuir of the ML inasmuch m its benefleial 
aMi&t wesito sat loose a conriderabk nod 
pmusabk offensive force. Brum the coo- 
Jdsttttaon of the Irish militia and their at- 
0 t kmmA to their leaders, he asgaed the 


moat dmfrnbfe advantages would result 
from this measure. From what he knew 
of th country, daring the time of bis 
bolding a high appointment in it, be was 
persuaded this measuie, aud the other 
connected with it for augmenting the Irish 
ipdiue, would very little, if at all, inter¬ 
fere with the recruiting for the regular 
army. Our volunteer force having now 
reached its utmost desirable extent, ha 
thought every plan should be pursued 
which had"for its object, like the present, 
an encrease to the offensive force of the 
country, He would ask any noble Lord, 
whether he really thought the military 
force of this country was too large for the 
various services which might be required 
of ithr-There was nothing new nor un¬ 
precedented m the object proposed by the 
bill now before th© House. The wisdom 
of parliament had upon former occasions, 
and when the exigency of affairs required 
it, adopted measures analogous to the 
present, and founded upon the same prin¬ 
ciple, as led them to increase the military 
establishment during the last war. It then 
amounted to about 165.000 men, inde¬ 
pendent of the yeomanry cavalry. Now, 
it was to be considered that the numbers 
should at present be less, even with the 
addition proposed by the bills now pend¬ 
ing in parliament, than what were then on 
foot. The additional force which it was 
proposed to raise m Ireland, would have 
the advantage of its being done at a much 
Leas expence than could be accomplished 
by any other method. Nor, be was satis¬ 
fied* would it interfere with the recruiting 
for the army. Tins his Lordship illus¬ 
trated by a comparison of the different 
bounties which were payable for recruiting 
for thi regulars and for the militia ‘in Ire* 
land. Another advantage was, that it 
would produce, in a comparatively short 
space of rime, an additional efficient force 
$0 the country, which might be of the 
greatest advantage* He could not help 
ihjnking, that it was by the active measure© 
jwwaued for increasing the Irish militia 
upon a former occasion, when internal re¬ 
bellion* and a foreign force combined to 
attack Ireland, that its preservation was 
ehiafly to be ascribed. His Lordship de¬ 
clared himself a sincere well-wisher to the 
'plan, sis fa* -as it could be rendered prac¬ 
ticable, of a mutual exchange of the mili¬ 
tia regiments of each country. He argued 
i* favour of such an interchange, if it 
could brought about, from the past ex- 
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pericrnce of the advantages of English re¬ 
giments of militia having volunteered their 
services to Ireland; as well as from the 
consideration, funded upon the feelings 
of human nature, that in case of any fu¬ 
ture insmrection in Ireland, Irish militia¬ 
men would feel more at the thought of at* 
tacking those with whom they were con¬ 
nected by the tics of blood and friendship, 
than they would in turning their arms 
against a foreign enemy who might dare to 
invade our bhones. 

Eail D amity said, he could not co¬ 
incide with the arguments of the noble 
Earl who had spoken last, He could see 
little or no analogy between the circum¬ 
stances of the present time and the period 
alluded to by the noble Lord, when inter¬ 
nal insurrection actually reigned in Ire¬ 
land, which was the time when the offer of 
several English regiments of militia for that 
country was accepted. He could see no 
good ground on which the present mea- 
suie was brought forward. Was it pro¬ 
fessed to be on account of the imminent 
danger to which this country was exposed ? 
Eor Ins part, he thought that Ireland was* 
equally v ulnerable as any part of G. Bri¬ 
tain. This was, therefore, an additional 
reason with his Lordship for objecting to 
the present bill, because he considered 
that it tended to do injustice to Ireland, 
by withdrawing from her shores those 
native forces to which she looked with con¬ 
fidence in the hour of danger. 

Lord Egremoat came to tfre House pre¬ 
pared to vote for the bill, on the supposi¬ 
tion that the service was to be reciprocal; 
but as this reciprocity had been disclaimed, 
lie felt himself obliged to vote against it. 

Lord Grenville argued strongly in oppo¬ 
sition to the bill. He insisted that* there 
was no necessity for it, either for the se¬ 
curity of this country, or, as some noble 
Lords had argued, for the better consoli¬ 
dation of the union between G. Britain 
and Ireland. He considered the present 
measure as connected with the important 
question, whether there should be a reci¬ 
procity of services between the militias of 
the two countries ? his Lordship said he 
disliked this indirect way of bringing for¬ 
ward this subject; but if ever k were made 
a distinct proposition, he promised noble 
Lords that he would pay tp it all that at¬ 
tention which its importance deserved. At 
present, l>e should only observe the re* 
commendation which had been untiled ip 
favour of soc& reciprocity from the a*em* 
Vol. IL 


pte of the union between England and 
land; but it was to be considered, that ft 
was many years after that union before 
any militia had been established for Scot¬ 
land, and even then, it was not judged 
expedient to enact that the Scotch mili* 
tia should be liable to serve out of Scot- 
land. His Lordship denied that this mea¬ 
sure would extend the disposeable force bf 
the country, as it only went to bring f6r* 
ward one limited force to supply another 
of the same description. He also objected 
to it oh the ground of its giving counte¬ 
nance to military deliberate bodies; k 
principle this, which, m its consequences, 
endangered the subversion of the consti¬ 
tution. He would admit, that cases might 
arise which would justtiy the violation of 
this principle; but he did not think it was 
necessaty to allow of such violation at the 
present period. His Lordship then pro¬ 
ceeded to tak# notice of the censure which 
had been passed by a noble Lord (Lime¬ 
rick) on a late meeting of the Lords Lieu¬ 
tenants and militia officers of England, 
being members of parliament. He thought 
that their convening together and delife¬ 
rating on the effects of a measure pending 
in parliament, so far from deserving cen¬ 
sure, was really doing no mote than what 
was strictly within the line of their duty. 
His Lordship said, as he could see no 
necessity for the present measure, the only 
question on which it could be fairly argued 
was, as to the expediency of bringing over 
10,000 men from Ireland into this coun¬ 
try ; and he argued that it was*a measure 
founded on a mistaken policy, as such an 
effective body of men could not easily be 
replaced in Ireland, and it went merely to 
weaken the garrison of Ireland in order to 
strengthen the garrison of this country. 
By so doing, Ireland, be thought would 
have a right to complain. Uis Lordship 
concluded with lamenting the attack which 
had been made by the Lor& Chancel lof of 
Ireland (Lord Redesdale) on the Catholics 
of that Country, inasmuch as It tended & 
increase the disaffection of that body, and 
appeared to ’be peculiarly ill timed and 
unconciliWting; more especially when it 
was recollected that a considerable propor¬ 
tion of the Irish militia regiments who hdd 
volunteered, thek * sendees, consisted of 
that description of persons/ * * 

front MttJtesbnrj disclaimed all raten- 
doff, on tiie part of administration; to 
bring forward# indirectly the subject ©f*a 
reciprocity of sejhiMbetween tiONhitttita 
L 
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0f the two countries* At the Janie time other collateral measures for raising an m- 
he foil no hesitation in* saying, that the crease qf the military force in Ireland, 
near$r they could practically approach to He denied therefore that the objection was 
that principle? the more consentaneous well founded, which the nobJe Lord (Gren- 
would it be, in his opinion, to the pfrmci- vilfo) had made Us© of, that it would 
pie on which the union between the two weaken the garrisons of Ireland, inasmuch 
Countries was founded* At the same time, as it was not meant that this measure, were 
he was fully sensible, that however de- it to pass into a Jaw, should be unme- 
sirAble such a measure was, theoretically diately acted upon* but only that his Ma- 
considered, this was not the proper time jesty should be empowered so to do, when 
for attempting to bring it forward, as he circumstances arose which might appear to 
was aware that it would tend to revolt the render it expedient and .nece-sary. lie 
prejudices of the people of this country, answered, that the noble Lord's objection 
lie thought it rather extraordinary, that would be doing injusucc to Ireland. He 
So many noble LoVds should have consi- was persuaded the people of that country 
dtered the offer made by several militia would not consider it in that point of 
regiments of Ireland as a dangerous deli- view. She had already cxperiomed the 
deration of urmed bodies; and should benefits which had accrued to her from the 
have made so serious an objection to these former offer of English miluia regime nts 
offers upon this ground. Circumstances to assist in quelling the rebellion winch 
might arise which would render such deli- raged id that country; an otfer this, which, 
berate offers unavoidable and necessary; he verily believed, had tended in its con- 
fend they had actually occurred, without sequences to the saltation of Ireland, 
involving any inconvenience or danger, m The Earl of Romney rose to repel the 
the course of the last war. Ills Lordship attack which had been made by a noble 
instanced, in the case of the troops that Lord upon the late meeting of the lords 
volunteered tbeir services to Portugal, and j lieutenants and oiiictis ot nuhtia regi- 
other Irish regiments that had been raised ments. lie saxl he had the honour of 
bn the express condition, that their ser* being One, who in the former capacity, had 
vices were not to extend beyond Europe, attended this meeting, which had drawn 
who had volunteered their services to upon it the seventy ot his Lordship’s ani- 
Africa, and who had afterwards acquired ; madversion. He saw nothing culpable in 
so much honour to themselves by tpe vie* j their proceedings. He was suie they were 
lories which they obtained in Egypt.-***11is actuated by the purest motives. He thought 
Lordship then adverted to the late meeting it was fitting for officers commanding mili* 
of thb Lords Lieutenants and officers ot tia regiments# and holding places m par- 
militia regimentB who had published the liameut, to meet together, and consider 
resolutions which they came to in the pub* the tendency of measures brought forward 
lie papers. With every degrees of respect in pailiament, and which tended to en- 
and deference which he entertained for the trench upon the original principles on 
individuals composing that meeting, yet, which their constitution was formed. His 
when he viewed them as convened in ade- Lordship then went into an historical de¬ 
liberate capacity, canvassing the dclibera* 1 tail of the causes which led to the ojiginal 
lions of parliament on a subject of great i establishment of the militia, and concluded 
national importance, he must fairly say, with declaring, that much as he was in- 
that they appeared to him to have acted dined to support every measure tending 
wrong, and, without wishing to give of- to invigorate and increase the military 
fonce, to declare his opinion, that they Mlength of the <ouuiij, and highty as he 
had been misled in judgment, more parti- deemed birawllhoiumred by Jus Majesty 
cularly as they seemed to have* assembled J in being appointed a lord licut., he would 
together rn a military body, the officers, sooner throw up hi$ appointment than be 
connoted with the lords lieutenants, being deterred from acting up to the best of his 
cplonds ofmiUjta regimetits**f4Iis Lord* judgment, as an independent member of 
ship then recurred to the measure imme- parliament* 

diatdy before the House, which he de- Lord Hwfyshury assured "the noble 
feuded as One ofall others the mostly Lord, that ho meant nothing disrespectful 
in execution; promoting an increase of to his Lordship, in any remarks he had 
Iforce in the most expedition and least ex- made respecting a late meeting of the 
pehsive manner, Beings connected Wt$i Colonels of the English mihtia regiments, 



nor to arty individual composiagtUat body j 
at the same time, he must adhere to the 
opinion already given, as to the delibe¬ 
rative meetings of colonels of militia re¬ 
giments holding and publishing their opi¬ 
nions in a manner calculated to overawe 
the parliament, us to a measure under 
their mature deliberation. In this part of 
their conduct, and in lending the aid of 
their names to a meeting held, and to re* 
solutions published in their uame, he must 
repeat it, that, according to constitutional 
principles, in his opinion, they were 
chargeable with an error of judgment. 

Lord Carnarvon also defended the con¬ 
duct of the noblemen and gentlemen who 
composed that meeting; if they had been 
guilty of an error in deliberating, it was 
Ministers who led them into that error, 
by inviting deliberations among the sol¬ 
diers which composed those militia regi¬ 
ments who now offered their services,—The 
question being called foi^ the House divid¬ 
ed, when there appeared, 
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Majority - 28 

The bill was read a second time accord¬ 
ingly; after which the House adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, [ 

Thursday , April 19 * 

This day being fixed for a ballot on the 
petition complaining of au undue election 
and return for tfio borough of llchester* in 
Somersetshire, the Speaker, at four o*clock, 


counted the House, wfaeto there beingf^o 
more than 57 member® pre&ent, the House 
was of course adjourned to to-morrow* \v 

house of lords. 

Friday f Aprils. 

[IrishMiliti a Aug mentation Bill. | 

Lord Hawktsbury observed, that it wa? 
rather beyond the usual hour at which it 
was generally understood the public busi¬ 
ness should commence; and, therefore, 
although he did not wish to hurry any 
noble Lord, who might wish to deliver hi® 
opinion on the bill before the House, yet 
he would submit it to the consideration of 
noble Lords,' whether it would not be pro¬ 
per to proceed. For himself, he always 
made it a rule to attend at five o'clock* 
which he understood la be the time fixed 
for proceeding.—After a few words from 
the Lord Chancellor, Earls Spencer and 
Romney, in which it was observed, that 
it was a mark of deference due to the exe¬ 
cutive govt*, to attend at the hour at 
which it was understood that the d*seus^ 
sion of .any measure brought forward by 
them should take place, » , 

Lord Hobart rose, and stated, that 1$ 
was not hi3 intention to enter much upon 
the merits of the measure recommended* - 
and to be provided for by the bill, which 
he intended to move should be now read a 
second time. The question bad, in a great 
measure, been disposed of by the argu* 
merits that had been urged last night, and 
he would only trouble the House with a 
few of those which he conceived to be 
most material* It had been much objected 
to the measure, when under discussion in 
another place, that it would not add to the 
disposable force of the country. From 
this he must beg leave to dissent; for, - al¬ 
though certainly the 10,0(X) Irish militia 
that were to be raised, were not of .that 
description of force that would be subject 
to be seat upon ordinary military service* 
yet they nh^tt be considered, to a certain 
extent, as a disposable force, inasmuch 
as they,might enable hi® , Majesty to detach 
an k equal number of the regular force 
wherever k may benecessary, i Witfa re~ * 
spec* to any opposition that the bill may 
meet with, although it , wa® in all respects 
of the samo precise tenor with a 
measure brought forward by the lat# adr 
mimstraUdn„ h« l could notexpecLontbat 
account, that it would be found less wjec- 
: Uonable,: partio%^i; by j a f Lord 

(Grenville) oh on opposite bench* lie 

f * 




c&uld perojiva-a fixed dippopUy?Jijn that 1 whole of the measures of the present ad- 
ttqple Lord to dbcry those measures of the f ministration were calculated to thwart and 

cross each other. He concluded with 


present govt, which bore the greatest afli- 
to the measures of that govt, in which 
a distinguished plape. Although 
that noble Lord hud formerly sanctioned 
Similar measures, aftd Supported them 
*|ith all his acknowledged, ability, yet the 

E circumstance of their being intro* 
id by the present ministers, was suffi¬ 
cient to induce him to condemn them as 
absurd, puerile, and inefficient. It would 
fee for. the noble Lord to.establish his con- 
sfeteutsy, but he professed he could not 
^ifepferapdn what principle of that kind 
feenoble Lord could now reprobate those 
measures he but a very few years agoap- 
ptwed. He wished, however, noble Lords 
to understand, that measures are now pur¬ 
suing to augment the disposeable force to 
fee amount of £$,000 more than at pre. 
sent; consequently it #ould be seen that 
govt. are not inattentive to their duty, 
fire noble Lord adverted to the observa¬ 
tions which had been made the preceding 
evenfeg, respecting the correspondence 
Cftrried on by a noble Lord (ftedesdale) 
in Ireland, and observed that he;hud ne¬ 
ver, before that evening, conceived that 
private correspondenceought to be made 
the subject of public avowal, or disavowal 
on tire part of govt. He would not de¬ 
tain the House longer, but move, that 
the bill before them be read a second 
time. 

JEarl Spenter professed, that his objec¬ 
tion to this measure did not originate in 
any opinion which he might have formed 
<fe the letters alluded to by the noble Segjkl 
fef State. With respect to the principle] 
« the measure, he must condemn it alto¬ 
gether. It was impolitic, at the present 
moment, to take so large a portion of* the 
fertfe as 10,900 from the* defence of Ire¬ 
land. He must also contend, that it was 
temlitic and unwise to make suph an adr 
dfttion for limited service only. We ought 
bp add to our disposable force, and ttoere- 
fefe be wouk} recommend^ Urn instead of 
creasing the militia of Ireland, at the 
life of '4 guineas per man beauty,'h© would 

the tmm.pl 
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fflfty n©W« Karl w*» h»ppy u» 
■«$»• >b*t they 
had gott heard ■ from Se-c* of 

*hs* it wift fe jpontpmpift* 
■‘■-^1 to ««gmefttihe dispoaenble for«e; 'tout 
'' uto mot;--W%,,'«|(Sfv«(i i g,'. that the 


giving his decided negative to the motion 
for the second reading. 

Lord Grenville would not enter into any 
length of discussion on this day, as many 
nobje Lords, beside himself, were much 
fatigued from the length which the debate 
of the preceding evening had taken. lie 
wished it, however, to be understood, that 
it was not because his opinions were 
changed. He should take another oppor* 
tunity of discussing the measure, and 
would not suffer any observations which 
might be made by noble Lords opposite, 
respecting the acts which hud passed dur¬ 
ing the time in which he formed a part of 
the administration, from giving his decided 
opposition to a measure, which he consi¬ 
dered as one of the most weak, pitiable, 
and puerile measures which have disgraced 
the present ministry. Whatever might 
have been the construction of the acts to 
which the allusion had been made, the 
Houte would recollect the difference of 
situation in which the country is placed at 
the present period, and at the time to 
which the noble Lord had alluded. If 
ministers could not discriminate, the House 
and the country would; and nothing should 
deter him front delivering his sentiments 
openly and fairly, as an honest member of 
Parliament. lie trusted that proper notice 
would be given of the next stages of the 
bill, as many noble Lords not present 
wished to discuss it. 

The Lord Ckahcelfar acknowledged, that 
he was never more surprised, than at the 
declaration of the noble Baron, that he 
would not deb^rte the principle of the bill 
at present. When that noble Lord, on 
thq preceding evening, with all the gravity 
that belonged to him, declared, when it 
was proposed to read the bill a second 
time, that he had more objections to make 
to it than to the bill which they had then 
debated, he really thought that the House 
had a right to expect that he would come 
i’down prepared to state those objections. 
Ife afeured the noble Lord, that his Ma- 
ministers were not afraid to meet 
him and his friends, whenever they chose, 
in defending any of their measures, weak, 
puerile, and what not, as he had described 
them. He hoped, however, that when the 
noble Lord considered that the measures 
which he was now; objecting to, and cha¬ 
racterising by such epithets, were similar 
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to, though infinitely letter than those should, come to this country, would they 
which he himself hud introduced, that, he not be subject to the operation of the gel 
would cease to speak of them in such of the 1st of George I. ? The restraints 
terms. He was sony to think that the and penalties of that act were these: in* 
noble Lord and his friends felt- so much capacity to be guardians to their own chife J 
indisposed after their last hight’s fatigue* dren; to be executors or administrators $ 
lie could assure him, that his Majesty’s to sue in courts of justice; and a penalty 
ministers were fully prepared to enter of 5001* and imprisonment Besides this* 
upon the discussion. They felt within would they not also .be subject to the 
them all the strength and spirits of giants penalties for not taking the test ? Numbers 
refreshed, and they challenged the noble of the privates, and many of the offiem 
Lord to the contest. He, for one, was in the Irish militia, were Roman ffetholfci; 
prepared to defend the present measure, and these penalties extended to privotek 
which, in common with all the other mea- as well as officers, by the 1st of Geo. IL 
suresof the present ministers, were branded It was certainly not right that these per* 
by his noble friend (lie hoped be would sons, who had so gallantly volunteered 
allow him to call him so now, he hoped he their services, should be in this unex- 
should call him so when all the nonsense peetbd situation; and if lie were not mis* 
of politics was over) with the epitliets of taken in his idea, Some clause ought to be 
weak,.pitiable, and he knew not what, framed to provide an express remedy. 

He saw no reason why the discussion The Lard Chancellor complained a little 
should be delayed, unless the noble Lord of the suddenness of the objection. He 
did not feel himself so confident at this conceived, howeyer, that the plain and 
moment as he appeared to be last night. necessary construction of the present bill 
Lord Grenville did not wish to discon- was, that the King being enabled to accept 
cert the good humour of the noble and the services of the Irish militia regiment^ 
learned Lord. If, as he had declared, his he must accept them such as they were. 
Majesty’s ministers felt like “ giants re- with such privileges as the law of Ireland, 
Freshed,” he could assure the noble Lord, guaranteed by the Union, had granted 
that those on the same side of the House them. He therefore conceived that any 
with him did not feel, from anv thing that clause to grant the privileges and exemp- 
had lately occurred in that House, that tions to the Roman Catholics of the Irkftt 
they had any reason to suppose that they militia, when here, would be superfluous, 
had been discomfited. But really the Earl Fitzxvilliam thought the objection 
cause why he wished to postpone the dis-t of the right rev. Prelate most important, 
cussion was, that many noble Lords, to- He sa\V a further difficulty: suppose dffi* 
whom it was impossible to attend ou this, cers in the Irish militia to be raised in 
evening, were anxious to be present when! rank, were they, on receiving their new 
the principle should hn debated, and it«pnmi63ien$, to qualify? With respect to 
was his wish to accommodate them. AV construction of the bill given by the 
that might as well be done on the consi-, learned Lord, he felt great doubts, 
deration of the report, or on the third The I&rd Chancellor said, what was law 
reading, he saw no absolute necessity for could ot% be determined in the courts of 
pressing it in Che present stag© of the bill, justice, and it whs not for him to say ho m 
The bill was then read a*second time, they might decide; but he believed ftfe 
and committed for Monday .-*-The House had given the true construction of the 
then resolved itself into a committee on bill. 

the Irish Militia Offer Bill, Lord Mmboroqgk said, if the question 

[Irish militia offer rill.]— The was brought before himin the court whom 
Bishop of St. Asaph observed, that many' he presided, he should determine the con* 
of the persons coming here as Irish mill- struction to be, that the Irish militia 
tiamen might be in a situation pi great coming into ftis part of the realm, under 
difficulty, concerning which he would ex- ife author^, Would come With oll ffio 
press his fears to the noble «and learnedi privifegin dad exmptiWr'toey 
Lords near him. By an ac tf t of the Irish militia iivlrefend. It would be a hatih 
Parliament, Homan Catholics serving in construction, indeed, to soy, that tliy 
the militia-were relieved from the re, would be subject to testramtsand penalties 
stmints and penalties of the few against for an actwhich, though Oarily thdr own 
ithe Roman Catholics. But when they deed, yet *n«*t ev*dfuaHy be^onsidered as 
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i 8 »*t otthe legislature and bis Majesty's I Sec: Yorke moved, that the Lords’ amend' 

‘ 

Lord Girairilk said, after what had been 
»ai<Lby tlie learned Lord who apoke last, 

Jhts Darnel was perfectly satisfied as to the 
law on the question; yet he thought it 
prudent, to allay any fears in the .persons 
UPOcerwed, that an express*clause should 
declare it. , * 

■ The Lord Chancellor objected to such a 
clause; as,, in providing for that objection, 
k vt'ould point out many others, if the ge¬ 
neral words of the law were not them* 
selves a remedy* which such clause would 
confess to he the case. 

Lord fMaiburovgh said, he had drawn 
jd|p a clause, which he would now suggest, 
t $8 he might not be present when it should 
he introduced; tliis clause provided that 
Irish militia should be exempt from all 
Restraints and penalties, in like manner as 
they were in Ireland. 

« Lord Harvkcsbwy objected to the intro¬ 
duction of such a clause as unnecessary. 

But he thought it would be right to adjourn 
the farther consideration of this subject to 
A subsequent stage of the bill, when their 
Lordships might be prepared to decide on 
.the question, which had come rather sud¬ 
denly upon them.—Some verbal amend¬ 
ments were made in the bill; and the 
House being resumed, the report was or¬ 
dered to be received bn Monday next.— 

Adjourned to Monday. 


meats to the Volunteer Ml should be 
taken into consideration on Monday next. 
—Lord Portchester gave notice that' he 
should, on Friday next, bring forward a 
motion relative to the orders sent to the 
settlements in. India, for the purpose of 
detaining French vessels on the occasion 
of the war.—Mr. Fox also gave notice of 
a motion for an account of the transports 
that had been taken up for bringing over 
the Hanoverian troops, for the same day. 

*—The House went into a committee on 
the report of the committee for carrying 
into effect the act for making an inland 
navigation between Inverness and Fort 
William, in Scotland. The committee 
came to a resolution, that a bill should be 
brought in for making a further provision 
for making and maintaining the said navi- 


HOllSE OF COMMONS. 

\ Friday, April 20. 

;.(Minu?is»]— The House met pursujj 
^adjournment, and proceeded to ball 
for i committee to try the merits of the 
petition* complaining of an undue election 
and return for the borough of Ilcliester.— 
Jftr. Rose moved* that there be laid be¬ 
fore the House an account of the produce 
|of all the permanent taxes iu the years 
Raiding the 5th of Jan. 1803, and the 5 th 
Jam distinguishing those which had 
imposed previous to the, year 1793, 
t^ose, laid on since; also distinguish* 
•MJ 1 the amount of the duties which had 


previous to the 5 th of 


|in, ISdai ltD^orc receiye<l in tbe course 
of 18C$t$Wthe amount of the dude, 
postponed pwviop* to the 5th of Jan. 
1804, which Mi been received in nhc 
nrse of the present year, likewise shew -1 
diminutioh of the revenue hi pay- 1 
tit of corn bountipi, OrtJered,-*-Mr. 


gation. The' House being resumed, the 
report was brought up, the resolution 
agreed to, and a bill ordered accordingly. 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
notice, that in the committee of supply 
on Monday, he should move a grant for 
making a provision for that purpose.—Mr. 
Kinnaird moved, that there be laid before, 
the House an account of the dates of all 
dispatches sent out by the secret commit¬ 
tee of thp Fast India Company, to the 
different presidencies in India, from the 
8 th of March, the day of his Majesty's 
message, till the rupture with France. Or¬ 
dered.—Mr. Kinnaird gave notice, that 
on Monday he should move an humble 
address to his Majesty, praying that his 
Majesty would be graciously pleased to 
order to be laid before the House a list of 
ill officers on half pay. 

[\V 41 t in India.]— Mr. Kinnaird rose 
tp make a motion for papers, to which*, 
from what had taken place yesterday in 
another part of the legislature, he did not 
suppose there would be any objection. 
The ground on which he rested his motion 
was, the nptoriety of certain facts, and 
the right the House had to expect official 
information on a subject of such import* 
ance. The object of his motion was to 
have laid before the House copies of the 
dispatches which had been sent by.his 
Majesty’s govt, to the different presidencies 
in India, and the commanding officers 
there, as ell as to the governor of the 
island of St, Helena, on his Majesty's 
messages of March and May last. "The 
message of the 8 th of March had been 
known at Calcutta so early as the 24tU of 
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June, though no official account had 
reached it till* the 5th of July. ' On the 
5th of June a French frigate arrived with 
and landed troops at Pondicherry; on 
the 13th Linois arrived there, but on the 
14th a corvette reached him with dis¬ 
patches, in consequence of which he cut 
lus cables in the night, and escaped. The 
hon. member then, adverted to the different 
periods at which the different presidencies 
had been made acquainted with the rup¬ 
ture, and contended, that if the facts he 
stated could not be controverted, they 
were a proof of gross and criminal neglect 
on the part of his Majesty's ministers. 
As to St. Helena, no dispatches whatever 
had been sent by govt, to that island, apd 
the first iutunatiou of the rupture was re¬ 
ceived there in the mouth of Oct, from an 
English frigate, which carried a prize thi¬ 
ther, He hoped his Majesty's ministers- 
could prove that every necessary precau- j 
tion had been taken to secure our posses¬ 
sions in that quarter, and that if any niis- 
fortune were to be the consequence of the 
escape of Linois, it would not be attribu¬ 
table to their neglect. The hon. gent, 
then moved, that an humble address be 
presented to his Majesty, requesting that 
he would be graciously pleased to give 
directions, that there be laid before the 
House copies of all the dispatches sent to 
the different presidencies in India, and the 
officers commanding by land and sea 
there, communicating his Majesty's mes¬ 
sage of the 8th of March; also, of the 
dispatches to the same, communicating 
the rupture with France; also, an account 
of the dates of the receipts of said dis¬ 
patches respectively; also, copies of the 
dispatches to the governor of the island of 
St. Helena, communicating the message 
of the 8th of March, and the rupture, 
with an account of the dates of their 
receipt. . . 

l*or& Castkreagh said, he had no objec¬ 
tion to the production of the papers; if 
he could feel any, it was only that they 
did not go far enough. As to the circum¬ 
stance alluded to by the hon. member, 
which had taken place in another House, 
he could assure him that there would hate 
been no objection ip that quarter, if the 
motion had been brought forward after a 
regular notice. The noble‘Lord then 
stated, that distinct and positive dft^ j 
patches*had beep sent out by his Majesty s 
ministers, and by the secret committee at 
the India House, to the different prefci* 


dencies, and to the officers commanding 
in India, both on his Majesty's message 3 uf 
March aud May.—The motions were theft 
agreed to. 

[Army or Reserve StrSfEKSton 
Bill.]—M r, Secretary York* moved the 
order of the day for the House to resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole House 
on the Army of Reserve Suspension Bill, 
The order being read, the right bom gen£ 
said, that when he had the honour ofpio- 
posing to the House this bill, he was lio# 
aware that he should be under the neces¬ 
sity of postponing the consideration of it* 
as he was now about to propose. The 
clauses, which lie felt it his duty to sub¬ 
mit, were not ready this day; and as 
Wednesday next was understood to he aii 
open day, he should hope the right bon, 
gent. (Mr. Pitt) would haye no objection 
to this question being postponed until 
Wednesday next, and the committee of 
ways and means might be deferred‘until 
Friday. lie therefore now moved, that 
the House do, on Wednesday next, resolve 
itself iuto the said committee. 

Mr. Pitt said, he heard this motion 
with some surprise. An hon. friend of his 
gave notice, that it was his wish, before 
the House went into a committee on this 
bill, to take an opportunity of stating his 
reasons against the farther progress of this 
bill at the present time; and it was his 
wish, instead of suspending the operation 
of the Army of Reserve Bill, to ingraft 
upon it a plan for the augmentation and 
improvement of the regular army. If the 
right hon. gent had clauses to propose in 

* bill ? and he was not prepared with 
m at present, it was a good reason for 
postponing the committee on the bill, and 
he would have no objection to that course 
being tab®* 1 * supposing the House to bt 
determined that this bill should be cotnj- 
miited at all; but the whole argument ho 
had to urge would go to shew* that instead 
of making any farther progress in this bill 
for the suspension of the army of reserve* 
the iidfise ought to consider what could 
be ingrafted upon it, as a system for the 
improvement of therfcgular army t his in¬ 
tention was tohave objected to jthe Speaker'! 
leaving the Chair, and to propose 
poning the consideration of this bil\ for a 
forfnightj' giVe 1 td Jtfsasfcff; M 

opjfortupitjr pf submitting, and the llb^ 
of considering, his ideas upoiv tljilsul^rt, 
which h& Was tfewly 1 ‘ 

There was, therefore, nothing in the right 
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lion- gqnt/s postponing hi? causes, that 
should prevent' the House discussing the 
question that the Speaker do leave the 
Chair $ for, if it should he the opiuion of 
i&e House that the bill was altogether un¬ 
necessary, there need be no time allowed 
to prepare clauses for the farther progress 
of it. The House might now determine, 
that* instead of postponing the bill until 
Wednesday, it should be*postponed alto¬ 
gether, in order to give way for another 
plan in preference to it. Therefore if he 
•greed to postponing the hill until he 
thought proper, it should be made Wed- 
|»0eday se'ennight, or fortnight, and that 
for the express purpose of affording an 
Opportunity pf his submitting another plan 
for the adoption of the House, which was 
founded on a system of increasing the re- 
lar army for our defence, fboth now and 
future, upon a permanent foundation. 
At the same time, if any ground could be 
stated to shew it to be in any considerable 
degree inconvenient to ministers to enter 
On the investigation of this subject, at 
this moment, he should not wish to press 
the matter, to create that inconvenience 
to govt.; but the House should under¬ 
stand that he was prepared to state his 
ideas upon this important subject this day. 
The House was assembled for the purpose 
Of having it discussed now. The clauses 
alluded to by the right hou. gent, not be¬ 
ing ready, could be no reason for the de¬ 
lay. If ministers had any reasons to allege 
for the delay* he was ready to hear them, 
and hd was disposed to give them any ac¬ 
commodation that was necessary; but the 
reason hitherto stated, was not any thing 
on which the House could very consist¬ 
ently act against the taking its sense upon 
the preliminary ejection to the Speaker's 
leaving the Chair this day, .and that course 
being taken* would accomplish the very 
object the right hon, gent, had in view; 
for the debate would most. probably con- 
fifou© to an hour that would make a de¬ 
railed discussion on the clauses impossi¬ 
ble; at least, if the progress went'so far 
mi^ the place of the proposed clauses of 
the right bon. gent, which were not ready, 
the discussion might be stopped, and post* 
pooed to a day on which he thought ho 
might be prepared, than winch nothing 
Was easier* He tad stated thus to the 
House* th&t a discussion of this imfjprt. 
fcnee should tm be unnecessarily delayed ; 
fW I now, before be proceeded farther* lie 

* f 


should wait for the reasons of the right 
hon. gent. 

Mr. Secretary York* said, that a debate 
of this importance should not be brought 
on until the materials were properly pre¬ 
pared. He had already stated why he 
could not go into the committee on this 
bill at present, because the amendments 
he had to propose were not ready. It 
could not be ascertained how long the 
debate on the Speaker's leaving the chair 
might continue; he was, therefore, justi¬ 
fied in proposing to postpone the discus¬ 
sion on this bill, and it was essential, if 
the bill passed at all, that it should pass 
with all reasonable expedition. It was 
competent, certainly, to the right hou. 
gent, to propose postponing this bill for a 
greater length of time than was now pro¬ 
posed, or to move tor putting it off alto¬ 
gether, and it would be open to him on 
any day, if he gave notice, lo propose his 
plan \o the House, and if the House 
should think that his plan was preferable 
to this bill, the House might postpone the 
bill to make way for it. lie had now 
stated his leasons for postponing the bill 
for the tiiSe he mentioned ; the right hon. 
gent, might move an 4 amendment to that 
motion, and if he did, he should state lo 
the House his reasons for not postponing 
this bill farther than lie had proposed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
should hope the right hon gent, would 
not persist m his objection for postponing 
this bill further than Wednesday next • 
nor would he be precluded fiom moving 
to postpoue the bill at auy time. An op¬ 
portunity would be as well afforded to 
him on the question for the Speaker leav* 
ing the chair, as if it were now moved. 
He might also, on that night, bring for¬ 
ward his plan as well as if he did it now: 
the right hon. gent, therefore, could not be 
fettered or embarrassed by acquiescing in 
the motion now before the lloiHe, be¬ 
cause, on Wednesday, he Could propose 
a still farther delay. It might «be said, 
that the question of loading the chair had 
nothing to do with the clauses that might 
be proposed in die committee; but al¬ 
though it was not quite regular, .yet the 
practice often was to slate the substance 
of clauses intended to be proposed, before 
the House went into a committee; and it 
was ottemimportatit that the House should 
be possessed of that information, although 
somewhat irregular, for it often afforded 
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the House means of judging whether it 
ought to gp into a committee or not: the 
only question then was, whether the right 
hon. gent, should state his objections to 
the bill now, or take the opportunity that 
would be afforded him of doing so on 
Wednesday? The right hon. gent, himself 
acquiesced in the idea, that his plan should 
not be brought forward until after the dis¬ 
cussion on the suspension of the army of 
reserve had taken place; and he thought 
it was understood that the right hon. gent* 
would not bring forward his plan until 
sifter the discussion should have taken 
place on the army of reserve: but be that 
us it might, he must submit that it was 
due to the ordinary disposition of the 
House, that those who have any matters 
to propose, may be allowed the time they 
want to prepare what they have to bring 
forward; and although he could not state 
the circumstances with strict propriety, 
yet he could not forbear saying, that se¬ 
veral members of the House were ap¬ 
prized of the intention of the right hon. 
gent, to postpone his motion. He was 
sure he should have credit for what he 
said; it was, ui point of fact, a truth, 
that several members of that House, who 
were not now present, had been impressed 
with an idea that the House would not 
proceed on this matter to-day. He con¬ 
tended, that no possible inconvenience 
could arise from the course proposed by 
his right hon. friend \ for the right hon. 
gent, would have as full and fair an op¬ 
portunity on Wednesday, as he had to¬ 
day, of bringing forward his proposition: 
at the same time, he did not think it was 
worth while to protract the discussion at 
the present moment; and if it should 
be the pleasure of the House to pro¬ 
ceed on the bill, he hoped that no time 
would be wasted in preliminary discus- 
aions. 

Mr* Fox said, that the right hon* the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer seemed to 
think that the right hon. gent (Mr.Yorke) 
had expressed some doubt of his being 
ready to-day; but so far from it, that 
gent had postponed the discussion from 
Wednesday last to tin* day, on purpose 
that he might be ready. But if the right 
hon. Secretary of State felt, himself less 
ready now than he was on Wednesday last, 
•the probability was, that m Wednesday 
next he would be still less ready, and, 
therefore, he saw no good reason for the 
delay proposed, 

Vot. Ih 


Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that he had 
said he hoped he should ready with th& 
clauses on Friday, but, at the same umi% \i& 
mentioned that one or two of them re¬ 
quired a gpod deal of consideration. He 
avowed that there was no intentioo on the 
part of,his Majesty’s ministers to depre¬ 
cate the discussion of the bill; but they 
merely deprecated going into the commit* 
tee immediately, because they were hot 
ready with the clauses intended to be pro¬ 
posed. 

Mr. Pf^ said, that one of the reason* 
which mduced him to press the dis'eussion* 
was a desire to consult the convenience 6f 
the House# Another was, his wish to bring 
forward the discussion on this subject pre¬ 
vious to any of the other discussions of 
which notices had been given. It was 
with reluctdRce, therefore, he consented 
to his amendment; but as he had the 
strongest desire to accommodate those 
whose duty it was to bring forward and 
arrange the public measures, he should 
not press it in this instance. He must 
say, however, that he did not yield to 
arguments* lie had no reason for be¬ 
ing anxious for this discussion tO-day, 
but to consult the convenience of the 
House, and the only reason assigned wa#, 
that the Artny of Keserve Suspension Bill 
should be discussed before he submitted hi$ 
proposition to the House ; it was with 
considerable reluctance that he consented 
to the delay of this discussion upon such 
a reason: at the same time he felt a strong 
desire to accommodate persons in the 
situation in which ministers professed * 
themselves to be, although he was not 
convinced by their arguments, and to al¬ 
low them all the advantages they thought 
they might gain by time, if they thought a 
fuller attendance was likely to take plaCe 
on another day; and he saw no symptoms 
of indifference in that respect at present* 
the numbers being very considerable. VDji 
would not oppose the delay; he itnrit, 
however, be allowed to remark, that tak¬ 
ing it for granted that a subject would not 
be brought on tire day it was appointed, 
was rather more than gent, were justified 
•in doing, fir « prepared to take the 
sense Of the House on this matter; but d* 
gent, on the bench below him said they 
were not prepared to meet the subject now* 
ifahey thought they could, in aTewdato, 
be in any respect better ablq tb mbdt pk 
'question—if they had neglected 
any gent* proper p*ecau&q% t# 
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that by fresh application some gent who 
were absent now would attend On Wednes¬ 
day, or, frorn any other reason, they should 
think they would be in a better condition to 
meet the case than they were at present, he 
should not oppose the delay ; but the sub- 
joct must be discussed, and he was.anxious 
to submit his plan to the House. But still, 
however reluctant, he must agree to post* 
pone this matter to accommodate minis- 
ters.—The question.was llieu put and car* 
ried, 

[ExcuEQUERBiLn3.]-*-Mr. Alexander, 
On the motion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, brought up the report of the 
(Committee of Ways and Means. On the 
question that the resolutions be read a 
second time, 

Mr. Johnstone rose to object to the fur¬ 
ther issue of Exchequer bill# He consi¬ 
dered 24,800,0001. the sum in this form 
now in the money market, and that it was 
much too large a sum to answer the pur¬ 
poses of national expedience. At the time 
the loan will be proposed, the quantity in 
the market will probably be 25,000,0001. 
and the effect of this enormous quantity, 
if continued, must necessarily be greatly 
to reduce their value. It should be recol¬ 
lected , that last year, when the financial 
negotiations were commenced, we had only 
20 millions in Exchequer bills, and we 
should pause before we departed from the 
established maxims of state policy, which 
had been hitherto regarded with so much 
advantage. It was the more wise at this 
time to economise the pecuniary resources, 
as we might be led into a prodigious ex¬ 
penditure. We may be constrained to call 
Out the volunteer force, and to support, in 
consequence, the expence of this immense 
military body. No less a sum than 16* 
millions is to be raised between the present 
time and the 5th of April next. Another 
motive for the preference of a large loan 
to a small one, to excuse the issue of Ex¬ 
chequer bills, is, that the loyalty loan is to. 
he provided for. If the amount of Exche¬ 
quer bills were to be so extravagantly in- 
creased, we could not rely upon this re¬ 
source for that and similar emergencies; 
and next year, if the minister proceeded as 
he has done, we should pave to fund for 
ExrJs&er bills* in addition to the periodi- ! 
cal Ifil the necessaries of the state will re- 
quir*£ Exchequer bills are now, and have 

£ . for the last months a discount. He 
fed, that instead Of 8 millions in this 
-only 3. millions should be issued.. It 


would, perhaps, be said, that the issue of 
Exchequer bills is not now greater than at 
some former periods. Looking, however, 
at the four last budgets, the quantity was 
never so burthensome as at present in that 
interval. It was true, that under the for¬ 
mer administration, they had been extend¬ 
ed to 26 millions; but the impolicy was 
soon discovered, and, as soon as possible, 
the diminution was effected. On every 
view of the case he could not discern any 
reason why the loan might not in the pre¬ 
sent instance be increased, and the bills 
diminished five millions. If there was a 
plausible objection, it was, that the public 
had been led to expect the approaching 
loan should not exceed l6 millions; but 
he was confident the right hon. gent, would 
not barter away the substantial interests of 
the country to avoid disappointing this ex¬ 
pectation. He was sure the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had the benefit of the state 
nearest his heart, and would be equally 
disposed to sacrifice private feeling or po¬ 
pular applause to promote it. 

Mr. Vansittart agreed in the general 
principle, that an excessive issue of Ex¬ 
chequer bills would be injurious to the 
country, but denied that that was the case 
in the present instance. There were no 
bills outstanding of an earlier date than 
April 1803,, and, from the quantity dis¬ 
charged, the market required a new issue. 
Those now outstanding would be mate¬ 
rially diminished this year, and as the 
whole expenditure of the year was to be 
provided for by the ways and means of the 
year, without including Exchequer bills, a 
large amount of them w ould be paid off in 
the course of the year, and the quantity in 
the market, at any period, would never 
exceed the quantity at any former corre¬ 
sponding period.—A conversation ensued, 
in which 

Mr. Johnstone stated, that, from an at¬ 
tentive investigation of ll>e price current,. 
he had found that Exchequer bills had 
been at a discount of one per cent, from 
the 1st of Jan. to the present time, Mr* 
Dent also stated, that they were at a dis¬ 
count. Mr. Vansittart, and the Chancel* 
lor of the Exchequer stated,«that the bills 
that had been at a discount, were only 
those that hpre an interest of 3d. a day, 
none of^tliose issued by the present govt# 
bearing an interest of 3fd. a day, were at 
a di$eount.~The resolutions were agreed 
to, as well as those respecting the pay and 
clothing of the militia, and the allowance 
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to militia officers; and, hills were ordered 
accordingly, 

[CATHOLICS' IV THE ItUSH MlUTlA.] 
—Mr. Dillon said, he was not aware when 
he gave his vote in favour of the Irish Mi* 
litia Offer Bill, that the Roman Catholics 
in tine Irish militia as soon as they came 
over here would be subject to the penalties 
of the statute of Gto. I. He wished to 
know, whether the right hon. gem. oppo* 
site had provided any remedy for such 
Roman Catholic militiamen, against those 
penalties ? If not, he should, on an early 
day, submit a motion to the House on the 
subject. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the 
hon. gent, might have answered his own 
question. He could not have provided 
any remedy,'but by a legislative measure, 1 
of which the horn ^gent. would have been 
aware, if it had been brought forward. He 
had only to observe, that there was nothing 
applicable to the Irish militia, which was 
not equally applicable to the Irish Catho¬ 
lics in the regiments of tlie line, nor had 
they anything more to apprehend. 

HOUSE OF LOKDS. 

Monday , April 23. 

Counsel were heard in the cause Hunter 
v. Lord Kinnoul, which was ordered to be 
proceeded in on Thursday next.—The Irish 
Linen Manufactory Bill, and several pri¬ 
vate bills, were brought up from the Com¬ 
mons.—The Irish Militia Augmentation 
Bill went through a committee, and was 
ordered to be read a third time to-mor¬ 
row. The other bills on the table were 
forwarded in their several stages, and the 
£Iouse adjourned till to-morrow. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday , April 2 S. 

Minutes.]— Lord Marsham, chairman 
of the committee on the Middlesex elec¬ 
tion, reported, that Benjamin Wield, or¬ 
dered to be taken into custody for disobe¬ 
dience to a summons of the said commits 
tee, had appeared before the committee 
and given his evidence. The said B. 
Wield was ordered to be brought up to. 
morrow to be discharged .—Lord H. Petty 
reported from the Committee on the II- 
cbester election, that Mr. John Maimers 
was duly elected, and that the petition of 
Mr- Ogle was frivolous, and vexatious.- 
Mr, Dillon gave notice of his intention, to 
move, on Monday next, for leave to bring 


in a bill to exempt Catholics serving in the 
Irish militia from the pains' and penalties : 
of the statute of George the First.—Mr* 
C.Dundas presented a petition for leave to 
bring in a bill for defraying the expences 
of prosecutions out of the county rate in 
England and Wales. The petition was re¬ 
ferred to a committee.—Mr. Corry stated, 
that a loan of a million and a quarter had 
been contracted for in Ireland, and gave 
notice that he should submit amotion with* 
respect to it, in the Committee of Supply pn 
Wednesday.—Mr. Corry brought in a bill, 
for continuing certain acts relating to the 
duties iu Ireland. Read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a 2d time to-morrow.—. 
On the motion of Mr. Secretary Yorke, 
the amendments q£ the Lords on the Vo¬ 
lunteer Bill were, according to the prece¬ 
dent on the Militia Bill in 1757, referred 
to a Select Committee to report thereon 
to the House, as it should appear to them 
to be right.-■‘-On the motion of Lord Tem¬ 
ple, Mr. Windham and Mr. Grenville 
were added to this committee; as was Lord 
i Temple on the motion of Mr. Secretary 
; Yorke.—Mr. Alexander brought in bills 
for defraying the charges of the pay* 
clothing, and allowances of the British and 
Irish Militia, and raising the sums of 
S,000,0001. and 1,500,0001. on Exchequer 
Bills, which were all read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a 2d time to-morrow.— 
On the motion of Mr* Secretary Yorke, 
the House went into a committee on the 
Militia Officers* Bill. The report was or¬ 
dered to be received to-morrow.-—On thq 
motion of Mr. Sheridan, the considera¬ 
tion of the petition, relating to the right 
of voting in the borough of Liskeard, was 
deferred from to-morrow till Tbursday.-r* 
Mr. Kinnaird moved that an humble ad¬ 
dress be presented to his Majesty, praying 
that his Majesty do give directions, that 
there be laid before the House a list of all 
Half-pay Officers, distinguishing the ranks* 
and stating those that were on the staff, 
those that were uueitfployed, and fit for 
service. Ordered. > * , - e * > 

[Defence of toe Country.]— Mr. 
Fox, in pursuance of the notice he had 
previously given, rose to make his motion 
relative to the defence of the country, 
addressed the House to the following put? 
port1 am afraid,' Sir, before 1 proceed 
to«di$cuss the motion of which I 
given notice, I shall find it afemlutqly ne¬ 
cessary to make some preliminary obser¬ 
vations* occasioned by t what has fallen 



from lift* ft> ti pe m conv#t%mkm to* this 
House, whenever this,subject of the de¬ 
fence of the country has occasionally been 
touched upon. And* Sir, these prelimi¬ 
nary observations Appear td me the more 
necessary, on account of the construction, 
which embers of this House, and others 
out of it, have been pleased to put on the 
extraordinary zeal which haS appeared, not 
only in this House, but in every tank and 
class of society, in support of the war. 1 
am, Sir, One of those who highly approve 
that zeal, and have ever been forward 
to give it my warmest commendation.) 
’JSfothitig Can, in my opinion, be more pro; 
per, nor redound more highly to the ho¬ 
nour of the country j but, when I see an 
attempt made to turn that seal into the 
course of a fallacious channel, and to 
argue on it as proceeding from an appro¬ 
bation in thdse who possess and evince it 
of the grounds on which the war was ori¬ 
ginally undertaken, or the manner in 
which it Has since been conducted by his 
Majesty's ministers* I feel it necessary to 
fitter my protest against any such assputop* 
tibh, and briefly to shew, that such zeal is 
ki no degree connected with those subjects 
<o which it has been attributed* That 
»Uch a degree of zeal did from the com¬ 
mencement of the war exist is most cer- 
t&u> \ I am myself a very striking and 
exemplary proof of it; that is to say, I felt 
gfty&elf, Sir, from the first moment that I 
Saw hostilities could not be avoided, 
anxious and zealous in the extreme for 
the defence of the country, which I saw 
menaced with au immediate and desperate 
Attack, beyond what had ever before been 
known. . But I can appeal to the recotlec- 
tioti of the members of this House, and to 
that Of the country at large also, that I by 
ho means approved either the mode of 
commencing the war, or the manner of 
berrying it on. I shall, therefore, trouble 
the House With but very few words in¬ 
deed on it. Sir, from the first moment 
war was actually commenced, it was 
immediately followed up by the continued 
&y df instant invasion, and that appre¬ 
hension has been kept alive with a steadi¬ 
es And activity which I may say has been 
*WUwt incessant. Is it possible, then, 
Sir, und|f%uch circumstances, to attribute 
the iOat ^which has so eminently and ex¬ 
tensively di^playbd itself amongst aU riflta 
Ahd classes of the people, eager to defend 
%mselvfes, their properties, and families, 
gainst the attacks of so inveterate and 


formidable an enemy, as we have now to 
contend with, into an approbation Of the 
war? I say, no, Sir. To what is the war 
to be attributed ? To the fear of the dan¬ 
ger we should incur by strictly complying 
with the terms of the peace, if this be so, 
Sir, it follows, that the minister who 
brings Ufc into the greatest danger, will 
henceforth be entitled to have the most 
ample shareof approbation. Thequestion, 
as stated by ministers, aud conceived as 
such by the whole country from the com¬ 
mencement of hostilities, was a question 
involving life, liberty, and existence; as 
such it was understood; as such it was 
universally felt; and this feeling, I say, 
is not attributable to the war, or to the 
.causes which brought it on, but to the 
actual view the people saw it in, and the 
consequences which they were almogt cer¬ 
tain must result from it, more than ever 
has been the issue of former wars. It may, 
perhaps, be argued by his Majesty's 
ministers, that great numbers had voted 
for the first address, from whom I had the 
misfortune to differ; but it must be re¬ 
collected, that on the second agitation of 
the subject, there was a much greater dif¬ 
ference of opinion, and afterwards great 
numbers wished they had acted otherwise 
than they had done, when they called to 
their recollection how ministers had acted; 
1st, as to timeing the war; 2dly, as to the 
cause assigned for it ; and 3dly, as to the 
particular manner in which it was con¬ 
ducted.—These preliminary observations. 
Sir, I have thought the more necessary, 
because, when about to make a motion of 
this kind, and to go into further considera¬ 
tion of the defence of the country, J can¬ 
not agree at all with those statements 
which infer, that the extraordinaiy ztal 
! of the country, evinced in behalf of every 
thing that is most dear to it, should be 
construed to imply an approbation either 
of timeing the war, or of the mode of con¬ 
ducting jt,—With respect to the motion 
itself, I think it necessary, Sir, in the first 
place, to clear away the objections that 
may be made to it. When gent, have 
; been,reproached with feeling the 4i panic 
of invasion, M it may be requisite to notice 
shortly, what is generally understood by 
the word panic. I should suppose, Sir, 
that the word panic applies to those who 
would run away from, and not those who 
are desirous to defend any thing; I am 
therefore desirous not to have it said, that 
I, and those with whom I have the honour 
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to ftct, are toftoenced by the panic of ip. .ducedto prefer coming to. a motion #% 
rasion, but that, well aware of the serious narrower kind. I mean, therefore. Sir, t* 
Consequence* which must inevitably result confine myself to the notice I gave of 4 
from such an event taking place, we ear- particular defence of the country, and that 
nestly wish, and are most anxious to put r shall also endeavour to narrow as much 
the country in the best possible state of as possible, in order to enable gent; to take 
defence. I beg, Sir, that in expressing as clear and perspicuous a vre^ df ft 
this wish, we may not be supposed to have as possible. It is not, therefore, my 
acted on light or frivolous grounds, Or on tetition, Sir, to take any notice at'gife* 
,any inclination to raise alarm and dread, sent of the naval defence of the country* 
where none before existed. For when 1 In the next place, Sir, as to the volim- 
see and advert to the numerous, papers teers, considering that the system has been 
which have been laid on the table on this so lately discussed in this House, it will be 
subject; when I take a view of the mea- needless for me to touch on them, except 
eures already adopted by his Majesty's as an incidental subject, and by way of 
ministers, as well as those with which we illustrating or Strengthening any other.-* 
are told they are intended to be followed I come now, Sir, therefore, to the parti- 
up, 1 cannot help saying, with Sir Chris- ticuiar ground on which I mean to move, 
topher Hatton in the Critic, leaving it open to gent, to turn it in their 

** Oh pardon me, if my Conjectured rash, consideration, and tt) form such Opinion* 

Bat i surmise— —the State— on it as to them shall seem best. I meah. 

Some danger Apprehends!” Sir, to confine myself to the land defence; 

I must own, Sir, that 1 think the language and in doing so, 1 beg leave to observe, 
held out by some, of a wish to be invaded, that passing by for the moment the voiun* 
is wrong, except with two provisoes ; 1st, teers, there are, in my opinion, two great 
that our'fleet may immediately fall in with objects to be kept in view, and on which 
them, and instantly convince them of the the utmost reliance may ultimately be 
folly and madness of the attempt; and placed. These are, the regular army oh 
2 dly, that having eluded the vigilance Ot one hand, and an army consisting of la- 
our fleets, our state of defence should be bourers, artificers, and peasantry, on th& 
such as, that when landed, they should other. Now, Sir, Os to the regular army, 
soon be convinced that, as this was the I have listened with the greatest attention * 
first, so it would be the last time they to the arguments used by the right hotiu 
would ever dare to meet us on our own gents, opposite to rhe, and also to thbs# 
shores. And I think, Sir, we ought not, repeatedly urged with so much zeal and 
by any means to build our hopes, or to ability by an hon. officer (Colonel tfrafi*. 
form any idea, that because the enemy has furri) behind me, between which statement* 
not hitherto put his threats in execution, ■ I find there is a difference of, at least, one 
that he has therefore given up his design, half. This being the Oise, I should be 
Such reasoning would be fallacious in the glad, Sir, to know what objection his v 
extreme. If the enemy have duly consi- Majesty'* ministers can have to let u# 
dered all the various dangers and difficul- know the real state of our army ? Tlfejr 
ties attending the enterpnze, it is of very have frequently favoured us with different 
little signification at what particular period statements of so much and So much; but 
the attempt may be made; whether it be in I Would wish to have the real state. Thit 
the year 3,4, or $ of the war; we sboul&only cannot, Sir, give any fresh intelligence io 
consider, that the longer it is delayed, the the enemy. When we have the number of 
more formidable it may prove, and it is regiments, and hot fho number of tank 
our first and most essential duty to be and file, we have Only a defective state- 
fully prepared to meet it, let it come when- meht. What danger cab, there possibly be 
ever it may. With the attention that 1 in giving that? At all events, I think such 
have been able to give of this Subject, I statements will be thuch better known from 
once thought, Sir, that a general view of papers on the table, than from the partial 
the defence of the country would be the mutilated accounts which the House re¬ 
best; but when I consider that there are ceives from the different* statements of 
so many difficulties attending the subject, ministers, at different period* of time, 
the difficulties of the finances of the without any documents by which we can 
country, the state of Ireland, and many fairly judge of their 1 truth and exactness, 
others of various natures, 1 have been in- With ri&peCt U ofie circumstance, Sir, J 



cm Xcmykat but feel considem We $ur- ( 

E ze. I have repeatedly fyeard it asserted# 
t, with regard to Ireland, our force 
there ,js at this moment as great as it was 
on the conclusion of the last peace—an 
assertion which may possibly be true, but 
which I must own it is somewhat difficult 
to believe. I speak now, Sir, of the re- 
gilar force, and in so doing, I must say, 
that with respect to the regular army in 
Ireland, I do not mean to confine myself 
to troops of the line only, but to include 
the Irish militia, and the British fencible 
regiments, which, at the conclusion of the 
last war, amounted in Ireland to 50, or 
6Q,000 men. To them are to ,be added 
also the several English militia regiments, 
lit that time in Ireland; and when this is 
done with care and accuracy, we may per¬ 
haps come to something like a certainty on 
these points,*but not otherwise. As to 
What relates to the artillery# it is not the 
number of guns alone, but of drivers, 
horses, carriages, ammunition, &c. which 
should be fairly and accurately stated, in 
order to enable us to form any thing like 
a competent judgment on the subject. I 
think, also. Sir, that with respect to G. 
Britain* the statement of his Majesty’s 
ministers, that our forces are greater than 
hi the conclusion of the war, are by no 
means more accurate than those state* 
meats they have given us respecting Ire- 
\ end. But I have been told, Sir, that if 
( had had my way, and my advice had 
been adopted, we should have had still a 
force than we now have. This, Sir, 
|&.Starting the question comparatively be¬ 
tween a state of war and a state of peace, 
which certainly stand on very different 
grounds; and I. appeal to the recollection 
tod candour of the House whether, on 
every occasion in which f recommended 
n W establishment, I did not expressly 
confine it to a supposition of the continu¬ 
ance of peace; and that I never could have 
done so, had 1 conceived or liad it in con- 
templation that his Majesty's ministers 
intended so soon to renew or recommence 
a war. My opinion has, at all times, 
invariably been in favour of a large regu¬ 
lar anny, in time of war ; but peculiarly 
SO, where ye had to begin with so ex¬ 
treme and pushing a necessity, for the 
defiance of the country v No man, Sir, 
mm have a hi|he^ or more favourable *opi- 
. mon than I entertain of a militia, const- 
'^ilered asaconstitutional defence. I know 
pbo drat the di|cupUpe of tW militia is 


f carried to a degree of excellence far beyond 
f w^at it has ever been in former times ; but 
with all that can be said of that brave and 
respectable body of men, no man can say 
that the militia is equal to regular troops 
it is impossible to conceive that those who 
have not seen service can be equal to those 
who have repeatedly been in action*—IIav- 
mg thus slightly touched on this subject. 
Sir, I will now proceed to observe on what 
: has been our progress in recruiting. We’ 
I have been told that it has gone on as well, 

| notwithstanding the various measures 
i which have been adopted by ministers, 
i as it used to do in former periods. I must 
here. Sir, beg the House to recollect, that 
different times afford proportionate dif- 
: ferences in recruiting. It cannot be doubt¬ 
ed, that every contraction and difficulty 
thrown in the way of our manufactures 
and Comiderce, must facilitate the re-* 
cruiting service, so long as such contraction 
and difficulties exist. Now, Sir, however 
strong this favourite theory of the day 
may influence the minds of ministers on 
the subject, I have no hesitation in saying, 
that in point of practice, it is not so easy 
j to get a man to enlist for life for 10L as it 
: is to obtain one for 501. to enlist for a 
limited service. And I will maintain, Sir, 
that it is an incredible and extravagant 
proposition to say that the recruiting ser¬ 
vice has not been injured. And though I 
should be inclined to admit, by way of 
argument, that we have actually gained in 
the course of this year, yet I insist, at the 
same time, that we should have done so 
in a much greater degree, had it not been 
for the bounties which have been given 
with so lavish a hand. I am not arguing 
this subject now, Sir, by way of inquiry; 
but wbeu ministers declare their interiliou 
of suspending the army of reserve, I can¬ 
not avoid pointing out to them that, for 
fear they should succeed, they are taking 
the utmost possible care and pains to meet 
themselves ip their own market. There is, 
however, pne measure. Sir, which I will 
venture to recommend, and that is, to 
leave off the monstrous custom of particu¬ 
larly distinguishing this country from all 
the rest of Europe in military economy# 
by eplisting men for life. What shall we 
say, if we, are to}4, that those who have 
the greatest military powers on foot, that 
those who have the greatest demand for 
military forces, and who govern countries 
where every tiling gives way to the army, 
the men are, enlisted only for a limited 








time ? but in this country, whose pride 
and boast for centuries have been that of 
enjoying the greatest freedom of any na- j 
tion under the sun* your soldiers must be 
slaves for life. Now, Sir, it is not from 
my own opinion and feelings alone that I 
venture to speak so decisively on this sub¬ 
ject ; but I am convinced of the propriety 
of it from the authority of officers of the 
highest character and respectability, not 
in our own army only, but in those of 
almost every other military power in Eu¬ 
rope who have either spoken or written on 
the subject. If, however, Sir, I*went on 
that principle only, I would not, at such a 
crisis, venture to recommend an altera* 
tion. * But this, Sir, I say, is not only 
what ought to be done, but what ought 
particularly to be done at this time. In 
support of this doctrine, Sir, I beg leave 
to mention a single fact, which is well 
known to have happened within the last 
12 months. A whole regiment of tbe 
proposed army of reserve would have en¬ 
listed into the regular army, if it had been 
for a limited service ; and as it is at pre¬ 
sent, very few indeed have been prevailed 
on to do so with ail the influence that 
could be exerted. This is not mere theory; 
it is reasoning that is almost self-evident. 
Who is it that does not know the effect 
produced among the lower orders of the 
people when any of their own class en¬ 
lists into the army ? they consider him as 
lost to the community for ever. If a son 
enlists into the regular army, his discon¬ 
solate parents consider him as in a manner 
annihilated, and the wretched father has 
frequently been known to distress himself, 
and the rest of his family,’to hoard and 
scrape together a sum that may be suffi¬ 
cient to buy him off.—Now, Sir, let us 
take it in another point of view*. Let us 
consider the time of life when this is ge¬ 
nerally done. By the established law of 
this country, and a most wise law it is, no 
man of woman is allowed to be capable of 
entering into any contract for the disposal 
of their property, or of their persons in 
marriage, till they Arrive at a certain age, 
and that age is in all cases fixed, at the 
period of arriving at man's estate, at 21 
years. Yet, in the particular case*of en¬ 
listing for a soldier, when it is perhaps the 
result of momentary passion, or folly, or 
the effect of intoxication, a poor, ignorant, 
unfortunate lad of 16 or 17 > is allowed to 
enter into a contract which is to bind him 
for life to a state in which he is liable to 


[ be sent from his friends and country to alty 
part of the world. If, therefore, this evil 
could, Sir, be, to a certain degree, alW* 
viated, it must«undoubtedly very much 
contribute to increase the satisfaction and 
happiness of the lower orders of the peo* 
pie; and such persons as tradesmen and 
farmers, far from looking on their soda as 
they now do, lost to them for ever, would, 
on the contrary, part from them With it 
certain degree of satisfaction, in hopes of 
seeing them return, in the course of a few 
years, improved in their manners and de¬ 
meanour, and with a superior knowledge 
of men and things, which might render 
them more fitted for the very purposes to 
which it was his original intention to bring 
them up.' In answer to this, it may per¬ 
haps be urged, that if the soldiers who 
j compose the regular army were enlisted 
for a certain time only, those who had it 
in their power would all quit at once, add 
so we might be left without an army at all. 
But this I take to be an assumption by no 
means warranted in the nature of the case. 
On the contrary, I believe it has been 
pretty clearly proved by experience, that 
those who are really the best soldiers be¬ 
come so from a decided liking to the setf* 
vice, and having been so long initiated in, 
and enured to, habits which they havfc 
imbibed by degrees, and grown partial tb 
from age, are the most likely, when their 
time is out,, to re-enter either iuto thefr 
own or some other regiment they * may 
have private reasons fbr preferring. What! 
it will be asked, without any additional 
reward ?—Certainly not. They will expect 
and be entitled to an increase of pay, or a 
new bounty, which is the first principle of 
recruiting the army. This mode of in¬ 
creasing our regular force, when added tb 
the other, the taking away the competition 
produced by the army of reserve, &c. 
cannot fail to produce advantages which 
may be almost said to be incalculable-*** 
The next circumstance, Sir, which I wish- 
to advert to, as having greatly retarded 
and injured our recruiting for the regular 
army, is the pernicious consequence of 
raisinfgnteh for raffk. This being a custom 
which has long prevailed, will require 
gitent steadiness and perseverance to pre¬ 
vent %i k How far it is eVeti to be regtf* 
latedf I will not pretend to say; and I 
beg^teave to observe, Mr. Speaker, that 
I ammotnow mentioning thia as a peremp- 
tory measurc, "but only as a desirable mea« 
sure, which I heartily wish should be at* 



feiwfed fo* I wish the House to go into * 
Oouirniite©, in order to m what may be 
dom towards increasing considerably our 
regular army, and to ascertain bow far and 
in wbat proportion the competitions which 
have existed have retarded and injured Jhe 
fame.—Now, Sir* having stated this on the 
subject of the regular army, 1 shall pro¬ 
ceed to the other more general and exten¬ 
sive armament, the volunteers* In do¬ 
ing this. Sir, it is not my intention to go 
into the question of how far the first 
formation of the volunteers was political; 
bow far it was right to encourage them to 
fO great an extent; how far it was then 
Cither right or consistent to repress their 
firdour* and discourage their areal; how 
for it was politic to give such extensive 
Coemptions, when no exemptions at all 
were looked for, and then to dispute, inch 
by inch* evfery privilege that had been 
granted them* The seal of the volunteers 
certainly stands on very high and advan¬ 
tageous grounds; and it cannot be denied, 
that having the volunteers, we have ob¬ 
tained a very large* and, it may be hoped, 
what will in time turn out a very efficient 
force; they are meant undoubtedly to 
„ act with the regulars; and if they are, 
In any great proportion employed, must 
prove a rfiost material weapon- Still, Sir, 
we must not neglect the next material 
weapon which the nature of the country 
bas put into our hands ; I mean an aimed 
peasantry* 1 own, Sir, that if these were 
meant to fight in battalion, they would 
Hot be so truly efficient as volunteers; 
but I beg leave to be understood, that I 
am not technically speaking of an army. 
4ln army, however efficient, is not the 
Only power, in a country like this, which 
ou^ht to be looked to: there is a general 
forco besides, which is equally, or perhaps 
more formidable to an invading enemy, 
vfofeh would be continually throwing itself 
in their way, and harassing and distressing 
them at e%ery turn and on every occasion; 
jtotofttisnos when least expected, and al- 
twys with great advantage to themselves* 
| have been told, Sir, that I want to sub¬ 
stitute an armed peasantry in the place of 
the volunteers. Sir, I would have the 
volunteers coma to the trial; but still I 
would also gat th* others. I should never 
hrn dona, Sir, were l to state all the 
advantages resulting from such a body of 
tneh» and will therefore content myself 
Ji * W* siting only a few* In the* first place, 
foe enormous enpeex* of the volunteer 


corps may tend in time greatly to diminish 
them* What then will become of the 
state, should a great proportion of the 
volunteers be disbanded or dissolved ? In 
possessing an armed peasantry, you have a 
formidable force ready on all occasions to 
act in aid of a regular army. Who is it. 
Sir, that has not heard or read of the al¬ 
most innumerable advantages attendant 
on having persons ready and willing and 
able to fight on the spot, or in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of those places in which they 
have been used to live, who are perfectly 
and accurately acquainted with the topo¬ 
graphy of the country, which must give 
them a power almost incalculable, from 
their being able to take advantage of every 
rising ground, and its adjoining valley, to 
fall upon a retreat from the enemy, as 
circumstances and occasions may require, 
to his afenost certain defeat and discomfi¬ 
ture, as he will never be free from their 
repeated and continued attacks? I freely 
confess, Sir, 1 see more advantages m this, 
as a permanent rather than a temporary 
system, which war may and certainly will 
give birth to, but which being owe fairly 
raised and trained, may remain for ever ns 
a strong bulwark and invincible defence of 
the country. I say, therefore, arm the 
people, but do not put an end to the ser¬ 
vice, which we may purchase at a trifling 
expence of money and of time, both in 
war and peace. It would become in a 
very short time an amusement instead of 
a toil, and each man m a parish would 
pride himself in being thus considered as 
the intrepid guardian and protector of his 
own family and rights, as well as those of 
bis neighbours, so that the whole countiy 
would soon become linked in a hand of 
patriotic affection, which all the foreign 
foes in the world would never be able to 
sever or cut asunder.*—Now, Sir, I will 
consider it with a view to the volunteers: 
if such a system os this had been adopted 
20 years ago, the volunteer service would 
have been far more advanced. If you 
look to the volunteers alone, it ought to 
be for a mass of the country, who have 
been properly trained to and perfectly 
know the use of arms. This, Sir, I am 
clear in, that the more you trust and place 
confidence in the people of this country, 
the better you will find their behaviour. 
If we bad a number of armed persons in 
every port of the country, we could quell 
every insurrection without the interference 
of the military to settle civil feuebu It is 
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not, however, to tirfies of peace that I am 
to allude, hut rather to the time of wan 
I do not think that I am quite wrong when 
I say, suppose ap enemy to land in this 
country, and his warfare to go on, I must 
not shut ray eyes to the possibility of an ' 
English army being defeated, for such pos¬ 
sibilities do exist in the fate of war* Will 
any man say, that if a report of the Eng¬ 
lish army being defeated be circulated 
through the country, it is a matter of in¬ 
difference whether We be armed or not 
throughout the whole kingdom ? Even 
after any partial success of the enemy, it j 
could not be in their power to procure 
provisions, or any other accommodation, 
without sending a detachment of their 
army to force it, and such detachments 
might be successfully opposed, and even 
their victories, tn the end, might prove 
their ruin. Let us now take another view 
of the case, and suppose that the British 
army had gained an advantage, but had 
not put the enemy to a total rout, will any 
man say, that if an army be forced to fly 
i.n different directions, the rallying of that 
army will not be rendered exceedingly dif¬ 
ficult by means of an armed peasantry ?— 

I shall now proceed to take a view of 
what has actually been done by ministers 
to provide for the defence of the country; 
and, first of all, with regard to the Defence 
Act, passed last session: I wish to make 
a few observations on the unlimited asser¬ 
tion of his Majesty's prerogative. I at¬ 
tach to myself some blame in having par¬ 
ticipated in agreeing with such an asser¬ 
tion. It certainly is impossible for the 
members of this House to watch every 
word and sentence of every bill that is 
brought in ; and, therefore, the particular 
authors of each bill are looked to as more 
peculiarly responsible for glaring errors. 

I believe that 99 acts out °f 100 pass 
without being critically and carefully exa¬ 
mined, as they ought to be, by the mem¬ 
bers of the House, consistent with their 
strict and rigid duty. But, it is in a par¬ 
ticular way the duty of ministers, that no 
bill be suffered to assert any false or dan¬ 
gerous doctrine, in the persuasion that it 
may pas® unobserved in the hurry of le* 
‘gislation. In July, 1803, the alarm of 
invasion was so imminent, aecordirtg to 
ministers, that the Defence Bill must be 
‘passed by acclamation; and the zeal of 
the country being aroused to meet the in¬ 
vasion, which was to take place in Aug. 
no time was to be lost in weighing and 
Vot. II, 


judging of the bill. Accordingly, I find 
we overlooked a most serious declaration 
in the preamble of the bill; and which, cer* 
tainly. if I had seen, 1 should have ex¬ 
erted the utmost efforts of my mind to 
have corrected, namely; u that the King 
1ms a right to command all his liege sub¬ 
jects to take up arms, &e. M a doctrine 
which, to be admitted as true, ought to 
have been qualified and defined. It may* 
be said, that his Majesty has the right to 
do justice, but he is to do justice accord¬ 
ing to law. And so is the prerogative of 
calling forth his people in arms It must 
undoubtedly be said of any community, 
that they must possess the means of pre¬ 
serving themselves; and that, on the prin¬ 
ciple of the salus populi supienia lex, the 
power of calling forth the physical strength 
of the community must reside in it; and 
that the King, as the head, represents this 
community, and is the organ of its will. 
But this species of reasoning would justify 
the arbitrary assertions ; and all such rea¬ 
soning the spirit of our constitution ut¬ 
terly reprobates. The rights which our 
Sovereign possesses are defined as well as 
limited; and this has been most sensibly 
as well as ably stated by a great judge, 
who, speaking of this sort of abstract 
right, made use of these words : “ for X 
freely declare, that ancient precedents, 
unless supported by modern usage, in cases 
of prerogative, have little weight with 
me." Nothing can be more true than 
these words of the learned Mr. Justice 
Foster; and nothing can be more appli¬ 
cable to this strange assertion in the pre¬ 
amble of this act. No such right can be 
claimed by the King; no such right, how¬ 
ever it may have betin part of the unde¬ 
fined: prerogative in ancient times, Can be 
exercised alter the words of the statute ill 
the 25th of Ed. III. A statute made in 
an epoch which I, respect, because Ihe 
statutes of that period were marked by 
their wisdom, and by the principles of 
sound legislation. In a statute of that 
year it is expressly declared, u no person 
shall be liable to serve but such m are 
bound by their tenures.'’ If, indeed, thane 
were such a prerogative, it would be im¬ 
practicable* The constitution has wisely 
planted an inseparable check over twe 
abuse, and, thank God! not one of tbs 
anftent undefined prerogatives can be ex¬ 
ercised against the liberties of the people. 
To what an extent, and to what complete 
overthrow of every thing for which out 
N 




*mcc$for$ have, successfully contended, 
would this right got Money has been, 
petbaps by a strained metaphor, called the 
smews of war. If bis .Majesty has the 
right of commanding the military service 
of bit subjects, he must; also be supposed 
to have the right of mahitaming them; 
and so the power of the purse would be 
taken out of the hands of the representa¬ 
tives of the people, I state this only to 
shew how improper and unjustifiable ‘it is 
to introduce suet/ an expression into a 
bill, and how negligent it is to let it pass. 
And it ia.noi jtf the preamble of this act 
Only that we see a dangerous door opened 
abuse,—Let us look, then, at the enact¬ 
ments of the General Defence Act, re¬ 
specting this prerogative, which is asserted 
id be inherent in bis Majesty* It states, 
that in the event of invasion, or the ap¬ 
pearance of 4he enemy in force upon the 
cpaat, it shall be lawful for his Majesty to 
call out the persons who are enrolled un¬ 
der this act in the different counties; that 
it shall be lawful to call them out in such 
proportion as shall seem meet; to place 
them in any regiment of regulars, militia, 
pr fenclbles; to put them under martial 
Jnw, and march them to any p^rt of the 
coast, &c. This act, therefore, without 
any limit or qualification of rank, age, or 
station, empowers the King to compel any 
individual, however unfit for military st?r- 
vice, to serve in the ranks exactly on the 
footing of enlisted soldiers, to be subject 
tp all the severities of military duty and of 
martial law. If this really be the prero¬ 
gative of his Majesty, it is one which can¬ 
not be contemplated without anxiety. 
•Not to suppose the existence of great and 
violent abuse, it is sufficient to know, that 
such power is liable to abuse; and no 
man,, with the sentiments of freedom, and 
the confidence of independence, can feel 
perfectly easy to think, that to a law so 
qpiftitigated and so unqualified he may be 
subject. Is it possible to reflect on such 
.a power, without seeing how it may be 
abased and perverted ? It may be au ex- 
vtreme case, indeed, to state, that itssweep- 
mg pro visions.give authority to the King 
*ta take the Trince of Wales, place him 
under the command of his footman, and 
,inarch him in that inferior capacity against 
the enemy, I : know that such a case is 
impossible, but it illustrates the boundless 
authority which the act confers, which, 
^ mapy instances, it is quite easy to con- 
^eive ought be exercised,^ Might not a 
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tradesman or a farmer be hurried away 
from his family and occupations, and 
placed under the command of a corporal 
i or serjes^nt, their own servants ? Persons 
of every situation may be pitched upon 
by malice or by revenge, and sent to per¬ 
form military service, lor which they are 
unfit. I see that such a scheme of things 
does lie open to abuse, and the monstrous 
abuse and injustice with which the execu¬ 
tion of it would be attended, must have 
prevented the attempt to carry it into ef¬ 
fect at all. 1 do not understand exactly 
the mode in which these provisions aie to 
be reduced to practice. If the quota of 
men to be furnished by a parish was to be 
fixed by ballot, the inconvenience might 
frequently be very great, even where a 
sense of abuse did not aggravate the case. 
The ballot might, without any distinction 
of rank,^nge, or circumstances, compel any 
man to serve in person. In truth, a prin¬ 
ciple more inconsistent with that sound 
and rational equality, which all laws and 
all human institutions ought to aim at in 
the imposition of burdens, never was de¬ 
vised. In practice it must be productive 
of extreme inequality, hardship, and griev¬ 
ance. From a true equality the principles 
of subordination flow; but, in the opera¬ 
tion of such measures as this, all distinc¬ 
tions are annihilated, and every thing is 
levelled under the discretion of the crown, 
indeed, ministers themselves, on some oc¬ 
casions, have acknowledged enough to 
shew that they were themselves convinced 
that the General Defence Act could not 
be carried into practice. It was said by 
one of them, that the Defence Act would 
have “given way;*' and so it must, for 
such extravagant powers could not have 
been exercised without an abuse that would 
have proved fatal to the measure. But 
still ministers contended it had been of 
use, as it backed the volunteer system. 
What ? Was it then thought necessary to 
goad the people of this country forward 
in the defence of their houses, their pro¬ 
perty, and their liberties, by the terror of 
these severe provisions ? I am certain that 
the spirit of the nation required no such 
spur* Why such bugbears then ? Why 
thus compel the volunteers on, like a front 
rank by t|ie bayonet of that behind it ? 
But, in truth, what was this bugbear? Minis¬ 
ters admit that this act might have “ given 
way!" What was the value of this threat, 
tliis stimulus of the General Defence Act, 
which had its use ? At any rate, if the peo- 





pie wanted a spur, as they db not, would 
you employ a menace, which, in fact, had 
in it nothing that could really alarm ? 
At least you ought not to threaten what 
you cannot enforce. I remember an anec¬ 
dote of one of your predecessors, 8ir, 
who is allowed to have maintained the 
dignity and authority of the chair in a 
manner superior to all those who went 
before him, however he may have yielded 
to those who have come after him. it 
was a custom with that person (Mr. 
Speaker Onslow), when any member was 
guilty of any irregularity, to cry, “ take 
care, Sir, or I’ll name you.” And, on one 
occasion, a member, not much frightened 
by the threat, asked coolly, “ and sup¬ 
pose you do name me, what will be the 
consequence?” u The consequence!" re¬ 
plied the Speaker, “ God only knows V* 
Now, in the same manner, ministers have 
thought it convenient to keep up the ter¬ 
ror of the General Defence Act, in order 
to stimulate the volunteers ; yet they are 
sensible, that the menace would fail them, 
and that if they were to be asked, what 
would be the consequence o( their threat, 
their answer would be, “ God only knows!” 
lor no man could think of putting in prac¬ 
tice a measure so pregnant with oppression 
and injustice. In the volunteer bill, 
which was lately so much the subject of 
discussion in the House, it was argued to 
be unjust that a farmer should, against his 
will, be deprived of the labour of his ser¬ 
vant; and this provision, I understand, 
has been altered in the other House. But 
indeed it was of little consequence to talk 
of the hardship of the farmer being de¬ 
prived of his servant, if he himself was 
liable to be taketr, and sent to serve in 
the army or militia, in Cornwall or Nor¬ 
thumberland, or any other place the most 
remote from his abode. But, in truth, 
the very atrocity of the fact made it im¬ 
possible to put it into execution; so that, 
in reality, it was as little calculated to be 
useful, as it was altogether unnecessary us 
a stimulus to the zeal and to the patriot- 
ism of the country.—Having seen, there¬ 
fore, that the General Defence Act was 
neither necessary in terrorem, and could 
be of no avail as a bugbear, what practical 
good wafc it calculated to afForcUin strength¬ 
ening our means'* of repelling invasion ? 
I have repeatedly stated in this House, 
that I conceived it desirable that, in addi¬ 
tion to our other means of defences, we 
should have an armed peasantry. Minis¬ 


ters themselves go so far as to say, that act 
armed peasantry may be of use to back 
the volunteers, as the latter will be of 
service to back the regular army. They 
have never, however, proposed any ra* 
tional practical means by Which this ad¬ 
vantage can be obtained. - Let us, there¬ 
fore, go into the committee, and discus® 
the subject. Let us there try if we 
devise some mode of strengthening to! 
confirming whatever is well conceived ' in 
the present -system of defence, by that 
which all consider useful and important, 
though in different degrees. Let us there 
discuss how the peasantry are to be called 
out, armed and arrayed. Let us discuss 
how, in case of emergency, they are to be 
employed ; how far, if lire arms cannot be 
found, pikes may not with advantage be 
put into their hands, and whether it may 
be necessary to place them under martial 
law; or by what other code they may be 
rendered subject to discipline. These are 
fit objects for discussion m the committee, 
and there alone, indeed, can they be dis¬ 
cussed with advantage. There, too, we 
may revise, amend, and improve the dif¬ 
ferent measures that have already been 
passed for the public defence; there we 
may correct their errors, remove their 
contradictions, and increase their effect* 
I have already hinted the general import-* 
ance of calling forth the exertions of an 
armed peasantry, and in this, even they 
who think more highly of the volunteers, 
will perfectly concur, because the armed 
peasantry is not intended to supersede the 
volunteers. As to a detailed plan on this 
head, 1 do not propose to trouble the 
Ilduse with any at present. Neither am l 
prepared to say how far this service should 
be voluntary or compulsory. That the 
voluntary zeal of the country would sup¬ 
ply every thing that could be desired, I am 
perfectly convinced. At the same timej 
rf it should be tliought necessary to make 
the service in some degree compulsory, I 
will not say that it might not be proper to 
make some provision for it. Neverthe¬ 
less, the means of calling forth that aid 
must be freed from that injustice and ino. 
quality to which the General Defence Act 
would now be liable. How, likewise, is 
this force to be armed? And if muskets 
cannot be furnished to all, surely those 
whb are most inclined to despise the pike, 
must admit that the pike is a much better 
weapon than the spade or pitchfork, with 
which alone the peasantry are now armed* 
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even wore they -so arrayed and organized 
as to'be capable of being employed with 
effect,* These, however, and many other" 
questions which, are naturally connected 
wi^bthe subject, and which will, no doubt, 
bft more particularly insisted upon this 
evening,, will be proper for the considera¬ 
tion of the committee, which it is the pur¬ 
pose of mv motion to institute, 1 shall 
therefore conclude with moving, «*That it 
toe referred to a committee of the whole 
House tp revise the several bills for the 
Defence of the Country, and to consider 
of such further measures as may be neces¬ 
sary to make that defence more complete 
m4 -permanent.”' 

« The Chancellor of the Exchequer. —Sir, 

I am induced to offer myself to your no¬ 
tice, at this moment, rather than at a 
iWxore advanced period of the debate, for 
the purpose of combating the arguments 
which the hon. gent, has urged at consi¬ 
derable length, in support of one of the 
most extraordinary motions that, within 
my parliamentary experience, has ever 
b^en submitted to the consideration of this 
itpuse, l have another inducement, also, 
arising from some incidental circumstances • 
iu the speech you have just heard, for 
trespassing, at this early hour, upon the 
attention of the House. The bon. gent, 
has alluded to the zeal and unanimity 
which at present pervades all ranks and 
classes of society; but his approbation is 
qualified by the observation, that it is a 
iteql and unanimity solely to be attributed 
la the fear of invasion, inferring thereby, 
that his Majesty's ministers, neither by 
their measures, nor their conduct, have 
Conduced either to excite or maintain it. 
The^ bom gent, has adverted to some dis¬ 
cussions which took place at the com¬ 
mencement of the war; but it must be in 
the recollection of gent, that the observa¬ 
tions'whichfell from him on one of those 
occasions, drew forth the reprehension of 
the House; on another question, I had 
the benefit of that bon* gent/s support. 
When a motion was made, the tendency of 
w&ich was to condemn me and my col¬ 
leagues’for engaging in the war, that hon, 
gent, refused to support it. By his vote 
on that question, he did, in the fullest and 
most unqualified manner, absolve and 
acquit us entirely from the guilt of having 
commenced that war. But, Sir, we tf do 
not depend for our justification on the 
;>$tecidentaJ approbation of that hon. gent,, 
gmt as the effect of tots approbation might 


be. We build it on much more solid and 
extended grounds, the almost unanimous 
vote of this House, by which it has been 
sanctioned and confirmed. I come now 
to the hon. gent.'s present motion, cer¬ 
tainly one of the most extraordinary that 
h^s ever been brought before this House, 
for which there is no precedent in the 
parliamentary history of this country, to 
which there is nothing analogous in the 
parliamentary usages of the country, and 
which I am well justified in describing as 
a measure most uncommon and extraor* 
dinary, when coupled with the strange and 
singular matter which the hon. gent, has 
contrived to mix with it. The object of 
his motion is to appoint a committee to 
revise the acts that have been passed for 
the defence of the country, and to coiw 
sider of, and provide adequate means for, 
the protection of it in future. Sir, there 
is no man in this House who more highly 
values the privileges of Parliament than I 
do; there is no man in the House who 
will be more ready to assert and maintain 
them. I know, that by the constitution it 
is invested, and it is fitting it should be, 
with very great and extensive powers; 
and I will not deny its right to institute a 
committee for the purposes that are pro¬ 
posed. But, Sir, while l admit the power 
of the House to do this, I think I may 
safely apply to the discretion of gent, that 
they will not, by supporting the motion, 
countenance the establishment of a com¬ 
mittee, which, “ in its proceedings and re¬ 
sult, must terminate and become, to all 
| intents and purposes, a committee of a 
purely military nature. Such a committee 
would be rather a novel and uncommon 
mode of manifesting either the authority 
or the prudence of this House, and one 
to which, I am persuaded, it will not 
easily recur, except upon much stronger 
grounds than the bon. gent, has brought 
forward in support of his motion of this 
night. There is something peculiar also 
in the matter of the hon. gent/s motion* 
For reasons peculiar to himself, no doubt* 
but which the House will have little diffi¬ 
culty in guessing at, he has totally omitted 
all mention or allusion whatever to the 
navy,, and has wholly excluded from his 
consideration the 400,000 volunteers, com¬ 
posing so essential a part of our jneans of 
.defence. But this peculiarity is not to be 
exclusively appropriated to the purport of 
his motion, or the various details that it 
is intended to embrace. He has so 
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worded it, as to take in all descriptions of 
persons in this House, with all their float¬ 
ing and contradictory opinions; one man 
objecting to too great an extension of one 
part of our force, another lamenting any 
attempt at its diminution; some recom¬ 
mending a greater and some a lesser addi¬ 
tion to the regular army, and others, who 
differ as to that particular species of ua- 
yal force we should employ ; some prefer¬ 
ring a large number of small vessels, and 
some a small number of large vessels; 
^11, all these, the hon. gent, has found 
means to gratify, in their individual ca¬ 
prices and opinions, and to include them 
within the compass of this sweeping and 
general motion.—I come now to another 
part pf the hon* gent/s argument, in which 
he has said that he did not attach much 
credit to the apprehension pf invasion. 
The hon, gent, as 1 stated before, has been 
pleased to declare that the present unani¬ 
mity arose entirely from the actual danger 
of the country. I know not by what dex¬ 
terity of argument the hon. gent, will be 
able to reconcile those two observations, 
that, as he says, there is no danger of in¬ 
vasion, and again, that our unanimity is 
entirely owing to it* Nor am I very soli¬ 
citous on that head, when I recollect, that 
during thp last war, that hon. gent, con¬ 
tinually asserted, that it was the injustice 
pf that war which prevented us from being 
unanimous then. During that war, I be¬ 
lieve it cannot be imputed to that hon. 
gent* that he ever came forward with any 
proposition to avert any danger with which 
the country might have been menaced, nor 
during the actual hostility, has he ever fa¬ 
voured his Majesty’s mmisters with any 
project or suggestion of his, or givqn 
them, in any way whatever, the advantage 
of his great talents. Indeed, the hon. 
gent, has said, that if ministers had frankly 
communicated to him that they were really 
apprehensive, of danger, he h would have 
concurred in any augmentation to the pub¬ 
lic force they might have thought necessary 
for the public defence. . Put, Sir, was it 
necessary that this should have made 
the subject of particular and Specific com¬ 
munication to him, or to any thinking,man 
pa this country? Is it possible that hop, 
gent, could have shut his and closed 
up his enlightened mind agaipst the active, 
unceasing, and immoderate ambition of 
France, stimulated and invited to the exer¬ 
tion of that ambition, and possessing the 
means of gratifying it, in the possession of so 


many hundred leaguesjpf sea coast, extend- 
mg almost from the teasel to the Adriatic! 
—In the course of the ho». speedy 
he has frequently adverted* hu^ wiib 4 
partiality which I have reason to complaui 
of, to the declarations of ministers respect¬ 
ing the probable duration of the peace of 
Amiens. Sir, we never did pledge our* 
selves for the continuance of that pease* 
On the contrary, we always thought* and 
omitted no opportunity of declaring $ 9 * 
that the best security for the continuant 
of peace, was to impress France* and no$ 
only. France, but all Europe, with a con* 
viction that our strength, our spirit, and 
our means, were whole and inexkausted 3 
and that although we were willing to ad¬ 
here to the peace we had made, we were 
ready for war, whenever insult or aggres¬ 
sion, on the part of any power, should 
compel us to it. ft was, Sir, from thesfc 
motives, that our peace-establishment 
greatly exceeded the peace-establishment of 
1792, an augmentation which brought 
down on us the misuse of tinhorn gent.m 
I come now to the hon* gent.'s motion, 
narrowed and restricted to a degree incon¬ 
sistent .with his usual candour, and un¬ 
worthy pf his great mind. He has directed 
his observations principally to the regular 
and militia force, pqnfting the navy and 
volunteers, and has recommended, wi% 
his accustomed seal and perseverance* the 
adoption of his favourite project of adding 
an armed peasantry, lie has chiefly re¬ 
lied upon two points for the appointment 
of this committee, from which he affects to 
suppose, that so many advantages.piay b& 
derived; one is, that the pernicious prin* 
piple of recruiting by competition may be 
abolished in it, end next, that the exienf 
of service may be altered from life to torn* 
of years* I trust I shall be able to prove, 
to the satisfaction of the House, that it 
wquld not be justified, that it would not 
be prudent nor advisable m it, tp proceed 
to the formation of such a committor 
upon such slight and insufficient reason^, as 
have bepn mentioned* My Upbfe friend 
who sits near ma &P&4 Ca&ifereagjb) 
Hated* from autbandc documents, that 
although the recruiting for general service 
ivas not sq great at preset as it wua m 
former occasions,, yet that it was as great 
as circumstances gave us any right to e&r 
p^t. When, gent. Sir* informed* that 
the persons who are entrusted with his Ma¬ 
jesty's govt, were compelled to collect and 
take out of yoqr population no km ihw 



§00,000 men for the parposedf recruiting i. frequently alluded to in debate, but never 
your army $nd your navy, and that within/ opposed; for it was admitted, generally’ 
thy space of little more than 12.months, admitted, tliat his Majesty possessed such 
they will cease to express any surprise that a prerogative in case of invasion, and the 
the recruiting service should have expe- only question was, I well remember, whe- 
lieueed a momentary cessation; when I ther he could not resort to it before inva- 
declare to this House, on the part of that sion. The hoh. gent, affects to acquit 
govt.* that tiiere is at'present a regular ministers of any blame in introducing the 
force, in this country and in Ireland, com- assertion of that particular prerogative into 
posed of troops of the line and militia, of that bill, by presuming that in their anxiety 
no less than 184,000, I trust it will be to prepare for the defence of the country,' 
acknowledged that his Majesty’s ministers a solitary instance of recognizing it might 
have not been remiss or improvident in have escaped their observation. Sir, I 
malting adequate preparations for the de- desire that principle may be thoroughly 
fence of the country. J When gent, reflect examined and enquired into; I desire that 
upon the difficulties we had to encounter, it be not taken, pro admisso, but that it 
that we had the militia to raise, that we may stand on its fair and general consti- 
had the army of the line to recruit] that tutional grounds.’—-With respect to the 
w® daad the army of reserve to establish, hon. gent.’s motion, I am to look for other 
that we had the' defence act to prepare, motives, than those he has thought prudent 
Slid that we-have s regular awny, line and to avow, for proposing it. Iam to seek 
militia of 184,000, that we have 400,000 for other reasons for a motion peculiarly 
volunteers, that we have 97,000 sea fen- calculated to collect all the floating opi- 
cibles, independent of troops in other nions of the House, and to create such an 
points, in garrisons, and in colonies, mak- opposition to his Majesty’s ministers as 
tog in the whole a force little short of would tend to produce a change of adini- 
800,000, and greater in number by 200,000 nistration. If that be the object of the 
than the greatest exertion of the enemy hon. gent.’s motion, let him state so, 
Cau bring forward ? Isay, Sir, when such broadly and unequivocally; let him pro- 
difficulties and such successes are weighed duce some specific accusation; let him 
against each other, I trust the House aiid bring forward some direct, explicit charge, 
the country will admit that we are not that and let him take the sense of the House on 
incapable and incompetent description of it; but let him not bring it forward in this 
men the hon. mover of the question before covert and underhand mode, and by a 
you endeavours to represent us. This, detour endeavour to stigmatize those he 
Sir, could be proved by documents the has not the courage to accuse boldly and 
most authentic and irrefragable; and manfully. Let not the hon. gent. I say, 
though for many reasons which will be have recourse to a paltry expedient of this 
obvious to gent. I feel strong objection nature, it is unwo-‘hy of him. If we are 
to the production of such information, yet fairly attacked, if we are accused upon 
I will consent to give those gent, who specific grounds, we arc ready and willing 
make the want of it a ground of complaint to meet the charge, and we shall find, I 
and accusation against ministers, an ac- trust, no difficulty in defending and justi- 
count of the military and naval force of fying ourselves upon fair. Open, and con- 
the country as it actually is, but upon the stitutional principles. To the motion of 
express’ condition that they do not ask for the hon. gent. I feel the strongest objee- 
*be distribution of it, I am persuaded, tions, and I am bound to resist it upon 
Spr, that if such an account were laid on every Consideration of prudence and of 
«»table, it would be the best, I will go public policy. I call upon every member 
ftotaef, and Say, it would be a decisive of this House to look at the state of the 
•newer to the best argument the hon. gept. country, and to say, whether such a com- 
has urged in support of his motion.—The mittee is practicable or adviseable’ To 
non. gent.' has gone at considerable length accomplish alt the objects proposed by it, 
into tbtr consideration of that principle you must bring officers from their duty, 
expressed in thedefence act,’ that it is his, with great inconvenience to the public 
Majesty s prerogatH-e.to call upon the fer- service, and possibly with greater danger 
Wees of all ranks of his subjects capable Of to the public safety; you must collect to- 
Mtenng arms, incase of invasion. Sir, in cuments and information from various 
♦tfJHSsing that bill, dmt principle .was quarters; you must have all the record! 
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and account?, the plans and the proposals 
that are possessed, or have been submitted 
to the different departments, laid on that 
table, and examined, and, what is no tri- 
vial objection, made public, before you 
can come to a right, or indeed to any con¬ 
clusion, as to whether the naval and mili. 
tary force of the country has been pro¬ 
perly employed and administered. I do 
not mean to say, that a great state neces¬ 
sity may not justify the appointment of 
such a committee ; but I leave it to the 
wisdom of the House to determine, if any 
proofs of such necessity have been ad¬ 
vanced in support of the present dangerous 
and extraordinary measure. And I must 
say, that the arguments in support of the 
motion are too feeble, impotent, and in¬ 
significant to justify so important and deli¬ 
cate a proceeding. I entertain a perfect 
confidence, therefore, that in opposing the 
motion, I shall have the concurrence of a 
large majority of the House. I say a large 
majority of the Mouse, for I cannot sup¬ 
pose, that they will be so indifferent to the 
order and dignity of their own proceedings 
as to be misled by such statements into a 
measure, so unprecedented and daugerous 
as die motion the hon. gent, proposes. 1 
therefore feel it my duty to give it a decided 
negative. 

Mr. Pitt .—I cannot agree, Sir, with the* 
righ* hon. gent, who lias just spoken, in 
the description of the motion which i& 
now before the House- It is a motion, in 
my view of it, which is neither calculated 
to embrace opinions hostile to govt, nor 
to any ministers whatever, nor to embrace 
opinions that may have been entertained 
on small and minute points, and thereby 
produce u general concurrence against 
ministers to criticize upon their conduct, 
when such members might have but small 
and minute differences in their opinions as 
to the detail of a system to which they 
generally assent; but it is amotion cal¬ 
culated to embrace all those who consider 
that such a measure ought to be adopted 
and substituted for that which they consi¬ 
der to be inadequate for our defence, and 
to call the attention of those who are dis¬ 
posed to take a grave and radical review 
of our public affairs—a review of all the 
resources which govt, have brought for¬ 
ward ; who think that no part of our de¬ 
fence is adequate to what we ought to 
expect—all those who are convinced* by 
experience, that after 12 months have been 
given to thefce gent, to exhaust all the re* 


sources of their minds* to amend* end 
what they have thought, to improve from 
the suggestion of others; alt those who 
are convinced upon mature reflection, that 
from the present ministers, or under them* 
nothing is likely to originate to give to this 
country any fair chance of having what is 
due to its own zeal and its own exertion* 
at the most important and the most .criti¬ 
cs period that ever existed in, its history, 
which he embraced by the present motion; 
and I confess I am one of those who look 
at this subject in that point of view, and 
I am inclined to support this motion on 
almost all the grounds which the hon. gent* 
urged who moved it. I feel it my duty to 
rny sovereign and to my country, to do so, 
not only on all the reasons which that hon. 
gent, has urged in support of it, but also 
for matiy which he. omitted to state, and 
which I shall slightly touch upon. But the 
right hon. gent, who spoke last, with all 
his recollection of the records of parlia¬ 
ment, and with all the force of his imagi¬ 
nation, which he indulged to supply his 
recollection, has only proved that he knew 
of no motion like the present; and also 
by the $&roe authority, which is lwnsdf, 
that when circumstances are extraordinary, 
the measures to provide for them are like-* 
wise extraordinary; and I think we may 
add, that whatever extraordinary mea¬ 
sures may be adopted, the present crisis 
which requires them is also extraordinary; 
and this the right hon. gent, appeal's to be 
surprized at, as if it were extraordinary to 
propose a committee of this House, to 
consider of the means for providing for the 
defence of the country; as if it were ex¬ 
traordinary, that after 12 mouths of the 
war, preceded by a peace which, by the 
confession of ministers themselves, was a 
mere notice of that war, and a war in 
which they themselves have been exhausted 
in their skill; and yet in the course of the 
last 12 months, they have brought forward 
nothing in which there has not been a va¬ 
riety of contradictions in the plana, repug* 
nancies in the measures, and imbecility 
in the execution. Nothing in which every 
step has not been marked by utmeceasaty 
delay; and at last the measures adopted 
amounting almost to a retraction of tb© 

| principle upon which it was founded. I 
should say it is extraordinary indeed, if 
! after having such and so many melancholy 
[ proofs that ministers themselves, after f©* 
i peated trials, have proved what is to be 
| expected from them, by what they have 
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torodi*ciB0* if this House did not inquire abut it is a force which all of us allowed to 
Into thte itupottant subject, in the hope of; be an extremely valuable force 5 and now 
beingable to devise some better means for there is hardly any difference between tl>e 
tfcfe defence of the country than any which hon. gent, who made this motion, and his 
they have brought forward for that pur. Majesty’s government, on the subject of 
pose; a course in which, if they are per- the armed peasantry, he says it may be a 
emitted to go on, there can be no hope of proper thing if ministers and parliament 
mfct$ to this couutry. Such has been the shall think it right. So the right hon. 
mode in which they have managed the im-] gent, has gone the length of admitting the 
portaut charge of defending the country ! I measure may be right, if he shall hereafter 
teel that l am compelled to make this thiuk so. 1 say, i think it clearly right 
Strong and explicit declaration of my sen-, that you should institute an inquiry whe* 
timents. f do consider the measure for thet ther it is right or not. Have we not been 
toereafife of the regular army as a measure told by ministers for these six months past, 
for which ministers are unable to provide;' that the invasion might take place per- 
for it is only a feW nights ago, since we j haps within 24 hours? Is it a time to pro* 
had the confession of ministers themselves, crastinate any wise measures, any efficient 
that the necessity was so great fof the plans of defence, at a time when we see that 
tanking a provision for this purpose, that the enemy have surmounted many of those 
Hhe measure thfcy themselves had formerly preliminary difficulties which some months 
tarought forward, they would consent to ago were deemed invincible ? Have not the 
Abandon, if by any other measure the in- enemy supplied those means of conveyance 
crease of the regular army could be pro- which it was at first thought must render 
dttced.—-I do not mean to say any thing of all the threats of the enemy vain and fu¬ 
tile propriety of thfe measure proposed tile t Have they not, in the face of that 
tipon the subject of hn armed peasantry, nary which ministers so confidently boast 
, nor of substituting an armed peasantry for has been carried to its utmost strength, and 
the volunteers; which the right toon, gent.] has been distributed with the most perfect 
Who spoke last, at onetime was about to, judgment—have they not, within sight of 
state, as being the idea of the lion, gent.; otrr shores, and in defiance of our ob^ 
who has broiight forward this motion; bub struction, assembled in one port between 
he set himself right afterwards, and ad-* 13 and 1400 vessels, capable of conveying 
initted of a difference, not a very slight from 50 to 100 and 150 men each ? Have 
one, that of adding an armed peasantry to: they not proved that aJl our reasonings 
the volunteers, instead of substituting them about the impossibility of sailing from one 
*for the volunteers. And if there are per- port, the difficulty ot a concerted attack, 
%Ons who think, that, in point ol substance, the obstacle of winds and tides, were un- 
"thfe volunteers are more essential for the founded, und that the contempt we enter- 
adtudl and efficient sendee of the country tained tor their preparations and for their 
than the gmied peasantry, as certainly menaces were ill-founded and unwarrant* 
there are great numbers that would be for ed ? With such facte before us, ought we 
altering the quality of out mode of defence; to suspend or delay any means that can 
but then they ritay assent to having the aid contribute to our safety ? We ought not to 
of the peasantry, but not in the way in treat with contempt, or with a false secu- 
which it was stated by the right hon. gent.; rity pronounce impracticable, the projects 
And, as to the volunteers, We have a right of a bold, enterprizing, and desperate, 
to avail ourselves of the full benefit of that though often fortunate enemy, and one, 
force 1 ; a force which has often been, and too, that never stood in the way of good 
jdfetly is, a favourite With this House and fortune by a dread of bad. If, then, an 
the public ; a force, Which whatever it may armed peasantry is calculated to be of any 
have 1 been in its origin, hashow theudvan- utility m Essex, Kent, or Sussex, in op- 
t&geof being formed, and of being iti a posing an enemy, and retarding their pro- 
• 3 great state of efficiency as a force, though gress to the metropolis, it is fit that no time 
*none of its efficiency has been owing to should be lost in devising a plan for obtain- 
•minlrtte, * Often ft has produced among ing this additional aid. The hon. gent, nertt 
Opinion, As to^the contends, that the motion is uncoristitu- 
«|fitedse extent to Which yOu should carry tional; but what is there Unconstitutional 
Ond as to the circumstances under in referring to the consideration of a 
##fekh, you should render effectual committee of the whole House, which 4 
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tinderstand to be the object of the motion 
(Mr. Fox nodded assent), certain acts 
passed by tlu legislature, bo that they may 
be modified, altered, and improved ? Is 
the hon. gent, who so long filled that chair, 
with so much credit to himself and advan¬ 
tage to the House, so little acquainted 
with parliamentary usages as not to know, 
that in a committee of the whole House 
alone several proceedings can regularly 
originate. Matters of religion, grievance, 
trade, finance, &c. must first be discussed in 
a committee of the whole House. If, then, 
questions on those subjects must originate 
in a committee, can there be any scruple 
to refer to a similar committee, measures, 
the object of which is to defend every 
tiling that is dear and valuable to a state, 
the religion which exalts, the commerce 
which enriches, the laws which regulate 
and protect ? Is there any thing extraordi¬ 
nary, any thing dangerous, then, in the 
present motion ? Will it be said that the 
system of defence is so good that there is 
nothing to be added to it ? I? the expe¬ 
rience of it in its fruits and effects such as 
to encourage us 1o rely with implicit con¬ 
fidence in the energy and resources of mU 
nisters? What measures have they ever 
adopted that have not been thwarted by 
some other of their measures ? What effi¬ 
cient plan has been proposed for the re¬ 
cruiting the regular army i Can we indulge 
the vain and chimerical hope, that, with¬ 
out any new regulations as to the period 
of service, such as those proposed by the 
right hon. gent, recruits will be obtained 
for eight guineas, when they can hardly 
be procured for forty and fifty pounds ? Is 
it upon the wisdom, the vigilance, and the 
energy of these ministers that we can 
rely, when we have seen that no one mea¬ 
sure for the public defence can they be 
truly said to have originated, when several 
they have retarded or enfeebled ? I am 
satisfied that some plan for the permanent 
recruiting of the army ought to be fettled, 
and that we ought with all dispatch proceed 
' to that important subject. But neglecting, 
the regular array* have ministers improved 
and perfected that system of the volun¬ 
teers in which they have spent so much J 
time? I venture to affirm* that the volun¬ 
teer system is still far from that state of 
perfection to which it might be carried. 
The army of reserve, instead of being sus¬ 
pended, should be modified.* In regard to 
fortifications, too, in which, hitherto, so 
little has been do ne> L will venture to state, 
Yol* II. * 


that due precaution# in that department 
have been much neglected, and that map 
things have been omitted to be done, which, 
in case of invasion, would tend both to save 
the lives of men and to Check (be progress 
of an invader. From all that I have hoard, 
too, on the subject of the n avy, and in spiteof 
that magnificent catalogue of ships wbichmir 
rasters have produced, and which’1 Shat1 adt 
at present dissect, 1 must repeat, that the 
conduct of that branch of our defence,'hah 
not been such as the public had a right td 
expect, and upon this subject I inky take 
an opportunity to state circumstances thitfit 
will astonish the House and the counirvV 
These, and many other considerations, 
form the moat conclusive argument in fa¬ 
vour of the motion, and though the right 
hon. gent, who made it, did not dilate oh 
these topics, he naturally expected, and 
stated his expectation, that they would be 
taken up by other speakers in the course 
of the debate* It is true that ministers on 
this as on former occasions, have given us 
a pompous enumeration of the force of the 
country. I have heard that statement 
with pride. It affords the most consolatory 
evidence of what the country is capable of 
doing* But I and other members of this 
House have at least as good a tight to 
exult in thnt survey of our strength as mi* 
lusters. We have not been wanting in 
our exertions to contribute to call forth the 
spirit of the country, and to organize its 
strength. That spirit and exertion* how¬ 
ever, belong to the country, and are not to 
bo ascribed to the direction or the energy 
of the government. Indeed, if there be 
any who ought peculiarly to separate that 
pride from any feeling of personal merit, it 
is the present ministers, who have had so 
little share in the national energy. No one 
measure can they claim as their own j no 
one-measure have they improved and per¬ 
fected ; very many they have weakened 
by their delays, and destroyed by theirin- 
congruities. Whatever then the spirit and 
zeal of a free and brave people may have 
been, under the sense*©! danger, ought 
fairly to be separated from the tardiness, 
iangour, and imbecility of ministers in 
every thing of which they have assumed the 
direction* Ministers boast of what others 
have Suggested, or voluntary public zeal 
ha* effected, as if what was done was per¬ 
fectly adequate to our security. But is it 
enough to have provided against the danger 
of a final conquest ? Enough has not been 
done unless we have adopted every practri 
O 
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e«ble and rational means of checking the 
enemy* «iiould they invade our shorn, 
with the least sacrifice of life, with the 
least waste of the public resources, with 
A rapidity that will disappoint the enemy's 
projects of devastation. Enough has not 
gmea done, unless every thing has been 
provided, by which, in the shortest space, 
w$ may be enabled to defeat the enemy 
with that signal: overthrow and destruc¬ 
tion, as will tor everdfeter them from a 
repetition *>f the attack, and for ever re¬ 
lieve the country from the alarm aud 
anxiety of invasion, I do not mean to 
£ay that the enemy would, according to 
JtU human calculation, succeed in their 
designs, even had we no other means of 
.defence hut those which wow exist; but 
jhftve we reason to ; believe that our 
ftrength is yet arrayed in the best manner, 
t hat our forces are distributed at the pro¬ 
per points, 3o as to act with the most de¬ 
cisive effect? Unless this be done (as I 
fear it is not), it is not enough to say 
that we have 184,000 regulars and mi- 
ditiar and 400,000 volunteers; and, in¬ 
deed, when it is proved by their awn 
Statements, that the resources of die coun¬ 
try are so great, it forms an additional 
ground* of censure against ministers, if our 
system of defence be not adequate to every 
, demand. As to the observations which have 
been made upon tbe amount of force which 
should have been kept up during the peace, 
and the proportion which existed at the 
■pen^wal of the war, whatever I may think 
with respect to the opinion held by the 
: lion., gent, who opened the debate upon 
: a.jfermer occasion, I cannot, without sur¬ 
prise, hear from the right hon. gent, who 
hap just sat dwq, that he conceived the 
force which was maintained during the 
peace 0 $ amply jufeefent to meet any pro¬ 
bable emergency; fer that right bon. gent. 
} wus in possession of much knowledge of 
the disposition of the enemy, which must' 
{ fc&ve. satisfied his mind pf /the propriety of 
juaking more extensive preparations for a 
state of hostility; That knowledge the 
?i$ht ban. gent, to be $ure studiously con* 
pealed from parliament, and therefore the 
JbOn. gept. upon the opposite bench was, 
with many others, incompetent to form 
any opinion of the impending danger; 
hut opt so his Mfyasty'# ministers, who had 
yet neglected to provide against it,, They 
who, by a miwifesto since imWished to 
the world, explained that there were 
‘ grounds, almost from immediately after 


the conclusion of the peace, to complain 
of the cpnduct and to suspect the inten¬ 
tions of Buonaparte, had yet omitted to 
devise measures to counteract his designs, 
and to put die country in a state fitted for 
the description of hostility to be appre¬ 
hended. In this state the country is not, 
in point of fact, even now placed; and 
this forms one of inv reasons for concur¬ 
ring in the motion before the House, be¬ 
cause, as they who thought the peace not 
likely to continue, did not prepare for 
war, and who, since the war has com- 
I uacnced, have not preserved that course 
of vigorous exertion which the situation 
of the empire called for, are not those in 
whom I would confide for the establish** 
ment of our security. Ministers foresaw 
the war, and yet they <Jid not attempt to 
ballot for the militia, as they should have 
done, during the peace. Tltey should have 
availed themselves of that period, when 
they must, according to their own confes¬ 
sions, since so repeatedly made, have con¬ 
templated war as something more than 
probable, set every means in motion of 
defending the country against invasion.— 
The observations they were enabled to 
make, at the close of the last war, of the 
plans and purpose of Buonaparte, were 
sufficient to assure them that his first no¬ 
tion wus an invasion of Uiis country, w inch 
the short period that elapsed between the 
establishment of peace upon the Conti¬ 
nent, and the conclusion of the treaty of 
Amiens, did not qualify him to attempt, 
but the progress of ins then preparations 
served to shew that lib resolution was not 
to make desultory attacks upon us, but to 
do that which he has since accomplished, 
visn to collect a large force upon some 
part of the coast most convenient for the 
purpose of making a descent upon this 
country* What then are we to think of 
those mmieteiX’Who, with such an oppor¬ 
tunity of observation, overlooked renew¬ 
ing the balfet for that important part of 
our force, the militia, during peace ? And 
how did they act towards the volunteers, on 
whose gallantry they now profess so much 
to^ely t Tile House must have in recollec¬ 
tion the letters which ministers addressed 
to 4hat body of men during the peace, 
which letters were so much calculated ra¬ 
ther to damp than to animate and encou¬ 
rage the zeal of those corps. But this was 
not all; for, .under circumstances pecu¬ 
liarly auspicious for the purpose, and with 
I tta prospects before them I have already 
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mentioned, they refused to attend tt> a 
plau suggested to them for providing a 
certain resource for the recruiting und 
supply of our reg 14 .br army. This plan 
was founded upon the same principle as 
that of the army of reserve, with the ad¬ 
dition of that which I took occasion lately 
to lay before the Mouse, and which, it 
adopted when my opinion was first urged 
to ministers, would have furnished the 
means of adding to our army, with all 
possible expedition, not less than 40 or 
£ 0.000 men. This plan has, I admit, been 
since adopted in part; and 1 shall Cer¬ 
tainly feel it my duty to urge the adoption 
.of the whole of it again and again* The 
committee proposed by the motion, I con¬ 
ceive the most convenient place for enter- 
ing into the detail of this and other mea¬ 
sures for the pubJic defence, to no branch 
of which, I perceive with regret, have mi¬ 
nisters attended in due time, and to the 
execution of none of which do they appear 
to be adequate. Passing by all the omis¬ 
sions I complain of during the period of 
peace; drawing a veil over their conduct 
ou that occasion altogether; and sup¬ 
posing the war recommenced as much to 
the surprise of ministers, as to that of 
many persons in that House and tbe coun¬ 
try ; supposing that they were not at all 
prepared to expect it, let us only look at 
their proceedings since that event, and let 
us examine how far their measures have 
been so contrived or executed as to justify 
a hope*, much less an opinion, of safety 
to be derived irom their exertion. The 
first part of .their plan of defence, and 
that to which they seemed principally to 
look, related to volunteers. This topic 
has, I am aware, been already very fully 
discussed, and on that account overlooked 
by the lion, mover of the proposition be¬ 
fore the House; bui upon this point I 
would wish to ask of ministers whether 
they foresaw, or had even a remote idea, 
at the commencement of hostilities, that 
this description of our force would have 
extended so far, whether they contem¬ 
plated that it ever should be so numerous ? 

It was known by those who had any know¬ 
ledge of their sentiments, who had my 
conversation with ministers, that they had 
no such intent ions, and that, Qn the con¬ 
trary, they expressed their disapprobation 
of the policy of their predecessors, in al¬ 
lowing the volunteer system to euj true so 
much. This fact I allude to merely to 
shew that they arc entitled to no praise 
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for the tnultipiication of t the volunteers^, 
and To state that the spirit which 
duced the increase of that body, arose pul 
oi the discussions of thia Hauser—a Sftpij 
which, as ministers themselves admitted, 
far outvies their calculation or - 
and also, asr it seemed, exceeded tb$ijr 
power of direction, -for they afterwards 
thought proper to check and restrain 
So much as to the origin of the* valua¬ 
tor system. But how did ministers pro¬ 
ceed to carry that, system into execution ? 
Why, without going much at length iu|p 
this - part of tire subject, which 1 do not 
mean at present, I will merely remark on 
the case of exemptions, which have beeu 
much and very justly objected to. The 
propriety of granting of these exemptions 
I never could see—certain it is that they 
were never necessary; for the volunteers* 
for the most part,, required «o such thing 
in f the shape of encouragement tp offer 
their services, and many of them were not 
at all awate, when they did engage* that 
any exemptions were to be granted: on 
the contrary, it is notorious that they+ver# 
in several districts actually subscribing f 
certain sum each to purchase substitutes 
for any of their body which might fee bal¬ 
loted for the militia. Such was the state 
of the volunteers when the act of parlia¬ 
ment was passed, with the strong recom¬ 
mendation of ministers, for allowing ex¬ 
emptions, clogged', however, with such 
conditions, that the measure was not to 
be well understood. In another part of 
this act of minister^, there was.something 
still less intelligible with respect to a vo¬ 
lunteer’s right of resignation, upon which * 
ministers had evinced the most complete 
want of penetration and foresight. Had 
they judged wisely, they never would have 
attempted to dispute this right; for, para¬ 
doxical as it may seem, nothing tends 
more to preserve discipline among those 
corps, than the undisputed exercise of 
this right; and the reason is this, that 
while a volunteer has the right of leaving 
a cprps, he cannot object to any regular 
tkm that may be deemed necessary by a. 
commanding officer for the promotion of 
orejer and discipline, in such corps, the 
private having bis choice to submit or 
resign: but aa to the act of ministers, the 
Attorney-General, for whose judgment and 
teaming I entertain the most unieigneu 
respect, interpreted the law upon resigna¬ 
tions in one way, and the court of King f ^ 
Bunch in another, ministers, in this eon * 
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tradieticm, thought proper to circulate the undertook to panegyrise the real and gal- 
opinion of the former as that to be acted lantry of the volunteers. When that hon. 
**f*|ft: % the volunteers, although they gent, two days before the sessions closed, 
'MMiitice avowed that they did not agree thought proper, and, in the opinion of 
with that opinion, and that they intended many intelligent respectable members, very 
fO introduce a declaratory law upon the prematurely, to move a vote of thanks to 
subject. This I must class among the most the volunteers, he stated that such vote 
unaccountable proceedings of ministers, was not only a just acknowledgment for 
As to the volunteer system generally, ac- the patriotism, they, who were then embo- 
cording to its present constitution, it ap* died had manifested} but that it would 
pears to me to have several radical errors, operate to encourage further voluntary of- 
and principally to the mode iu which ters of service. Ministers applauded 
th* Volunteers are distributed over the warmly the motion of the hon. gent, but 
face of the Country. When they were how did they afterwards act? The hon. 
forming, and particularly when it was de~ gent, moved at the same time, that there 
t^rmined to limit their numbers, regard should be laid before the House, at its 
sbduld have been had to the proportion meeting after the recess, a list of such 
proper to be assigned to each district, new corps as should volunteer; but there 
With that view, it would have been right was another list which the hon. gent, neg- 
to cbnsider the difference between the in- looted to move for, namely, of all the 
lind and maritime counties, which were corps which should be reduced or rejected 
the more probable points of attack, and in the same interval. Had the hon. gent, 
which was the most important to preserve, done so, he would have seen what use had 
Our great naval arsenals, and those places been tnadc of his motion, for the first 
which are most contiguous to our principal step taken by ministers almost imme- 
manUfactories, ought of course to be the diately after its adoption was, to suspend 
Jlrst objects of govt, in settling the relative the progress of that voluntary zeal which 
proportion of volunteers which the several the hon. gent, in common with every man 
districts should be allowed to furnish—- who valued the character and safety of the 
allowed, I call it, for it was at the discre- country, so much admired. Ministers tie- 
tion of govt, to accept the services of termined at once that the volunteers 
many corps which they rejected, and gene- should not be increased any further, but 
rally without any reference to the consi- that, on the contrary, their numbers should 
deration of local defence which I have be diminished. The notice of this deter- 
mentiOned. When they thought proper urination was speedily circulated among 
to limit the volunteers to six times ihe the volunteers, accompanied by the hon. 
number of the militia, and for what rea- gent/s vote of tharfks. Thus the volun- 
son I cannot divine, they put Staffordshire teers were complimented for that, which 
and Derbyshire quite on a par with the govt, at the same time told them they did 
maritime counties. No distinction was not wish for, they would not accept, 
made in favour of those districts which lie There is a word in French, remercier, 
most convenient to the enemy s coast, and which literally implies returning thanks for 
which are most likely to be the first points proffered services, Which it is not intended 
of attack. Can any man say that there to accept; and this word has close ana- 
was any thing like policy 4n such an ar- logy to the conduct of ministers in the 
r&ngement, or that indeed there is to be communication of the motion of thunks, 
found ip any part of the structure or exe~ which they agreed in, in company with 
CUtion of the volunteer system, so far as the strange resolution which I have already 
ministers are concerned, that which can mentioned; In regard to the enrolment 
deserve the character of discretion, or the of volunteer corjis, so far as such enrol- 
appmvttl of a statesman; There was, in merit is connected with the provisions of 
fact, no part of the conduct pursued by the Defence Act, I must again repeat the 
govt, towards the volunteers, which did complaint I tmve often made, of the total 
not‘ form some ground for complaint, omission of govt, to execute the powers 
which did pot offer some evidence of vested in it by that act; and any difficul- 
wjkVeriPg and inconsistency. The Hdhse ties that have arisen in the progress of the 
m' witnessed the part they took at the ballot, I do conceive to be attributable to 
close of the last sessions, when an hon. the non-exercise of the power 1 have re. 
#ht. on the other side (Mr. Sheridan) ferred to. As to the refusal of adequate, 
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pecqniary, and military aid to the volun¬ 
teers, 1 must observe, that it is amongst 
the most culpable and inconsistent part of 
the conduct of ministers. Without going 
minutely into the consequences of such 
conduct, which it would be, more conve¬ 
nient to detail iu the proposed committee, 

I have only at present to remark, that 
whatever difference of opinion may exist 
between my lion, friend on the lower 
bench (Mr. Windham) and me, with re¬ 
spect to the volunteers, and tjie practical 
bility of rendering them perfect in military 
discipline, there can be no difference be¬ 
tween us as to this point, that they ought 
to be furnished with the best instruction 
that is attainable, and both he and I have 
a right to complain of ministers in not 
following up their own principle, by giving 
the necessary aid to promote the improve¬ 
ment of the volunteers. My lion, friend 
has always maintained that the volunteers 
cannot be rendered equal to, or fit to act 
with regular troops; but ministers have 
uniformly resisted this opinion. Wli) 
then have they not provided adequately 
for the execution of their* own ideas ? 
No, they have only allowed pay for 20 
days in a year, although, in the opinion 
of all military men, no new raised regi¬ 
ment of the regular army, with all the ad* 
vantages of subordination, martial law, 
&c. could be disciplined fit for service iu 
less than six weeks, or two months. Will 
any man say, that so short p period 
should be deemed sdflicieut for the disci¬ 
pline of the volunteers ? But I shall be 
told, probably, that it was expected the 
volunteers would, independently of the 
20 days, attend to drill on every Sunday. 
If they were, should 1 maintain that, Sun¬ 
days included, the time was not sufficient 
to instruct them, and should not be relied 
on in the existing circumstances of ‘the 
country, when we were daily menaced 
with invasion—that invasion which minis¬ 
ters have been perpetually telling us was 
daily to be expected since the middle of 
last summer. Notwithstanding this ap¬ 
prehension, such has been the behaviour 
of ministers, that 1 much fear if the enemy 
should not attack us until evei|the middle 
of next summer, he would finPthe volun¬ 
teers very imperfectly disciplined. I can¬ 
not help expressing my surprise that mi¬ 
nisters cpuld have ever seriously calcu* 
lated upon the, probability that the la¬ 
bouring classes, of whom so many of the 
volunteers consist, woqJLd be so prompt tp 
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devote the only dap they have for nertfa* : 
tiou an d repose to the study of tmlitajy; 
discipline. It certainly did not betray ahjf\ 
policy or consideration so to calqulaje;,! 
but even supposing they were so to>Ssemr‘* 
ble, and also to attend the 20 days, bow 
were they to attaiu the instruction desired # 
from the present mode, and fronv tbit 
which has prevailed uniformly. I sug¬ 
gested to ministers a plan of instruction, 
which I was told should be considered 5 . 
but as they have never yet acted upou »it^ * 
nor appear at all to consider it, their proV 
mise of consideration upon this, as well da 
upon other points, reminds me of a prac* 
tice in the legislative assembly of a neigh- . 
bouring nation (the United States of Hol¬ 
land), in which, when it was determined 
to get rid of a question, the resolution 
was ad referendum, which meant to take 
no more notice of it. The nature of the 
project I thought it my duty to recommend, 
to ministers, related particularly to that 
which I have often mentioned in this 
House. For the advancement of the dis¬ 
cipline of the volunteers, I urged the ne- 
cessity of appointing adjutants to a car- , 
tain number of men. This has been in 
part acceded to, but iu what manner f An’ 
adjutant is appointed to such corps only 
as amounts to 400 men, and to them only, 
in case they exercise 80 days iu the year, 
although the men are allowed pay but for 
20 days. Where, I would put it to the 
common sense of any man, can be found 
a stronger instance of weakness and incon¬ 
sistency, than this order furnishes? No 
provision is made for the pay of the adju¬ 
tant, unless the cuips exercise 80 days, for 
one-fourth of which only the men are 
made any allowance. Is not this alone 
enough to expose the mind of ministers—- 
to shew their disacquaintance with the 
means of executing their own purposesS 
Iudeed, I am perfec tly convinced of their 
want of vigours every circumstance serve®* 
to shew it, and I have therefore the 
strongest conviction upon my mind that 
they are incapable of acting upon any 
thing like system, of adopting or execute 
mg any well-digested or energetic plan 
for the defence of the country. I do cot 
of course place any hope on their exer¬ 
tions* and therefore concur in the pro-* 
priety.of the proposed committee, where 
every question connected with our secu¬ 
rity may be fully investigated. One rea¬ 
son, 1 recollect, for so tardily adopting 
the plan for the appointment of adjutant® 
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was, difficulty of procuring officers since the commencement of the war, I 
(r#m jHp |ine t» fill those stations. I re* state broadly, that no part ol' the measures 
itfl&m&oikd that serjeanfc^m^jors should for the increase of our military establish- 
bechosea; but to this I was told, that ment has originated with them. If, said 
liQ^apt-majors could not be persuaded he, the right hon. gent, means to deny 
to give up their situations, for such adju- my assertion, I shall appeal to the reeol- 
tanci^s, unless they. were allowed halt lection of the House, whether in June 
pay. I saw no good reason for declining last, when the army estimates were under 
to, make this julowahce, and I therefore discussion, I did not ask the right hon. 
Oaviped it in December last. I was pro- Sec. at* War (Mr. Bragge) after he had 
mised that the Subject would be taken into finished his statement—1 did uot ask if 
consideration, I afterwards applied, in what he hack mentioned comprehended all 
March, to know the result of the consi* the provision that ministers meant to make 
jierftidiir but I was told that no decision for the defence of the country* To this 
was made, and l understand it is unde- I was answered in the affirmative, and T 
Cldqd still* while the discipline of the vo* accordingly gave notice of my intention 
*lunteGrs does and has for months back so to submit a measure founded on the sam6 
Imperatively called tor an immediate de- principle with that of the army of reserve, 
crijon respecting it, although this was one Any benefit that may have resulted from 
of the defects in the volunteer system, that measure is not, I assert, attributable 
which gQvt. promised to cure. When, to ministers, who were quite at a loss 
before last Christmas, an application was' what course to take—who knew not, in 
made to ministers with regard to the con- fact, what measures were applicable to the 
fution* which prevailed among the volun- dangers of the country. I will not dwell 
teers, the gent* who applied were desired on the execution of the Army of Reserve 
to wait until after the Christmas recess, act, as I sbull go into that subject very 
when a digested plan would be brought fully on Wednesday next, and if 1 should 
forward by ministers,, which should re- not then have the good fortune of per- 
move and prevent die recurrence of the suading the House to accede to the propo- 
fvils complained of, and communicate to sition which 1 would wish to have in* 
the volunteer system all the perfection of grafted on the Army of Reserve Bill, in 
which it was susceptible. This digested order to provide a constant anti regular 
plan has beau laid before the House, and supply of recruits for our regular army, 1 
at length made its way, after various al- shall feel an advantage in the existence of 
terattons, through it. Those alterations such a ^committee as the motion before 
were added in the House of Lords; and the House proposes to establish, as I may 
now it is returned to us, there is scarcely thus have an opportunity of again pressing 
one feature remaining of the original mca. the project upon the consideration of the 
$ure* of the well*digested plan of minis- -House—a project which, if I am able to 
tars. The suggestions made to them by demonstrate its practicability for great ob- 
©thers they reluctantly adopted, and the jects in view, 1 am sure that e\ery man 
object of those suggestions they in some will feel it to be desirable, and all will be 
instances have almost defeated, as in the ready to give it their concurrence. If I 
case of inviting the volunteers* to perma- can shew that even a small increase can 
neat duty, and applying the guinea-pro,- be derived from this project to our regular 
posed to be given them as bounty* which army, it is impossible to doubt that any 
fe* to be distributed in such a way as to member will refuse it his support. The 
bold Out no inducement to the men, or mode proposed by ministers to raise any 
benefit to their families. Ministers have addition to the regular army, to supply 
been equally injudicious in every other the suspension of the army of reserve, I 
o£ defence, from the army of re* confess I cannot understand. -They have 
servo to the enrolment of classes under not stated jpy inducement to men to en- 
the General Defence Act—an act which list beyoiw# guineas bounty, and how 
I bad the honour of a large share in sag- they can procure them for such a sum, 
gesting, and I lament much that ministers while 30 guineas and more are giving for 
did not adopt it at a more 'early period * • ■ militia substitutes, it is difficult to ima* 
but the fact is, that so far from ministers gine; unless the intention be that which 
having spontaneously taken any vigorous no one has yet avowed, because all have 
proceeding for the defence of the country been unanimous in condemning the prao- 
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tice, viz. that of raising men for rank. 
It may be said that tiiis practice has pre* 
vailed when I was in power, but then the 
experience of that practice afforded a 
complete warning against it. I am quite 
ready to declare, that I am sorry for 
the share I had in that measure, and ex¬ 
perience convinces me, that it ought 
never again to be resorted to. Other 
gent, have appeared, and professed to be 
equally adverse to that measure, and their 
minds must be of a strange character, if 
what they have observed is not sufficient 
to dissuade them from it# Nothing can 
he more absurd than to suppose, that if 
they persist in the old and scandalous 
practice of crimping, all its attendant 
frauds and impositions will not return 5 
and it is equally absurd to fancy, that only 
fi guineas bounty will be given. Why not 
let the army of reserve go on along with 
this new plan, whatever it may be? If offi¬ 
cers are to run a race together for rank, 
as I understand they are, for although the 
intention is not avowed in this House by 
ministers, applications are known to be 
made to and by several officers—why take 
away the competition of the army of re¬ 
serve ? I cannot conceive any thing more 
irrational. When a new mode of raising 
recruits for the regular army is proposed, 
it naturally brings to my mind an opinion 
which is much disputed, and upon which, 
because it is so disputed by some great 
military authorities, 1 cannot presume to 
pronounce a decided sentiment, I moan 
the propriety of raising men for limited 
service in point, although I certainly should 
think it the moie eligible policy, and best 
calculated to render the army respectable 
and efficient. However, military objec¬ 
tions as to the difficulty, if such a system 
existed, of supplying our foreign stations, 
must be overcome before the system-be¬ 
at tempted. As to the plan for bringing thfe 
Irish militia over here, I do not approve of it 
under existing circumstances. No argument 
can be drawn in favour of such a plaft at 
present, from a precedent which occurred 
in quite a different situation of things. 
With respect to the interchange of the 
militias of the two countries* there are 
many physical objections to it that would 
render it a measure very disagreeable to 
the officers connected with both militias; 
and here I must notice a rumour which 
-has gone abroad, that applications have; 
been lately made to the privates of the 
West Kent militia, without the knowledge 
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of th«jr officers,* to volunteer their eeriu* 
vices for Ireland: this practice deserves ** 
be strongly reprobated. to try m 

prevail on mm to tjuittjtfir^wireota^ 
within half a day’s sail of the enemy, H 
proceed to the distance of Ireland !«**Tbe 
ht«n mover of the proposition cinder de- 
bate has alluded, m the course of ; kt* 
speech, to the power which, im ray op&* 
nion, belongs to the Crown, to call odl 
the population of the country i» the evoftfc 
of an invasion, as expressed in the prtf* 
amble to the General Defence Act* "t 
perceive, that the hon. gent/a sentiment 
differs from mine. I do not mean to dis¬ 
cuss this subject at present; but I mutt 
observe, that nothing appears clearer' to 
me than this proposition, that the state has 
a right to call the people to defend it, 
and that in the Crown, being the depositary 
of the power of the state, is vested the right 
of so calling out the people upon a great 
emergency* This right 1 think I could she#, 
from a series of precedents, to be recognj&e€ 
by the constitution and custom of thte 
country; that it is & right inherent in 
the Crown to exercise this power accord¬ 
ing to the necessity of such case as may 
arise, and to be limited by that necessity* 
The Crown, it must be admitted, possesses 
the power of putting any district of the 
kingdom under martial law, in case of 
invasion; subject, however, to that re¬ 
sponsibility to which ministers would be 
liable for the abuse of any such power.— 
Upon the respective interchange of the 
services of the two militias of England 
and Ireland, I think, considering the pe¬ 
culiar principles on which they are offi¬ 
cered, it would put the landed gent, of 
both countries to great and unexpected 
inconvenience^ and therefore would ope¬ 
rate injuriously on that constitutional esta¬ 
blishment. If, however,. this interchange 
of service is right at all, it must be 
general principles, or on account of par¬ 
ticular and pressing urgency, that super¬ 
sedes all regular establishment, such 
arose from the situation of Ireland, when, 
during the former administration, the Eng¬ 
lish militia volunteered their services to 
that country. If the present ministers do 
not advance any general principle to jus¬ 
tify the measure, and certainly no idea of 
urgency presents itself bn either aide tfcfe 
wafer, vbat there is no necessity is obvtots* 
from the very arguments of ministers, tor 
they say, don't be afraid to vote with 
on thia subject, for it is not Our i&teatiofe 
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to. :C«iy. it into execution %: a partial 
Httd disGretioaary measure; it must of 
course be unjustifiable and wrong. On 
general principles they have not at¬ 
tempted to defend it. Tins last measure 
<ot his Majesty’s ministers, shews clearly 
Shat the regular army is not yet adequate 
to the necessity of the state, and implies 
that means should be taken to increase it 
The method of so doing may be'subject 
to some variety of opinion; perhaps I may 
not see it exactly in the same light as the 
hom gent. (Mr. Fox), yet I do not per¬ 
ceive any material practical difference be¬ 
tween us. The general principle and out¬ 
lines of our national defence appears to 
me good, regarding as it does the regulars, 
army of reserve, militia, and volunteers. 
Were they less defensible in principle than 
they are, 1 should consider them as exist¬ 
ing establishments, in the present moment, 
more agreeable to confirm and improve, 
than abolish and substitute by new. Thus 
I declare my opinion on this subject, with¬ 
out at this time entering into a more par¬ 
ticular defence of it. With respect to the 
power of the Crown to call on every sub¬ 
ject under its dominion, in case of abso¬ 
lute need, this, I take, under some form 
or other, to be incident to the very esta¬ 
blishment of civil society, and, in fact, 
whenever occasion required, has been exer¬ 
cised. The principle is, however, limited 
by its necessity, which scarcely can, arise 
but whetf the state of things would autho¬ 
rise the Crown of itself to proclaim mar¬ 
tial law; and if the constitution should 
survive that urgent state of things, the 
counsellors of fyis Majesty would, doubt¬ 
less, be as amenable to constitutional re¬ 
sponsibility for that, as any other act of 
their administration. As puch is the un¬ 
doubted right and prerogative of the 
Crown, I should think; with a view to pos¬ 
sible emergencies, that legislative 1 provi¬ 
sion should, in the present juncture, a lit¬ 
tle anticipate the justifiable necessity to 
Which 1 have referred, at least so far 
as to put every man in the Maritime 
counties, likely to be the seat of the ene¬ 
my's attempt, under the immediate power 
of the crown, in case of actual or immi¬ 
nent danger of invasion. In those coun¬ 
ties most likely to be the seat of war, such 
as Kent, Essex, Sussex, Suffolk, Devon¬ 
shire, Cornwall, and the vicinity of New¬ 
castle, 1 also think a greater proportion of 
,volunteers should be allowed than ia others, 
%%, least so far as the convenience and vo¬ 


luntary offers of individuals will allow. 
But I shall not stop here; I must say, that 
our naval means are insufficient for our 
defence; and that there is a great defi¬ 
ciency of the means for keeping up our 
navy. Into these points I shall enter mi¬ 
nutely, upon some future occasion. At 
present, I shall only say, in vindication of 
myself, from all the obloquy thrown upon 
me by officers brought from distant stations 
to support the present system; that, as to 
the specific force which T recommended, 
I did not recommend barges and lighters 
and such sort of trash, as they reproached 
me with advyfing,, I recommended good 
stout gun-brigs, and I have had the plea¬ 
sure of seeing great activity of late to in¬ 
crease that very species of force. Another 
objection has been made to my system. I 
recommended fortifications, and I have on 
this account been reproached with an at¬ 
tempt to lessen the spirit of the country, 
and to involve a great and unnecessary ex¬ 
pence. What I recommended was, not a 
general system of fortification, but that 
where there were great districts possessing 
great local bulwarks, there a judicious 
mixture of art and nature, which, at a 
small expence in money, might spare many 
thousands of men, would be the best and 
wisest policy. I know many places in 
which a few thousand pounds expended, 
would give more security than as many 
thousand men could afford. This is ob¬ 
vious to all military men, and the system 
is beginning to be acted upon; but at the 
same time it must be admitted, that it was 
as obvious last summer as it is now. I do 
not wish, by these observations, to inter¬ 
fere with the department to which this sys¬ 
tem may seem to belong. I believe, how¬ 
ever, that it does not rest with the depart¬ 
ment of the Commander in Chief, or any 
other, but with the cabinet. I have dis¬ 
charged my duty by delivering this my sin¬ 
cere and undisguised opinion. 1 hope it is 
not hastily or inconsiderately entertained ; 
but sure 1 am that i should consider it 
treason to the bust interests of my coun- 
fciy, if, such as it is, 1 did not openly de¬ 
clare it* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ex¬ 
plained, and stated, that he had not said, 
as imputed to him by the right lion. gent, 
who had just sat* down, that it was not 
Within the power of parliament to insti¬ 
tute such a committee as was proposed. 
It must be in the recollection of the House, 
that he admitted the competency of parlia- 
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tuent, although be doabted it» inclination thre« grounds: 1st. They. must, be p*#-- 
to appoint such a committee, suaded that seme great * misfortune hid 

Mr. Secretory York* said, he could not happened \ 2d, that a gteftt degree ofdi#* 
help expressing his surprise at this mode of content had prevailed throughout the 
making an attack against hi* Majesty's country with regard to the conduct of 
ministers. If they had been guilty of any govt*; and 3d, that there was something 
gross misconduct or negiecty there were so inconsistent aud incongruous ia the 
abundant means of recrimination against conduct of his Majesty's servants as to 
them. But no sush motion as that was make such an inquiry necessary. Now, as 
now before the House; and therefore he to the first of these, he would ask did any 
might be excused from entering into any misfortunes happen? He would make one 
detail on the conduct of ministers, until a short answer—that there were none; and 
direct charge was made against them. The- upon that part of the subject he thought St 
object of this motion was to enter into an ottiieeessaiy to say any more. Was there 
examination of the different acts of parlia- any discontent or dissatisfaction ? (a loud 
moot that had been lately passed for pro* cry of hear! hear!) I know, exclaimed Mir, 
muting the defence of the country. This Yorke, that great dissatisfaction against 
he must consider extremely improper to his Majesty's ministers prevails among 
do, when it was competent tor any mem- manyrocfividuals in this House ; but I will 
her to move for the repeal of a particular ask, if there are any symptoms of dissatis- * 
act, if it should be found to be inefficient faction throughout the country f Am there 
for its purpose. He had another objection* any addresses from any part of the eoonb 
to the present motion, which was, that it, try, praying for the removal of ministers? 
would be impossible for that House to If there have been any, let them be stated, 
enter into the consideration of such further He was ready to admit, that, during, a 
measures of defence, as might be fit to be part of the last autumn, there prevailed a 
adopted, at this critical period, without certain degree of discontent in a distant 
calling to its fo&r all the military officers part of the Country, on account of the 
who were now on duty, and without hav- greatest part of our force having been con¬ 
ing reports, documents, &e. from various centrated in the vicinity of the metropolis, 
offices. He would not pretend to say, but -But these complaints no longer existed;' 
that such an enquiry and examination and the distant parts of the island were 
might be gone into ; but he was sure, that now as well defended as Ireland was at 
to do so at the present moment, when it the tknd when Moche arrived there with a 
was necessary to call forward ah the force formidable fleet and army. In the year 
of the country towards its common de- 137-9, when the French ships were mas- 
fence, would be productive of the greatest ters of the Channel, there was not a sttf- 
inconvenicnce and prejudice to the coun- ficient military forte to defend the coasts 
try. And such step ought never tp be uf Hevon, Somerset, and Cornwall. These 
taken except on the gravest and most seri- places were almost as badly defended at 
ous grounds. He regretted that he had the commencement of the late war, when 
lost the confidence of the righFhon. gent. Get). I>omourfor was on the point of Over- 
(Mr. Pitt), and he hoped, that in any other running Holland, which, if he had done* 
arrangement he would be supported as an armament might be sent against this 
steadily and independently as he had been couutfy. They were, however, now, in a 
by himself and his friends. When such a complete state of defence; and he was 
motion as the present was made, he would confident it would be a -great misfortune 
ask, was there any thingmdiuicboly in our to eater into an examination on a subject 
situation? Had any misfortune happened where no ground of Marne whatever ex- 
to us, or any advantage been gained by *stted. Me could not see on what grounds 
the enemy m consequence of the bade- the hot*. gent, brought forward the present 
quale measures of govt, ?' fie would put motion; That fcon. gent/s character he 
it to any rant, in that House, whether the ^naitifyhad always admired; but be mnst 
State of preparation in which the country say tha^he ndver could agree with him in 
was at this moment, could be considered Mf^iiUCidpnnapks ; and still less could 
m inadequate to the danger that threatened ***•' *** ’» til * hm 

us ? If the House was now to go ihto a he adtq>«ed that day. The right 

committee on the state of our public db- 'Ami. pmUiHr. Yiuy wto mipfiOrted the 
feu*, it must do so Oh either Of these r«fotidh r hivd appeared to coalesce wtih 
Vat. II. 1 P 
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him, w^ sttHrtoiore undisguised; for he 
had OpHTily declared that those wWbm he 
could iormeriy consider to be his friends, 
were now unfi t for the management of the 
public affairs. One subject on which the 
right bon. gent. had dwelt, wasthatof the 
volunteers ; and* in reply t© tfaat^part of his j 
charge he must answer, that fro m the best in-1 
formation he cpuld procure, the volunteers ! 
had arrived at such a state of perfection 
in discipline, that they were the astonish- ■ 
meat of all Europe, and were also the 
astonishment of their own country, which 
had not, Until that vast force was collected, 
known the strength and power it possessed. 
Out of the whole numberof volunteers now, 
in the country, there were not above 
13,000 of them who had not been supplied 
with firelocks. The entire number amount* 

* ed to 330,000. With this great number, 
and with thd spirit which, as Britons, ac- i 
tuated them, he did^ not think there was | 
any occasion for am amed peasantry, as ! 
had been recommended by an hon. gent. | 
But if ever it should he necessary to put | 
arms into the hands of a greater number of 
people than tlie volunteers consisted of,, 
his Majesty had the power of resorting to 
the compulsory clauses of the general de¬ 
fence act. He could not agree with the 
hon. gent, that an armed peasantry would 
answer any purpose. They might be use¬ 
ful on the banks of the Necker or in the 
Black Forest. But in this country, he 
was sure many a peasant did not know the 
butt from the muzzle of a gun. lie very 
much doubted then whether ihe plan of an 
armed peasantry could be adapted to buy 
extent in this country. Such a body of 
men could not be treated as soldiers, and 
therefore, they could not be converted to 
any efficient purpose. The lion. gent, 
who -proposed the motion, had followed 
the example set him in another place, and 
had objected to the defence bill as involv- 
ing id it certain phrases explanatory of the 
[> Royal prerogative. It Was very extraor¬ 
dinary that this should be tlie first time he 
should have Stated this objection, although 
he had so fit and favourable an opportu¬ 
nity of doing it during the progress of the ! 
bill. As far, however, as he (Mr. Yorke) | 
considered the functions of the British 
Crowb, he thought they wfcre fairly recogf j 
nized m the terms of the bill, and he 
thought consistently with what he ha<f al* 

^ ways understood to be the sentiments of 
gthe hon. gem. ever Since he had the ho¬ 
nour Of heating him in parliament. Nothing 


could be more unjust than to censure mi-* 
nisters for not completing die volunteer 
system, either in respect to the application 
of the prerogative, or any other particular. 
All that had been professed or attempted, 
was to prepare the way for a more eligible 
system, which should be formed on the 
sure basis of experience, and would not 
therefore be subjected to those difficulties 
which, under the novelty of this establish¬ 
ment, it wfts at present necessary to en¬ 
counter. , What was the situation in which 
u was required that the House should 
again form itself into a committee ? It 
had already, m the same form, entered at 
large into the various modes of defence 
now proposed; the result of its delibera¬ 
tions had been sent to the Peers, and the 
amendments suggested by them were to be 
considered. Why then adopt this retro¬ 
grade measure? why undo all that had 
been performed, lor no one reason on 
earth but to produce delay at a moment 
when procrastination was the greatest evil 
we had to apprehend ? It was said, that if 
the conduct of his Majesty’s servants be 
attended to before the war began, or alter 
its commencement, they have neglected 
the exertions suited to the public defence. 
Looking hq did to the geographical situ¬ 
ation of the states of F.urope, and to the 
peculiar circumstances of Prance before lie 
held a responsible situation, he had en¬ 
deavoured to predict tlie consequences of 
the domineering influence of the latter, and 
had adverted to the peculiar attention to 
be paid by this country to its own security. 
The same sentiments which he held be^ 
forq, he had more strongly felt since he 
had the honour of acting in the capacity of 
one of his Majesty’s confidential servants, 
and lie conceived he had acted upon them 
to the fullest extent in bis power. The 
duty diminution which had been effected 
in the infantry was to the number of 7000, 
and that was in regiments which had re¬ 
turned harassed from foreign and danger¬ 
ous services. ’ But gent, inquired, why did 
yoq not take measures earlier for enrolling 
the militia? He for one could not plead 
guilty to any charge of the kind alluded to 
m this question; he had brought forward 
a pian for this express object, and it it had 
not been at length adopted, the country 
would have been totally destitute of a 
militia at this moment. It was again said, 
that the volunteer system had been aban¬ 
doned at the most inauspicious moment* 
The. fact, however, v?as, that a bill was 
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proposed as soon as possible for the speci¬ 
fic purpose of preserving it, and by this 
vigilance 1O ; OO0 yeoman cavalry were 
provided, and a considerable portion of 
infantry, which were ready to present 
themselves for the public service at the 
commencement of the war- Besides all 
this, every possible inducement was held 
out to the feucibles and militia, to induce 
them to enter into the regular service—a 
service that had been greatly injured and 
reduced by the calamities of a protracted 
war, so long and so discouraging, as to 
present to ministers more numerous diffi¬ 
culties than had been at any former period 
encountered, difficulties for which no re¬ 
ward could Compensate, which nothing 
but the zeal they felt to serve their sove¬ 
reign and their country could dispose them 
to meet. He objected to the suspension 
of the recruiting for the army of reserve- 
It did not appear to him that ministers 
were in any way culpable in that particu¬ 
lar ; but this was not the time to discuss 
that point; it would be enough for him 
to say, that from the experience he bad- 
had, it was impossible, with any regard to^ 
public economy, to push the eulistiugat 
present any further. It had not quite an¬ 
swered the wishes of govt, but, perhaps, 
under the existing circumstances, it had 
fulfilled every reasonable expectation. 
Forty thousand had been -projected for 
England, and 10,000 for Ireland, of which 
37,000 had been actually raised. A mea¬ 
sure was to be considered in the House on 
Wednesday, of a levy for the regular ser¬ 
vice, and the success of this would depend 
on the suspension of the former, for a pe¬ 
riod of about 12 months. The object was, 
to raise by this expedient not less than 1 $ 
or 20 battalions, and the best military am 
thorities had been consulted, by whom the 
opinion of his Majesty’s ministers had been 
assisted and guided. lie needed only to 
mention, that it was the particular recom¬ 
mendation of H. II. H. the Commander in 
Chief, with whom the measure bad origi¬ 
nated, and military men were only con^- 
petout to decide on a question of this na¬ 
ture.. But gent, said, ypu disappoint yopr 
own desigus by reducing the bounty. The 
bounty now proposed was 10 guineas, fur* 
tl«er to officers k 2 guineas, aqd 1 guinea 
levy money. Gent, who conduced by then* 
influence and liberality to increase the 
public force, were also advanced oue step 
hi military rank. Very great abases had 
prevailed in former periods, and under the 
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last administration, frpip Jbe proposed mp* 
thod, under the old regulations, a ud the 
right bon. gent, behind him (flfr. Pitt) had 
candidly acknowledged he had found it 
detrimental; but this experience, he trust-, 
ed, would be no objection to the present 
plan, because peculiar precautions were 
intended to prevent those abuses, and,it 
would be directed that .every officer who 
should promote them, should be obliged 
to recode from the step of rank he would 
otherwise acquire.—- Two more points had 
been pressed upon the House to expose- 
the neglect of administration, in neither 
of which he considered them blameable : 
he alluded to the naval defence, and to the 
plan of fortification. The right lion. Sec. 
then adverted to the observations made by 
the right hon. gent, as to the state of the 
naval defence of the country, and expressed 
his astonishment that he should have as^ 
sorted, that a certain naval commander 
had been sent for express ly to town to ri¬ 
dicule the opinions which he (Mr. Pitt) 
had given with respect to the state of the 
navy. lie assured the right hon. gent. 
Uhat the term the gallant commander had 
used, namely “ musquito fleet/' was the 
common word of expression used by nau¬ 
tical men to describe the enemy's prepara¬ 
tions. He contended (that the commander 
alluded to had as much right to deliver his ; 
opinion freely and honestly as any other 
Civilian, and defended the preparations 
carried on by the board of admiralty, as 
being greater than those made use of by for¬ 
mer boards for (he last 30 years, If $ny 
blame was imputable to any part of govt, 
with respect to the erection of fortifica¬ 
tions, he wished it distinctly to be under¬ 
stood, that the blame rested with the whole 
of govt, and not with any one particular 
department. The erection pf Mar tel lo 
towers had been relied on by some military 
characters, but he could assure the House, 
that it was the opinion of a great number 
of experienced officers, that the applica¬ 
tion of them would not be of any material 
service- The right-on. gent, concluded 
with expressing* his sense of duty to the 
tlouse and bis, country* and trusting that 
the House would consider what they wore 
about to do/ before they acceded to the 
motion, whi^Jb;|tgd for if® object tp effect, 
by a side-wind, the dismissal of ministers, 
who were prepared to meet it fairly and 

manfully* .., 

IMtr,, G. Vnn&hiurt said, considered 
the present motion fo be an attempt; to 
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fofcttM ministers but oftMvplwbB, andi&itritmtable tb his Majesty's present mJ- 
was 1 siifillar to that made mthe year 17$4^ fifeters, for whose conduct on that occa- 
Wbidh was reprobated by every person in sioft, the country Owed them indelible ob- 
the ebuhtry. If his Majesty's present mi- ' ligations; for, by that conduct, they mani- 
ttMitw were guilty of misconduct, let that tested their sincerity in the wish of peace, 
i&iseonduct be specifically stated, and then 1 and their readiness to make every concea¬ 
ls eh address be moved to his Majesty, simynot dishonourable to the country, 
for their removal; Ho teuit protest dgainst fbr its maintenance ; and by that means, 
the present proceedihgi because it was mi under the dire and inevitable necessity 
imcOnstitutiahal act for that HiOtise to take ‘of renewing the war, they justified them* 
upon itself the appointment of his Ma- selves in the eyes of their country and of 
jestyVministers. If such proceedings as all Europe, and attached that unanimous 
this were allowed, the Country would be and glorious spirit, in which the nation 
subject to die same cabals, which for a stood ready to vindicate its own honour 
longtime had agitated the French govt, and Security, and to hurl defiance to the 
The attack now attempted to be made was foe. When war wasfound inevitable, they 
which more improper than that of 1784', in adopted, ujith the utmost promptitude, the 
as much as the country was now in a measures best calculated to call forth the 
situation of alarm and danger that did not military strength of the country, 
exist at that period. Sir f£omc PopMm pointed out an error 

■Sir William Pulienty thought there was in the accouut upon the table, of the nunn 
nd ground to justify the motion before the her of vessels in our service, which was 
House, because, lie thought, on all those stated at 1874, but Which, upon examining 
points where an attempt had been made the figures, proved to be only In 

to throw blame on his ‘Majesty's ministers the account also of the number of geamen 
they had done right,* They yrere, however, and marines, at two periods, Nov. and 
but men, and must not be expected to k® March, there was an allowance made for 
perfect. To human nature allowance must deaths and casualties in the intervening 
be made fbr some faults, from which, time, although some of our ships had, dur- 
fhey could not be wholly Ifeee. any more ing that period, been lost, and some of the 
than their predecessors, ih whose conduct drew* either lost of taken prisoners, 
there were many faults, add gross oues Capt. Markham said, there certainly ap- 
too. Which he could easily point out. penred to be an error in casting up the ao 
When the present ministers came into count, which he had never adverted to. 
Office, the country was engaged in prose- As % the other objection with respect to 
Cuting*a long, arduous, expensive, and tut* the number of seamen, the Admiralty were 
popular war, which had been bo long car- compelled to take two periods when the 
ifed on by their predecessors^ and with Navy Board had no returns, and in fact 
Such enormous expence, that the right he pledged himself to prove, that there 
bon. gent, who had this night joined so was a greater number of men employed 
* heartily m the censure of ministers, Could than there were mentioned in the account, 
not have carried it on fbr 3 months longer. The impressed men were not included m 
He must have been forced from his situa- the account, tfyese would serve to fill up 
tion, by tbb spirit and sense of the coilh* the vacancies occasioned by desertion or 
try, had he longer persisted it it $ and he death. As- to the 1400 vessels collected 
had no difficulty in asserting that he could at Boulogne, which appeared to have 
not have made peace with ahOnemy impla- caused ao much alarm in the mind of the 
cable against his administration. In this right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), he believed no 
critical and arduous moment, his Majesty's man who pretended to be a seaman would 
preseht ^ministers came forward and" ebb* say, that the best way of stopping that 
eluded that peace so welcometo the wtshbf ftotilltvr&s by a similar one. It appeared, 
dfthb people: But, if unhappily,however, that the right hon. gent (Mr. 
j^sty's ministers had since found that the Pitt), who had just before only mentioned 
reviyflW the war was mSlivoidkble, was gun-hoats, .now talked of gun-brigs being 
man within or without those walk, equipped for oar service; at this rate ho 
Was there a power to Europe who was Hot would get On /Torn larger to larger vessels* 
piMvieeld that the fault, lay solely in the until he at length came to those large ves* 
imbijibii and insulting aggresioiiF seh which atone ought to combat the 
#4be ^heipy, and Was by no means justly French ftotiHa* like giants amongst chil* 
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dren. Ae to Bk Edward Pellew (here he, 
was called to order for mentioning foe 
name of a member)* that gallant officer 
had been out lp wemts, and it was foere- 
fore no matter for wonder that he should 
come up to Parliament : he came to town 
as a commander* to do business which 
could be better done by himself. He 
(Copt. M.) had spent his life in the naval 
services of his country, and the longer he 
lived, the more he found he had to learn. 

Mr. PUt, in explanation, said, that the 
hoa. Capt. had entirely misunderstood 
him, as lie bad all along recommended 
the building of gun«brigs, such as was used 
during the late war. » fie had never stated 
that he wished small vessels to be substi- 
tutecj, or larger ones built, to ^constitute 
our additional force. The bon. Capt. was 
also equally unfortunate in misunderstand* 
ing him respecting another point; as he 
had pever stated that such a description 
of vessels ought to be employed exclu¬ 
sively on the enemy's coast, but that, 
from the enemy's coast to our own, and 
ip mid-channel alternately. As to the 
galiaqt officer (Sir Edward Pellew), if he 
was wot sent for on purpose, he certainly 
cutue very opportunely.. 

The Attorney G*merml.~~ Sir, I beg to 
express my humble reliance, that the 
House will indulge me with their attention 
to a few observations upon the* subject 
now before them, and in vindication of 
bis Majesty's ministers, whose dismissal 
from their situations is the avowed object 
of the motion this night brought forward 
by tl*± horn gent, over against me; and, 
Sjt, 1 sliould not feel that I had done my 
duty tins night to my King and country^ if 
I should omit to express my astonishment 
at the manner in winch the question has 
been opened by that hon. gent. If the 
question be carried this night in favour of 
that motion, and especially upon the ar¬ 
guments of the right hon. gent, under the 
gallery (’>lr. Pitt), there can be no ques¬ 
tion of its being followed by the resigna¬ 
tion of his Majesty's ministers, who can 
no longer retain their situations under so 
obvious a declaration that they have lost 
thq eon&donoe of the House of Commons. 
But I would ask the hem gent., if this is 
the species of conduct I aims, to expect 
from his candour and liberality ? Is it on 
a motion of this sort, containing no di¬ 
rect charge of any criminal act oromis- 
eion on the part of his Majesty's minis¬ 
ters, that I .am \o expect a decision, in 


, which is iusidiowtfy involved foe question, 
whether or not they shall any longer re¬ 
tain t!se confidence of this House, or cog* 
tinue to frll those situatiom in which they 
have acted with so mud peal and inte¬ 
grity, and I will add, with /such signal 
etfect for the service and security of their 
King and country ? Is this a species of 
conduct consistent with the candour and 
manliness of his character, or the dignify 
which I have on so many occasions ad¬ 
mired, though on so many others I have 
had reason to censure? Could I have ex¬ 
pected from him, to choose such a mode 
or such a subject, to collect every stray 
vote and every stray opinion, to impress 
with his purpose the minds of many gent, 
brought together from the most distant 
parts of the country with no trivial share 
of management and industry ?—(A cry of 
Hear! Hear 1)—Sir, I repeat rfc, gent, 
brought hither with foe utmost industry 
from every quarter of the kingdom, to 
hear the attack this night upon his Ma¬ 
jesty's ministers, preparatory to their fall, 
under a subsequent measure, namely, an 
address to his Majesty for their dismissal* 
This, it is obvious, the, motion before the 
House is foe forerunner of: but if this 
House shall agree to a motion brought for¬ 
ward in such a manner, I have no hesitation 
pi declaring, that it will sanction a project 
the most to be deplored, under existing 
circumstances, that ever was adopted by a 
House of Parliament. With regard to foe 
principle of the prerogative tested in foe 
Crown for calling on the services of the 
body of the people for the defence of the 
country, the bon. gent, has endeavoured., 
to foow some doubts 4 on the existence of 
that prerogative. In support of his rea¬ 
soning, he adduced some passages fronk 
Judge Foster. Certainly, I will allow Ins 
authority upon any legal subject; and hi 
concludes, that if tliis prerogative does 
exist, it is only in the sanction of modem 
usage, and in cases of actual invasion* 
Now, Sir, I would beg to ask, if it exists 
only in cases of invasion, what is foe oc* 
entrance in modern usage in this country, 
by which only it is sanctioned? forcer-, 
tainly the instances of modem invasion to 
this reai|m, afford no opportunity for in¬ 
stances of its tecercise ; and the practice 
has obtained principally, if not entirely, 
on* ancient usage. For my own part* I 
have no doubt of the existence of foe pre¬ 
rogative in the Crown; and it must appear 
to every man of ordinary perception, that 




tasei fa^stsion, when, the ypOwer of the 
raagistyte and of the law courts is for ^ 


tlp$^speoded, the prerogative of the 
t^own.i* all in all for the well being of 
tlbe reahn* With respect to the motion ! 
fi^fore the House, Sir, if it is meant to s 
ji^rede.an address to his Majesty for the 
dismissal of his present ministers, it is 
$eces§ary, at least, t jto consider on what 
grounds, or i what those ininisters have 
lone,or left undone, that so, marked a 
in^asitre, of censure is called for ; and it 
will behove ,tbe wisdom and justice of this 

S iO r before they consent to affix their 
tq,such a, measure, to consider well j 
it can be justified, and to look a little 
further and consider, what, are the conse¬ 
quences likely r^splt from the councils 
of men, such as thpse who are likely to 
become the successors of the present ad- 
affodstration* An hon. gent, who has 

S is ( night taken occasion to censure his 
aj^sty ’s ministers*foi^ the peace they had 
Conduced, seems to forget his own decla- 
raUim on the subject of that peace upon, a 
former occasion, lie then gave it bis ap¬ 
probation, and said, that, considering the 
state of the world? and the, situation in 
which this country*stood, it was the best 
that could be obtained, and he hailed it 
m such* while ,, another right hon. gent. 
(Mr* Windham), whom I will call his new 
illy on the present occasion, deprecated 
thy peace, and condemned it as a most 
mischievous and ruinous measure. Those 
difficulties I shall leave for those great 
gt^iwpen to settle, at the next cabinet 
Ihey hold ; but, putting the authority of 
Jhe one against the, other, 1 will ask, what 
sort of^congruity the country can expect 
jfjroni a junction of both ? For the peace 
whi^h concluded, every British heart 
acknowledged gratitude to his Majesty's 
present rmnisters; and to them is entirely 
Owing.the unanimity of the whole empire 
in support of the present war—an unani¬ 
mity worth all the soldiers that were, dis¬ 
banded at the conclusion of the peace. 
Jfret the hon. gent, allows no excuse to-jiis 
ministers for recommencing an 
unavoidable war; but. charges tlforo, with; 

^ the country in danger. I should 
boglad, i>ir, if his talents h^.beyu-alvyay^ 

m&> pf ; M« 

try’ad^ftgoff,. ,1'should,rejoice, Sir,,to ret, 
meihW^iM* Vigilance and his energy I 
had always been excited by a sense of 
^ danger of that country for which 
so muph alofHP! and^olici 


tude, But, Sir, when public danger threat* 
et\ed this country on a former and no very 
remote occasion, how did the hon. mem¬ 
ber manifest his solicitude ? Was it by de¬ 
serting his duty in this Mouse ? When the 
annihilation of the naval power of the 
country was menaced by the mutiny, where 
was the hon. gent.? Not at any place 
where his duty should have pressed him. 
So much for the hou. gent.’s zeal, and his 
alarm at the public danger. I have no 
charge to make against his consistency in 
supporting the peaee, because, during the 
whole of the war, he was ready to make 
peace upon almost any terms ; and, there¬ 
fore, I might suppose he would be as ready 
on the same principle to support peace 
again. But, how will he reconcile this 
principle fb the right hon. gent, who goes 
along with him in this measure, and who 
has so repeatedly declared that peace to 
have so sunk the spirit of the country, and 
the hearts of Englishmen, that they have not 
courage to raise their hands against France ? 
I know not how much the arrogance 
and acerbity with which that peaee, was 
condemned, and the character and courage 
of the country traduced, may have.contri- 
buted to excite the enemy to new designs of 
hostility against us; but certainly, if Buo¬ 
naparte felt any disposition to insult and 
attack this country, I know of nothing so 
well calculated to induce him ta believe he 
may do it with impunity, as the language 
held on that occasion by the right horn 
gent. (Mr. Windham*) But now thafethis 
fallen, dispirited, and pusillanimous na¬ 
tion is again disposed to assert itself, and 
shew its spirit against the common enemy; 
his Majesty's ininisters are attacked for 
renewing the war, and condemned through 
every vestige of their proceedings in con¬ 
ducting it. Sir, I say it would be an- act 
pf the utmost rashness ija this House, at 
such a crisis as the present, to move for 
the dismissal of his Majesty's ministers, or 
agree to 4 any motion necessarily leading to 
speh a ( measure, without well considering 
what would be likely to follow, and who 
to succeed them—to consider a little the 
disposition of those successors;. and. Sir* 
if we only examine a little the consistency 
of those principles and politics, we shall 
find but little cause to rely an the success 
9f their measures,—We #re told that our 
ipountry is in a state of siege; and hotf 
does it appear ? Why, in our fleets blockr 
ading the ports of the enemy I it is said 
that ye ire degraded in the eyes of all 
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Europe. I should be glad *to know the 
name of that nation, which, amongst the 
BurrOuuding countries of humiliated Eu¬ 
rope, can, from its proud and elevated 
dignity, look down upon the present hum¬ 
ble, prostrate state of degraded England l 
If, indeed, the powers of the Continent 
felt that England, crouching with terror 
within her own ports, felt alarm only for 
her own safety, they might feel sentiments 
of contempt for her situation; but, viewing 
her as the only nation able to cope with 
the gigantic power and ambition of France, 
which had humbled all the rest of Eu¬ 
rope, and the only rallying point to whioh 
Europe can turn for the hopes of its eman 
cipation, I am at a loss to conceive what 
is meant by this degradation. I recollect, 
indeed, Sir, the vaunts of the enemy, the 
threats of our annihilation, the “delenda 
est Carthago,"' the assertion that France 
and England could not both exist in the 
same hemisphere, and the menaces of 
Buonaparte of our utter destruction ; but 
we have seen him afterwards crouch to a 
peace with this country, and to purchase 
that peace by surrendering the territories 
of his allies; and how does he now me¬ 
nace our destruction ? Why, by fleets that 
dare not quit his shores beyond the pro¬ 
tection of those batteries that line his 
coast from Dunkirk to Boulogne.-—From 
an union, such as the motion of this night 
proposes to atlect, in succession to his, 

* Majesty's present ministers, no unity Of 
sentiment can be expected. In a cabinet 
composed of such opposite principles, no 
union can exist. I think it extremely pro¬ 
bable, for instance, that one of the first 
measures that would be proposed by the 
right lion. gent, opposite to me (Mr. F6x), 
would be a peace with Buonaparte, and 
probably through the mediation of Rus¬ 
sia. But, 1 ask, is it to be expected such 
a peace would be proposed in such terms 
as his right hon. ally {Mr. Windham); 
would be induced to agree to ? I know 
there are many gent, in tins House to¬ 
night, who may be induced to vote in fa¬ 
vour of this question, even with intent to 
the removal of his Majesty’s present mi¬ 
nisters, in hopes that U might lead ito form 
at the head of which,might be| 


a ministry, ^ ;t 

placed the right hop* gent, unde* thegalkryfeblrellMt bf 
(Mr, Pitt). I know, Si**, his great ta&rf 1 ^ 

* and his exalted mipd; md I kfloiv that gredl 
good must; be gained for thmo&mtey, 

under any govt, where he is fdaoedeat], ~. ( • * , ,,. v 

w the head. But does AnfiMW of France hWith respder to t 


possible he could ever unite Mth tire j 
gent, opposite to w o 

arraigned ht3 govt, as an abomination 
this country, and the whole/ of his nnfeaft, 
sures as the most wicked, dangerous, and 
unconstitutional ? who lias arraigned him 
repeatedly as guilty of the vilest bofrupT 
tion and profligacy, and accused Milt <oi 
wickedly and unnecessarily protratting^®^ 
late war, and promoting the ruin 
country ? Cun it be possible, Sir, that tfeS 
hon. member over against me (Mr. Foxj t 
now just returning to this House frdh| 
that retirement he sought in disgust at 
the measures of the right hon. gent, under 
the gallery, will dedicate his fiM exertkm 
to raise again to power that ‘ minister 
whose former sway he considered so odious, 
and his ministry the greatest calamity to 
this country? Sir, l cannot suppose sOch 
an object possible k It may Be ima^necl* 
that the right hon. gent, under the galtery 
is desirous of raising io power the hom 
member over the way: this I think equally 
improbable;. I do not say the disgrace 
would be greater to one than to the other, 
but that it would be equally disgraceful to 
both. I am ready to give the right hon, 
gent, under the gallery credit for every 
thing magnanimous, for every thing li¬ 
beral, for every readiness to sacrifice po* 
lifcical resentment or party piqpe, whejii* 
at such a crisis, thqy may stand in the way 
of his country’s good; and I am sure he 
would feel it a load cast from his feelings. 
But, Sir, I do not believe that he can sa¬ 
crifice the great principle of, his consist* 
cncy; and I can never think that two men 
of principles so totally opposite, could 
meet at the same council board, without; 
such concealments or dissimulation ^as 
would render each despicable in the eyes 
of the other, and bqttj in their owtu 
beg to ask, if this coulcf be cansidei^d/an 
a means of defending the nation ? If it 
could be for the good of the country, that 
administration should continue m their $jU 
tun t ions after the confidence of ^arliament 
is withdrawn from them ? Xtid if they are 
to continue in place, Vofildij nbt be mad¬ 
ness fdr the House to accede to this*m$a- 
stire t f beg to Sisfe, is this a time to repeal 
tlfc * Habeas Corpus Suspension Law ja 
tfatiidl Law bill? 
rdom^tb 5 agitate CAp 
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tight bon. gf$t. {Mr. Windham), I con¬ 
jure him by the many well-fought day* of 
argument lie has maintained in this House 
~*4 conjure him by the memory of hi* de. 

K ed friend, Mr* Burke ~ l conjure 
by a memory lie should and he ought 
to respect still more* the memory of hi* 
departed self, to pause, before it is too 
lam, and before he signs and seals for 
ever his own inconsistency* I would ask 
him* whether he is prepared to join the 
advocates of French principles f (a loud 
cry of Order! Order!) or whether he 
considers this tfatf proper moment for the 
introduction of such principles ? I again 
conjure the House to look seriously to 
She consequences of agreeing to the pre- 
sent motion, as it must infallibly lead to 
the introduction of a new ministry worse 
than that which at present exists. 

Mr* tVi*£kam said, he gave the learned 
gentleman credit for Iris endeavours to 
rouse the House from that languor into 
which it had been insensibly sinking. He 
had chaunted the funeral obsequies of the ■ 
minis try in melodious strains* 


He sang Darius, great end good. 
Fallen^ fallen, fallen, fallen, 
Fallen from his high estate, 

And weltering in his blood* 


to think the cause 
and as he pro- 


But he did not seem 
altogether desperate; 
ceeded. 

He hurst the bands of sleep asunder. 

And rous’d him like a rattling peal of thunder* 

The learned gent, had considered the mo¬ 
tion in two different aspects. For his own 
part, he must confess he had no objection 
to the one part of the motion, as stated 
by the learned gent, that the present ad¬ 
ministration should be removed; but, at 
the same time, the conclusion that had 
been drawn from it by no means fol¬ 
lowed. Though they might disapprove of 
the conduct of the present ministers, it 
was not necessary they should point out, 
'at the* same time, who were the most pro- 

r r to be their successors. Neither was 
necessary that they should begin by 
diarmng ministers with misconduct pre¬ 
viously to any investigation* Had they 
done this, he (mold easily conceive that the 
learned gaat* WW have been the first to 
cry put el the tojdiuce of the proceeding. 
He would have ashed a fair trial pr&tfym 
to any sentence of oc md ww a tloii ; he] 


out assigning any reason, or merely be* 
cause they did not like them* have con¬ 
cluded them to be bad. He wished to go 
into the question on its Own intrinsic me¬ 
rits, and not on the ground on which the 
learned gent, had shewn so much feeling* 
and in which he no doubt was sincere. Be¬ 
fore deprecating so warmly* however, the 
union of opposite sentiments, which he 
seemed so much to apprehend, he would 
request the learned gent, to look to agent, 
not more than 4 or 5 benches from him 
(Mr. Tierney), whose sentiments and bis 
had not been always congenial, and who 
h«d been for many years the friend and 
companion of the admirer of French prin¬ 
ciples; who had been the champion of re* 
form, and those other questions which 
were so obnoxious to the learned gent. 
He had no objection to take advice, but 
he did not know if the advice, in the pre¬ 
sent instance, was purely disinterested. 
The learned gent.'from his professional 
habits (and no man had a greater respect 
than he bad for bis professional character), 
was so much accustomed to plead for his 
client, that, in the present instance, he 
seemed to have forgotten that he was both 
advocate and client too. 

Mr. Tierney said, he did not imagine he 
was of so much consequence as to be so 
often arraigned. Few questions ever wei e 
so little productive of difficulty to him in 
the vote he ought to give. With respect 
to what had been said, as to his inconsist¬ 
ency, it was for the event to shew how, 
on the subject of parliamentary reform, 
he should act. For the present, let that 
be left ad referendum. As to accusations 
of entertaining French principles, he should 
take that as he always took it, in no ill 
humour. He had opposed his Majesty's 
late ministers, and certainly for one strong 
reason, among others, that the right hon. 
gent, opposite (Mr. Windham) was a 
member of it. The present question was 
evidently one, on the confidence that 
ought to be reposed in administration. 
The ground stated for the motion was the 
defence of the country; but the latter part 
of the motion went to take away from the 
executive govt* what bad Wen always en¬ 
trusted to xt* It wars nothing else but the 
quest*** «f dtsmtttiag minsetm, which 
ought to bore been brought forward in a 
f«r» ouutly manner. He might be ae- 
cuwkcf self-interest, feat fcu knew he had 


would have cried out very «w*chi»«i they !aoi be«a actaatrt bf my such motive, 
moved tj»e dismissal of muu&ton, «ttfe4i*■* «> 


w to ia tew * *nfe4itw a t M idV Sat adoMsttirtioa acted ou 
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no system, and this by those who were a 
part of the last; of that administration 
which formed the provisional cavalry, and 
whose income tax was the subject oV com¬ 
plaints without eud t Ministers had beeu 
abused for listening to the suggestions of 
others; such was the return for their im¬ 
partiality. But any candid man, who 
looked at the multiplicity of affairs that 
crowded upon them, would see that their 
lault was rather in attempting too much. 
Look at Ireland, and see what a small 
force there was last war to defend it, com¬ 
pared with what there is at present; yet 
from the same mouth that ordered the 
then Irish establishment, the House now 
heard the voice of complaint. The right 
hon. gent, under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) 
had sufficiently shewn the excellence of 
the volunteer system on different occa¬ 
sions. The zeal of the people at large 
had certainly been great, but ministers 
had done every tiling in their power to 
'promote and direct it; and the volunteers 
m general bad shewn an excellent disposi¬ 
tion. They were not equal to regular 
troops on a military system ; but he did 
not think that the united talents of the 
different coalescing parties could point out 
a better mode of assisting the public de¬ 
duce. If party had raged abroad as 
much as in that House, they never could 
have been formed. If they were used 
properly, they would do their duty. With 
all the couqucsts and power of France, 
all that she has been able to do since the 
last peace, and all the additional means 
afforded her, we were now actually pre¬ 
paring, not for defence, but for offensive 
measures against her. The country was, 
therefore, as well defended as if even the 
late Sec. at War had the care of defending 
it. lie had a great respect for the abili¬ 
ties of that right hon. geut. but he really 
believed that his return to the manage¬ 
ment of military affairs would strike more 
dismay than the appointment of any other 
man in the country: so many things would 
immediately occur to disgust the public 
mine. He might get a disposeable force, 
and he believed, too, he would, as for¬ 
merly, soon find out a way of disposing of 
it. The present negligent and incapable mi¬ 
nistry, as it was called, had scarcely done 
any thing like the transactions* of St. 
mingp, or the invasion of Holtaffd, fo| 
which men were enticed and sent off ku 

J oxicated, and not knowing to what regi-f 
lent they belonged, to have their bfainf 
|Vol« II. “I 


beat out. But on 'this question the right 
hon, gent, ought to be able to state what 
his expectations were with 1 respect to the 
successors of the present, administration. 
He had heard a good deal of a coalition : 
that it had actually taken place he could 
uot say; but he had also heard of a co¬ 
operation, Three large bodies had, it 
seemed, agreed in nothing else, but in their 
efforts to get rid of the present ministry, 
io accomplish such an union, many things 
must, have been given up, and probably 
the right hon. gent, had made his peace 
with the hon. mover, for the attack made 
on the unblemished character of the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Fox) while that right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Windham) was in Office, by sinking 
him out of his Majesty's Privy Council! If 
gent, suffered such a motion as this to be 
carried, what would they say to the coun¬ 
try, after the various acts they hud passed, 
and the measures they had taken ? It was 
necessary to look at the remedy proposed, 
as well as the disorder. The leaders of 
the combined parties had many partisans 
undoubtedly; but he was perfectly confi¬ 
dent, that if they succeeded, there would 
be a general feeling of regret in the public 
mind, whenever the present administra¬ 
tion should retire. The feelings of the 
public were, he was certain, with the pre¬ 
sent ministers. After ten years experi¬ 
ence, the public had felt the blessing of 
being deprived of the vigorous proceedings 
of the rignt hon. gent, (Mr. Windham). 
But where were the petitions against minis¬ 
ters ? From what city, or county, or bo¬ 
rough? Some gent, in opposition, had a 
pretty good notion of the mode of procur¬ 
ing them ; but they did not appear. Per. 
haps he might hear of them by-and-by. 
There might be some meetings in Palace- 
yard for that purpose, and very probably 
in the borough of Southwark too ; but at 
present, gent, knew, that to procure any 
thing of importance in this w ay was im¬ 
practicable. He was perfectly satisfied 
with the conduct of Ministers, and he 
should always look back to his connexion 
with them with satisfaction. 

The Hon, C. IL Hutchinson said a few 
words in support of the motion, after 
which, f 

Mr. Fox rose to rejjly, and addressed 
the House to the fplkmug effect:—Sir, so 
much of this debate has been employed in 
personalities; so many observations have 
beep made upon the character and con- 
sjtpctjion of jhe motion, mad upon the 
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fanner in which I introduced it, and to sent Post-masters-General, when Lord 
liflie has been said upon the motion itself, Fitzwilliam, and several others with whom 
that it becomes necessary to trespass upon I had for years concurred in opinion, coa- 
the House with a few observations. If ever lesced with the late ministers, where then 
there was a debate conducted with the was all his indignation, where was all his 
spirit of party, indeed I ought rather to declamation against coalitions. When I 
say with the spirit of faction, for it does was hurt and vexed, as I certainly was by 
not deserve the honourable name of party, the loss of such friends, did I attribute 
it is the mauner in which this debate has their conduct to any thing but an honour- 
been conducted by the opponents of the able difference of opinion, winch forced 
motion, with the exception only ot the them to take the part they uid ? Butwlien- 
Soc. of State, who met it in a fair and ewer a coalition is in favour of a ministry 
manly manner. If ever there was a ea i e, of which he forms a putt, th« n it is entitled 
in which those who opposed a motion dis- to every prai^; but if it should ha\e the 
played a total wuntoi talent and t apf.city, effect of distmbing such an administration, 
and in their room h id n.eoursh U> unjusti- then it immediately becomes the mbjint of 
liable pen*onulily (an 1 if 1 was to tall it the learned gent/s vehement invective, 
coarse ribaldry, I should not over-rale iij The leumeil gent, then represents me as 
it is the present.' I wall begin what I have ai adirnrta ot lumen prim iples. 1 do 
to say with a few observations respecting not Lmrv ins history fioui the In ginning or 
myself. I have been used to debates or the French ie Motion ; but I beimv** that 
this kind, afid I have always obst rved im liven* - nt whith )),') men unlol aa’ry 

that when those whom 1 have opposed are 100 were extrcmHv ivjoncd—1 mean the 
pressed hard, and feel themsdves in d-a overthrow of the govt, ci Frame; and I 
ger of a deleat, then I am sure to hm«* all believe that even Ins Majesty's ministers at 
my political sins set forth in arrav agamst, first (mtertained similar s' ntmients upon 
ine; then I am sure to be told oi my at- the subject. But he combines the revoiu- 
tachmcnt to French principles ; c.l'iny cui- turn with all tin: dreadful events and crimes 
pable love of peace, and of the coalition, that follow* d, and makes me a party to 
I waited in confident expectation ihut.thcv the whole. The learned gent. I presume, 
would go back, as Usual, to the Middlesex knows the histmy of Ins own emmtia, let 
clecLion, but in this I was for once disap him look to (he \ear* lt>41 ; he will find 
pointed. We wall begin first with the eon- that good and honourable men took a part 
lilion, an event which occurred ono-and- in producing the events of that lime; lie 
twenty )ears ago, before, I believe, the knows also that they were followed by 
learned gent, engaged in public life. If he miseries and (‘nines \vl Hi thoM* men could 
wants any information upon that subject, 1 neither foresee nor prevent; and it was 
wish he would not apply merely to me, but one of the inn form ties of this country, that 
to others, and what he, of course, will those calumnies made men afterwards go 
consider*more respectable authority. Lei into an opposite extreme; and this will 
liim apply to one of the members of the always happen us long as men are men and 
present administration, I mean the Presi- human nature remains the frame. But I 
dent of the Council, who will give him clearly pciceive the disappointment of the 
some information upon the principles on learned gent, lie appeals of lu!e to have 
which that measure was founded. Let him employed himself in considering parties; 
apply to one of the Post-Masters-General, he looks at mv right lion, friend (Mr. 
who was supposed to have had a consider- Windham), and at me; and he takes it 
able share in bringing about the event, for granted, that whatever change may take 
and from the information which the learned place, we ( an not come in; but the right 
gent, will receive from his friends, he wall hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) he supposes wall tjonie 
be able to form an opinion upon the sub- in, and upon those suppositions, he formed 
jeet. The learned gent, has this night in- his speech. He therefore came down pre¬ 
cluded himself in a declamation against pared to treat me with every species of 
union of all sorts, but he does not smh hostility, supposing that I should make a 
always to have entertained such a violent long speed* against the ministers, and he 
antipathy to them. When a number of prepaid a very moderate reply for the 
my friends, whom I valued tbost higlfly, right hon. gent, under the gallery, who, he 
joined the late administration ; when the took it for granted, w'oeld be rather gentle 
.Duke of Portland, when due of the pre~ I in his censure of them. All his venom 
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was therefore poured out upon my right 
hon. friend (Mf. Windham) and myself, 
while he lavished his still ruche drguslny 
adulation upon his right hon.Jncna (Wlr. 
Put), lit* is not satisfied with praising thu 
iormei minister-', hut lie tuy^, that iiethirg 
could gisH* greater satis/actum than the ic- 
turn oi that lie,lit hon. gent. ;!Mr. Pitt) to 
atliuimmr.itum. and that tins was a fuel ut 
which the piesent minister* wen 1 porlrctl\ 
convinced. But is he awnie how strongly 
he is censuring his present friends by such 
language ? lit* is actually at aismg them, in 
the technical words of an indictment, 

“ that they, well knowing that lie, the said 
Mr. Pitt, was a tit person to be minister ot 
this country, and well knowing that his 
return to administration would give general 
satisfaction, yet that they wilfully, at the 
instigation (l will not suv ot whom), did 
continue to retain their places and offices, 
to the exclusion of the said right lion. gent, 
from the ollice of minister.” But it must 
lie observed, that all this praise of the right 
lion. gout, is only conditional: They say 
to him, “ You may return to office, and 
it will give great satisfaction; but you must 
take care not to bring any new friends with 
\ou. because il you do, then you will lose 
till the praise we have given you.” One 
would really suppose*, by the apprehension 
winch he expresses about me, that 1 was a 
banister, and that he thought I wanted to 
suj>eis(;de him in his office. The learned 
gent, has been very liberal ot his adver ; 
be aewses my right hon. friend (Mr. Winch 
ham'' to take care of bis vha racier; he 
advises his right bon. friend (Mr. lbtt) 
not bv any means to join with us; but I 
don't recollect that he has been kind 
enough to bestow any advice upon me. 
l)r. Johnson once said to a person who 
was hunting huh with praise, “ pay, 
Sir, consider what your praise is worth, 
before 3 on bestow it so liberally.*' So, 
I must beg the* learned gent, to consi¬ 
der what his advice is worth, before he is 
■so lavish of it.—It has been contended 
that this was an unusual motion: in an¬ 
swer to this, I only begged to refer to the 
journals, where innumerable precedents 
would be found. But it is said, your ob¬ 
ject is to turn out the ministers; why do 
you not move openly at once ?» If this mo¬ 
tion has the effect of turning out' the mi¬ 
nisters I shall like it the better for it; but 
I take it to be more parliamentary to prove 
the misconduct of ministers before a motion 
. made to dismiss them. It is said, why 
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do you not wove to cemuvje m:ui«ier$; 
Why, this motion does-contain a censure 
upon diem for 110L doing their duty; for 
not faking any steps to increase (he regular 
army; lor imt taking any measure for arm¬ 
ing the people, and ihOoC are charges which 
they v.ill find it difficult to answer. It 
may be kef, why 1 (ini not bring forward 
lids cluime before * .Mv answer is this: I 
thought it fair u> wait to see whether mi- 
nUiers would adopt any effectual stops tor 
the seemity of the country; and finding 
they had not, I thought il my duty to make 
thm proposition to the House .—1 have but 
a few observations more to trouble the 
House with, except upon what fell from 
1 lie Sec. of Stale. He says, that he does 
nut think an armed peasantry fit tor this 
countiv. Tins is a fair opinion for him 
to entertain. But what do the other mi¬ 
nisters say ? Why, that they*will have an 
armed peasantry and volunteers also; but 
this is a point which I hope to h&ve an 
opportunity of discussing fu-ly with him 
upon another occasion. The right hum 
gent, says, tins motion is only a pretence, 
and that the real object of it is to turn out 
ministers, and that every member ought 
to vote upon that idea.-—i most sincerely 
hope they will, lor if every member, who 
thinks that the ministers ought not to con¬ 
tinue in their stations, will vote lor tins 
motion, I shall not despair of dividing in 
a majority- He then says them is no 
discontent in the country, there arc no 
petitions; and another right lion. gent. 
{Mr. Tierney) su\& l am very skilful in 
procuring petitions ; if i am, il only proves 
that l am an apt scholar of his. But upon 
such a subject, is not the House of Com¬ 
mons competent to form a judgment upon 
the conduct ol ministers and to determine 
whether they me worthy of confidence or 
not ? But then it is asked with greater 
eagerness, it vou 1 amove the present mi¬ 
nisters, who will jou put in their place l 
And one right hon. gent. (Mr. Tierney) 
seems partieuhuly anxious to obtain some 
information upon that subject. io this 
question my answer is this ; 1 vVould exer¬ 
cise the constitutional power of the House 
of Commons in endeavouring to turnout 
incompetent ministers, but 1 would never 
invade tiie prerogative of the Crown by 
pointing out who were to succeed them. I 
wfth to turn out those ministers because I 
think they are a curse to the country, but 
l should never think of interfering with 
the prerogative of the Crown in the &p* 
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pointment ofltytir successors. Upon this 
.subject, therefore, 1 can give no answer to 
the anxious enquiries of the right bon. 
gent,; who has, however, openly declared, 
that he will oppose any administration of 
which my right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) 
forms a part, though he seems by no 
means disinclined to bow to another (Mr. 
Pitt). Another topic of public animad¬ 
version has been noticed by the learned 
gent, with the bitter spirit of malignity, if 
not in the language of disappointment or 
despair. It is the clamour against a sup¬ 
posed coalition. If I have experienced a 
return of friendship from those men with 
whom for some years I have widely dif¬ 
fered in public opinions, and with whom 
any difference at all times was a subject of 
sincere regret, I cannot conceive why the 
union of sentiment on this occasion should 
call forth $o4iarsh and so severe a repre¬ 
hension from the learned gent.; but if 
there be any crime for embracing a return 
of former friendship and affection, between 
men who had always entertained for each 
other private sentiments of esteem, I have 
no hesitation in pleading guilty to the 
charge. Thus lar I think due to atten¬ 
tions which are always grateful to my 
heart; and I cannot see any just cause 
why the learned gent, in the hey-day of 
his spleen, should attempt to interrupt our 
intercourse, or disturb our repose. It 
surely is not necessary that either they or 
I should consult him on our selection of 
friends, or ask his leave how far our mutual 
civilities should extend. With regard to a 
coalition between me and the right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Pitt) under the gallery ; I know 
of no other coalition, no other cause of 
co-operation, than what may appear to 
both fair aud honourable as members of 
parliament, acting for the true interests of 
the country. I am totally unacquainted 
with any sinister views or private under¬ 
standing. I know of no other cause, no 
other secret springs, than what may be 
openly proclaimed at Cha ring-cross. Sur¬ 
veying the very critical situation of public 
affairs, fuily persuaded that some effort 
should be made to restore the credit and 
the honour of the country both at home 
aud abroad, we have publicly concurred 
«for thejionourable attainment of the j&ame 
desirable object; and it is hard, indeed, 
that public men cannot agree upon public 
measures without being liable to the bitter 
reproach of the learned gent, and his hon. 
colleagues. In my motion of this night 


l$04i~-JDefcneei<>f the Country^ [24-$ 

I am proud of acknowledging the powerful 
aid of the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt); but 
as to the particular line of conduct or ar¬ 
gument, which the right hon. gent, meant 
to adopt, I was, before the delivery of his 
speech, as completely unacquainted with as 
any man in the House. So far we may 
safely disclaim any coalition, or private 
understanding. It is evident, indeed, that 
we fully concur in one particular opinion : 
we are perfectly agreed as to the weakness 
and incapacity of the present ministers. 
The motion now before the House will 
prove, if a Committee be granted, the 
truth of this position ; and should it be ne¬ 
gatived, no proof can, from that circum¬ 
stance, be inferred, that the ministers are 
either wise or able to conduct the affairs 
of a great empire. With all my condem¬ 
nation of their measures, 1 have no hesi¬ 
tation to acknowledge that some of their 
acts I approved, believing them for the good 
of the country. But there is no general 
rule without an exception. Am I always 
to support their measures, whether wise 
or foolish ? Am I always to agree with 
them, whether in peace or war? Although 
I highly approved of peace, as necessary 
for the interest of the country, yet I 
highly disapproved of some of its articles. 
With all my partiality for the peace of 
Amiens, I could not see any propriety in 
the shameful surrender of all our conquests. 
So glad, however, was I ot the return of 
peace, that I did not dwell much upon the 
terms. Had such a happy event been pro¬ 
pel ]y managed, we might still have been 
at peace. But foolish and improudent 
ministers are ill calculated to avail them¬ 
selves of the advantages of such an event. 
I do uot, however, now oppose them, be¬ 
cause we are at war, but because the coun¬ 
try aud its interests are in the most immi¬ 
nent danger. But 1 shall not neglect my 
public duty should any great emergency 
arise. I shall not, like some people,, sit 
in silence when my country is in danger. 
I shall not passively let the French march 
to London, because 1 cannot give ministers 
my confidence. I, ljope public men may 
oppose and condemn ministers, without 
being charged as friendly to the common 
enemy. I and those with whom I had the 
honour of, acting, totally disapproved of 
the American war. Did we, however, 
ever shrink from our public duty ? No. I 
can refer those who entertain any doubt 
on the subject, to many great and respect¬ 
able names. I can refer them t5 several 
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distinguished characters, who were active 
in a military capacity in the militia* I can 
refer them to some noble commanders, 
who, notwithstanding their detestation of 
the American war, cordially united in 
every arrangement to repel the enemy, 
who then also threatened a descent on our 
coast* Coxheath and Warlcy witnessed 
their zeal and patriotism, by heading troops 
very little inferior to veterans in discipline,! 
but equal to them in sentiments of glory. 

I beg pardon of the House for engrossing I 
so much of their attention at so late an 
hour; but when so grossly alfa so illibe¬ 
rally charged, 1 hope for some indulgence. 
The motion is certainly not made with a 
design favourable to administration. It is 
made for the purpose of inquiring into the 
means of our defence, and improving our 
situation. All those who are real friends 
to the country—all these who would ren¬ 
der even justice to administration, by af¬ 
fording them an opportunity of vindicating 
their conduct, will vole with me this 
night. I wish for the votes of these men, 
and these men only. Grant me but the I 
committee, and I will endeavour to prove ! 
the truth of my allegations. If the result 
of the inquiry should be favourable to ad¬ 
ministration, they will have cause of 
triumph. Let us, however, investigate the 
facts. Let us not allow every act of parlia¬ 
ment for our defence to remain as a mere 
dead letter. Let us, as there appeal's dan¬ 
ger, improve our military spirit. Let us 
immediately adopt plans for the better and 
more general arming of the people. 

The question being called for, the ayes 
went forth, and on the division the numbers 
were, For Mr. Fox’s motion 204 
Against it 256’ 


Majority - 52 

Adjourned at 4 o’clock on Tuesday 
morning. 


* List of the Minority . 


.Anson, Thomas 
Antonie, W. Lee 
Adair, Robert 
Adams, W. 
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Ciaufurd, Col. 
Chapman, C 
Codiington, C» 

Calcratt, John 
Cavendish, Lord G. 
Cavendish, W, 

Carbery, Lord 
Coke, Thomas W. 
Coke, Edward 
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Francis, Philip 
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Gregor, Francis 
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Grenville, R. H.T* 
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Hill, W. 
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Hardman, E. 

Harrison, John* 
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Hope, Alex. 
Hutchinson, Hon. C* 
Hughes, W, L. 

Jeffery, T. 
joliffe, Hylton 
Jek^l, Joseph 
Johnstone, George 
Johnes, T. 

Kinnaird, Hon. C. 
Kensington. Lord 
Kirkwall, Vise, 


Leigh* H* W. 

Lenox, Charles 
Long, Rt. Hon. J. C, 
Latouche, P„ 

Latouche, J. 

Louvaine, Lord 
Lowther, CoL 
Lowther, b 
bangton, Corel 
Laurence, Doctor 
Lawley, Sir R. 

Lamb, T. D. 

Lambton, R. John 
Ladbroke, R. 

Leland, General 
Milbank, Sir R. 
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Morpeth, Lord 
Madocks, W. A. 
Milner, Six William 
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Manners, John 
Morris, E.» 
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Moofe, Peter 
Moore, G. P. 

Newport, Sir John 
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Peel, Sir R. 
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Smith, John 
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Smith, William 
Spencer, Lord R* 
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Stanhope, S. 
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Somerset, Lord E. 
Stanifortb, John 
Stanley, Lord 
Stuart, Lord VV. 
Thornton, S. 
Thornton, R«hcrf 
Turner, Edm. 
TheJIusson, I P. 
Tarleton, < Jfncr^l 
Townshend, Lord J. 
Villiers, Hon. J. C, 
Ward, Robert 
Ward, Hon. J. W» 

Lord Temple, 
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Wilmington, Sir E. 

Wood, George 
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Tellers. 


HOUSE OJ? LORDS. 

Tuesday, April. 2*1*. 

[Frisk Militia Oitkr Bill.] —The 
order of the day was then read lor the 
third reading of the Irish Militia Transfer 
Bill. Lord Ilawkeslniry moved, that the 
bill be nowP read a third time.—On this 
occasion, a conversation of'very consider¬ 
able length, and rather of a desultory na¬ 
ture took place, on the subject of the ope¬ 
ration of the existing laws, together with 
the actual provisions of the bill in ques¬ 
tion! respecting the liabilities of those Ro¬ 
man Catholic officers and privates serving 
in the Irish militia, who may be brought 
into this country, in case of their taking 
certain prescribed oaths, tests, kc. The 
principal speakers were, the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, Lords Grenville, Ilawkesbury, El- 
Jenborough, Carlcton, Mulgrave, Auck¬ 
land, the Bishop of Si. Asaph, Earl Spen¬ 
cer, the Marquis of Sligo, and the Duke 
of Norfolk. The discussion arose princi¬ 
pally out of that which took place on a 
former evening, on the same topic, and 
which was, m some degree, reserved for 
future consideration. The hinge upon 
which it generally turned m the piesrut 
instance, was upon a clause proposed lo 
be introduced in the way of rider, by Lord 
Grenville, and, in substance, tending to 
enact, That no person serving in G. Bri¬ 
tain, in the Irish regiments of militia, 
should be subject to any liabilities, penal¬ 
ties, &c. in consequence of their not tak¬ 
ing or subscribing the oaths or declara¬ 
tions required by law therein, other than 
they were subject to while serving in Ire¬ 
land. The introduction of this clause was 
objeefed to by the Lord Chancellor, Lords 
ElleiSborougli, Carleton, Hawkesbury, 
Auckland, and the Marquis of Sligo, 
chiefly on the general ground of its being 
Superfluous and unnecessary. Among the 
arguments urge&by their Lordships, were the 


consideration of the laws of the two coun- 
tHes being identified by the act of union ; 
that the act of the 26'th of Charles II. by 
which the liabilities in question were first 
created, had only in its purview England, 
Wales, and the islands of Guernsey and 
Jersey; that by the provisions of the ex¬ 
isting laws, an indictment preferred on 
the score of non-compliance, must neces¬ 
sarily be laid m such a way as could not 
apply to the enactments of au Irish sta¬ 
tute ; that the decisions of the courts be¬ 
low in such^ases, must be hostile to the 
interpretation given to the bill by the peers 
m opposition; and that under every fair 
and liberal construction of the measure 
under consideration, those dissenters from 
the established religion, serving in the 
Irish militia in this country, wen: entitled 
to every advantage, immunity, and pro¬ 
tection, which they derived from the acts 
under which they originally engaged to 
serve. Upon these general giounds, the 
clause was opposed by the above-mentioned 
Peers.—-On the part of those Lords who 
supported the clause, who, beside the 
nobit 1 mover (Lord Grenville) were prin¬ 
cipally Earl Spencer, Lord Mulgrave, and 
the Bishop of St. Asaph, it was urged, 
among other arguments, that the subject 
was of that peculiar nature and import¬ 
ance, that the non-liability of the religious 
dissenters in question, should be clearly 
aud specifically declared; that the intro¬ 
ducing such a clause, could not possibly be 
detrimental, but was obviously of benefi¬ 
cial tendency. Recent occuri dices should 
convince their Lordships of the necessity 
of such an enactment; when, notwithstand¬ 
ing, the decisions which were given in the 
courts below on a subject of great import¬ 
ance, it was found adviseahle in the bill, 
which was afterwards introduced, to de¬ 
clare what the law was upon the subject; 
that the interpretations given by law lords 
on such occasions should not be implicitly 
followed, and that what fell from learned 
lords m the course of the present conversa¬ 
tion, should convince the House of the 
necessity of adopting a clear aud specific 
provision upon the subject; and, that not 
a shadow of doubt should be suffered to 
remain in the minds of those who were to 
be a fleeted by the present measure, &c.— 
Lord Grenville pressing the clause., the 
House divided, when there appeared 
Contents 3fl Non Contents 51 
Proxies 7 Proxies - 20 

—45 —71 
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On the question that the bill should pass,' 
being put, 

Lord Mulgrave rose, and entered at 
some length into the conduct of ministers 
in the different measures they had brought 
forward. He had the greatest esteem for 
their integrity and upright intentions; but 
it would be better for this country to have 
men of more talent in administration, even 
though they should have less integrity, be¬ 
cause the excellent forms ot our constitu¬ 
tion guarded against the confidence ol the 
country being given to am person who 
should he so devoid of integrity as to 
abuse that confidence. He had heard of 
the measures of ministers for I he most pari 
from rumour, which, in this case, was a 
proper representative, lor it was vague and 
changeable like the measures themselves, 
lie then < <>nim nitcd upon the extreme 
impolic} of the bill, which stopped up the 
sources ot recruiting for the army. 

The Earl of Canmnon objected to the 
bill upon the grounds, that when the mili¬ 
tia was embodied at first, it was meant us 
a constitutional force, and that the change 
of its place was in some measure a dere* 
liction of the principle, ou which it was 
founded. 

Lord IVextmoreland, relied to the argu¬ 
ments of the* two last speakers, and de¬ 
fended ministers from the chaigo which 
had been made against them, oi endea- 
vouiing to palliate their own conduct by a 
comparison with the measures of their pre¬ 
decessors. The object of this lull was to 
augment the (hsposcable force ol the coun¬ 
try, and he thought that li was a proper 
and wise measure to raise the milltla of 
In land to that number to which they hud 
been raised during the last war.—The ques¬ 
tion bem j, put on the passing of the Bill, 
the Hods'* divided, 

Contents 6.9 Non Contents 41 
Proxies 22 Proxies - 8 

—91 —49 

The bill was accordingly passed. 

[Irish Militia Augme-ntationBill.] 
Upon the motion for the third reading ot 
the Irish Militia Augmentation Bill, 

Lord King rose and observed, that the 
only argument which he had heard uttered 
in defence of this measure, that had the least 
appearance of plausibility was, that the 
Irish peasantry were more ready to enter 
upon military duty with the country gent, 
whom they knew, than to engage in any 
other sort of service. But if this argument 
was well-founded, where was the justice or 


even the plausibility of those opuiions that 
had been stated of the unwillingness of the 
Irish Roman Catholics to enter iuto the 
service of a protectant govt. ? The very 
circumstance of their following the coun¬ 
try gent, of whatever persuasion, was a 
prooi that such opinions were ill-founded,, 
and rashly adopted. Yet, certaiu letters 
had been circulated over this country, by 
means of the public prints, from which it 
appeared, that a noble and learned lord 
(Redesdali*) who held a high situation in 
the Irish govt, maintained such opinions. 
What must be. the effect of such a convic¬ 
tion, as these hud a tendency to produce 
upon the minds of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland ? Could they believe that the govt, 
was diposed to place any confidence in 
them, when a diMinguished member <?f it 
entertained and delivered such opinions? 
He who, from the dignified situation which 
he held, ought* to have been the soother of 
those animosities, that were too apt to be 
inflamed by religious disputes, instead of 
himself promoting and irnlatiug them. It 
was high time to begin to endeavour to 
conciliate the Catholics, who could never 
bo well affected to a govt, headed by Pro¬ 
testants, who, instead of studying their 
interests, only treated them with abuse, 
lie then entered upon the subject matter 
of the bill, to which he had the stiongest 
objections. 

The Earl iff Limerick warmly vindicated 
the Protestants from the charge of treating 
the Catholics of Ireland with abuse, and 
contended, that the words of the noble - 
Lord himself had the strongest tendency to 
inflame religious animosities. 

Lord F.Uaiborongh would not have said 
a word on the present subject, had it not 
been for the reflections which had fallen 
from a noble lord opposite to him, against 
another noble lord, a member of that 
House. He had adverted to the publica¬ 
tion of the letters of a noble and learned 
lord, now in another kingdom, and com r 
mented upon them, as it they had been 
published by the authority of the noble 
lord who had written them. He thought, 
indeed, that the age of chivalry was gone ; 
the nice discriminations and feelings of 
honour were likewise gone, when com¬ 
ments were to be made in that House on 
a correspondence obtained in the way iri 
whigh the one alluded to had come befpre 
the public. He was far from supposing 
that the noble Lord to whom the letters 
were addressed, had any hand th their 
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publication. Had the two noble lords by 
whom they were written, and to whom they 
wfcre addressed, concurred in prosecuting 
the purloiner of them, his Lordship enter¬ 
tained no doubt that they would have had 
a good action against him for their value. 
Any person making comments on a private 
correspondence thus purloined, was of 
course guilty of receiving stolen goods, 
and, to use an old vulgar adage, “ the re- 
^ ceiver was as bad as the thief/’ Were such 
publications to be countenanced and com¬ 
mented on, as if the reality of their con¬ 
tents was unquestionable, there was an 
end to every degree of cohfidence in so¬ 
ciety, and all communication between man 
and man must cease. He did not suppose 
that the noble lord opposite to him meant 
any thing in what he had said : he could 
not,however, sit silent, while the character 
of an honourable, virtuous, and respecta¬ 
ble gentleman was thus improperly intro¬ 
duced. 

Earl Damley said, that from the dif¬ 
ferent tone, style, and manner which the 
noble and learned lord who had just sat 
down had for some time assumed, he had 
began to hope that the,noble and learned 
lord had thought proper to lay aside that 
Strain of virulence which was better calcu¬ 
lated for the other side of the bar than for 
the deliberations of that House. His noble 
friend had expressed himself in the mildest 
possible terms of the correspondence in 
question, milder surely than its contents 
might have warranted. If he understood 
the noble and learned lord, however,. the 
term that a receiver was as bad as a thief, 
bdd been applied to his noble friend; 
language which could in no view be deemed 
parliamentary, and which was highly un¬ 
becoming in that House. He himself had 
expressed his opinion of the correspon¬ 
dence alluded to in stronger terms than 
those used by his noble friend, lie did 
not feel inclined to change that opinion. 
The noble and learned lord had said that 
be imputed nothing improper to his noble 
friend for the expressions which had drop¬ 
ped from him, and he begged the noble 
and learned lord to know, that he under¬ 
stood that a similar sentiment extended to 
him. The noble lord then proceeded to 
express his Sentiments on the bill, of which 
he totally disapproved.—After some far¬ 
ther dfetussibn between Lords Hobart, 
Harrowby, and Spencer, the Marquis of 
the Earl of Montrose, the House 


divided on the question for the third read¬ 
ing of the Bill. 

Contents - - 94 

Non-Contents - (j2 

Majority - 32 

The bill was then read a third time and 
passed. 


JJst of the Minority . 


Duke of Richmond 
Duke of Beaufort 
Duke of Bedford 
Duke of Montrose 
Duke of Leinster 
Duke of Athol 
Marquis of Buckingham 
Marquis of Stafford 
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Earl of Pembroke 
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Earl of Thanet 
Earl of Essex 
Earl of Albemarle 
Earl Cholmendelcy 
Earl of Tankerville 
Earl Cowper 
Earl'Fit* william 
Earl of Egremout 
Earl of Guildford 
Earl of Darjington 
Earl of Radnor 
Earl Spencer 
Earl Bathurst 
Earl of Leicester 
Earl Talbot 
Earl Camden 
Earl Fortescue 
Earl of Mansfield 
Earl of Carnarvon 
Earl of Malmesbury 


Earl of Romney 

Earl of Besborough 

Earl Darniey 

Earl of Aboyne 

Earl of Carysfort 

Earl of Lucan 

Earl of Upper Ossory 

Kail of Stair 

Lord Viscount Maynard 

Lord Viscount Lowthcr 

Lord St. John 

Loj d G rcy de Ruth) n 

Lord King 

Lord Borringdon 

Lord Kenyon 

Lord Braybrooke 

Lord Grenville 

Lord Mulgravc 

Lord Dundas 

Lord Mountfort 

Lord Stawell 

Lord Foley 

Lord Yarborough 

Lord Carrington 

Lord Glastonbury 

Lord Minto 

Lord Lilford 

Lord Berwick 

Lord Bishop of Lincoln 

Lord Bishop of Carlisle 

Lord Bish. of Peterborough 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

r l'uesday , April 24 . 

Minutes.] —A petition was presented 
from a number of persons interested in the 
manufactures and commerce of Ireland, 
complaining of the operation of the Ex¬ 
ports Duty Bill, and praying relief. Or¬ 
dered to lie on the table.—Mr. B. Weald, 
who had been taken into custody for disr 
obedience of the authority of the Middle¬ 
sex Election Committee, was brought to 
the bar, received a reprimand from the 
Speaker, and was ordered to be discharged 
on paying his foes.—Mr. Foster moved, 
that there be laid before the House an Ac¬ 
count of the Consolidated Fund in Ireland, 
for the year ending the 5th of Jan. 1803. 
Ordered. * The Report of the Committee 
to whom the Yorkshire Clothiers Petition 
was referred, was brought up. After some 
conversation between the Chancellor of 
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tile Exchequer, Mr. Hi Lascelles and Ad¬ 
miral Berkeley, the House ordered that 
leave be given to bring in a bill to regulate 
the woollen trade in the county of York, 
pursuant to the terms of the report, which 
was then ordered to be printed.—Mr. 
AVilberforce presented a Petition from the 
Institution for Destroying the Effects and 
Preventing the Extension of Putrid Fevers, 
praying for leave to present a Petition for 
Parliamentary Aid. lie stated the ex¬ 
treme utility of the Institution in reduc¬ 
ing parochial burdens, &c. and added, that 
their present funds, arising from individual 
contributions, were inadequate to the ob¬ 
ject which they had in vietv. Leave grant¬ 
ed.—The Exchequer Rills Bill was read a 
second time, and referred to a committee 
of the whole House to-morrow. — Mr. 
Calcraft postponed his intended motion on 
the subject of the allowance to-subalterns 
in the Volunteer service till Wednesday 
se’iinight.—Mr. Kinnaird deferred making 
the motion of which he had formerly given 
notice, with respect to Irish Ilalf-nay Offi¬ 
cers, till Wednesday fortnight.—Mr. Van- 
sittart moved, that there be laid before the 
House an Account of the quantity of Wizie 
imported into Great Britain for five years, 
distinguishing each year, &c.; and also 
an account of the quantity of raw Sugar 
for three years, &c.—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer gave notice, that on FrL 
day he should move for a sum of money 
for the Caledonian Canal, and also for the 
Plantation Estimates. 

Loyalty Loan]— Mr. Dent rose to 
make his promised motion relative to the j 
interests of the holders of the Loyalty Loan. | 
He entered into a minute history oi all the 
paiticulars in any sort connected with the 
negotiation of that Loan, the passing of the 
act which legalized the transaction, and 
every subsequent event, by which he 
thought the faith of govt, was in the least 
implicated, or the interests of the holders 
of that loan affected. The loan was pro¬ 
posed on Thursday the 1st of Dec. and by 
ten o'clock on Monday the 5 th, the names 
were put down for the whole amount of 
millions. On the 23 d of the same 
month,' when the bill received th# Royal 
assent, there was the sum of one million 
five hundred thousand actually paid down 
on the faith of the agreement which had 
been made with the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer* There were several meetings 
had afterwards, aud different opinions were 
known to have been given as to the legal 
Vol. II. 


interpretation W {he precise terms of fbe 
act. On the whole he argued that, if the 
subscribers did actually expect to have a 
right to demand re-payment in two years 
after the ratification of the definitive treaty 
of peace, it could not be deemed con¬ 
sistent with the honour or good faith of 
the nation to permit individuals to suffer 
by any embarrassment or doubtfulness in 
| the formation of au act of parliament. He 
therefore moved, “ that the said act be 
referred to a committee of the whole 
House/' 

Mr. p r ansittart , in reply to the objections 
of the hou. mover to the conduct of his 
Majesty’s ministers, maintained that they 
had pursued the line which, under similar 
circumstances, their predecessors, or any 
other ministers, would have attended to, 
namely, where a doubt existed as to the 
interpretation of an act of parliament to 
consult the law officers of the Crown; who 
upon this occasion had delivered an opi¬ 
nion that differed, it was true, from that of 
a respectable barrister (Mr. Bigot); but 
he must state that which came to his 
knowledge, that the case upon which the 
learned barrister alluded to had pro¬ 
nounced an opinion, was erroneously 
drawn up, and particularly with respect 
to the date of the definitive treaty of peace, 
or otherwise he presumed that no differ¬ 
ence would Iffcive existed between that and 
the opinion of the law officers of the 
Crown, 

Mr. Burroughs argued that the resolu¬ 
tion of the committee of ways and means, 
which immediately followed the proposal 
made with the subscribers to the loyalty 
loan, was a confirmation of the bargain 
which they concluded with ministers, and 
that any deviation from that resolution in 
the bill that was grounded upon it must 
have been a mistake, for it was impossible 
to suppose that any breach of faith with 
the subscribers, could have been intended. 
The opinion of the law officers he main¬ 
tained to be not perfectly agreeable, to 
that which from all the circumstances was 
to be expected, for as they admitted the 
case to be doubtful, lie conceived that 
their duty was to lean to tire side of 
equity, and to attend to the well-founded 
claims of the public creditor. 

Mr. Pitt said, that he had a great share 
iifthe origin of this transaction, and he^ 
thought it right to say that he meant to 
consider it merely as a question of good 
faith and justice. The statute upon which 
K 





tfce difference of opinioa^l|pcd, departed 
from thfc,resolution of the committee which 
precede(} it, and which, in his judgment, 
was binding Upon that house with respect 
10 t,lie contract with the subscribers to the 
loyalty loan. Some doubts existed, he 
understood, os to the* construction of the 
statute, as to the time when the holders of 
the. loyalty loan had a right to claim pay. 
menu for himself, he had no hesitation 
to say, that his opinion coincided with 
that of Mr. pigot, both as founded upon 
the justice of the case, and warranted ,by 
the letter of the act. It was stated that 
the opinion of that learned barrister was 
erroneous because it was founded upon an 
erroneous statement as to the date of the 
Conclusion of the treaty of peace ; but his 
opinion, it should be remembered, did not 
hinge upon any thing of that kind, but re¬ 
lated to this, question, whether the notice, 
*h}ch by the statute, was to precede the 
pa) merit of those subscribers was to be 
concurrent with, or superadded to, the 
two years subsequent to the treaty of 
peace, which were to elapse, before any 
claim should be made? From the words of 
the uct, and from all the circumstances 
connected with the transaction, he was 
decidedly inclined to the opinion of Mr. 
Pigot, and to deviate from that opinion, 
would not, in his judgment, be to accord 
with the principles of goo^ faith, which 
he hoped ministers would sufficiently feel 
it their duty to attcud to. If there was 
any doubt in their mind as to the best 
mode of proceeding in consequence qf the 
alteration in the act, from the words of the 
resolution, he thought it was their duty to 
apply for the advice of that House, and if 
there was, any mistake, to have it rectified, 
but by no means to trust to any* opinion 
against the equity of the case. w The bar* 
<gaiq was known to be concluded when the 
resolution of the committee was published, 
and any departure from that resolution in 
the progress of the bill, was an alteration 
made by one of the parties without the 
consent of the other. As such departure 
hud, occurred through inadvertency, he 
trusted that ministers would not run the 
risk of exposing parliament to the charge 
of imposition, by refusing, to correct the; 
evil complained of, a charge which was 
never attempted to he cast before. He 
begged leaye to impress on tbemincteof 
the H$ 0 sie, that almost immediately after 
the resolution of the committee was agreed 
Mh by which the proptsJ of those sub¬ 


scribers was acceded to,' some of them 
made a deposit, and many of them paid 
their first instalments before the bill was 
passed in which that resolution was al¬ 
tered. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer re¬ 
sisted the motion, and the arguments by 
which it was supported, lie contended 
that good faith was not in any degrte vio¬ 
lated towards the subscribers to the loyalty 
loan, as they paid in their instalments 
with their eyes open to the' terms of their 
bargain; the bill which sanctioned that bar¬ 
gain having passed in Dec. 17und no 
part of the subscription having been ad¬ 
vanced until Jan. following. From this 
he inferred that no claim on the scene of 
justice could be advanced, and if any oi the 
parties were aggrieved, the courts of law 
were open for their redress. lie saw no 
reason for an application to that llou&t* 
upon the subject. That application, how¬ 
ever, he had to mention, was not sanc¬ 
tioned by above one-third of the holders 
of this loan ; and even among Jthat party 
very few of the original subscribers were to 
be found. This he mentioned in order to 
weaken the claim on the ground of libe¬ 
rality. If, however, those subscribers 
were to wait until the period when, ac¬ 
cording to the construction of the statute, 
they were entitled to payment at pur, he 
wished it to he understood, that if they 
should not be paid before the 5th of April. 
1805, they would then have to receive 
the whole of their original subscription, 
with not less than from 7 to 8 per cent, 
interest upon it from the time of the first 
advance. Then no loss would arise to the 
persons for whom so much anxiety wa« 
expressed by the advocates for the motion 
before the House—a motion which lie 
trusted would not be acceded to ; and he 
had to observe, that there was no necessity 
for it, for he had no doubt that some ac¬ 
commodation might l>e made with the 
subscribers, that by a bonus they would be 
reconciled to postpone their demand foi 
payment until the period of peace, Suie 
he was that such payment could not, under 
fhe present circumstances, be made with¬ 
out ygry material inconvenience, to the 
public, and therefore he would have no 
share in assenting to any propostion tt 
this nature, particularly as there was no 
obligation of justice or good faith to call 
for such payment. 

Mr. Fox said, he considered this a ques¬ 
tion of infinite importance, and concurred 
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with the wholfe of the arguments advanced 
by the right hon. gent, under the gallery 
(Mr. Pitt.) He stated, that it never was 
the custom to propose alterations in a bill, 
founded upon a resolution in a committee 
of ways and means, respecting any loan. 
He challenged the right hon. gent, on the 
treasury bench to quote one instance 
where any such proposition was made by 
him, or any other gent, who ever sat on 
the bench which he had occupied for so 
many years. This observation he made, 
iu order to mark the respect for good 
faith towards public creditors, which had 
been uniformly felt in that House, arid to 
shew that no one had ever before medi- | 
tated any tiling like an alteration in the ! 
terms of a loan particularly injurious to 
the contractors. It had often, to be sure, 
been attempted to throw out a loan bill 
altogether, as it might be in the Lords, 
but never in any case to alter the terms ; 
that is, if the interest to the lender was 
proposed to be 5 per cent, no one ever 
moved in any stage of a loan bill, that 
such interest should be reduced, and for 
this obvious reason, that it would bo a 
scandalous breach of faith to new-model 
a contrac t without the consent, and m a 
manner not subject to the control of one 
of the contracting parties. The contract¬ 
ing parties in this transaction, he consi¬ 
dered to be the House of Commons, and 
the subscribers to the loyally loan, and 
he (rusted that that House would never, 
by an act of power, violate a solemn act 
of covenant, to which it subscribed when 
it agreed to the report of the committee, 
the resolution ot which formed the bar¬ 
gain now under discussion. The hon. 
member asserted, that the contractors had 
a right to consider the resolution of that 
committee as conclusive of their bargain, 
and could not be supposed to have any 
coghizauce of the subsequent proceeding 
upon the bill, for it would be monstrous 
to extend to such a case the maxim of 
ignor&ntta legis non excusat. The altera¬ 
tion, therefore, which took place, they 
could not be considered as aware of be¬ 
fore they advanced their money. To 
make use, then, of such an alteration, to 
evade the original agreement with them, 
he could not but pronounce asJittle short 
of an absolute fraud. Indeed, he could not 
help considering the conduct which ministers 
seemed resolved to observe towards those 
creditors, as little le$s than bad-faith per¬ 
sonified. That they should, in the construc¬ 


tion of an actfroc‘meaning of which w&S 
confessed to he doubtful, take that con¬ 
struction which was opposite to good 
faith, instead of the Contrary, was very 
{extraordinary; but the right hon. gent, 
had said, that only a certain proportion 
of the loyalty loun holders had asserted 
this claim, and all the words he had used 
on that ground, to speak in the mildest 
manner of them, was, in fact, so much 
flung away. The right hon. gent, indeed, 
promised, that if this motion should be 
rejected, a ncgociation would be set on 
foot, with the persons complaining, to in¬ 
duce them to postpone their demand until 
another opportunity, and such negotia¬ 
tion to reconcile them was, it seems to 
be preceded by a vote of this House to 
shew that ministers had the absolute 
power to deal with those claims in wbat 
manner they pleased—particularly if it 
should not be convenient to ministers to 
discharge them. Here the hon. member 
took notice of the argument of inconve- 
niency made use of by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, audietrongly reprobated it 
as indecent and unbecoming upon such an 
occasion as that before the House. What, 
he would ask, would be thought of any 
private individual who should resort to 
such an argument to release himself trom 
the execution of a solemn •coutract, who 
should propose to sacrifice justice to con¬ 
venience ? How' then was the House and 
the public to judge of a minister who 
talked of convenience as an objection to 
the discharge of a debt legally contracted, 
and justly due to a certain number ot pub¬ 
lic creditors. * 

Mr. Tierney observed, that unless the 
lion, member who had just spoken on the 
other side meant to introduce party spirit 
into every question, he saw no reason 
why he should have discussed this subject 
with so much heat, or charged his right 
lion, friend with intending to violate pub¬ 
lic faith. The right hon. gent, argued in 
favour of the opinion of his Majesty's 
law officers upon this subject, and the 
conduct which ministers had pursued. 
He particularly endeavoured to impress 
upon the miuds of gent, how seriously a 
vote in favour of the motion before the 
House, might operate to embarrass the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ni his deal¬ 
ings to-morrow with the gent. wheftn he 
was to meet on the subject of the new 
loan. They might well speak of a mate¬ 
rial change since tbteir last interview, if 
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the House should give aiBte that would 
imply that the halders of* the loyalty loan 
should foe immediately paid. 

Mr. Canning called the attention of the 
Ilduse to-the nature of the deposit which 
was usually made in bargains of this kind. 
If the deposit operated as an obligation 
on the contractors, it must be equally 
binding on govt* He saw no reason why 
the bargain should not be equally binding 
on the one party, as on the other. 

Mr. * Pitt declared that he had not a 
v6ry distinct recollection of the terms 
contracted on, or the alteration that took 
place, but was certain that no communi¬ 
cation could have been made to the hold¬ 
ers of the loan in regard to that altera¬ 
tion., Tie regretted that he had not a dis¬ 
tinct recollection, but entered into a de¬ 
tail of the circumstances, so far as his 
recollection could serve him, and con¬ 
cluded by stating, that on the ground that 
the notice should bo given at the expira¬ 
tion of the two years frqrn the signing of 
the preliminaries of peace, and the six 
months added to the t>vo years, the time 
of payment would turn out to be pretty 
nearly on the 10th of Oct. 

Mr. II • Thornton insisted that the op¬ 
tion, if there was any, should be entirely 
in favour of the proprietors of the loan, 
whereas instead of par, to which they 
were entitled, they were receiving only 94 
and 95. 

Mr. Morris thought, that from the stock 
being at discount, the natural inference 
was, that the holders had not sufficient 
confidence in the faith of govt. 

Sir W. Pultency was of opinion, that 
govt, should raise no money, to be paid 
at a certain fixed day. It was this dan¬ 
gerous mode of borrowing pioney, the 
hon. Baronet alleged, that had ruined 
the French govt, and which might also be 
of serious inconvenieney to this country. 

The Attorney General spoke at some 
length against the motion, and principally 
contended that the terms of the loan were 
not to be gathered from the resolutions Of 
the committee, but from the act of Par¬ 
liament as explanatory of those resolu¬ 
tions. 

Mr. S. Thornton, from the connection; 
he had with the Bank, knew that no com*- 
municalion bad been made in that quarter 
of the alteration that had been introduced 
into the terms of the loan by the act of 
Parliament subsequent to the resolutions 
of the committee,—A division being how 


called for, the House divided, when there 
appeared, 

For the motion - - 76 

Against it - - TOO 

Majority - 24 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Wednesday , April 25. 

Counsel were heard, in continuation, 
relative to the appeal from Chancery, 
Richardson v. the University of Oxford, 
viz* Mr. Erskine, at considerable length, 
on the part of the appellant. The farther 
hearing of the case was then adjourned 
till Fiiday. —The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages. 
These were mostly private. One public 
bill for amending the acts relative to the 
Irish linen manufacture, went through a 
committee, was reported, and the bill or¬ 
dered to be read a third time to-morrow. 
—Some private business was disposed oi; 
after which the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday , April 25. 

[Minutes.]—A message from the 
House of Lords announced that their 
Lordships had agreed to the Irish militia 
augmentation bill, and the Irish militia 
offer bill.—Mr. Jervis gave notice, that on 
this day se’nnight he should move for 
leave to bring in a bill founded on the 
fourth report of the commissioners for 
, naval inquiries, relative to the early dis¬ 
tribution of prize money.—Mr. Dent gave 
notice that he should, in the course of a 
lew days, unless some other gent, brought 
the subject forward, submit a motion to 
the house with respect to the loyalty 
loan,—The house went through a commit¬ 
tee on the Priests Orders bill. The re¬ 
port was received, and the bill ordered to 
be read a third time to-morrow.—The 
committee on the Irish Revenue Regula¬ 
tion bill was ordered for Friday next.—* 
On the motion of Mr. Bond, the bouse 
resolved itself into a committee on the 
acts of the 43d Geo. HI. relating to the 
carrying of passengers in vessels. In the 
committee leave was given to bring in a 
, bill to exempt from the provisions of that 
act all vessels employed in the Newfound* 
land trade. The , bill was afterwards 
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brought in, read a first time, and Mr. 
Boud moved, that it be now read a second 
time, ou account of the expediency that 
existed for the trade to Newfoundland not 
being delayed.—On the motion of Mr. 
Western, an account of all clover seed 
exported from G. Britain to foreign coun¬ 
tries, and imported from foreign countries 
to G. Britain, during the last 7 years, end¬ 
ing the 5th ot Jan. 1804, distinguishing 
the amounts iu each year, and the ports, 
together with the duties and drawbacks 
thereon, was ordered to be laid belore the 
house.—Mr. Sec. Yorke brought iu a bill 
to suspend the operation of the Irish army 
of reserve bill. Read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time on Tues¬ 
day, and to be printed.—On the motion 
of Mr. Foster, certain papers relating to 
tlje issues from the Irish treasury, and the 
barrack and ordnance department, were 
ordered to be laid before the House.—On 
the suggestion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the committee on the Ayles¬ 
bury election bill, which stood for Friday, 
was postponed by Sir George Cornwall 
tdl Tuesday, it being understood that the 
business in the committee of supply will 
occupy a considerable time. Lord Port- 
chester also postponed his notice of his 
motion until Thursday,—Mr. Wilberforce 
gave notice that he should, on Frida) 
se’nnight, make a motion for the abolition 
of the slave trade. The object which the j 
lion. gent, had iu view was, to move for 
the immediate abolition.—Mr, Corry rose ] 
to move for a committee of the House, in i 
order to state the terms upon which he I 
had concluded the loan for Ireland; but, 
on the suggestion of Mr. Pitt, who ob¬ 
served, that business of more importance 
would occupy the House this evening, the 
right hon. gent, postponed the statement 
till Friday next, trusting the House would 
enable him on that day to transmit the 
necessary intimation to the govt, of Ire¬ 
land. 

[Army op Reserve Suspension 
Bill.] —Mr. Sec. Yorke moved the order 
of the day for the house to go into a com¬ 
mittee on the bill for the Suspension of 
the Army of Reserve act.—The Speaker 
having put the question from the chair, 

Mr. Pitt rose, and addressee^ the house 
in substance as follows: In rising. Sir, to 
oppose the motion for your leaving the 
chair, it is not my intention to occupy the 
attention of the House longer than ap¬ 


pears to me |J|solutely necessary; andt 
therefore I have no wish to enlarge oh 
topics connected with the geaersfi subject^ 
which have, in the course of late debates* 
undergone the most ample discussion* 
Before 1 proceed to the description of the 
plan ol which I have given notice to the 
house on a former day, it is toy wish to 
say a tew words on the nature and cocflK 
plex ion of the bill which it is the ol^e£t 
of the right lum. gtmt/s motion to bring 
under our consideration in a committee. 
As far as I am able to understand it, the 
only effect ot its adoption would be to 
relinquish all chance ot the benefit of that 
augmentation of our disposeable force* 
winch, iu the unanimous opinion of all 
persous in this house, ought to be the 
principal object of attention with his Ma¬ 
jesty's govt. It would be to relinquish all 
chance of the continuance of future be¬ 
nefit, arising from a measure which, though 
in many points of view impeded and re* 
turded, has had the effect of procuring, 
within the space of 12 months, a more 
considerable augmentation of our regular 
force, than could perhaps have been ob- 
; tained in any other way, at the lime and 
under the circumstances in which the me&- 
yire was carried into activity. It appears 
| |o me that all these chances of benefit are 
1 given up, without substituting in their, 
room any system by which the great ob¬ 
ject of the augmentation of the regular 
army is to be obtained. If I understood 
the statement of the right hon. Sec. of 
State below me, there were three mea¬ 
sures, by the adoption of which his Ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers flattered themselves that 
they would be able to augment the regular 
disposeable force of the country. The 
1 st of these measures w'as, the acceptance 
of the voluntary offers of a certain pro¬ 
portion of the irish militia to extend their 
services to this country. The 2d measure 
had in view the augmentation of the mi¬ 
litia of Ireland. The last of the measures 
directed to the great object in view, was 
the formation of a number of new regi¬ 
ments to be raised, independent of that 
competition which is at this moment ad¬ 
mitted to be most fatal to the speedy re¬ 
cruiting of the regular army. On these 
different measures proposed for the aug¬ 
mentation of our disposeable force, it is " 
ndt now my intention to enlarge; but l 
must be permitted to observe* that in 
none of them does there seem to be any 
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ihing^hkh is at all calculated to be ef¬ 
fectual To producing the completion of the 
object Vkiich, without exception* is ad¬ 
mitted to be of the last consequence in 
the present circumstances of the empire. 
It is true, that a certain proportion of the 
Irish militia have volunteered their ser¬ 
vices to this country. In this offer, it is 
doubtful whether there is less of policy 
tbap of national advantage. Before tfm 
house can admit the policy of receiving 
sud) offers, it becomes necessary to look 
a little to the degree in which the inter¬ 
change of the services of the militia of 
bpth countries is to be conducted, and I 
may add whether, in extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstances, this interchange ought to be 
encouraged ? It cannot in reason, be dee¬ 
med, that such an interchange must de¬ 
pend on circumstances of special emer¬ 
gency, and «whut I maintaiu is, that the 
acceptance of the voluntary oilers of the 
militia of Ireland at this time, is not only 
productive of all the evils arising from an 
undefined interchange of services, but can 
be, attended with none of the advantages 
arising from such a measure* originating 
from well-considered views of national 
interest. On the subject of the augment - 
tion of the militia of Ireland, my oj i| I 
nions are not by any means different. 1 
tWH not be disputed by his Majesty’s mi-* 
misters, that the offers pf extended ser¬ 
vices by a certain proportion of the mili¬ 
tia of Ireland, depends for acceptance, in 
a great measure, on this subsequent mea¬ 
sure. It is allowed on all hands, that 
Ireland cannot lose such a proportion of 
the means of its defence, without receiv¬ 
ing something like an adequate return. 
We must understand, that the augmenta¬ 
tion proposed is meant to form the return 
to whicji 1 have referred. But will any 
gent, in this house for a moment affirm, 
that a mere resolution for the augmenta¬ 
tion of the Irish militja, will at all com¬ 
pensate for the loss of a considerable pro¬ 
portion of troops, allowed on all hands 
to be adequate to the defence of Ireland, ; 
combined with the regular military force. 
In fact, Sir, if ministers act consistently, 
the offers of the Irish militia cannot .be 
accepted, unless some return be made, to 
Ireland. By the system of augmenting 
the militia, this return cannot be expected 
for a considerable period, and therefore 
the one measure is not only inconsistent 
with the other, bat utterly inefficient for 


any object of obtaining a greater dispose- 
able force. No man will go beyond me 
in maintaining that the militia are a con¬ 
stitutional, a respectable, and a most use* 
ful force, when kept within proper limits, 
and applied to the specific object of their 
formation. It must, however, be with 
every man a question of peculiar jealousy 
to find the militia come in competition 
with the regular army under any circum¬ 
stances, but more peculiarly under the 
circumstances in which the proposed mea¬ 
sures of ministers necessarily placed that 
competition. They admit that there is a 
necessity for the augmentation of the dis- 
poseable force of the country. They fix 
on Ireland as that part of the empire 
where that disposable force is to be more 
readily procured, and at the time they are 
holding this language, they are deter¬ 
mined that the militia of Ireland shall be, 
to a considerable degree, increased. It 
must, Sir, appear singular, that when the 
deficiency of the quota of the army of 
reserve to be furnished by Ireland is ma¬ 
terially deficient, it should be proposed to 
augment the militia—a species of force 
confessedly limited to services less appli¬ 
cable to our present circumstances. If 
now levies are to be made, why are these 
deficiencies in the army of reserve, or 
why are not the new levies to have the 
precedency ? The mischief of competition 
is allowed. The professed object of mi¬ 
nisters is to have a disposeable force, yet, 
with these admissions, the militia of Ire¬ 
land, allowed on all hands to be limited in 
their terms of service, are to counteract 
the new regular levies for which, on a for¬ 
mer occasion, so much merit was claimed. 
It is admitted that, by the measure of the 
army of reserve, we have obtained a very 
considerable augmentation of our dispose¬ 
able force. In Ireland, it is proposed 
that the militia shall be augmented. On 
what principle, then, is it that the opera¬ 
tion of the reserve bill is not suspended 
in that country ? [Here Mr, Yorke signi¬ 
fied that a bill was brought in for suspend¬ 
ing the act in Ireland.] Mr. Pitt conti¬ 
nuing; his argument, proceeded to say, if 
the law is to be preserved in force, on 
what principle is it, that though there are 
now deficiencies in the army of reserve 
for Ireland, to the amount of 6 or 7000 
men* the\ augmentation of the militia is 
to be preferred to this force ? Will it be 
pretended that the augmentation of the. 



2691 PARL. DEBATES, Atmi US, 180 

militia will so materially -contribute to 
the object in view, as the augmentation of 
the army of reserve, from which constant 
supplies for the regular disposeable force 
of the country may be fairly and reason¬ 
ably expected ? It is really not easy to 
ascertain on what ground a force, though 
not generally disposeable in the first in¬ 
stance, yet not indisposed to general feer- 
vice, should be lost sight of, while a spe¬ 
cies of force which, by their constitution, 
is confined to limited service, should be 
preferred. Must the system which minis¬ 
ters have so much favoured, as calculated 
to add to the disposeable force of the 
country, be altogether abandoned, be¬ 
cause 1 it might not have accomplished all 
that was expected from it in their san¬ 
guine expectations ? I really cannot con¬ 
sider it in any other view than a measure 
inimical to that measure winch ministers 
hold out to our observation. On the one 
hand, if the militia of Ireland is aug¬ 
mented, the levies for the regular army 
must, m a great measure, be suspended. 
Ou the *5tber hand, if the levies for the 
regular force arc to be carried forward, 
the proposition for augmenting the Irish 
militia is altogether preposterous. The 
language of ministers is, that they want 
to have men at a reduced bounty. But 
how is it that they carry their object into 
practice ? They do not pretend to deny 
that their first object is to have men for 
disposeable purposes, and this they hold 
forth as the object which ought to have 
precedence of every other consideration. 
It is rather curious, however, to look at 
the mode in which they reduce the plan 
to practice. They wish recruits for the 
regulars in Ireland, and they are desirous 
ot having an augmentation of the militia 
m the same country. It is in vain, Sir, 
to deny, that the competition in these 
cases is altogether unequal, and that where 
it is proposed to raise 10,000 additional 
militia in Ireland, the plan of raising a 
number of new regiments is quite im¬ 
practicable and impolitic. *On every ge¬ 
neral principle, then, I do most heartily 
contend, that the suspension of the army 
of reserve act is not at all called for on 
principles of necessity, of policy, or of uti¬ 
lity. In stating this, I wish it to be fairly 
understood, that my opinion is founded 
on general principles. A great deal of 
argument will not be necessary to shew, 
that those who most zealously objected to 
the army Of reserve, ought not to agree 
to the motion now before the House. If 


they objected to the act, inconsequence J 
the high bounties which f it encouraged; If 
they think that the principle of the ballot 
which it promoted did not proceed On 
constitutional principles? if they are 1 con¬ 
vinced that it did not proceed on consti¬ 
tutional principles, then, Sir, they sorely, 
cannot give their assent to the motion now . 
submitted lo our consideration. 
bill is so much liable to censure ; if it 
so little in consonance with the opinion* 
of these gent, they cannot suiely be satis- 
lied with the suspension of such a mea¬ 
sure, which, according to their own prin¬ 
ciples, ought to be totally repealed. This 
is a proposition which cannot be fairly de¬ 
nied, and therefore is it the less ntcessary 
to enlarge on it. But, Sir, if the system 
of the army of reserve, as now existing, 
can be modified ; if a description of per¬ 
sons not at all likely to eifter into the 
regular army can be brought into limited 
service; if this temporary plan of recruit¬ 
ing can be managed, so as to promote the, 
great end in view, without increasing/ei¬ 
ther national inconvenience or private 
misery, there will not, I am sure. Sir, ex¬ 
ist a doubt that such a system ought to 
meet with every degree of support and 
encouragement. If such a system can 
bo Grdught forward, it must at least, Sir* 
be one to* which the House could not, con¬ 
sistently with their duty, refuse their most 
serious consideration. Though on the 
present occasion, my object in rising was 
to explain the outlines of such a plan* I 
do not at all so much flatter myself as to 
suppose that it will be perfect; but it is 
not too much presumption to imagine that 
it is a plan not altogether unworthy of 
the consideration of Parliament. Before 
I go on very shortly to state to the House 
the nature of the plan, it may not be im¬ 
proper merely to advert to the grounds on 
which the suspension of the army of re¬ 
serve act ought to* be considered. The 
first question that presents itself is, whe¬ 
ther the reserve act ought to be sus¬ 
pended, or whether it plight not be modi-- 
fied in such a manner as to render its ap¬ 
plication more advantageous ? The second 
question was, whether, if the idea of sus¬ 
pending the act was entertained, this waa 
not too little; and whether, if the idea of # 
suspension was at all entertained, the act 
oil^ht not to bh totally abolished ? Con* 
ceiving these to be the two great prelimi"* 
nary views of the subject, 1 hope I shall 
meet with the indulgence of House, 
while I, state the outlines of apian on this 
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ftibject, the result of long and careful ex- 
aimjaatfoft, the effect of digested and care, 
ftl pomparison of the wants and circum- 
^itiincos of the country. Without now, 
then, going into any details on the sub¬ 
ject, which, if the bilLfor which I mean to 
move is introduced, I shall have ample 
means of introducing, it will be sufficient 
for me at present to give an outline of the 
'general plan. Allow me then. Sir, to in. 
troduce the subject generally, by saying 
that, under the present circumstances of 
society, under thg present extension of 
commerce, under all the new openings of¬ 
fered to labour in all its branches, it is 
, dot saying too much to say th&t the en- 
' ^ooragements to enter on a military life 
lHU6t be very materially diminished. Look¬ 
ing, then, to the difficulties attendant on 
the recruiting of the army; looking to the 
ffiffieulties df obtaining men for unlimited 
Service, compared with service for a short 
period, and on their native soil, I must be 
flowed to assume it as a fair supposition, 

* jkbtt a number of men would be iuduced 
to accept of offers of limited service, who 
would not listen to any idea of military 
aarvice for life. With this view, then, it 
will not be denied, Sir, that the services 
©f those who are far from willing to epter 
iftto the regular army, should be encou¬ 
raged for that limited species of service 
to which they are by no means disinclined. 
£fhe house will not suppose that I am go¬ 
ing too far when I affirm, that sitch a 
mode of recruiting for the regular army in 
& Commercial country, is that most fully 
Justified by the whole history of human 
affairs* Every man knows that limited 
tervice must, in the first instance, be pre¬ 
ferred to service knowing no limitation of 
|)lace or time. But while this was allowed 
it was not less clear, that if men once en¬ 
tered into the army for a limited period, 
military habits were soon contracted, and 
those, who, in the firs* instance, would ne¬ 
ver have thought of indefinite military ser¬ 
vice, entered into this enlarged^ engage¬ 
ment with the greatest possible alacrity. 
tVom limited to permanent military ser¬ 
vice, is therefore what every man, in the 
least acquainted with military affairs, could 
anticipate without the smallest difficulty. 
But, Sir* I would not even put the ques¬ 
tion on this ground. Even independent 
pf any legislative interference, independ¬ 
ent of the acceptance of any offers of those 
*dio, originally engaging for limited ser- 
: afterwards entered into the ^regular 


army, the House, I am sure, will agree 
with me in thinking, that there may occur 
periods of patriotic ardour, when all idea 
of limited service will be lost sight of; 
that the native courage and heroism of 
the English character will display itself; 
that Englishmen will look not alone to 
the safety, but to the honour, to the dig¬ 
nity, and to the glory of their country. 
Under such circumstances as these, it is 
not presuming too far to suppose, that 
voluntary offers of extension of service 
will be numerous. If, Sir, we can sup¬ 
pose that the national spirit of the people, 
even Unassisted, will produce these effects, 
how much more may its influence be ex¬ 
pected to be, when it is supported, di¬ 
rected, and encouraged by judicious regu¬ 
lations ? On these principles, then, I ob¬ 
ject to the acceptance of the offers of 
the Irish militia to extend their service 
to this country, because the same object 
may be obtained without any violation 
of constitutional principles. That the ex¬ 
tension of the services of the jnihtia of 
both countries may be desirable under an 
emergency of peculiar danger, no man can 
reasonably deny. But, however the zeal 
and the alacrity of those making the offer 
may be commended, the policy of accept¬ 
ing must still be a ground of grave deli¬ 
beration with those who pretend to guide 
their public conduct by any principle of 
wisdom or of policy. Before the services 
of the militia of Ireland can with pro¬ 
priety be accepted, we have to ascertain 
whether, by this measure, the general se¬ 
curity of the whole empire is consulted. 
But, reverting particularly to the augmen¬ 
tation of the Irish militia as an addition 
to the military force of the empire, I must 
be permitted to make a few observations. 
The idea of disparaging the services or 
importance of the militia establishment, 
is certainly the farthest from my contem¬ 
plation. At the same time, Sir, it has 
been allowed by its most zealous friends, 
that, in many instances, it has been carried 
to an extent inconsistent with the general 
circumstances of the feountry. With this 
idea I do most cordially agree, and beg 
leave, at the same time, to add, that in 
my judgment the militia of England ought 
not to exceed 48,000. If the number i$ 
carried beyond that, then there is a dan¬ 
ger that the number of officers fit to dis¬ 
cipline the different corps will not be 
sufficient for that purpose. The import¬ 
ance of regular respectable officers no 
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man will deny; and if the augmentation J and unprecedented dangers If we ate 
goes beyond the proportion of officers called on to undergo great Sacrifices, wh 
which can be afforded them, unquestion- must bear in tniud the interesting objects 
ably that augmentation is impolitic. My which these otjects may enable us to de- 
first view, then, Sir, is, that the militia of fend and to secure. I need not remind 
England should as soon a%, possible be re- the house that we aft: come to a new sera 
duced to 48,000. If we are to keep up in the history of nations; that we arc? 
a considerable limited force, all the de- called to struggle for the destiny, npt of 
scriptions of which it is composed ought fbis country alone, but of the civilized 
to bear some proportion. The militia world. We must remember that it is not 
establishment of the country now amounts for ourselves alone that we submit to uri* 
to about 7*2,000, and we ought to have exampled privations. We have for our- 
had 40,000 of the army of reserve in G./selves the great duty of self-preservation 
Britain. What I would, in the first in- to perform, but the duty of the people of 
stance, propose, would be, that the militia England now is of a nobler and higher 
should not exceed 48,000, and that from order. We are in the first place to pro* 

40, the army of reserve should be ex- vide for our security against an enemy 
tended to 64^000 men. Iii this arrange- whose malignity tp this country knows no 
ment, I should propose t»ht there should bounds. But this is not to close the views 
be an augmentation to the army of reserve or the efforts of Our exertion in so sacred 
in England of 24,000, and that 4,000 a cause. Amid the wreck and the .misery 
should be the augmentation for Scotland, of nations, our great object was that which 
In proposing this arrangement, the House we could look to with just exultation, that 
w ill understand, that Ido not at all allude to we had continued superior to all that am- 
any sudden and abrupt dismantling of the bition or that despotism could effect; and 
militia. It is equally far from my wish to our still higher exultation ought to be, 
interfere with their progress in discipline*' that we should provide not only for our 
All that I propose is, that the vacancies own safety, but hold out a prospect to 
in the militia, as they successively occur, nations now bending under the iron yoke 
shall not be filled up for that species of of tyranny, what "the exertions of a free 
the public force; and one important ad- people could effect; and that at least in 
vantage of this arrangement would be, this comer of the world, the name of li- 
that competition to a material degree berty was still revered,, cherished, and 
would be destroyed. By this arrange- sanctified. Viewing, then, the pressure to 
incut, the number of persons liable to the which the measure I propose may give rise, 
army of reserve would be enlarged; and I contend these are fair considerations* 
it would not require much labour to shew What is to be considered then is, that 
that, by this enlargement, a material ad- what is unnecessary shall be removed, that 
vautage would be gained. I may merely what is oppressive shall be mitigated. On 
call the attention of the house to the ex- theSe principles my whole plan proceeds* 
perience of last year. If, out of 37 >000 Mitigated as it may be, still the pressure 
raised by the army of reserve act, up- must be severe. But let it be remember- 
wards of 9000, according to the returns ed» that the object is not only to repel 
on the table, had, within considerably le$s from our shores a danger that threatens 
than 12 months, volunteered into the re^ our existence as an independent nation, 
gular army, I am surely not presuming but to restore to Eufope the chance of 
too much in supposing, that a similar regaining all that is most dignified in the 
cause' would be accompanied with a si 1 condition and in the relations of civilized 
milar result. In proposing to the house nations. To any question of. pressure, I 
the permanent establishment of the army conceive tfcfen that is a most satisfactory 
of reserve, though certainly on a very answer to every reflecting mind* But 
modified system, I am sensible that objec- having said so much on the subject of 
tions may be readily started against the pressure attendant on plan I mean 
the proposition. But, Sir, let* it be re* to propose, I shall now mention g^erally ' » 
membered, that the times in which w4 the number which appears to n3#|to be 
live are not ordinary times. -When W4 necessary to complete the estabifsh*nent| 
are called to encounter extraordinary and as the foundation of a regular, permanent, 
unprecedented daggers, we must lay Our military establishment* I shall go oh this 
account with submitting to extraordinary supposition that 6$ or 70*000 men should 
Vol. II. S 
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pe kept j up evif>ry u year, according to, the cers employed in drilling the raw recruits# 
proportion of {he different counties, regur -After he has wasted all ins lubpur in bring- 
latedon tne principles of the ballot for the mg the men to some kind oi pcrlection, [ 
militia establishment. In the detail of put it to the candour and the good sense of 
■$tip s}ste,in there must of course be a great the house, whether it must not be painful 
deal of niodificatibn; but 1 would bpg to the feelings of any man to think that all 
leave to state generally, that, in my opi- his labour is to pass *yubout reward, that 
nicify the regular hrmy would receive an those whom lie has pivpaied to advance 
addition of H or 15,000 men annually by ipto the field, are lo follow thebanmns of 
Voluntary offers. In the first instance, sopne other leader. It is not, however, 
you wpuld be sure to procure al.irge imm* | Sir, as a painful consideration that this in¬ 
ter of men who could not he otherwise discriminate system oi volunteering is to 
obtained, and the s^uie men,would be in* bp reprobated* It is evidently calculated 
duced to enter the army on th$ genera), to undermine all discipline or attachment 
principles of human nature, founded on to officers* If soldiers are attached do olli- 
habit and experience. 'Hie ordinary re- vers, this feeling cannot be of lungdunt- 
cruiting of the army would not be impeded tipn, because the connection, is hardly 
or interrupted. All the means of a defen- formed before it is dissolved. . If, on the 
-sive and an offensive system would be other hand, soldiers are dissatisfied with 
united. By following the system, we should their commanders, they know that whim 
not only be secure at home, but be pro- indiscriminate volunteering is allowed, 
vided with ifie means of holding out hopes they have the speedy prospect of reining 
1 /or the restoration of States now sinking from the control of men whom they may 
under the most odious tyranny. It has chusq to detest and to calumniate. But, 
Often occurred to me, Sir, that the iudis- Sir, if the system I recommend were fol- 
criminate manner in which volunteering lowed, all these evils would be done 
from the^irmy of reserve has hitherto been fawny. Knowing that their connection 
allowed, is highly ruinous to tW best in- with their officers was of a permanent na- 
terests of the army. By the plan which I ■ tore, the men would learn IkjU\ awe and 
wish to propose,, a certain degree.of shape regard; and, the pfficers, firmly attached 
and consistency would be given ey^n to to their recruits, would spare no lime to 
the volunteering from the army of reserve render them perfect in all the duties of a 
into the regular army. ,What I would in military life. The consequences that would 
th# first instance suggest 'would be, that result from this system arc obvious. We 
the quota furnished by each parish^ and should have the men in an intennedmte 
county should be attached to the corre- state mqrc efficient for ,the purposes of de¬ 
sponding regiment in Cf. Britain or Ire^ tepee, .and we should have them more dis- 
lattd- If thf$ plan wore once reduced foj io enter into the regulai disposable 

* practice, and judiciously acted on, 1 have Iqrqe of the country. If a thousand regu- 
lio noubt that one of the greatest obstacles lax troops were wanted, we should have a 
to the recruiting woul<i be removed# It is thousand troops ot the reserve pcrieclly 
f obvious, that by such a pian, all th^ih- qualified to supply their place for every 
flucncedf domestic feeling and local con- purpose’ of internal defence. We might 
iufetion wotif# be obtained* if those op teripjg; bay^-men for limited service, but then 
into the artny of reserve, were connected they would be under officers of no limited 
■ with the particular regiment for which the^ views; men who had seen service in every 
must feel a pecuUar predilection. But this part of the globe, uu<i who knew most per* 
/would not Wppep supiie jit the case* ofror j dpetty tp qualify men to advance into the 
attached tpold b^dlt<uj$# If tpp* field, of battle with that confidence which 
.battalions were formed, the is, the best pledge of success. Indeed, in 
^ahptei^fe^s, would result from, the^s^e: a-jshort-tOTe the whole of your defensive 
Simifiyr feelings b|jtwix| would {bus became a? good and effi- 
,bhth would b^’^hcou^gedr, {dent ge your regular for^e; > by that means 

similar f0w,wpu!l& r^^rewtial; jEtyfyl tip -ideu will, as it were, become worth 
the «ks$€^ * dqublp their number, with a view to the 

would dot be so liinitfid. „ < defence ,< of the country; they will be 

^denied ttaJt* i clrahged in a short time to ready-made 

v ihinate vofe|^#eritig from tbo aitny of re- soldiers, while, at the same time, the 

fit mey b* **+ 
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larged and made more effectual: It thus those cases where the huhdrpd canprdbi*$? 
unites several advantages in every point ot no substitute, which iliability may nfcdn/u# 
view, unless, in so far as the mode “in from a great variety of causfcs. In* suicfe 
which it is tb -be raised may increase a ci ream Ounces, the bounty is to be made 
competition. Considering, however, the over to the Colutteh wHo is t6 pay 
numerous benefits to be derived by the limited sum he so receives* for the more 
adoption ofMich*a plan, perhaps gent, may hunted service he inquires; that : is, that 
consent to admit »of a certain degree ol the recruiting parties he employs are to 
competition, 1 seeing that it will be mate- procure men for this particular service; 
riully narrowed. It appears clearly to my and regulating the quantum of bauhtyTo 
mind, that by the plan I have suggested, the nature of the duty, no pernicious cottfr 
the disadvantageous competition m the re- petition will arise, as the larger bOUhty 
cruiting of the regular army will he avoid- will always be given for enlisting into tbe 
tad. As the ballot is now regulated, if It regular army. There must, in a couhttfjr 
falls upon a person whose engagements in like this, where the sources of comfort arid 
life, or other circumstances, render it unfit enjoyment in life are so well understood* 
that he should serve, tie must find a sub- be a great variety of persons who will enlist 
stitute, and no limit is assigned to the for a much smaller bounty into a tempo- 
sum he must give to procure one ; he is to rary service, but who would not, for%ny 
sacrifice, perhaps, 40l. or 50l. and expose emolument whatever, engage for life in a 
himself and his family to numerous priva- military occupation. -Thus, J conceive, I 
tions, not for the benefit of the state, but leave undisturbed the mode of recruiting; 
from the impolitic plan adopted to supply now employed, and I add a new- mode, 
its exigencies. The effect is obvious ; it which I will presume to be 'capableof dbu- 
has occasioned a species of subscription bling the supply from the ordinary souses, 
club, which convert the matter into a sort ~Such, Sir* is tjie, nature “of theplaif; 
of parochial rate, by which the important the tendency, I flatter tnysftlf/ is toim~ 
military duty of recruiting is commuted to prove and enlarge the regular army, by 
parish officers, instead of being intrusted presenting novel expedients for the puf-i 
to officers who are competent to discharge 4 pose, and then to’ conduce essentially tt> 
it; and being m such hands, they bid .the means of internal defence, and ext#r* 
against each other without limit or disc re* nal warfare. 1 It has been justly complaio- 
fcion, to the utter ruin of the service. What ed, that the measures for this purpose 
I have proposed, requires, that if the per- : lately resotted to, so materially interfere 
sou on whom the ballot falls will not with each other, that they successively ob- 
ser\e, he shall pay a certain moderate struct whatever is adopted: it has bedn 
fixed sum ; but if be serves, then he shall my endeavour* to avoid this error, and to 
receive the same amount be would other- combine the several parts of this extensive 
wise pay. Another precaution in the system in such a way, that a mutual co- 
scheme is, that the substitute should‘be Operation may be .produced, and that what 
fouud by the parish, and not by the indi- is good aftd eligible in itself may be ran- 
vidual; and further, the person So provrd- dered better and more desirable by this 
ed, is to be taken from the hundred; and connexion. Objections have been stated 
not from the great market towns* unless to the introduction at the time, of any 
under the predicament I shall presently groat scheme of ithf^avefnent in theser- 
explain. The bounty given will also, &c- vice; it is, however, true that the moment? 
cordingto these arrangements, be examin- of public difficulty ds often the exists of 
ed by the magistrate^ of the respective public improvement; the sense of danger 
counties, who will prevent any deviation inspires men with a portion of sfialaod bn-* 
from the limits prescribed by law. It wilt thusiasin which enables them to surmount 
immediately occur on the review of this the obstructions by which they are sur* 
plan, that there wilt be no p^siMlity of rounded, and they ate capable of;j>e^ 
surpassing the bounty, and frema the local forming what, tinder other circumsianj&s, 
limitation, that there will be updariger of they ooulo scarcely contemplate, what 
interfering in places of extensive popula- is now^econmietMled, 4 seems to me banana 
tion, with the recruiting of the regular cU, whether the country be exposed :to 
army.**~The next consideration 1 to which I the harrafa of war* or in the 
request the attention of the House if^lhe of the blessings .of peace. In 1 w present 
supply of the vacancies, or to provide 



terminate, thepermanenceo/ scrch asiWa 4 - aninoy the enemy in his 0W ",P' ,s t s f^” S t ‘ 
lion wonSj depend upon thfc respectable JI have the happiness to say, i 
state tyg your peace establishment, more 1 object is completed s the id is toe matter 
than -on any other circufiastonce:* this T[ now to be considered, and the plan pr 
7 ‘‘posed for tWs purpose, is a temporary ex- 

pedient to increase the facility of the new 
levies for the supply of the troops of the 
line. The material means of promoting 


t f and I recommended bn a recent be 
casion, the necessity of preserving a com* 
petent forcet By the present proposal, 
this advantage would be secured, a body of 
men, with liberty to recruit into the regu¬ 
lar array would be provided, and, without 
any ballot, 10 or 15,000 recruits would be 
ready to supply the ranks id the troops of 
the line, add able to act with them on the 
most, difficult, service, without disgracing 
companions in the held of danger 
If all or any of these benefits be un¬ 
avoidably connected with the measure, the 
bouse, I am sure, vyill be disposed to give 
it an attentive consideration ; but I am far 
fjinc^p having exhausted all its merits. By 
tfie plan it appears, that the officers at¬ 
tached to those provisional troops would 
6e those who are racist capable of bringing 
their, discipline to perfection, and in con¬ 
sequence they will be much more ready to 
qct with the troops of the line, than toe 
supplies from the militia; or from the 
army of reserve* . It will not be necessary 
to abandon toe sound maxims of state po 
licy, by,which the militias of G. Britain 
aud Iceland are confined to their native 
territory, and the disposable force of the 
country may be dismissed to those situa¬ 
tions where its gallantry and conduct will 
redound most to the advantage and glory 
<*f the country. I have, Sir, on all these 
grounds, thought right to Vesist your 
leaving /the, chair, to Cfeuvert this house 
into a committee for the consideration of 
the propriety of suspending the bill of the 
artriy of reserve, and t hope it will not 
beJ thought tost, on a question of this 
magnitude, l haW intruded top; touch on 
your indulgence.‘ 

1 Mr.Secretary 
Sir, the respect! am tdwavadispoaed to phy 
to whate\*frrris suggested by the right hod 


this appeared to us, to be by removing the 
pernicious competition, and by introducing 
into this country a certain proportion of 
the militia of Ireland. Objections have 
been made to the latter as diminishing the 
security of that part of the united king¬ 
dom, and interfering with the augmenta¬ 
tion of the regular force there. The po¬ 
licy or impolicy in this respect, depends 
much upon the influence of powerful indi¬ 
viduals to supply the deficiency thus to be 
occasioned ; and after informing myself on 
the subject, by the assistance oi those who 
are best acquainted with it, I do believo 
the means are competent to produce the 
end; and that the inconvenience to Ire« 
land will be transitory, while the benefit to 
this part of the empire is permanent. Put¬ 
ting, then, that inquiiy put of the ques¬ 
tion, it is to be considered, whether too 
j suspension of the army of reserve act for 
12 months, will, or will not* render it 
more easy to raise the new levies, by tak¬ 
ing away ell competition. Withdrawing 
the operation of this act for a rime, is no 
acknowledgment that it was, at the ti,m£ it 
was p&ssed, impolitic. Certain, it is* that 
its effects have been to raise a much larger 
force in a much shorter period than could 
have been done by any other resource; 
and the right hon. gent, in the course of 
hi$ speech, as I understood him, had the. 
candour to make this acknowledgment. 
By this act, in the short interval of 6 weeks 
6r f two months, 30,000 men were raised 
in G*,Britain, and 7000 men in Ireland; 
bat', notwithstanding tips success in the 
dutset, it at this time barely supports it¬ 
self,. or supplies the deficiencies which are 
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tiM/ttfcar paying the most: strict and mi- and other causes* .Thus the benefit is only 
bate -attention to bis reasoning, 1 hare; nominal, while the detriment is read, in 
to^dr nothing to influence- my mind to' obbtracting the future levies on winch the 

force is to de. 


[ ptjnd;"itas hot at all necessary that gent. 
*' i iliade up their minds on the 


toitt^atlon* ■ oh; 


Of the mtouxewtH weplain my meamng. snmilh to* mme up rnvam- 
1 v^-prhU ;pltoptrijttstod ?for those levies; -wit, m 

posed: {a/**«^**& inmwmtdeFehee 1 wbiitefwr hhy men are to be raised, this 


r _ _wb^tsfwr'hfiaj' 

y tlm : «^t^fcomhlettii/^ti$Tto ! «f the tto|fotittonmw*t be desttoedi-.br the best 
‘ “ ■ SptAntfe At* the! cowsprtedsdfome Wilt be disappointed. If 

- s fome.oot AttUcdnf^e us *o mfcrisusts .should persevere m the levies, on 
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a principle objectionable to the house, the propriety of the compensation by 
money necessary to the execution of the and, therefore* I may sp<mk to this part# 
measure may be withheld, and thus it the objection with the sapae confident* 
must be rendered abortive. Neither is it The duty is to be undertaken by officers of 
indispensable that the house should assert the line, who are to advance Only one step 
the inexpediency of the proposal of the in rank, and the number of ,map is to be 
right hon. gent,; his plan may be benefi- completed within the period of 6 mouths* 
cial, and yet it may be right to adopt this but if any further delay be admitted, «the 
temporary measure, and even as prepara* privilege of rank is to be withdrawn, Fur* 
lory to his own. It is perfectly clear, that ther, the bounty, on no Consideration# 
at least the plan of the right hou. gent, to be exceeded; and any officer offending 
is not calculated to produce the immediate by such excess, is not only to forfeit hi# 
augmentation required. Thirteen or 14 promotion, but is liable to be tried by o 
thousand men are wanted to supply the de- court martial for the offence. The preset^ 
ficiency, and, both on his scheme, and scheme of raiding men for rank,, must not 
under the existing act, it is impracticable be prejudiced by the supposition it in^any 
to obtain them. In this predicament, the respect resembles the mischievous system 
present scheme is suggested, which alone adopted under, the administration of the 
seems competent to produce the desired right. hon.* gent, # which had nearly anjii- 
e fleet. The right hon. gent, states twoob- hilated the British army. But the right 
jections to the mode iu which the levies are hon. gent, says, if the bill be ineffectual* 
to be conducted. First, he says, they will why not, repeal instead of suspending it, 
be ineffectual, because low bounties will The bill has been beneficial ; it may be so 
not procure men, when the larger renuu again under new circumstances, and it 
iteration is found unproductive: 2dly, he does not appear to me ptudent to abrogate 
says, that the scheme of compensation by it entirely, before Hie system for the regu- 
rank is inexpedient. His firstdifficulty, at lation of the public force has received a 
least, seems equally applicable to bis own fair, full, and solemn investigation, ( What- 
proposal ; for if we cannot procure men ever may be the sentiments of gent. <m 
with the additional inducement of rank to particular expedients, it is the universal 
the officers, how will he obtain them with- opinion that to increase the regular force# 
out this incentive ? The bounty proposed a most desirable object. The right hon* 
for the levies has been announced to be gent, with that powerful eloquence b& has 
101. 10s. and 2i. 2s. for levy money, to the always at his command, has represented 
officers. Gentt may suppose that it is not the humble condition of continental ’ 
sufficient; for the sake of argument, fot it rope, and the probability that this country 
be so: but is this the proper time to dis* will be the foundation whereon the beanti^ 
cuss that particular ? to the present ques- ful $uperstructur«#bf European liberty and 
tion it is wholly irrelevant. The object of happiness yi\\ be erected * wd it is ip this 
this bill is to facilitate the means of augr Mattering expectation he has dwelt with 
menting the army, and for this.end it is peculiarfelicityon the necessity of main* 
proposed to destroy the competition in taming on the most respectable footing the 
the market; this is the only subject of en ? British army. The right hop, .gent; h*W 
quiry, and should not be rendered obscure observed, that among the persona in ^ 
by extraneous matter. I hope that the thisiration engaged in the pursuits of corn- 
house will not be contented on this occa* offeree lf pad agriculture, great number 
sion,. with the crude observations of gent, would elect,*, to serve in. \he army, if the 
however distinguished for their general time of occupation on That duty w«p& 
lents, who are nojt ; 2i#rite4« V 1 resufity admit this posirion, 

tion and habits, in military ef&irs,> add, it will jOft that the plan 

the duty of his majesty’s ministers, . op, a of the army of reserve, and of the mill* 
step of this kind fo cpn&ult *#, ( pr#eiple r ' t The 

ness theCouim^^er^n.Cbfof $4$# ips^'j with 

turn of bounty; iqpd th^Pnkei; (iJ ib : ^c^r f wn#0'afi hot disposed, fco, / qua*rdlv4 < » #: 
fence with other of cp^i^rs thefodit# as t<fo numerous, 

has considered no larger : ;ia aoJ/SBO0;#i 

should be offered in 

pf thq service* % Qf the same a#ai# 

fcwtjpD* I kftyi iiw? VjNfwWWjM ■Wf./tnffit JNfeftb 
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assistances, instead of 40,000 for, the let- 
t^r ?( he would have it increased to 64,000. 

be would not reduce tiie militia, 
but he would not dll up the vacancies ; the 
vacancies should be carried to the account 
0 jf the army bf reserve, On these matters 
I shall not now advert, because they would 
lead me from the point under review 5 but, 
in respect to tire objection of the right hon. 
$ent. to call upon tho counties for the men 
instead of the bounty, I must observe, the 
impossibility'of pursuing at this time the 
design of the act of the army of reserve, 
"Which would put' the whole scheme at a 
Siam), and deprive the .country'-of every 
benefit from provincial exertion. The 
tight bon* gent, next adverted to the form 
WOd the situation of the public fou:c ; and 
many Of his remarks wete inapplicable, in 
this part of his speech, from his not being 
acquainted wjth what ministers have done 
in this respect. The national regiments 
have been very much dispersed in the 
Countries where the then have been raised. 
The men raised in Scotland have been in¬ 
troduced into the regiment of the Marquis 
Sot Huntley, and what is called the Came- 
Itmiao regiment; tlie Highlanders to the 
former, the Lowlanders to the latter. Those 
raised in Ireland have been very generally 
assigned to the 42d and the £>th regiments. 
The men who were considered least fit for 
service have been thrown into the battalion 
bf reserve. As far as possible the men 
have been apportioned among their native 
regiments, and in the English regiments 
they have been very jnuch divided, so tbat 
the names of the regimdbts and the coun¬ 
ties la which the recruits were raised, cor¬ 
respond. The plan hinted by the rjght 
hon* gent, and followed with so much in¬ 
dustry under the administration of Lord 
Shelburne, has been adopted as far as cir¬ 
cumstances would conveniently admit; but 
Ihe colonial connections Of this great ir^ari- 
toiie and commercial country, have ob¬ 
structed, in a great degree, tl*e measure. 
I#r the ^ Austrian, Gernm^ and ' Prussian 
it can be carried into execution) 
‘*#*0*©' pupctnallty^ /wbecd'; it is 1 f i«H^ 
^^iWW4,,*by.interior , -ISuJj a? 

^rb<^Bed|«sdl.’ to 

Ulfatf WbmpW 

.if 

‘»on ^ 

Thfay, fc‘ p%^in^ < ' , but , v iff 
t'd. ■ the v to .* 




amount they would otherwise pay, as the 
reward of their compliance. The object 
of this proposal was to put an end to the 
competition ; >ut l doubt very much if it 
would have that effect, or whether it would 
supersede the subscription clubs of which 
the right hon. gent, complained. I am 
confident nothing but an act of parliament 
could prevent the latter, and, if it were 
enacted, I very much doubt its utility: it 
would occasion many afflicting examples 
of private distress, and answer no valuable 
purpose, perhaps, to countervail their dis¬ 
advantage. The right hon. gent, says no 
one shall be selected as a substitute, but 
a person provided from the particular hun¬ 
dred to which the lot falls. It surely must 
be well known to many members of this 
house, that’ this limitation would in many 
parts of the country be wholly impractica¬ 
ble. The other plan is feasible, which 
provides that no man shall be a substitute 
who does not belong to the county where 
the ballof takes effect, or in some adjacent 
district. It is, perhaps, a painful fact, 
that we are constrained in many cases to 
have recourse to the principal scene of 
recruiting to the great manufacturing towns 
of Leeds, Halifax, Manchester, and others, 
which it would be eligible to reserve as 
much as possibly for the regular supplies. 
Without entering more at large into the 
subject, what I have advanced will be suf¬ 
ficient to shew that the plan of the right 
hon. gent, however it might be remotely 
and ultimately effectual, is not calculated 
to answer the prominent object, \\hkh is, 
to augment the army to a considerable ex¬ 
tent in a very short space of time. On 
the contrary, the expedient to be submit¬ 
ted to the House is considered by the 
highest military authorities adequate to the 
completion of this important design* If 
it sbouldl be thought that we are too san¬ 
guine in the degree of success we antici* 
pate, none will deny that in some degree 
the end will be obtained; and in proper* 

t p 10 tins Will be the capacity of bis Ma¬ 
ty to iqjpSly the disposable force to of- 
Seiisive opefatiohs. | have troubled the 
house too faring on a question Which is re- 
dygjble to ^narrow % point; but it seem- 
^l^propor toleuve the right hbn, gentt’fc 
prqpqsifi 01 ^ wholly unanswered. Q 11 a 
question that regards the permanent system 
fof the otmy >4 it fouy be very fit to enter 
J fatty into the merits of his pitot both in 
ipartialtod a collective viiw ; but I have, 
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present enquiry with these considera¬ 
tions. 

Mr. Pitt rose to explain an error into 
which the right hon. Sec. had fallen, as in 
the event of a difficulty from the locality 
of the levy, it was provided for in his 
plan. In certain cases, the bounty was 
given to the Colonel to procure the re¬ 
cruit, and all that was material to guard 
against was, that the bounty for the li¬ 
mited should not equal the remuneration 
tor the unlimited service. Tins also was 
provided tor. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he was glad that 
the right hon. Sec. m answer to the light 
hon. gem. under the gallery, liad coinle- 
s< ended to explain, in some respect, the 
bill which he uow proposed to oiler to the 
consideration of the house. By the ex¬ 
planation such as the right hon. gent, has 
been pleased to give, lie has certainly jus- 
tilied the charge that had been so fre- 
qheutly brought against ministers, that 
they had adopted no lixctl or consistent 
plan in their operations. By the measure 
now intended, he tells us that he means 
to suspend the army of reserve, as he calls 
it, though no misnomer could possibly be 
more glaring than the appellation applied 
to this species of force, us the result has 
proved. Have we not been repeatedly 
told in justification of the army of reserve, 
that it was one of the great means of re¬ 
cruiting the army? Have not comparative 
statements been given of the recruiting 
service at different periods; and have we 
not been told that the success of the re¬ 
cruiting service, such as it has been, has 
been owing to the army of reserve ? Such 
are the advantages which that gent, has 
boasted of deriving from the army of re¬ 
serve ; and yet he now comes forward to 
suspend this act, which he has formerly 
stated to be productive of so many ad¬ 
vantages. He comes forward to remove, 
by this suspension, the pernicious effects 
of that competition which has been 
often complained of, but which has 
been till now admitted by the right hOn* 
gent. He could not, however, allow the 
acknowledgment of the right hon. gent, 
to be a sufficient answer to. the ejections 
offered to the present bill* He could not 
allow the acknowledgment of their pest 
errors to be a sufficient proof pf the inca¬ 
pacity of ministers to conduct the affairs 
of the country, particularly in sitfsb a 
crisis as the present; he would allow it tp 

he a su$ciqnt proof that they bad pq vi* 
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gour ppr consistency in thpir measures; 
but he could never allow the perception btf 
past errors, so long and so obstinately per* 
sisted m, and still professed to be ad* 
he red to in regard to principle, to be a 
pro.>f of greater wisdom in new arrange- 
meats, which were so closely connected 
with the former, that they must partake, 
in a very considerable degree, of their ge* 
neral complexion. The measure now pro*, 
posed does not go to abolish the army of 
reserve, which, if that system has been 
found inefficient, it ought to do, but goes 
only to suspend for a time its operation^ 
Either the army of reserve is a good or 
bad system. If it is a good system, and 
possessed of all the advantages which have 
been professed to be derived from it, why 
subpend it ? And if it is a bad system, 
and by creating an unfair competition, 
operates in hostility to the increase of the 
regular army, can apy reason be given 
why should it not be totally repealed £ 
But ministers perhaps are afraid to confess 
their weakness. They see at last the in-* 
convemencies attending the present army 
of reserve system, but are reluctant to 
acknowledge, in. proper form, the inutility 
of a system they have so often supported, 
and from which they have professed to 
derive so many advantages. They wish 
to abolish it, therefore, imperceptibly, ami 
to avoid, under the pretence of a tempo* 
rary suspension, the noise and eclat of a 
recantation. They wish to abolish it by* a 
side wind, and at the expence of the peo¬ 
ple ; as if the former system had not been 
sufficiently expensive, the present plan 
now proposed to be submitted to the 
house was no less calculated to empty the 
pockets of the people. That nfen could 
be raised in a short time upon any suchi 
system, was an erroneous idea. In the 
counties with which he was acquainted; 
he could say, from bis own observation, 
instead of raising the men in a short time, 
they were obliged to act illegally in order 
; to raise them at all. Had they acted le¬ 
gally indeed, they would neither have* 
found men nOr money. But if it is now 
allowed that men cannot be raised by the 
army of reserve, which was formerly stated 
to possess so many advantages, andwhich 
is still allowed to be efficient, inasmuch 
as it is not intended to be repealed, tp 
tfh&t quarter shall we apply for the,supply 
ofmen required? If govt, have apt bead 
able to raise the necessary supply of sties* 
by the operation of the, anuy,o£^psam 
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how: shall they be able to* raise the i reserve act was no longer useful, it ought 

to be repealed* He would therefore very 
willingly give his vote for its repeal, but 
would by no means encourage partial 
measures by voting its suspension, when, 
upon the declaration of ministers them¬ 
selves, it ought to be entirely abolished. 
According to the statement so repeatedly 
made by ministers, they intended the army 
of reserve as a supply for the regular 
army. This admission was allowed them, 
and they claimed no inconsiderable credit 
from it. If their statements then, in this 
respect, were true, why would they wan¬ 
tonly cut off those resources, and suspend 
a system which had for its principal object 
the supply of the regular army ? A dis¬ 
posable foice, and to a considerable 
amount, every man will allow to be ne¬ 
cessary ; any measure, therefore, for the 
increase oi such a force must meet with 1 
general approbation, though, at the same 
bmp, he, for one, should not wish to 
see any great disposeable force in their 
hands, from a conviction that they would 
be very ill qualified to make a proper use 
Of it. But if the army of reserve act 
was calculated to create this disposeable 
force, why suspend it? And if it had a 
contrary tendency, why not immediately 
repeal it ? But in suspending the army of 
reserve act, they propose, it seems, to 
create a number of inspectors in the differ¬ 
ent districts. What consequences could 
be expected from such an arrangement. ? 
The Lord Lieutenants of the different 
counties arc certainly sufficient for all the 
purposes intended by inspectors, and cvei 
in most cases better qualified than supei- 
visors of any description. But the gent, 
opposite, perhaps, wish at the present cri¬ 
tical moment to create a greater number 
of places, and thus, independently of the 
geueral strength of the country, add at 
least to their own forces. Such an acqui¬ 
sition of strength was no doubt desirable, 
and at the present moment, perhaps, abso- 
y necessary. Inefficient, however, as 
the army of reserve act would now seem 
to be, its provisions had not been carried 
into execution, which was a still farther 
proof that ministers were ill qualified 
either to adopt new measures, or to carry 
existing ones into execution. They enact¬ 
ed without thought, and were equally 
anxious to suspend without reflection. 
By the army of reserve bill, they had re¬ 
quired the quota of men to be raised at a 
certain time, or a fine to be imposed*, 


wanted, if the field is so exhausted 
as to urender that act ineffectual ? If it 
realty necessary to go into a commit¬ 
tee bn this subject, it must be regarded as a 
.proof, ,and a very undeniable proof, a proof 
which those gent, themselves recognise, that 
. a11 former measures have been ineffectual 
But if this be really the case; if the pro¬ 
per mode of augmenting our army be yet 
unascertained, upon what principle could 
the motion of his hen. friend (Mr. Fox) 
have been rejected the other night ? Did 
not that motion go to the adoption of 
vigorous and adequate measures, and to 
the correction of past inadvertencies ? 
Was it not the design of that motion to 
employ tl^e collective wisdom of the House 
in adopting measures to the exigency of 
our present circumstances ? But ministers, 
by rejecting fthe offer, had declared the 
present system to be complete, and yet 
they come forward to-night, and state it 
necessary to go into a committee on 
one of the most important departments of 
the service, and what is still more, place 
this necessity on the very grounds urged 
by, his hdb. friend in favour of his motion. 
Had that motion been carried, they should 
now have been sitting as a committee, not 
only for investigating the best means of 
augmenting the regular army, but of the 
best means also of arranging and disposing 
of every species of our force. It would 
appear, therefore, from the arguments of 
those gent, this night, that they did not 
reject the measure proposed by his hon. 
friend, from a conviction of its impro¬ 
priety, but merely to try their strength, 
and to ascertain whether it would be pru¬ 
dent for them to continue longer in their 
places. But now, having ascertained this 
important point, they come forward and 
tell us, without reflecting^ a moment on 
their former arguments, that it will be 
proper to go into a committee. There is 
’certainly a gross relinquishment, both of 
principle and of duty, not to call it by a 
# worse name,, in the conduct of the right 
hoft, gent, this day, But, if you do not 
allow them to carry this measure into 
affect, they will tell you, you may as well 
J them the supply, for in the (present 
istances the one grant is as necessary 
< other; Without raising men,; they 
|it is impossible to go on, and it is 
r possible to raise men on the old 
It was for this ve^y reason he 
the measure. If the 1 army pf 
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should any county or district be deficient 
in their number. lie should not say u< 
present whether this provision was wise 01 
not, but ho was certain it had not, and 
perhaps could not, with any propriety, be 
earned into execution. In the county 
with wiiich he was particularly connected, 
the number of men had not been found, 
hut at the same time no fine had been 
imposed by the quarter sessions, as it was 
touud the men could not be got. In reply 
to this, they will tell us most likety, they 
could not know the precise circumstances 
ol the different counties, and might there¬ 
fore, in some instances, overrate them, i 
But had not they the sumt: sources of in- ! 
formation which any member of that I 
House had, and were they not supposed 
to have more, as thev had access to the 
aggregate information of the house, when 
they thought it necessary to call for it ? 
Nor could he think at all more justifiable 
the mode now proposed of imposing the 
fine, not as the old one, but on the county 
at large ; as, according to this provision, 
those who lead exerted themselves in any 
such county would be liable, and would, 
in fact, be subjected to the fine, as well 
as those who had not raised a single man. 
That such an arrangement would be un- j 
fair, required no demonstration. But 
another material objection he had to the 
measure arose from the idea, that should 
a man be balloted, and not have actually 
joined his corps before this bill passed, he 
shall be obliged not to find a substitute, 
whatever arrangements he may have made 
for that purpose, but a ceitah: sum Of 
money, or to serve in person. Would it 
be consistent, would it be suitable to the 
wisdom of Parliament to make the man, 
in smjjb circumstances, find the money, 
when he might more conveniently find a 
substitute, when to find the one might be j 
possible, and the other perhaps wholly 
impracticable ? But suppose you demand 
201. as the price of his exemption ? Ah! j 
says the balloted man, this is a vast sum, ; 
and exempts me only for a year, t will 
not consent to it. But, says the govt, if 
you will consent to pay more, it trill ex* 
empt you for 5 years, and what is still 
more, from the militia also. What then 
must be the consequence of* such mea¬ 
sures ? Yon thus c»u up not only the army 
of reserve, but also the militia, at# iu 
the end will lock up the force of the Chun- 
try. Upon the wi*ole, he would vote for 
delaying this measure at all events* that 
VvA. II. r i 


the tight lion. gent. (Mir. fitt) might ftkye 
time to bring forward hik measure, which 
promised as a whole to be more satis¬ 
factory. Ho would therefore give his vote 
that the Speaker should not leave the 
chair. In regard to the plans proposed 
by'that right hon. gent., the present was 
not now the time to go into them, even %o 
far as he had explained himself. From 
the answer, however, of the right hep. 
Sec. to those plans, $o far as they had 
been explained, it must be very obViohs 
that they ou^ht to be discussed before the 
passing of this bill, as the measure in tile 
contemplation of the right hon. gent, held 
out advantages which we have* not derived 
from any of the measures hitherto adopt¬ 
ed, and more than this bill even professed 
to be calculated to give. He did not by 
any means conceive, that the mode of 
ballot suggested by the right hon. gent, 
could be attended with any inconvenience. * 
It would not necessarily cut off our re¬ 
course to great manufacturing towns for, 
the recruiting service. While others would 
be more productive, those sources also 
would be left equally open as at present. 
The right hon. Sec. he thought, had not suf¬ 
ficiently explained how the two battalions 
he had mentioned were to be officered, as 
there must be an influx of officers, as well 
as men. The right hon. gent, by prescrib¬ 
ing the period in which the number of 
men were to be raised for the purpose of 
procuring rank, had defeated, in a great 
measure* the object «f this arrangement; 
but it would still appear more ridiculous, 
when it was recollected, that they were 
not only obliged to raise them within a 
given time, but not permitted also to give 
tliem more than a certain specified bounty. 
Tire ministers by such means were cer¬ 
tainly cutting the throat of their own plan. 
If a man is limited to a certain time, he 
must necessarily give the greater bounty* 
If you, therefore, tie up his hands in both 
respects, you go very far indeed .to pte- 
vent any reasonable hopes of success. 
The hon. gent, then adverted to the sub¬ 
scription clubs that had been noticed by 
both the-preceding speakers. Ih many 
respects, he acknowledged he was against 
balloting for men altogether; but In^mfe 
instances also, he would admit it • td 5; bfe 
expedient, jin agricultural counridsp#- 
Rcularly, gent, from the country n#lt 
^owv that there would be great laeonyp- 
mencies without a System of this descrip¬ 
tion. The lion. ' 

T 
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the principle*, that if the 
hilt I^Ws, the army of reserve act can no 
larger exist; that a repeal, therefore, wa& 
4 ft 0 r# proper than a sti&pen&iou, and that 
the measure intended to be brought tor- 
Ward by' the right horn gentleman (Mr, 
Pitt) was entitled to a previous discus¬ 
sion. 

* The Secretary at War declared, that he 
thought the arguments of the hod. gent. 
Opposite him could not, by any fair and 
c dispassionate observer, be supposed in the 
Jetfitfj to militate against the provisions oi 
the bill One argument of bis was, that 
• the measure was not calculated to pro¬ 
duce men, but money. Unless he consi¬ 
dered that as an argumenlum ad horni- 
nem, instead of the argumentum ad rem, 

- thought it could uot possibly be consi¬ 
dered as any argument at all; for in a 
subsequent part of that hou. member’s 
-Speech, he admitted, that of 40,000 men 
.vfhich it had been proposed to raise by 
*, that bill, there were now actually .raised 
and embodied to the full amount of 
30,000 men; and it was admitted on all 
. hands, that of all the measures for the 
increase of our military strength, the army 
, of reserve had procured the largest possi¬ 
ble number to our disposable force. 
Neither himself nor any of his right hou. 
friends wished to contend, that it wojuld 
by no means injure the general recruiting 
, for the line; on the contrary, they,only 
said that it did not put a tota|j^op to the 
general levy for extensive served, but ad¬ 
mitted that it must, as all levies for li¬ 
mited service must, tend pro tanto to di¬ 
minish the recruiting for the regulars, 
lie had objected in such general terms, 

, that while, he condemned the operation of 
that act, he censured, ministers for bring- 
< ing forward &ny thing !ike a repeal of the 
law which be seemed Id think obnoxious. 
He did not positively say which of the two 
he thought *i>as best., Ministers,, however, 
had not adopted either; they had taken a 
middle course, and only moved for a tem¬ 
porary suspension of |he law, until the 
recruiting^ for other services could be com¬ 
pleted. , Jh his objections to the measure 
of suspension in itself, he had given it 
the mild title Ml of false pretences. 
He could not sep ijhe psroprtety df the apr 
plicatiou of such, ap epm&ty this 
. branch of bis argument he seemed parting 
; ilfirly to refer to the iuode .pfrasing too* 
V^ev r ^hich',wa$ provided Jot by the. Mh 
"When some oi the counties in the West o f 


England, for instance, had exerted therm 
selves with the greatest alacrity, and pern 
haps with some degree of suersss, and had 
completed ulmostthe whole of thcii quota, 
would any gent, stand up mid say that 
was an act of justice to put them on the 
sumo footing uiili other counties winch 
had , not displayed ?i similar cbeeifuluevs 
or spirit, or raised a pioportiomito num¬ 
ber of men ? The lion. gent, bad also stated 
the inconvenience, winch must result to the 
house from a consideration* ot the two 
measures, that of the bill which was now 
before the house, and that of the proposition 
winch had been made by a right lion. guit. 
under the gallery, lie confessed that, lor 
his purl, lie plainly saw that very great 
inconvenience must arise Irom the circum¬ 
stance of entertaining two questions of 
that nature at the same time. The one 
was for a temporary suspension of an act 
already established* and which must be 
considered as a matter of experiment. 
The dtber was for the adoption of a new 
measure, which was so extensive m itself, 
and so ample in its detail,uts to form suf¬ 
ficient grounds for the introduction of a 
new bill, which would require the mo>t 
serious deliberation of the House. A par¬ 
ticular provision in the bill he bad re¬ 
garded as a job. But really be could not 
see how any thing like a job could be 
likely to be made of such a regulation. 
The counties that \ycre particularly defi¬ 
cient in the supply of their quota of men, 
were to be marie subject to the penal 
provisions of the foimer statute. To as¬ 
certain the sum which they were to pay 
for such deficiency or neglect, it was ne¬ 
cessary to make inquiries of different per¬ 
sons, no one of whom could have within 
himself the power of making a complete 
return from his own knowledge* 4 Some 
might be dead, or others might have de¬ 
serted 'between the time of their being 
raised by the parish district, and the tune 
at which it was expected that they had 
Intered on . real military duty; others 
might. have been discharged after they 
had been, sent to join their regiments. For 
this purpose, he, thought that it was abso¬ 
lutely necessary that some gent, of re¬ 
spectability should be appointed to a ser¬ 
vice which was so essential tp the public 
interest^ and so diversified iu its functions. 
‘There was one, question to which the hou. 
jgent. appeared to attach the greatest im¬ 
portance j that was the payment of fines 
by the county at large. He evidently con¬ 
sidered that the law was intended to be 
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the same in that respect as the militia laws. 
I'll the militia, the deficiencies were to be 
reckoned as so much fine upon the count)’, 
it was trm% The aimy of reserve act 
also levied the penalty off the county in 
the first* instance; but it provided that 
the money should be afterwards eventually 
paid by the parish which was deficient, 
The.hon, gent, had stated some objections 
also to the instructions to officers, who 
had to raise a certain number of men for 
a certain rank in the army. That might 
bo made a separate question, no doubt, if 
any hem. member should think fit so to 
do, but it surely had no connection with 
the immediate question before the house, 
namely, the house going into, a committee 
on the army of reserve suspension bill. 
As to the justice of the case, considered 
on ihe score of propriety, raising n certain 
number of men within 6 months, that was 
an object for the officers themselves to 
!<>' ‘k to when they saw the instructions. 
If they thought the length of time was not 
of sufficient duration, they could very 
easily avoid entering into such an engage¬ 
ment. The instructions, however, were 
no! so rigidly adhered to, us totally to 
preclude ministers from extending the pe¬ 
riod in which any given number o-f men 
was to bn raised, according as the circum¬ 
stances of the case might warrant. If it 
appeared, upon the whole, that the army 
of reserve act stood jn the way of those 
levies, or the general recruiting for our 
disposable force, that circumstance could 
not he fairly urged as an argument against 
the suspension of the bill. It surely must 
be considered as an act of justice to these 
gent, to remove an obstacle which stood 
in the way of their raising their quantity of 
men within the period limited ; and above 
all, it must be a measure of the greatest 
utility at the present moment, to suspend 
the operation of any measure which, in 
the smallest degree, tended to lessen the 
general recruiting for our armies. In ^ 
very populous district in the country, 
knew it for a fact, that persons in but mo¬ 
derate circumstances had paid 20l. sooner 
than enter into the army of reserve as 
substitutes, which they might have done at 
the time, and have received 40l. He by 
no means wished to state that these objec¬ 
tions were generally to be met with, but 
it was sufficient to shew that some tempo¬ 
rary suspension of the law was necessary. 
The proposition of the right hon. gent, 
could only be deemed, at present, a matter 


of experiment. Considering the presentinea** 
sure in the same point of view, it most cejpr 
tainly was entitled to some claim of prio¬ 
rity ; and the house would recollect at the 
same time, that nothing was now intended 
to be done which would totally destroy the 
good effects of the army of reserve act, 
but that the measure was brought forward 
as the moans of accelerating the increase, 
of our disposable force. If any other 
system was to be adopted, it might be the 
object of futuie discussion, without inter¬ 
rupting the progress of the prescut bilk 
Mr. Fox. —Sir; it is pretty osttraordinary, 
nfter all the house has formerly heard m 
support o ( the army of reserve bill, in 
opposition to the arguments of those who 
resisted it, arnongst other measures, as 
one of those which tended to impede the 
recruiting service of the country, that the 
right hon. gent, should now opine forward 
with a bill to suspend the operation of the 
act; acknowledging it to have failed, in a 
very considerable degree, of the efficacy 
expected from it, and that it so totally 
ceased to be productive for its purpose, 
that it now becomes necessary to abandon 
it, and resort to some other measures. 
Considering therefore, the army of reserve 
bill completely and substantially deserted 
by those who were formerly its most strenu¬ 
ous advocates, and their palpable acknow¬ 
ledgement, that other measures were be¬ 
come necessary to give any hope of effect¬ 
ing the purposes to which that bill was 
diivrtwj«rfjttkre*istaiice now given in Umine 
to the ffRpF proposed by the right hou. 
gent. Under the gallery* is somewhat un¬ 
accountable. Notwithstanding the neces¬ 
sity so strongly urged upon a former night, 
by the right lion. sec. for deferring the bill 
to this day, in order to the preparation of 
certain clauses which he seemed to think 
of material importance, yet in the whole of 
his answer-to the right hoi*, gent/s plan, and . 
in the general view he has taken of the object* 
of his own, he has not thought proper to 
say any thing of the nature of those clauses. 
Before I enter more minutely into the na¬ 
ture and tendency of the bill, I feel it ne¬ 
cessary to say a word or two on the con¬ 
duct of those who introduced it. From 
the exulting manner in which this bill was 
first brought forward, and maintained 
against all opposition, one would have 
tnought that his Majesty's ministers* after 
having failed in every other attempt at re¬ 
cruiting the public force to the extent ne¬ 
cessary for our security* had discovered in 
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! this bill something like the philosopher's 
stone, According to them, the bill has 
done wopders unparalleled in recruiting 
the army: the repeal of it now is to effect 
Still greater wonders; and the future revi¬ 
val of it is, I suppose, to produce the 
greatest wonder of all. At length, it 
seems, his Majesty's ministers have found 
out that the high bounty offered under the 
army of reserve act, does a little interfere 
with the recruiting of the regular army, for 
so the right bon. gent, who just sat down 
admits: I do not wish minutely to bind 
either him o&.his colleagues to any words 
that passed in former debates on this sub¬ 
ject, ** sufficient for the day is the folly 
thereofbut 1 must remark, that when in 
preceding discussions, this observation was 
made to them, it was directly and expli¬ 
citly denied. They hitherto have con¬ 
stantly maintained that the army of re¬ 
serve was no impediment to the recruiting 
of the general army; and produced I know 
*npt how many accounts to prove the vali¬ 
dity of their assertion. Now, if this really 
was the case, it is obvious the suspension 
they propose, will, in fact and in truth, 
effect nothing at all; and if the suspension 
have no effect now n hitherto* it would ap¬ 
pear, the act itself must have been of little 
or no use. But let us attend a little to 
that argument, and hear how they explain 
themselves. The army of reserve, they 
say, has produced great and beneficial 
effects, but it is now worn out, and has 
exhausted all its force. Whsgijb it they 
paean by this ? Is the army oR|p|erve act 
tube considered as analogous to animal na¬ 
ture ? Is it like a horse, for instance, that 
softer long labour finds its strength and 
power decay ? If so, i perfectly understand 
what they mean, when they say all the 
force of the army of jeserve act is ex¬ 
humated. I should ratter, however, con¬ 
ceive this act would fell with more truth 
under a, different class and description of 
beings; that, for example, it would bear 
a greater resemblance to k pump or a well, 
which being exhausted, are of no farther 
n*c; trot that the mechanism is rusty, or 
out of order, so that it will not work, but 
the water itself, which they have been ac¬ 
customed to draw, is entirely gone, and 
completely used. What would be the na¬ 
tural step in such a case? To stop the 
source of consumption and let the wafer 
flow in. But what do his Majesty's minis¬ 
ters do ? They complain the source is ex« 
haustecl, and yet they want it to be more 


productive. They stop this pump, indeed t 
the army of reserve, but immediately apply 
to the same spring another of larger draught. 
The army of reserve act is declared inca- 
ble of completing its original quota, which 
at has reached 'within a few thousands, and 
yet, according to the views of ministers, its 
suspension is to open a source to supply 
18,000 men, on terms far more unfavour¬ 
able as to quantity of bounty and extent 
of service. This plan, according to them, 
is to restore the lost powers of the spring. 
The machinery is to work, and the water 
flow. But, says |he right hon. gent, who 
has just sat down, let us consider the order 
of our proceeding. To tins I certainly 
have no objection. According to this 
mode we shall observe, that the army of 
reserve act'began with raising men tor a 
limited service, at an almost unlimited 
price. Now, say ministers, it has done all 
it can, we have got 13,000 men. Its 
powers are exhausted, and we can gel no 
more. Let us, however, see, if, by dimi¬ 
nishing the bounty, and enlarging the ser¬ 
vices, we shall not be moie successful. 
Now, m my apprehension. Sir, not lung 
can be more preposterous, and contrary 
to all experience than this process of or¬ 
der, so confidently appealed to. To minds 
otherwise constituted than those of his Ma¬ 
jesty s ministeis, it would seem the natural 
course of things rather to begin with small 
bounty and enlarged services; mid when 
their efforts became unpioductivc, then to 
enlarge the one and limit the other. Mi¬ 
nisters, however, have gone exactly con¬ 
trary to this mode, and set all experience 
and judgment on this subject at defiance. On 
what is it possible that they can ground any 
hopes of success with respect to this plan ? 
Tlie # anny of rcsei ve act has already pro* 
duced 13,000 men. Ministers have all along, 
on every occasion on which the subject has 
been discussed, said that the bill produced 
more men than could have been produced 
by nuy other method. How then, and by 
what means, when this most operative act 
is suspended, are they to get 32,000 men ? 
Is it by their new plan of giving rank ? If 
this has any effect, it must be by a corres¬ 
ponding increase of bounty, which they 
profess to forbid ; in what way can it other¬ 
wise have any effect, and it that is resort¬ 
ed to, then -that competition, under ano¬ 
ther form, is introduced, which they think 
it so essential to the welfare of the general 
service should be abolished ? In fact, how 
can any tiling else be expected ? But, say 
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they, we forbid any additional bouiity to 
be given. Is it, however, likely, is it pos¬ 
sible, that injunction will or cun be fol¬ 
lowed by young men eager and ardent 
after rauk, and who may have nearly ac¬ 
complished their object? Within*'the time 
they allow, six months only, many active 
and enterprising young men may have 
nearly got their quota. Can it be sup¬ 
posed that they will let all the expence and 
trouble they may have been at become of 
no use, for want of a few remaining men 
to make up their quota ? Surely that con. 
elusion can never enter into the mind of any 
one. Ministers themselves must know it is 
nor likely. It is rather to be expected that 
officers will follow the example of an hon. 
friend of mine, who gave 5001. to men, 
half of which were rejected. With tempta¬ 
tions so strong, it is ridiculous to say we 
shall order them not to increase the 
bounty beyond the stipulated allowance. 
Obedience is impossible. So inconsistent 
and contradictory to their own views and 
objects, are the plans and measures they 
introduce! Till this moment, when they 
propose to suspend its operation, the army 
of res< rve act was always denied to have 
that etfect on the general recruiting service 
for which they now contend, and on which 
assumption of fact, they have uniformly 
acted in spite of all ad monition from us, 
until this hue period of the war. With 
regard to the plan of the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Pitt), on account of which it is pro- 
posed to defer the suspension of the army 
of reserve act, the right hon. gent, though 
he opened it with his usual ability, has not 
entered into so minute a detail of its par¬ 
ticulars, as lie probably will when lie fi¬ 
nally submits it to the consideration of the 
house. In what he has staled, however, 
I see many parts of which I highly ap¬ 
prove, and perhaps some of which I may 
not think quite so favourably. Such as it 
is, ministers themselves say it is fit to be 
considered on some future occasion. If 
so, what pretence have they to proceed in 
their present plan of suspending the act, on 
which it is meant to be engrafted ? By 
suspending that bill, they at once, cut 
down the plan under the feet of the right 
bon. gent, which aims at improving and 
gendering it more productive and effectual. 
Admitting, as ministers do, that this plan 
is worthy of consideration* they will not 
wait till it is brought forward, but pro¬ 
ceed in another plan of their own to re- 
orbit the army, and draw from the right 


hon. gent, the very means of establishing ‘ 
his. They put the right hon. gent, in # ■ 
whimsical situation, which reminds me 
of what I have lately seen advertised, 

“ a speech intended to be spoken/' Such' 
will be the case with the right hon. gent* 
if you deprive him of the means by which 
his plan may be rendered effectual. That 
plan is one which I generally approve Of.; 
In one proposition I heartily concur, that 
in case of ballots, it would be fit to give a 
bounty to the t person drawn, in case be 
came forward to serve in person. With 
regard to the objection made to clubs of 
persons subscribing money, as an insur- 1 
ance against being drawn by ballot, I know 
not upon what principle they should be 
done away. When a set of men wish to 
bear another man harmless, I can see no 
reason why they should not be allowed to 
enable him, by a small subscription, * to 
procure a substitute* when the bounties 
for recruits are small, as they ought to be. 

I cannot see how clubs of this description 
are enabled to pay a larger bounty than 
certain individuals who may happen to be 
drawn. I know no reason why these dubs 
■should be discouraged ; I always thougjht 
they could not be touched, and I have al¬ 
ways looked upon them as highly merito* 
rious and useful. When a man is drawn 
by ballot, he has a right to send a substi- 
tute to serve for him, and money must be 
had for that purpose; but I never heard 
of an act which said five men shall not pay 
five poundjj each to procure a substitute* 
for one aitmtig the number who may hap¬ 
pen to be drawn; but that they are to tos» 
up in order to determine who among them 
shall pay the twenty-five pounds.—Now t 
Sir, with respect to the bill which has 
been offered to you this Might, some of bis 
majesty's Ministers telhus they wish it may 
be postponed for the present; that they 
will have no objection to its being,brought 
forward at some other time; but tbey do 
not say when that time will bei They art 
afraid of it at the present moment; but 
when they contemplate the measure at a 
distance, they see nothing terrible in it. 
This, Sir, reminds me of the dialogue be¬ 
tween Partridge and Tom Jones, in which 
the latter, with a view of removing the feats 
which bis companion felt at tlie idea of 
going*to battle, tells him that all men must 
di6 sooner or later; upon which the for¬ 
mer replied, u that is very true, but I hope 
it will be many a long day first." In the 
-same manner did the ministers appear not 
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to drqid tneasure, any more thffn Par- 
fridge dreaded death; provided at may be 
put Off to an indefinite period, f Vhe right 
hdii. gent, proposes, that efficacious mea¬ 
sures for recruiting the army should be 
made a general ingredient in the defence 
Of the country. But ministers say, some 
tftiie or other, such a plan may be adopted ; 
but the present is not the time for doing 
so. The proposition now before the house, 
resolves itself into this question, whether 
you Shall give credit to the declarations of 
those hien who have,exhausted the army 
of reserve; and whether you think the bill 
thtey have brought before the house, will 
be the means of increasing the force of the 
country, which the other bill could not 
do ; or whether you will adopt the bill pro¬ 
posed by the right lion, gent.? I can- 
hot conceive any other ground on 
k which the hill now before the house can 
be supported, except that of confidence in 
imnisters, who are the authors of it. A 
right lion. gent, has said, that we ought 
not to object to thesuspensioh of the army 
of reserve, because we* opposed the mea¬ 
sure itself at the time it was introduced. 
This can be no argument against the line 
of conduct we now pursue; for although 
it is possible that every proposition com* 
ing from the present ministers may be 
wrong, it is not impossible that all they do 
pmy not be right. I do not say that every 
thing they do is wrong; but the great 
'■poiny which they appear to me to be de¬ 
fective’is, that they do not stand on anv 
system, in any of the measures they have 
brought forward. With regard to the sub¬ 
ject now before the house, they appear 
npver to ha\e examined the proper mode 
of recruiting the army ; they cannot take 
in all the principles which inay belong to 
the subject at different times. .Ministers 
surely cannot think, that any good will 
come out of their bill; and, before we 
proceed any further in it, I think we ought 
to hear what the other plan is, in order 
,4tiat the best possible measure may be 
„ Adopted. After what the house has wit¬ 
nessed in the conduct of the present minis¬ 
ters V'Wtcr having seen them like conjurors, 
shifting from one thing to another, acting 
on principles of deception; at one time 
preferring an army of reserve, at another, 
raising volunteers, then checking them, 
&c.; I say, after all these things, I enter¬ 
tain no doitbr but that the house, unless it 
Thinks th^ ipniukters supernatural, must 
bbject 14 yodr leaving the chair. 


Lord Castlereagh said, he was sensible of 
the disadvantages under which he must rise 
discuss any subject upon which the ta¬ 
lents of the right hon. gent, who opened 
this debate, hud been previously employed, 
lie hud attended to the plan which his 
ight hon. fnend had this night proposed, 
as well as to the arguments of the hon. 
member who had just;/sat down ; and the 
principal difficulty he felt was, to offer any 
Lhing new upou a subject which had been 
often previously and recently discussed 
m tins house; but though he should feel it 
his duty to oppose the motion for the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair, he felt no re¬ 
luctance that those discussions should take 
place, which must daily teach his Majes¬ 
ty’s ministers to feel more deeply the mili¬ 
tary exigencies of the country, and to sift 
them to the bottom, in order thereby to 
be the better enabled to meet them with 
effect. He was ready to admit, that the 
army of the com*try was now become the 
most important part of our system. His 
Majesty’s ministers were at no time insen¬ 
sible to the principle so frequently urged 
from the other side of the house', that it 
was most desirable to increase that branch 
of the public torce called the troops of the 
line; but so suddenly did the dangers of 
the country press upon them, and so for¬ 
cibly did they feel the necessity of provid¬ 
ing effectually lor our security at home, in 
the first instance, that they felt it a duty 
indispensable to adopt, without delay, 
eiciy measure that promised the most 
speedy effect iu raising every branch ot the 
public force to its highest pitch; and this 
hey had effected to an extent heietoiore 
unparalleled in the annals of the country. 
They had by no means lost sight of the 
necessity of providing a disposable force 
for external operation, our internal secu¬ 
rity being first provided for; but in doing 
this, they judged it advisable, before they 
proceeded to raise any new regiments, first 
to fill up the old. To this purpose, the 
measure of the army of reserve had been 
?minently serviceable, for in the short 
<pace of six weeks, no less than 13,000 
men were adejed to the troops of the line 
by its operation. This purpose so far ef¬ 
fected, the next step to which his Majes¬ 
ty’s ministers proposed to proceed, was the 
raising of 18 new regiments. But though 
the army of reserve had already produced 
more men vvithin a shorter given period than 
my measure that ever was projected, yet 
is it now Ceased to be any farther opera- 
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tive, it was deemed advisable to suspend 
its operation, and try other methods. It 
might be asked, why not come tef Parlia¬ 
ment sooucr with a proposition of this 
kind, and endeavour to release the re¬ 
cruiting service from the impediments 
thrown in its way by the present bill ? 
The answer was, because they felt it would 
be unpardonable to propose any alteration 
in a measure which had received the sanc¬ 
tion of Parliament, until they had tried it 
to the fullest .extent, and had the most 
authentic documents to prove it unpro- 
du( live: and having now those proofs duly 
authenticated, they felt it their duty to 
come forward with the application* IIis 
right hon. fiieiid had this night come for¬ 
ward with the proposition of a system, not 
merely affecting the army of reserve, but 
affecting every branch of the whole mili¬ 
tary system of the country; a plan so 
widely extensive, and comprehending sp 
many important topics for minute consi¬ 
deration and discussion, that h e should 
feel it presumption for any man to say he 
could suddenly make up his mind on the 
subject. When his right hon. friend near 
him (Mr, Yorke) had only a proposition 
upon the mere branch of the militia to 
propose to the house, he thought it of too 
much importance to call upon the house 
suddenly for Us discussion; and he there¬ 
fore felt it his duty to have the bill printed 
and circulated through the country, in 
order that it might be duly considered by 
the deputy Lord Lieutenants of the several 
couuties, and all persous concerned in its 
operation to have the benefit of their sug¬ 
gestions before it came forward for adoption. 
How much more necessary would it be, 
then, for the more extensive proposition 
of his right hon. friend this night, to have 
the most full, deliberate, and cool consi¬ 
deration, before it could be laid before the 
house in the shape of a bill. Consider¬ 
ing the importance of so very extensive 
and complicated a topic, he was convinced 
it could not be brought into operation for' 
several months; and if, in the mean time** 
the operation of this bill was not sus¬ 
pended, very deprecable consequences must 
necessarily accrue to the recruiting ser¬ 
vice, which he was confident it must, he 
the desire of every member of that bouse 
to prevent. But it was scarcely possible; 
lie was confident, that the measure' pro-, 
posed by his right hon. friend this. night 
could undergo the necessary deliberation, 
and .be shaped into an operative measure, 


before the expiration of tbe # year, at the 
end of \yhich time tfie ’army of reserve 
bill expires. Under the? existing bill 
32,000 men, it was true, had been raised 
m 6 months; but would the House think 
it advisable to continue a billV no longer 
found effective, at the risk of not pro¬ 
curing 2,000 men in d months more? Fpr 
his own part, he always preferred a forQQ, 
ot the nature of the army of reserve, much 
before one iu the shape of the militia; 
and he was borne out in this opinion by 
authorities much more conversant lliau he 
was upon military subjects. He was de¬ 
cidedly of opinion, that an army of 64*,000 
troops of reserve, with 40,000 militia* 
was much superior to an army of 40,000 
troops of reserve, and 74000 militia, 
lie differed materially from other parts of 
the proposed plan, and especially that of 
suffering the militia to decrease, before an 
adequate force was substituted in its 
room ; and he thought the bill of his right 
hon. friend near him fully adequate to thp 
purpose of effectually promoting the re¬ 
cruiting service for the line. He would 
have no objection to the measure of re¬ 
cruiting by parishes, if it could be done 
without embarrassing magistrates or cre¬ 
ating frauds, but still he would rather pre¬ 
serve two strings to his bow, least one 
should fail. The hon, gent, who spoke 
last, towards the end of his speech had 
charged his Majesty's ministers with fre¬ 
quent changes of system, and alterations 
of their measures. It wiis true, they had 
fell the necessity, under the pressure of 
public exigency, to resort to a variety of 
measures tor the prompt increase of the 
public force; but when they found those 
measures cease to have their original ef¬ 
fect, they had modified them as experi¬ 
ence produced occasion. It would be pre¬ 
sumptuous to say those measures, sepa¬ 
rately, were not liable to criticism; but 
he would venture to assert, that the ge¬ 
neral system pursued by his Majesty's mi- 
nistcfs was right, and had produced,a 
force unparalleled in the annals of the 
country*. 

Sir Jtimes TyJteney felt it necessary to 
declare hi$ Opinion upon assertions which 
had been made in the course of discus¬ 
sion on topics respecting the public force, 
ih which it was maintained that militia 
troops might be rendered equal to troops 
of the line for home defence, and tligtt 
great length of time was not necessary to 
give troops the necessary degree of dik£* 








p, fit them for reaj service in The 
^ 'that raw Ibv lea,'ha4 fought equal 
to ^fjbemn troops, and achieved splendid 
particularly in Egypt, where so 
l|m|t v glory was won by the forces of this 
tpountry. He begged leave, however, to 
deny these arguments; from the nature! 
of the service, it was impossible that the 
discipline of troops could be so well car- 
tied on in militia regiments, as regiments 
«f the line, under Veteran officers, who 
% did dot “assume a military life merely for 
mmisernent, or the spur of a temporary 
bdeasion, but who embraced it as a pro¬ 
fession, and made it the study of their 
jives. He considered it impossible to of- 
"-fiber effectually an 'army of 6*0,000 militia 
from the gentry of the country, and thought 
ft of the utmost importance to convert our 
militia soldiers, as for as possible, into 
'%pop s of the line, for the effectual de- 

* .fonce qf the country, as it was not so 
Web upon the number, as upon the good- 
tfosaof our troops, that our security de¬ 
coded; and with respect to foe beha¬ 
viour of our raw levies in Egypt, he ad¬ 
mitted that there were many very young 
troops from Ireland and /Scotland, but 
that foe principal part of our force was 
composed of veteran soldiers, of which 
foe garrisons of Oibraltar,~ Minorca* and 
Malta, formed a principal part. 

Mr. Windham expressed the satisfaction 
he felt tp find his opinion as to the policy 
irf reducing the militia, seconded by an 
^authority so respectable as that of the non. 
officer who had just sat down, and lp s right 
horn friend who proposed the amendment. 
It was an opinion which he had t lpngfiuce 
declared in that house, and it was among 
many opinions which he had beard highly 
censured at foe time they were originally 
mentioned, but which afterwards made, 
foeir way, and were adopted even by their 
'former censors. With respect to the b*U 
before the house, he confessed tbat it was 
of such a nature foat, whether the object 
were to continue to modify, to suspfod, or, 
to repeal rt, he could not give.it his entire 
approbation, lf .it could be made put foat 
fo€^dohld npt be had by any 00m mewls 

* 1 fo&n by fo# ballots acted upon under 
Tbi$,;foen fod ,/t^se would be ot'harvdfo'r 

and the wmmrM® of Hmghfcbe an m 
disable if it was aiaei^d 

foat though it had produced a 
number of men, rt could produce no more, 
mtiy then was it not repealed ? As it was 
even insinuated that it would produce 

^ Sr 
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any more , men, the mere Suspension of foe 
measure struck bis mind as the most un¬ 
reasonable way of disposing of it. Ihe 
noble lord had boasted of the accommo¬ 
dating spirit of ministers, that they had 
Occasionally yielded to different principles 
apd systems,' and that to protect them¬ 
selves from being condemned by any 
party, they alternately acquiesced m the 
recommendations of each; but, in the 
instance of the pill before the house, they 
seemed disposed to take a middle course— 
neither to abolish an act which was com¬ 
plained ofrjand justly, as tending to injure 
the recruiting for the regular army, by high 
bounties, &c„ nor to continue that which 
other gent, stated to be the best mode of 
providing, men. No ; Ministers resolved 
foat thi% army of reserve act should be sus¬ 
pended; that it should neither live nor 
die; but that it should remain as a kind 
of ghost, and remain like other ghosts in 
ttrrorqft, for the purpose of extorting mo¬ 
ney. * No one could be satisfied with the 
purpose of the ministers, and the public 
mUst be particularly discontented. It 
would involve a considerable injustice, for 
it was not proposed to make any distinc¬ 
tion between the district which had fur¬ 
nished their quotas to the army of reserve, 
and those which had not: and it was still 
farther objectionable, as it would interfere 
with the plan of his right hon. friend who 
proposed the amendment. This bill of 
suspension was liable to another objection. 
Which would not altogether apnly to a pro- 
position of repeal; uamely, that it would 
keep alive the memory, and encourage the 
hope of large bounties, an evil than which 
^nothing could so materially iujure any plan 
of recruiting for the regular army. What 
ministers proposed to gain from the future 
renewal* of this bill, compared with this 
qj^riousToss;, he could not imagine. But 
sqpppse they were determined to persist in 
the bill before,the house, what argument 
of any force could they offer, against the 
delay proposed by foe mover of the 
amendment, in order that be might have 
time, fully to prepare the measure he had 
announced his intention of proposing in 
foe committee on this bill; a measure 
which possibly might be such as even the 
supporters of foe bill would be disposed, 
upon examination, to give way to* If 
the motion submittedbybis hem. friend on 
Monday last, bad been.acceded to, the 
plan described in foe Gourse of this even- 
ingbythe-j 
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went, might have been, with every other 
proposition, connected with the defence of 
the countrv, discussed in the committee) 
which it was the object of that motion to 
institute, and there would have been no 
reason for pressing this amendment; but 
minis!ers, by opposing the former, had 
rendered the latter necessary, in order to 
examine the project of hid right hon. 
friend under the gallery* In some parts 
of this, plan, as he understood it from his 
right hon. friend, he agreed, and of others 
he entertained his doubts; but those doubts 
arose in part from this circumstance, 
that he took a different view of the sub¬ 
ject, and that he agreed entirely with his 
hon. friend, {Mr, Fox) with respect to 
the plan of our'defence. Ills opinion de¬ 
cidedly was, that the country should trust 
to a regular army principally, and, in ad¬ 
dition to that, to what was termed an 
armed peasantry. This regular army, he 
was convinced, could find more than 
enough of recruits, to advance it to any 
necessary number if the impediments were 
removed which had been thrown iu its 
way by the measures of minister*. Of 
tins sentiment he was satisfied, that, not¬ 
withstanding all the various employments 
which our manufactures and agriculture 
furnished, sufficient recruits could be Ob¬ 
tained without prejudice to either, and 
that our army might be rendered formida¬ 
ble in numbers, and respectable in charac¬ 
ter. particularly if the idea were adopted, 
which he had often mentioned in that 
house, and which the best military autho¬ 
rities recommend, of raising men for a 
limited period of service for a certain tera 
of years.—The right hon. gent, repeated 
his recommendation, that the postpone¬ 
ment required by the hon. mover of the 
amendment should be acceded to. The 
authority of his right hon. friend entitled 
his wish to the compliance of minister^ 
and to the assent of the house, especially 
seeing that no sensible inconvenience could 
result from the delay he required; seeing 
also, that in the committee there wouldbe 
an opportunity of fully canvassing the 1 na¬ 
ture of his right hon* friend’s plan, to 
ascertain how far it could be engrafted on ! 
the stock of the army of reserve bill* If 
appeared to him that it would be an injus¬ 
tice to his right hon. friend to resist his 
motion for delay, and the house should 
concur in the amendment if it were only 
on this principle, that his rightboh. friend 
was at least proposing something against 
Vul. 11. 


nothing—that he was etitfeayouring to 
check in their meandering?, those minis¬ 
ters who were perpetually opposing them¬ 
selves—the ends of whose measures came 
jolting against each other; those ministers 
who were continually reding to add fro . 
like drunken men—who in one measure 
generally counteracted another, as the line 
of argument they adopted on one day* 
frequently refuted that which they pursued 
on the preceding; always investigating,* 
never deciding; there is scarcely one mea¬ 
sure'they resorted to, that did not involve 
a renunciation of their former opinions, 
and an adoption of those they had opposed. 

It. might be now said by ministers, that 
tpey knew, at the time the army of reserve 
bill was enacted, that it would very much 
injure the recruiting for the regular army; 
that they were aware of the evil it would 
produce; but why did the/ not say so i 
then? No, on the contrary they denied it; 
and now that the consequences were felt, 
they used a different language. They in¬ 
sisted that they foresaw, but they studious¬ 
ly concealed their foresight; and they re¬ 
probated those who ventured to prophecy 
that which they themselves were now 
forced to confess. They who foretold 
these things, were dpscribed by ministers 
as mere theorists; and it was asserted that 
the practical effects would be found to re¬ 
fute their ideas; but who wereYound to be 
mistaken ? The attempt mode in this, a* 
well as in other instances, to put down the 
opinions held by the hon. gent with whom 
he acted, had only served to corroborate 
and justify those opinions; like certain 
plants, the more it was attempted to crush 
them the more they prospered aud grew.— 

: Recurring to the natpre of Mr. Pitts plan, 
the right hon. gent, contrasted some of its 
parts, particularly that respecting the re-* 
gulations of bounties, with the provision^ 
of the army of reserve act. The latter, he. 
contend^, had ceased to produce more 
men, npt for die reasons stated, not be¬ 
cause there was no more men to be had— 
for if that were the case, why expect to 
rafce mote by any pther measure ? No, In 
point of foot/ the army of reserve act has 
met the fate that ever attends measures that 
are too rigorous; as it happens with pen# 
laws, when they become too severe thdy 
lose their effect* no person being Willimj 
t<?g&ecute them; so with the ariny of re¬ 
serve act—it was so odious that 
could be found to put it injd execution. 
The people were adverse to it, the’stomach 
U 
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' iti^lhpedud hid properly con^MCt^d 7*-Tb& 
right hon. gerit. adverted to the fraqueut 
mem ion made liy ministers -of ; %hp gross 
amount of p s ur public force, of, the ; 
ber of men in arms; but tie would ask 
them* could they seriously mean-to urge 
that U3 a claim to, merit on their part f 
Were they aware, that they were by such 
mention pronouncing their , own condom- 
nation,? tor they had contrived by their 
conduct to }mt„ the country in such a state 
of clespeiatiou, th^jt every in an was forced 
to feel the necessity, of struggling for his 
oyn protection—and in truth, indepen¬ 
dently of tfee impulse of patriotism, the 
dlarmrng stale <d the country was such as 
t6 suggest to men the propriety of coming 
forward for the safety of their own lives? 
their fapaily, and tfepir property# buchhad 
been „;tf ’ 


effect, and ministers, therefore, 
instead of talking of 400,<HH) men rpody, 
to stand forth for the country, might speak 
of so many millions—of in fact, every man 
capable of contributing auy assistance to 
$vert the public danger. But were theyJ 
who created the danger, and who ^ere 
incapable of directing the, spirit it called 
forth, to repel, much less to destroy it, 
entitled to lay claim to merit ? Certainly 
nut.—The noble lord had stated that mi¬ 
nisters had resorted to plans calculated to 
please all parties, and that they now said, 

4i gentlemen, you have no right-to com¬ 
plain, for wc have given you all sorts o: 
measures, ynd specimens of all sorts pf 
systems." Bpt then? added tine right hop,; 
gent, it did nqt follp^, because minister 
gave variety, that therefore they, should 
satisfy; for though there be good 

and bud in variety, it might happen 
the whole of the variety wbuW be. bad^ 
and so \i did with respect Xo, the measure** 
pYministers. The fight ppm gent* pofe 
eluded with , sfropgly reep^^ndi^g life 
the TOepdmebf* £p.q*$e4? ^b&f. 
‘few jtfm jptigtyt, be fe Jtjjr, 

api»ed^ 1 n$w so bad 

M th*,$ 
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measui'e mcemry 
the purpose pf, shewing* that they are not 
precisely of that stamp and character de¬ 
scribed by lb© right hum gent, on the 
floor. That pon. general, in speaking of 
the militia* has admitted that they were 
m e^elfeut description of military force, 
at the same .time that he asserted, that for 
active military operations, they could bear 
no comparison, watfe. the regular army. 
The right bop. gent, on the many occa¬ 
sions that fee has had occasion to allude to 
that part pf opr national defence, lias de¬ 
scribed it as.insufficient, unniilitary, and 
ridfeplous, <^a loud cry, of No! No i)* at 
least such wa$ my conception of what he 
then said, and I am * confident 1 am not 
angular in my opinion. Now, Sir, wuh 
regard to the present measure, what does 
that, right hon. gent, do ? why. Sir, he ob* 
jects to the postponement of it, for no 
other reason that 1 can collect from his 
long speech, but that he wishes for its re. 
peal. Other gent, and a very considera¬ 
ble pamber, I fear, object to U upon 
grounds more consistent than that of the 
right hon. gent, and his particular friends; 
but I trust that a little consideration of the 
subject, will remove from their minds much 
of the doubt they entertain with regard to 
it. Wfeat, Sir? is the object of the sus¬ 
pension of the army of reserve act? Why, 
Sir, it embraces that most desirable ot all 
that object in the promotion of 
which men of all parties have concurred, 
the augmentation of . your regular army. 
Tfee rigfet hon. gent, bus frequently disap¬ 
proved of the operation of that act, as af¬ 
fecting tire regular recruiting of the army. 

I will not go fclm length of saying, that it 
dom hot interfere in some yespects with 
it* but l pan never admit that it impedes 
it, extent that is asserted by him. 

Sir, 4th** ; country has experienced very 
grfesit advantages from the adoption of that 
Ogt, and th£ ; subsequent operation of it. 
Ti^e fepm, g^nt, has even the candour to 
avow it. ’H has piXKlm^l to the cvmntry 
na ! io»s ,thah 374)00 nm* among which is 
tp i^'.^kpnod ^; disposeable body of 
WMWt* These: advantages,it is our wish 
to continue to the (ioupriy^ and we think 
we cannot fetter arriva at that desirable 
eudj than fey & temporary suspension of 
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what has erased to (Mkftiefe the dfectat tfckf fectufiog, agriculture, Sfaft commerchij 
it was originally formedfcrc My right pun. counties, I think H itfUkeiy&o produce ex- 
friend, the'Sec* of State, wroth officially to treme i inconvenience, and scarcely one 
the Lord-Lieutenants to wcourage tire practical advantage. Upon 5 the whole, I 
purposes of that act, and notwithstanding cun discover nothing in the plan to induce ( 
all tire recommendation it received from me to give my consent to defer the present 
them, notwithstanding the spirit and dis- measure* Now, Sir, much has b*te4 said 
position of themagistrates in every part of by the right hon. gent, on the fiuof, 
the kingdom to give it all the aid and ad- Windham) and by those who eo-operate 
vancement in their power, Over since the with trim, respecting the spontaneous zeal 
month of Nov. last, the inconveniences which has been manifested by the country* 
resulting from it, have by far exceeded the so much to its honour, and, 1 trust, as 
advantages,; although, previous to that much to its advantage. Sir; my noble 
period, the benefit derived to the country friend has well explained what our seuti- 
from its operation, out-balauced consi- oteuts on that subject are. He has said, 
durably its disadvantages, which, I admit, add truly said, that the zeal of the country 
were neither few nor unimportant. It was *'as a voluntary aid afforded to the govt, 
not originally a measure pf choice withdrii at a critical period ; and that the only me- 
majesty’s govt, but it was forced on them rit that govt, claimed, was that of having 
by the peculiar circumstances of the email- given a beneficial direction to a great pub- 
try. The immense number of volunteers, lie principle. The zeal of the country, I 
amounting to no less than 400,000 men; confess, has amply conferred on ministers 
the *200,000 that were drawn from your the means of providing for our domestic 
population for recruiting of the army and defence; But Was it that span anepus zeal, 
navy, rendered it an act of necessity—-of which enabled govt, to hold in blockade 
u rgent, inevitable necessity, and such a mea- every one of the eneitiy's ports, from the 
sure as neverwould be resorted to but under Tetfel to the Adriatic ? Was it thatspon- 
the pres^re of that necessity. I shall not taneous zeal. Which enabled the executive 
attempt to follow the right hon. gent, abo\*e govt, to effect greater conquests within the 
me ( Mr. Pitt) through all the details of ! first six months of the war, than have been 
the complicated plan he has opened to you, atchieved in almost the same number of 
but I have one great, and to my mind, de* campains in former wars ? That ?eal I will 
cisive objection to offer to it, and that is, acknowledge, and acknowledge with grutu 
that it tends to the creation of a great and tude, has given us that description of force, 
permanent military establishment. Sir, which that right hon. gent, holds cheap, 
l for one, will never give my consent for the hearts? and hands of 400,000 volun- 
placing a great portion of the community teers; but, at the same time, I will take 
under the control and inspection of offi- the liberty to say, that zeal has not given 
cers, who, however individually respect^- us all the means that ha\e been sosuccess- 
ble, should not be vested with the potoer ? fully applied in ma ntaining the honour 
and the opportunity of continually teasing [ and the interests of the empire. The 
and soliciting the persons under their con- right hon.; gent, baa often dwelt on the ne- 
trol, to engage for general service. There J cessity Of promoting tuc recruiting ser- 
were also other causes which lately Im- vide* But does be, can he suppose that 
peded the recruiting service. The rime to be:accomplished by one mode only? 
was happily unfavourable to it; I say bap** ( Would he have been satisfied with the re- 
pily, because the cheapness of provisions shit of the means suggested by that f 1 aid 
removed that necessity to seek for sub- persuaded he would not. The right hbn, 
sistence, that the tower clashed 6? society gept^ well khoX^ ihiit it requires various 
always experience in time t>( scarcity, atidj •. 3 ra^$htes' tb the population of 

the 200,000 men that were emitted tntb;' a change in its 

the army and navy, left scarcely & dis- habits; thitt the means which have bee$ 
poseable person al the Cpwntiy.. As to successful at one time, may cease to ope* 
that part of ebepteti whklf pftippses ifte ra<e !i> the same way $ arid; therefore, that 
connecting of 1 ;; bf h^mity^iffferent ;meaps ’'must, , bey rtf* : 

counties, although § always speak witTb ifif- sorted to/ At present, this . country ppa* 
ffdence oil military matters, yet s^ses:a greater military force thm »ioy in 

obliged* to dissent fftwn it,- thaworld, and mach greater, happy 

firiehtiy takir% ihib ■ I ttr Say,": tmo the enemy - war to 

rieties of character of the different manu-i apprehend from, can oppose to us. That 
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force, u#ypr h$ve exited to the ex¬ 
tent tfyat it does, if it wm not diversified. 
The army of reserve act has operated a 
sufficient. length of time, no present ad- 
Tentages result from it, and I there/ore 
think it would be judicious to try what 
the temporary suspension of it may do* 
towards increasing the dispose able force of 
the country, , t 

Mr. IVmd/tam explained, by declaring, 
that he had never applied the ridiculous 
expressions attributed to him, nor any 
thing like them. 

Mr. Cannings I shall not detain the 
bouse by discussing the merits of the ques¬ 
tion at this late hour; but, Sir, the speech 
of the right hon t gent, who has just sat 
down, has so altered the ground on which 
the house is going to vote, or rather has 
so completely disclosed what ministers stu¬ 
diously couoenleri, that I cannot foiego 
the opportunity of exposing the real ob¬ 
jection of that right lion. gent, to the plan 
suggested by my right bon. friend (Mr, 
Pitt) The colleagues of that right bon, 
gent, have admitted that there were some 
things in the plan of my light lion, friend 
worthy of consideration, and said they* 
might be fit subjects to be adopted at 
some future time; but the right lion, gent, 
is quite at variance with his colleagues, 
and sees nothing in the plan but the great¬ 
est mischief. He wishes to throw every 
odium and obloquy upon it, and to endea¬ 
vour to convince the people of England, 
that its object is to raise a regular, force by 
ballot for foreign service, contrary to the 
manner in which it has been commented 
upon by every candid man, contrary to 
"the manner in which it ha$ been com¬ 
mented upon by his own colleagues, by 
the whole house. He would represent it 
as a plan hostile to the constitution, arbi¬ 
trary iq its principles, and in its operation 
oppressive to ttye people. And mark, Sir, 
by what candid and delicate traits he at¬ 
tempts to give it this colouring, and main- 
.tain this construction. He says, tfie act 
will expose men raised by ballot, to be 
importuned to engage in foreign servlcp. 
The right bpo. genu ne who has ju$t pro^ 
posed a bill, to enable die militia pf Ijr^i 
land to,extend their service beyond the 
terms upon" which they were raised, apd 
contrary to the original mature of *belr 
,establishment now comes forward 
airmans the proposition of my right hon* 
jfodqud. as an unconstitutional mode of 
dm reguW force a modijica- 
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tion of the army,of reserve. Surely, after 
advising the extension of the service ot 
the Irish militia, it is inconsistent for the 
right hon. gent, to condemn the plan oi 
f my right hon* friend, and to say in limine, 
that it is a plan U> raise men upon unjust 
pretences. I a&k. Sir, if tins be decent ? 

1 ask if it be not a gross misconstruction 
of my right hon. friend's plan ? The col¬ 
leagues of the right hon. gent, have not 
said so. They say the plan is worthy oi 
consideration, but that this is not the pro¬ 
per time, Nay, my noble friend (Lord 
Castlereogb) says he hopes the time will 
conic when he can approve its adoption ; 
and the reason lie assigns is, because he 
wishes to have two strings to his bow, and 
I hope the tune will come when the noble 
Lord will realize his wishes. My light 
hon. friend says, he wishes to take the 
skeleton of the army of reserve bill, to 
give it body and substance, and to i»fon* 
into it life and soul: but the Sec, at Wur 
says, “ no; bring forward your measmnq 
we do not want to undermine your plan, 
vc only mean to take away the foundation 
from it.” But the right hon, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer differs from them 
both. lie dislikes the whole, whether as 
a present or a future measure, on the 
ground that it is hostile to the constitu¬ 
tion, and adverse to tin 1 liberties of the 
people. Those who vote for the question 
must be convinced that tlie plan of my 
right hon. friend is bad, and that it iv 
therefore necessary to liuny the busline 
through the house, in older that the; 
may take away the foundation which mv 
right hon. friend snys is essential to Ins 
plan, and without whidh he cannot bring 
it forward. But it is not merely of want 
of candour I have a right to complain. 
It is inconsistent, surely, in mimsteia to 
praise the army of reserve bill at the very 
time they wish to destroy it. The»r con* 
duct, in Uus respect, reminds me of the 
story of the goose* that laid, the golden 
eggs. A foolish boy wus advised to kill 
the bird, hoping to get a quicker and 
supply of the eggs than usual. So 
fydtb the bill. It is praised as having beei* 

| prod native,, and tbia is the only reason as- 
i si gned for wishing to dcssfcrpy it. 
j *Mr. Bastard spoke against the amend - 
inept. His,only objection to the bill was, 
th$t it did HQt go far enough 5 that instead 
of only suspending, it did pot repeal the 
i arm wer*c net,entirely. There were 
romp ijpasaos for, gutting rid of it, which 





argued much more powerfully than the &ne»mt of ^genti epphsfcd tht bill dpotfldlil 
most persuasive eloquence could do for ground* cud another set opposed it Ujtt& 
its continuance. lie had •seep fathers and another;* Surely; thereis PO ddium ^br 
mothers* nay, whole families* in the great- obloquy id this observation*- Men leaf 
est agony and distress to procure a substi- *airly oppose the same measure from dill 
fute for a child, or other near relative, fereut motives; aud surely to say so, does 
drawn for the army of reserve. It was a not insinuate any thing unreasonable in 
measure only to be resorted to.in case of their conduct^ or imply cencfinfr 
necessity; but no necessity now existed in right bon. friend says, he consi<fer$ 'jlMf 
a degree commensurate with the misery army of reserve as a harsh measure, 
which the measure induced. Instead of he would riot look to as permanent, <nrid 
being afraid of invasion, it was the anx- therefore would resort to it only in a eas$ 
ious wish of the people that the enemy of necessity, and that he would not exV 
should come, because they were confident pdse men to be importuned to enlist itt 
of success. For his own part, if a greater the regular army, a situation in which 
force were necessary, he would rather in- they were placed in the army of reseri^i 
crease the navy than the army; and he But this was far from saying, as my right 
was sure the horn gent. (Mr. Fox), from hon. friend is charged, that the right hbn. 
his constitutional principles, and the jea- gent. (Mr. Pitt) wanted to raise a regular 
lousy which he consequently entertained army by ballot. I shall now, Sir, say a 
of a standing army, must be of the same few words upon some' observations that 
opinion.—The question was now loudly have been made in the course of the 
called for from every part of the house. night. It has been said that ministers, 
Mr. I, II. Browne endeavoured to vin- by admitting the zeal of the country, pre¬ 
dicate, at length, the Chancellor of the nounce their own condemnation. If the 
Exchequer, but was so much interrupted right hon. gent, and his friends should 
by the impatience of the house in calling come into office, I fancy they w r ouId not 
for the question! 1 that we could not collect have much of,that sort of condemnation; 
the drift of his argument,—The question I should rather think they would have a 
was again called for with much vehemence, tolerably large share of acquittal. A right 
on which , hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) says, he will 

The Attorney General rose, and spoke not dwell long upon the subject, as/hje 
to the following effect;—Sir; the pain does not wish to deface the impression'of 
that I feel in intruding myself upon an the beautiful variety of our arguments, 
unwilling audience, can only be equalled and that we are reeling to and fro like 
by the paiu 1 feel now, and should*feel 1 drunken men; but if he is constantly fol- 
wlien I lay down my head, if I were to lowing us in* all these reelings, if* he is 
suffer the most unjqst, the most unchari- constantly opposing every proposition that 
table misinterpretation of my right hon. comes from ministers, 1 should be glad to 
friend’s speech to pass without notice, know how he can be consistent, how he 
Had my right hon. friend used any ex- can avoid a participation in that beautiful 
pression that could have borne such a variety for which he gives them credit ? 
construction, instead of rising with eager* If opposition to every measure of ministers 
ness, with vehemence, if the right hon. be consistency, I will allow the right hon. 
gent, has any recollection of former! ha- gent, is as consistent as it is possible for 
bits and connexions, if ever he called him man to be. 

friend, he must have known that mv .right Mr. Canning .—I rise* for the express 
hon. friend could not have intended to purpose of saying, that I understood this 
use the expression iu such a sense, and lie words of the right hon. gent, to convey & 
ought in candour, in justice, uud in fair- , direct censure upori^ tny ,right hon. friend. * 
ness, to have given him an opportunity to The ChmeeUor of the Exchequer.—*I rise 
explain, instead of taking him up with so to say, that there Was nothing in nif* 
much precipitancy, and pronouncing such thoughts, nor in what T said, to warrant 
a hasty and positive - censure.* But I did such an interpretation. 4 ^ , 

not understand my right hon. friend to m 3ir x Jvkn Wrotfcsfay.-~lf I understand 
have used any expression that could have the English language, I must say that the 
borne the interpretation which the right construction is a lair one. But, ^ir, I 
hon. gent has .been pleased to give ofhis will riot rely on my own opinion. T ap- 
speech. My right hoh;; friend said % that peal to the house, whether the right hon* 
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i Exchequer,™ his 

( ir _ fc* a*foeavourh% to Ibrow s ^cfy 
the plan proposed ^ tfe« 
* ngbthou. gent, under tin# gtitleiy'(Mr. 

/ appeal to the home, whether-*-—# 
i^TTAe Speaker .— I have ml way e under* 
stood, that when anhon. member disa- 
W$M& sentiments imputed to him, it is not 
customary, to renew the imputation/ 

Sir Jo/m Wrottetky resume<eh He said* 
be conceived himself perfectly in order in 
mentioning what he did* as the right hon. 
{rent, had certainly said that the measure 
waa arbitrary* unconstitutional, and tended 
^••dragoon men into the army. There 
might be a beautiful variety hi the system 
of ministers, bytthere was something dis- 
guning in their arguments. The right hon. 
g$nt# (Mr* Addington) had used the army 
of.reserve act* he h«d used the right 
febft. gout. (Mr. Pitt)* he had used it as a 
boat to carry him sale over* and then de¬ 
serted it* * 

>, Sir JfL Buxton forcibly described the 
eyilS'Of the army of reserve act in its ope- 
nation, and supported the motion. 

V Lord De Blaquierc rose amidst a loud 
clamour for the question. He said, if 
gent, were not disposed to hear him, he 
had better not speak: but that he should 
have difficulty to bring himself to believe, 
that at a crisis like the present, when every 
thing that was dear to man was at stake, 
there should be any member hi that house 
who was not willing to sacrifice another 
bptf hoar of his rest to the furtherance of 
t)ie urgent business which was before them 
If, said he, by any exertions or labour of 
tmno» I shall add a single hie of mus¬ 
keteers to the army appointed to defend 
uSj f shall think myself more than paid 
for all the trouble f have bad*—/But first, 
his lordship begged leave, in one short 
word, to animadvert upon what the King's 
Chancellor of die Exchequer had said on 
tiie speech delivered so many months hgn 
by his hon. friend (Mr. Windham.) He 
{jun# de Bkquiere) was in the house, 
and treacherous as his memory at his time 
dll Kfe' might'be supposed, it would/toot, 
be trusted, desert him upon this occasion. 
Ha had tie most perfect recollection of 
what passed, mid that nothing of what 
had ba^j impufod to ids tight bon. friend, 

. had ever been ntuwcrf frOkh hVTips? h^ 
undertook most distinctly to assert. That 
his right hOn. fritetid had reprobated the 
v ; qSfMte witty cwhMvr the ‘ militia mtittft' ’bad 
been arranged and conducted- by the mfc 

fI* 


nilters of \hc WWft, he to the fullest ex¬ 
tent admitted; but that any thing like a 
sentiment easting directly or obliquely 
any reflection tipon the body of the mill* 
thofthe kingdom, he did most explicitly 
and unequivocally deny . Gent* he $$id f 
ought maturely to weigh such charges, 
even when taken up at the moment, be¬ 
fore these accusations were made; but 
under all the circumstances, lapse of time, 
party spirit, and other aggravations com¬ 
bined, he bad no hesitation to say and to 
assert, and he appealed to the house and 
to the chair, that the charge was not only 
unfounded and indecorous, but unparlia¬ 
mentary.—He meant to oppose the bill, 
add upon these grounds. His Majesty's 
Sec. of State had observed, that the use 
of the army of reserve had gone by, they 
could get no more men: if so, if this was 
the fact, wherefore the necessity of bring¬ 
ing in this bill ? The army of reserve could 
get no more men, consequen t could not 
create the competition complained of,— 
To raise men for the disposeable force of 
the country, and which plan would soon¬ 
est and best effect that purpose, was the 
point at issue. By the statement of the 
right hon. Sec. it appeared, that sooner 
than 6‘ months not a single company of 
these new levies could be called into ser¬ 
vice. Was this the case with the plan 
suggested by the right hon. member (Mr. 
Pitt) ? Was there a man in the house who 
would believe, that With the sense, spirit, 
and "exertions of that right hon. gent, he 
would require even half that time for the 
purpose? The plan of the right hon. mem¬ 
ber (Mr. Pitt) was simple, expedient, and 
practicable. It required not his tran- 
scendant eloquence to enforce it. Some¬ 
thing very like a majority of that house 
were already impressed with a due sense 
of its merits f many days could not pass 
without its being brought into effect. But, 
said the nobte Lord, what I eoutend for 
is, that by the measure proposed you will 
not only fail iti raising men for an aug¬ 
mentation to the regular army, but you 
will cripple that army, so as to make it far 
' equal to those great exertions irr your 
defence, winch at this moment you are so 
justly entitled to depend Upon. Will you 
expect these* 1 levies are to be made under 
the present ifrrmi ? Wit! it be possible to 
suppose that; Offices will gct men, without 
giving money to the ? & it ffot a 

mockery upon the Urud£f$ttrndings of 
to it ? *la ft not 4 holding out a, 
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premium to the gallant soldier to disobey 
the orders under which he acts, when you 
tell him, he shall not obtain hi? rank* 
unless he get? his men, which we all know 
are not to be gpt without high bounties* 
and acting in the $eeth of those orders 
which tell him he shall give nonei Tlikt 
he shall not got a $tep in his profes&km,. 
unless he violates those principles which 
have met the fullest reprobation of both 
sides of this house, and to the withstand¬ 
ing of which is not hi the withstanding of 
human nature? You will, therefore, under 
the system stated, get no men. Rut this 
is not the worst. Have hon. gent* consi¬ 
dered, that under the terms stated by the 
right hon. Sec. more than 4QQ officers of 
the line are to be taken out of the line, 
and locked up in villages, as recruiting 
serjeants, for the next 6‘ months to come ? 
Four hundred officers, the best iu your 
service, for the best they will be; the il¬ 
lustrious person at the head of opr army, 
vith the constant care and attention he 
has ever shewn to its welfare and disci¬ 
pline, will suffer none but the most expe¬ 
rienced and deserving to avail themselves 
of the advantage, consequently upwards 
of 400 of the very best of the officers of 
your army are to be taken out of it, at the 
moment, perhaps, of all others, when their 
services could least be spared; and that 
for a pel sod of 6 months it is not left in 
the power of the crown, under the condi¬ 
tions proposed, to supply the vacancies. 
Sir, this I look upon to be fatal to the 
scheme proposed, were there nothiug else 
objectionable in it ; but I will enlarge no i 
farther.—Another word, said Lord d« B,’j 
and 1 have done. From every earner of 
the house, listing for a term of years is 
pressed by every gent, who has spoken 
upon the subject. We, the only country 
in Europe who resist the policy—we, who 
Boast of our freedom, will be served by 
nothing but slaves. Shew me the taw, he 
desired, which compelled the practice, 
lie believe4 there was none; and as fo its 
practicability, he begged the house to in- 
dulge him in the recital of the, few remain¬ 
ing words he had to say. In the year 
1 / 60 , his Majesty’s 17th regiment of dra¬ 
goons was raised. He was appointed a 
held officer to iti and oh his shoulders was 
principally lain the levy of regiment 
It was raised in London, and banog re¬ 
ceived from the Sec. at War, to w|uni he 
applied, no order to the contrary* fee 
listed ail the men For 3 years. In |7$3, 


beingiwith thern*gim®at jh Scotland^lfe 
re-inlisted them aft again, mtfa very fej# 
exceptions, and at . $madl bounties 
for $; years more; and in the year 1768 * 
he re^mlisted them iu the same manner 
again for 7 yea*-® more. The regiment 
was then sent to America, and he believed 
it to be perfectly well known, that no re*- 
giment iu his Majesty's service was #ver 
more distinguished for gallantry (mdi&tyl* 
duct*than the 17th dragoons. The house 
would make the application; it was 
late to say mane. He was thankful lot 
the attention it had condescended to 
him. He should of course vote for th# 
amendment- * ^ 

Mr. Jarvis defended the conduct of mi* 
nisters. He gave the credit of the spun* 
taneous ze&l of the countiy, in a consi- 
derable degree, to , ministers, who bad 
shewn such wisdom, moderation, and love 
of the constitution, as to conciliate tfcd 
affections of the country, which he was 
confident were in unison with their feelings’ 
and intentions. '■ 

Sir Robert William requested to know^ 
whether the pl&U proposed would tend to 
relieve parishes from the heavy burden of 
the army of reserve. * .•'»<* 

Mr. Pitt said, h$ bad been satnud* 
misunderstood by ^yerai gent# and part*? 
cularly by, the Wraed gent. near tym 
(Mr. Jarvis), that he hoped the bouse 
would permit him very shortly to explain 
one or two points. It seemCcL to be tin* 
derstood by some gent, that be meant to 
adopt the plan of the army of reserve, 
without any mitigation of its present hard¬ 
ships. He must have very much iailed in 
expressing bis craning if he did not die* 
tiuctly state, that it was one of his objects 
to mitigate the hardships of that bill, both 
as it related to individuals and to* pa¬ 
rishes; that instead of a ballot, which 
would compel a man either to serve 
person, or to pay a large bounty, that the 
ballot shofrld be so distributed* that the 
person drawn might be excused from serv* 
ing, on paying a small line, which was m 
be laid out in giving bounties for general 
recruiting; or it the person did choose to 
serve, that be should receive lubounty ipi 
it. The durance between him and Ids 
Majesty's ministers was this: he wished t* 
establish* a permanent measure* W&Mh 
Should be less severe in its operatiod than 
the army of reserve bill, while they wished 
to renew it on a future occasion, without 
any mitigation whatever.—* After a few 
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trords from Mr. 8 pc. Yorfc6) the Holism 
divided, when there appeared, 1 

% Fbr Mr. Pitt's motion - 209 
Against it - * * 240 

t<»i * ua “ 

j Majority - 3 7 


* L*it 

ABitfn, Thoma* 
AMome, W L*e 
Adair, Rote « 

Adams* W. 

Dtttaftl, W. 

Bmiey, George 
Sa^ca, Weary 

Sntie t General 
Barela), George 
Barhaitt, Foster 
Bootle, Wilbrahara 
®*xae, Snow don 
Ifonndl ng, C. 
Berkeley, Admiral 
Dwuti, H*ek*M<e 
Iffpsferd, LordC. 

Bcreslord* J 
jWoke, Lord 
%4ig, George 
Beat, Serjeant 
BUy* ere. Lord De 
Aouyene, Hon t. 
Bradshaw, R H 

BSgh, Thomas 

Burroughs, Wm. 
BaulajV Sir Robert 
ftoyttjc, Stuiges 
Brodle, T. 

Brute, r. C. 

Cooke, Bryan 
Creercy, F. 
Cqrurtenay , John 
Canning, George 
Cltriwright, W. R. 
Cowjmr, Hon. L. 
CaulteW, Hon* H. 
Craulusd, Cji. 
Chapman, C 
Codnngton, C* 
CaJcraft, John 
Cavendish, Lord G. 
Caacnd^h, W. 
Cattery, Lord 
Coke, Tdwtrd 
Combe, Hnrvey 
Dairy mple, Sir H. 
Dennison, J, 
Dickenson, W, sen. 
Dlekcnson, W jun, 

Cluprd, J. 

Dwkfc R. 

Dtmdai, Right Hon 
Dundas, Hon C. 
Banda** Hon. L. 

Dundas, Hon. G* 
Duadtt, Philip 
Dent, John 
DlUoU, Hon. H. A. 
Sifted, Sir Wm. 
m*> C R. 

Button, Earl of 
Hon. W* 


of the Min&nty. 

Eliot, W< 

Everett, T. 

Ferguson, J*me* 
Fitzhairis, Lord 
Foster, John 
Fox, Hon C. J. 

Foljambe, F. f. 

Francis, Philip 
Fitxpiirick, Genital 
Fitzhugh, Wm 
Folkestone, Lotd 
Gnham, Cab 
Graham, Sir J 
Gregor, Francn 
Gunning, G W. 

Garland, G. 

Gowey, Lord G Lo 
GicnviUe, Right Hon, T# 
Grenfell, Pafccoe 
Hammet, John 
Hill, W 

Hamilton, Lord A. 
Henderson, A 
Hippesley, Sir J. 

Hard »m an, E. 
Harrison,*). 

Heathcote, Sir W. 

Hulked I 
Hopd, Alex 
Hutchinson, Hon. C. 
Hughes, W.L. 

[«tfcry» J* 


W, 


ickyii, j; 
lolirFe, Hylton 
’Johnstone, George 
Kmnaird, Hon. C. 
Kensington Lord 
Kirkwall, Vise. 
Lascelles, E. 

Lasts lies, If. 

Leigh, R. H. 

Lenox, Gen. 

Long, Rt. Hon Charles 
X attache, P. 

Latoiiche, John 
Louvame, Lord 
Lowther, John 
Lowther, fames 
I/mgton, Gore 
Laurence, Dr. 

Lawley, Sir R. 

Lamb ton, R. John 
Leland, General 
Macdowal, A. 

Manning, W. 

Milbank, Sir R. 
Mostyn, Sir l. 
Marsham, Lord m 
Mildmay, Sit U. 
Morpeth, Lord. 
Ataddockt, W* A. 
Milner, Sir William 
Moriand, W. 


Mackenzie, Gen. A. 
Manners, John 
Montgomery, J. 
Moore, Peter 
MOore, G P. 
Moody, E. M. 
Newport, Sir John 
North, Dudley 
Norton, C 

Osborne, John # 
OssuLtone, Lord 
Ord, William 
Pelham, Hon. C. 
Poyntr, W. 

Peel, Sir R. 

Pt Ml, J 
Penn, R, 

Petty, Lotd H, 
Pierse, Henry 
Pitt, Right Hon. W. 

: Porthester, Lord 
Poitnun, E B- 
Praed, W 
Preston, Su R. 
Phipps, Hon, L. 

PI timer, Wm. 
Pytches, J 
Popham, Sir 11. 
Rothloid, G, 

Ryder, Hon. R 
Russell, Lord Wm 
Rookc, General 
Rose, Rt. Hon G. 
Rose, George H 
Rutherford, G. 
Scott, Claude 
Scott, $ * 

Svott, Jos. 

Sinclair, Mr John 
Sioane, H. 


Sntyd, N» 

Shakespeare, Arthur 
Smith, S. 

Smifh, G. 

Smith, John 
Smith? Wm, 

Spencer, Lord R. 

St John, St Apd 
Stanhope, Spencer 
Smith, Asheton 
Somerset, I ord E„ 
Stanley, I ord 
Stewart, Sir J line* 
leini U, l arl 
Thatiifon, H. 

1 horntm, i> 

1 homton, Robert 
Turner, Ldm 
Thelhiison, P I. 
Tarleton, Gen nl 
Townshcnd 1 ord J 
Vilhei , Hon J C. 

Ward, Robert 
Ward, Hon. J W. 
Whitbread, S 
Wtlberforce, Wm 
Wyte, M. 

U alpole, G, 

Wiliums, S>r R 
Windham, Right Ho .W 
Wynne, Sir W W. 

W jnnt, C VV. 
Wioitcslcy, Sir J* 
Wigram, R 
Wcsfrn, C C 
Whaiton John 
Winning ton. Sir L. 
Wood, Geoigc 
\oung, Sir Wm 


iiousi or Lou ds. 


J Huntley, April 26. 


The several bills before the house were 
forwarded in their itspccuvc* stages. 
Among these, the Irish 1 men Manufac¬ 
turers' bill was read a third turn, and 
passed, and a message Sent to acquaint the 
Commons the re of— Hie Kail of Aylesbuiy, 
And Lords Clive and Seaforth were sworn, 
and took l heir scats.—Certain Accounts 
from the Last India Directors laid annually 
before parliament, were presented by Mr. 
Owen, and ordered to lie on the table.— 
Some private business was then disposed of, 
after which their lordships adjourned till 
to-morrow. 


IiqUSE OF fJOMMONS. 

Thursday, Apnl 26 . 

[MlNfXTE* ]—*The house met at four 
o'clock, and proceeded to ballot for a com¬ 
mittee to try the right of election m the 
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keard, when the following names were re* 
turned as appearing oft til© reduced list 
It. Gervas Ker, Esq. Js. Martin Lloyd, 
Es.j, Joseph II. Strutt, Esq. H. Juddrell, 
Esq. John Princep, Esq. Sir Rob. Barclay, 
Bart. Right Hon. W. Windham, Lord Vis. 
Lofius. M. Russell, Esq. Sir Mat. Bloxam, 
}K>n. C. Kiiuiaird, C. M. Ormsby, E$q. 
Rob. Holt Leigh, Esq.—Nominees, Hon. 
C. J. Fox, and Wm. Sturges Bourne, Esq. 
—Mr. Irving, from the office of the In¬ 
spector-General of the Customs, presented 
« an Account of the Duties received on 
the export of Linens from G. Britain since 
the commencement thereof; together with 
the amount of Bounties paid thereon 
also, “ an Account of the quantity of wine 
imported into, and exported from, G. Bri¬ 
tain in 5 years, ending 5th Jan. 18<H; 
distinguishing each year, and how much 
remaiued under bond on the 5th Jan* in 
each vearand also, “ airAccount of the 
quantity of Raw Sugar imported into, and 
of raw and relined sugar exported irom, G 
Britain in 3 years, ending 5th Jan. 180^,and 
of the duties paid, and drawbacks and boun¬ 
ties received thereon/' Ordered, that the 
said accounts do lie upon the table.^'Ir 
Owen, from the Directors of the E. India 
Comp, presented a paper, iutitled, u Re¬ 
turn to the act of the 33d of his present 
Majesty, cap. 52. sec. 126’, requiring cer¬ 
tain accounts of the revenues, charges. 
&c. of the E. India Comp, to be laid before 
both houses of parliament.**—Mr. Owen 
also presented, “An Account of the dates 
of all dispatches transmitted by the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors ot 
the E. India Comp, to the several Presi¬ 
dencies in India, relative to his Majesty's 
message to parliament ot the 8th of March; 
1803; and to the rupture with France, 
together with an account of the receipt of 
those dispatches in India; and also, an 
account of the dates of dispatches sent by 
the Court of Directors of the E. India Com 
•or the Secret Committee of the same, to the 
island of St. Helena, with reference to his 
Majesty's message to parliament of the 8th 
March. 1803, and also to the rupture with 
France, together with the dates at which the 
same were respe ctively^ecei vedOrdered 
to lie upon the to be printed. 

On the motion of tbtd W. Russell, r the 
house went into a Committee on the Sta 
tute Duty Bill. When the hou^e resigned 
the report was brought up, and the bill 
ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 
• —The House went into a Committee oh 
Vul, II. : 



the 

were agreed to j emondiuent ; 

report was received, when the house r©* 
sumed, and the Bill was read a third time 
and passed.—Mr. Vausittarf presented, 
an Account of the amount of the Exche¬ 
quer Bills outstanding ,on the 18th April 
in the years 1798-9* 1800, 1* 2, 3s And 
4.;” also, “ an Account of the amount^t 
the Exchequer Bills iq the hands of *4he 
Bank oh the 18tb April in the 
years.” Ordered to lie upon the tifelfe 
and to be printed.—The Clergy Qr4©J£&% 
Bill was r»*ad a 3d time, passed, and blM 
dered to be sent to the Lords.—The MdW 
tia Adjutants* and Militia Officers' Bill 
were read a second time, and committed* ■* 
[Poor of Irecakp.]—S ir JoH N<Wh 
port rose to make his promised rootion re- 
specting the situation, ot the poor of Jr©-* 
laud. Twenty-eight of the 32 counties of 
Ireland had not yet sent in the returns <)!£* 
glared by the house, of the monies levied, 
in that country. The established system? 
of the poor laws was, he said, so inter*, 
woven with ihe law of the country,-that 
perhaps it might be unnecessary to make/ 
any observations upon it j but in Iceland*, 
where there were no laws for the support,' 
of the poor, and legislation had never iis^ 
terfered about them, farther than to punish; 
vagrants, it would be now necessary to,, 
consider what legislative provision ought to* 
be made in Ireland, for the employuig4h» 
poor, supporting the aged and infirm, and 
the maintenance of orphans and found-* 
lings. He should not himself propose at 
present any specific plan; but concluded 
by moving, “That a committee be appbtttt* 
ed to revise the laws nows existing in Ire- 
land with respect to the maintenance o£ 
the poor, and that the said committee< 
should report their opinion and observe-.; 
tions, thereupon to the House/' This 
tion was carried without opposition, and**? 
select committee appointed for the purpose. 

[Armv or Reserve SuspE»8rpu Bu.t.;l 

-The hods© resolved itself intO a commit*, 
tee on the army bfreserve suspemtoftbilL 
Mr. Secretary stated, that itwa# 
fit that soind j^soriable finf should be 
levied on t^;^ii}p|fea whichwered “ 
cient in their quotas***^ 

to the tribunal to* 

he .th#^ . 

ft ad© under wastoqo^st| 

deputy 
■ the ’ 

X ’ •• ■ , iV *'' 
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tight lion, sea'ctury explained minutely Lite 
various other provision# of the bill* It 
was then read inthe committee, and seve¬ 
red amendments were made* The house 
having resumed, the report was brought 
up aud ordered to be received to-morrow. 

HOUSE OF LOBDS. 

Friday, April 27 • 

Counsel* were heai;d in continuation re¬ 
lative to the Scotch Appeal James Hunter, 
Esq, v. the Earl of Kninoul, and others, 
vis. Mr. Adam, at considerable length, as 
leading counsel for the respondents. The 
farther hearing of the case was adjourned 
till Wednesday next,—The Earl of Peter¬ 
borough was sworn and took his seat.— 
The Eight Millions Exchequer Hi lb Bill, 
( the Million and a Half Exchequer Bills 
Bill, the rri|h Militia Bill, English Militia 
Bill, Militia Pay Bill, Militia Adjutants’ 
Bill, Militia Officers’ Bill, Newfoundland 
Ships’ Bill, aud three private Bills, weft 
brought up irora the Commons, and read a 
4rfl| time.—The b»Ib on the table were 
forwarded m their respective Mages; after 
which, the house adjourned till Monday. 

■: aaaaaaggy ^ers -s sar v 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


I the Company of London linkers. Ordered 
to lie on the uble. -Mr. Corry having 
moved that the order of the day be read 
for a committee of the whole house on the 
Irish Revenue Regulation Bill, moved the 
postponement of the said committee till 
this day se'imight, which was agreed to 
accordingly.—A message was received from 
the Lords, announcing their concurrence 
with the Irish Linen Manufacture Regula¬ 
tion Bill, and also to live private bills. 

[VoLVNTKEH CONSOLIDATION BlLL.] 
—The Secretary at War moved, that the 
amendments made by the Lords iu the Vo¬ 
lunteer Consolidation bill be taken into 
consideration. Upon which, 

The Speaker reminded the house, that 
the course here, wan to follow the prece¬ 
dent of the year 1757, and the whole mat¬ 
ter would afterwards come belore the 
house for its consideration. 

Mr. Whitbread considered tins as a mat¬ 
ter likely to involve points essentially con¬ 
nected with the privileges of the Com¬ 
mons, lor which reason he thought that 
tin* report ought to he printed. Tins pro¬ 
duced some conversation between Mr. 
Whitbread and the Secretary at War. 
j The Speaker observed, it was important 
! that the house should come to a right un- 


Frida y, April 27 * * * dm standing, as to the principle which 

[Minutes.]— Mr. Johnson, from the should regulate its future proceedings on 
office ot the Chief Secretary of Iieland, tins bill, lie took it to be dear, that the 
presented, u Returns of the number of bal- rule of rejf cling a bill in roto, was only on 
lotted men seivmg in the Mihua tor the account of amendments made hy the Lords 
Counties ot Carlow, Longford, North in a bill Of Supply: where a bill was in the 
Down, South Down, and Watertord, being nature of enacting penalties, or the like, it 
", the only corps, which, on the embodvmg ot was the custom ot the House to disagree 
the Militia in Ireland, received ballottetT to the amendments made by the Lords, 
men/' Ordered to lie upon the table,— touching these points, but not to reject 
On the motion of Mr, Vuusittart, the 8 the bill m toto, on account ol such amend- 
Millions Exchequer Bills’ bill, the 1 Million menu, unless it was a bill of supply.—Altei 
and a half Exchequer Bill'll bill, and the some further conversation between Mi. 
Militia Pay Bill, were read a time and Secretary Yorke, Mr. Whitbread, and Mr. 
passed.—Mr* Vanutiart moved, ** That Curweu, the report was ordered for further 
there be laid before the house* uft account consideration ouMonday, and to be printed, 
of the application of 500,0001. granted for [laisu Accounts.]— Mr. Faster rose 
the service of Ireland, for ysaar 1803/* to complain, that certain papers, for which 
, Ordered.—The Militia Adjutants* bill, and hu bad some time since moved, respecting 
the Irish Militia Pay bill were read a 3d the public accounts of Ireland, and the 
itftte and passed*—Mr. Corry presented u making out of which could not cause any 
p^j^a forjeaye to bring in a bill to ena- delay, had not ypt been returned. He 
r blHhe Arclihfehop of Dublin to sell the did not wish to mhk© any motion upon the 
official jgitgee t6 gOv^ fur the purpose <rf subject ; hut if they should not be forth- 
makii|^$irracbs. JAfM# was accordingly coming in a very few days, he must be 
imd a committee appointed to pfb* under t|io necessity of moving some uiea- 
in a bill embttuMy to the sure to enforce the orders. 
A r un,^s,r J. Anderson brought up Mr. Corry answered, that some papers 
flKbvri of the committee appointed to had arrived from Ireland this day, which 
consideration the petition from he did intend to have presented. He 
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could not now accurately state, what those 
papers were, or whether any of those 
alluded to by the right hon. gent were 
amongst the number. They would be laid 
before tbfc house on monday; and he ven¬ 
tured to say* at all events, he should be 
enabled satisfactorily to account for the 
delay complained of, 

[AlARiN£8;]-r-Admiral Berheky said, 
he hat} attended the house almost daily 
for some time, in hopes of seeing some of 
the Lords of the Admiralty in their places 
in the house, to obtain an, answer to a 
question he wished to ask relative to a 
paper which had some time since been laid 
before the house, but lie had uot seen one 
of them. He now saw one of his Majes¬ 
ty’s ministers, who might, perhaps, be prer 
pared to answer the question. He wished 
to know, whether the 15,000 marines were 
to be considered as over and above the 
$4,000 seamen that had been returned ? If 
ministers were prepared for this question, 
he hoped some of the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty would come down to answer it. 

Mr. Tierney expressed his readiness to 
satisfy the hon, admiral. The 15,000 he 
could assure the gent, were exclusive oi 
the other. The one is stated, the right 
hon. gent, added, from the navy office, and 
the other from the weekly returns ; but 
the two are to be added, making in all 
about 100,000. 

[Hanoverian Troops.] — Mr. Fox 
rose, in pursuance of a notice he bad 
given on a former day respecting a return 
of the transports employed for conveying 
llanovcrietn troops to this country, and 
the date of the order for employing them, 
together with the date of the embarkation 
ot such troops. He thought there could 
have been no difficulty in the way of ob¬ 
taining such a return ; but he understood 
this day, from an authoritative quarter, 
that there was an objection to the granting 
of it. He wished, therefore, to know ex¬ 
plicitly, if that wa$ the case, , 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer said, it 
did not appear to him> from any thing! 
which had been offered by the hon. mem¬ 
ber on this subject, that he had laid any 
adequate ground before the house, tq shew 
the necessity for producing such a return ; 
and until such a ground ahpuldi be ciegujy. 
made out* he certainly should cp ter tain' 
objection^. H 

Mr. Fox then gave notjjfe, thaLh^4^ildf 
bring forward a mqtion on this subject t)n 
Wednesday next., ; . , . ’ ** j \ V 

[Irish LoAN.]rrMr. Cotry moved the 


order of the day for the bouse to resold 
itself into a committee pf the whole house* 
to consider further of ways and means fqf 
raising a, supply granted to his Majesty 
The house having resolved itself into a 
committee, the right, hon. gent, rose and 
said, he felt it unnecessary to trespass lohg 
upon the time of the house, by going? at 
any length into a statement of the esti¬ 
mates for the expences of the year in 
Ireland, a great part of which having 
been already voted. It was necessary for 
the present only to state, that as the per-, 
manent charges upon the Iiish establish¬ 
ment for the years past had in some de¬ 
gree exceeded the appropriated funds, it 
had been thought proper to borrow a loan 
of 1,250,0001. to be raised in Ireland, to 
make up the deficiency. It was impossible 
at this moment fqr him to state minutely 
the particulars of the increased expendi¬ 
ture of the public service for Ireland, both 
here and, in that country. It would be 
impossible for him, at this moment, to go 
into a general statement of the charges on 
Ireland; for, though** considerable por¬ 
tion of the supplies were voted, a epusi*. 
derable number of the services remain yet 
to be voted in G. Britain as well as in Ire¬ 
land ; and until the whole supply is voted, 
it is impossible to ascertain distinctly what 
may be necessary for the one as well as the, 
other. It was now his purpose at this time 
to move for a loan of the small sum of 
1,250,000b, which sum bad already been 
contracted for in Ireland, subject to the 
approbation of parliament, for which it 
was bis intention to make provision m the ,* 
ways and rpeans, when that subject calico 
betqre parliament. lie should state the 
terms of th# loan, in order to follow it 
with a motion, if it should be the pleasure 
of the hous4 tp adopt the contract; and it 
would be for him, on a future day, and 
that not a distant one, to state the whole 
of tlie charges which will fall on Ireland 
for the year, and the ways, and means 
answering those charges. should how^ 
hpwever, state the terra# of the loan, that 
gent, might ha,ye an opportunity of know¬ 
ing bow |hp * l waSa J? 141 * 

one million, apd a quarter* t0 *** mndod 
in the 5 per cents. i the 5 per Jhto 
rest to be paid in Ireland, to cbmmemf 
front tbb^thpf Marcb last, mAwmmk 
'-tom, .according,to 
G. Britain, on anticipated payments^ 

^ate of $ p$r 

bn thepWb A* April jatfc/tft. 

should state the terms itftM bidding, and 
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the contact which govt, wfcs irefcdy to on- of ttte volunteers. The next article would 
far into, subject to the approbation of paKibe for the expence of the new augments- 
lhne^kjp for every lOOi. the subscriber tioh to be made to the military force, th<v 
Wtttsfo have 11?L 7«. 3d. fn stock. The principle of which had been already so 
ipopey to be raised was 1,250,0001, The much discussed in the house, that lie should 
capital to he created amounted to no more feel if unnecessary to make any farther ob- 
tban 1,404,0001. The interest oh the iQOh servatious on it at present; he should only 
yrioney was at the rate of 41* 12s. 4d, per state, that the estimated expence of nrmk- 
annuuu A sinking fupd J \Vas created of iag this augmentation would be 200,0001, 
ohe per pent, to reduce the Capital, which which was alb wing 130,0001. for G. Bri- 
gavp the Whole charge of interest anri sink- tain, and ?O,0OOl. for Ireland; there 
jng fppd of 84,2711 so that the contract would be also a considerable expence in 
was $#}. for 1001* stock. It was unneces. keeping up the foreign corjrs, which were 
sary for him to give any detail of the ad- now to be considerably augmented. Be- 
y&ntages of these terms which he had now sides the regiments of Meuron, Hollo, and # 
to propose; he ^M>pld only states that on Dillon, the Queen's German regiment had 
the day On which thlfe bidding was taken al received considerable augmentations of 
8$L in the 5 percent, stock in Ireland, it late: it,was now intended that it should 
Vvafc ohly at 90l. so that the bidding was be the foundation of a German legion, 
V^ithiU one per cent, of the market price of consisting of 5000 men, of which 4000 
Stock. Hp trusted it was unnecessary for were already procured, and from the ex- 
him to say more on this subject; but it isting circumstances, this legion was at- 
might te satisfactory to the committee, tended with one peculiar advantage, that 
that he Should add this one circumstance, those who joined it were not raw recruits, 
that as far as he understood* the price of but veteran soldiers. The whole of the 
thfe 5 per cents, in the market in London, foreign corps at present, including some 
Oh that day, (a thing hardly to be account- black troops in the West Indies, amounted 
ed for>, was not more than 801, 10s. It to 7 or 8000 men; but this number was 
was to him an astonishing circumstance, intended to be considerably increased, 
and the consideration of that price in Ire- There was also included in the estimates 
land upon this bidding, and the price here, which he now presented, the expences of 
shewed that this was as advantageous a recruiting of the general staff, and of su- 
loan as it was possible to expect under the pernumerary officers. There was another 
present circumstances. He should not tr©u- article in which there would be a consi- 
Me the committee With any farther observe durable increase in the expences of this 
tion£* meaning to go into the detail, in the year, namely, in making allowances for 
course Of next week, of the wholecbarges the lodging of the soldiers in Scotland, 
Ireland, and of the ways andtneans r of who had hitherto been billeted' upon the 
defray fog them. He concluded by moving, inhabitants indiscriminately, to their great 
I 4 'J hat a siim not exceeding 1^04,0001. inconvenience. There was also an in- 
granted to his Majesty, for the service crease this year in the expence of the bar- 
of Ireland, for the current year, to be rack department of Ireland, from 334,000 
raised by loan/'-^Agreed to. <i; which was the estimated expence of the 

[SuprnEMKx rARy Anwnr EUttMates.] last year, to 4f> 1,0001. which was the esti- 
—The ChaticVtiw of At Exchequer moved, mated expence of the present year, lie 
that the house do resolve itself into a had also to state the expences of the Royal 
dbmnriuee of Supply, and that the several Military College, and of the Royal Mili- 
^Sftafates relative tb the arfoy services, be taiy Asylum. The latter now required an 
referred to tfafe said Committee; ; * expence of 32,<Jool. to complcat the build- 

* > *\%t Stcrefary at War skid, that it was ings that were necessary. The plan of it 
fc>Stofcte to the comuiitteu the went to take in 1000 children of soldiers, 
a'rwhich were to be although the present number there did not 
of the exceed 200. As to the Royal Military 
* The only Itetsf which he should if' College, it was found that, although by its 
'* tine expence original institution, military men were to 
militia Of Ireland, Which yjM- h8t, pay the annual sum of 40l. for the chil- 
. * edrtiteted. ■ ; The fiW ttonf' ^hkh ,; dten there, ‘yet 4teen this sum, small as it 

• i-itp^>pOise to be voted, which unis biightseem for that sort of education which 
4itot 5 3j#6Vtded'' i or In "the ‘general ’ estimates was there given, and infinitely smaller than 
wwe year, was 730,0001. for the expence what thoj>e who were not of the profession 
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were obliged to pay, was yet too great for 
the means of many officers of low rank; it 
was, therefore* now die plan that the diil- 
d en of the olficers of very low rank in the 
army should be educated there gratis, and 
tliat there should be a scale of payment 
proportioned to the rank in the army of the 
officer who should send his children there. 
At present there was no sufficient building 
in Great Marlow to contain all the bays, 
and they were obliged to lodge about^the 
town, which was a considerable inconve¬ 
nience : 11,2801. would be wanting this 
year, for the purposes of this institution. 
He then proceeded to state the expences 
of the barrack department, which he al¬ 
lowed were extremely high; but when it 
should be recollected, that in the course 
of the year they had provided accommo¬ 
dation for 56,000 troops near the sea 
coasts, it was not to be expected that a 
measure of such magnitude could be ac¬ 
complished without a considerable degree 
of expence. As to the expence of the 
building of those barracks, he thought that 
no contracts had ever been entered into | 
for buildings, where the contractors were j 
more completely under the check and con- j 
trol of the barrack master. The contracts 
were all made precisely according to the 
form of that which, in consequence of a 
motion of an hon. Admiral (Berkeley), 
was now on the table. The payment sti¬ 
pulated was on the value of the materials, 
and of the ordinary price of labour; 
whereas extra labour was generally re¬ 
quired by the barrack master, in. order to 
have the barracks soon finished, and yet 
nothing could be demanded for this extra 
labour on the footing of the contract; it 
was certainly due in point of justice, but 
not till the contract was properly exe¬ 
cuted. This was certainly a powerful 
check upon the contractors. Although 
the expence of building or hiring so many 
barracks was necessarily great, yet, on the 
other hand, it must be admitted that it 
would save a great deal of money, not 
only iu the lodging of soldiers, but in the 
encampments which it would otherwise be 
necessary to make: for instance, in Kent 
or Essex it would be hardly necessary to 
form camps, if good cantonments for the 
soldiers were already provided. The con¬ 
tract was now before the House, and was 
framed from a plan which met the appro¬ 
bation of military men of the first expe¬ 
rience. The works we#e to be subject to 
the control of a barrack master* who was 


to judge and check eyery proceeding e# 
the contractor, and without whose ce&ttf** 
cate no money was to be paid to any con* 
tractor. Besides this, the public would 
be completely guarded against any loss foe 
waste of time, extraordinary wages* or 
debts contracted, as the work was to bd 
measured, and both that and the materials 
paid for at the ordinary rate of the vici¬ 
nage where such buildings were to fee 
erected, unless it were in very remote si* 
tnations, where extraordinary expedition 
should be required, and where it would 
be but just to moke a reasonable allow* 
ance, when the contractor was unavoid¬ 
ably subjected to extraordinary expencti 
either in conveying his men to a consider¬ 
able distance, or paying an extraordinary 
price for materials or labour. Having 
stated thus much for the satisfaction of 
the committee, he should be*ready to give 
any further explanation which gent, might 
require. The right hon. gent, concluded 
with moving, “ That a sum, uot exceeding 
98,6351. 12s. 2d. be granted to his Ma¬ 
jesty, for the charge of recruiting and con¬ 
tingencies for the land forces of Ireland* 
from the 25th Dec. 1803, to the 24th Dec, 
1804/' 

Mr, Francis remarked on the inconsist¬ 
ency in the reasoning of the right huh. 
gent, in respect to the barracks. The ex¬ 
pence had exceeded all reasonable compu¬ 
tation, and deserved the serious attention 
of the house; the extent of the charge 
did not at all correspond with the expe* 
clients stated to have been resorted to for 
the purposes of public economy, and if 
some satisfactory explanation were net 
given, lie should think it right to submit 
the abuses which had prevailed to the at* 
tfntion of the house. 

The Secretary at War said, among the 
more weighty charges on the barrack esta¬ 
blishment, was the construction of bar¬ 
racks on the coast; and it was conceived 
that this measure, on a variety of ac¬ 
counts, would save a very considerable 
expence in adjacent encampments. It is 
rather premature to give any decisive opi¬ 
nion dn the total ebaige in this important 
and necessary service, as the accounts are 
nbt yet made up, by which that opinioh 
must be guided. With regard to the exe¬ 
cution ojt the works, if the right hon. gent 
entertained any doubts on that subject, it 
woujd be candid if he would advert to 
some particulars from which those doubts 
originated: he confessed he had understood 
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Uot^dg pf kind from the barrack of* 
fiqf,la#d be trusted that the hon. gent, ,q*i 
inquiry, would discover there was 
Btxjust ground of complaint. The,.pay-, 
eaents in that department were conducted 
#tb the greatest, regularity, at the same 
time securing the interest of the public, 
ipcT providing for the exigencies of the 
contractors , 'The terms, on which the en¬ 
gagements are made, admit the latter to 
the benefit of' instalments, and he is also 
tntiried for money on account, in the pro¬ 
gress 0 t hijs undertaking;, but 12 per cent. 

retained until the conclusion of the bu¬ 
siness, to apply to any defect that may be 
fj^goyered either in the quantity of the 
xp$erials> or the structure of the edifice. 

’ ^ payment is made* excepting it be 
prised by a certificate of the officers ap¬ 
pointed to survey the bpiWings, and bad j 
jwateriah are^ ordered to be removed, and 
unsubstantial erections to be pulled down. 
^p,day-work,is charged, at a fixed price, 
but the price is regulated by the rate of 
%bpun paid in the respective counties 
Hlwe foo service is performed* With tjbpse 
ype^Otioos, it is not possible to suppose, 
mttwh ttpglect can arise, qr that the public 
money is employed without a, correspond¬ 
ing adyanfoge from its application. 

Col. Craufurd said, that in the present 
thin ^tendance lie should not ’make any 
remarks on the nature of the propositions 
fil^initted by the right hon. the Sec. at 
War;, hot conceiving that ministers hud 
jgpjf. presented the ne plus ultra, of their 
^ertiohs for the defence of the country, 
hei4» ou ld, tafte the earliest opportunity of 
^etivqxing his sentiments upon all they 
had done, and all they appeared capable 
m doing. 

Mr. William Smith lamented the magni¬ 
tude of the burden in the barrack depart¬ 
ment, and consider^ that, cqntrary to 
what the right hon. gent, had stated, the 
.present plan was subject to objections, 
hqth on account of the public and the in¬ 
dividual. He would mention a .single fact, 
$$ which it would appear that, the interest of 
the last was not very sedulously consulted. > 
A small contractor, delivered in im ap-.,' 
cQtint,aud was surprised to find a .gross; 

in %; |Io applied to 
office fo Jbe informed, of 
cular ipim fo, whichJbe dqdqctioi^ ^ 
<ferred;! it yam that bn remp»f 

ftrfUidi; hp could obtain qo explapalibn, 
and l^e was al; last fold* th# if h 6 

, take the amount thus reduced, be; 


! might bring his action. Although the de¬ 
duction exceeded the amount of his pro-* 
fit, yet the whole affair was so small, that 
he could obtain no redress by bringing an 
'action at the expence of 50 or 60l. The 
hon. member was of opinion, that the 
large discretionary powers given to the 
principal barrack officers, was neither, con¬ 
sistent with public policy or private con¬ 
venience; but at least it would be ex¬ 
pected, where they have such extensive 
conBdence reposed, that they would use it 
with some moderation, and not only avoid 
[injustice, but the appearance of it, by 
explaining to a creditor their objection to 
his claim. 

The Secretary at War explained, that 
the general character of the officers to 
[ whom the barrack department was as- 
[ signed, would incline him to avoid hastily 
i r concluding that they were culpable in the 
particular to which the lion. gent, adr 
verted* All the corrected accounts he had 
seen in foe course of his official duties, 
bad the ground of objection stated on the 
face of the account, against the item to 
which it applied. If the hon. gent, would 
privately communicate the circumstance 
of the grievance to which he adverted, the 
matter should be examined, and any just 
ground of complaint should be imme¬ 
diately removed. At the same tifne he 
begged to observe, that all men who dealt 
i with the barrack office, entered into con¬ 
tracts with their eyes open, as they were 
perfectly apprised of the discretionary 
power with which the barrack board was 
invested* It was not such a discretion, 
however, as was likely to be abused from 
the character of thpse with whom it 
rented. 

Mr. If r illia7n Smith stated, that the man 
to whom he had alluded, had come twice 
from the Isle of Wight without being able 
to get,his account settled. 

(• The Secretary tit War then moved, “ That 
it be the opinion of the committee, &c. 
that the following sums should be granted 
for the following purposes, from the 25th 
of Dec. 1803, to the 24th of Dec, 1S04 

via* 

* Great Britain. Ireland. 

J^ecmiting and Con* 

, tuigcnciei fpr Ire- £. s. d. £. x. d. 

Vv%4 - , 98,(135 12 2 

Gen. and Staff Of¬ 
ficers for ditto - '* dt,03T 3 9 

Fall Pay to Supernu¬ 
merary Officers 3§,530 0 7 934* 6 5 

;$$««*. > , , T 0 3 
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G^eat Britain. Iteland, 
Allowance to Inn- <£*\ J. d, £. ’ f. d. 

keepers, &c. - 347,000 0 0 108,464 9 3 

Half Pay and Mil. 

Allowances * 150,000 0 0 4*»8Qt 0 11 

Ditto, American 

Forces - - 50,000 0 0 

Ditto, Scotch Bri¬ 
gade - . 1,000 0 0 

Out-Pensidner? of 
Chelsea and Kih 
maintain Hos¬ 
pitals - - 169,826 1? 2 ( $9,377 10 1 

In-Pensioncrs of 

ditto - - 29,931 i 5 13,863 12 0 

Widows* Pensions 21,601 li 5 0,000 0 0 

Barrack Departm. 2,183,930 9 0 461.88" 6 10 
Hospit. Expcnces 23(538 9 3 

Volunteer Corps, 
further sum tor 

1803 - ' - 500,000 0 0 

Ditto for 1804 - 570,000 0 0 * 

Foreign Corps, 

(12559) - 559,413 2 5 22,849 17 6 

Royal MiU College 11,280 1 2 

Royal-Mil. Asylum 32,000 0 V 

Garrison Compa¬ 
nies in the West % 

Indies arnl Ame¬ 
rica (311) - 8,084 19 2 * 

Augmentation of 

the Forces - 130,000 0 0 70,000 0 0 

The above resolutions were pot and 
unanimously adopted. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observ¬ 
ed, that the excess last year in the 'Ex¬ 
traordinaries of the army would not ap¬ 
pear, under the existing circumstances* at 
all extravagant, when he stated it to be 
339,20/1. 18s. 7d. He then moved, that 
it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there be applied to the extraordinary ex- 
expences of the army for the year 1804: 

In Great Britain - - £ • 1,100,000 

In Ireland - - - 000,000 

Printingoi Journals* Vote*, Bills,Reports,&c, 16,623 
Printing 1750 Copies 57 Voh. ol the Journals 2500 
Reprinting ot journal*, Indexes, Ac. - 10,000 

Publishing Records - 1767 

Alien Offices - - - - 0589 

Prosecutions ielating to Coin, 1803 - 1609 

Ditto 1804 - 1700 

Repairs of Military Roads in North Britain 5000 

Works done at the two Houses* of Parlia¬ 
ment, and at House of the Speaker 12,345 


Public Record Office - - . 741 

Repairs at the King’s Bench Prison - 3010 

Lazaret at Chetncy Hill - - 30,000 

Board of Agriculture - , - 1 3000 

Civil Establishment of Upper Canada - 8050 

•---Nova Scotia - 7165 


- New Brunswick - 4630 

- Prince Edward’# Island 2300 

-Cape Breton * 2040 

- - , Jt715 

- Bahama Islands 4100 

-Bermuda Islands . - 580 

- Dominica * - 600 

- New South Walls * 10,049 


The Chancellor &j£ (fit Escchcquer again 
rose, and addressed thi* committee to tHl 
following effect i^-The only remaining f#l 
solution I shall now submit to the attend 
tion of the committee, related to what ha# 
been called the Caledoniah CankL, in* 
tended to connect the Eastern and 'West* 
ern seas by Inverness to Fort William, for 
which the sum of 25,0001, has been already 
granted, It will be immediately Ween* 
that this is a concern of too much magnt-* 
tude to be undertaken by individuals!! 
This vast intersection Of the county ill 
not to be on the contracted plan of ordt* 
nary Canals for inland navigation; it is 
intended to be conducted on a superior 
scale, and to admit the passage of fri¬ 
gates of 32 guns. There are many local 
considerations connected with this subi 
ject, which should not escape the attention 
of the committee. In the year 1801, the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
directed*^ survey to be taken of that part 
of the Highlands. The spring and ensu¬ 
ing summer were employed on this duiyi 
During the last session the report was 
made, and the house in cousecjuepce 
adopted the measure. Commissioners 
were then, under, the same authority, ap¬ 
pointed, who pu#^ed their inquiries with r 
great diligence and ability, and they were 
assisted by a gent* perfectly conversant hi 
undertakings of this kind, from whom they 
derived the most valuable information. 
The report was directed to two principal 
objects, the importance and the practica¬ 
bility of the work. The expence was stated 
at from 4 to 500,0001. The zeal of the 
country has been so great to forward the 
project, that in many instances the land 
for the canal has been offered free of all 
expence. Among the motives, I must not 
omit to notice the considerable emigra¬ 
tions from the Highlands, which this iiu* 
proveme'nt is calculated to prevent. I beg 
it may not, be supposed that this emigra¬ 
tion is in any degree to be attributed to 
the neglect of the great landed proprie¬ 
tors. A variety of causes have conduced 
to incline the Highlanders to abandon* 
their native soil; and it is the duty of govt, 
'is umth is possible, ti remdve these, thif 
this gaiihftt and valuable body of men tkkf 
be mspbsid ® Histen to the dictate® bT 
thrift 6W» patdbtip feelings. Thft ■ gNn| 
rihitonil; Work witt providi 
for a great number tit the people ftrat 
country, and it is expected that tbe^bl&s- 
mgs of commence Mld Sf the ' r Mi vriU 
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emanate from .the same spring, and diffuse 
not; only the means of bare subsistence, 
bu£ the comforts, conveniencies, and lux¬ 
uries of life , / think I should detain the 
Souse improperly , were l to dwell longer 
On the importance of this measure* I 
Shall therefore conclude with moving, 
u That 50,0001. be granted towards de¬ 
fraying the expences of makiug an inlaod 
tiavigatidh from the Eastern to the Western 
sea, by Inverness and Fort William/’— 
The resolutions being agreed to, the house 
resumed, and, on the motion being put 
from the chair, the report of the com¬ 
mittee of supply was ordered to be re¬ 
ceived to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday) April 2$. 

[MiNUTE%.]*~»Mr. Alexander brought 
Up the report of the committee to which 
the petition for the sale of the* Archbi¬ 
shop of Dublin's palace had been referred* 
Referred to a committee of the whole 
house on Monday.—A petition was pre¬ 
sented from the debtors confined in the 
gaol of Dorchester, praying relief. Or¬ 
dered to lie on the table.—Mr. Alexander 
brought up the report df the committees 
of supply and ways and means* The re¬ 
solutions were severally agreed to, and 
bills ordcred'accordingly.—On the motion 
of Mr. Sec. Yorke, the Militia Officers’ 
bill was read a third time, and passed.— 
Mr. Vansittart moved an instruction to 
the committee on the Inverness and Fort 
William Cunai bill, that they should 
{make provision in the bill pursuant to 
the 3,'id resolution of the report.—Ad¬ 
journed. 


1IOUSF* OF LORDS. 

Monday , April SO. 

[Minutes.]—T he Duke of Manches¬ 
ter, Lord Southampton, Lord Torrington, 
-and the Earl of M6ray, took the oaths 
and their seats.—The several bills on the 
table were forwarded in their different 
stages*—Lord Hobart, in pursuance of 
the, address to bis Majesty, lately moved 
by the Earl Of Carlisle, laid on the table 
the dates of the different dispatches that 
bad been tranehitted to our settlements in 
Ihdia* relating to the King's message of 
the Hth of March, and up to the actual 
commencement of hostilities^Earl Spen- 

m 


cer moved for an address to his Majesty, 
for the production of the dates of the dis¬ 
patches forwarded by govt, to the govern 
I nor at St * Helena, prior and succeeding 
f the date of his Majesty ’s message of the 
Hth March. Lord Hobart suggested, that 
the usual mode of moving for papers 
would be the more proper, whi<h was, 
that the proper officer be ordered to lay 
beloie the House, &c. To such a motion 
he had no objection. The noble Earl 
shaped his motion according to the sug¬ 
gestion, and it was agreed to.—Lord Ho¬ 
bart gave notice, that on Wednesday next 
he should move that the thanks of the 
house be given to the officers who hu\ c so 
highly distinguished themselves lately m 
India. On his lordship's motion, the 
Lords were ordered to be suminoued for 
i Wednesday next. 

[Defence of the Country.]—T hr 
order of the day for summoning their 
lordships, in reference -to the motion of 
the Marquis of Stafford, respecting the 
defence of the country being read. 

Lord Haxokesbury immediately rose, and 
addressed* the house. lie informed their 
lordships, he was actuated by an anxious 
wish to prevail on the noble marquis to 
postpone his motion. He assured the no¬ 
ble marquis and the house, that he had 
reasons of the highest and most weightv 
importance, which impelled him most for¬ 
cibly to make thL request. These reasons, 
it was true, were of that delicate and pe¬ 
culiar nature, that he could not, at the 
present moment, consistently witl* his 
duty, enter into them further; but he 
qould assure their lordships, on the pledge 
of his own personal character, both as a 
minister and a lord in Parliament, that, 
were they known to the house, they wvie 
of such a nature as would induce, he was 
certain, the noble marquis to postpone his 
motion to some future day, which might 
be most agreeable and convenient to him. 
As to his own part, he bad no inclination 
to hint even at any other day, but left it 
entirely at the discretion and pleasure of 
the noble marquis, confident that- under the. 
circumstances he had alluded to/he should 
find the noble marquis inclined to comply 
with a request which, according to the 
usage of parliament, had, under similar 
circumstances, never been refused. 

The Marquis of Stqford said, that im¬ 
portant as he thought his present motion 
to the interests pf the pountry, and highly 
desirable as he conceived it was, that it 
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ihould be brought forward as speedily as impression it was, that my noble friend 
possible, yet, from the information then very properly adverted to ifchat might be 
given by the noble Sec. of State, and the the general feeling and opinion of fh* 
pledge he had made that the reasons for house upon such an occasion* Upon the 
postponing it were of that high import , ground I have stated, and from a belief 
which rendered it at the present moment that his Majesty's ministers are, upon an 
extremely inconvenient and improper to occasion of such solemnity and import- 
reveal, he should certainly give way to ance, incapable ot trifling with the coun- 
those reasons, though unknown to him in try or with Parliament, 1 am content, with 
any other way than from the assertion and the view that Parliament should shew it* 
pledge of the noble lord, and agree, for dutiful attention to the laudable wishes of 
the preseqt, to postpone his motion to some the Sovereign, to acquiesce, on my part, 
future day. in the requisition of the noble Sec. of 

Lord Grenville .—After what has just State ; but at the same time I must say, 
transpired, my lords, I think that some- I feel it incumbent upon me, under these 
thing farther should be slated, fairly to impressions, to propose that the house do 
induce my noble friend, under all' the cir. adjourn until the day which shall be 
cumstances of the case, to postpone his fixed for the discussion of my noble friend'# 
moliun. The occasion of so many noble motion. 

Lords assembling this day, upon a ques- Lord Hawkesbury said, that after having 
tion of the last importance to the couutry, stated, that peculiar circumstances existed, 
and after one postponement has already which rendered it highly advisable that 
taken place, should be duly considered, the noble marquis should defer bis mo- 
Upon such an occasion, therefore, 1 think tion to a future day, he did not think 
some more distinct information should be it very candid on the part of any noble 
given by the noble Sec. of State, whereon lord, considering the situation in which he 
such a request could be reasonably found- stood, to call on him for an explanation of 
ed. Were it merely a matter of personal the circumstances. He would state again 
accommodation; no man in this house; to their lordships, and he would state it 
would be more willing than myself to ; not only upon his official credit, but upon 
accede to the proposal; but if your lord- his character as a man, that the circum- 
ships agree with me in the general opi- stances he alluded to were neither light 
nion, that the postponement is desired on nor trivial, but weighing sufficiently upon 
the part of his Majesty’s govt, for more his mind to induce him. to make the applt- 
important reasons, I must confess I think cation he did to the noble marquis* He 
it more consistent with what is due to the could not concur with the noble baron as 
dignity and character of this house, that to the propriety of an adjournment; he 
upon such a solemn occasion us the pre- saw no necessity for it. There was no- 
sent, such a fact, if it be the case, should thing in the state of the country, or of 
be distinctly stated. At the same time I public affairs, to justify such a measure: 
am inclined to conclude, as the noble lord on the contrary, it would be productive of 
does not seem willing to rest his proposal extreme inconvenience, should the whole 
upon the ground of personal accommoda- course of public business be stopped, as it 
tion, that the motive for his making it most certainly would be, should the pro« 
must be such as I have adverted to* And position of the noble 1 baron be adopted* 
if it be true, that the cause arises from He had said every thing that he thought 
any circumstance relating to the public necessary, upon every consideration of 
administration of affairs, 1 think no man public prudendb, to induce the noble mar- 
can doubt that the House of Lords will quis to postpone his motion; if he should 
not now, as it always has done, feel de- rtdt succeed, it would be the subject of re- 
girous to evince, as far as depends upon gret to hifo, and in that alternative, he 
them, the utmost desire on their part not, would not hesitate to meet the noble 
in the smallest degree, to embarrass the marejuia, and to. enter fully upon the 
King's paternal endeavours, that the pub- subject. lf 

lie affairs of the country should bd pfp- The £*rl of Carlisle wished that the Up- 
perly administered. In snch a crisis Mi had spoken four* plainly ifod 
the present, the public advantage shodld yBiditly, as to what his reasons were tor,'re¬ 
mora especially be predominant in yout U* noble relative^ to postpone his 

lordships' consideration; ahd under tidal motion. He Observed upon tlie extraor- 
VoiTlI, Y 
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iliu^ry attendance of their lordships, and 
the great public: expectations that were 
raised Upon the occasion. He knew but 
qm circumstance which ought to weigh 

5 ]tlv the noble marquis, aud then rest of 
eir lordships, to cause the postponement 
of tlie great question that it was intended 
to submit to them; a circumstance which 
he was persuaded would send every noble 
lord, and every man in' the house, home 
contented and rejoiced, and that was, 
the certainty that his Majesty’s ministers 
were about to retire from the situations 
they lilled at present. If an arrangement 
of that kind were in contemplation, lie 
would most willingly agree that the motion 
should be postpohed. 

Lord Htiwkcisbury said, be bad already 
given all the reasons which it was in bis 
ppwer to adduce, consistently with bis 
duty; and as those had been sufficient to 
induce the noble marquis to consent to 
postpone his motion to a future day, lie 
could not conceive on what grounds other 
noble lords could object to what the noble 
marquis had,with so much liberality, agreed. 
If, however, the noble marquis who made 
tlie motion wished to persist in it, he had 
no objection to meet him in the discussion 
of it. 

Earl Fitzwilliam enforced the propriety 
of adjourning the consideration at least of 
questions of public importance, during the 
period that it might be expedient to post¬ 
pone the discussiou of the motion of the 
noble marquis. 

Lord Harroxvby, in considering the point 
before the house, adverted to the very 
solemn declaration made by the noble See. 
of State, which, to a certain degree, he 
thought; should operate in inducing their 
lordships to concur in postponing the dis¬ 
cussiou. lie at the same time deprecated 
the Idea of suspending the transaction of 
all, public business in the interval, and, 
upon this view of the subject, he hoped a 
motion for an adjournment would not bd 
pressed. s' ? 

ytTfae Marquis of Abercorn said, be 
fought the question had already ; been 
'fairly, determined. The -noble S#u 
of Sta^ had come forward with m .as-: 
sutat^to; fhe house,that reasons, of thy 
highest importance induced him to come 
forward as ope of his M^esty'^ministers, 
and request the noble marquis to port* 
^jipwei^bd 'of which ho had given 

^otice to be brought forward on the pre*; 
: |^ # evemng, to some future day, winch 


should be most convenient and agreeable 
to himself. The noble marquis, with that 
degree of candour and liberality which so 
happily charactej used all his actions, hud 
' almost instantaneously consented to the 
postponement of liis motion, which had 
been since objected to by the noble Baron 
(Lord Ciienville) on die other side of the 
1 house, witli a degree of inflexibility to 
which he was but too prone. For his own 
part, he was nq way personally interested 
m the question, farther than having been 
induced to come out of the country, in 
order to attend the discussion of it. The 
frowns or smiles of the noble baron were 
alike equal to him; but he thought the 
independence of the noble maiquis was 
such, that lie might certainly, if he chose 
it, postpone his motion, without the leave 
or consent of the noble baron, who ap¬ 
peared so strenuously to oppose it. 

Lord Melville said, that he was perfectly 
aware of the usage of parliament a& to the 
postponing of any motion, when the same 
was lequested by his Majesty’s ministers, 
either on reasons adduced, which shewed 
that it would be dangerous or inconve¬ 
nient to the public interests to bring itfoi- 
waid at that particular moment, or that it 
was personally inconvenient to his Ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers, or to any other noble 
lord who wished to take a part in the dis¬ 
cussion, to attend on that particular day. 
In either, or any of these cases, his lord¬ 
ship said no man would be more ready than 
himself to acc ede to a proposition so ge¬ 
nerally confirmed by the usage of parlia¬ 
ment. In the present instance, however, 
bis noble Inend had not mentioned any in¬ 
stance of personal inconvenience to him¬ 
self, or any other of his Majesty's servants, 
lie had only said he had reasons for his 
request, which he pledged his character 
were of the highest importance. Jo such 
a pledge, he wa* as willing as any one to 
pay the mpst implicit deference, from the 
respect which he had always entertained 
for his noble friend, but he begged the 
house to recollect, thof there were other 
upea&ures then before the house relative to 
Ihfo very subject, the defence of the coun¬ 
try; he begged leave to submit, it to 
.their lordships, whether it would not be 
necessary find advisable that these should 
not be brought into discussion till such 
time as the present motion was disposed. ot 
He thought, therefore, with his noble friend 
jpear him (t»or 4 Granville), that if their 
lordships did not think it necessary to ad* 
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jburri for the fe\v days'the question might 
be postponed,* some engagement should at 
least be entered into that no question of 
the same nature should he brought for* 
ward, nor any other that might in its na¬ 
ture and consequences produce the same 
difference of opinion that the present mo¬ 
tion was likely to do. 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool¬ 
sack, and after making some general ob¬ 
servations upon what had transpired, and 
adverting to the shape which the discus* 
sion now assumed, expressed his opinion, 
that sufficient grounds existed for their 
lordships to exercise their good sense and 
discretion, and concluded by saying, “ upon 
the point under consideration, I shall say 
no more, being determined, for my own 
part, to fulfil as long as I have a drop of 
blood in my veins, my duty to his Majesty 
and to the country, for these terms, my 
lords, mean the same thing; to do my duty 
to his Majesty is to do my duty to the coun¬ 
try, and to perform my duty to the country, 
is to perforin my duty to my sovereign. 
And upon my mdst awful sense of what 1 
think my duty to both, my conduct has 
been, is, and shall ever be, regulated, and 
this paramount consideration now induces 
me to go the length of joining my noble 
friend m recommending the noble mar¬ 
quis as far as the opinion of an humble in¬ 
dividual may be deserving of attention, to 
postpone his motion/' 

Lord Gmivillc .—What has fallen from 
me, my lords, has, in some points of 
view, been certainly much misapprehend¬ 
ed. I did think, by what fell from my noble 
friend, that he wished to collect the sen¬ 
timents of other peers before he should 
agree to postpone a motion of such great 
and peculiar importance. I have no par¬ 
ticular desire to press the idea 1 have, 
thrown out. All I wish is, that some rea¬ 
sons should be assigned to parliament and ! 
the country, to form a sufficient and ho¬ 
nourable ground of action on the prefeent 
occasion; and, at the same time, that 
parliament should shew itself sensible of 
the importance of the moment, arid its de¬ 
termination in ttib present awful cirCum** 
stances, to perform its duty to the King, | 
With respect to the proposition of adjjOurn* 
rnent, did it appear that any inconve¬ 
nience on the score of individual or ptil 
vate interest, should arise, 1 should be one 
of the last to press it. Taking thirqutor 
tiop in its most enlarged aud important 


sense, I think the idea, as stated by; a 
; noble viscouut, was accurate and condo*. 
sivC, As far, however, as private bqsia 
ness may be concerned, X think parlia* 
ment ought certainly to proceed. But, 
my lords, I beg to suggest the propriety of 
a distinct understanding, as to What shall 
1 be the course and nature of such discus¬ 
sions as might intervene between the peij 
riod and that on which my noble friend^ 
proposition shall be discussed. If it should 
be now postponed, I think it should hav$ 
the priority, as to every subject of the kind, 
Or of those which may be connected with 
it. That priority it now possesses, and 
such, in fairness, I think it should con¬ 
tinue to hold, and iu this view, I think 
the suspension of all public business of the 
kind is of peculiar importance, the more 
so, my lords, when we refer to the vei;y 
essence and nature of my noble friend's 
proposition, which is the consideration, 
generally speaking, whether enough 
been done for the defence of the country, 
or whether that which has been done, is 
well and rightly done, on the one fytnd,'or 
on the other, might not want improve¬ 
ment or correction ? 1 hope it will be arti 
swered, whether or jnot such an arrange¬ 
ment, with respect to future discussions, as 
I allude to, might be understood as ac¬ 
quiesced in on the part of ministers, par¬ 
ticularly whether the 'discussion of my 
noble friend's motion, if now postponed , 
shall not have a priority over that of evefry 
kind of business connected with it, and 
also, with respect to such discussions, as 
important difference of opinion may be 
likely to arise in. 

Lord Hairkcsbury «With respect, my 
lords, to what has lately fallen from the 
noble baron. I do not, under the.circum¬ 
stances of the case, think it either proper 
or just, to eater into such an engagement 
as he calls for. I cannot, however,* refrain 
from saying, that I believe thistis the first 
time that ever such a proposal as I have 
had the honour to make, combined with 
the solemn declaration with which Lac- 
companied it, was so received or treated 
in any house of parliament, or by any 
number of individuals. I regard it as a 
melancholy omen, that a faction should be 
so strenuous in pressing a morion upon th$> 
house, j shall candidly and unreservedly 
%peak my feelings and my sentiment^: 
and I again press the considerariom that 
if the noble marquis, from his vtew of the 
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”* **": boiise, thipka 
to. pjpcee^'viib Ki* dis*. 
cu»ipri|.* |'em ready to meet him upon the 
qij||^jOn. At the same time I must say, 
Ctj^ lender the circumstances of the case* 
if cannot be fairly assumed that minis, 
fcers will be likely to press the discussion 
ot any business qn w^ich important dif¬ 
ferences of opinion may probably arise. 
But this I conceive to be no ground for 
falling for a general suspension of busi¬ 
ness, particularly of private concerns, in 
parliament. However, I explicitly state, 
that I shall enter into no engagement upon 
in$ point ^ Considerations of the kind 
^Ould, I think, be best copfided to the 
^pling, the honour, aud the wisdom of 
the house. 

] Lord Mulgrave expressed his astonish¬ 
ment at what had fallen from two mem¬ 
bers of his Ajtajest/s govt., as to the point 
of arrangement of intervening discussions. 
It seemed as if their wish was, to 4 ‘ keep 
tji£ word of promise to the ear, but break 
if to the hope.” He had hoped that a po¬ 
sitive pledge would have been given, that 
iib hu&ne&s shuuld be brought forward, 
l$Ve such gs was indispensably necessary. 
With respect to the idea that he, or those 
noble lprds with whom he acted ever en¬ 
tertained the design of suspending private 
business, or of stopping the progress ot 
necessary money bills, he would declare 
they never entertained such an idea, tie 
must, however, express his astouishment 
« the language used by the noble secretary 
of state, which implied a charge which 
Neither the character of his noble friends, 
hor ihe general tenor of their public con¬ 
duct, ever afforded the slightest counttv 
to; namely, that they were a fac* 
lion. A faction f—why were they called 
so') 1 tV^jr wope ibe persuad* 

give pi to a fallacy 1 Because they 
w$re nojt mcliped tp give credit to *tba{^ 
e^rtipn, made 1$ 'gfenile $n<l mild , jtgf 
>y the noble and candid secretary ) Dnle^s 
pledge fhen^etves that ifr# 
^Ste in^rquis’s motion should h*we the 
" ’ Vof all oth«t 4 P“hlic bv^frie^ ! he 
gpp^e ^ de^y. , ‘ / f 
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business then in its progress through the 
,house, he should not make the motion ot 
adjournment to which he had alluded, nor 
further oppose the postponement of the 
present motion. 

The Marquis of Stafford then, after ob- 
t serving generally his reliance upon what 
Jell from the noble sec. of state, moved* 
that the order in question be discharged, 
and the same renewed for Friday next, 
Earl Spencer urged several arguments 
of a similar tendency to those made use 
of by his noble friends who had preceded 
him in the present conversation, relative 
to the motion being postponed. He con* 
demned severely the expression of “afac¬ 
tion” that had been applied to him, and his 
noble friends near him, which, he hoped, 
however, had been inadvertently u&ed. He 
looked on what had last been said by the 
noble sec. of state as a virtual engage¬ 
ment that no discussion of any business 
should be brought forward that might lead 
to differences of opinion, similar to those 
connected with the present motion, and 
for that reasou only he should abstain 
from any farther comment on the *>ubjecl.— 
The question was then put on the Mar¬ 
quis ot Stafford's motiou, which wus or¬ 
dered accordingly, llis Lordship moved 
that the Lords be summoned for Fiiday 
next. Ordered. 


HOUSE 0F t COMM0NS, 

Mondap, April 30 . 

[Minutes]. —Mr. Serjeant Best brought 
up a bill for the relief of certain Incum¬ 
bents of Livings in the City of London. 
Read a first time, and ordered for a second 
reading.—rMr, II. Browne brought up a 
bill for making further provision, aud main¬ 
taining an inland navigation from the Eas¬ 
tern to (the Western sea, by Inverness ami 
Port WiJjiam in Scotland. Read a first 
tjme* and ordered to be read a second 
time.—Mr. H. Lascelles brought up a bill 
for the better regulation of the Woollen 
Cfoth M^pfacture in the County of York, 
vrhhfb was read a first time, and ordered 
for a second reading.—The Chancellor of 
the Jjixchcquer moved, “ that there be laid 
the bouse an Estimate of the pro* 
anntwl produce pf the duties impo¬ 
sed by >an act for granting to his Majesty, 
until the fob of May next, after the ratifi. 
pfttfon pf % definitive tfpaly. of peace, a 
coptribuUptt-O^ the profits arising from 
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property, trades, and offices, so far as the it is my duty now to lay before the 
seine can be made out." Ordered.—A per- mittee, the ways and means which I thfofc 
son from the Treasury then presented the it iucurqbent on me to recommend, $qjy, 
account at the bar. Ordered to lie on words raising the supplies voted for the 
the table, and to be printed.—Mr. Dillon, service of the present year. But before I 
in consideration of the paramount im- submit these ways and means tb tbpcoasi- 
portance of the business, which the Chan- deration of the committee, it ia aecefsaiy 
cellor of the Exchequer was to bring for- for me to advert to the system adapted 
ward this day, proposed, with the leave of last year for discharging the expences of 
the house, to postpone his motion relative the country during the war. It seeofo4 
to the exemption of Catholics in the Irish then to be the general opinion, that no 
Militia regiments who had volunteered system was so advantageous as that whfdjt 
their services to this country, from penal- should prevent the evil of any accuraula- 
ties of the statute of Geo. JL to Thursday tion of the public debt, and at the samp 
next.—Lord Castlekragh presented Ac- time enable the country to maintain its 
counts of the dates of the Dispatches sent exertions, however long the contest may 
by his Majesty's ministers to the different continue, which it has been compelled to 
Presidencies in India. Ordered to lie on enter into in support of its honour and in* 
the table.—Lord Castlereagh then gave dependence. The means which were then 
notice, that he should on Wednesday next, resorted to, were calculated for the main* 
call the attention of the house to*the late tenalhce of public credit and great national 
brilliant successes of the British arms in exertion, as long as the enemy may be 
ludia.—Mr. Secretary Yorke moved, that disposed to continue the struggle into 
the order of the day for the further consi- which his inordinate ambition and unrefc* 
deration of the Lords Amendments to the sonable pretensions have, forced us. It 
Volunteer Corps bill be put off till Wed- was on these principles that I recommend- 
nesday. Ordered.—Mr. Foster moved, ed to the house, and on these principles 
that the petition of the Linen Manufac-. tha^ the house, at my recommendation, 
turers of Ireland be referred to a commit- acceded to the ways and means adopted 
tee of the whole house to-morrow. Or- for raising the supplies in the last year. I 
dered.—Mr Foster brought up a bill for stated, Sir, when I had last the honour of 
directing certain public accounts in Ire- addressing the committee on this sub* 
land to be laid annually before the house, ject, that if towards raising a supply of 
Bead a first time, and ordered to be read 26*,000,0001. for the service of the year, 
a second time to-morrow.—The house the house should Be of opinion to , raise 
went into a committee on the report of the 10,000,0(j8l. by war taxes, it would be 
petition of his grace the Archbishop of possible to provide for the public service* 
Dublin. The report to be received to- without any addition to the public debt,by 
morrow.—Mr. Vausittart moved, %l that the aid of the supply which 1 was justified 
there be laid before the house an Account in calculating on, as the probable surplus 
of the amount of the drawbacks allowed to of the consolidated fund, and the sums m 
common brewers, under the 42d of the tire hands of the commissioners of the pub- 
King, distinguishing each year and quar- lie debt, and the sums derivable from the 
ters." Ordered. commissioners for the redemption of the 

[The Budget.]— TheCAtf#ce/for of the land tax. That this system was calculated 
Exchequer moved, that the order of the to produce the effects attributed to it, no¬ 
day be read, for the house resolving itself body will deny; that it has produced the 
into a committee of the whole house, to happiest effects is most unquestionable# 
consider further of ways and means for It will be recollected, Sir, that when the 
raising the supply granted to his Majesty, country at the commencement of the last 
The order having been read, the right bon.; war, experienced an interruption of its 
gent, then moved, that the several ac- commerce, and a considerable pressure on 
counts of Customs aud Excise, presented the large stock of West ludia produce then 
to this house in this Session of parliament, on hand, had it not beep for the applica* 
aud of the produce of the war taxqs, be tion, of a considerable part of the capital 
referred to the said committee. Ordered, for the support of commercial credit, fo* 
The Speaker having left the Chair, ; E finite mischief and extensive ruin rapsfc have 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose, and ensued. I am ready to agree in the ne- 
addressed \he committee y* fiplfows? Sir; o.essity of affording such relief in case of 
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fthm^ktxtetgency; bat I con tend* that it 
tievfcr ^should be afforded except lh case df 
re^J-emergency. The loart Xvhich was then 
feinted by the country to rescue a great 
Sfe of the commercial hiterest from riiin, 
ftot which at the same time locked up a 
large portibn of the means of the country, 
and rendered it unavailable for the public 
isferViee; was, I am sure, wisely given by 
this house in that instance, but it created 
lob great a confidence in the merchants of 
the country to look back generally to par. 
liament for aid in difficult times. It was 
|*$oessary to discourage this idea, and to 
the merchants and manufacturers to 
look tO 1 theniselves, to act with caution in 
Itheir prosperity, and to fonn 'for them- 
arfyeS resources on which they might rely, 
if times less propitious should ensue. 1 
hate adverted to this, Sir, because I wislj 
It to be understood, that all commercial 
difficulties are now removed, and the small 
amount of the loan last year, And the sys¬ 
tem then adopted, had a considerable 
share, in enabling the commerce of the 
^OUptry to go* on, without any claim of aid 
from the publrd purse. I am hot deshous, 
Sir, to take up the time of the house *with 
recapitulating the benefits resulting from 
this system generally, but I am desirous 
of shewing that the principle has been at¬ 
tended with a success equal to what the 
most sanguine expectation could calculate. 
I come now, Sir, to the ways and means 
for the service of thfe last yjjar, which 
consisted of war tas.es estimated” at 
500,0001. of which 8,000,0001. was cal¬ 
culated on the additional duties 'of cus¬ 
toms and excise, and 4,500,0001. from the 
duties on property. I stated at that time, 
that it Was necessary to make a large al¬ 
lowance for a probable defalcation from the 
estimate, in consequence of the lapse of 
time before those taxes could be brought 
to bear, and l stated, that if the actual 
produce should amount to lG,o0O,OO0l. 
ttiy hopes would be, in this instance, fully 
gratified. In the course of the discussion, 
Which took place in the various stages of 
the Mtter measure, the house determined 
to: grant very considerable exemptions, 
and all income under 1501. a-year, arising 
from the public funds, was freed from con¬ 
tribution This necessarily involved a 
large deduction from the produce origi¬ 
nally looked for from this tax. I do n«ft 
furean to question the wisdom of the reso¬ 
lution adopted by this house in that In- 
%ai*ce, but merely to state, that its prae- 
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tic&l effect has been to diminish very con-’ 
siderably the produce of the tax, to an 
amount which, when I state it at one mil¬ 
lion, J am sure I state it rather below than 
above the fact. Thus the tax on property, 
which I originally estimated at 4,500,0001. 
could not, after this exemption, even on 
my own principles, be expected to pro¬ 
duce more than 3,500,0001. Adding these 
3,500,0001. to the new duties on excise 
and customs, estimated at 8,000,0001. the 
whole was 11,500,0001. But when I had 
calculated on a real produce of no more 
than 10,000,0001. from the full estimate of 
12,500,0001. it could not be expected that 
after the reduction I allude to, a greater 
sum could be realised than (),000,0001. I 
will now state the grounds on which 1 cal¬ 
culate the produce of the other part of this 
supply. The actual amount of the addi¬ 
tional efuties on exports and imports, malt, 
wine, and foreign teas, for the last 6 months, 
was 2,221, 600 t. There was a very ldrge 
sum outstanding on all the articles but 
tea ; the whole produce of the half 
year, including the outstanding, was 
4,389,2001. which, for the annual estimat¬ 
ed produce of S,000,0001. gave ground to 
calculate an actual produce of 8,778,4001. 

I do not, however, think it justifiable to 
take it at the full amount * The stock m 
hand of malt and wine has been perhaps 
over-rated, and the retail dealers in mall 
and wine have been relieved, where die 
burden was oppressive; the stock of fo¬ 
reign spirits has been also probably over¬ 
rated, as well as the arrears outstanding 
for part of the stock on which these ar¬ 
rears are calculated, may be re-exported. 
But upon the best consideration, taking 
every probable deduction into the account, 
the whole together will not amount to 
more than 578,0001. which being taken 
from the produce ,of 8,778,0001. calcu¬ 
lated for the year from the produce of the 
half year, leaves a residue of 8,200,0001. 
which may be fairly calculated on as the 
real annual produce. Now, Sir, 1 will 
state the grounds on which I rely for the 
future produce of the tax on property; 
and, first, I have the satisfaction to state 
to the committee, that the tax attaches to 
property of the first class, to the amount 
of 120,000,0601. instead of 80,000,0001. 
which was the amount of the property as¬ 
sessed under the income tax. When the 
commercial assessments are added, the 
amount will be double. The gross Assess¬ 
ment amount? to 6,000,0001, annually* 
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and allowing for deductions and exemp¬ 
tions, I uin sure I do not exaggerate the 
probable amount; when I state it at 
4,800,0001. That being the case, I am 
entitled to calculate that these taxes, which 
I estimated at first at 10 , 000 , 0061 . which, 
upon a deduction for the diminution of 
the property tax, 1 calculated at 9 > 000 , 0001 . 
will in future yield a produce of 
1?,500,0001., as upon the data' I have 
stated, they amount to hot less thau 
12 , 000 , 0001 .; that is, S, 200 , 000 b arising 
from the customs and excise, and 4,800,0001. 
from the property tax. The inference I 
draw from this is, that it holds forth a 
strong inducement to persevere in that 
system Which was so wisely adopted in the 
last session. I hud further stated, that 
the actual increase of debt in the last year 
was 3,500,0001. which may be reduced to 
less than 2 , 000 , 0001 . as more than that 
amount should be allowed for the general 
deficiency before the war taxes became 
productive. I was represented as over 
sanguine in calculating for the first half 
year of the war taxes at 4,500,0001. 1 

admit there have been great and unfortu¬ 
nate delays, with respect to the tax on 
property, but there were similar delays 
with respect to the income tax; but I 
have the satisfaction to say, that on the 
30th of April, the produce of the war 
tuxes was only 112 , 0001 . short of what I 
calculated it, with all the circumstances 
of disadvantage under which they had la¬ 
boured. Another apprehension had been 
entertained, and apparently on reasonable 
grounds, that the adoption of such a sys*. 
tern would interfere materially with the 
produce of the permanent taxes. I admit 
that a fair experiment has not yet been 
made on this head : ill six months, 
4,388,0001. has been collected frbm these 
taxes; but till the completion of the ^ear, 
it cannot be exactly known what their 
effect will be on the permanent taxes. 
But when gent, recollect the circumstances 
of last year, the stagnation of commerce 
during the negotiations, and on the com¬ 
mencement of the war, the aggregate wa$ 
extremely satisfactory; it would be mofb 
abundantly so, if the-causes I have, al¬ 
luded to had not operated. It may be 
more satisfactory to compare^ the pro¬ 
duce of the permanent taxes,* taxes im¬ 
posed previous to the year 1793, in 
year -ending 5 th Jan. 1803, and the pro¬ 
duce of the same taxes in the year ending 
Jan. 5 1 1804 . In the former they had 


produced 15,425,0001* m the latter they 
had^pfOduced 15,400,0001. being a 
once of only 25,00pl. and this is a com¬ 
parison with the most favourable year be^ 
fore the-war. I am justified in stating the 
produce of Jast year as high as I have 
done; for though only 14,984,000b was 
paid into the Exchequer, I am entitled l |0 
add 4Iff ,0001. for drawbacks on sugar JSd* 
belonging to the year. The drawback* 
are payable only on the certificate of tha 
British consul at the port to which tint 
consignment is made; and as the precede 
tation of these certificates is very irreg«M 
lur, the payment of the drawbacks fall 
heavier at some times, and in some years, 
than in others. And thus it was that m 
the last year 416 , 0001 . was paid on this 
account beyond what ought to fall within 
the year; I am therefore justified in add- 
ing that sum to the amount o/ the perma¬ 
nent taxes of last year. But that is not 
sufficient to ascertain whether the perma¬ 
nent taxes wilt be affected by the war 
taxes. I wish now to compare the year 
ending the 5th of Jan. 1803, with that 
euding the 5th of Jan. 1804, deducting all 
the taxes imposed in 1802 and IS 03 , a$ I 
wish the comparison to be exclusive of 
them. The permanent taxes amounted 
on the 5th of Jan. 1803, to 28,209,0001. 
and on the 5th of Jan. 1804, to 30,676,0001, 
deducting the duties imposed in. 1802 , 
which were 1,957,0001. and those imposed 
in 1803, which, including the former, 
amounted to 4,782,0001. the account will 
stand thus. Total amount of the perma¬ 
nent taxes in ,fhe year ending 5 th of Jan. 
1303, $6,252,0001. in the year ending tho 
5th of Jan. 1804, with the addition of the 
drawbacks I have alluded to, 26 ^ 69 , 000 L 
exceeding the last year in the whole 
amount of the permanent taxes. In ad¬ 
dition to this, I might state a further sum** 
in . consequence of the outstanding excise 
and customs, on the 5 th of Jan. 1804* 
from the whole of which I am justified m 
saying, that the produce of the permanent 
taxesis increased. There is tio indication 
6 jf their having suffered by the pressure of 
the present war;, and we have, besides* 
the experience of the last war, during 
which the. increase of the permanent tsnm 
arrived; at an unexampled height, by mean* 
of measures adopted by ParliattM^i^ 
which not only added to the resources of 
the, cotmtiy,, what they ibemaelve* pro¬ 
duced, but also invigorated every other 
part pi our financial system; ' tkmk aiated 
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the system the home entered into last $es~ l 
eion, and for the purpose of encouraging I 
and imploring them to adhere to it stea- 1 
as a solid basis of public credit* a 
lure ground of confidence at borne* and 
of respect abroad* which must have the 
effect of shortening the contest in which 
we are engaged, from the conviction which 
it tnust produce, that our finances are not 
lo be exhausted either by the enemy's hos¬ 
tility* continue how long it may, or by 
the magnitude of our own exertions.~ 

Having made these few preliminary obser¬ 
vations* I now proceed to state the supply 
lad ways and means of the present year. 

SUPPLY. 

Navy (exclusive of 325,0001. 

11,715,000 

15,256,000 
S,837,100 

-19,143,000 


ordnance sea serrice) 


Ordnance (England) 

>•* (Irelaal) - 

Vote of credit, including 
300,0001. for Ireland * 
Miscellaneous (England) in¬ 
cluding 40,0001. for ser- 
, Vices not yet voted • 
EKttfo (Ireland), including 
50,0001. to be voted for 
civil contingencies • 

Irish permanent grants » 


3,693,000 

369,000 


4,062,000 

3*500,000 


617,000 


366,000 


883,000 

400,000 


Joint charge for England and Ireland 38,703,000 
Add England separate charges. 

Toutonese ships - - 365,000 

deficiency of malt duty - 115,000 

American awards - - 412,000 

Exchequer bills, V. C. 1803 1,500,000 

— 3,292,000 


Total supplies 40*995,000 

SUVCT OK ACCOUNT Of IRELAND. 

8-17tht of the above sum of 
38,703,0001. - - 4,553,294 

3-irths of 1446*0431. for 
ClVifi&t an doth erC barges 
on the Consolidated Fund, 
su>t relating to the Public 
; Debt . - 158458 


teaving to be provided on 
Account of G. Britain 


4,711,650 


l$5f 

• 1,500,000 

. 5,000,000 

a 

9,500*000 

, WAYS AND MEA1T9* 

I come now to the ways and means for 
raising the supply* which are as follow 
malt duty, already voted, 750,0001.; duty 
on pensions* offices* &c. 2,090,0001.; sur¬ 
plus of ways and xpeans 1803, already 
voted* 1,370,0001. ; war taxes, arising 
from the customs and excise, 8,200,0001. 

I think it necessary to state, as some ob¬ 
jections may be started to the estimated 
amount of the property tax, that it is 
calculated* not according to the full pro-' 
duce of two years, which, at 4,800,0001. 
each year, would produce in two years 
9,600,0001. I deduct from the produce 
of two years what is now received, 
363,0001. and the probable arrears, 5th of 
April 1805, 2,000,0001. and thus dimi¬ 
nish the amount on the whole 9,600*0001. 
by a deduction of 2,363,0001. 1 calcu¬ 

late, therefore, on a produce from this 
tax* on the 5th of April, 1805, of 7,237,0001. 
but shall take it at a round sum of 
7*000,0001. I see no reason to doubt its 
realising this statement, which I lock upon 
as extremely moderate. This, added to 
8,200*0001. amount of war taxes on cus¬ 
toms and excise, will give towards the 
supply of the year, 15,200,0001. Deduct 
76*0,0001. to complete the grant of 1803, 
there will remain an amount of duties 
arising from customs, excise, and pro¬ 
perty, of 14,440,0001. which may be cal¬ 
culated upon as the probable produce of 
the war taxes on the 5th of April* 1805. 

KEW TAXES. 

If the house feels the benefit of the sys¬ 
tem adopted last-year, I hope it will not 
be disinclined to invigorate the war taxes 
by an addition of 1,000*0001. It will be 
recollected by the committee, that in the 
WAVS and means of last year, a duty of 
201. per ton was proposed to be laid on 
wine; but, in consequence of representa- 


* I will here, with .the permission of the 
committee* re-st&te what 1 have on a for 
iher occasion on the subject of excbdqubr 
bills outstanding* exclusivnof 3,006,QpOl, 
in the possession pf .the Bank* y> pay for 
the renews! of the carter in iBQ$. - 

Oft Ai<U1304, *5 be rtpltctd by 
'' 0 , like mewum Aids, 1805 * 

far set 43 ca* 36, part ■ . 

^4;QC0,<W#i wT* . $,000*008 


lions* it was deemed proper to reduce it 
- 36,283*3481 to 121. The duty* however, continued to 
be charged to the individual in proportion 
to the original proposition* The effect of 
the original proposition would be only to 
charge a duty of 4d. a bottle, and that 
duty had, In point of fact, been charged 
on the consumer, though only 12l. a tun 
had been laid on by Parliament. I now 
* I propose to charge the original duty df 
2&1* per tun, which would yield an addir 
tion of 200,000b 1 also propose an addi* 
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lion of 12 J per cent, on all imports, ex* 
elusive of tea, wine, and cotton wool; 
and as an additional duty on sweets is 
necessary, being the material from which 
British wines arc manufactured; but it is 
thought better to charge that duty on the 
raw material. I would also propose a 
double duty on raisins, as countervailing 
the wine duty. The addition horn the 
whole of these sources will be 800,0001. 
making, with the ‘200,0001. already stated, 
au addition of 1,000,0001. to the war 
taxes, which will raise their aniouut from 
14,440,0001. to 15,440,0001. on the 5lh 
of April, 1805. That cannot be calcu¬ 
lated lor every year. It is necessary to 
deduct from it the difference between the 
probable annual produce of the property 
tax, and the 7,000,0001. which I assume it 
will produce on the 5th of April, 1805. 

suari.ns of consolidated fund. 

T come now to the surplus of the Con¬ 
solidated Fund, which I estimate at 
5,000,0001. on the 5th of April, 1805. 

I shall be ready, when called upon, to 
state why I do not take it at so large an 
amount as in the last year, and why^ it 
maybe fairly taken at 5,000,000). 'I he 
house is aware that the produce of the 
Consolidated Fund for the last year was 
calculated at 6,500,0001. but, in fact, it 
realized only 5,100,0001; in 5 quarters it 
had produced 6,100,0001, but in the 3 
quarteis following, it fell below what 1 
estimated it at. i see no reason to impute 
blame to myself for having, upon these 
grounds, called upon the house to vote 
6,500,0001. I detailed my reasons to tr.e 
house, and the house approved of them. 

I could shew, beyond a doubt, that the 
deficiency from the amount voted, has 
aiisen from the suspension of the pay¬ 
ment of certain duties, and the inciease 
of drawbacks, the amount of which may 
very fairly be added to the surplus ot the 
Consolidated Fund. I look forward to a 
probable amount next year of 5,000,0001. 

I will add to these what is usual as a part 
of the ways and means, a lottery, the pro¬ 
fits of which will be 250,000b A vote of 
credit, G. Britain, 1,700,0001.; Ireland, 
800,0001s making together 2,500,0001. for 
the united kingdom; and lastly, a loan, 
concluded for this day, ten millions for 
the service pf G. Britain, making alto¬ 
gether for the united kingdom 36,510,0001. 
being an excess of ways and means above 
what was wanted for the supply of 
273,0001, 

Vox,. II, 


| LOAN., ‘ 

j I come now, Sir, to state the terms on 
| which 1 have this day closed an agreement 
with some of the most respectable monied 
gentlemen, The amount of the present 
Joan for the united service of G* Britain 
and Ireland, is I4f millions. For the se¬ 
parate service of G. Britain, the amount 
is 10 millions. It was proposed, then, 
that the contract should be in the $ per 
cent, consols, when the agreement was 
thus made: 4001 . three per cent, reduced, 
and 821. three per cent, consols, for 1001. 
money, making a capital in the reduced 
10 millions, and in the consols 8,200,0001. 
with the usual bonus of 5 per cent, dis¬ 
count for prompt payment.—l hope, Sir, 
that the terms of this agreement will prove 
satisfactory to the house, whilst the readi¬ 
ness with which gent, who have great stake 
in the country have come forward, and 
the facility with which the bargain has 
been made, will evince that the credit of 
this country stands high, and holds out a 
fair prospect of its continuing so to do. 
The amount of the interest to be provided 
for will be 550,000i.; to this add for the 
charge of management, S0,0f)0L and the 
1 per cent, stock created for the redemp¬ 
tion, 106 , 1001 . requiring, in the whole, 

1 provision to be made for an interest of 
736,1901.—I now proceed to state to the 
committee the mode proposed for raising 
the sum requisite for discharging this in¬ 
terest. In the course of the last session, 
arrangements were made for consolidating 
some of the leading branches of the pub¬ 
lic revenue in the excise, customs,, and 
assessed taxes ; but it was found impossi¬ 
ble, at that time, t6 apply them to the 
article of stamps. From this source, 
therefore, I hope, that without any con¬ 
siderable pressure being felt, a provision 
may be made to obtain a sum sufficiently 
large to answer the new demands on the 
public purse. I propose, then, to impose 
additional duties upon stamps, already 
chargeable on legal proceedings, and on 
the transfer of property. Great inconve¬ 
nience has already been felt from the va¬ 
riety of stamps already in use; their uum- 
ber is stated to exceed 300, and owing to 
this multiplicity, the mode of applying 
them is not well understood. It is pro-, 
posed* then, to reduce and class them 
into about thirty, whilst, by giving fa&liiy 
to proceedings in the courts of justice, by 
certain arrangements, I hope to be able, 
in a great measure, tp countervail any 
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pressure that may be produced by an ad- 1 
dition of taxes . It h of importance not 
to propose any considerable addition ot 
duty*, tor whatever can alleviate the ex- 
pences incurred in courts of justice, must 
be a matter of great public advantage, 
and therefore, to stamps of this descrip¬ 
tion, I do not propose any considerable 
addition. With respect to stamps for the 
security and transfer of property, I am ot 
opinion that a considerable augmentation 
of revenue may be derived. At present, 
the stamps are comparatively high on the 
transfer of property of small amount ; but 
the instrument ought to bear some rela¬ 
tion to the value of the pioporty. My 
hope is, that all the nitriracics which at 
present prevail in this branch Of public 
revenue, may be obviated, and at the 
same lime an additional revenue of 
8r00,000b limy be obtained. This, then, 
appears to be in itself a lit subject lor 
. taxation, whilst it will cover the interest 
and contingent expenees of the present 
loan ; and I would farther stale to the 
qommillee, that after the most attentive 
consideration which has been given to this 
subject -by able men, I ft; i confident that 
a very considerable addition to the reve¬ 
nue may be obtained, with the concomi¬ 
tant advantage of affording great facility 
to the public.—1 will now only farther 
trespass upon the time ami attention of the 
committee by recapitulating the amount 
of the supplies which have been voted ; 


Navy, exclusive of 325,000 Ordnance Sea 


Service 

- 

i L,715,000 

Army,(G. Britain) - 1 

(Ireland) 

.5,25f>,n{jo 


3,007,000 

-19,143,000 

Ordnance (G. Britain) 
(Ireland) 

3,093.000 


369,000 



~-—— 

■ 4,062,000 

Vote of credit. Including 000,0001 for 


Ireland 

-* 

2,000,000 

Miscellaneous (Tlngl.nxl) in¬ 
cluding 40,0001. tor set- 

vice* not yd voted 

617.000 


Ditto ii eland, including 
.50,0001. to be voted tor 

Civil Contingencies 

266,000 


> 


— 335,000 

Irish Permanent Grants 


100,000 

Jojnt charge for G. Biitain and Ireland 

33,7 03,000 


Add separate charges for England. ' ‘ 
Toutoacse ships - - j?d>,0on 

Deficiency of malt duty, 1802 11.5,01)0 # 

America awards - - 412 00A # * 

fcxcfc^uer bills, 1803 1,.500,000 

, ' —-2,292,000 

Total supplies - 40,995*000 


Deduct on account, of Ireland 
Leaving on account of C. Biitain 


4,711,052 



WAVS AND MEANS. 
Malt duty - - 

Duty on pensions, oHWs, Arc. 

Surplus of wd) s and in'Miis, 1B03 
War tastes - 

Surplus Consolidated Fund to 5th Apti 1 , 

urn - 

Lnrteiy - 

Loan - 


750,000 
2,000,000 
1,370,000 
J 5,140,000 

5 , 000,000 

S?jO,0OO 

10,000,000 


Malting in all On,.’>10,000 

The committee will observe, tint though 
in the |.re>tirt instance, the uu^.s.aud 
menus do not accomplish the ubp-ct of pre¬ 
venting all act 1 emulation o! debt, the ac- 
ct\ c aon this sear will be under 4,000,000b 
But the committee will undent and, that if 
they should adopt the piovnoji which l 
have placed under linn consult. :*• am, 
there will be \va>» and hhmih sutlicieui to 
met v.hal I n/iisidt’t the u‘ t;r i r) c amount 
oi tlv‘ was c,m\ ii< o, uidepiliaaei of any 
unfoie&pco on such a- u»aiis or suh- 

sidi v, leaving < w\ ot consult ration, what 
is te.npoKtrv, and adapt mg th(' system to 
what b pf imaneiit. If the system winch I 
recommend be adopted and comm 
and if ],000,0001. be added u the ** ,„r 
taxes, mid the war should < mu n e u ,i 
\ears, with the accumulation t i thn . 
in the bunds ol the commis* iow< *> Ii-i ti.u 
! eduction ot the national d< i f , we u u l 
Luxe arnvO'l at the end of ihei-t, d yf :us it 
a pouir, wiieu till addition to the pi.. 412 
debt will ctsim, and tin, debt win he * m- 
lii'jhit.g even under oar pie cut r\p>iM ■ 

'I hus we ."huli have to earr^ on the urn- 
lest, if it rhouhl k< illume layouts that pe- 
jliod, under tlie cmunnsl c* of a duiu- 
iiiitum rather than an mu else of debt. I 
am encouraged, besides, to hope ior a 
himnuuuii in several Luaudu-s of die pub- 
hc ( xpcmhli.i e, in those of o* dininu-, bar¬ 
racks, and charges for volumens, In the 
present year, the sum jccpiired fc.r thc»o 
services was 7/>7f),i)oOL The cnce of 
the ordnance m 1J*00 was 2,0 MS ,000 b ; m 
I801,2,0()fb00ob; llnsyuiritisMop'hoCOl. 
being an excess of l,d.5d,00()l. This, I 
conless, is a very cousideiable excess, but 
it arose from causes of unavoidable, though 
temporary necessity. For the purchase of 
arms in particular 6* or 700 , 0001 , have been 
expended. But so large a distribution 
having been made, and the arsenals being 
now supplied, it is not likely that the ex¬ 
penditure under this head will hereafter be 
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m considerable. With respect to the ex- 
fences under the head of volunteers, u con¬ 
siderable diminution will take place in this 
bianch ako. The expence of volunteers 
in J SOU, was 574,0001,; in 1801,6*00,000!.; J 
an i in the present year. 1,800,0001. In 
tin: next year it will be for the wisdom nt 
the lujuise to determine whether, in the j 
improved state of discipline to which they i 
shall then have attained, it will continue 
u> atlord the same allowance as before. 
3!ut at least there will be *a icdurtion in 
the aitide ot ch-thing, as it is given for 3 ! 
year 4 ', unle.s the house shall be of opi¬ 
nion to aliei its arrangements on tins 
point. With respect to Barracks, the ex¬ 
ponce under this head, was in the year 
hSOO, 479,0001.; in 1801, 405,0001.'; in 
the prese nt year, 2,183,0001. In this de¬ 
partment, a very considerable diminution 
cannot fail to take place, unless there eon- 
tinues a necessity for the extension of the 
barrack, system, which is not likely to 
happen. I the le lb re contend, that the 
ways and means which I have staled, con¬ 
tain provisions lor the probable charges ot 
the country, and if the war should conti¬ 
nue lor 3 years, that they will be sufficient 
to support our present ex ponces undimi- 
nibbed, at a point at winch our debt would 
dimmish instead of increasing, without 
impairing our means of carrying on the 
contest. I congratulate the house and the 
countiy on these unquestionable proofs of 
our ability to contend with our present 
difficulties. The present tdilation of the 
country affords a grand display of public 
spoil, opulence, freedom, and power. On 
the combined effect, of these blessings I 
rely for the sufficiency of our means to ! 
main! tin. single-handed, the contest in 
so jn>t a cause, a* long as the domineering 
spirit, the unbridled ambition, and the 
implacable animosity of the enemy, shall 
render it necessary lor us to continue it.— 
'flic right lion. gent, then concluded with 
moving, kl that towards raising the supply 
granted to his Majesty, it is the opinion of 
this committee, that 14,500,0001. be 
raised by way of annuities, of which 10 
mil lion s to be charged oil the part of G, 
Britain, and 4,500,0001. on the part of 
Ireland," The resolution was put and car¬ 
ried: after which the several other reso¬ 
lutions, agreeably to the foregoing state¬ 
ment, were put and carried.—The house 
being resumed, 

Mr. Fox said, that it was not for the 
purpose of making any opposition to the 


| financial statement of the right hon. gent* 
/ that he now rose. What he wished to ad-*, 
< vert to , respected the motion which he had 
given notice to bring before the house on 
Wednesday next. He said he had learnt 
from persons who were well skilled in the 
state of the public concerns, that this was 
not themyst proper time for discussing the 
affairs of the country ; and he had just un¬ 
derstood that an important motion to that 
effect, which was to have cpme on in ano* 
tbor place that same evening, had been put 
off, in consequence of a suggestion from a 
noble lord in o/Iice. The reasons for such 
a postponement must, undoubtedly,* be 
well known to his Majesty's ministers; 
what he wished now, therefore, to know 
was, whether the same reasons existed 
against his bringing forward the motion of 
which he had given notice for Wednesday 
next? Tins, he asked, not so*much as a 
matter of convenience to himself; but he 
thought that it was also a matter of im¬ 
portance for the house to know whether 
there was the same intention on the part 
of las Majesty's ministers, of postponing 
discussions of that nature for any number 
of days ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that the same considerations which induced 
the postponement of the motion alluded to, 
undoubtedly applied to similar proceedings 
m this house, and upon those grounds he 
hoped the hon. gent, would not be un¬ 
willing to abstain tram bringing forward 
the subject for which be had given notice 
for Wednesday, under the present circum¬ 
stances. lie could assure tiie hon. gent 
and the house, that his Majesty’s ministers 
would also avoid submitting any measure 
that could have a tendency to provoke the 
least difference of opinion. 

Mr. Fox acquiesced in the wish expressed 
by the right, hon. gent, and accordingly 
postponed, sine die , his notice respecting 
the orders given for transports to convey 
the Hanoverian troops to this country, 
which stood for Wednesday ; at the same 
time he expressed his hope, that the motive 
for the delay proposed by ministers would 
not long continue. When it should cease, 
he begged it to be understood,, that he 
should hold himself entitled to the right of 
priority. 

Lord Grenville Levcson Gower asked, 
wTiether it was the intention of ministers to 
move* the postponement of the order of 
the day which stood for to-morrow, reta-w 
tive to the army of reserve suspension bill ? 
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Mr. Secretary Yarise answered in the af- 
firm alive, but observed, that be hoped 
there would be no objection u> enter into 
the consideration of the amendments made 
hy the Lords in the Volunteer Consoli¬ 
dation bill. 

•"* Lord Pore he $ ter* on the grounds allud¬ 
ed to, consented to postpone t^ci rnotiun 
of which lie had given notice, with respect 
to the dates of 'the orders sent out to 
India at the commencement of the war. 

Mr. Cakraft also felt it his duty to post¬ 
pone his notice respecting additional al¬ 
lowance of pay and clou thing to the vo¬ 
lunteers, and took occasion to submit to 
the right lion, the Secretary of State, whe¬ 
ther, as the volunteer consolidation bill 
was a measure upon which considerable 
difference of opinion existed, it was not of 
that class of proceedings, which ought also 
to be postponed at least till Friday ? 

Mr. Yorke said, he had no wish at all 
about it. The house then resumed, and 
the report was ordered to be brought up 
to*morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, May 1. 

[Minutes.] —Counsel were heard in 
continuation, relative to the appeal from 
Chancery, Richardson, v. the University 
of Cambridge, viz. Mr. Attorney General, 
and Mr. Richards, cm the part of the re¬ 
spondents. The farther hearing of the case 
was adjourned till Friday.—'1 he Karl of 
Suffolk observed, he had to call their 
Lordships’ attention to a circumstance of 
the greatest importance, and worthy the 
serious consideration of parliament, who¬ 
ever may be minister; he alluded to the 
volunteers; many corps of which were 
how calling out into permanent service, 
but they were called out, without any fixed 
arrangement or plan with respect to their 
discipline or command. lie thought a 
regular system, with respect to those 
points should be adopted, in order to ren- 
( der the corps duly effective; it vras his in¬ 
tention yesterday to have submitted a mo¬ 
tion on this head had an opportunity of¬ 
fered. His lordship merely referred to his 
intended proposition of yesterday, which 
* went to the establishment of a regular sys¬ 
tem for the discipline of suejr vqjunteer 
corps as may be called out, and to the«ap- 
pointment of officers to commaucl them, 
„ &c. The noble earl mdde no motion in 
’ the present instance,—The Marquis of 


Sligo presented petitions from the Earl of 
Belmort's and certain other Irish peers, 
respecting the exercise ol their right oi 
voting, &x.; which wore ordered to be 
referred to the committee of privileges.— 
Lord Hobait stated, that understanding it 
would be productive of considerable in¬ 
convenience, should he bring forward the 
proceeding to-moirow, of which he yes¬ 
terday gnu* notice, he would therefoie 
propose, tliut tin* order fer&umninnmg their 
I louibhips lor \Yednesdny be discharged, 
for the purpose of renewing it for Thurs»- 
, d,iv. Having moved to tins effect, it was 
ordered accordingly.—Their lordship*, in 
a committee of the whole house, went 
through the two Exchequer bills, the 
lush Militia Officers', and other bills, 
which worn severally reported, and order¬ 
ed to he‘read a third time to-morrow.— 
The other bills be lore the house were foi- 
warded in their respective stages.—Mr. 
Althorpe, from the Commissioners of the 
Tliarnes Navigation, presented, an Account 
of the receipts and disbursements for lh<3 
year 1803 ; which was ordered to lie upon 
the table. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, May 1 . 

At four o'clock, the Speaker proceeded 
to count the house, when finding that there 
were not 40 members present, an adjourn¬ 
ment consequently took place till to¬ 
morrow. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, May 2. 

[Minutes.] —Co un sel wc r e fi n ally b ear d 
relative to the Scotch Appeal, Hunter, &c. 
v* the Earl of lvinuoul and others, viz. Mr. 
Alexander on the part of the respondents, 
and Mr. Romilly, for the appellants, in 
reply. * On the suggestion of the Lord 
Chancellor, judgment was postponed till 
Monday next.—The various bills before 
the house were forwarded in their respec¬ 
tive stages. Among these, the Exche¬ 
quer Bills'bill, the Militia Adjutants, and 
the Newfoundland Ships bills were read a 
third time and passed; and messages sent 
to acquaint the Commons therewith.—The 
farther consideration of the claim to the 
Ross Peerage, which stood for to-morrow, 
was postponed till Tuesday.—Mr. Owen, 
from the East-India House, presented co¬ 
pies of the Dispatches sent to the Officers 
commanding at the island of St. Helena, 
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relative to his Majesty’s message of the 8th 
Match, and to the subsequent rupture 
with France, These documents were, on 
the mutiou of Lord Walsinghaui, ordered 
to be printed.—borne private business was 
then disposed of, and the house adjourned 
till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday , May 2, 

[Minutes.] —The report of the Budget 
was brought up. An amendment was made, 
altering ihe date ot payment for one in¬ 
stalment of Lhe Loan irom the *21st to the 
20th. The resolutions were all agreed to, 
and bills ordered accordingly,—Mr. White 
reported from the Stirling Election Com¬ 
mittee, that the following names appeared 
upon the reduced list: John Osborne, Esq. 
The Right lion. CL Rose, T. Thornton, 
Js. Earquhur, ]>q. F. Gregor, Esq, J. 
Duller (ot Exeter), Esq. Sir IL Feel, Bart. 
l)ci\id Pearson, Esq. 'lhe lion. G. II. L. 
Dumbs, W. Dickinson, Esq. T. lbbing- 
ton, Esq, C. WAV. Wynne, Esq. Sir C. Tal¬ 
bot. Nominees, Thomas Orcevey, Esq. 
mid James Graham, Esq.—The considera¬ 
tion of the motion respecting the Officers* 
serving in India, was postponed to to-mor¬ 
row.—The motion on the Slave Trade was 
deferred till next week,—The report on the 
Lords amendments to the Volunteers’ bill, 
was put off till Monday.—The Aylesbury 
Election bill till Friday, the motion rei 
spec ting Prize Agency till Monday, the 
Liskeard Election Committee till to-mor¬ 
row se’nnight, the Irish Public Accounts 
bill till to-morrow, the consideration of 
Vhe Irish Linen Trade Petition till Tues¬ 
day next, and the Army of Reserve Sus¬ 
pension bill till to-morrow.—On the mo¬ 
tion of Mr. Foster, it was ordered, that the 
Committee to whom the course of Ex. 
change with Ireland had been referred, 
should have leave to report their minutes 
to the house from time to time,—A mes¬ 
sage was brought down from the Lords, 
winch staled that their Lordships had 
agreed to the tw r a Loan bills, the Militia 
Clothing bill, the Militia Subalterns’ Al¬ 
lowance bill, the Newfoundland Ships’bill, 
the City of Dublin Watch bill, and three 
others of a private nature.—Mr* Williams 
presented the 6th report of the Committee 
of Naval Inquiry, which was ordered to be 
printed and to lie on the table.—Accounts 
were presented from the office of Inspector 
General of Imports and Exports, which 


180 ^i^pefinct of the Country. |064 

were also ordered to be printed and to lie 
on tiie table.—Mr, Irving, Inspector Ger 
neral of the Imports arid Exports, pre¬ 
sented, o An Account of British and Irish 
Linens exported from G. Britain, distio- 
guisbmg the Linens manufactured in G. 
Britain and Ireland respectively, from the 
Union to the 5th Jan. 1804, and distin¬ 
guishing each year;” and also, “ An Ac¬ 
count of the quantity of lyialtcarried coast- 
ways from England to Scotland, and from. 
Scotland to England, in 6 years, ending 
5th Jan. 1804, and of the rate and amount 
of the Duties paid iheieon, distinguishing 
each yearand also, “ An Account of 
all Malt charged with duty m Scotland, 
m 6 years, ending 5th Jan. 180+, and the 
rate and amount of duties paid thereon;’* 
and also, 44 An Account of all Strong Beer, 
'Fable Beer, and Small Beer, charged with 
J) u t y ln S c o 11 an d, i n 6 y ears, end i ng 5 tb J an. 
1804*, with the rate and amount of Duties 
thereon;” and also, “ An Account ©fall 
Clover Seed exported and imported during - 
the last 7 years, ending the 5th Jan. 1804/' 
Ordered to lie upon the table, 'and be 
printed.—SirG* Cornewall presented a pe¬ 
tition irom the Debtors confined in Here¬ 
ford Gaol, praying relief. Ordered to Ini 
on the table.—Two petitions were pre¬ 
sented against the Hants, Sussex, and Dor¬ 
set Insurance bill. Ordered to be taken 
into consideration on the second reading 
of the bill.—Adjourned. 

-as- - — . _■ .■ - ■ 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday , May 3. 

' [Minutes.]— Previous to the transac¬ 
tion of the public business, a Committee of 
Privileges sat, in which some proceedings 
took place relative to the petitions of Lord 
Rosstnore, and other Irish Peers.—-The 
Royal assent was given, by commission, to 
sixteen public and 33 private or local bills; 
the Commissioners were, the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, Lord Walsingham, and Lord Auck¬ 
land.—The house then adjourned during 
pleasure; and after a short interval, the 
Lord Chancellor again took his seat on the 
woolsack. 

[Defence of the Country.]— The 
Marquis of Stafford , on seeing the noble 
sec. of state in his place, expressed his 
wish to be informed, whether the same 
^cau*ses existed Which on a former evening 
induced the noble lord to require of him 
to postpone a motion of considerable im¬ 
portance which he then intended to make, 
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In case the same causes still prevailed, it ing and improper to tlirovv any irnpedi- 
wns his intention to propost:* that its con- meat in the way of Ilia paternal exertions, 
sidcratiou should be farther postponed till Ijkil, was it lair, was it open or candid, 
Monday. * • that this gradt* mg circumstance should l>e 

Lord TTawkexbury declared, that the same concealed from that home and from ti 
reasons which had induced him on a for- people in general ? Was it proper that no 
mer night to apply to the noble marquis 1 o dLeh>surc of a matter so great: and im- 
postpone his motion, operated at tins mo- port.mt should be made, but that the post- 
litent. lie therefore hoped that the noble ponrment of measures of the last moment 
marquis would again postpone his motion, ohould be grounded on causes which could 
Should he insist on bringing it, forward, the not be revealed? Under tins impression, 
noble lord would unquestionably be ready and on tlie understanding, expressed bv 
to meet the discussion; blit, as lie had al- the noble lord who spoke last, ho agreed 
ready said, causes existed which rendered that the motion of the noble marquis be 
th6 agitating any business of importance postponed till* Monday. If no satisfac- 
improper at present. tory declaration; however, were then made. 

Lord Meli'Mc said, that nothing was he, for one, should esteem it his duty, and 
farther from his intention than to give anv the duty of the house, to oppose any far- 
unnecessary tremble to thiMmbie see. of state ther postponement of the motion.—The 
or to the house. If, however, ministers did ord'T for Fiiday was then read and dis- 
nOt chuse to Explain what were the obsta- charged, and on the motion of the Mar¬ 
ch's to the discussion of the important quis of Slulford, was ordered to stand for 
Question intended to be brought forward Monday. 

by the motion of the noble marquis, or [Vote of Thavks to the Army in 
what were the causes which rendered u Ix iha.]--T he order of the dav for a vote 
postponement of that motion advisable, he of thanks to Marquis Wellesley, and to 
must be allowed, in agreeing to the desire the other civil and military officers in In- 
of the noble see. of state, to put his own ,dia, and to our to ices there, for their 
interpretation on those obstacles or causes gieat Real and courage manifested in our 
of delay. Hi* begged it, there foie, to be late budci ss.es m Indiabeing lead, 
understood that, in consenting to the up- Lord Hobart rose to move* a vote of 
plication of the noble sec. he proceeded on thanks from that bourn to those gallant 
un impression that the causes for postpon- oliicers, and to the non-commissioned offi. 
ing any measure of importance which were cers and privates who had so zealously 
generally at this moment stated to be the supported the cause and contributed to 
true cause of delay, were those which a<> the gloiy of this country in the Last In- 
tually operated in inducing the noble sec. dies. In moving this vote, he did not 
to apply for having tlie motion of the noble mean to extend It to the policy of the 
marquis postponed. Under this impression war, but merely to confine it to the niili- 
be should agree to the delay proposed.— tary successes with which, in its operation. 
The question being about to be put, it had been crowned. Neither was it his 

Lord Grenville rose, and stated, that lie intention to confine the vole of thanks to 
heartily agreed in what had fallen from the noble governor-general, but to extend 
life noble lord who spoke last. If causes it to the other civil and military governors 
similar to those which were generally un- in the different establishments, and to the 
derstood to exist did operate al present, he officers, non-coumiisbioned officers, and 
should agree with that noble lord, on the privates in our armies. Ills loidship then 
precise understanding that these were the went through an enumeration of the dif- 
actual causes of delay, in concurring in farent splendid successes which our troops 
the proposed postponement of the motion, had experienced in that quailer, which, 

If it was true that bis Majesty was at this he said, might more reasonably have been 
moment employed in exercising that pa- expected to have been performed in three 
tfcmnl care over his people, which was ge- campaigns than in three months. He said 
nerally understood to engage his attention ; he was the'less inclined to trouble their 
if he was endeavouring to mbel their lordships at length upon the subject, not 
wishes, and in the most effectual way to only from his confidence that what he 
provide for their safety and independence, should have to propose would meet the 
.by fomuug a better administration of af~ unanimous sense of every lord present, but 
fairs, it would indeed be highly unbecom- from the consideration that there were 
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others present better qualified to do jus¬ 
tice to the subject than himself, and who 
would doubtless deliver their sentiments- 
upon the occasion. In illustration of the 
brilliant and unprecedented success of the 
campaign, his lordship read an extract 
from an authentic document, which speci¬ 
fied the fortresses taken by the British ar¬ 
mies, and the number of pieces of ord¬ 
nance 1 , of different descriptions, together 
with the quantity of military stores, taken 
in the interval of a few months; the noble 
lord did not enter into the consideration 
of the political part of the noble marquis's 
conduct m these respects, as the inkmna- 
tion which would enable their lordships to 
form a correct opinion upon that head, 
was nut then he foie the home, lie con¬ 
cluded b) moving, “ that the thanks *?► 
, this hou.v* be given to the Mo^t N • civ 
Richard Marquis Wellesley, Gomu mu¬ 
ch neral, for the zeal, and anutv 

inuniicsleri by lum in the administration of 
the military resources of the British cm- 
pue m India, during the recent war in that 
country,” 

Liflrd Orenviftc rose, not t> oppose the 
motion, but to give it hib entire and hearty 
conemrcnce. lb* was glad the noble see. 
of state had lo \ 1 ha. k the consideration ol 
the polilii.il pail of due noble marquis’s 
conduct, and, on the present occasion, 
only advened*'to that winch had reference 
to (he military operations in India. Iru 
deed, such a distinction he should have 
c laimed on behalf of the governor gene¬ 
ral, as the documents of information which 
would enable their lordships to form a 
correct opinion upon the subject, were not 
yet before the house. This information 
was now in possession of ministers, and 
when it was brought foivurd, he felt con¬ 
vinced, that the muie closely or minutely 
the subject was investigated, the more 
laud able and meritorious would every part 
of his noble friend's administration of the 
affairs of India appear. Long and early 
habits of personal intercourse of friend¬ 
ship with the illustrious subject of the 
motion before their lordships, enabled him 
to know his talents, his »mformation, his 
virtues, and truly to appreciate his great 
and general merits. It was not the force 
of personal friendship or partiality im¬ 
pelled him, inexpressible ns that was, to 
speak thus of his noble friend; it was the 
thorough knowledge and firm conviction 
pf what he advanced. 11 is lordship* then, 
in order to obviate the necessity of hie 


troubling the house a second time upon 
the subject, adverted to the conduct <rf 
those who, he knew, were to be the sub* 
ject of subsequent motions, the governors 
of the other presidencies* and the truly 
gallant and ineiitonous commanders of 
the British forces in India. In consider* 
mg this part of the subject, he glanced at 
the energy and promptitude displayed by 
the governor general, in adopting suob 
measures as annihilated, within an inter¬ 
val of time incredibly short, the existence 
of two French auxiiiaiv armies in India, 
lie noticed the great and obvious improve* 
ment, of late years, in the discipline and 
tactics of the hostile troops in Indio, 
which rendered them a much more formi¬ 
dable enemy to the British, than they had 
been in former wars. The conduct of the 
| commanding officers, particularly Gen. 
Lake and Wellesley, had thmr due share 
of iijt; noble lord’s applause. They** as 
well as the British army in general, mani¬ 
fested what he always hoped would be the 
characteristic qf British armies, valour, 
military and scientific skill, and above all, 
justice and clemency in the hour of vie- 
lory, and a disposition to lighten the evils 
of that greatest of all human calamities, 
war. After expatiating upon these, and 
a variety of other topics connected with 
the subject, his lordship concluded by 
declaring his > most cordial assent to th& 
motion. 

Lord Miilgrare could not withhold his 
sentiment of approbation of the vote now 
proposed. To the exertion, skill, andL 
bravery of* the chief object of it we were 
indebte d, not for the successes which had 
attended our arms m this war merely, but 
for part of those in the last. 

Lend Melville did not wish, however 
well his sentiments had been expressed by 
other noble lords, to give a silent vote on. 
this occasion. He had the honour to en¬ 
joy a situation in the affairs of India, when 
the noble marquis, to whom the present 
vote applied, was appointed to the situa¬ 
tion in India. That noble marquis had 
the satisfaction of thinking, that his exer¬ 
tions both in the former and during tha, 
present war, had been equally meritorious; 
that he had in two different places dte* 
stroyed an immense army of the enetfiy. 
He 4*the noble viscount) was therefore ttti^ 
billing th^t a report of this vote of thanks 
should reach the noble object of it in a 
far distant part of the world, without 
knowing that his conduct was approved by 
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those tcbo had been instrumental in plac¬ 
ing him in that situation* 

Lord Hawkesbnry adder] his share of ap¬ 
plause to that of the noble lord who pre¬ 
ceded, as to the meritorious conduct of 
the noble marquis, and in terms of the 
warmest admiration, adverted to the gal- 
Jmtry displayed by the commander in 
chief in another part of the country in 
which the victories were obtained, and 
which had been alluded to by his noble 
friend. On the services performed by 
that gallant officer, he particularly com¬ 
mented and extolled, as well in India, as 
ether parts of the globe. 

The Earl of Limerick followed, and 
spoke warmly in support of the motion. 
In the course of his speech, he highly pa¬ 
negyrised the conduct of Gen. Lake, par¬ 
ticularly m America, while serving in the 
army of a noble marquis not then in his 
place. 

The Earl of Camden also strongly sup¬ 
ported the motion, and took occasion 
handsomely to descant upon the profes¬ 
sional merits of Gen. Wellesley.—The 
question was then put, and the thunks of 
the House wore voted nrm. dis. 

Lord liohutt their proposed the thanks 
of the house to Lord Clive, for his verv 
meritorious conduct as governor of Fort j 
St. George, in the late war against Tippoo 
SultaCm, ike. These were voted nrm. 
dis. —His lordship afterwards proposed the 
thanks of the house to Jonathan Duncan, 
Esq. governor of Bombay; to grnei als l <akc, 
St, John, and Wellesley; and t<> the seve¬ 
ral subordinate officers, &c. winch were 
S3verally voted, nom dis. bv their lord¬ 
ships. After which it was orduied, that 
the Lord Chancellor do transmit the same 

the governor general, tuc .—Adjourned 


BOUSE OK COMMONS. 

Thursday , Mat/ 3. 

[Minutes ]—A message bv the black 
rod, required the attendance of the house 
ia the house of lords, where the royal as¬ 
sent was given by commission to the 
8,000,0001. Exchequer Bills bill, the Ban- ; 
Iters' Indemnity bill, the Rape Seed Im- j 
portatiou bill, the British Militia Pay and 
Clothing bill, the Militia Adjutants' bill, 
the Irish Militia Offer bill, the JrishJVJi- 
litia Augmentation bill, the Irish Linen 
bill, die Priests $nd Deacons Orders.' bill, 
the ^Scotch Bank Capital Augmentation 
billy the Dublin policy* tyll* U\p Temple j 


[368 

Bar Improvement bill, and several private 
bills, with which the Speaker, on ins re¬ 
turn, acquainted the house.—Sir Edmund 
Hartopp presented a petition from the 
debtors confined in the county gaol of 
Hereford. Ordered to lie on the table. 
—Mr. Ker presented a petition from the 
linen manufacturers of Belfast and Lis¬ 
burn in Ireland, against the 4 per cent, 
duty on the exportation of linens. The 
petition stated, that the number of yards 
of linen exported from Ireland in the year 
l/yfi, exceeded 4(> millions; that the 
number exported last year was little moie 
than 37 millions, being <>,‘272,943 yards 
less than in the year 1790, and that tins 
deficiency had been occasioned by the rui¬ 
nous operations of the duty. The peti¬ 
tion was referred to the committee of the 
whole house, to which the other petitions 
on the same subject were referred.—Mr, 
Rose reported from the Stirling Election 
Committee, that the sitting member, the 
hon.«C. E. Flceming, had been (inly 
elected, and that the petition was not fri¬ 
volous nor vexatious.— Mr. Adams, from 
the Navy Board, presented, An account of 
the number of men and troops employed 
on board the fleet, from the 31?t ot Dec. 
17.93, to the loth of March, 1794; also 
from the 1,5th of March, 1803, to the 15 th 
of March, 1804. Ordered to he on the 
table. —The lord»* amendments to the East 
India Dock bill were agreed to, and Mr. 
Williams ordered to acquaint their lord- 
ships thereof.—Mr. Bunkos moved the or¬ 
der of the day for a committee of the 
whole house 011 the petition for building a 
new court house in Westminster. The 
house having resolved into the committee, 
Mr. Rose in the chair, the prayer of the 
petition was agreed to; and on the house 
being resumed, the report was received, 
and leave given tp bring in 11 bill pursuant 
to the resolution of the committee, Mr. 
Rose and Mr. Bunkos being ordered to 
prepare and bring in the same.r—Sir John 
Frederick brought up the report of the 
committee, to whom the petition for erect¬ 
ing a bridge between Staines and Egham 
had been referred. The resolutions wi re 
agreed to, and a bill ordered accordingly*. 

*—Mr Rose moved, that there be laid 
before the*house, an Abstract of the re-> 
turns that had been obtained under tire act 
of last session, for procuring returns re¬ 
lative to the ex pence and maintenance of 
the poor of England, so far as the same 
had beep ipqcte to Ui& Majesty’s see, 
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s ate. Ordered.’ — Mr. Corrv brought up the o 1 her part of the transaction, which it 
the bill for authorising the sale to Ma- was not at all ho desire to, prejudge. A1-* 
jestv and his heirs of the Archbishop of though impressed with the persuasion, that 
Dublin's pahu e m Kevin Street, Dublin, ixotuug m his power to UYge could acU 
and lor directing* the application of the v.ince the military merits of the several 
puichic'-monev, and ot other sums to officers engaged, he would not attempt to 
provide a ^e-house for his Grace, UtMd chill, the leelmgs of the country, which 
a fust time, ordered to be read a second must have been so strongly excited, and 
time.—Mr. Dillon, under the existing <ir- so highly elated, by the, narration of the 
cunvafunrcs, hoped for the permission of brilliant exploits which had been perform- 
the home to defer his motion reluir.e to ed ; exploits which owed so much to the 
the situation ot Catholics in the Iiwj mu previous arrangement and preparation of 
■ 11rift to a future dav. The hon. mem- Marquis Wellesley* Although he con* 
ber did not fix on any particular daw— ceived the wisdom of the original contnv- 
Mr, Fox rose to sav, that lie did not in- ance, and the skill and bravery of the oxe* 
tend to bring forward his motion relative cution, to be much beyond the reach of 
to the Hanoverian transports to-morrow, any panegyric he could bestow, yet there 
but that lie should postpone it till Mon- were two or three prominent features in 
day; and he widicd it to be understood, this transaction, of which ho could not 
that he did not pledge himself to bring it decline to take notice; and first, be ob* 
foj ward on that day. served that Marquis Wellesley) after hav- 

[Votk of Timnks to titk Aiimv in mg made ample provision for the security 
India.]—I. oid Castfacagh ios«», pursuant of our Indian empire, and alter having 
to notice, to propose a vote of thanks to *>ent a considerable detachment to rein* 
the Marquis \YVllcHov, anti to the olricers force our troops in Ceylon, was able to 
and soldiers concerned m achieving our bring into the field agaiust Scmdia, iVc. no‘ 
late successes m India. r I he noble lord less a force than 5, 5,000 effective men. 
accounted for the postponement of this This served to ©hew the wgoious exertions 
motion to a peiiod so long after the mlel- of the noble marquis, and the knowledge 
licence of several of the brilliant victories of the fact must be grateful to the country, 
iii that quarter had reached this country, as it afforded a proud display of the extent 
by stating, that govt, waited Tor Ihe full of our military resources in that quarter of , 
official details m order that the name the empire Anqjhef meritorious point in 
of no meritorious officer should be omit- the conducVot the govt, of India, was the 
ted; that in tins mark of distinguished ac- prompt and judicious distribution ot this 
know]e.lenient, the services of no man loix^v Iunwedlately after the rupture, the 
should be overlooked, who had u.iv claim troojfe ^commenced their Operations at dit¬ 
to participate of the honour meant lb be lei out a*d opposite points of the enemy’s 
(*onlerred by a motion of this nature, a territory, livery part of ilie plan of at- 
motion which he begged to be understood tack manifested such a degroeof skill and 
as distinctly confined to 4M military tran- arrangement on the part of Marquis WeJ- 
st* turns, horn which he wished to sepa- lesley, as pumc.ularly s entitled his lordship 
rale every thing of a or political na* to the attention of -iparliament^aud the v 
tore, every thingconndSSl with tlie cause gratitude of the country: but stfchjudg- 
and origin ot the war. 'rhrl would ibrm a meut and vigilance coultJ not excite sur- 
subject for future discussion. Whatever prise, j\luju it was ^recollected that they 
might have been the policy which prompt- were evinced by thepersonage. wh> 
vd\o the commencement of the war, lie gave such signal proof ofthe superiority of t 
felt it was clue to* tTte^rmignitucte of the Ins mind, in the detection and overthrow 
question, and to candor towards the hon.] of thrfNnvetexate en^i^of the British in- 
gent, on Ihe other side (Mr. Francis;, to terests in ludiq, late*Sovereign of the 
make it the ground of a special exminna- Mysore. Another ‘distinguished .trgit in 
lion, and not at all to blpfft^it with lh% the character of this war, the uotiid'lord 
motion he had now the honour to submit oba<?r^[ to be the time in which such im- 
to the house. From that consideration, porta^^acquisitions to the fame of our * 
therefore, he should confine himself, on arftns and*the Hcfi^ty pf,o«r empire 5 had 
the present occasion, to a military view of been obtained. It appeared'rhaw all had < 
the subject; and he would nofsall upon ,been done.htftfie space of three months, 
the house to pronounce any opinion upoiff ^J^ring #whhSi Geh s Wellesley had 
vm. rr. .. A A • ■' • * . % •_ *■. 








[37* 


•quexfed every .thing froi^Scindia in the | capable of the varieties of military evolu- 
Gu3jerat>tid the Dekan, while Gen. Lake [lion* it actually changed its position five 
liad, iqbdued an'immense tr^ct of territory different times in the course of the engage- 
in another quarter; and on the whole, menu In fact, the fate of that day was 
tfeose officers, with the oilier detach- decided by the pci fevering bravery of our 
flients of our force, bad made mow cx~ troops, and die result pul us in possession 
tensive conquests, and obtained more <ie~ J of i 00 pieces of cannon. In the battle at 
4 c'/sive Kictonrb, than could be topm! to the 30th of Novi the noble lord stated, 
have been alchievcd within the same space that Gen. Lake also bad <o contend with 
- of time in the annals at inihuiry history, a disparity of numbers, lor the force ot the 
' If the force with which our army had to enemy amounted to three or four times 
contend consisted merely ot the natives ot more than that which he commanded ; 
India, formed and arrayed as they oidi* ami, in addition lo this disadvantage, our 
narily are, our glory would not, he cam- armv, within 4 S hours before the engage- 
fessed, be by any means,so high; but it ment commenced, marched (>5 miles. The 
was to be remembered, that the Main atlas house would feel the extraordinary merit 
were a power materially dith-runt nom the winch belonged to an army that, under 
other native poueis ot India, and that in such circumstances, could conquer; and 
this instance they were nut only disciplined particularly when it was recollected, that 
but office led by Europeans. Having no- our troops left their arullcry behind them, 
ticed the sqpcess and the length of the and owed their victory to their bayonets, 
campaign, as matter equally of surprise The enemy'* army, m this engagement, the 
and triumph, the noble Lord expressed his noble lord stated to be quite familiar with 
hope that the house would excuse him tor regular discipline ; that the pettiest part 
detailing some particulars ot its progress, ot their battalions wereundes the command 
although he felt it would be impossible to of European officers ; and that their artil- 
describe it altogether in terms ol adequate lery was as well served as that of any of 
justice.. In the course of the war, there the powers engaged in the last continent 
were eight places oi great military strength tal war. In alluding to those two officers 
and importance captured by our army, and their deeds in particular, he hoped it 
four of which were taken by escalade, and would not be supposed that he meant to 
in a manner, he could venture to say, throw the other officers and their troops 
from the best information, not to sut- into the back ground, as nothing cot^Jd be 
fer by a comparison vetth the most re- more remote from Ins intention. Their 
nowned attacks of the same nature which achievements were such as, he had no 
occurred on ^ the Continent during^ the doubt, would remain forever impressed on 
last war. I he operations of our army, the annals and the feelings of their coun- 
however, were not confined to sieges or try. When calling upon the house to pro- 
storming parlies. They had equally dis- claim and record its admiration and gran¬ 
ting ui shed themselves in another species tude for such an army, the noble lord re- 
of warfare. I hey had fought no less than pcatod that he did not mean to look for 
four pitched battles, in two of which Gen. any thing that could have a tcudency to 
Wellesley commanded; in the others Gen. justify the policy of the war, and, without 
Lake. To compare the nature of these entering into its merits, would congratulate 
victories, he felt was not the way to do that house and 1 tile country on one colla- 
justice to either of the gallant officers, for tcral effect of it—that it had produced the 
there was a peculiar merit belonging to complete disorganization of the whole force 
# Gac h* Their easfe^fand the circumstances of Scindia, which had been trained up and 
connected with them were distinct and sc- organized to anttoy^ our possessions, to 
parate. The victory of the ‘23d of Sept, form a diversion m that part of our em* 
particularly honourable to the courage pire in favour of an old, jealous rival, and 
and skill of Gen. Wellesley. It was now now an inveterate enemy, whose emissaries 
known to be a fact, that with the 4500 were employed to propagate their perfidi- 
troops, he comnmtfded, he defeated agforce ous and. envenomed views among the 
not less than ten times that anfl chiefs of the Mahratta confederacy, and 

this defeat the more astonishing,,«as to communicate a knowledge of discipline 
i f 13 only fomydable to the Mahratta troops. Another sa- 

, * rom nnpber, but ft om disfpline ? it was, lut&ry effect of this war, must be to ad- 
, with tactics,* and, as„ it was^ ^awce the*military character ot our couu* 
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try; a thing, by the bye, of the utmost late war.withSeindiaand'tbe'Rajih of 
consequence in the present tinfies; for, in rar; also, that the house do attribute the 
the military age in which we live, the high result of that war in a gr£&t degree* to ihjr 
reputation of our army was essential to vigorous and comprehensive measures 
our security* It was a valuable part of adopted by the govt, of India, and to the 
our general character; and it must be system of promptitude and efficiency by 
matter of proud contemplation for the which the armies were brought into the 
country that, growing as it was in wealth, field. 

and in that luxury which was its general Mr. Francis, — Mr. Speaker; the motion , 
concomitant, no national debility had fol- made by the noble lord puts me under great 
lowed ; our people had lost nothing of the difficulty, and if it prevails, 1 think, will 
energy which uniformly characterized G. reduce the house itself to a similar difficulty , 
Britain ; on the contrary, that energy in its future proceedings on the subject of| 
seemed to improve as danger pressed, and the war in India. I shall stale it fairly as 
the laurels which our troops had collected it strikes me, and leave it to the candid 
in the course of the last war, were, by such consideration and impartial judgment of 
events as those to which he alluded on the the bouse. When I attended yesterday, jn 
present occasion, refreshed and iuvigorat- consequence of the notice given by the 
ed. The monument of fame which was noble lord, it was with an expectation* 
raided by the British army in Egypt, had well warranted by the terms in which he 
been farther exalted by the British army in gave it, that nothing was intended but a 
India. There was no part of the world particular vote of thanks, in which I should 
that had not witnessed our glory ; and was have heartily concurred, to parties and for 
it to be supposed that, if any occasion services of which he cannot think mOre 
arose, that glory would not be equally con- highly than Ido. I believed and I ex- 
spicuousat home? He felt that it would be peeled that the motion would be confined, 
a presumption in * any individual to wish as I still think it ought to be, to person* 
that such an occasion should occur—to and to actions, concerning which there ” 
express a desire for jt contest with the could be no difference of opinion, I mean 
enemy oil our own soil; but he would say the eminent gallantry and skill with which 
that, after all the pompous and insulting all the military operations against thd 
menaces of that enemy, he could trace Mahrattas appear to have been conducted, 
nothing in the state of our preparations in The memory of the brave men who have 
the spirit of parliament or the people, fallen in these conflicts, is entitled to every 
which could lead him to wish that the mark of honour which this house has the 
enemy should not come. If he should power of conferring. The services of the 
come,'sure he was, that there was no survivors have an equal claim *to the gra- 
groufid to fear for the result. It was ob- titude of their country. * Whether so many 
vious, that ’the genius of Englishmen, valuable lives have been unprofitable lost, 
which could urge to such extraordinary or in a quarrel which ought, or ought not 
exertions in distant colonies, when acted to be avowed by parliament, or whether 
upon by all the important considerations such groat exertions have been made with 
which prompt to the defence of liberty, in- a sufficient consideration of the policy, the 
dependence, family, and home, would rise justice, and the necessity of the war, are 
to exertion and glory of a still higher na- questions which it was not advisable nor in 
lure. Should that day of trial come, he any shape necessary to be brought this day 
was confident th^t our army would not be into debate. The noble lord's motion 
contented with emulating even their eoun- forces them to a discussion without neces- 
trymen who have fought in Egypt and sity, and in effect decides them without 

India, but that tjie result of the contest knowledge. The merits of the war itself 

would be the source of joy, exultation, ought to have been left untouened and en- 
ond gratitude, not only in their own coun- tire for future deliberation. By this mo- 
try, but throughout the whole civilized tion that question is prejudged ; or at least; 
world. The noble lord concluded with the use and effect of that deliberation ii * 

moving the thanks of the house to the precluded.* It is impossible for parliame$| 

Most Noble Richard Marquis Wellesley, td*>go with.a free and unbiassed ttaind t<* , 
Governor General of India/ for the zeal, examine the wisdom or the justice of a wat, 
energy, and ability, with which the military to the author and director of winch t&$y 
resources of his govt, were applied iri the ; haye already returned their thanks in such 
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exalted therms;* first for the plan, and then 
for the success of it. The noble lord has 
been V&ry cautious , as he Say$, not to 
confound the two questions. He 1ms 
drawn a line of distinction between the me¬ 
rits and services of Marquis Wellesley in 
fiis military capacity, that is, for the plan 
and operations of the war, which cannot 
be too highly applauded, and the justice 
or policy of the war itself, which, he wi)s, 
are still left open to the examination, and 
possibly to the censure of parliament, 
when the evidence comes before them, 
This I hold to be impossible in practice. 
When once this house has pronounced that 
the plan, the execution, and the success 
pf a great measure deserve your higher j 
approbation,, you cannot tread back \out¬ 
steps ; you cannot say to the same man, 
pndfer another character, as if he played 
two parts in the same, performance, that 
the principles on which he acted deseive 
your severest condemnation. 1 put the 
<ja%e as a bare possibility iu aignment, aim 
hot meaning to utter a word, or to breathe 
a thought in prejudice of that part of the 
question whivh the noble lord says is suii 
resened for a free discussion. On a for¬ 
mer Occasion, when this subject was first 
introduced, 1 flatter myself that the manner 
iu which I urged an inquiryjinto the causes of 
the war in India, existing then, and indeed 
still existing, without the knowledge of 
parliament, had given general satisfaction. 

I said not one word iu disparagement of 
Marquis Wellesley ; nor shall I now. No 
other evidence of the merit of his measures 
is within our knowledge, but that his mea¬ 
sures have succeeded. On that principle, 
in fair and honourable argument, if h:s 
measures had been defeated, we must have 
condemned him on the principle of hi.s 
conduct. The noble lord, who extols the 
care taken, and the extraordinary provi¬ 
sions made by Marquis Wellesley to guard 
against defeat and to ip&ure success, in 
ohe instance forgets himself: he says that 
one of gen. Lake’s victories was obtained 
by, a handful of men against an immense 
disparity of numbers. That, indeed, I 
allow, is saying a great deal for the skill of 
the general, and for the valour of "the 
army; but H is not saying much for the 
precautions taken, and the means furnished 
by the civil govt. Whatever* the* event 
may be, no govt, has a right \o expect, «or 
to calculate upofi the probability .that u 
'/ handful of men will succeed against a veiy 
force, In the first action undei 


j gen, Wellesley, on the other side of India, 
11 know with certainty that his army was in 
the gr( atest danger, and that it that most 
gallant charge made by our cavalry, in the 
iront of which col. Maxwell fell, had not 
succeeded, our army would m all appear¬ 
ance have been lost. I agree with the 
noble lord, that the dissolution of the 
French force umier M. du Perron, which 
was attached to the service of Sciuclia, 
may be a considerable advantage. What¬ 
ever it may be, it was i <>1 lateral and inci¬ 
dental. It 1 am rightly informed, it was 
not reduced by force, but came over to us 
by private negot iation ami agreement. The 
noble lend talks with triumph and exulta¬ 
tion of the rapid prog i ess ot our arms, and 
the immense acquisitions of teiritorywe 
have made in the (ui/zerui and elsewhere. 
Ho forgets that the positive law of this 
country, founded on the best cousideied 
pnneiples of policy and justice, and con** 
aimed by Hie advne of every man in this 
country, whose authority deserves to be 
icganied, forbids any farther acquisition of 
territory in India. Puma facie, a British 
governor, who makes war tor t*Mi acquisi¬ 
tion of territory, oireuds against the law, 
and is bound to justify hmiseii on the case 
before lie can be acquitted.—On the whole. 
Sir, it is my opinion, that tins motion of 
thanks to Marquis Wellesley, ought to be 
dtferred. 1 have no personal object to 
| obtain, or even wish to gratify, in the part 
1 have taken on this subject, unless it is 
to preserve, the consistency of my own 
chaiacfcr, and to ad hi re to the principles 
| with winch I set out m the govt, of India, 
and from which I never have departed. 
Thanks given without knowledge or deli¬ 
beration, do no honour to those who give, 
or to those who rc a ivo them. They have 
no root, and cannot live. Let the evidence 
come before us. Let the noble lord’s con¬ 
duct be examined, and then if it should 
appear that the war in which India is in-» 
volved, was not voluntarily on his part, 
that it was founded in justice and neces¬ 
sity, I shall be as ready as any man to join 
m the thanks proposed by this motion. 
The thanks of the house of commons, 
founded on due examination, and include 
ing all the considerations /hat belong to 
the question, will then proceed with dig¬ 
nity. Theif impression will be deep, and 
their effect lasting, I therefore think that 
the motion ought to be postponed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed 
with the |ion, gent* who spoke l^st, that 
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thanks without a knowledge of their being 
deserved, reflected honour neither on tin 
giver nor the loceiv^r; but he contended, 
that sufficient grounds wt.ro hud jii tin. 
instance to justify the vote proposed l 
the noble marquis. This motion, in fact, 
was sustained by the same principles upon 
which all similar votes ol thanks rested 
The house was luily apprised ol tne splen¬ 
did exploits alluded to, and it was pro¬ 
posed to ihau a. the noble marquis not m 
hts civil, but in his military capacity; not 
as governor general ol India, but as cap¬ 
tain general of the forces. To his com¬ 
bination and arrangement in that cup i- 
cily, it was known that the glorious issue 
of the campaign was, m a great ui<iHsmt\ 
to be uunbun J. As to the allusion ol 
the lion. gent. to what he called the im¬ 
prudence ol the. go'.cinor general, in ex¬ 
posing (ten. Wellesley to fight the enemy 
with such unequal uumbeis, that light was 
the result ot an accident against which no 
forebuilt could ha>o guarded; and Col. 
Stevenson was at the tune withm half a 
days march of (lit' general with a rein- 
forcernenl ot 10,000 men. Thu reference 
to the law, as lestrainmg us from extend¬ 
ing oar territory in iud’a, the right lion, 
gent, stated to be very uieoircet; as the 
act winch pushed in prescribed oulv 

that vve should not commeuce it war in 
India for the sake of conquest; but to 
maintain, that m the course of a war we 
should make no conquests that might tend 
to secure ourselves, or facilitate a peace, 
was a proposition too extravagant to be 
listened to. He professed his wish to ab¬ 
stain from any allusion to the legitimacy ol 
the war, until the house should be in pos¬ 
session of the means of fully examining I 
and fairly judging upon it; and called foi j 
the approbation ot the house to the ser- | 
vices of the noble marquis as a military j 
commander, not as a civil officer. 

Mr. fox was extremely sorry to have 
any difficulty in acceding to the present 
motion; but, in his opinion, it was in 
all reason and all argument, impossible 
that such a motion should be sanctioned. 
lie considered it a new principle to vote 
the approbation of the house to any but 
those actually engaged in the exploits, 
which it from time to time had thought 
proper to distinguish l^y that honour. It 
was, however, stated, that Marquis Wel¬ 
lesley bad set the army in motiou. He 
might have given commands to that effect, 
fc^t tf such pounection with an army were 
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to he admitted as h claim to parliamentary 
thanks, the commander in chief of tlii* 
i country would have u right to* be 
eluded in any vote for any achievement 
performed by the British army; and 
upon the same principle the Admiralty , 
should have participated of the thanks 
voted to Lord llowe and Lord St. Vin¬ 
cent, for their glorious victories in the 
com sc of the last war. He hoped the 
two question"* would be kept distinct, and 
that the execution would not be blended 
with the airangement. It was, indeed, 
contended, that all this had been done in 
the character of captain general; but was 
it a matter of doubt that the title of cap¬ 
tain general was, in this instance, entirely 
vu a-civil signification, and the person 
who filled it, however respectable in other 
points of view, was a person of a perfectly 
civil education, without any .military p,j^ 
perience whatsoever ; a person who could 
not be trusted with the command of the 
army. The noble marquis must be sen¬ 
sible of ail these things, and if the thanks 
of the house were voted to him on this 
ground, he would think tke house was 
laughing at him. He fell himself under 
the necessity, from a regard to the consist¬ 
ency of the house, and from motives of 
respect for the noble marquis, to protest 
against mixing him in tins vote. lie should 
therefore uio\e the previous question upon 
this resolution. 

Mr. }i r alluie staled, that the votes of 
thanks to the Marquis Wellesley, on the 
capture of Seringapatam, and the con¬ 
quest of the Mysore, to Lord Clive, go¬ 
vernor of Bombay, and Mr. Duncan, go- 
nernor of Bombay, for their services in 
contributing to these achievements, were 
proofs that the practice was not new. 
But whether there were precedents dr not,, 
he thought it impossible to contemplate 
victories, such as should animate every 
British breast, and to refuse tQ associate in 
the thanks which were bestowed on them, 

, the men whose wisdom and prudence had 
contributed most to them. 

Mr. Johnstone said, the vote of thanks 
to Marquis Wellesley, on the occasion al¬ 
luded to by the hon. gent, who spoke last, 
was founded on the sagacity with which he 
had discovered, and the promptitude and 
ability wjrh which he had defeated, the 
intrigues of the French and Tippoo; me¬ 
rits belonging to his civil capacity, and 
distinct from a military character. He 
feared the Mahrattaa would pirove more 
i 
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dangerous enemies, now^ that they were 
than when, by ^ mode of war¬ 
fare unused to them, they were united in 
large bodies, and ventured on pitched 
t battles: his apprehension was increased by 
the fact of there having been no intelli¬ 
gence from Gen. Wellesley for 20 clays 
before the last dispatches letfc Bombay, 
perhaps the dispersed armies, by putting 
v i)ff hi§ supplies in the hilly country into 
which he had entered, had compelled him 
to raise the siege which he had undertaken, 
and to retire with loss. If the house were 
in the- alternative of voting its thanks 
now, or being precluded from voting them 
altogether, he should concur in the vote, 
though not acquiescing in all that had 
been said in support of it. But that was 
ijot the case now: the ancient and cus¬ 
tomary mode of voting the. thanks of the 
hbuse was not immediately on each vic¬ 
tory, but at 'the qpd of the campaign, as 
was evident from a reference to the votes 
of thanks to the Duke of Marlborough. 
No mischief could arise from delay, while 
ipuch mischief arose from haste. U some¬ 
times happened, from too great precipi- 
* tanev, that a person received a vote of 
thanks, whom it was afterwards thought 
necessary to remove from his command. 
He would not mention names, but the 
case of Copenhagen must be fresh in every 
one's memory. The expedition to Hol¬ 
land was also an instance of the rashness 
pf jvoting the thanks of the house too 
hastily. On, these principles, he should 
vote for the previous question. 

Mr. IVilbcjJorce expressed hiruself in 
the warmest terms of approbation as to 
the conduct of the British troops, iu In¬ 
dia ; but at the sailie time observed, that 
he, confessed he did not like the question 
in its present shape. He could not pos¬ 
sibly bring his' mind to approve of the 
conduct of a governor general, at a time 
when the propriety or impropriety of that 
conduct was yet unascertained in the .most 
tjiateiial points. We had no knowledge 
Whatever of his reasons for going to war 
ijn the first instance, and the campaign 
had hot yet come to a termination, from 
which * general conclusion could be 
drawn* lie was as far as any man from 
thinking to, the prejudice of the noble 
lord, who bad *£> far conducted our affairs ( 
in the East with such extraordifmry"su 
«$ss *, but as there were no grounds before 
the house upon which he could be. able to 
ffig jfe fe p opinion, he could not my that the 


r greatest crimes had not been committed 
m the course of that war, or in the pro¬ 
vocation to the war. He knew that man¬ 
kind were in general too prone to ambi¬ 
tion, and too 'much gratified with adula¬ 
tion. As he was at present but groping in 
the dark, and had no means of seeing the 
whole of the question clearly before his 
eyes, he felt himself under the necessity 
of putting hypothetical cases. II it should 
# turn out, which he was far from supposing 
it probable that it would, that the gover¬ 
nor general’s conduct was extremely im¬ 
proper, that he acted with injustice towards 
the natives, or in defiance of an act of 
Parliament, was it not possible that future 
governors general might be induced to 
adopt schemes of aggrandizement, with a 
view to obtain similar honours to those 
‘which were to be conferred, in the present 
instance, on a person of whose rectitude 
he had not the smallest doubt, but as to 
the propriety of whose conduct the house 
had not the smallest means of judging* 
otherwise than as to his direction of our 
military operations so far ? War was one 
of the greatest evils that could befal man¬ 
kind, and he trusted that the house would 
pause before they gave the sanctum of 
their vote of approbation to a war, which, 
however splendid in its progress, might 
possibly afterwards appear to be unjustly 
forced upon those with whom we were con¬ 
tending. Supposing even, as he could da 
nothing else but conjecture on the subject, 
supposing that the resolution ol going ta 
war had been formed a Jong time previous 
to the commencement of hostilities, that 
would materially detract from the merit 
of the transaction; as a great portion of 
it consisted of the promptitude and ala¬ 
crity with which the whole was executed* 
lie had not the smallest hesitation in say¬ 
ing, that it was not only his hope, but 
also that it was his most firm belief, that" 
on a fuller investigation the conduct of 
the noble lord would appear to have been 
most strictly consistent with justice and 
with honour, and that it would be such as 
was highly creditable to the nation. But 
as he did not like to thank by halves, as 
it was his disposition lo be inclined to 
thank with his whole heart, he wished 
that the proposition of a vote of thank® 
had been postpone^, until he had such 
an opportunity that be could feel himself 
most conscientiously justified in giving 
his support. 

Mr, Hobltouse declared, that he was ex- 
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tremely sorry to see that any misconcep¬ 
tion should have arisen in the mind of the 
toon. gent, who had just sat down. He 
had supposed the war in India to be a war 
of aggrandizement, and he had spoken as 
if it had been in contemplation for some 
years. There were no such facts beiore 
tlife house, nor did any of the circum¬ 
stances warrant such conclusions. The 
question before the house was only di¬ 
rected to the military operations of the 
war; and though he might lament the 
evils of war in the same way as the lion, 
gent, had done, yet seeing that neither the 
justice nor the policy of the war were in¬ 
volved in the least in what was eubmiUcd 
to the house, he could not at all find 
himself justified in withholding his vole of 
thanks from the poisons who had achieved 
so much for the honour and glory of their 
country. The house had done the same 
or more in the vote of thanks to our ofri¬ 
ed s and troops at Egypt; they had re¬ 
ceived the thanks of the house for the 
manner in which they effected their land¬ 
ing, and they were afterwards thanked by 
the same house} of commons at the end of 
the campaign. The hon. gent. (Mr. Fran¬ 
cis) who lately moved for the production 
of papers relative to the affairs of India, 
had then displayed Ins usual candour. 
He was sorry to see him now prejudge 
the question. lie thought that there was 
a most strong mark of genius in the con¬ 
ception of such extensive plans, and in 
the direction of every part of the opera¬ 
tions, in such a manner as to be most 
completely in unison, notwithstanding their 
vast distance from each other. lie was 
always inclined to give praise where praise 
was justly due, aud therefore he gave his 
most hearty support to the original mo¬ 
tion. 

Mp. Wilberforce , in explanation, said, 
that he had neither spoken of the war as 
having been many years in contemplation, 
nor had he said that it was a war of ag¬ 
grandizement. Having no facts before 5 
him, upon which he might be enabled 
to argue, he had put these hypothetical 
cases, which he was sure the house would 
recollect that he had nised with a consi¬ 
derable degree of caution. 

Mr. Grey said, that he was sftrprised to 
hear the interpretation that had been given 
to the words of his hon. friend (Mr. 
Francis). From the turn which the de¬ 
bate had taken, and from the length to 
which it had been extended, he should 


, m^Pote of thanks^ 4c. |3&« 

not have troubled the house with any oh* 
starvations upon 'the subject, Were it not 
that he felt himself bound in justice to his 
hon. friend, to rise for the purpose of 
rescuing hin^ from the imputation which 
had been thrown upon him by the speech 
of an hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Hobhouse). 
Ilis hon. triend was not known at any 
time to be deficient in candour, and he 
denied that in this instance he had pre¬ 
judged the question. In the course of a 
very long and able speech which had been 
delivered by the noble lord who opened 
the debate, he had dwelt for some time 
upon the circumstance of the great acqui- 4 
siuon of territory which had been obtained 
by the late successes in India. lie would 
appeal to the house, then, if it was not 
fair for his hon. friend to answer, that 
such wars appeared, prima # facie, to be 
objects of suspicion. AJ1 wars in India, 
by which conquests may be obtained, are 
doubtful in their nature, and the house 
should see the justice of such wars before 
they proceeded to a vote of thanks. Ano¬ 
ther hon. friend of his (Mr. Johnstone) 
had also been misrepresented; he did 
suppose wot intentionally, but certainly 
he was misrepresented. He had observed 
that it had been the ancient practice of 
the house to give a vote of thanks only 
when the campaign was ended, and when 
something was seen to have been esta¬ 
blished with some degree of security by 
means of the conquests which had been 
obtained; aud he lamented that a differ¬ 
ent sort of practice had crept into the pro¬ 
ceedings of that house. To that an ex¬ 
ception was taken by another bon* mem¬ 
ber, and he had quoted*the precedent of 
the vote of thanks to our troops in Egypt. 
That could hardly be said in a serious 
manner to be among the aficient proceed** 
ipgs of that house. His hon. friend had 
declared, that he thought it to be irregular 
for the bouse to pass a vote of thanks to 
the governor general of India; in his mi¬ 
litary capacity only, as abstracted from 
any idea of his civil situation, arid in sup¬ 
port of that the vote of thanks to Gen# 
Wellesley for his conquests in the Mysore 
was referred to. He here read the wordf 
of the vote from the Journals of the house* 
the substance of which was, that the 
fypu^lTreturned him thanks for the uniform 
wisdom and moderatidh of his conduct in 
opposing the enemy; and also for the , pe¬ 
netration, ability, and vigour which he 
had displayed in counteracting the in- 
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trigues of the French* This precedent 
was equally inadequate to the support of 
the position which it was called in to 
Strengthen. Moderation must unques¬ 
tionably refer to his conduct in his civil 
Capacity. His penetration and ability in 
counteracting intrigues, which were also 
objects of the commendation of that house, 
could not be faiily reckoned among the 
duties of a soldier, It was therefore e\ i- 
dent, that such a vote of thanks was not 
confined solely to the view of military con¬ 
duct. The vote to Mr. Duncan might be 
said to be in some degree a precedent fm 
the vote which the house was then called 
upon to pass; but even that was not com¬ 
pletely applicable. In the present case, 
the house might give their thanks for con¬ 
duct that was exceedingly meritorious, or 
they might, for aught they Knew, express 
their approbation of conduct which they 
might hereafter be induced to censure, 
lie thought that it would be a much more 
prudent line of conduct for the house to 
avoid the adoption of any resolution which 
might possibly create embarrassment in 
their future proceedings. Thanks had 
been voted to Mr. Hastings for the abihtv 
and vigour which he had displayed in a 
transaction, for the injustice of which that 
bouse had afterwards felt it their duty to 
impeach him at the bar of the house of 
lords. Though it was not the business of 
soldiers to think, but to execute, he 
should wish that the thanks of that house 
should nut be given even to our troops, 
for their bravery m the performance of un 
action which, thoughJt was a duty in them 
to execute with alacrity, and though it 
should have been achieved in the most 
spleudid manner, might eventually bo 
proved to bo founded in injustice, and 
contrary to the written laws of our coun¬ 
try. It was a painful tack for him to dis¬ 
sent from a vote of thanks as the reward 
of valour; but tfith the scanty information 
that was now before the house, he thought 
that the most just, the most honourable, 
well as the most candid line of conduct 
that he could pursue, would be to abstain 
from parsing any judgment upon the case, 
and to give his support to the motion of his 
hon. friend* 

Sir Thcapkihte Metcalfe agreed, that if 
the war was on our part a war 6f aggres¬ 
sion or injustice, then there should be no 
V<j|e of thanks, not even tiro shadow of 
Ip&nfes. As the hon. gent, on the bench 
fcftow him (Mr, Wilbertorce) appeared to 


him to have cast some reflections on ih& 
war, and as the hon. gent, opposite (Mr, 
Francis) had, on a lormcr night, made use 
of the allusion of the lender wolf and tin* 
violent lamb, a figure better understood 
in India than in this countiv, he thought 
i it necessary to sav :i tew words m justifi¬ 
cation of the war. The constant intrigue,* 
of Scindia with the Fiench, and the num¬ 
ber of Frenchmen in his army, who kept 
up a constant communication with Pans, 
were alone sufficient proofs of his hostility 
to the lSnthh power in India.—[Hero Mr. 
Fox called the hon. hurt, to order, as it 
had been understood that the discussion 
of the gi cmj nds of the war was not now to 
be gone into. The Speaker stated this to 
be the understanding; but Sir T. Metcalfe 
claimed a right to stale the reasons which 
justified hi,3 vote.]—The Mahraltas had 
always been our inveterate enemies. It 
was a fact, that for 100 years back, the 
Mahraltas had been the constant dis¬ 
turbers of the peace of India. Scindia, 
in pursuance of tins plan, but with a par¬ 
ticular spirit of hostility towards us, had 
entered into intrigues with the French, 
and his plans were ripe for execution— 
[Here the hon. hart, was again called to 
order by Mr. William Smith, who said he 
only wished it to be understood, that if 
the {jon. hart, we nt into the general ques¬ 
tion, it was open to every one; but when 
it had been agreed not to go into it, he 
thought it wrong to deviate Irani that un¬ 
derstanding. Gen. Maitland rose to shew 
that the hon. bart. spoke to order, but 
was called to order himself by Mr. Ilankes, \ 
as going' also into the gemual ques- 
t on»]—Sir Theophdus resumed, lie re¬ 
ferred gent, to a book published by the 
nyble marquis, on the subject of the causes 
of tins war, for a full and ample justifica¬ 
tion of the'grounds on which it was en¬ 
tered into. This book was now in the 
hands of many individuals; he supposed 
the hon. gent, below him (Mr. Wilber- 
force) had seen it; it would soon be pub¬ 
lished here, and would form a valuable 
part of the library of every political man. 
lie allowed that this vote of thanks was 
for services done in the capacity of gover¬ 
nor general, not that of captain general. 

It had been said that Gen. Lake had an 
inferior force ; the fact was, that the force 
was so well apportioned, that there was 
no where a man too many, no where a 
man too few* The extent of the country 
which was the scene of hostilities, was 
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also to he considered; it was above WOO 
lwiJes square. ♦ 'Inhere was not a voice 
in Indostun, civil or military, native or 
Europeau, which did not give the first 
credit to the noble marquis. The hun. 
burt. then staled, as a proof of concei t in 
the plan and operations, that the fort of 
Barruch was taken by Col. Woodmgtou, 
at the same time that Hen. Perron was 
sui rendering to Gen. Lake. As a prooi 
of the high state of discipline* of the sea- 
poys in our service, and their zeal and 
devotion, he stated that Gen. Lake’s great 
victor/ was gained without any other Eu¬ 
ropean assistance than that of the 7f»th 
regiment, of whvth one half was lost in 
the action. As a proof of the deiisive 
nature of the victones gained, he stated 
that 7^0 pieces of cannon were taken 
from the Muhrattas, and that they had 
not now 20 pieces in their possession ; 
but what was of still moie importance, 
the French power* in India was entirely 
dissolved. All this, he said, was to be 
attributed, in the first instance, to the 
noble Marquis Wellesley. 

Mr. Grey, in explanation, disclaimed 
for himself and his lion, friends any inten¬ 
tion of casting the smallest imputation on 
the marquis of Wellesley. 

Mr. William Smith looked upon the vote 
of thanks for the conquest of the Mtsure 
as yo precedent for this ; for the grounds 
there stated were of a civil nature, inclu¬ 
sive even of moderation, and the contest 
was terminated. 

Air. Row said, he should vote for the 
original motion, thinking that it would 
not prejudge* the question of the justice of 
the war; while passing the previous ques¬ 
tion would cast a reflection on the marquis 
Welltsiey. 

Mr. Franch did not consider an appeal 
to a publication made in India, e\en if it , 
was in every member's hands, as a ground 
lor a preliminary vote. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, 
that it was the wish-of his noble friend in 
India, that every document which could 
facilitate inquiry into his conduct, should 
bo* laid before the house.-—The previous 
question was then put, and negatived 
without a division, and the original motion 
agreed to nem. con; as were alt*) the fol¬ 
lowing; “ That the thanks of this house 
be given to the right hon. Lord Clive* go¬ 
vernor of Fort St. George, for the zeal 
and energy with which he concurred to 
Vot. IL 


1 promote these success -^To Jonathan 
huncan, Ksq. governor of Bombay, 
the zeal and vigour with which he had 
employed the resources of that presidency* 
—'To Geu. Gerard Lake, commander m 
chief of his Majesty*® military forces in 
fndm, fur the eminent judgment, the ac¬ 
tive spirit, and invincible intrepidity which 
he had displayed, and winch had so highly 
contributed to secure those brilliant vic¬ 
tories, which would maintain the honour 
of the British nation, and give additional 
lustie to the glory of the British firms.—- 
To Major Gen. St. John, and Major Gen. 
Wellesley, for their (mment and brilliant ’ 
services; atid also to the ofliceis serving 
in the different regiments in the armies 
engaged, both European and native.— 
That this house doth highly approve and 
acknowledge the conduct of the non-com¬ 
missioned officers and private soldiers of 
the different corps, European and native, 
and the commanders of the different corps 
are desired to signify the same to them.”— 
It was ordered that the Speaker do trans¬ 
mit the resolutions to the Marquis Wel¬ 
lesley, desiring him to communicate them 
to the governors general, and other offi¬ 
cers, referred to therein.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, May 4 . 

[Minutes.] —Counsel were finallybeard 
relative to the appeal from the court of 
Chancery, Richardson v, the University 
of Oxroicl, viz. Mr. Erskine, at consider¬ 
able length on the part of the appellant, 
in reply, the Lord Chancellor quitted the 
woolsack, and made a variety of obser¬ 
vations upon the legal hearings of the case, * 
as it then stood, for the consideration of 
their lordships; these resolved into the 
questiou, whether the court was right in 
granting the injunction, until the case 
♦came to a final hearing ? He Coutiuued 
entertain the opinion he formerly did, as 
to the decision of the court below, which 
he considered to be well founded. The 
noble and learned lord moved accordingly, 
and put the usual question for a re visa! of 
the decree.—Lord EUtnborough rose and 
delivered his opinion upon the case. He 
agreed in .what was laid down by his no-‘ 
bte and learned friend.—After a few ob¬ 
servations from Lqrd CJfantley, the ques¬ 
tion was put, and the decree ordered to 
B b 
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bet confirmed:—Tbo blW upon the table, 
chiefly of a private or lotal description, 
wtfre forwarded m their resper live stages. 
**->The Statute Duty bill, the Militia Offi¬ 
cers’Qualification bill, the Leicester Coun¬ 
ty Kate bill, and a few private bills, were 
brought up trom the Commons, and road 
a first time; after which the house ad¬ 
journed till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tt id ay , Mat / 4. 

[MlNUTi s.]~~Petitions wore presented 
fr mi the debtors couluud tu the count) 
gaols of Norfolk and Salop. Ordeied to 
he on the table.-^-The Leicester County 
Bates’ hill was read a thud tune, and 
passed. — The Engluh Loan lull was 
road a m etvid tune, and ordered to bo 
committed to-inoi row. — On the mo¬ 
tion of Mu "V ansitUrt, the Customs Duty 
bill was road a second time, uml ordeied 
to bo conmuLlud on Monday next,—-On 
the motion of Mr. Vansittart also, the 
Wme Duties* bill was read a second time, 
and ordered to be committed to-morrow. 
*~~The Irish Annuities’ bill was read a se¬ 
cond time, and ordered to bo committed 
to - morrow, -—The Statute Duty ftcgula* 
lion bill was read a third time, and passed. 
—Mr. Foster brought up the report of the 
minutes from the committee on the Irish 
Currency, which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed. 

[At &f.3 bury M.RCTION" BILL'] -"-Sir 
Oeorge Cornwall^ in pursuance of an or- 
def of the day, moved, that the house do 
go into a committee on the Aylesbury 
Ejection bill.—On the question being put 
by the Speaker, 

The Marquis of Titchjield rose to give 
l?is negative to the measure, lie did not 
think any sufficient casq had been made 
out of a nature to warrant a proceeding 
such as the bill went to provide. A great 
deal had been said in a former discussion 
< on the evils arising from corruption in 
elections for members of Parliament. He 
was ready to grant all that could be said 
in this respect, but the argument he 
thought did not apply in the present in- 
stanch, as it had i^ot been by any moans 
roved that the majority of the electors 
ad been guilty* m prWoded to be stated. 
It was merely a ^opposition, for .which 
there was no sufficient evidence before the 
hppse* Because a number of the electors 
fepd Wh guilty of corruption, there could 


$Ol*~~dytesbi{r)j Election Silt. 

be no sufficient reason for depriving the 
rest, who were innocent* ot their lights 
and privileges. Unless, therefore, a pro¬ 
per ea^e against the borough as such, <*ouid 
be made ou4 lie could not give lus assent 
to the Speakers leaving the chair# 

Sir George Comical/ contended that the 
bill was necessary, as it had appeared that 
several hundreds of the electors were im¬ 
plicated in this corruption, and he could 
See no better means of lettering the purity 
ot election in the borough of A>lcsbm\. 

Mr. Host entered at considerable length 
into the question, in which he c udeuVoured 
to shew Lhe piupnety ol resorting to tin 4 
method proposed, the mosl natural and 
constitutional inode, lie then ie\iewod the 
manner in which boroughs had been heated 
m similar ea^cs, itotn the tunc of Phailes 
11. downward*-, noticing the different cases 
of Stoekbndge, Shoreham, llmdon, and 
Shaftesbury. H ever tin re was :m instance 
that was peenliaily flagrant, it was tlio 
present. Two hundied elettois had as¬ 
sembled at a public tavern, whore they re¬ 
ceived the money publu ly. In almost eveiv 
other case, some regard to decency had 
been shewn} but heio there was none: . y o 
that of 4lf voters, a large majority won* 
clearly bribed. Mr. Bent was an utter 
stranger to the place, and had no sort ot 
hope but by dint of money. They lmd 
even carried a funeral procession through 
the town for the other candidate, because 
he did not pay at the same rale. 

Mr* Francis did not think the meieuie 
proposed by the bill the nnnti fleetual wav 
of checking the evil complained of. Had 
it been the purport ot the bill to deprive 
those of the right of voting who had abus< d 
Their privilege, or did the punishment, by 
extending the fran< lose, fall only on the; 
present persons who were deemed guilty, 
there could perhaps be little objection to 
the measure, but as it must affect those to 
come also, who could have no share in the 
corruption complained of, he would give 
his vote against the motion. 

Sir John Newport contended, that the 
bill went to remedy the evil complained of, 
by providing a pure body of electors. Those 
who do not exercise their right of election, 
by a wise act of the legislature are deprived 
of it, auiought not the house much more 
to take it away from those who had made 
a bad use of it? It had been slated that 
the preamble does not justify the bill. 
The preamble, however, stated, that if 
some remedy be not applied, the evil 
in all probability will go on# In accod- 



380] , 


PAUL. DEBATES*! MAt 4,-1804 .—' 



ing to the motion, therefore, you act 
irom the opinion of your committee. The 
instances of corruption ou which the opi¬ 
nion of that committee was founded, were 
of a very open and flagranti nature, and 
were by no means of a new standing. John 
\Vilkes used to say, that the people of 
Aylesbury were very good friends to him, 
for they always preferred his guinea to any 
other man's twenty shillings. Would the 
house therefore leave .it iu the power of 
every pretended reformer to say. that they 
were either uuwilling, or had not within 
themselves the power to reform ? It was 
unnecessary, he thought, to multiply in¬ 
stances in which the house had interfered 
in similar cases, lie would admit, of in¬ 
fluence arising from family connection 
with a borough, and from benefits of pa¬ 
tronage of long standing, but deprecated 
that influence which arose from money 
only, and by which a man, who had never 
seen the borough before, and who could 
have no interest in its welfare*, might carry 
the election against those who were its na¬ 
tural protectors. 

Mr. Hunt was decidedly against the 
motion. Its natural tendency, bethought, 
was to uyhinge the constitution. From 
the grounds on which the franchise of a 
borough rested, he argued it could not 
be legally and constitutionally taken away 
more than the privileges of that house. 
The greater part of those besides, he in¬ 
sisted, who bad taken the money, were 
not \otcrs, but belonged to the mob. 
Would they, therefore, take away the rights 
of the borough, because the minor part of 
the voters may have been guilty of n mis¬ 
demeanour ? lie resisted the idea, that 
Mr. Bent had nothing to recommend him 
but his money. lie knew that gent, and 
believed there never was a better man. He 
was a merchant in the city qf London. In¬ 
stead of being objectionable, he thought a 
mixture in the representation of the coun¬ 
try must b« attended with advantages, 

Mr. Rose disclaimed every idea of saying 
anything £o the prejudice of Mr, Bent, 
lie meant only that that gent, had nothing 
to recommend him at Aylesbury, and in¬ 
sisted, that in ‘one instance, oilt of 2J0 
voters, 220 had taken money. 

Mr, Lee said he would give bis vote in 
the mean time for the committee, but un¬ 
less the bill underwent some changes, he 
should think' it his duty to^oppose it in ks 
futurp stages. ‘ \ \ 

The Mtuter of the Roll* opposed the 


principle of the bill, which, he considered 
monstrous, inasmuch as it went to punhibf 
the majority for the acts of the minority 
He complained of the supporters of this * 
measure having so often , shifted their 
ground. He wished that the gentlemen 
would abide by some principle, and let 
that principle be, fairly stated to the house. 
Instead of this, however, they at one time 
support the measure on the ground of de¬ 
linquency. If you oppose them in thisf, 
they tell you that it will prevent corrupt ^ 
practices hereafter, lie wished thfrn either 
to maintain * what they alleged to be the 
fact, that the majority of the voters have 
been guilty of bribery, or to adhere to the 
other principle, that it would prevent it 
for the future. lie observed, that, accord¬ 
ing to their mode of reasoning, they made 
a corporate body of the electors, w hich they' 
really were not. lie adverted to the case 
of Shoreham, and shewed from the peculia¬ 
rity of the circumstances, that the interfer¬ 
ence of parliament became there necessary. 

But should the supporters of this measure, 
he argued, go on the ground of bribery and 
corruption, then it will follow that the mi¬ 
nority can forfeit the rights of the majo¬ 
rity. But, so far from this, he did not 
see that e\en the majority, acting indivi¬ 
dually, as they must do here, could with 
any justice forfeit the rights of the mino* - 
rity. But gentlemen said again, that In¬ 
creasing the number of voters could be no 
hardship on those who had the original 
franchise, as it was only giving them more 
assistance in the exercise of a duty which 
they owed to the public. This was cCr- 
lainly going upon a principle very different 
from any other borough-reformer he had 
heard of; but even on this ground, it could 
be no punishment, which they also pro-* 
fessed it to be. He thought, so far from r 
the innocent having their franchises affect¬ 
ed, they should be strengthened, inasmuch 
as there was more merit in remaining in¬ 
nocent amidst the temptations of general 
corruption. If it should happen that all. 
the houses in Aylesbury were to fall down 
except six, undoubtedly the six house¬ 
holders whose houses stood, would be the 
electors of Aylesbury: for a much stronger . 
reason, he thought, that 1 those burgesses i; ; 
who bad not tak£n bribes ought to be'ttfo!; 
electees, and 

cbises deteriorated pttifig in a 
of strangers to share ivith them. ; ; | / 
\Mr. Dkkmon t Jauu Supported ^E|;vpiU 
.on the ground that representation is amst 





to be exercised for the public benefit, nodi [Ramsay lfARSOUfi].-^M . 
not like* cattle Or hay, fo be Consideredj brought up the report o/ the committee 

for improving the harbour of Ramsay> W 
the isle of Man* The report stated, that 
the harbour was" very difficult of access, 
owing to the want of a long pier. It then 
suggested various improvements, winch, if 
earned, into effect, would prove highly be* 
neffcial to the trade of that island. 

Mr# Hose understood it was intended to 
make Ramsay a port, thereby creating an 
expence of probably 100,0001- It also in¬ 
volved a question of policy, as-it Ramsay 
was made a port, a certain establishment 
of officers would be necessary. Besides, 
he had never heard that any survey had 
been taken, or any estimate made on the 
subject. 

Mr. Curnen stated* that a survey had 
been taken, and the ex pence would not 
exceed 10,0001. It was a favourite object 
with the merchants of Liverpool, Ireland, 
and all those who navigated St. George’s 
Channel. After a tew words from Mr. 
\V. Dundas, Mr. Rose in explanation, 
and Sir W. Elford, the report was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Curwen presented a petition from 
the merchants and ship owners of Mary- 
port, iu the isle of Man, in favour of the 
proposed measure.*—Ordered to lie upon 
the table.—Adjourned. 


a private right and a matter of ad¬ 
vantage to an individual. He made a va¬ 
riety of ij lust pat ions of this principle, and 
included * by declaring his approbation of’ 
^the measure 
v- Mr. Windham opposed it on nearly the 
same grounds as the Master of th$ Rolls. 
He thought that whenever'guUt was proved, 
it should be punished; but as he was con¬ 
tent with'the constitution as it stands, and 
was no friend to parliamentary reform, as 
it is usually called, he by no means wished 
to alter the constitution of any particular 
^borough, on account of some acts of bri- 
bety and corruption. . It was besides, per- 
i&otly notorious that there had been bri¬ 
bery and corruption in many other bo* 
♦roughs besides Aylesbury, and yet he 
. would not on that account vote for a ge¬ 
neral reform of the boroughs.—After a 
faw wbrds from Mr. C. VVyune in favour 
of the motion, the house divided; when 
there appeared, 


Mi 


For the motion 
Against it 

* ' Majority - —If? 

The bill then passed through the committee, 
and theJiouse being resumed, the report 
was ordered to be received on Monday 
next. — A djo u rned. 

\ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


S^aturday., May 5# 

—Lord Althorpe took the 
oaths and his seat for the borough of 
Oakhampton. —■ The ' Loan bill for 
14,500*0001. for the demand ofG. Britain, 
tbe Irisli Loan bill, and the Wine Duties’ 
bill, severally .passed the committee, and 
were ordered to be, reported on Monday.;— 
1>e Militia Subalterns' bill was reported, 
and prdered tobe read a 3d time on Mon- 
day.*—Mr# Robert M ft ford, from tin? Com- 
smissiouers of the Customs in Scotland, 
presented, “ An Estimate of Duties charged 
in that part of G. Britaiu called Scotland, 
*and outstanding on Bond or otherwise, ojn 
,1803 and 5th Jam 1804 re. 

’ ^cMyely; distinguishing the several atti* 
^9* Fttnauent dit¬ 
ties f ^ yVn; Account 'of the total 
of current, 

lances 1&0& fmn the 

the 

3&th Jan* & §& to the, can be 
gtnade up.” Ordered te lie upon the table. 


Monday , May 7- 

[Minutes.]— Counsel were heard in 
continuation, and at considerable length, 
relative to the Scotch Appeal, Duke of 
Queensbury v. Mac Murdo, viz. Mr. At¬ 
torney General and Mr. Adam on the pait 
of the respondents. The farther conside¬ 
ration of the case was adjourned till Wed¬ 
nesday. 

[Dr fence of the Country.] —Short¬ 
ly after 5 o’clock, the Marquis of Stafford, 
on whose motion their lordships weie sum¬ 
moned, entered the house, and when he 
hud taken his scat, 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool¬ 
sack, and addressed, the house nearly as 
follows:-—My‘lords; seeing a noble mar¬ 
quis now in Ins seat, who gave notice of 
a motion to he made by him this day, I 
rise to trouble your lordships for tbe pur¬ 
pose of slating the grounds on which I 
think that the idotion on which your lord- 
ships aVe summoned, should be again post¬ 
poned. After having given the fullest 
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consideration to all that has passed in this J [Wai* in India J—rMr. >rr**cis said, 
house . with reference to the noble mar-I that in order that the bouse should be in 


quis's motion, on two former occasions; 
and after having giveu the most careful at ,, 
tentiou to the nature of the understanding j 
of many noble lords, as to the cause ot 
the postponement of it, I rise for the pur¬ 
pose of declaring, that it is within my own 
knowledge that circ^instances have now 
passed which make the discussion of the 
noble marquis's motion more unseasona¬ 
ble, and more inexpedient at the present 
time, than at any of the former periods on 
which it has been proposed to be submitted 
to your lordships’ consideration. I there¬ 
fore, trust that the noble marquis will have 
no objection to a further postponement of 
the motion to a future day. 

The Marquis of Stafford rose and said, 
that their lordships would perceive, from 
what had fallen from the noble and learned 
lord on the woolsack, that a further post¬ 
ponement of hiS motipn was rendered ne- ! 
cessarv, If such should be the opinion of 
their lordships, he had no objection to a 
further postponement of the motion for a 
few days. With this view, he should move, 
that the order oi the day for taking into 
consideration the motion of which he had 
so frequently given notice, be discharged, 
and that a new order be made out for 
Friday, for which day he wished their 
lordships to be summoned.—This motion 
was put and agreed to, without any dis¬ 
cussion.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday , May 7 . 

[Minutes.] —The report of the com¬ 
mittee on the British and Irish Loan bills, 
were severally brought up, and the bills 
ordered to be read a third time to-mor¬ 
row.—-On the motion of Mr. C. Dundas, 
the second reading of the Misdemeanor 
Prosecution bill, was postponed till to¬ 
morrow.—Mr* Sec. Yorke presented, an 
abstract account of the several Yeomanry 
and Volunteer Corps who have offered to 
go upon permanent pay and duty; and 
also an account of the additional regiments 
of Irish militia who have offered an exten¬ 
sion of their services in this country. Or¬ 
dered to lie on the table, and to be printed. 
—The report upon the Exebfe Duty bill 
was brought up, and the bill ordered to be 
read a third time to-morrow.—The house 
wept into acfimmitteeontheCustom Duty 
bill The report was ordered to be re¬ 
ceived to-morrow, 


f possession of as complete information 
as possible respecting the state of our af; 
fairs in India, and every thing that was 
connexted with that subject, hje felt it in- 
cumbeut on him to submit the following 
motions to the house. The hon. gent, 
then moved, “ That there be laid before 
the house, copies or extracts of all dia* 
patches received from the Governor-Gen. 
of Bengal, or from the Presidencies of 
Fort St. George and Bombay, and of their 
^correspondence with their respective agents 
or ministers, or with the military officers 
commanding in the field, as far as such 
dispatches or correspondence relate to, or 
account for hostilities now or lately sub¬ 
sisting between the said governments and 
any of the Mahratta princes or states, with 
the dates of the receipt qf such dis¬ 
patches /' also, “ Copies of all treaties or 
correspondence between the said govern¬ 
ments and any of the Mahratta princes or 
states, relative to the said hostilities, or 
to the causes thereof;'’ also “ Copies of 
all treaties, engagements, and correspond 
dcnce between the said governments, and 
any of the surviving Mahometan princes 
or states in the upper part of India, parti¬ 
cularly with the titular king, or Mogul at 
Delhi, or his ministers ; also, “ Copies or 
extracts of all orders or instructions sent 
to India by fhe Court of Directors, or by 
any committee of the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company, omhe same sub¬ 
ject/'—All these motions were severally 
agreed to, except the last r which was ob¬ 
jected to by 

Lord Castlereagh ; who said, that it was 
his disposition to grant to the house every 
information upon the Subject in hrs power, 
or which was consistent with propriety. 
The last motion of the % hon. gent, appeared 
to him contrary to the policy or propriety 
on which peace with those states might be 
obtained, owing to the disclosure which 
would thereby take place. Unless, there¬ 
fore, a’ case of very urgent necessity was 
made out, he thought that Jthe secret 
I committee ought not to be called upon by 
parliament to disclose that information 
: upon diplomatic subjects, which they may 
have judged prudent to send abroad. The 
hon. gent* would, himself, become sensi¬ 
ble of the impropriety of such a measure, 
after he was once in possession of all the 
other papers he hadjpoved for; and, there¬ 
fore, he wished him to withdraw it till he 
\ had considered the matter more maturely* 
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Mr* frytdk s*U<I, could not pcrceivq 
any strong grounds for such secrecy, and, 
tberofore, wished the sense of the house 
to be taken on the subject>~~~On the qiw$~ 
tio& being pat from the chair, the motion j 

was negatived* 

[Aylesbury Election Bill.]—M r, 
Trml brought up the report of the com¬ 
mittee on thp Aylesbury election bill. 
The amendments were read and agreed to. 
On the motion that the bill be engrossed, 
and read a 3d time, 

Lord Ossulstone rose, and stated some 
objections, which could not be distinctly 
heard. IIis lordship concluded with de¬ 
claring, that it was his intention to take 
the sense of the house upon the bill in its 
present stage* Upon the division there 
appeared, 

For the bill - - 154? 

Against it - - 12() 

Majority -28 

* [Change of Ministry.]-— Previous to 
the re-admission ot strangers into the gal¬ 
lery, Mr. Fox, after a few preliminary 
Observations, consented further to post* 
pone his promised motion relative to the 
Hanoverian troops, till Wednesday next. 
—After which, 

Mr. kvse addressed the house ns fol¬ 
lows: I am authorized to say, that a 
member of this hr,use (Mr. Pitt), has per¬ 
sonally received bis Majesty's commands 
to lay before bis Majesty a plan fpr a new 
administration for his Majesty's considera¬ 
tion. 

Mr. For added, that lie would bring 
forward his motion on Wednesday next, 
whoever might then be the persons com¬ 
posing his Majesty's administration. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, May 3. 

Pursuant to the order of tho day, their 
lordships resolved jnto a committee of 
privileges; and Lord Walsiugham Inning 
taken the chair, counsel and evidence 
were heard respecting the claim of Lady 
Henry Fitzgerald, to tho peerage of Boo*; 
after whkC tlw farther consideration of 
the ca$e was postponed till Thursday.— 
The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in iheir respective stages,—Two private 
bills wejre brought up from the commons, 
and sejtorally read a first time.—Off thg 
the Lord Chancellor, tbe far* 
tlir bearing upon the appeal cause*, the 
flpke of Queensburyf>tt. A{‘Murdo, was 


ordered to be deferred from to-morrow till 
Friday. 


jiol sj: or commons* 

Tuesday, May 8. 

[Minutes ]—The counsel and agent 
for the petition against tho Chippenham 
Election, having neglected to attend, the 
house considered the list as abandoned, 
and proceeded to business, without going 
through the form of balloting for a com¬ 
mittee.—Mr. Foster moved, that the or¬ 
der of the day for a committee of the 
whole house on the Irish Linen Manufac¬ 
turers* petition be postponed to this day 
sc’miight- Ordered.—The account* ie- 
specting the Imports and Expo its of Ire¬ 
land for the last 7 years, were ordered to 
be printed.—The English and Irish Loan 
bills were read a third time, and passed.— 
Mr. Aiexaudti biought up the icpoit of 
the Additional Custom’s l)uty bill; the 
amendments were agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be ^grossed.— 1 Tho Caledonian 
Canal bill was, on the motion of Mr. J. 
H. Browne, read a second time, and re¬ 
ferred to a select committer.—Mi. Van- 
sirtart presented to the house, a An Ac¬ 
count of the total amount ol the arreais 
and current balances due on the 5th Jan. 
1804, from the several persons empk^ed 
in receiving or collecting the land revenue 
of the crown of England, from the 5th 
of Jan. 1774.” Ordered to lie on the ta 
bio, and to be printed. — Mr. ChJilts 
Duudas moved the order of the day lor 
the second reading of the Misdemeanour 
Preservation bill. Tho bon. inembej pio- 
posed, that after the second reading of tho 
bill, it should be referred to a committee 
above stairs, in order that it might ho 
rendered satisfactory to several gun. both 
in and out of the house, who disapproved 
of its present provisions, by the amend- 
I meats it would undergo there* 'After a 
few observations from Mr. Windham and 
another member, the bill was read a se¬ 
cond tim<y, and referred to a committee 
above stairs,—The Wine Duty bill, and 
tho Militia Subaltern Officers’ bill, were 
read a third time, and passed. 

[Aylesbury Election Bill.] —On 
the question being put for the tlmd read* 
iug of the Aylesbury Election bill, 

Mr. Raiue rose and objected to the 
principle of this bill, which, he conceived, 
was neither sanctioned by any }>roced<?ut, 



which bore any resemblance to the present mb apprentices, begged leave now to 
case, nor was called for by the peculiar submit it to the hobse. VThO measure*S§ 
circumstances of the case itself, lie com- proposed to bring forward; was founded 
pared the Cricklade case and others, which on representations made to hint and his 
had been adduced as precedents, with the jhon . colleague, by several respectable mu- 
case of Aylesbury, which he thought was Jgistrates of the county of Fork, who 
widely dilihrcntj inasmuch as in the p re- found, that ns the law stood at present, 
sent ease, so far from it having been they could not exercise that sUperintend- 
proved that the majority of the electors mice over parish apprentices, which the 
had bqpn bribed^ it had only been proved legislature intended. The bill, therefore, 
that 57 out of 16*0 voters, being not one would only go to amend the existing laws 
eighth of the whole number, had received on this head, and in order to give the 
bribes; he therefore opposed the third house an opportunity of considering the 
reading of the bill. nature of the measure fully, he should 

Mr. iJickinson, jun. argued in support of move, that after the first reading the bill 
the bill. be printed, after which a sufficient time 

The Attorney General argued against the should be allowed gent, for the exercise of 
principle of the bill, which tje considered their discretion as to the policy of adopt* 
altogether unjustifiable: it was a notorious ing it. The lion, member then moved, 
fact, and there was no necessity for gent. 11 that leave be given to bring in a bill for 
to pretend to shut their eyes against it, the'better regulation of Parish Appren- 
that not only in this borough, but in very tices.” 

many boroughs' of the kingdom, it was Mr. Burland expressed a hope that it 
absolutely impossible to prevent some of was not intended to press the adoption of 
the poorer electors * from taking bribes, this measure within the present session, 
presented to them in different shapes. If, It appealed to him, that it would be better 
therefore, because some voters of that tie- to have the: bill read a first time, printed, 
scription had taken bribes at Aylesbury, and circulated, in order that, during the 
the entire constitution of the borough was recess, it might be fully examined, parti* 
to be altered, by the same reason a ma- cularly by the magistrates, upon whom *&t 
terial change might be introduced in the proposed to cast a\i extraordinary degree 
constitutions of many, if not of most of of trouble. If this mode of proceeding 
the boroughs of the kingdom, lie thought should be adopted, the hon. member 
the present laws were sufficient to ppnish stated, that he would have no objection 
the guilty, and that it would be most un- to consolidate with the bill moved for, the 
just to make a law to punish the in- ideas which he meant to submit to the 
nooent. house in the shape of a bill upon thq same 

Lord Archibald Hamilton thought the subject, of which he had already given 
guilt of the electors jvho provoked this notice. 

measure so plain and palpable, that he Mr. WUherforce professed himself un- 
could not, without surprise, listen to the able to answer the lion. gent, decisively 
opposition that was made to it, and parti- in the present stage of the measure ; at 
cularly to the opposition of the learned the same time he begged to mention, that 
gent, who had just sat down; who was any hints from the hon. gent, upon a sub- 
not only adverse to the idea of sanction- ject with which he was known to be so 
ing the application of any remedy to the well acquainted, would of course be pe* 
general system of borough election, but culiarly acceptable to the framers of the 
to- a particular case of flagrant corruption, bill, to which the motion before the house 
On tne question being put, the house di- referred. 

vided, when there appeared, For the third, Mr. II * Lascelles said, that the bill 
reading of the bill, 73; Against it, wQuld not go to subject any magistrates 
The bill was accordingly read a third time to the duty of superintendance, who 
and passed. f might not be wiliiug to execute it; and 

[Pauish Apprentices' bul].~M r. addbd, that the necessity for the adoption 
Wilbcrforcc said, that having been una- of the bill was, in the county with which 
void ably prevented from making the mo- lib was connected, urgent in poi$t of 
tion yesterday, of which he had giveif time.* : 

notice on a former day, for leave to bring Mr. Ilobhome observed, that this bill 
id a bill for the better regulation of pa- would operate a material change in the 
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law, and therefore, for the consistency of 
legislation! he wished to hear some case 
stated that rendered such*change necessary, 
before h® agreed to the motion, 

Mr: JPitberfbrce said, that necessity was 


copies of the patents appointing the com¬ 
missioners of the Treasury in Ireland, Ac¬ 
counts of the Consolidated Fund, of the 
Funded and Unfunded Debt, and ot the 
Army Extraordinaries for that^ Kingdom. 
Ordered to lie on the table,—-1 he Cum* 


alleged by from 40 to &0 respectable and / Ordered to lie on the table.--me c u/ij- 
experienced magistrates of the ,county of I berJand and Dumfries Fishery but react 

- .-.wi ix _ __ I .. c/,nwt /’/mrprs.'tf ini). 


York; and, indeed, it was universally 
felt, for the power which magistrates pos¬ 
sessed to enforce the performance of jus¬ 
tices towards parish apprentices, was no¬ 
toriously imperfect, and no provision 
whatever was made for the guardianship 
of apprentices when transferred, as they 
frequently were, fron> one district to 
another, 

D/. Laurence conceived, that the house 
should be extremely cautious of granting 
authority upon the request of the men by 
whom it was exercised, as appeared to be 
the case in this instance.—-Leave was given 
to bring in the bill. 


n or sc OF LORDS, 

Wednesday^ May *). 

[Minutes.] —The several bills on the 
table were forwarded in their respective j 
.stages.—The Irish Loan bill for two mil¬ 
lions and a quarter, the English Loan bill 
for 14 millions and a half, the Additional 
Wine Duty, the Militia Officers’ Allow¬ 
ance, and two private bills, were brought 
tip from the Commons, and read a first 
time.*—In the appeal from the Court ol 
Session in Scotland, brought by Hunter 
®. the Earl of Kinnoul and others, the 
Lord Chancellor pronounced the judgment 
of their lordships, by which the decision 
of tire mfepior court was ufliraned.—Lord 
Auckland moved, that a message should 
be sent io the Commons, desiring a copy 
ef the report made by their committee, 
relating to the state of Ireland, as to its 
circulating paper and specie, and the 
course of exchange between that part ot 
the united kingdom and G. Britain.—On 
the motion of the Duke of Norfolk, the 
proceedings before the committee of pri¬ 
vileges, as to the claim to the barony of 
JSoueh, were deferred to Thursday the i/th 
inst.—Adjourned to Friday. 


HOUSE OP COMMONS, * 
IFeitmday, May 9. * # 

{Minutes.]—M r. Johnson, from the 
Ofoee of chief sec. for Ireland, presented 


a third time, and, after some conversation, 
passed.—Mr. Fuller presented a petition 
from the barley growers of the copnty of 
Sussex, against the additional malt duty. 
Helen ed to the committee appointed to 
consider the* other petitions on the same 
subject.—Mr. Shaftoe took the oaths and 
his seat for the city of Durham.—The 
Master of the Rolls moved, that the Rev, 
I)r. Jackson do preach beiore the house at 
St, Margaret’s, Westminster, on Friday, 
2oth of May, being the clay appointed by 
his Majesty's ’proclamation for holding a 
solemn last in this kingdom. Ordered, 
and that the Master of the Rolls and Sir 
\\ llhum Dolbcn do acquaint him there¬ 
with.—A message from the Lords inform¬ 
ed the house, that their lordships had 
agreed to the Militia OflieeiV bill, and to 
the Statute Duties bill without amend¬ 
ments—Mr. Sheridan moved, that the 
Older ol the day for taking into considera¬ 
tion the petition of Mr. Iiuskisson, against 
the election and return for the borough of 
Liskeard, which stood for to-morrow, be 
road, which was done, lie then moved, that 
the order be discharged, and the same iixed 
for Fi id.iy next. Ordered.—The same pro¬ 
ceeding and order took place on the petition 
of certain electors of the said borough, 
against the return of Mr. IluskLson.— Mr. 
Sec. Yorke postponed the consideration of 
the Lords’ amendments on the Volunteer 
bill till Monday next; on which day also 
the Army of Reserve Suspension bill was 
appointed to be read a second lime.—The 
Attorney* General, in pursuance of the 
notice given veslerday, moved for leave 
to bring in a bill for the purpose of ren¬ 
dering the apprehension of offenders es¬ 
caping from iiifs part of the united king¬ 
dom intp Ireland, and from one county 
of Ireland into another, more easy, and 
the prosecution of them more expeditious. 
Granted. 

[Lord Khivakdkn’s Family.]— Gen. 
IiOftus said, he would take this opportu¬ 
nity of. putting a question to a right hon. 
gent* opposite (Mr. York®), which he sup¬ 
posed he would feel no mfticulty in an¬ 
swering. liis Majesty’s sec. of state had, 
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on a former occasion, intimated to the 
house, that it was in’ contemplation to 
briii" down a message from his Majesty, 
relative to a provision for the family of 
the late unfortunate Lord Kilwurdeu. As 
no such message had yet been brought 


to convey over the Hanoverian army; 
but he had also heard, that they had boefc 
much too late in sailing for the purpose of 
accomplishing the end proposed. The 
lion. gent, concluded with tho following 
motion: “ That there be laid before the 


no seen message ijuu yt uucu mur uc- 

demo be wished to be mtoimed oi the house uu account of the number and ton* 

} ' \ , . . i- 4 . . 4 t . t.., 


cause ol the (b'lay. 

Air. Sec. i'oi-Xc replied, that a message 
on that subject would have been commu¬ 
nicated sooner to the house, if a sawng 
had not been expected in the Sinking 
Fund of Ireland, from which the provision 
might be made without any direct applica¬ 
tion for the interference of the house; 

[U.inuvf.kian Troops.] — Mr. Fox 
rose m pursuance ol the notice he had 
formeily given to the house, to make his 
motion upon this subject. lie said, that 
what had passed last year relative to Han¬ 
over, would strike the attention ol the 
house, m considering of the piopriety ui 
what lie was about to submit to them. 
There had been a ditleience of opinion 
entertained upon that subject, but, for^is 
part, lie viewed the possession ol Hanover 
as a matter of gieat importance and con¬ 
cern to the country; that the loss ol it 
must, thciefore, be considered as a very 
consult 1 !able national calamity, w r as a 
truth which, he thought, could not now 
be disputed, and he would not take up 
the tune of the house in discussing it. | 
lie would content himself, at the present 
moment, with adverting to the circum¬ 
stance of bow far that calamity might 
have been lessened by some lurtlier exer¬ 
tions having been used, in order to save 
a considerable part of the army in those 
possessions on the Continent, from the 
situation to which they were reduced, so 
as to have enabled his Majesty to have 
the advantages ol their services during the 
continuance of tlu* war. Under all the 
circumstances of the case, therefore, and 
for these benelicial purposes, it was most 
important that some measures should have 
been adopted on the Continent, either to 
preserve Hanover itself from falling into 
the hands of the enemy, or to preserve 
the army for the future service of his 
Majesty. Various icports had been cir¬ 
culated upon this subject, and it was the 
truth of those common reports that he 
wished now to ascertain, so as to shew to 
the house, whether or not the attention of 
govt, had been sufficiently directed to that 
important object. lie had, indeed, heard, 
that transports had been actually prepared 
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r wage of transports taken up by govt, fur 
the purpose of taking on board the Han- 
oveuau army; also an account of the ex¬ 
pence attending th<' same, with a state- 1 
ment of the dates of the first order sent 
to the Transport Office on this occasion, 
of the orders for the sailing of the whole, 
or any part of the £aid transports, and of 
the orders, if any, lor countermanding the 
sailing thereof.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer sml, he 
concurred with the hon. gcnL. who had 
made tins motion, in thinking that the 
occupation of Hanover by • the French 
troops was a great public calamity, and if 
it bad been possible to have averted that 
evil, it was, no doubt, incumbent on his 
Majesty's govt, to have used every means 
for that desirable end : that was a point, 
therefore, on winch he w as not at all in¬ 
clined to detain the house; all he should 
ask of them was, that they would look 
back to the state of the country at the 
period alluded to, and that gent, would 
lecollect the nature of the treaty of Lu- 
neville, and the convention at UatUbon. 
They would find that the,war was renewed 
at a time when no part of the disposeable 
force could actually have been sent to 
Hanover, for the purpose of protecting it. 
The convention he had alluded to, had 
been entered into between the powers of 
Europe, for the purpose of guaranteeing 
the neutrality of the north oi Germany. 
There could, indeed, have been nothing 
more binding upon these powers to resist 
tho incursions of the French upon that 
country, and therefore govt, had every 
reason to rely upou its affording sufficient 
security to his Majesty's possessions. With* 
regard Ho the propriety of bringing those 
troops home, he had no objection what¬ 
ever to agree to the motion in the manner' 
in which it was worded, lie was glad to 
see the style in which it was conceived, 
and he looked forward to the production 
of these papers with the utmost satisfac¬ 
tion. ..Within two days after the com¬ 
mencement of hostilities, a communica¬ 
tion bad been made to the electoral 
minister, which led to a recommendation 
•on his part, that measures should be taken 
Cc 
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to provide shipping for the conveyance o\ 
his Majesty's troops from Hanover id this 
country. This recommendation hud been 
made on ,the 18th of May, and was in¬ 
stantly acted upon. In a week from that 
day an agent had been sent to the Conti¬ 
nent for 1 the pm pose of bringing the troops 
to their stations. The shipping was com¬ 
pletely in readiness previous to the time 
when the order was given for their desti¬ 
nation. Another person had been sent 
to the Continent for the purpose of pie- 
paring small craft to convey the troops to 
1 he transports; and he might slate, that, 
in point of fact there had been no less 
than 06 transports prepared. Owing, how¬ 
ever, to various ehcuinsiances, the expe¬ 
dition had been hindered from taking place 
in the manner at first intended. These 
Circumstances, he hoped, would justify 
govt, in their conduct upon that occasion, 
and on that account he felt no hesitation 
in agreeing with the motion.—The motion 
was then put and agreed to. 

[Prize Agency bill.] —Mr. Jan is, 
in pursuance of a notice formerly given, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
better regulation of Prize Agents. The 
fourth report of the commissioners of Na¬ 
val Inquiry stated many abuses in this 
department, which it was the intention of 
his bill to correct. That report not only 
pointed out the abuses, but also the mode 
in which they might be remedied. From 
this it appeared that the prize agent had 
for his trouble 5 per cent, on the gross 
proceeds. By these means an opportu¬ 
nity was afforded for frauds. There were, 
however, other emoluments in the power 
of the agent. Ilo.had the use of the mo¬ 
ney till the time lie was compelled to re¬ 
fund it to the owners, and this was pro¬ 
ductive of the greatest abuses, as it was 
the interest of the agent to retain the 
money in his own possession as long as 
possible. Other emoluments rose to them 
from brokerage, and similar concerns. It 
was not the object of the bill which he 
now proposed to bring into the house, to 
, deprive the owners of prizes of the right 
Of appointing their own agents, but it 
would prevent those who did nothing, from 
sharing in the profits with the efficient 
agent* when more than, one was appointed 
in a single concern. He then stated the 
nature of the right to property t^kenYrogi 
t|fe enemy, and that if there was no call 
. for it till three years had elapsed from the 


time of the capture , it went to Green¬ 
wich Hospital From the warmer m 
which the prize agency was carried ou, 
and the necessary absence of the seamen 
on certain occasions, the owners often 
lost their money. The bill would go to 
correct this defect. The iutentiou was to 
appoint a general agency office, where in¬ 
formation might be readily obtained on 
every point. 'The prize agents would not 
be deprived of their lair profits, and the 
ex ponces of the establishment would be 
defrayed by the deductions of a small part 
of the prize money. Such was the out¬ 
lines of what was intended by this mea¬ 
sure. lie concluded by moving, u that 
leave bo given to bung inui bill lor better 
seeming the tegular anti speedy distribu¬ 
tion of prize money, and for the regula¬ 
tion of the business of prize agents/’ 

Mr. Dent, stated, that the irregularities 
to which the bon. member alluded, were 
only the practice of it Hum West India 
agents. If the operation ot the bill was 
coined to them only, he should give it 
hiirsupport; but ho saw no necessity for 
the introduction of any general measure 
on the subject. 

Dr. Laurence objected to it, on the, 
ground that the law at present Mas suf¬ 
ficient to correct the abuses, and would 
therefore oppose it when brought in. 

Mr. Francis approved very much of the 
intention of the imn. member to expedite 
the payment of pji/es, and to give the 
net proceeds to the captors, only deduct¬ 
ing a regular per centage. lie also thought 
it was extremely proper that the prize 
agents should not hove the use of money, 
which might encourage them to protract 
the time of payment beyond what was ab¬ 
solutely necessary. But he thought it lit 
that the house should understand whether 
any additional expence vras to be created 
to the public by the regulation which the 
hon. member proposed. 

Mr. Jarvis explained, by declaring that 
it was not only his own opinion, but 
was also that of several gent, who had 
been engaged m the inquiry, that the 
funds arising from the net proceeds of the 
sale of prizes, under the proposed regu¬ 
lations, would be amply sufficient, and 
that it would not be accessary to throw 
any burden upon the state, to defray the 
expences of carrying the plan into execu¬ 
tion.—After some further conversation, 
leave was given to bring in the bill. 




[Aylesbury Elxctio'n.] —Mr. Rm 
suitl, he conceived it his duty to submit to 
the consideration of the hoiz.se, the motion 
of which he had given notice, for the pur¬ 
pose of ordering the Attorney-General to 
prosecute Mr. Bent, on account of the 
system of bribery at Aylesbury, in which 
he appeared to be deeply implicated. lie 
had heard, that in other respects, Mr. 
Bent was a merchant of irreproachable 
charac ter and the highest resectability ; 
he thought, however, that in the present 
case, it was the duty of the house tiVvorder 
a prosecution; if the sense of the house 
should, however, appear to be against 
his motion, he had no particular wish for 
pressing it. He then referred to the mi¬ 
nutes which were ou the table, of the evi¬ 
dence that had been given before the com¬ 
mittee, and particularly to the conduct of 
Mr. Bent’s agents. He said the act of the 
2d <»t Geo. If., notwithstanding its high 
penalties^ had been found inefficient to 
prevent the practice of bribery at elections, 
as many gentlemen of opulence appeared to 
be indifferent to the payment ot a single 
penalty, and they knew bow, by friendly 
prosecutions, to avoid any more. If, 
thereiore, that act had been found ineffi¬ 
cient, be thought it necessary to refer to 
the standing order of the house, which 
stated, that persons guilty of bribery in 
the election of members of parliament, 
should be punished with the utmost seve¬ 
nty.—As be considered the penal actions 
not to be sufficiently severe, he concluded 
oy moving, “ that the Attorney General 
should be ordered to prosecute Robert 
Bent, Ksq. for bribery at the last election 
for Aylesbury.” 

Mr. N. Calvert did not consider the case 
sufficiently aggravated to call for so severe 
a measure. 

Mr, Fox hoped, from the observations 
with which the right hon. gent, prefaced 
bis motion, that he would consent to 
withdraw it; this was really a case of no 
peculiar circumstances of aggravation. It 
did not appear that Mr. Bent had been 
guilty so much of corrupting the electors, 
as of having listened to the offers of a set 
of electors who were previously corrupted, 
and who wished to sell their votes. He 
remembered, in the course of Mie present 
session, in the Grimsby case, in which he 
was a member of the committee, the com* 
mittee reported that there had been bri¬ 
bery and corruption, and yet the indivi¬ 
dual against whom they now made this re- 


?J port,, was now sitting in thb house as a 
member tor another borough, and no pro¬ 
secution .was instituted against him: he, 

[ there fore, thought it would appear most 
j unfair, if one person, not a member of 
I the house, was now to be prosecuted by 
| the Attorney-General, for a conduct ex¬ 
actly similar to that which had not been 
j considered to deserve such notice from a 
i gent, who was a member. He also thought 
i the I idles ter case was a much stronger 
case of bribery than the present He 
concluded by expressing a wish that the 
light hon. gent, would withdraw his mo¬ 
tion. 

Mr.C. ymic supported the motion, and 
repeated those observations which he bad 
before urged in the other stages of the 
proceedings respecting the Ayle&bury elec¬ 
tion bill. 

The Master of the Rods compared the 
present case with that of the other eases, 
where the committees had reported bri¬ 
bery; and contended, that if this case, 
which was by means an aggravated one, 
should be selected for the severest exam* 

( pie, it would appear that there was no 
fixed rule which governed the conduct of 
| the house on those occasions, but that the 
decision of them would depend ou acci¬ 
dent or caprice, the presence of this mem¬ 
ber, or the absence of another, or what 
interest was likely to be increased or di¬ 
minished by letting in the neighbouring 
hundieds to share with the burgesses in 
the elective franchise ; he therefore op¬ 
posed the motion. 

Mr, It. Ward stated his opinion, as a pro¬ 
fessional man, that the evidence given be¬ 
fore the committee was not such as should 
lead the house to suppose that Mr. Bent 
could, before a jury, be convicted of th« 
offence ascribed t,o him. 

Sir John Newport opposed the prosecu¬ 
tion on the same ground as the Master of 
the Rolls. 

, Mr. Rankes said he was sorry the matter 
had been mentioned at all. He did not 
wish for a prosecution ; but as the motion 
had been made, be thought the house 
ought in duty to agree to the motion, as 
he feared this was a growing evil; and the 
house, by putting a negative on the mo¬ 
tion, would seem to encourage it. 

Mf. Sheridan thought that the house 
5rould be proceeding capriciously and par* 
tially; if it agreed to the present motion# 
It was admitted on all hands that the gent, 
against whom it was directed, v as less % 
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criminal than others against whom nopro- 
\ secutidns had been carried on. And in the 
present emu of 11' hester, which was hehl 
to be a very aggravated one, no such slej // 
as this wais cousidci ed to be necessary f a 
For these reasons he would move, “ that 
the other orders of the day be read/' 

Mi. Rose said, the present was the only 
case which had come within his knowledge*; 
and such as it was, he lelt it his duty to 
make the present motion upon it. lie had 
no recollection of the case of Ilchestcr, to 
which the hon. gent, alluded ; but as it had 
been mentioned, he would that very da\ 
move lor the evidence that hacf been given 
before the committee lor trying the merits 
qf that election, in order to move for leave 
to bring in a bill similar to that winch 
lately passed the house with regard to 
Aylesbury. His sole motive in making the 
present motion was, to prevent the re¬ 
currence of bribciy and corruption at elec¬ 
tions.—After a lew observations iiom Air. 

C. Wynne, the amendment was carried 
without a division, and of course the mo¬ 
tion was lost. 


JiOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, May 10. 

[Minutes.] —The Prize Agency bill 
was brought in and read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time to¬ 
morrow.—An Account was laid on the 
table of the stale of the different prisons: 
in Ireland.—Sir W. W. Wynne adverted to 
a summons which he had received from 
Sir C. INI organ, requiring his attendance 
at a Court Martial at Chelsea Hospital on 
Monday next, in order to obey which, he 
requested he might be dispensed from at¬ 
tending the Middlesex Election Committee 
-on Monday and Tuesday next.—The sum¬ 
mons to attend having been read, and the 
hon. member having sworn to the truth of 
the said grounds of his motion, leave of 
absence was accordingly granted; but, 

' upon the motion of Lord Marshall), it was 
\esolved that the Middlesex Election Com¬ 
mittee'should, on its rising, on Saturday, 
adjourn till Wednesday.—Mr, Sec. Yorko 
brought up the following message from his 
Majesty, via-; “ G. R. His Majesty hav¬ 
ing taken into his royal consideration, the 
circumstances attending the deajth of^that 
excellent and upright magistrate, Arthng 
Lord Kitwarden, fete Chief Justice of his 
J^ajesty’s Court of King's Bench, in lie. 

’ mho, recommends to his faithful Com¬ 


mons to grant an annuity M 1300L per 
arm. to the Viscountess Kilwarden; as 
also to take such measures as may be the 
most effect mil for continuing the same m 
manner the mast advantageous to the fa¬ 
mily of the said Arthur Lord Viscount 
Kilwarden."—On the motion oi Mr. Sec. 
Yorke, his Majesty’s most gracious mes¬ 
sage was ordered to be taken into farther 
consideiution on Monday next.—Mr. L ug 
moved, that a new writ be issued for the 
Hot lion of a member to serve m parlia¬ 
ment for the University of Cambiidge, in 
the loom of the Right Hon. William Pitt, 
who since his election has accepted the 
offices of First Lord Commissioner of the 
') l easury, and Chancellor of his Majesty's 
Exchequer. 

[letUENTEit Election Committee.] 
—Mr. Rose, pursuant to lus notice ot yes¬ 
terday moved, Th.it the minutes of the 
evidence given beuuc the IIchcsler Elec¬ 
tion Committee, should he laid upon the 
table, for the purpose of considering whe¬ 
ther there weie such circumstances as would 
lequire the house to order a prose i mion. 

Sir IF. Voung, who was chairman of 
that committee, consult! ed the present 
motion as a reflection on the committee, 
whose duty it would have been to have 
moved such a prosecution, if, in their judg¬ 
ment, the circumstances of the case re- 
quned it. 

Mr. Rose said, that his motion was in 
consequence of its having been M'sterday 
asserted, by an hon. gent., that tin: Uches- 
ter ca>e presented more flagrant instances 
of bnU ry and con upturn than that of 
Aylesbmy. 

Sir Ii\ Young insisted that the cases were 
not similar, as theie were no instance sat 
iichcster, of money having been given be¬ 
fore the election, m the way winch hud 
been done at Aylesbury. 

Sir IF. IF. Wynne opposed the motion, 
as conveying an impropei imputation on 
the conduct of the committee.—The ques¬ 
tion being then put on Mr. Rose's motion, 
it was negatived without a division. 


I10UHE OF LORDS. 

Friday, May 11. 

[Minutes.] —Counsel was Jieard rela¬ 
tive to the appeal from the Exchequer 
Chambers in Ireland, Ebenezer Radford 
Rowe, Esq. v . Paver and Hobbes. The 
Judges attended upon the occasion. The 
farther consideration of the case was ad->, 
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jill, and the Aylesuury Line- I . 111,5 aa y 4 
presented, and were severally mitt*-'** to trj 
e.-r-Lord Auckland moved, / Odious respei 
: be sent to the Common s, / f^skeavd, hut 


journed till Monday—The Custom Duties 
bill was brought up from the Commons by 
Mr. Vansittart and others. The Solway 
Fntb Fishery bdh and the Aylesbury Klec- 
tiou bill were pn 
read a first time 
that a message 
requesting a copy o( the minutes of the 
evidence upon winch they passed the Ayles¬ 
bury Election bill; which was ordered ac¬ 
cordingly.— The bills upon the table were 
forwarded ui their respective stages.—The 
6’th report of the Committee ol Naval In¬ 
quiry was presented, and ordered to be 
printed for the use of their Lordships.— 

* An Account of the state of the gaols in 
Ireland was presented by Mr. Johnson, 
from the Irish Secretary of State’s office, 
and oiderecl to lie on the table.—Lord 
lldufcesbuiv picsentcd a message from his 
Majesty", relative to the family of the late 
Arthur Lord Viscount Kilwarden, Chief; 
Justice ol the Court of Kiug's Bench, in 
Ireland, similar to that delivered yester¬ 
day to the House of Commons, and do- ; 
tiling the c oniuircnee of their lordohips, 
in enabling ins Maje-ty to tarry the said 
intention into elb'< t. Lord Jlawkeshury 
then mo\ed. “ That his Majesty’s message 
be taken neo consideration on Monday 
next, and th tt their lordships be summoned 
for*lhal day ; which was ordered accord- 
iujily.” 

[Deff.yce of the 0ouvtrv.]— The 
Marcjuis of Stafford rose, and addressed 
the house as follows: My lords ; since I 
List had the honour of addressing you, a 
change, I understand, has taken place in 
his Majesty’s councils ; and I am informed 
a new administration is about to be form¬ 
ed; an administration, I am afwiid, not 
formed upon that In oad and extensive basis 
which will include all the talent and abi¬ 
lity of the country; but, it will include a 
right hon. member of another house, a 
right hon. friend of mine, in whose talents 
and abilities I place the highest confidence, 
and whose great merits are well known to 
your lordships. He has of late directed 
his attention in a particular manner to the 
defence of this country, against the gigan¬ 
tic efforts of the enemy. He, my lords, 
may be truly called a giant refreshed.* 1 ' 
Upon this ground, I propose, jviih your 
lordships* permission, to withdraw 
motion which I felt it incumbent on me 
more than once to postpone.—The order 
of the day for summoning their lordships 
was then read pro forma, and discharged 
Adjourned to Monday, 


HOUSE OF COMMQNS. / j 

Friday, May 11. 

This day a ballot was fixed for a coin¬ 
fo try the merits of the several pa¬ 
rting the late election for 
hut there being only 97 /Mem¬ 
bers present nt four o’clock, the house 
adjourned till to-morrow. 


house of lords. 

Monday , May LI . 

[Mi nutes,]—T he. farther hearing upon 
the Irish Appeal cause, Ilowe v. Paver, 
was postponed.—Counsel were finally heard 
relative to the Scotch Appeal, the Duke 
of Quecnsberry, v. M c Murdo, viz. Mr. 
Alexander, on the part of the appellant, 
in reply. After which the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor proposed to defer the farther considera¬ 
tion of the case till this day se’nnight, in 
order to afford the parties an opportunity 
of settling the affair between themselves* 
should they be so inclined ; in the interval, 
his lordship took occasion to observe, that* 
he certainly thought the case a very hard 
; however, when individuals thought 
proper to appeal to that house for a deci¬ 
sion upon their rights, they were to be 
judged according to the fixed and immu¬ 
table principles of strict right and justice; 
which uniformly dictated the decisions of 
their lordships. The farther consideration 
of the ensf was, agreeably to the Lord 
Cham ellofs motionf adjourned till Mon¬ 
day next -i-The Lius upon the table were 
forwarded in-lhci^^Sspcctivc stages. 

[Loro lvfn warden f s Family.}— The 
order of the day Leing moved for the con¬ 
sideration of his Majesty’s message, re- 
sitting his intention of settling an an* 
nuity r uf 12,OQOi on the family of the late ■ 
Lord Chief Justice Kilwarden, of In¬ 
land, his Majesty’s message was accordingly^ 
read, j y * 

/lh(fLord Chancellor quitted the woolsadjl, 
and, in tl^^teence.of his noble frjeml, 
moyeu a c^riJTponding address/fo his Ma- 
[(fetfty on the occasion of his most gracibus, 
dx&ssage,. jHe was confident that but one * 
bpipioiv^eting, and sentiment could per¬ 
vade tj^bouse upon the ocgdsiori'; for Iris 
own part, and speaking as a j^ofessional 
. man, he was convinced that no words in th$ 
the | lfffiguage could be beeper appliecf 

tfian tjiose m his Majesty’s message, which > 
characterized the late noble and wprthyL 
chief justice of Ireland, as an excellent; 
a^i upright magistrate. Undfr that im* 
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pression, fee moved an humble address to 
his Majesty, expressive of the desire of 
that house to afford him every facility in 
carrying his royal intentions in favour of 
the widow and family of that unfortunate 
shobleman into complete effect. The ad¬ 
dress was immediately voted uem. dis. and 
the Lords with white staves were directed 
to present the same to his Majesty.—Ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, May 14. 

[Minutes.] —The house proceeded to 
ballot for a committee to try thp merits 
of the petition of Mr. Iluslusson, on the 
Liskeard Election.—New writs were moved 
for the election of members to serve in 
Parliament in the room of W. Dickinson, 
Jun. Esq. who had accepted the appoint¬ 
ment of a Lord of the Admiralty, and of 
Lord Louvaine, and Mr. Long, who had 
accepted appointments as Lords of the 
Treasury.—Sir J. Anderson presented pe¬ 
titions from the London, Phoenix, and 
Pelican Insurance Companies, against the 
bill for establishing the Hants and Dorset 
Insurance Company, which were severally 
ordered to lie on the table.—The consi¬ 
deration of the Lords' Amendments to the 
Volunteer Corps' bill was put£; off to Fri¬ 
day; as was also the third reading of the 
English Army of Reserve Suspension bill; 
the second reading of the Irish Army ol 
Reserve Suspension bill; and the commit¬ 
tees on the Irish Revenue Regulation bill, 
and on the act of his present Majesty re¬ 
lating to the importation of tobacco and 
snuff. 

[LiverpoolDoCk bile.] —ft 1 r. Crretry 
moved, that the committee to whom the 
Liverpool Dock bill had been referred, 
should have power to send for such per¬ 
sons and papers as they may ' thin$ : pece£- 
sary to clear up the subject before them, 

'■ General,, Gascoigne declared, that she 
Could not coincide with the * hon. geiiL 
who had spoken last, as to the propriety of 
granting such powers. The papers were 
as much as .would fill half thc**Uousc of 
Commons. Besides that, a great quantity 
of the papers which would bo wanting had 
been consumed at the fire of the JExc^auge 
of i iverpoofe Me thought that at Vas* 
the \wm. member should assign some rea¬ 
sons ui lh«* bouse in support of such uu 
extraordinary motion* 


Mr . Skerrrian could not help expressing 
some degree of surprise at hearing the 
motion of his hon. friend termed extraor¬ 
dinary. He had signified his intention of 
making the motion to the committee, and 
surely that was sufficient notice on a sub¬ 
ject of that local nature. If, however, 
the gallant officer who had opposed the 
motion, and mentioned the circumstance 
of the fire at the Exchange, meant to say 
that it was his wish that the papers which 
had been consumed by that accident should 
not be produced, or that they should be 
specifically excluded from auv power of 
the committee, he had not tee least ob¬ 
jection to 50 much of the hon. member's 
wishes being acceded to,-—Mr. Dent spoke 
against the motion, and Mr. Johnstone 
supported it. The question was then put 
and carried without a division. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, May 15. 

[Minutes,] —Their Lordships, pursu¬ 
ant to the order of the day, resolved into 
a committee of privileges; and Lord M al- 
singham having taken the chair, counsel 
and evidence were farther heard respect¬ 
ing the claim of Lady Henry Fitzgerald to 
»he barony of lloos ; after which the com¬ 
mittee adjourned the proceedings until 
'Thursday se'nnight.—The house resumed, 
and the several bills upon the table were for¬ 
warded in their respective stages. The two 
Loan bills, the Wine Duties’ bill, and the 
Militia Subaltern Officers' Allowance bills, 
were read a third time and passed.—Some 
private business was then disposed of, and 
the hou&e adjourned till to-morrow, 

HOUSE OF COMM" NS. 

Tuesday , May 15. 

[Minutes.] —The house met at four 
o'clock, and proceeded to ballot for a 
committee on the petition of Thomas She¬ 
ridan, Esq. complaining oi an undue re¬ 
turn for the borough of Liskeard, The 
names of the members of the committee 
chosen were, C. Yorke, E.vp ; J. Allen, 
Esq.; II. Beach, Esq.; N. Yunsittarl, 
Esq,; W. L. Hughes, Esq.; II. Leycester, 
E»q.; J. Pattison, Esq.; J, Brodie, E&q.; 
W. Adams, Esq.; II. Borland, Esq ; A. 
lloldsworth, Esq. ; Sir H. Mildmav, Bt.; 
Sir J. Graham, Bt. Nominees, R. Want, 
Esq,; J. Johnstone, Esq.—New writs were 
ordered for the election of member^ in 
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the room of Lord Geo. Thynne, and the 
Hon. Jutui Speacer, who had accepted, the 
former the place of comptroller of the 
household, the latter of receiver general 
of the land tax lor the county of Oxford. 
—A petition was presented from the pri¬ 
soners confined in the county gaol of War¬ 
wick, and ordered to lie upon the table.— 
The committee on the several pel.lions 
from the Irish Linen Merchants was, on 
the motion of Mr. Foster, postponed till 
to-morrow se'nnight.—Mr. Poole, from 
the sec. of State’s office, presented, “ An 
Abstract of the Returns made pursuant to 
the act of me 43d of his present Majesty, 
intituled, ‘ An Act for procuring letuius 
relative to the Expence and Maintenance 
of the Poor m England, m so far as such 
returns have been transmitted to his Ma¬ 
jesty’s sec. of stale for the home depart¬ 
ment, up to the JJth of May, 180-1.'*— 
Ordered to lie upon the table, and to be 
printed.—Adjourned. 

house or lords. 

Wednesday, May iG. 

[Minutes.] —The Royal Assent by 
commission was given to the 14 £ millions 
English Loan, 1 } millions Irish Loan, Mi¬ 
litia Officers* Qualification, Militia Sub¬ 
altern Officers' Allowance, Additional 
Wine Duty, and Statute Duty public bills, 
and to a number of private bills.—Coun¬ 
sel were heard at considerable length re- 


their counsel.— -The oaths of abjuration 
mul fidelity being duly administered 
Mr. Christjan Kuuffmann, the bill for hi& 
naturalization v\as read a second time, and 
refoired to the consideration of a commit-, 
tee. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, May id. 

[Minutes.] —A message was brought 
from the Lords, requiring the attendance 
of this house at their lordships' bar, to 
bear liis Majesty's assent given by com¬ 
mission to certain bills. Mr. Speaker, 
accompanied by several members, accord¬ 
ingly attended forthwith, and being re¬ 
lumed, reported to the house, that the 
Royal assent had been given, by commis¬ 
sion, to the two Loan bills, the Excise 
Duty bill, the Militia Officers' bill, the 
Militia Adjutants' Allowance bill, and the 
Statute Duty bill.—'The further report, of 
the committee on the Irish Currency was 
brought up, and ordered to lie on the ta¬ 
ble, and be printed.—An Account was 
laid before the house from the commis- 
sioneis of customs in Scotland, of all the 
clover seed imported into Scotland for the 
last 7 years.—An Account was also laid 
before the house from the commissioners 
of excise in Scotland, of the arrears and 
of the balances now in their hands. Or¬ 
dered to He on the table.—A paper was 
laid before the house from the sec. of 
lative to the Scotch appeal, Wm. Grieve, j state’s office, respecting the returns rela- 


Esq, v , Lieut. Col. Francis Conyugham 
and James Grey; viz. Messrs. Romilly and 
Warner, on the part of the appellant. 
The farther hearing was adjourned till Fri¬ 
day.—Mr. Alexander, accompanied by 
several members, presented the answer oi 
the Commons to their Lordships' message, 
4 requesting a copy of the minutes of the 
evidence upon which they passed the 
Aylesbury Election bill; importing that 
the same should be forthwith communi 


tive to the expence and maintenance of 
tiie poor in the different counties of Eng¬ 
land, Ordered to lie upon the table,— 
The bill for regulating licences taken out 
iu Scotland, for retailing exciseable liquor 
in Scotland, was read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time to-mor¬ 
row.—The Criminal Offenders’ bill was 
read a second time, and committed for 
Friday.—Sir John Newport gave notice* 
that on to-morrow se'nnight he should bring 
cated; and accordingly the document in forward a motion respecting the property 
question was delivered by Mr. Alexander, tax, as far as it affected income drawn 
The bills upon the table were forwarded from Ireland.—A new writ was issued for 
in their respective stages.—A petition was the election of a member for Sutherland* 
presented by Lord Walsingham, from cer- in the room of the Right Hon. W. Dun* 
tain electors of the borough of Aylesbury, das, who, since his election, had accepted 
against the Aylesbury Election bill, pray- the office of sec. at war.—Mr. Wilberforcd 
ing leave to be heard by theft; counsel, gave notice, that he should bring forward 
Ordered to lie on the table.—The Ayles- Ips motion for the abolition of the slave 
bury Election bill was ordered to be read trade to-morrow se'nnight. 
a second time this day fortnight; and that [Liskeard Election.] —Mr. t For#** 
the petitioners have leave to be r heard by from the select committee who were ap* 
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' pointed to try and determine the merits 
of the petition of Thomas Sheridan, Esq, 
complaining of an undue election and rer 
titru for the borough of Liskeard, reported 
the house, that William IJuskisson, 
Esq. is duly elected, atid that the said 
petition did not appear to the said com¬ 
mittee frivolous or vexatious. 

Mr. Rose, from the select committee 
who were appointed to try and determine 
the merits of the petition of William IIus- 
kisson. Esq. respecting the last return of 
a member to serve in Parliament for the 
borough of Liskeard, reported to the 
house, 11 that William Iluskisson, Esq. 
only pught to have been returned a bur¬ 
gess to serve in Parliament for the said 
borough.” The said determination was 
ordered to be entered in the Journals of 
the house, and the deputy clerk of the 
Crown was ordered to attend to-morrow 
with the double return for the borough of 
Liskeard. and amend the same, by taking 
off the file the indenture by which Thomas 
Sheridan, Esq. was returned. Mr. Rose 
also acquainted the house;, that the said 
committee had come to a resolution, 
§t that Mr. John Dayman, under sheriff 
of the county of Cornwall, in annexing to 
the writ the indenture complained of in 
the said petition, acted contrary to his 
duty, and m violation of the privileges of 
Parliament.” The right lion. gent, in 
compliance with the injunctions of the 
committee, tliyn intimated his intention 
of submitting a motion to the house, on 
a future day, respecting the conduct on 
that occasion of the said under sheriff of 
Cornwall. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he was extremely 
glad to find that the charge of corruption, 
about which so much had been said on 
this subject, niade no part of the report 
from the committee. In the resolution 
just reported, he sincerely believed the 
committee had decided according, to the 
evidence before them; but he was also 
$ure, that if Mr. Damon should be 
brought to the bar of that house, he would 
Be : fully able satisfactorily to exculpate 
himself, and to prove, that lie had acted 
from no corrupt intention. 

Mr. Hose replied, that Mr. Dayman 
had the advantage of very able counsel 
before the committee, and had *been,ably 
defended. He did not mean to impute te 
him any corrupt motive, nor did- such 
a charge constitute any part of the report. 
Hut it appeared that he bad acted wil- 


I fully; and although the same degree of 
I moral turpitude did not sfttach as if he 
had acted corruptly, yet the result to the 
public was equally mischievous. In the 
motion he was about to make, it was not 
his intention to precipitate any measuie in 
relation to Mr. Dayman, but give him full 
time for preparation ; and he should there¬ 
fore move that the report be taken into 
consideration this day fortnight. Ordered. 
—The minutes of the proceedings of the 
said committee were ordered to be laid 
before the house. 

HOUSE 01* LORDS. 

Thursday, May, 17. 

[Minutes.]—T heir lordships, pursu¬ 
ant to the order of the day, resolved into 
a committee of privileges and Lord Wal- 
smgiuim having taken the chair, counsel 
and evidence were farther heard respect¬ 
ing the claim of Sir Cecil Bishop, bait, 
to the barony of Zoucli. After a few ob¬ 
servations, from the Earl of Rosslyn, rela¬ 
tive to the proper line of proceeding as * 
the case then stood, and a shoil explana¬ 
tory conversation between the Duke of 
Norfolk and the noble chairman, the far¬ 
ther consideration of the case was ad¬ 
journed until this day fortnight. Prayers 
were then read, and the Earl of l)uit- 
mouth brought down Ins Majesty's an¬ 
swer to the address of their lordships, 
concurring in his Majesty's intention of 
providing fur the widow of the late Lord 
Viscount Kilwaidcn.—The several bills on 
the table were passed in their respective 
stages.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OK COMMONS. 

Thursday , May 17. 

[Minutes.] —Mr. R. Ward presented a 
petition from certain prize agents, against 
the bill pending for the regulation of prize * 
agency. Ordered to lie on the table, and 
leave givcu to the petitioners to be heard 
by counsel upon the second reading of the 
bill.—The Solicitor General obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to indemnify soli¬ 
citors and attornies for omitting to take 
out certificates pursuant to the act of the 
37th of tjic King,—A message was re¬ 
ceived from the Lords, intimating their 
lordships had agreed to the additional 
Export and Import Duty bill.—Mr. S. 
Bourne moved for a return of the amount 
of the harbohr dues levied in the Isle of 
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Man, with the disbursement thereof, from, 
the 5th of July 1791, to the same day in 
1803, distinguishing each year. "Ordered. 
—Mr. W. Dundas moved the second read¬ 
ing of the Scotch Excise Licence bill; it 
was accordingly read a second time, and 
oidered to be committed to-morrow.—-Ad¬ 
journed. I 


HOUSE OF LOItllS. 

Friday , May 18 . 

[Mr n u tes. ] — The royal assent was 
given, by commission, to the Custom Du¬ 
ties' Regulation bill, and to two private 
• bills. The Lords' coinmissioneis were the 
Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Dartmouth, 
and Lord Ilawkesbury. — The Earl of 
Powis (late Lord Clive) was introduced 
with the accustomed formalities, sworn, 
and took his seat. His lordship's sup¬ 
porters were the Earls of Dartmouth and 
Rosslyn. As soon as the noble earl had 
taken his seat, the Lord Chancellor took 
the opportunity to address him, for the 
purpose of communicating to his lordship 
the thanks of the house, recently voted to 
him for his very able, decisive, and meri¬ 
torious conduct, while governor of Fort 
Si. George, and the presidency of Madras 
in India. The Earl of Powis, in a short 
and appropriate speech, expressed his 
grateful feelings on the occasion, and his 
high sense of the honour confer] ed upon 
him by their lordships. — Counsel were 
heard in continuation relative to the 
Scotch Appeal, Grieve v. Cunnyngham and 
Grey, viz. Mr. Adam on the part of the 
Respondents. The farther bearing was 
postponed till Wednesday.—Several pri¬ 
vate bills were brought up from the Com¬ 
mons, and severally read a first time, and 
the remaining bills upon the table being 
forwarded, their lordships adjourned till 
Wednesday next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, May 18. 

■ [Minutes.] —Mr. Pitt took the oaths 
anti his seat upon his re-election lor the 
University of Cambridge. The right hon. 
gent, was introduced by Lord Castlereagh 
and the Master of the Rolls.—The house 
having, pursuant to summons, Attended in 
the House of Lords, the Speaker, on its 
return, announced that the royal assent 
had been given by.commi&sion to the Ad- 
"V OL« H« 


ditional Import Duty Bill, , and to several, 
private bills.—Mr. Huskisson took the 
oaths and his seat for Liskcard.—New 
writs were ordered for the election of a rc- ' 
presentativc for the county of Galway, in 
Ireland, in the mom of Lord Dunlo, who 
has accepted the office of one of the com¬ 
missioners for managing the affairs of In¬ 
dia ; also, for the borough of Christchurch, 
in the room of the right hon. George Rose, 
who has accepted the office of Paymaster- 
General of his Majesty's Land Forces; 
also, for the borough of Jlclston, in the 
room of Lord Fii^harris, who has been 
appointed one of the Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty's Treasury.—The Solicitor- 
General brought in a bill for indemnifying 
such Attornies and Solicitors as may have 
neglected taking out certificates, pursuant 
to the act of the 32d of his present Ma¬ 
jesty. Read a 1st, and ordered to be read 
a 2d time on Monday se'nnight.—Mr. J, 
II. Addington brought in a bill for amend¬ 
ing the acts for regulating disputes between 
the masters and journeymen engaged in the 
cotton trade. Read a 1st, and ordered to 
be read a 2d time on Monday se'nnight.— 
Lord Marsham reported from the commit* 
tee on the Middlesex Election, that it was 
their wish to bd allowed to adjourn from 
to-morrow till Wednesday next* The 
house, on motion, granted leave accord¬ 
ingly.—The second reading of the Friz© 
Agency bill was, on the motion of Mr. 
Jervis, postponed till Monday se'nnight.— 
Mr. Wilberforce said, that in order to suit 
the convenience of some gentlemen, lie 
should postpone to Tuesday se'nnight his 
intended motion for the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade.—Mr. R. Dundas obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for regulating the 
ex pence necessary to carry into execution 
the several acts with respect to the militija, 
of Scotland, and also the General Defence 
Act.—The house resolved into a commit¬ 
tee on the bill for facilitating the arrest of 
offend^# ; but a wish being expressed by 
Colonel Vereker and Mr, Ds Browse, that 
some provision should be made in the bill 
to enable grand juries ift Ireland to raise a 
fund for carrying it into execution, the 
chairman was, after a few words from the 
Attorney-General and Mr. Grmsby, di* 
rected to report progress, and to ask leave 
to sit # ags^n on Wednesday next. On th§ 
touse being resumed, leave was given ac¬ 
cordingly.—The house in a committee went 
through the Scotch £xpise Licence bjdl, 
i , 
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and tfei report was ordered to be presented 
,Qn Wednesday next.*—* Mr. Western, after 
some prefatory remarks upon the state o( 
our Corn Laws, and the necessity of adopt¬ 
ing some legislative* measure respecting 
-them, moved, in order to enable gentle¬ 
men to form an idea of the progress of our 
agriculture, and' the quantity of our con¬ 
sumption for several years back, and 
thence to judge how far the necessity he 
, had mentioned existed, ** that there be laid 
before the house an Account of the quantity 
of corn, grain, meal, dour, and malt, im¬ 
ported into, or exported from England 
and Scotland, from the ,5th of Jan. 1790, 
and also from the latter period, up to the 
5th of Jan. 1804, together with an ac¬ 
count of the bounties, drawbacks, and 
duties paid upon the same; also a state¬ 
ment of the average price of each specie 
of grain nr each year, distinguishing the 
Quantity, &t\ in each year. These motion*' 
were agreed to, as was a motion by Mr. 
Harrison, that a similar account should 
be made up to the latest period.—On the 
motion of Mr. S. Bourne, the account 
upon the table respecting the amount oi 
drawbacks allowed to common Brewers 
uuder the act of the 42d of the King, was 
withdrawn in order to present a more cor¬ 
rect account; which account was presented 
accordingly, and ordered to lie on the 
table.—The committal of the Irish Reve¬ 
nue Regulation bill was postponed till 
Wednesday next, as were the committees 
of supply and ways and means.—Mr. lhti 
moved to postpone, till Wednesday, the 
reading the report of the Lords amend¬ 
ments in the Volunteer Consolidation bill. 
Ordered.—Mr. Hitt also moved to post¬ 
pone till Wednesday se’nnight, the 3d read¬ 
ing of the Army of Reserve Suspension 
Bills, for G. Britain and Ireland; and, at 
the same lime gave notice, that lie should, 
in the interim, submit to the house a pro¬ 
position, connected with the atjtoecl °f 
those bills. Ordered.—After sffihe fur¬ 
ther proceeding on private bills, the house, 
Ciri the motion of Mr. Put, adjourned to 
Wednesday next.* 

[Ikdu Budget.] —Mr. Johnstone rose 
to enquire of a noble lord (Castlereagh) 
when he meant to bring forward the India 
Budget? As be understood that all the 
* accounts necessary upon that ocoaston were 
arrived from India* he hoped that woukj 
be not long delayed. The noble lord 
would, no doui t/bs as forward to bring 

the account of the public, as the public. 


At 23, 1804.— Minutes. 

would be glad to receive, the 500,0001. 
for which the noble lord had, in a former 
Statement, given them reason to look at 

this period. , , 

Lord Casikrengh replied, that the ac¬ 
counts alluded to by the hon. gent, were 
received, and that orders were given at the 
India-house to have them prepared with all 
possible expedition to be laid hetore this 
house. As soon as they should be on the 
table, the noble lord stated, that re 
would move for their being printed ; and, 
after the members should have full oppor¬ 
tunity of considering them, tie would bring 
forward the subject referred to by the hon. 
gent. ___ , • 


House of nouns. 

Wednesday, May 23. 

[Mi JTUTfcft.] —C ounsel we r c fin all V heard 
relative to the Scotch appeal, Gr.cve v. 
Cunnym;hain and others, viz. Mr. Alex¬ 
ander on the part of the u^ponrteutfc, and 
Mr. Romillv lor the appellants m reply- 
The farther consideration oi the case v\as 
no&tponed till Wednesday next. s a<» pri¬ 
vate bills were bionght up horn the (Ann. 
incuts, and were severally road a hrst 
time.—Tiiti bills upon the table were for¬ 
warded in their lespeetivc stays s.—Lord 
Walsingharn planted the icpotl of the 
committee upon the St. Paucras 1 cor bill; 
when the amendments were ri.id and 
ai: reed to by the house, and the lull ordered 
to be read a 3d time to-moir^w.—Some 
private busmens was then disposed oi; 
after which their loidslups adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, May 23. 

[Minutes.] —Mr. C. Long and Sir 
Evan Nepean took the oaths and their 
scats; the former for \\endover and the 
latter for Bridport.—A person Loin the 
chief secretary's office tor Ireland present, 
ed certain accounts relative to the revenue 
of Ireland, which were ordeied to lie. on 
the table.—Sir J. Anderson presented a 
petition from the Royal Exchange London 
Insurance Company against the bill now 
pending before the house, ior establishing^ 
Insurance Companies in the counties of 
Hants, Dorset, &c. which was ordered to 
he on the table.—A petition was presented 
from Monaghan, in Ireland, against the 
bill proposing additional duties on the 
Linen Trade, which was referred to the 
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committee already appointed t& take peti¬ 
tions of tins description under their consi¬ 
deration.—Mr. R. Dundas brought in a bill 
for regulating and enforcing several acts 
ior racing the militia force of Scotland, 
which was lead a first time, and ordered 
to be printed.—Lord Marsham moved, 
that the Middlesex committee have leave, 
on their rising to-morrow, to adjourn till 
Saturday next, which was ordered ac¬ 
cordingly.—Mr. Johnstone moved, That 
there he laid before the house an Account 
of the sums paid to neutral states, or to 
subjects of neutral states, as indemnifica¬ 
tions for ships taken from them from the 
* year 17.93 till as late a period to which the 
same can be made up. After a short con. 
veisation between the Attorney General 
and Mr, Johnstone, the motion was agreed 
to with this alteration oyly, that it should 
be of such sums as had been ordered to be 
paid for the purpose specified in the mo¬ 
tion.—The committee on the Felon's Ap¬ 
prehension bill was put off till Monday.— 
On the motion of Mr. lJankes, the house 
went into a committee on the Westminster 
Court-house bill, the report of whipli was 
ordered to be received to-morrow.—Mr. 
Calf raft gave notice, that it was his in¬ 
tention to bring toward a motion for ad¬ 
ditional allowances of pay to volunteers ot 
such a description as might not be able to 
affuul the necessary expences without 
some assistance; but at the same time he 
willed to wait till hr* heaid the intention 
of his Majesty's ministers on tins subject. 
On being informed bv the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, that it was Ins intention 
lo make some allowaru es to that class oi 
"volunteeis to winch he had alluded, and 
that some measure would soon he brought 
forward for that purpose, the lion. gent, 
consented to withdraw his notice.—Mr. 
Kimmird informed the house that he would 
put off his motion respecting half-pay 
officers, as he had not yet received that in¬ 
formation from the other side of the house 
which was absolutely necessary; but, that 
as soon as he should receive such informa¬ 
tion, he would take the earliest opportu¬ 
nity to- bring forward the motion of which 
he had given notice. 

[VolunteerCoxsolidationBill].— 
Lord Castlcreagk moved the order of the day 
for the farther consideration of the report of 
the committee on the amendments of the 
lords in the volunteer consolidation bill* 
and stated it as the opinion of the commit* 
tee, that the amendments made by the 


lords had a tendency rather*to carry into 
execution the measure that had been pro¬ 
posed by the house* than to introduce any 
thing new into the bill. 

Mr. Fox rose, and observed, that if lie 
understood properly the forms of the house, 
the further consideration of tins bill ought 
to be put off altogether. By some acci¬ 
dent or oversight, the committee to whose 
consideration it had been submitted, had 
not taken notice of one clause, which he 
thought of material consequence, as hav¬ 
ing been allot cd in the House of Lords. 

1 he act, as it originally parsed the House 
of Commons, contained the exemptions to 
certain personsfiom various taxes, such as 
turnpikes, hair-powder, <\;c. down to the 
5th of May, which date the Lords had 
thought proper to alter to the 1st of June. 
This, lie thought, was an imj roper alter¬ 
ation, and could not be acquiesced in by 
the Commons, by its containing an exemp¬ 
tion in a money clause, beyond the day 
originally appointed m the bill, lie pro¬ 
posed to reject this amendment entirely, 
and to leave the original date, the 5th of 
May, in order to act up to the old esta¬ 
blished rules and practice of parliament, 
lie conceived, that there could be no 
doulit as to this point, as there were nu¬ 
merous piecedents of such amendments 
made by the Lords upon bills, which were 
uniformly rejected by the House of Com¬ 
mons. Some people might imagine, that 
because lie was no great friend to the vo¬ 
lunteer system in general, that he wished, 
by staling his sentiments upon this point, 
to throw' obstacles in the wav of the fur¬ 
ther progress of the bill. He, however, 
had no such object in view, though it was, 
indeed, probable, that some of the clauses 
which had been objected to by a minor ty, 
might, upon re-consideration, be now dis- 
approved of by a majority. The bill ought, 
in the present instance, to be viewed as a 
money bUl> and therefore ought to be 
thrown out. Whatever might be the plan 
pursued by the house ou this occasion, he 
begged that its well-known privileges might 
not be viewed as a mattot of indifference. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. 
Pitt) said, that the question now before* 
tiie house was what was really consistent 
with their privileges and w hat was, in' 
the present* case, most expedient or con- 
v^iient to be done. He apprehended that 
there \y&s nothing in the amendment allu¬ 
ded to, which was inconsistent with the 
privileges of the house. The House of 
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Conrimohs had not bpen in the habit of re¬ 
jecting any amendment made by the Lords, 
whkH had a tendency to carry into effect 
the avowed object of any clause. A re¬ 
turn was intended to take place as soon as 
possible after the passing s of the law, but 
the execution of the act had been rendered 
impracticable upon so early a day as t be 
5th of May. The 4 lords, therefore, seeing, 
that for obvious reasons, the object in 
view by the Commons Could not be ob¬ 
tained at such a period, had only pur¬ 
posed to substitute another. If it was 
judged necessary, in order to attend p ir- 
ticularly to the privileges of the house, the 
amendment of the Lords might be still fur¬ 
ther amended, and the 1st of July insult¬ 
ed instead of the 1st of June. To throw 


out the bill was uunecessuiv, as the opi* 
uions of the house were already generally 
fixed on thft subject, and any delay must 
be attended with inconvenience, as some 
of the provisions made by the bill become 
every day more nece^ary. The amend¬ 
ments would be considered, and if any de¬ 
ficiency still existed, a supplementary bill 
might be afterwards introduced. '., 

Mr. Thomas Grenville said, ho did not 
find himself disposed to agree to the plan 
of passing a supplementary bill, upon the 
present occasion. It was not a mere mat¬ 
ter of convenience that the house were dis¬ 
cussing; the question before them was, 
whether that amendment was or was not 
of a nature which immediately and mate¬ 
rially entrenched upon their privileges : 
The clause amended by the lords, called 


upon the house for au assertion and indi¬ 
cation of their established and importa 1 ' 
privileges, which on similar occasions, 
they hud been in the habit of recurring to; 
he meant the mode so usually resorted to, 
of deferring the consideration of such 
amendments to any time they might think 
lit; not that such a plan liad been found 
to be the most practicable or convenient, 
but because the House of Commons had 


found it so essential to maintain their pri¬ 
vileges untouched, that they looked alone 
to their preservation, and he trusted that 
they would always be justly tenacious of 
them. * ‘ It was a manifest encroachment, 


tossy, that persons shall be exempted from 
certain taxes up to the 1st of June, instead 
of the 5 th of May only; and she idea of 
prolonging that time still further, by sifb- 

S 'i%)g the 5th Of July, would have a 
&r effect, and a supplementary bill 
M upt cure the evil complained of. He 


could not help thinking, that* any delay 
occasioned by adopting a a life rent plan, 
and i ejecting the clause, would not be a 
matter much to be lamented. He had all 
along wished to have a great propoition 
of the persons composing volunteer corps 
trained as a regular force, capable oi act¬ 
ing with our regular army. 

Mr. bV//gv>’ v Bathurst said, that as a 
member of the committee, to whom the 
bill beloie the huir-c had been refeired, he 
could mil help stating the reasons which 
had mdr<vd them to overlook, in their 
report, f he clause in question. The com¬ 
mittee had (ouMdired the nature of the 
amendment thereby made, and they had 
cut I bought it requisite to propose any al- 
leiation. lie apprehended that the point 
h .d not been very accurately stated by the 
L..o bon. gv tinmen who had objected to 
the aim ndnu nt. The question was net 
about lLie exemption, but about the time 
of making the return. The bill, after re¬ 
pealing the lormer laws,*proceeds to state, 

I hat persons entitled to the exemptions 
therein contained, §hall enjoy them till the 
house diacl lixid some pmticular day on 
which returns were to be made by tune 
miauling ''hirers. The 5th of May be¬ 
coming impiacticable, the house must of 
necessity have adopted mother day; and 
the next day mentioned was the 1st 01 
June, when it became possible to make n 
nl'iin 1>) the pirsent bill. Various pri - 
cedents inn,lit be staled in support ot such 
amendments. In t tx bills, when thcd-iy 
whvh the ''ominous had tix-.d tor the 
commencement cf exact: m had absolut v 
elapsed during the pacing of such bills, the 
Ih'use of Lords have always mention'd 
another day, which has been uniformly 
acquiesced in. r l T he principle, therefore, 
as fur as privilege was concerned, was pre¬ 
cisely the same in those as in the present 
instance. Such were the motives which 
induced the committee above stairs not to 
object to such an amendment by the Lords, 
and he hoped that the similar views of the 
question would prevail on the house not 
to look upon that amendment as any en¬ 
croachment on their privileges. 

Mr, Francis said,' that the hon, gent, 
who spoke last, seemed to him to carry the 
principle»a great deal further than what the 
house were bound to admit. It might 
happen that hone fide a tax granted by the 
^Commons from a certain time, might be 
altered, as to the dates by the Lords $o 
as to* prove a furtherance of the ,origiual 
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design; but it was different in the present house,' but was ^obviously adopted by tf*0 
case. It was quite inconsistent with the Lords in furtherance of that which was th$, 
privileges of the house to trust the fur- undoubted intention of the House of Com- 
therauce of their objects to any other mons, namely, to prevent any fraudulent 
house than their own. exemptions from being pleaded under the 

The Speaker said, he thought it his duty volunteer bill, to which, without this 
to state the information he had collected amendment, a wide door would have been 
on the subject from the journals ot the left open until the 1st of Aug. next. The 
house. In some cases*, the house had re- house would at all times have the right »a$ 
jected the bill altogether; but in others, the opportunity of vindicating and assert* 
which were more numerous, they had al- ing its privileges, without unnecessarily aft 
to red the clause. The Speaker bene went this moment seizing the opportunity of, 
into the detail of a variety of . lllus- weak and trivial question, and thereby mat- 
trative of both sides ol the ■argument, terially to embarrass the public service, 
which he had collected from he rer ords Mr. Grey differed with the noble lord’s . 
of the house, in order that member- mi Jit opinion, that the House of Commons would 
make what use of them they pleased m d’s- at all times have the power of asserting 
cussing the present question. and vindicating its own privileges.- In or- 

Mr. UlmtL.m was of opinion, Ar it m dor that it might best maintain them, it 
precise principle was laid dev n by die would not be right to establish a precedent 
house, but that e\ery iikhi w.i= left at against those privileges, by giving way, 
liberty to reason according to his feelings, even in the most trivial instance, to any 
Had the house of lords fixed no day, he authority, however lightly assumed by 
admitted that the day fixed by the Com- another house of parliament, to interfere 
mons would have been impossible as the with that which this house had ever con- 
btll now stood. But, at the same time, sidered and maintained to be its sole and 
there was some danger that they might go exclusive right. The noble lord had en* 
on from relaxation to relaxation; till that doavoureri iu this case to defend the 
privilege of which they had b^ni always so amendment, by stating, it was made by the 
jealous should be lost. He admitted it to Lords in furtherance of the intentions of 
be a matter of form rather than of sub- this house. Such language and such aa 
stance, but forms, he contended, ware argument he Jjeld to be most dangerous and 
necessary; and, as the whole was a matter deceptions; for, if once such a pretence 
of form, a few days later would be of 1 cry was admitted, he should be glad to know 
little consequence. in what bill it was, that the Lords might 

Mr. Sheridan vva surprised at some ob not plead a similar privilege, to overturn 
vatic ;s that had fallen lmm a righ* lu.iv every right of that house, under the as- 
uent. opposite (Mr. Bregge Bathurst.) II suined pretence of furthering its intentions, 
theie were any instances in which altera- They might thus amend every money bill 
lions had been made in the dates o*’ tax sent up by this house, and overturn every 
bills, the house must have been taken by privilege "of the purse, which this house 
surprize, and he did not think the com- had hitherto maintained with the most 
miltee would wish to be vindicated on this scrupulous jealousy. He could see no in- 
principle. Suppose the Lords had made convenience whatever likely to arise from 
no alteration in. the date, then the 1st of the rejection of the amendment, and letting 
August would have been the period, as the the clause stand as it originally did, the 
returns in May have already been made. 5th of May; more especially as the right 
The admission of a right on the part of tl*e hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) had proposed to in- 
Lords, he contended, was an encroach- troduce speedily a short supplemental? 
ment on the privileges of the house. act, in which this, amongst other defects 

Mr. Bragge Bathurst explained, by ob- of the bill, might be remedied; and as 
serving, that in the sentiments lie had ex- such a remedy was so near, he saw fa o 
pressed, he was borne out by the prece- reason why it should not be adopted, 
dents given from the chair. * Sir Henry Mildmay said a few words iti 

Lord Castlercagh saw no cause whatever sup{>ort # of the privileges of the house.-*- 
for rejecting the clause or the amendment The question was put, that the amend- 
made in it by the Lords, as in his judg- merits be read a second time, and agreed 
ment the amendment did in no degree * to,-—When the clerk came to read tbp 
whatever trench on the privileges of that clause just now debated, 
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Mr. F<w expressed his hope, that, from 
, what had passed, the house would fed the 
necessity of rejecting the amendment he 
had mentioned. The whole of the cases, 
«50 ably stated fronr the chair, were, in his 
tnintl, decidedly in favour of the rejection ; 
and more especially the case of the militia 
bill, in the year 1757, when the House of 
Lords thought proper to diminish, by 
furiendment, the number of-the militia 
voted by the Commons, and also tin' sum 
©£ money voted as the supply for the ori¬ 
ginal uurn her. The House of Commons, 
in that ca^e, did not act merely by reject, 
mg the amendment made by the Lords, 
but they maintained their own dignity, and 
vindicated their privileges with becoming 
spirit, by rejecting the bill altogether, and 
then introducing a new bill. But, as had 
■* been fairly and ably argued by his bon. 
friend near hjm(Mr. Grey), thi v most dan¬ 
gerous of all arguments upon which a jus¬ 
tification could be attempted for such an 
amendment, on the part of the Lords, was 
that urgfxl by the noble Lord (Castleieagh), 
that it was done in furtherance of the in¬ 
ter! ions of this house. For once only ad¬ 
mit that, and the business of exclusive 
control on the public purse would be at 
an end, ajirf the privilege of taxation com¬ 
pletely transposed to the Ilouse^of Lords, 
who would then be perfectly at liberty to 
make what alterations they pleased in the 
date of commencing, or the period of ter¬ 
minating a tax. Gentlemen had quoted 
precedents, to shew 1 that similar thingshad 
, been done; but those precedents were of 
very modern date, all within the last nine 
or ten years. But why not act by ancient 
precedents in those times when the house 
had shewn a most scrupulous aii£l dignified 
jealousy and vigilance towards its privi¬ 
leges i, In the course of this debate, a right 
hon. gent. (Mr. B. Bathurst), an expe¬ 
rienced member of parliament, and one 
who had himself for a considerable time 
presided in the chair of the committees of 
ways and means in that house, had assert¬ 
ed* as a precedent, that tllfc Lords ac¬ 
tually had altered the date of commence¬ 
ment in a. tax bill, and that the amendment 
bad been adopted by this house, without 
any Objection. If there was any such pre- 
, cedent that could by possibility have 
escaped the vigilance of this bouse^ he 
wished it ndw^b be read, as the house, 
Could not j^Might to reflect too strongly 
; upon a |Srcumstance so truly reproachful, 
l J* n^l^ence and inadvertency of which 
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it ought to be so much ashamed. But if 
such precedents were once admitted’ to 
have any authority, this house might as 
well give up the* busmens of taxation at 
once, and abandon its claims of privilege 
asidie matter of form, and take it&icmcdy 
in a more rejection of amendments m mo¬ 
ney bills, as well as in all possible cases in 
which it has the same power of disagree¬ 
ment from the amendments of the Lords. 

Mr. Pitt felt it unnecessary again to go 
over the ground he had already argued, 
lie must be widely misunderstood by any 
! gent, who supposed him to argue generally 
that a view ol acting in furtherance to the 
wishes of that house would, m all cases, 
justify the alterations made by the other 
house of parliament in bills sent up by this 
house, money bills as well as others. He 
used the argument specifically, and in le- 
lation only to the precise case before the 
house and cases ot a similar kind, and by 
no means in relation to money bills, or 
any other, wherein an amendment could 
be even for a moment supposed to com¬ 
promise a tittle of the privileges of this 
house. But the principle did not hold fas¬ 
tidiously to every possible alteration that 
might be made even in a money Lull, but 
applied only to such cases as those where 
the obvious intentions of the house of 
commons were conti avoned. But, conceiv¬ 
ing the amendment in the present case to 
have been made purely with the intention 
of furthering the objects of this house, and 
not of contravening any of Us objects or 
privileges, he felt no necessity whate\cr of 
rejecting the amendment, so far as leav¬ 
ing out the words 46 5th of May/' with a 
view, however, to amend the date adopt¬ 
ed by the Lords,’ to the 1st of July, which 
he moved, and which was agreed to. 

Mr. Whitbread rose, and alluded to 
certain clauses in the bill respecting mas¬ 
ters and servants, inserted originally at 
his instance, but omitted by the Lords, 
lie wished, however, to know, if it was 
the intention of his Majesty's ministers to 
revive any clause upon this subject, be¬ 
cause if net, he should feel it his duty to 
make a specific motion for enquiry in Unit 
house, respecting the conduct of the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, which, if he were 
correctly informed, had been extremely 
oppressive, unjust, and illegal. 

Mr* Pitt requested the hon. member to 
state the circumstance to which he al¬ 
luded. 

Mr* Whitbread said, that he had a letter 
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in his pocket from the shire of B'amff, in 
Scotland, stating, that a respectable man 
there, named Morrison, had a servant, 
who, without Ins permission, or at all 
consulting him, hud entered into a volun¬ 
teer cotps. Mr. Morrison had inconse¬ 
quence discharged the man from his ser- 
vice. The man up) lied to the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate, to know what legal redress he had 
against his master; and though the Lord 
Advocate gave it as his answer, that the 
servant had no legal redress, yet he wrote 
to the deputy sheriff of Baftiff, stating 
that. Mr. Morrison’s conduct proceeded 
from disloval and disaffected principles; 
enjoined him, as far us lay in his power, 
to prevent the peo| le of Bainff from hold¬ 
ing anv intercourse with Mr. Morrison; 
instrm ting him, that if an enemy should 
find m dial j\art of the country, to make 
Monhson a (lo-e prisoner, and adding, 
that it, in t\n> event of an enemy landing, 
any part of Morrison s property should 
be destroyed, either by the enemy or the 
King's troops, to keep it out of the ene¬ 
my’s hand, he would take care Morrison 
should have no compensation. This was, 
he appteliended, illegal, and deserved # the 
animadversion of the house.—No reply 
was made to tins statement. 

The remaining amendments were re¬ 
ceived, and some rejected ; after which 
a committee of inquiry was appointed to 
explain to a comm litre of the Lords, the 
reasons for rejecting certain amendments. 

not si: of lords. * * 

Thursday, May 24 . 

[Minutes*.] —Their lordships, pursu¬ 
ant to the onkr of the day, resolved into 
a committee of privileges, and Lord Wal- 
gingham having taken the chair, counsel 
and evidence were farther heard relative 
to the claim of Lady Henry Fitzgerald to 
the Rous peerage and dignity; after which 
the farth* r consideration of the case was 
adjourned till Tuesday se’nnight.—*Ou the 
house resuming, the bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages; 
among these the St. Pancras Poor bill was 
road a third time and passed.—The Earl 
of Westmeath presented a petition from 
Robert Tighe, Esq. of the county of West¬ 
meath in Ireland, praying that leave be 
granted to bring in a bilf.to dissolve bis 
marriage with his now wife. His lordship 
observed, that an officer from the ecclesi¬ 
astical court in Dublin was in attendance. 


to lay the requisite st&lfcments before thefyr 
lordships. Accordingly, this person be-* 
ing called to the bar, and a copy of the 
proceedings in the ecclesiastical-court in 
Dublin, in the suit instituted by the peti- 
tioner against his now wife, was duly laid 
before the house. —Leave was then giveu 
to bring in the bill, and Lord Westmea v tfc 
presented the same. 

[Volunteer Consolidation Bill.J 
—Mr. Bmgge Bathurst, attended by a 
considerable number of members, ap¬ 
peared at the bar, and delivered a mes¬ 
sage, importing that the Commons de¬ 
sired a conference with their # lordships on , 
the subject of the amendments made by 
the latter to the Volunteer Consolidation . 
bill. The deputation from the Commons 
having retired, it was ordered that the 
desired conference' wjtff the Commons 
should take place, and th&t the same * 
should ' be presently held in the painted 
chamber. The messengers from the Com¬ 
mons being called to the bar, the resolu¬ 
tions of their lordships, respecting a con¬ 
ference, was duly communicated by the 
Lord Chancellor. After a short interval f 
their lordships were informed by the de¬ 
puty usher oLthe black rod, that the ma¬ 
nagers from the Commons*were in attend-* 
ance in the painted chamber, and waited 
to confer with their lordships. Accord¬ 
ingly a deputation, consisting of the fol¬ 
lowing peers, was appointed to manage the 
conlevonce on the part of their lordships, 
viz. the Duke of Montrose, Viscount 
, Carleton, Bishop of St. David's, Lords 
Harrowby, llawkesbury, Mulgraye, Mbut¬ 
ton, Elliot, and Uayning. On their lord- 
ships' return, the Duke of Montrose re¬ 
ported to the house, that they had con¬ 
ferred with the deputation from the Com¬ 
mons, consisting of Mr. Bragge Bathurst* 
and several other members, who had de¬ 
livered to their lordships’ deputies the bilF 
in question, together with a statement on 
the part of that house, relative to the 
amendments made by their, lordships to 
the bill. The bill and the documents al¬ 
luded to were ordered to lie on the table, 
and, on the motion of Lord llawkesbury, 
the report made by the noble duke wa» , 
ordered to be taken into consideration, d$ ' 
Monday.' ’ 

* *• 111 r 5=5 " ■ '"‘T asasgs s? ( , \ ' r 
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’ Thursday , May 24* 
i [Minutes.]—M r. H, Lascelles pre- 
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rented a petition from the sheermen and 
dottuworkers in the county of York, 
praying leave to have a clause for the pro¬ 
tection of their interests, introduced into 
the bill for the better regulation of the 
woollen manufacturers of the northern 
Counties, for bringing in which leave bad 
already been obtained/ Referred to « 
committee.—Sir J. Newport deferred his 
motion relathe to the Property Duty act, 
so far as it affected the property of gem. 
from Ireland, to Wednesday next.—A uew 
writ wafi ordered on the motion of Mr. S. 
Bourne, for the election of a burgess for 
the borough of‘Tralee m Ireland, in the 
room of the*right hon. G. Caimiug, who 
Bad accepted the place of Treasuier of his 
Majesty's navy.—Mr. Shaw gave notice 
that he should, on Monday next, move 
for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
Insolvent Debtors,—-The Scotch Exuse 
licence bill was read a tlnrd time and 
passed.—Mr. C. Wynne moved, that the 
Speaker do issue no wnt for the election 
Of a member for Aylesbury before Mon¬ 
day fortnight. Ordered.—Mr. Alexander 
brought up the report of the Westminster 
Court-house bill. The amendments were 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 
a third time ou Monday next.—Mr. 
iiaukes gave notice, that on Monday he 
should move lor certain accounts relative 
to the Al per cent, duties, in older to 
complete other accounts that wi re aheady 
on the table; ami that he would also move 
for certain impressed accounts, so far as 
tbe same were connected with the civil 
Jist—On the motion of Mr. Calvert, Mr. 
Plomcr obtained leave of absence for one 
month, on account of his health.—A mes¬ 
sage from the Lords informed the house, 
that their lordships had agreed to the 
Cumberland and Galloway Fishery bill; 
and that the Lords hud passed a bill for 
4he better employment of the poor m the 
(parish of 4bt. Paheras, for erecting a wuie- 
iouse therein, &c. to which they desired 
&he concurrence of the Commons. 

[Vojluntrjsu Consolidation Bill.] 
Bragge Bathurst brought up the 
report of the committee appointed to 
4raw »p the reasons to be assigned for dis¬ 
agreeing to certain of the Lords* amend 
merits to the Volunteer Consolidation bill, 
pursuant to the directions of*the house. 
The report hiving becri read, and the re¬ 
coils agreed to by the house, 

Lord Castkrtngh moved, that a con¬ 
ference be desieed vith the Ph the 


! subject matter of these said amendments; 
and that Mr. Bat hurst be directed to go to 
the Lords, and desire the confluence. Or¬ 
dered. 

Mr. Bathurst , on his return from the 
I House of Lords, wheie ho attended, as 
I directed, to du,no the couferciuu, in¬ 
formed the house from the liar, that then* 
lordships had agreed to the conference, 
and had appointed this day for holding the 
same in the painted chamber. 

Lord Cu&tlncag A then moved, that the 
committee Mho Uad drawn up the rcaf-ous 
to be assigned for disagreeing to the 
amendments, should be appointed to ma- 
I nage the conference on the part of the* 
house. Ordered. The committee, of 
j course, proceeded forthwith to the painted 
chamber, in order to hold the conU time. 

After a short absence, Mr. Bathuixt, 
with the committee, appeared at the bar. 
whence he reported to the hy^re that their 
managers had had the conference wiih the 
Lord?, and that the conference had been 
managed on the part m the Mouse of 
Lords by the Duke of Montro** .—Ad¬ 
journed to Monday. 


* not si. or Lou ns. 

Mainfay, jhhnj 28 . 

£Ml\' itti:s ]— 1 Conned were heard nt 
com 1 denible length relative to the \pj.eul 
cause, Lucena t. Craufmd, \r/. Mr. Krs- 
kme ou the part ol the appellant. The 
faithtr eonsuieiation of the case was ud- 
journed till Wedncsduv sc/nmght.—It was 
ordered, on the motion of Ins Grace the 
Archbishop of Team, that the thanks of 
the house be given to the land Bishop 
of Gloucester, for the excellent sermon 
picached by lnm before then lordships, on 
.Friday the ShUh inst.—The Marquis of 
AUrcorn acquainted their loidships, that 
he should have to present a petition to 
the house; but it was one of that peculiar, 
grave, ami serious nature, that he deemed 
some pievious notice necessary, mawnuch 
as it respected the administration ol jus¬ 
tice in Ireland, and implicated one ol his 
Majesty's judges in that part of the united 
kingdom, ft was his intention to present 
it on Thursday next, ou which day he 
should be in his place about 5 o'clock. 
He bopdd a full attendance would then 
take place, and with a view to proeme it, 
he would propose that their lordships bo 
summoned for that day.—The noble mur-> 
quis having moved to Ui&t effect, it waa 
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ordered accordingly.*—Lord Grenville pre¬ 
sented two petitions in favour of the 
A) lesbury Elect ion bill, signed by a con¬ 
suls able number of persons, and retting 
forth how their interests, m different wavs, 
were involved in the measure ; praying 
that the same may be passed, imo a law, 
and for leave to be heard bv counsel, &c. 
in support of the allegations in their re¬ 
spective petitions. The petitions were or¬ 
dered to he on the table, and leave was 
granted to the parties to be heard by their 
counsel. 

[Vd >hint etch, Consolidation Bill.] 
—Lord lhmfersbunj moved the order of 
the day, for taking into consideration the 
reasons offered by the Commons, at a con¬ 
ference, for disagreeing to certain of the 
amendments made by their lordships to 
the Volunteer Consolidation bill ; which 
being read, tbe noble sec. observed, that 
their lordships would perceive, by the 
printed reasons upon the table, that the 
Commons had agreed to the far greater 
part of their Lordships* amendments to 
the bill in question; and among which 
vm e included almost every amendment of 
importance made by lh.it* house. There 
were, some few which he thought, under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, 
tlmu ji M>me of their lordships, and to a 
cutain degree himself might consider in 
some points of view, as important, it 
would he preferable not to insist upon, 
as such a line of conduct might injuriously 
delay the enactment of the bill,* which 
reitamjy contained many salutary regula¬ 
tion*, and which the speedier they were 
acted upon, would be proportionally effi- 
C’ent. Me thought it better to state thus 
much generally in the first instance, though 
the first alteration made by the Commons 
could only, at that moment, be regularly 
the subject of discussion. The first in 
order was the additional amendment made 
by the Commons with respect to the pe¬ 
riod to be fixer! for the commencement of 
the bill; but this they would perceive was 
only in furtherance, and proceeded pre¬ 
cisely upon the same principle, that the 
original amendment was made by their 
lordships,* who thought that under the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case, the word June 
should be substituted for May. * This the 
Commons, with a reference to present cir¬ 
cumstances, farther amended, by inserting 
July instead of June. On this point, he 
thought no difference of opinion could 
exist. With respect to the last amend- 
VO L, 11. 


ment -which was made the subject of dis¬ 
cussion, th it wl i h went to render cet*r 
tain officers of v.ff mtecr corps in some 
degree public aecortiptaiits, he should not 
then troubL; t! cir loidships with any do-, 
tailed observations upon it, as the provi¬ 
sion in qvie.lion mi Jit be ameliorated or 
rectified by a subsequent bill, which it wps 
in contempbition to introduce upon the 
subject, aud which the powers given by 
the last cla ise in the bill, authorizing the 
repeal, amendment, &<:. of the bill du¬ 
ring the p-'esent session, afforded an op¬ 
portunity of doing.—On the question being 
put respecting the Hist alteration made by 
the Commons, 

Lord Gretkille rose and observed, that 
after what had transpired upon the subject 
in both houses of parliament, he was in¬ 
duced to hope that the bill # to which the 
present discussion referred, would never 
again have been brought under the consi¬ 
deration of that house. Of the measure 
in general he had already repeatedly deli¬ 
vered Ins sentiments, lie could not, 
therefore, ingurd the apprehension ex¬ 
pressed by the noble sec. of state, as to 
the delaying or even the loss of the mea¬ 
sure, as of any serious consequence. On 
the contrary, he thought it Would be be¬ 
neficial, because he thought thejuill was 
not likely to be productive of any thing, 
but a plentiful crop of disagreement, con¬ 
fusion, and-disappointment throughout the 
country, As to any service it could do, 
he knew of none, save such part of it as 
respected the calling out corps on perma¬ 
nent duty; and this, his lordship observed, 
had been done even during the discussion, 
with what colour of law he should not 
then inquire, and was still doing in dif¬ 
ferent parts of«the country. Ills lordship 
then made a variety of detailed observa¬ 
tions upon different leading provisions Of 
the bill, which had been before the subject 
of discussion in that bouse, and of which 
he expressed his disapprobation for the 
most part, even as amended by their lord* 
ships, which alone rendered these provi¬ 
sions tolerable; and his lordship particu¬ 
larly adverted to that provision, which, in 
effect, went to reader the commanding of-, 
ficers of corps, who were in general men, 
of rapk and consequence in their differed 
countifes, flie deputies or clerks to the an-. 
sAsors of taxes in the different district®. 
On the disagreement of the Commons to 
the amendment made by their lo dsbips in 
p. 34, 1. t>\ by enacting, that n stead of 
• E e 
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leaving it to the option ,of the party to 
appeal to the deputy lieutenants, or to any 
two justices of the peace, 1 that the inter¬ 
vention at least of one -deputy lieutenant 
was. necessary, a conversation of some 
iength arose, in which Lords Grenville, 
Fitzwilliam, Romney, Huwkesbury, and 
the Chancellor, were the principal speak* 
ers. The three first mentioned peers ar¬ 
gued for the propriety of insisting on the 
amendment made by their lordships, on 
the general grounds of expediency, con¬ 
venience to parties, and for local consi¬ 
derations. The objectors of their lord¬ 
ships were answered by the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor and the sec. of state. After which it 
was agreed not to insist on the amendment. 

On the disagreement of the Commons 
fo the amendment made by their lordships 
to the clause which respects the delivering 
up of arms «-and accoutrements, Ac. of 
members of corps to the commanding of¬ 
ficer, in certain cases, upon his demand¬ 
ing the same, a discussion of considerable 
length took place, and much difference of 
Opinion prevailed. 

Lord Grenville opposed it, principally on 
the gvound of its injustice, as giving au¬ 
thority to one man to take away the pro¬ 
perty of another. He trusted that no 
consideration of convenience could ever 
dispose their lordships to sanction so mon¬ 
strous a proposition. He was aware that 
it would he argued, that by rejecting that 
particular clause, noble lords hazarded 
the loss of the bill. He did not see any 
reasonable grounds for apprehension on 
that head, as another bill, precisely the 
game with that on their lordships' table, 
in every particular, except that highly ob¬ 
jectionable clause, could be passed through 
the other house in the shojt space of two 
days, and might on the third be submitted 
to their lordships, in a form to which 
there could be no objection. He took 
shame to himself for not having perceived 
at first the manifest injustice of that 
chthse ; and it must be in the recollection 
of their lordships, that when the amend¬ 
ment, lobviatifig that injustice, had been 
fiffct proposed bf a noble lord, whom he 
did dot now see in his place, th&t it was 
drmmfiiodsly acceded to; he trusted that 
their lofcistfips would, in support of their 
consistency, and the sacred principles of 
justice, maintain and defend the amende 
tnfcnt so proposed and adopted. 

b The Earl of Carlisle was atmous to re- 
vfe from dunisters some explanation ( 
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respecting the operation of that clause. 
He himself had clothed a volunteer corps, 
and supplied them with every thing but 
arms, which he could not procure, and 
which govt, had furnished, lie should 
think himself rather hardly dealt with, if 
this clause should be found to authorize a 
commanding officer to take those clothes 
and appointments from a set of men whom 
he knew and could confide in, tv) place 
them upon the backs of persons whose 
fates he had never seen. If this particu¬ 
lar clause invested any person with a 
power of so extraordinary a latitude, it 
was necessary that it should be either done 
aw’ay, or that it should be distinctly sig¬ 
nified to the country, and that nothing 
should be left to inference or implication. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he found him¬ 
self under the necessity, in consequence 
of some observations that fell from the 
noble baron who spoke last but one, to 
state his ideas of the operation-, of the 
clause. lie could not agree with|feat no* 
ble lord that it contained any so*rfc of in¬ 
justice. The clause vested the property 
of those clothes and accouli Clients in the 
commanding officer only pro tempore, and 
in trust. Whenever they should be claimed 
by the persons proving to have a legal 
right to them, such as to the King, m 
some instances, or to subscribers, the of¬ 
ficer was bound, on demand being made 
of the same, to give them up, under the 
penalty of 101. by this very lull. lie 
would, moreover, be subject to an actum 
of trover at common Jaw, and would, 
upon refusal, have da mages aw aided ngaimt 
him. He did not think that, subject to 
such process, one man in a hundred would 
think it prudent to refuse snrrcndoi mg 
property of which he was barely m tnol 
for others. His lordship saw much incon¬ 
venience likely to result from insisting on 
the amendment, and no probable injus¬ 
tice, in his opinion, could be derived from 
the clause pacing in its present shape. 

Lord Auckland said, that he by no 
means concurred in the reasons assigned 
by the Commons for rejecting several of 
the amendments proposed and adopted by 
their lordships. With regard to* |he pro*, 
sent amendment, which hb had some vetfy 
natural reasons to be partial to, be did 
not think it advisable to persevere in it. 
He could not expect to derive much be¬ 
nefit from a free conference with the Com- * 
mens, ax was proposed by a noble bar®u 
(Lord Grenville) after the grand reason* 
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"Inch they had* assigned for their dissent¬ 
ing from many of the amendments. He 
did not expect to convince them; and 
therefore, not wishing to risk the loss of 
the bill, he would not persevere in that 
amendment which he had the honour first 
to propose, and which had been rejected 
by the other house. 

Lord Grenville said, that the noble and 
learned lord had not understood the na¬ 
ture of the amendment, and the operation 
of its being rejected. It was impossible 
that his lordship, sitting in that place, and 
idling the highest seat of justice, should 
maintain that the law of property is to be 
violated by that house, rather than delay 
this bill; that the property of A is to be 
forcibly taken from him, and be given to 
L, for the sake of some political consi¬ 
deration. A noble lord had said, # the 
reasons of the Commons were so bad, 
they must have better behind. It was 
well known to what that alluded* But 
there were other methods, which, on a 
free conference with the Commons, might 
be adopted, without touching any of their 
privileges, or what they claimed as such ; 
and lie conjured the learned and noble 
lord to weigh well the effect of not insist¬ 
ing wulj him on this amendment* 

The Lord Chancellor said, he never 
would permit it to go out to the world in 
any form or publication, that it had been 
said in that, house, uncoutracticled by him, 
that he disregarded the law of property, 
that he was willing to sacrifice justice to 
convenience, lie did not conceive the 
bill as touching the right of property. He 
considered the legal construction to be, 
that the property remains in the same 
hands it belonged to before; although the 
delivery of the arms, &c. is required, and 
is made to the commanding officer. 

Lord GrcntUle said, he bad not attri¬ 
buted to the noble and learned lord, that 
he disregarded the law of property. He 
would not attribute that to any Lord 
Chancellor; he would not to the present 
Lord Chancellor, He had only said, the 
noble and learned lord bad not understood 
the nature of the amendment; and the 
proof was, the monstrous result, if he had 
understood it. 

Lord Mulgravc maintained, *that there 
was no necessity for the amendment, as 
the clause did not invest commanders witlt 
the property of the clothes, &c. but, 
merely with the right to demand'delivery 
of them* 


Earl Fifztoilliam could not figure how it 
was possible, when the journals of the tviad 
houses of parliament were consulted, to 
put such 1 an interpretation on the clause* 
It would be seen that the clause, as it ori¬ 
ginally stood, warranted the interpreta- * 
lion which the noble lord (Grenville) and 
others, had put on it. They had accord¬ 
ingly removed that idea, and had pre¬ 
vented, by the alteration which they had 
suggested, any chance of misconception. 
I'he Commons, however, had dissented 
from that amendment, which unquestion¬ 
ably they would not have done, iuid they 
viewed the original clause in the same 
light as noble lords would represent, so 
that the interpretation first put on the 
clause must be confirmed rather than re¬ 
moved. 

Lord Grenville, when the question was 
put, insisted on a division, when the* num¬ 
bers wore, Contents, 2d, Non-contouts, 8; 
Majority, 1—His lordship expressed his 
hopes that his Majesty's ministers would, 
agreeably to the promise held forth by the 
“noble sec. of state, bring in a bill to ex¬ 
empt commanding officers from the incon¬ 
venience of being subject to the law re¬ 
lating to public acoomptanls,—The re¬ 
maining‘amendments being agreed to, a 
message was ordered to be sent to the 
Commons, to signify the same, and that 
their lordships had not insisted on their 
amendments.—Adjourned to Wednesday. 

house or COMMONS. 

M on day , M ay 28. , 

[Minutes ]—The Master of the Rolls 
moved, Unit the thanks of th^ house be 
given to the ltcv. Dr. Jackson, Canon of 
Christ Church, Oxford, lor the excelleat 
sermon he preached before the house at 
St. Margaret's Church, Westminster, on 
Friday last, being the day appointed as a 
general fast throughout the kingdoms,— 
Lord Castlereagh moved for an estimate 
ol : tlib profit and loss of the East India 
Company’s sales, from the 1st of March 
>803, to the 1st of March 1S04, Or¬ 
dered.—The report of tile Com commit¬ 
tee was deferred to Thursday next, as was 
also the committee on the Scotch Militia 
Expeiices bill.—The Prize Agency bill was 
deferred*to Thursday se'unigbt, — Mr. 
Haukes moved for several accounts» 
tive fco the 4. per cent*. Duties* wnich^ro 
ordered accordingly,— *Mr. Shaut moved 
for leave to bring in a bill for the t$m of. 








'* Insolycntp^tors in IreUfic I. Mr.* Alder- 
nwi Cdmhe paid, ho saw no reason why 
such a bill should not ho tw(ended to 
England asj well as Ireland. Leave wav | 
accordingly given to biiiffg m the bill pur¬ 
suant to the alderman’s suggestion.—The 
second reading of the Coium ManuLic- 
turerri* bill was postponed to Thursday 
su'nnighu The bouse went into a com¬ 
mit t<o on the bill to prevent tlu: escape oi 
Irish Offenders; t»ie report was ordered to 
be received eu Wednesday.— Mr. Whit¬ 
bread gave notice that lie would, on Wed¬ 
nesday se'imigbt, move for a copy of the 
letter of the Lord Advocate of Scotland 
to the sheriff depute of Bauiftshirc, which 
Was oil record, relative to Mr. Morrison 
off that county, having discharged Ins m r- 
\aut for enlisting wiLhcut his consent into 
a volunteer coips.—Mr. S. bourne gave 
notice, in thp absence and in the name ol 
Mr. Pitt, who was not able to attend in 
his place, that it was the intention of Ins 
light hun. hiend to bring forward, on 
,Friday, a motion relative to the military 
force of the country. Mr. Addington ie-* 
quested to know from the hou. gent, who 
spoke last, whether the motion, of which 
he had given notice in behalf of his right 
hon. friend, on the subject of the military 
force of the country, was the same as 
that right lion. gent, had mentioned some 
time ago? Mr. S. Bourne replied, that 
he was not authorized to say it was the 
same, but he was inclined to believe it was 
nearly so. 

house of iouds, 

* Wednesday , May 30, 

1 [Minutes.]— The consideration of the 
Aylesbury Election bill, which stood for 
a second reading this day, and in which 
stage counsel were ordered to be, heard in 
support of the different petitions, was ad¬ 
journed till Friday. This proceeding took 
place on the suggestion of the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, to which he was induced chiefly 
with a view to the consideration of -the 
precedents furnished by similar cases. 
Accordingly the bill, after a few observa¬ 
tions from the Marquis of Buckingham, 
who seembd to ^concur in the propriety of 
wfa&t fell from the noble lord on the wook 
sack, 'ordered to be read a second 
time torrid ay.-*—Lord Thurlow $as itoorn, 
bills before the 
their respective 
ipon an appeal 


cause, which stood for fo^day, was post* 
poned, and some private business disr 
posed of; after which the house adjourned 
till to-morrow, when their lordships stand 
summoned upon the Marquis of Abeicorn s 
motion. 

iuuse of commons. 

Wednesday, May 30. 

[Minutes.] — Gen. Tarleton br night 
up a petition irom certain propm tors of 
fishcucs in the Solway Frith, against the 
hill now bcioru the house Jor the better 
regulation of the fisheiies m that arm of the 
sea. Ordered to lie on the table till the 
second reading of the bill.—A message 
from the Lords informed the hoist', that 
their .lordships hud agreed to the amend¬ 
ments made by the Commons in the L nd/ 
amendments of the Y'olunteer Consolida¬ 
tion bill, and that their lordships did not 
insist on their other amendments, to wlmii 
the Commons had disagreed.—Loid G. 
Thymic and Lord Louvaine took lour 
seats on their re-election.—Sir J. New¬ 
port gave notice, that he should to-mor¬ 
row move for an account of the diobutse- 
ment of the sum of 20001. voted last sc - 
sion for the compensation of certain ofli- 
ccts in Ireland, specifying particulars.— 
Mr. II. Brown brought up the second ie- 
port of the committee for carrmug into 
effect the act for the Improvement of the 
Highlands of Scotland. Ordered to Lc 
on the table.—The Westminster Court¬ 
house bill Was read a third time and 
passed.—The third reading of the English 
Auiiy of Reserve Smpension bill, and the 
second reading of the Irish Army of Re¬ 
serve Suspension bill, were put off to 
Monday se’nnight on the motion uf Mr. 
S. Bourne. — The Irish Accounts' bill 
passed through a committee; the report 
to be received to-morrow.—Mr. Alexan¬ 
der brought up the report of the Ciimi- 
nuis' Arrest bill. The amendments were 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 
a third time to-morrow.—Mr. Iluskisson 
moved, that the committee on his Ma¬ 
jesty’s message, relative to a provision for 
the family of the late Lord Kilwarden, be 
put off to Monday se'unight. Ordered.— 
Also, that the second reading of the At- 
torbies’ Indemnity bill be put off to Friday, 
Ordered, 

[Suave Trade,]—M r. JVUbcrjorcc then 
rose, in pursuance of a notice he had for¬ 
merly given, to submit to the house a mo- 


mrqnwpt his seat.—the 
b^fe ! Hvere forwarded in 
ei.—The judgment 
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tiou relative to the slave trade. The im- 
portau cv of the subject, the Ijoil gent 
stated, no man could possibly deny. But 
it’ at any burner period the subject had 
been considered of importance it must 
now be much more so, horn the present 
stale of the West Judies, and from tin 
general situation of Europe.' Its impor¬ 
tance also was still farther augmented by 
considerations derived horn the long habits 
and the established interest of the West 
India merchants. No mini was more dh- 
pUMid than ho was to respect this class t>) 
men, and to give them every reasonable 
indulgence: but ho had been always against 
the piinciple of the slave trade, and was 
now more than over convinced of its per¬ 
nicious tendency. An opportunity, the 
lion, gent, thought, was now offered, oi 
bringing tins abominable traffic to a ter¬ 
mination by pailiamentary regulations, 
without any material injury to individuals. 
'The subject had formerly occupied the 
altentiou oi the house to a very consider¬ 
able degree, and many details had been 
presented'to them, calculated to rouse 
their toolings; but so short-lived are the 
feelings of humanity, that much of the in¬ 
formation which gent, had possessed, he j 
was afraid, must have vanished from their 
'minds, lie did not think it necessary, 
however, to recur to his former arguments 
in all their extent, nor to direct their at¬ 
tention minutely lu the evidence that had 
been ionnerly laid before the house. After 
a very long and sermus investigation, and 
with it mans of evidence before them, tin 1 
In-use in the session oi 179were so much 
convinced of the injustice, as well as the 
bad edicts of this traffic, that though they 
did not immediately abolish it, as they 
ceitamly ought to have, done, in consist¬ 
ency with the general feelings of the house, 
they resolved on the 1st of May to abolish i 
it gradually, and followed up this resolu¬ 
tion by a determination that it should cease 
at the end of four years, and that means 
should be taken to prevent more slaves 
being imported to the West India settle¬ 
ments. Those resolutions, however* bad 
not been followed up, and the trade, with 
a few alterations that were then made, 
was still continued as formerly. To those 
who had no immediate interest yi the Sub¬ 
ject, aud who had never accustomed them¬ 
selves to reflect on its consequences, this 
might be a consideration of very little con¬ 
sequence ; but he begged gent. to recollect 
that thousands of our fellow-creatures w^e 


| suffering every (Jay from a continuation of 
' the pernicious system. Ho begged that 
gent, ivould attend to the incalculable 
evils that the slave trade produced on the 
coast of Africa. Such is the infatuation of 
those ignorant! and unfortunate princes, 
that in order to procure slaves for sale, 
they engage in wars with each other, either 
on frivolous pretences, or, should tii^se 
notoccui, without any pretence but the • 
arm of power. To augment this evil, an<| 

Co render the passion still stronger, \va 
tempt them with spirituous liquors, their 
attachment to which becomes so strong, 
that they will not hesitate to perpetrate 
auv injustice to gratify the passion, hi 
pursuance of this abominable trade, how¬ 
ever, we go still farther, and, when other 
means fail, we set fire to their villages, 
that we may catch the wretched fugitives 
in their attempts to escape fram that dan¬ 
gerous element; and this* by a strange 
perversion of language, we call a trade, 
and these inhuman and unwarrantable 
means the most successful mode of pur., " 
suing it. We thus violate the most sacred 
rights of maukiml, and introduce violence 
and injustice, by our incitements and ex¬ 
ample, into those unfortunate countries, 
which, from their ignorance, become a prey 
to our avarice. From this pernicious traf- * 
tic which we encourage, all their transac¬ 
tions with each other, and even the admi¬ 
nistration of justice itself, is made subser¬ 
vient to the procuring of slaves. The mi¬ 
serable victims are seized by their supe- 
liofs, and accused of unheard-of crimes, 
oi which little proof is necessary when their 
condemnation is previously determined on. 
The persons who are their judges, have an 
interest in their condemnation, while we, 
to the disgrace of a civilized nation, stand 
by to give the judges a share of the booty. 
It was worthy of remark, indeed, that so 
pernicious has been our connection with 
the unfortunate Africans, that the general 
progress of civilization has been reversed, 
and, contrary to former experience, the 
interior of the country has become the 
most refined, while those on the coast, 
who have had the greatest correspondence 
with us, have become the most profligate, 
the most ignorant, and the most corrupt. 
Not only, indeed, is this the case; but 
even ^vhe»e any sparks of civilization hay# 
appeared, our traders have taken care to 
extinguish them. In the interior of Af¬ 
rica, agriculture and several of jthe arts are 
known. They arc so lar civilized as to 
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,, asseftiblb \ti large towns, which h always 
a ^Soncomitant of refinernetit. " They can 
work in iron, and have several other Jmi~ 
rwfactvres, according to the accounts o/ j 
the best informed travellers. But if wfe 
direct our attention to the coast, we shall 
dnd neither arts nor commerce, nor any 
vestige of civilization; but, on the con¬ 
trary, wretchedness, ignorance, and su¬ 
perstition of the lowest and most degrad¬ 
ing kind. Even their superstition,* in or¬ 
der to be consistent in our wickedness, we 
attempt to encourage, and notwilhstand- 
„ ing our professions of Christianity, Endea¬ 
vour to coufivm and even increase their 
•absurd ideas of witchcraft, and their other 
prejudices, which we find subservient to 
the purposes of our avarice. If there are 
any corruptions of Christianity, we scruple 
not to communicate them to them; but, 
whatever cah enlighten or improve them, 
we carefully withhold. These evils arc 
not extended over a small tract of country, 
or they might perhaps be less lo be re¬ 
gretted ; but they are extended over a 
coast of not less than between three and 
four thousand miles', and td a distance of 
seven hundred miles up into the interior. 
It is impossible to reflect on the wretched 
state of such a vast population, wilhont 
pity and indignation; and of what baseness 
may we not accuse ourselves when we con¬ 
sider that we are in a great measure the 
fcause of many of their evils. lie did not 
wish to employ severe language, but it was 
impossible to use nicer terms on a subject 
which so much interested the best feelings 
> Of humanity. The manner ol conveying the 
slaves also over the seas, after having pro- 
* cured them, was so flagrant and inhuman, 
that the feelings of the house, from the 
Evidence that had been laid before it, were 
routed, and had prompted them to adopt 
regulations to prevent the waste of human 
lives. But not only from the mode of pro¬ 
curing shires, and the manner of trans¬ 
porting them, was this trade to be depre¬ 
cated. * The treatment of those slaves 
vrhen arrived at their place of destination, 
wasaJso a subject of serious consideration* 
Those who were conveyed to the West In- 
dfes, wgre not only doomed to be slaves for 
life, but their posterity also were con¬ 
demned to thf same fate, and their treat¬ 
ment in many instances unworthy tin cha¬ 
racter of men. The hon. gent, then ad- 
verted to the objections that had been for¬ 
merly offered to the measure he proposed, 
st arguments, though by fto means 


satisfactory, that had been offered against 
this measure, was, that the negroes were 
no better than a species of brutes. To 
f consider them as men, and to reason on 
their feelings accordingly, was represented 
as idle jargon. It was curious indeed to 
observe what had been stated on this part 
of the subject—not by mean and low au¬ 
thorities only, but by people of understand¬ 
ing and information, and by a man parti¬ 
cularly whom lie regarded as respectable 
for his talents and literature, he meant 
Mr. Long, the historian of Jamaica, who 
had degraded the negroes to the rank only 
of brutes. But he would ask, if they are 
not endowed with recollection—if they aie 
not capable of anticipating the future—if 
they are uot possessed of social feelings, 
and of remembrances which endear the 
past? They had been compared to the 
Ourang Outang in the desert; but nobody 
who had attended to their mode of acting, 
or who would attend for a moment to the 
operation of their feelings, could maintain 
a proposition of this preposterous nature. 
The hon, gent, here begged leave to read a 
passage from Mr. Long's history. u The 
‘African Negro/' says this gent,, “is inca¬ 
pable of civilization.” lie was willing to 
allow that they were very deficient indeed 
in the arts of life, and in many respects 
insensible to the finer feelings of our na¬ 
ture. lie would allow that some advo¬ 
cates engaged in the same cause, had hurt 
the interests of his clients, by representing 
them as superior to other men in the 
acuteness of their feelings, and in the ele¬ 
vation of their natural sentiments. At 
the same time, he could by no means 
think they were destitute of those qualities, 
.The same author tells us that “ they have 
no moral sensations—that they have no 
settled habitations—and, that they have 
no pleasure in the beauties of nature.” 
What settled habitations, he would ask, 
could they have—-what pleasure could they 
derive from the beauties of nature, when 
chased by us into woods and deserts, atid 
compelled to shelter themselves from our 
cruel persecution wherever the gloom of 
nature is best calculated to protect them? 
With this view they hid themselves in 
woods and morasses, and in such places 
certainly *they could not be supposed to 
build very permanent or commodious ha¬ 
bitations. u In so vast a tract as Africa.” 
continues the same’ author, “ a diversity 
of human character might be expected.” 
But we magt not forget, though this author 
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may perhaps have overlooked it, what 
share we have had in fixing the uniformity 
of their character* We must not forget 
what share we have had in converting 
them into dn ignorant, low 9 peevish, a 
bloody, and a thievish race. Our conduct 
to that unfortunate people has certainly 
had that tendency. Our cruelty also must 
leave made them ferocious. It is very cus- ] 
tomary indeed to excuse cruelty, by say¬ 
ing it is necessary, and that its victims 
deserve it. We therefore wish to make 
these men every thing that is bad, in order 
to serve as an excuse for our own conduct. 
Far from attempting to increase their hap¬ 
piness, or to augment their knowledge and 
comfort, every step of our conduct seems 
to have been designed to depress them, and 
to keep them in ignorance. “ An Ourang 
Outang husband,” continues the author, 
u would by no means disgrace a negro 
woman." Such strength of prejudice was 
trul) astonishing; but it must be still more 
so, when it was recollected that this lan¬ 
guage did not proceed from the impulse of 
the moment, but was seriously and deli¬ 
berately introduced into the page of a pro¬ 
fessed historian. The original invaders of 
America had entertained similar senti¬ 
ments of the native Americans. They hail 
stated, in justification of their cruelties to 
the natives, that though the whole race 
weic lost, there would be no great matter, 
as they were not meu. They did not con¬ 
sider them as men, but as large apes, and 
attached therefore, no idea ot importance 
to their existence. Rut those wretched 
natives that had been made the sport of 
European soldiers, and that had fallen vic¬ 
tims to their cruelty, at last obtained a de¬ 
liverer ;—not from the parliament of this 
country, or the civil policy of the country 
who oppressed them—but from a quarter 
where the rights of humanity had been in 
general respected—he meant from the 
spirit of the Roman Catholic religion. To 
relieve the distresses of those unfortunates, 
the Pope issued a bull, ordaining that it 
had pleased him to acknowledge the Ame¬ 
ricans to be true men, and that they should 
be entitled to the privileges of men. 'Phis 
bull was issued in the year 1537. To cor* 
rect those partial views that men have Shell 
a propensity to indulge in their* own fa¬ 
vour, it is necessary only to look to the 
operations of Providence, which shews 
such an equal regard to all. Had this un¬ 
fortunate class of mankind’ been mere)/ 
brutes, many of their distinguishing attri¬ 


butes would have been unnecessary, Thai 
vast Being who protects all, has exhibited 
his bounty also towards them. But what* 
ever may have been our former opinions# 
pursued the hon. gentrespecting those 
negroes , however much we may have hi¬ 
therto calumniated them, it will not now 
be denied that they are capable of thought* 
of enterprise, and exertion. In the West 
Indies they have shewn themselves to be 
something more than mere brutes. The/ 
have dnsplajed the highest degree of cou¬ 
rage and resolution. They have discovered 
astonishing perseverance in the pursuit of 
their purpose. They have shewn that they 
are capable of a steady resistance; that not 
any number of men, however small, is 
sufficient to oppose them, but that they 
*can resist and even prevail. It is material 
to the honour of the bouse, that under the 
influence of strong passions, frhey had ad¬ 
mitted of the injustice and impolicy of this 
trade. The agents of the West India mer- 
chants themselves had acknowledged the 
truth of what ho had stated, M. Prune 
allows that the campaigns of the native 
Africans are in general commenced and 
carried on for the very purpose of making 
captives. This, at all tunes, he admits, is 
a sufficient object for war.—But not only 
do they dispose of their captive enemies as 
j slaves, but if there is any great demand, 
they will dispose in this manner of their 
own subjects. It there is not a sufficient 
number of the captives, the king will turn 
round and offer so many of those who have 
been the assailants for sale, making every 
principle yield to that desire of gain which 
this trade has unfortunately introduced* 
ItJs true, says M. Prune, that the French 
mast sometimes seize slaves independently 
of the authority of the prince; and if they 
have taken too many, they have ouly to 
settle the balance with the prince. This 
observation is confirmed by the testimony 
of Mr. Moore, Mr. Acton, and other tra¬ 
vellers who have visited that country.. 
Such testimonies it is impossible we can 
read, and deny at the same time, that the 
slave trade owes its existence to practices 
of this nature. The remarks of Mr. 
Moore have also justified another observa¬ 
tion he had had occasion to make, on the 
increased severity and frequency of the 
punishments exercised in those petty 
states. Since the year 1704, all punish¬ 
ments have been commuted into slavery; 
and men in power very frequently have 
people accused of crimes of which there is 




Trait . ; ; 


t44* 


no proof* itt order to have it fa their 
powfcr to dispose of them. The older 
writers, who g^e ati account of those 
countries before the existence of the slave 
tirade, state the punishments us being very 
mild and easy. They were banished or 
made slaves, but after a short lime wore 
permitted to return home. Tins, formerly, 
was the greatest punishment that was over 
inflicted, but now the smallest dime is fol¬ 
lowed by slavery for life. This change has 
been e flee ted by their connection with Eu¬ 
ropeans, and the introduction of the slave 
trade amongst thpm.—The hon. gent, then 
adverted to another argument that had 
boeii offered in favour of the slave trade. 
It was said that they were so wretched and 
so poor that their situation could not be 
altered for the worse. What harm could 
there be, therefore, it was asked, in trans¬ 
ferring them*from ti scene of wretchedness 
to greater comfort and convenience ? The 
principle of this objection he was strongly 
inclined to doubt; but, he would ask, if 
tl ere was no harm in separating men from 
i their families, from their country, horn all 
that they held dear in life ? Was there no 
harm in destroying them on their passage, 
in maltreating them for their apparent 
obstinacy, aad in dooming them to per¬ 
petual slavery without the hopes of return 
to their early attachments? All writers on 
the stale of Africa allow that slavery is in 
a very different state now from what it was 
formerly. In former times it was a mild 
and patriarchies! system. So rruld, indeed, 
was the treatment of the slave, that it was 
difficult to distinguish him from his master* 
He was not exposed to the torture, nor 
under the lash of the whip as he is 
but had domestic privileges he could churn 
that were secured to him by fixed rugula. 
lations.. As a proof of what be now as¬ 
serted lie could * read passages from Mr. 
Moore and others, if the house were not 
disposed to take his word.—Another asser¬ 
tion had been made m favour of*the slave 
trade, which he would not have conde¬ 
scended to mention had it not been so 
much dwelt on, and so much importance 
apparently attached to it; tie meant the 
’argument'of those who alleged, that if we 
did not take those slaves offered for sale 
they would be all massacred, and that 
therefore as many women and captives 
war, with other objects as we ase 
.were so many lives saved. He 
wf#wld admit that in a very small province 
;#*d for a short time only/ this might oc*» 


I casionaJly he the case: but supposing it 
to he true it would go to con tunic the 
slave trade in all times coming, and pre¬ 
vent any measure being adopted for the 
improvement of our fellow-createres. But 
so far is this from being the case, that those 
who are biouidit clown to the coast Irom 
the more interior parts of the couiilrv, and 
not disposed of according to the wishes of ■ 
the sellers, are employed in htbuur, in 
agriculture, and other avocations, till a 
better or more profitable opportunity of 
selling them occur*. There is not, in¬ 
deed, g nioie industrious class of people 
than the slaves of the natives, who mo a 
sort of apprentice.®, and whose <tumort, 
according to all account'*, is very mm h 
studied. Another argument, the hon. 
gent, said, had been derived from Provi¬ 
dence, and even fromSciipturo itself, lie 
could not help regarding such an ^ 

ment as m the highest degree proi.fnc; 
and tho«-e who offered it, he wa> poiMoided, 
could have little claim to religion. He 
would call on the house to recollect what 
impressions had been formerly made on 
them—if from the details that had Ixen 
formerly laid before them they were in¬ 
clined to believe that religion had any part 
in preserving or encouraging the svslem. 
But the greatest tendemets it had b, on 
said, was shewn to them, particuLuly m 
conducting them across the sea, touting 
them like so many children, like so many 
friends whom wo wore conducting to better 
lodgings and a happier mode of life. Ho 
would appeal, however, as the best-con¬ 
tradiction to this assertion, to the numbers 
that were generally crowded on board, 
with less accommodation than we would 
afford cattle; and to the numbers that 
died from the treatment and absolute suf¬ 
focation to which they were exposed. It 
was worth while to attend to the state¬ 
ments of the opponents of the abolition of 
the trade. They had stated that the treat¬ 
ment of the negroes in their passage, was 
a stronger argument in their favour than 
any other, and that their treatment in the 
AVcal Indies was not less favourable; that 
any regulation would injure if not destroy 
the trade entirely. It had been stated by 
the agent of Mr. Matthews, that restrict¬ 
ing the quantity to two to a tun, would 
destroy the trade. Another had said, that . 
perhaps some adventurers might try what 
success they might have under such re¬ 
strictions* but that the trade would inevitiu’ 
bly be 'losers* Mr. Janes had given it as 
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his opinion, that such a restriction would / blood. The general law of* nature seems 
destroy the trade, and transfer it to France. / to be the increase of animal life . It has 

' been found that men have increased ia 


But these gout, 
their estimates, 


Lave been mistaken ih 

and instead of be ing de¬ 


stroyed by this regulation, the trade has 
become more productive and advantage¬ 
ous. The agent for Jamaica, had out¬ 
run the instructions of Ins constituents, 
for they had expressed no disinclination to 
a modification of the system, but on the 
contrary, have expressed their satisfac¬ 
tion ui the partial arrangement that took 
place. If, therefore, these advocates ol 
the slave trade have been mistaken in 
one point, may we not fairly conclude 
that they may be so in another, and that 
the abolition of it will be attended with no 
worse consequences thau its modification, 
which was so much dreaded ? But ano¬ 
ther argument of a still more serious aspect 
was derived from the idea that the vessels 
employed in the slave trade, were a nur¬ 
sery for the navy and marine service. ■ It 
gave him mut h pam to have the appear¬ 
ance of opposing the increase of our naval 
power; but he hoped it was not to the 
r.Iave trade that we owed the superiority of 
our naval force. Oil the contrary, l;e was 
happv to find, that instead of being a be¬ 
ne tii, our seamen wore worn down and frit¬ 
tered away by this trade. Our navy cap¬ 
tains, he was assured, when they looked 
into any of the slave trade vessels, could 
not iind above three or* four that they 
could take on board their vessels. They 
were so liable to disease, and so apt to 
spiend contagion, that they became unfit 
for the navy. In one year to which the 
bon. gent, alluded, not less than 2643 had 
perished m that .niquitous trade. In ano¬ 
ther year, however, after the partial regu¬ 
lations had been adopted, instead of 26*43, 
not more than 32:5 had perished ill that 
trade to the West Indies. The document 
lie had read, and from which he derived 
bis information, was one of their own sent 
up from Liverpool and Bristol. Another ob¬ 
jection to his measure was, that it would be 
injurious to the manufacture of this coun¬ 
try, and must diminish the application of 
our capital, lie was assured, however, 
that the capital employed in this way was 
not more than 1 million out of II, and 
which might be otherwise applied- Foreign 
nations, it was said, would take it up; 
but this would only enable us more easily 
to apply our capital and industry in some 
other way, without hardening our hearts 
in cruelty, or staining our bauds with 
Voj,, II, 


every country, and under almost every 
pressure of circumstances. Why then have 
not the slaves in the West Indies increased, 
instead of requiring an annual supply to 
make up the deficiency? It must be owing 
to somethiug radically wrong in their ma¬ 
nagement' In America, the same class ol 
people had increased neatly one-third iu 
or 20 years. When im n are happy aud 
comfortable, they naturally increaseThe 
Maroons even,- notwithstanding the many 
calamities and the dn tresses and disadvan¬ 
tageous wars they were obliged to main¬ 
tain, increased rapidly in the island of Ja¬ 
maica, even during those \ ears that the 
slaves so rapidly decreased,—-The system 
of keeping up slaves, it is lamentable to 
consider, has never engaged •any share of 
the attention of those most interested in 
this business. This is a melancholy fact; 
but it is one which has not escaped the 
notice of those* writers who have most care¬ 
fully examined the subject of slavery both 
in ancient and modern times. Under a 
form of slavery far more mitigated than 
that which is the d sgrace of this country, 
the system of encouraging the rearing of 
slaves was never practised, and Mr. llumo 
had very justly observed, that in the an¬ 
cient world, where domestic slavery was so 
prevalent, all deficiencies were supplied 
by importation. In civilized countries, 
articles of consumption were rather pur¬ 
chased than bred, and the same sort of 
policy seemed to be that which the West 
India colonists followed. When the subject 
of the slave trade was under the most seri¬ 
ous consideration of the house, and when 
the gent, chiefly interested m it were, exa- 
mined, it appeared that, though sufficiently 
well acquainted with other particulars, they 
had not the slightest idea of the expediency 
of keeping up the stock at negroes, inde¬ 
pendent of importation. The result of this 
examination was also to shew, that the 
evils attendant on the miserable, degraded 
state of the negroes, were far greater than 
had even been conceived. It was found 
that all the vices of the system had accu~ v 
mulated, and that the number of negroes 
kept up had been constantly on the de* 
creasy XThis effect was traced to two 
grand.causes. The first of these was, that 
the negroes in our West India 6ettfon|aats 
were not sufficiently fed, and in this re¬ 
spect the treatment of the slates in the 
pf 



American states had appeared peculiarly 
striking. The fact was, that the negroes, 
in* America received full three times as 
much food as the negroes in our islands. 
In Jamaica, the allowance to runaway ne¬ 
groes, who, performing uo work, necessa¬ 
rily stood in need of loss food, was double 
that which was given to the slaves who were 
condemned to the severest toils. Exces¬ 
sive labour in proportion to the quantity 
of food received, was another cause of the 
decrease of the negroes in our West India 
settlements. In this respect, the dillei- 
ence in.America consisted in this, that the 
slaves were employed in taskworks. They 
had thus, an opportunity of employing the 
time beyond what was required for labour, 
to ease and recreation, and one party of 
slaves had frequently the means of divid¬ 
ing the labours of another. On the other 
hand, the slaves in our West India islands, 
were* worn away by constant and over¬ 
whelming fatigue; they enjoyed no rest, no 
alleviation of the toil to which they and 
their offspring were hopelessly condemned. 
In America, the number of negroes was 
continually on the increase, while, on the 
other hand, the decrease in our islands kept 
a similar proportion.—Another of the vices 
attendant on the system of conduct pur¬ 
sued to the negroes was, that they were 
subjected to the tyranny and cruelty of 
persons of low views, oi ignorant minds, 
and unfeeling hearts; of persons who had 
no objects in vesting their capital in this 
nefarious trade but mere sordid interest. 
With persons of this sort, the first object 
wa^ to extort labour, and in effecting this 
object, they stopped at no exorcise of wan¬ 
ton and barbarous cruelty. Under the 
dominion of such men, the whole race of 
negroes were degraded and bowed down to 
the dust. Even when people of colour 
were elevated to the dignity of freemen, 
they still continued in a stale of compara¬ 
tive degradation* Could there then be a 
stronger proof of the miserable, oppressed 
condition of the negroes, than the fact' 
that they were anxious to do away this dc-i 
graded state at the. purchases of the earn- 
rags tmd savings of their whole lives. In 
addition to the causes already mentioned,, 
there might foe produced other proofs from 
which it wtrnki not be at all unreasonable 
to rfcsjttct among the negroes a very gonsi- 
de rfle mortality. When facts, however, 
#ere referred to, this mortality ms not 
by ahy means so great as might have been, 
In Jamaica* where the smith* 
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lity among the negroes has always been 
greatest, it will be found that taking three 
periods as a criterion lor judgment, the 
decrease in the negro population falls short 
of what might have been anticipated. It 
has in the pi ogress of the last 60 years been 
gradually diminishing. Their averages 
might be taken within the last 60, the last 
00, and the last 10 years. In the first 
period, the decrease was about 3 to 4 per 
cent, on the whole population. In the 
second period, it was from 3 to 8 per cent, 
and within the last 10 years, there was not 
more than three-fifths of a decrease* In 
Barba does and Antigua, the negroes had 
nearly kept up their number, and in Ja¬ 
maica, the decrease was not greater than 
wlmt he had now stated. It was to be re¬ 
membered too, when he stated this, that 
in the >ear 17S0, the negroes suffered 
dreadfully by the tornado, which assailed 
the island that year. By that dreadful vi¬ 
sitation, ho less than 15,000 negroes pe¬ 
rished, and, in fact, when this was taken 
into view, the actual diminution by ordi¬ 
nary causes was quite inconsiderable. Those 
who advocated the abolition, had fre¬ 
quently been accused of being indifferent 
to the interests of West India proprietors. 
This was a charge which, he begged leave 
to say, was utterly unfounded. But though 
the friends of the abolitiou were not in¬ 
different to these interests, they had higher 
calls to attend to, and these were the calls 
of humanity and of justice. What he lmd 
now staled, however, as to the possibility 
of keeping up the numbers of our negroes 
in the West India islands, sufficiently proved 
that, even on the score of policy, the abo¬ 
lition of the trade was not liable to the ob¬ 
jections which were urged against it. It 
was satisfactory to find, that the West In¬ 
dia proprietors would sustain no material 
loss by the immediate abolition of this in¬ 
human and unchristian traffic. It was seen, 
that even under all the existing vices of 
the system, the decrease of negroes was 
not great; and under other regulations 
which might be adopted, the population of 
the negioea might be fully sustained. A 
French writer, Malouet, whd has lately 
written on this subject, is forced to admit 
that, after the revolution, the decrease in 
tlie number of negroes was less than before 
that event. This he attributed to two 
causes. The one was, that the pregnant 
women were allowed more rest, and the 
working negroes were condemned to less 
severe labour. Though in obedience ^ 
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the mandate of the First Consul, he argued 
for the re-establishment of slavery, yet he 
is forced to admit that, from the two 
causes just stated, the condition of the 
negroes was materially improved. Did 
not this shew that, under proper regula¬ 
tions, and by the adoption of the system 
practised m America, the increase of the 
negroes might be Expected to be as rapid 
as in America. In that part of the world, 
the negroes were in the same d(‘graded 
state as in our West India Islands. The 
only difference in their situation was, that 
they were better fed, and compelled to 
perform a more moderate share of labour. 
There had been another reason urged for 
the continuance of the trade, which he 
only notice;! because it had been so often 
and so seriously urged on former occa¬ 
sions. 'Flus reason was, that the trade 
was carried on by other nations. It was 
hardly possible to allude to this objection 
in terms of sufficiently strong indignation. 
There was no species of infamous or wan¬ 
ton cruelty; there was no sort of guilt or 
villany in the history of nations which 
could not be justified by this sort of ap¬ 
peal. It could not, however, be seriously 
meant to lay any stress on an argument 
founded on such unjustifiable and false 
grounds. Another argument against *the 
abolition was, that the feelings of the West 
India proprietors ought not to be injured; 
that they ought to have time allowed them 
for full and fair consideration of the sub¬ 
ject ; that they ought to have an opportu¬ 
nity afforded them of filling up the chasm 
which might exist in their negro establish- 
ment, and to provide for the consequences 
necessarily resulting from the abolition. 
To expect -ihat the hearty concurrence of 
the West India proprietors could ever be 
obtained ; to suppose that they should ever 
cordially enter into any plan for putting an 
end to a trade from which they conceived 
that they derived so many advantages, was 
altogether impossible. Every additional 
year gave new proof of the truth of this 
assertion. Instead of softening and relax¬ 
ing in their attachment to the system, they 
seemed to increase in their support of it, 
and fiugged it closer and closer to their 
bosoms. It was with a view of consulting 
their wishes, and cpmplying to* a certain 
degree with their feelings, that in 1792 the 
plan for gradual abolition was adopted* 
and that *the year 179$ was fixed on as the 
,geriod when the nefarious traffic should in 
a great Measure cease, The year l$0p 


was fixed on for the period of its ultimata 
abolition, and in the mean time the im¬ 
portation of negroes was to be subjected 
to the severest restrictions. In 179G* 
unhappily, no abolition took place. On 
the contrai y, those most interested in its 
preservation became more attached to it. 
When the question of abolition was first 
started, the West India colonists con-* 
tended that the trade was wholly carried on" 
in British capital. When they found that this 
ground wa-> not tenable, they shifted their ar- • 
gument, aud began to urge that they had a 
peculiar interest in the continuance of the 
trade. They then began to talk of the rights 
and privileges which they had in those whom 
they were pleased to denominate their prac¬ 
tical labourers. At that time the question of 
abolition was carried by a majority greater 
than almost on any question which ever 
came before the house. II* the former 
cruelties and evils attendant on the sys¬ 
tem had induced the house, on a former 
occasion, to come to this determina¬ 
tion,’ surely whjtt recently occurred must 
have been strengthened and confirmed. 
First let it be remembered, that since the 
time that the proposition for the abolition 
of the trade no fewer, he believed, than 
300,000 additional negroes had been irn* 
ported into the West Indies: thus con¬ 
signing 300,000 of our fellow-creatures 
and their posterity to perpetual bondage* 
Into the island of Jamaica alone there 
were, he could state, imported no fewer 
than 140,000 negroes since 1792; a number 
more than sufficient to keep up the popu¬ 
lation and to complete the establishment 
of such plantations as happened to have 
deficiencies at the time the proposition of 
abolition was adopted. , There was ano¬ 
ther very important consideration at the 
present moment, and that was the expe¬ 
diency of vesting British capital in a part 
of the dominions of the empire'which was # 
most vulnerable, most liable to the exter- : 
nal attack of* the enemy, and most subject 
to internal convulsion. Before 1792 the 
amount of this' capital SO vested was, by 
many intelligent persons, reckoned too 
great: but how much greater had it be* 
come since that period ? At this moment, 
the profits on capital vested in the West * 
India islands was quite inconsiderable. 

In Jamaiett it was not above 4 cent, said 
did not exceed 5 or G per cent; itkifm 
other islands. The number of executions 
on West India colonial property wasrtruly 
alarming. In the coarse of years these 
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exec®tiofis were for sums to the amount! able that could present itself. If it was 
of not less than 32 millions currency, not adopted, such another opportunity 
Let those who speak so much of the ini- / might not speedily he found. Jt had been 
portttnet* aiui value of West India pro- contended, thut the agitation of the ques- 
perty n fleet on these things, and perhaps uon at the present moment was ticklish, 
they mav sec reason to alter their opinion, and might, in the West Indies, be pro- 
But there was another consideration which ductivc of very serious consequences. It 
.could uot fail to have great weight with was a proper answer to this objection to 
the house: that was, that the continuance ijtale, that whatever danger might be sup- 
* of the trade was a constant and ularnlmg posed to exist, arose not lrorn the ques- 
dravvback to the population ot the coun- tion of abolition, but of emancipation, 
try, As far back as the American war, Alter the question of abolition was dis- 
the colonial assembly of Jamaica had re- posed of, any subsequent measures must 
presented to govt, the necessity of having be left to the colonial assemblies thcni- 
an additional number of troops for the selves, and with them it would rest bow 
protection ot the external salety as well far the condition of the negroes was ca¬ 
ns the internal tranquillity of the island, pable of greater improvement. It was 
Under the present circumstances ot the not fair in those who opposed the aboli- 
West Indies, it was evident that the ne- lion, to confound it with the question of 
cessity for fresh demands ot British troops emancipation, with which, in the first iu- 
niust be preferred. New bodies of Bri- stance, it has no immediate connexion, 
tish-subjects must be sent out to inhospi- J1 is motives might be misrepresented, but 
table climates, which had been the graves he should not sulfur this misrepresentation 
ot so many unfortunate Europeans. These to deter him from the performance of a 
levies, too, were to be sent to protect aud most important duty. The discussion ot' 
uphold the very injustice which had been the subject had commenced 16 years ago, 
so solemnly condemned, and to give that and surely sufficient time had been giten 
security which the importation of fresh, to consider the subject in all its bearings 
ship-loads of slaves had rendered preca- and relations. But he was a little asto, 
nous. How long the country would be wished at the imputations thrown out 
able to bear these successive drains of against the friends of the abolition. TLcv 
men; how long our population could an- seemed to think that the inhabitants of 
swer these repeated demands, he could Jamaica had no means of knowing what 
not take on himself to auticipi||e; but was passing in the island of St. Domingo, 
surely the policy of that system which though it was perfectly well known that 
rendered them necessary, could not be their intercourse with that island was fre- 
easily defended. The present situation of quent. The negroes in Jamaica must be 
St. Domingo, it was impossible for him to perfectly acquainted with wlmt had taken 
pass over without some notice. Was it place in St. Domingo; and if they had no 
wise, he would ask the house, to increase oLher means of information, the West 
the number of new negroes in our West India newspapers left them in no want of 
India islands, under the present circum- seeking information in Cobbett’s or Wood- 
stances of the colonies ? During 2 years, fall's Pailiameutary Debates; their Ga- 
the number of negroes imported into Ja- zettes were not at all delicate in stating, 
maica was not less than 27 or 23,000, and that the negroes of St. Domingo had 
it was perfectly well ascertained that newly shaken off the yoke under which they 
imported negroes were the most ready to formerly -groaned, and therefore it was 
join in any plan of insurrection, lie quite absurd to talk of bis speech pro- 
could only as;ribe the fresh importation of ducing any consequences which would not 
negroes at this time to that infatuation more strongly result from the statements 
which was productive of so many miseries to which he bad alluded. lie allowed that 
in the details of human conduct. Was it a convulsion in our West India islands 
forgotten that St. Domingo was almost in was very much to be dreaded. He had 
sight of Jamaica, and that Gaudaloupe long dreaded and anticipated it. He had 
was in the centre of our Leeward islands? even wondered that it had not taken place 
The abolition of the slave trade appealed before this time. Happen when it might, 
to be called for by every consideration of it certainly would happen, if means were 
justice, of policy, and of humanity. The not instantly adopted to prevent it. Ano- 
present opportunity was the most favour- ther argument used against the abolition 
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was, that we might depend on the good 
treatment of the negroes in the West Ia- 
dtes from motives of in tews t, and on the 
middle passage, in consequence of the re - 
gulatioris already adopted. Interest was the 
great motive by which mankind were guided, 
and it was the interest of the masters to 
treat their slaves with hull utility. Iu talk¬ 
ing of the influence of interest, howeter, 
the nature of its operation was always to 
be kept in view. That was inteiest only, 
which was direct and immediate, which 
strongly addressed itself to the passions ol 
men. No man could seiiously believe 
that many of the enormities which dis¬ 
grace the page of history, arose from con¬ 
siderations of interest. It Would not be 
pretended that the most detested of the 
Koman emperors entered into their closet, 
aud coolly dowsed those deeds of cruelty 
which disgraced their reign, with any 
views of individual interest. The fact is, 
that the enormities of which they were 
guilty were merely the result of passion, 
and not of previous calculation founded 
on ideas of interest. So it was with re¬ 
spect to cruelties practised on the negroes. 
Till it was proved to him satisfactorily 
that the masters of negroes had a clear, 
close, impressive interest in their preserva¬ 
tion, he could not be satisfied with mere 
general pledges of their kindness and hu¬ 
manity. Let the abolition, however, once 
take pi dee ; let it be established that there 
shall be no other mode of keeping up the 
number of negroes but by encouraging 
their increase m the respective islands, 
and then the masters must feel an interest 
of the strongest kind to encourage their 
protection and support. Nothing short 
of this could cot red the evils and remove 
the miseries connected with the system as 
it now existed. lie conjured gent, before 
they came to a vote, to consider well the 
dreadful picture of slavery from one end 
to the other, lie beseeched them to con¬ 
template the miseries whkh the unfortu¬ 
nate African was doomed to endure from 
the time that he was first torn from his 
native woods, to the establishment of his 
permanent bondage in the West Indies. 
He was sure that it was impossible for a 
feeling mind to survey the picture without 
indiguation, sympathy, and disgust. lie 
had often endeavoured to prevail on the 
house to seal the condemnation of this 
nefarious system, and now, for the last 
time, perhaps, he pressed this subject on 
their attention. Since last he had brought 


the matter before the house, there had 
been a new parliament* and many new 
members might be among those whom he 
f now addressed. There might also be pr&* 
sent several of the members for, another 
part of the united kingdom. It had been 
said, that no venomous reptile ever found 
its way into Ireland, and hitherto that 
country had never been tainted by any" 
connection with the prosecution of tfaa 
slave trade. The Irish were a brave, a 
generous, a benevolent people* He wished 
to call on their representatives on the pre¬ 
sent occasion, to deliver their opinions ou 
the subject, and he was confident that 
they would not support a system which 
was the disgrace of this country. Let 
them now come forward boldly, with the 
declaration of their feelings, and assist in 
removing a stain which all good men had 
so long and so earnestly deplored. Hav¬ 
ing gone through all the general argu- 
merits, the hon. member concluded with 
a few words connected with his own con* 
\iuct in bringing forward the business. If, 
on the one haud, he was accused of perti¬ 
nacious obstinacy, or on the other of 
lukewarmness for the last two or threw 
years, he had only to declare, that on 
every occasion he had been actuated by 
the most scrupulous desire of seizing on 
that moment which seemed to him most 
favourable for the discussion of the sub¬ 
ject. IK he had delayed the motion which 
he should now submit to the house, it had 
befen from a firm belief, that on former 
occasions it could not have been urged 
with equal propriety or probability of 
success. The cause which he had under¬ 
taken he should never desert, as long as 
he had a head to understand, a heart to 
feel, or a tongue to deliver his opinions. 
He reckoned it one of the greatest ho¬ 
nours of his life, that he had been ho¬ 
noured with the original agitation of this 
most interesting question. It had been 
his good fortune, in the course of all the 
long discussions on it on former occasions, 
to ‘meet with tj^e support (with a few ex¬ 
ceptions, of all that is good and great, Jn 
the various characters of whom the house 
is composed; to have enlisted on his side 
whatever was estimable in talent, in hu- 
manity, and in virtue. This support he 
reclined not only as the best testimony 
•in defence of the cause which he had un¬ 
dertaken, but also as an .honour to kina¬ 
se 1 f, who had been the instrument of its 
engaging so much of the consideration oi 
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P&rliameitt. die 1 did not wish to trespass I ridiculous, thousands of victims were ba- 
fertheron the attention of the house, endj nished their country. When the negroes 
should therefore set c/ovvu with moving fori got to the West Indies, they were not di- 
leave to bring in a bill for the Abolition vested of these foolish notions. On hi® 
of the Slave Trade within a time to be own estate lie had been obliged to hang a 
limited. For differences of opinion as to negro for having killed 4 others on an irn- 
the time of the abolition, he was prepared potation of witchcraft. A good deal had 
to expect; but he called on all who were been said about the capacity of the lie- 
friends to the abolition, to vote with him groes. He had never heard the Africans 
on the present occasion, as ample oppor- deny their mental inferiority. They had 
tunities of explanation would be afforded never hesitated to confers to him, that 
in the committee on the bill, if it was suf- they could not vie with Europeans in ta- 
fered to be introduced.—The hon. member lent or knowledge. In matters of inge- 
then moved,' “ that the house do resolve unity or calculation, they were no match 
into a committee, to consider of the pro- for the inhabitants of the other quarters 
priety of the introduction of a bill for the of the world. It had been contended, 
Abolition of, the Slave Trade within a that no attempt had been made to keep 
time to be limited/’—The motion being put up the stock of the negroes. This was 
from the chair, not a fair statement. The attempt had 

Mr. Fuller contended, that the situa- been made by many respectable indivi- 
tion of the negroes in the West India co- duals, but without adequate success. A 
■lonies was equal, hay, superior to the very worthy friend of his in Jamaica, and 
condition of the labouring poor of this one who yielded to no man m humanity, 
country. They were better ted and more had carefully directed his attention to 
comfortably accommodated. He main** this object. He himself had followed the 
turned that their labour was not nearly so same course; but owing to the nnpossi- 
$evere. The best of the negroes did not bility of procuring a sufficient number of 
in general perform half as much labour female negroes, it was impossible to keep 
as even the most indifferent of our la- up the slock without fresh importations, 
bourers. It was not, he argued, true that lie did not deny that the immediate abo- 
.the'negroes Jell themselves miserable un- lition of the slave trade was a great ob- 
jder English masters. The' very reverse jeet, if practicable; but it did not appear 
■was the case, for th^v felt themselves to him practicable in the present state of 
happy under an English lriasteifpld an the West Indies. Even if we were to give 
^English govt, lie had letters in his pocket up the importation, negroes vwmld con- 
wbidi assured him of the fact, and he tinue to be imported. He had heard, 
knew it 'from his own experience. Thp indeed, within the last few days, that 
way of punishing negroes lor offences was Dessalines had determined to take up 
to 4 threaten them with transportation to shipping, to bring fresh cargoes of negroes 
their own country, and a return to the to St. Domingo. Of the hardship which 
.govt, of their native tyrants.’ He had the negroes suffered, he really knew no- 
made -trial of this mode of punishment, thing. They had, on the contrary, consi- 
and he had found it effectual. The same derable means of comfort. They had it 
opinion had been supported by a member m their own power to save money ; but 
of the colonial assembly of Jamaica, a this money they preferred spending in 
.man of the highest worth, and the most wakes and other meetings, where they 
.distinguished humanity. The tyranny pi enjoyed themselves according to their own 
the native princes of Africa was so dis- peculiar customs. The Maroon war had 
•gostmg, that it mast have.inspired horror, .been alluded to, and the situation of the 
lathe historyof that country he,had read free negroes had been described in very 
of almost incredible instances of cruelty; favourable colours, lie begged here to 
palaces were not un frequently co- state, that in that war only 8 or 10 indi- 
vered with the skulls of their murdered victuals joined the Maroons. Those ne- 
,«ubjects r aad in their court-yards pile*of groes who were represented as so op- 
homs were deposited to impiue thp mi* ; pressed, preferred staying witlv their mas- 
aernble folkways with a due portion of ters, to engage in this contest. He ad- 
awe. as had been described, mitted that the slave trade was not moral 

|'that A ;’i$^-law was set aside, and that for in its nattire or origin, but he . thought 
|wtf^Kirau, and other accusations equally that it arose out of the peculiar circum- 
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stances of Africa. We had heard of the j speaking, he knew that they were in & 
history of that country for O’OO years, but I great measure un fount led, or materially 
we saw no rays of improvement orciviliz- I exaggerated . Instances of individual cru* 
ation. It the inhabitants had been at - / city could not be denied* His own opi- 


pable of civilization, they could easily 
have been able to drive off tiieir coasts 
a few African slave ships, and thus have 
prevented the original establishment of 
the trade. Something in the internal cir¬ 
cumstances of the country must then have 
favoured the establishment of the system, 
and it had from these causes gradually 
obtained a footing. He asked the house, 
by way of illustrating the argument, to 
reflect on the means by which we had 
acquired our Eastern empire. In the 
first instance, we only asked a little cor¬ 
ner for the purpose of carrying on our 
trade. We had gradually usurped the do¬ 
minions of the natives, had made a con¬ 
quest of their country, and had become 
that great people which now enabled us 
to hold-up our heads against all the mis¬ 
chief and ambition by which we were 
threatened by France. Jt was plain to 
all those who studied the history of man¬ 
kind, that people always got on by de¬ 
grees in prosecuting their favourite schemes. 
They began with a little, and soon got on 
to something more substantial and perma¬ 
nent. So it was with the slave trade. It 
would have been a good thing if it had 
been checked before it got to its present 
head; but as it had gone on so far with¬ 
out correction, he did not see that it 
could be now abolished. If it could be 
rendered more palatable, if rules for di¬ 
minishing its severity could be adopted, 
he should be happy to give them his cor¬ 
dial support; but he did not think the 
lion, gent.’s object practicable ; he should 
therefore vote against the motion. 

Mr. Barham wished to detain the house 
only a few moments, while he stated the 
grounds of the vote which he meant now 
to give in support of the motion. He 
had on former occasions voted against the 
proposition of the lion. gent, and the 
chief ground of his objection then was, 
that he was not satisfied as to the 
practicability of the plan of abolition. 
On the present occasion, as formerly, a 
good deal had been said of the cruelties 
to which the negroes were subjected, *He 
did not dispute that these representations 
were made with a complete conviction of 
their truth. He felt it his duty then to 
eay, that he believed, or> more property 


nion was, however, that the negroes were 
generally treated by their masters with 
kindness and humanity. In many re¬ 
spects their situation appeared to him 
materially superior to that of the poorer 
classes of the community in this country* 
He did not wonder, indeed, at the credit 
which the statements of the cruelties prac¬ 
tised on the negroes obtained. It was 
natural to suppose that power, when totally * 
uncontrolled, should be abused ; and unless 
m the present case such a control existed, 
such cruelties might have been perpe¬ 
trated. But in the case of the masters of 
the negroes, interest operated as the most 
powerful inducement to humanity. It 
was impossible to concede »how masters 
generally could be guilty of inhumanity 
to their negroes; and the best proof that 
they felt no revenge or resentment, was 
their spilling their blood in the defence of 
the life or the property of their master. 
These observations he felt it his duty to 
make previous to his stating the grounds 
of his intended support of the motion* 
lie had objected to the abolition of the 
trade formerly, because it struck him that 
it would have been immediately followed 
by a contraband trade, to which the con¬ 
trol oil-parliament did not apply. By 
countenancing the abolition formerly, he' 
was afraid of this sort of uncontrolled 
traffic, instead*of that regular, modified, 
and controlled trade, which it was the 
object of the house to establish previous 
to its final abolition. As a proof that 
this sort of apprehension was not at all 
imaginary, he had very good reason to 
believe, that at the time the abolition was 
formerly expected, arrangements were ac¬ 
tually preparing for carrying on the trade 
under foreign flags. Conceiving that the 
plan of immediate abolition was imprac¬ 
ticably, bis object had been every year to 
clog and fetter the trade, without pro¬ 
ducing in its room a contraband trade* 
His aim was, by every possible means to 
curtail the importation of negroes, to dist 
courage the working of uncultivated lands, 
and to offer some compensation to thp 
masters, with the view of effecting this 
most desirable object. It was his wigfi 
also, »to have seen every other meads 
adopted for increasing the number of ae* 
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jgroes bom it*.the several colonies, to have 
seen the character and feelings of slavery 
as much us possible softened and im¬ 
prove^. It was an observation of Mr. 
Burke, whose loss all of them deplored, 
that sla'.ery could never be abolished on 
the African coast, but must be first abo¬ 
lished in the West Indies. lie had seen a 
paper drawn up on the subject by that 
great man, and that was the sentiment 
which it coutaincd. Opposing the aboli¬ 
tion ot the trade formerly, lie would not 
oppose it now, because he saw no reason 
to dread the establishment of the contra¬ 
band trade now, of which he was formerly 
so apprehensive. At this time the colo¬ 
nists were less disposed to enter on such a 
trade. Their profits were not one-third 
of what they used to be, and their temp¬ 
tations to speculation were consequently 
curtailed. 'JJiere would besides be less 
inducement to wish the importation of 
fresh negroes, when that importation was 
at the best only tolerated. On this ground 
he should support the motion for going 
into the committee. What the resolu¬ 
tions which the bon. gent, meant to intro¬ 
duce were, he knew not; but he hoped 
they would be of a wise and conciliatory 
description. With the colonial pro¬ 
prietors every thing could be done better 
by conciliation than by force. As to the 
objection derived from the prospect of 
^emancipation, it did not seem to have 
such weight as should induce any gent, to 
oppose the motion: that was a matter of 
ulterior regulation, and ought not to affect 
the present question. 

Mr. William Smith complimented the li¬ 
berality and sense of justice manifested bv 
the hon, member who had just spoken, and 
expressed his hope that the sentiments 
which he had delivered would not fail of 
'producing that impression upon the house 
to which they were entitled, as they evi¬ 
dently proceeded from a just and benevo¬ 
lent policy—a policy which, he had no 
doubt, actuated many other West India 
merchants. With respect to their 1 inte¬ 
rests, therefore, he meant tq say very lit¬ 
tle. They who understood their interests 
best, were forward iq coincide in the mo¬ 
tion before the house; a motion which he 
could not help saving that he was sur¬ 
prised to see the "house now 5 ngaged in 
deb^g, „ What, that after having ^2 

f bf'klhce resolve# in the most polemn 
?mcr that this nefarious trade should 
abolished—after the almost unanimous 


f sentiment of parliament, and the country 
had so long since declared that it ought 
not to be suffered to exist, the hquse 
should at this day be called upon to deli¬ 
berate upon the propriety ot pulling an 
end to it. Although, as to the natuic ot 
the slave trade, no difference of opinion 
f ever appeared to prevail 1 st any tune it 
came under discussion, it was extraordi¬ 
nary indeed to find, that alter a lapse of 
12 years, not one step had been taken to¬ 
wards the execution of au object so uni¬ 
versally admitted to be desirable; and it 
was si ill more cxlraoidinary, that the few 
remaining advocates oi tins truUic should 
seem to insist that the onus piobandi ot 
shewing the impolicy and iniquity of its 
Continuance, lay with its adversaries: but 
even admitting that, he would ask, could 
an) thing be easier than to shew that it was a 
business of such a nature, as ought not to be 
for one moment endured? Could any pro¬ 
position be more simple than this, that the 
practice of buying and selling men and their 
posterity to slavery, was inconsistent with 
the character of an enlightened and Chris* 
tian country? The proposition was such, 
that to state it was enough to insure the. 
asscut ot all men who thought or felt 
justly. It was such, in fact, as was sup¬ 
ported, independently of humanity, by vo¬ 
lumes of evidence, as to its injurious ten¬ 
dency in a political view, and such as 
could not be opposed by one reason ot 
the least force ; unless, according to the 
vulgar remark, that possession constituted 
nine points of the law, he could not tell 
upon what ground this trade could be al¬ 
lowed to stand. An hon. gent. (Mr. Ful¬ 
ler) had observed truly, that this trade 
ought to have been prevented in the first 
instance; but that as it had got a footing, 
he (lid not know that it ought now to be 
abolished, That surely, however, was a 
strange argument, that because injustice 
had been permitted' heretofore, we should 
not, as soon as we perceived it, put an 
end to its existence, and particularly 
where it was an injustice of such a nature, 
"that if it had not been in existence, be bad 
no hesitation in saying, that there could 
not be found a man who would venture to 
propose its establishment, Why then 
should, it be held that, because such a 
trade ha# continued so long, that there¬ 
fore it should be suffered to continue still 
longer? If it should be said, in opposition 
to the proposal for the immediate aboli¬ 
tion of this trade, that the West India. 
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planters would be liable to much injury., 
arising from the scarcity of supply, he 
would irmmlitiu, that such an pbjection 
could not l*o attended to; for those gent, 
had received sufficient warning oJ the in¬ 
tentions of parliament. It was incumbent 
upon them to consider the nature of evi¬ 
dence laid boiore that house and the coun¬ 
try/ and 10 provide against an event 
which, from the resolution of parliament, 
they had every reason to look for. He 
did not mean to insinuate that such pro- 
vision should arise from any increase of 
rapacity on the coast of A Inca, but from 
a change of ^stem in the management of 
the slaves in the West Indian i&liuuls; 
for there was no principle more palpable 
than this, that the West India merchants, 
if th'gy complained of any injustice done 
them by parliament, should not attempt 
to seek redress among the unhappy Afri¬ 
cans ; those upon whom Mich evils were 
indicted by this odious<iratlic, that the 
conduct of it in that ease alone was suffi¬ 
cient ground to rest an argument for its 
total and immediate abolition. Without 
refen mg to the treatment of the slaves on 
their passage, and in Ihq West India 
islands, or to those regulations which had 
been enacted from time to time relative to 
their passage, winch, by the bye, he un¬ 
derstood were generally evaded, he was 
convinced that the proceedings in Africa 
were alone quite enough to satisfy any 
good man that it was impossible to justify 
resistance to an immediate abolition. 
When he considered the voyage, the; trans¬ 
portation of the poor negroes, and all 
the circumstances connected with such a 
transaction, all the evils which were in¬ 
separable from its nature, he could not 
think it necessary to adduce any evidence 
to prove the miseries which must co-exist 
with this trade ; but yet evidence had been 
laid before the house on a former occasion, 
which went amply to detail those mise¬ 
ries ; evidence which could not leave a 
doubt of the aggravated criminality of 
allowing the trade to continue ; if even 
that part of the evidence adduced by the 
Opponents of the slave trade were not re¬ 
sorted to, in order to urge the house to 
assent to the motion now in discussion, he 
contended, that the testimony qf its ad- 
- vocales afforded abundant matter to sus- 
% tain die call for abolition; for although 
the latter was presented with a view .to 
controvert the former, although truth and 
justice was attempted to be foiled by a 
Vo l. II, 


/ vast deal of sophistry and falsehood, he 
| would venture to assert, that the object of 
this opposition failed so egregiously, that 
there was no one point which the friends 
of the slave trade wished to establish, 
that was not denied and disproved by 
isoine. 'part of the testimony of their Own 
\viInezes, wveial of whom contradicted 
the others, and m some instances one 
witness contradicted himself, in taking, 
notice of these contradictions and absur¬ 
dities, he did not mean to say that any 
pie variation was intended, but merely 
to observe by whul means truth will liud 
its way, and justice triumph, m spite of 
opposition or artifice. The bon. gent,, 
mentioned several of those absurdities, 
among others, that one witness stated, 
that a.-monarch or master who could sell, 
transport, or murder his slave, Could not 
urge him to woik ; another witness stated, 
that negroes will readily cultivate corn, 
but very unwillingly cotton, although the 
labour necessary to the latter is much 
less than that at the former; another, that 
although the negroes will not be contented 
to work at home, they are yet very will¬ 
ing to go to the West Indies, with the full 
knowledge of the purpose for which thdy 
are to go; those statements, the hon. 
gent, said, he inel with in the evidence 
taken before the Privy Council, * and 1 & 
committee of that house : but* the most 
curious circumstance of all which lie found 
m those depositions, was this, that al¬ 
though the negroes feel it to be a shame 
and punishment to be transported to the 
West Indies, they yet had no fear to go 
there, lie found also, that which was 
certainly a phenomenon in the moral 
world, that although, as those witnesses 
deposed, there was no souse of morality 
among the Africans, and that convictions 
were so profitable to accusers, the accused 
becoming their slaves, tin? trials were, 
notwithstanding, quite fair, and a false 
accusation never succeeded. Those mon¬ 
strous absurdities the bon. gent, quoted 
fiom the evidence laid on the table of the 
house, in order to shew the expedients 
resorted to to palliate the iniquity of the 
slave trade. If the witnesses who alleged 
such things as he had mentioned, asked 
him to believe them, he would tell them 
he wojild 450 as far as be could to give 
them credit for believing themselves wbaj 
they stated. He would, however, be raoiie 
ready ,to give them credit if they were 
mere speculative politicians, if they bad 

, G* 
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no interest in view; but he reflected,, thati friend. Kidnapping, than which nothing 
in .believing their absurdities he was liable could be imagined more strongly marked 
to be led to the sanction of a system of with cruelty, he observed, had, uccordmg 
crime.; for such persons would not bp to the confession of the evidence already 
satisfied with the mere belief of their referred to, frequently happened, indeed 
severances, they would require of the without hesitation, occasionally resorted 
house to go forward, until they should to. As Christians, as men, and as l>ri- 
slain their hands in blood. His heart re- tons, he called on the .house to interpose 
voJted at such an object, and he trusted and give its zealous concurrence to an 
that parliament would indignantly spurn /object that involved the interest ol so 
at it. If it were said that the negroes I many thousands ot our fellow-creatures} 
were subject to transportation for the of those who possessed a common nature 
most trivial offence, nay, that some wcie: with us, and were, it could not be denied, 
brc<J for slavery, he would ask, supposing mtitled to the rights of humanity; yet 
the information true, whether it was con- towards them what was the conduct of 
jbistent with the civilized character of this this trade r Why to treat them like beasts 
country to sanction such a system ? There of burden, to put them out of the protec- 
could be only one answer given. As to lion of the law, lor it was quite absurd, 
the assertion, that it was the custom of whatever might be said on the subject, to 
the native princes of Allied to sell their suppose that any law could protect a slave 
prisoners o/ war to slavery, and if the against his master. It was quite impruc- 
persons on the coast did not humanely ticablc, particularly considering the power 
purchase them for our merchants, those which the master had in the West Indies, 
prisoners would be murdered, he consi- and the mode of administering the laws, 
dered it an idle talc. And here he could The slave was not, in fact, an accountable 
not overlook, that although it was stated being, lie could have no property in any 
that witchcraft was a fruitful source of thing, who had no property in himself, 
slavery in Africa, it did not appear that He had no instructor to let him know 
any of those humane merchants, or their what the law was. lie knew not how to 
humane agents, ever made any attempt to obtain redress when aggrieved, lie could 
remove that delusion. The greater part of not be bound by any law. To his master 
the slaves sold, however, were brought to lie might be bound by gratitude and affec- 
the coast from districts in the interior, tion, and it was happy where he was; but 
of which the slave dealers know nothing, there could be no tie ot dutv upon him, 
Those, which he understood to amount to for there was an incurable detect m the 
no less than two-thirds of the whole num- title that held him. There was a right 
ber of the regular purchase, were con- inherent in the slave to abstract himself 
demned to this fate for causes to which from such a title, while it was the master’s 
the agents of the traffic aie strangers, and interest to make him work and insure his 
they never take any pains to remove their servitude. Those two inclinations vuuc 
lguorance. On the contrary, they say, at variance. There was no relation be- 
that " no one would ask any questions on tween the two, to regulate which the iav/i 
the subject but a fool; that such inquiry of morality could apply. To attempt to 
would spoil trade." Such was the lan- legislate for them would be absurd. Upon 
guage employed to excuse such immoral the whole, the hon. member conceived 
indifference ; such insensibility to the fate that he had stated sufficient reasons to jus- 
of men, in all probability capriciously tify the vote which he meant to give.ii* 
consigned to exile from their family and fuvour of the motion; a motion which he 
home. Such participation in the inilic- flattered himself would meet an unani- 
tion of a severe punishment, without any mous support; aud he hoped that every 
previous inquiry as to the cause, without West India planter would evince the same 
taking the least trouble toascertain who- readiuess as the hon. gent, to whom he 
thcr any guilt attached to the party pto alluded at the commencement of his ob- 
tiished. Tp guard against the repetition sensations, to abolish the nefarious and 
of th\$ and all the other enormities, par- universally execrated traffic which formed 
ticularly kidnapping, which were insepf- the subject of debate, 
rably connected with the slave tr^de, he General Tarlatan said, that although he 
pu the house to adopt the motion, must consider himself as one of those per- 
jqj^4o follow up the purpose of his hon. sons proscribed by the hon. mover, he 
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ooald,nut help expressing his disapprahn-J nations, and this at a time whcnov^fy 
tion of this motion. At the same time he uranch of our commerce is so mulch 
begged to observe,'that the hon. gent.V shackled. Alter stating that he should 
mode of proscription upon this question jgke other opportunities of delivering his 
was as arbitrary as any that was ever re fptiments more at large oil this subject, 
sorted to by Sylla, or any other dictator, the lion, member said that he did not think 
The hon. gent,,had, he admitted, intro- it. necessary this night to put it to a divi- 
dueod much new matter into his speech, a sion. 

thing the more to be wondered at upon a Mr Manning expressed his surprise that 
subject so often and so ably discussed. I a measure of so much importance ns that 
To the principles upon which the hon. I before the house, should have been brought 
gent, rested his arguments he could not lorivanl at this advanced period of the ses- 
hesitate to subscribe. Ills grounds were sion; but yet he was perfectly willing to 
religion and morality; but he had pushed slate that he felt the most peilect convie- 
thuse principles to an extreme. Evils tion of the hon. motives which actuated 
were to be met with in every direction; the gent, from whom it originated. He 
war was an evil of the greatest kind, and could assure him, that every proprietor of 
yet we were obliged to endure it. Many respectability, from liarbudoes to Jamaica, 
things were tolerated which could not be w T as grateful for his exertions, and felt 
just died on strict principle. Though war much benefit from them. With respect, 
was an evil, we still engaged in it; and however, to the proposition for an imme- 
thongh the national debt was a grievance, we diate abolition of the slave trade, he beg- 
still laid on new taxes, and contracted for ged to call to the recollection of the house, 
loans. The hon. mein, compared the state ot that by several acts of parliament, some 
the country in 175)2, when the resolution so early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth? 
for the general abolition of the slave trade British merchants were encouraged to vest 
was adopted, with the present period, and their capital in this tiade. If, then, par- 
contendrd that the difference was such as liament should determine on the iinme- 
fehould urge the house to pause before u diate abolition of the trade, it would be 
agreed to the motion under debate. In felt, he trusted, that the merchanis and 
the former instance, the country was at others connected with West India property, 
peace, commerce and manufactures were who might lose by such a measure, were 
flourishing, and oyly a gradual abolition entitled to compensation. To ascertain 
was called for. Yet now, when the coun- the amount of such loss, he thought that a 
try is imolved in a war that requires all parliamentary commission should be ap- . 
our resources, and our commerce is cm- pointed, and that a proposition to that 
bana sed, an immediate abolition of this effect should accompany the motion before 
important part of our tiade is applied for. the house. If parliament had changed its 
I nder the circumstances, he could not mind as to the expediency or justice ot 
see the policy of such an application, and this traffic, it would be unjust to allow 
he hoped that govt, would interfere to those who had embarked thdir capital upon 
protect the merchants, and defeat the the faith of parliament, to suffer any pe- 
views of the mover. The hon. gent, had ctiniary loss. He called for this consider* 
taken notice of the alarm which his motion ation upon the same principle as that 
was likely to give to the persons concerned which was uniformly acted upon where any 
in the cultivation of the West India islands ; public measure was productive ot inji ry to 
and certainlv the alarm already excited by the property of individuals. As no in- 
the state of those islands, this proceeding demnity, such as he had alluded to, was 
was of a nature considerably to increase ; connected with this motion, and also as 
but about that increase, perhaps, the hon, he was adverse to the immediate abolition 
gent, was very little disturbed. Indeed, ofthe trade which gave rise to it, he moved 
the hon. gent, manifested a disposition in that the other orders of the day should : 
this business still more arbitrary towards be then read.—The motion being put, 

English trade than Bonaparte, himself, Mr. Wilberforce rose to state, that his 
The Eirst Consul invited the powers of motiop did»not refer to the immediate abo. 1 
Europe to join with him in attacking us, in liiion of the slave trade, and that the time 
order to partake of our commerce; but for that desirable event was to be <xnm* 
the hon. gent, would deprive us altogether dered in a committee upon the bib, and 
of one important branch of that com- not in the present state of proceeding* 
merce, in order to transfer it to ether Mr* Dcvayncs asserted, that the country 



Ip^p; P^RL. DEBATES,' Matt S0»1804,-i-4!iatje Trade* ' . [47$ 

was as well governed, and the laws as/ it had decided that the slave trade should 

he gradually abolished. He had always 
wished, aud voted for a gradual abolition ; , 
and ho thought the dim actor oi the house, 
in point ot consistency, implicated in thin 
question. The question now was, whether 
the slave trade, which the house, I V yeais 
and olheis their piisoners taken in war, ago, said should be abolished within a 
those prisoners would be killed, tune, long since past, should be abolished 

Mr. William $ mi tit, adverting to the dc- at nil, or not ? 
scriptiou he had before given ot the law oi The Chmirvtbr of the Rvcfwqiter said, 
the African piioces, N'c* said that he that if the motion before the house were 
quoted lliat d<scriptiou from the evidcrue for the immeonite abolition of the slave 
adduced by tlie hon. nu mber who hud h.st trade, be should iia\e no hesitation m giv- 
spoken and his friends, lie contrasted mg it his warmer upport, because lie 
some parts of the description,' andpauicu- thought the lirst incur nl for abolishing 
larly the statement that the prisoners of that inhuman traiiic would be the best, 
war, if not bought by the slave dealers. Nevertheless, he was ieudv to support any 
would be murdered, with the declaration, proposition that could approximate that 
notwithstanding, of the lion. gent, that desirable event, lie would ieel a satisfac- 
those African,state's were as well governed, lion m any measure that n nded even to a 
and their laws as well administered as in gradual abolition. To this be understood 
Ibis country. most gent, who had on a former occ.imou 

Sir William Geary thought, that from dehveied their sentiments, to be friendly, 
laiotives of humanity, the total and mime- and with the views of such members the 
diate abolition of this trade should be re- motion was so worded as to coincide, 
sisted ; because, if the proposition were Gent.’ therefore, of that dwicription, could 
adopted, he was very much afraid that the not, unless they had < hanged their opinions 
effect would be to transfer the trade to since the last discussion of tins subject. 
Other nations, through whom the same oppose the original motion. Those who 
miseries would be induced to slaves, of entertained an honest prejudice against this 
which the house had heard so much, aud abominable traffic—a piojmhcr winch bad 
against which such provisions had been obtained many converts oi late years, 
made by the benevolent exertions of the would, he, hoped, be wry lur from object- 
liou. mover ot the proposition heiore the mg to the motion of hi hen. inend upon 
bouse.. such grounds as had In en last Mated. Into 

Mr. Addington said, ho should support the discussion of the question at present he 
the amendment, but on diiunrnl giouud* declined to n.lei, pa:liciiLuly a* the way 
from those slated bv the hon. gent, who able argiinn n»eof ha lion, hiend had been 
moved it. The abolition of the Uade, quite u'm! ; hut as .to the lime of 

which formed the subject of debido, he «1- carry mg the olqcct of his hon. friend into 
ways considered not as a question of ex- effect, no time win, po scribed hv the mo- 
pectiepey, but as a question of piucticabi- tion. That circumstapco would remain 
Jity ; and in that view, if the motion had for the consideration of the committee on 
been for the appointment of a committee the bill. With respect to the practicabi- 
to Consider of the means for the abolition lily of the abolition, the right, hon. gent, 
of the slave trade, H should have hud his observed, that the same aigmruul upon 
concurrence; but as it stood, he must vote that point would apply to a gradual as to 
against it, because be felt that it would be an immediate abolition ; for it it was mu 
impossible to carry it into execution, Sol possible for a llritisli act of pailiami’ul lo 
• contrary was the mode of proceeding pro- effect the object in the one ease, how was 
posed to the accomplishment of ibn object saidi act to accomplish it in the other, 
ill view tta#.he, wa^ persuaded, should a This remark lie addressed ineidv to the 
bilbbe founded on the TOoIuUtot described professed, friends of a gradual abolition; 
by the bon, member who opesp<l the do- but as to the practicability of the measure 
bate^jpeb bill must be repealed * before of aholmon generally, 'as he bad only 
/ thes tr^e could be abolished, . heard the impracticability asserted, with- 

Sjr Robert Bvxion thought it most ex-, out the arguments upon which thermion 
Ordinary that the house should be con- was grounded, he did not think it neces- 
< question, when, 14 years ago sary to go into any argument upon the 


fairly administered, on the coast of Africa, 
as in England. The hon. member added, 
in vindication of the slave trade, that ha 
had had u conversation with oue of t|B 
African kings, who told him, that if the] 
slave merchants did not purchase from him 



473] PARk. DEBATES, Mat 30, IS04.— Sim TmAt f pjr* 

subject. He was happy, however, to hear } such a branch of commerce,, and had re¬ 
tro m the hou. gent, under the gallery (Mr. commended that the house shouJd go into 
Barham) such opinions, combined with I a committee, to consider of the practice- 
other considerations, as*tully satisfied his bility of the measure. What! when tins 
mind that there was no danger ot tins ®use had so positively declared its opi. 
trade, it abolished by us, being taken up nion about 12 years ago with respect to 
by foreigners—upon that score, there was the abolition. The very circumstances of 
no ground for apprehension. The right the times, in addition to the former doelara- 
hon. gent, concluded with stating, that he tionuf the house, were arguments in favour 
would not at present discuss the question of tlie abolition. The acquisition ofTriuadad 
farther, although he could with difficulty was in itself a reason why the house should 
refrain fiom entering into a subject m which immediately come to some determ 1 mil ion, 
he felt so lively and warm. and either declare to the public and to 

Mr. Lee contended the trade was an Europe that it was not consistent with our , 
utter disgrace to the nation. We boasted ideas, or with the policy of our system, to 
of otir freedom, and yet we sacrificed the make any alteration in a trade, the injustice 
natural rights of our follow-creaturcs in of which we have already acknowledged; 
tins nefarious traffic. The lion, member or else that we should by our actions at 
who had urged this measure with so much once firmly convince the world that wo 
ability and perseverance, would retire to wereoapable of giving up a species of traffic 
his pillow with satisfaction, and enjoy that which appeared to us dishonourable, not- 
repose and tiauquillity which is-the. reward withstanding any profit that might be gain- 
ot virtuous csaTtion. If there were-hon. ed by its continuance. Thu honour, the 
members of that house v ho were interested character of the nation was at stake. Any > 
in tins commerce, he hoped they would person that was in the least acquainted 
sacrifice their private emolument to a strict with the Continent, must have already 
senscof public duty. If there were ropre- hoard it whispered throughout Europe, 
sedatives of great and opulent towns, that they were doubtful of us, and that it 
which owe their importance to such a was supposed, that, however we might like 
trade, he trusted they would instruct their lessons of morality, we could not be pre- 
constituents rather to resign all future ad- vailed upon to give up a profitable branch 
vantages from it than to barter the justice of commerce very readily. If the house 
and honour of the count! v for the^e acqui- continued to act as it had done, admitting 
Mtions. At a future time, he would enter the impropriety, and vet at the same time 
more at large on the subject, and on the abstaining from the abolition of, or even 
present occasion, the motion would re- from giving any check to, that*abonnnuBle 
reive hi^ coriial support. traffic, it would be openly said throughout 

Mr. Fox said that he should trouble the Europe, that we could but merely talk 
house with very few words upon the ques- morality. That after all the sentiment 
lion before them. Indeed, he rose prin- that had been expressed against this trade, 
cipally with a view to observe the very ex- we had said again, that we would post- 
traord in ary manner in which the gent, who pone the abolition of it to sonic indefinite 
spoke against the motion had treated the period. He would repeat it, that on this 
subject. The abolition of the* slave trade question, above all others, was the eharao 
was a question which was now l(> years ter of the country at stake. There had not 
under the consideration of that house. It been any argument urged in favour of the 
was now near 12 years since the house had morality of the subject, and, therefore, 
decided by a very great majority that the the house had now to make a public avowal 
trade was m itself pernicious, and that it to Europe of their determination at once 
ought to be abolished. The present was a to put a stop to that iniquitous practice, 
question which above, all others might be or else to announce to the world, that it 
now fairly said to have come to a crisis; had agreed to give its sanction to a meu- 
and yet the house was told that it should sure which had not been supported by any. 
hesitate. One’gent. had allowed that there principle of honour or of justice, but mere- 
might, some ill consequences result from ly qn the supposition that gain might pos- 
the continuance of such a traffic, and yet< sibly result from its continuance, 
he advised the house not to put a stop to it Mr. Eger ton expressed a wish that the 
for the present. Another had also admitted hou. mover of the question before the 
the injustice of our continuing to sanction house would expressly declare to what ex- 
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tent he meant to rarry his motion, if the 
house should happen to agree with him. 
At the late period of the month of May, 
many gent, had gone to the country, and 
lie hoped the lion, member did not mean 
to press it in the absence of so many. He 
would be glad to know, whether it was in¬ 
tended that a bill should be immediately 
brought in and carried in ,the present ses¬ 
sion, or, whether it was now intended 
merely to obtain leave to bring in a bill 
for the abolition; and that the bill was to 
be discussed at the next meeting of par¬ 
liament ? 

Mr. Wilber force said, that he had only I 
intended to express his opinion, and moved 
the house to agree with him on the general 
question. The committee would after¬ 
wards determine as to any particular term. 

The Chancellor o f the Exchequer express¬ 
ed himself decidedly in favour of the mea¬ 
sure of abolition at any rate. He wished 
to see the house agreeing to go into a com¬ 
mittee immediately for the purpose of con¬ 
sidering the propriety of bringing in a bill 
tor that purpose. 

Lord De Bfaqukrc observed, that the 
consideration of the question before the 
house would, on the present occasion, be 
for the first time presented to many na/* 
lives of Ireland. lfot though* it was a 
question which was new to Irishmen, it 
was not a question upon which they would 
find any difficulty in deciding, It was a 
subject, he was confident, on which the 
sentiments of all Irishmen would be imme¬ 
diately declared unanimous. The practice 
of the slave trade was repugnant to their 
feelings. He believed that he might, with¬ 
out presumption, have taken upon him to 
answer for the whole bulk of the people; 
but, for his otn part, he had made up his 
mind as soon as he had heard the terms 
of the motion, and immediately resolved 
to give it his most cordial support. 

Mr. Pat tenon wished to know, if the 
slave trade were abolished in the present 
session, whetlier we had any security that 
the Americans, Danes, and Swedes would 
consent to a similar abolition, as other¬ 
wise, the beneficial regulations of the mid¬ 
dle passage would be done away, and the 
slaves placed in a worse situation than they 
were before.—The question was then loud¬ 
ly called for, and the house divided; 
when there appeared 

For the order of the day - 49* 
Against it - - - 124 

Majority ——75 


The original motion was of course car¬ 
ried, and the house resolved itself into a 
committee, in winch the resolution was 
read and agreed to. The house resumed, 
and the report was ordered to be brought 
up to-morrow. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, Ma\y 31. 

[Minutes.] —Pursuant to the order of 
the day, their lordships resolved into a 
committee of privileges, and Lord VV;d- 
singham having taken the chair, Counsel 
and evidence were farther heard, respect¬ 
ing the claim of Sir Cecil Bishop, bait, to 
the barony of Zouche. The farther consi¬ 
deration of the case was adjourned till this 
day se’nnight.— Several bills, chiefly of a 
private nature, were received from the 
Commons, and read a first time. 

[Conduct of Ju doe Fox.]—The Mar¬ 
quis of Abcrcorn rose, and stated, that lie 
held in lus hand a petition which he con¬ 
ceived to be ot the highest importance to 
the judicial character, to the administra¬ 
tion of justice, to the liberty, prosperity, 
and independence of the country, and to 
the rights and privileges of their lordships ; 
in so far as it preferred charges against 
one of the judges in Ireland, in which all 
of these relations were deeply implicated. 
The petitioner was a person with whom the 
noble Marquis declared he was not ac¬ 
quainted, but of the integrity and un¬ 
blemished nature qf whose character, on 
the most minute inquiry, he had received 
the most satisfactory and convincing assur¬ 
ances. His name was Hart, and he was 
a gent, of considerable property in the 
neighbourhood of Londonderry, and in 
the county of Donegal, for which county 
he was one of the grand jury, when he ex¬ 
perienced the acts of oppression, degrada¬ 
tion, and injustice, complained of in the 
petition, exercised'against him by Mr. 
Justice Fox, then making the circuit in 
the northern counties of Ireland. The mis¬ 
conduct of Mr. Justice Fox, had not been 
confined to this one single and solitary ob¬ 
ject, who now complained to their lord¬ 
ships, but had broken forth in every place, 
and oil persons of every description, where 
it had falleji to his province to make the 
circuit. 'Hie petition was then read, a 
copy of which will be found in p. 529 of 
this volume. The noble Marquis enume¬ 
rated a number of other charges of exor¬ 
bitant fine against magistrates and jury- 
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men, and of other acts of oppression prac¬ 
tised by Mr. Justice Fox; one pauicu- 
larly, in which the Marquis himself, who 
was one of the governors of the county of 
T\ rone, was the object of his invective and 
animadversion. In speaking on this point, 
the noble Marquis declared, that he was 
' actuated by no personal or private motive, 
in quitting, on the present occasion, the 
shades of obscurity to appear in public po¬ 
litical life, lie confessed he had been 
most grossly and unjustly abused at a pe¬ 
riod when domestic calamity had rendeicd 
privily the only balm whnh his paiental 
feelings could receive. Such a stroke, pro¬ 
bably might have been necessary to have 
awakened him ; but, he trusted, that at 
this moment no personal feeling operated, 
lie felt solicitous for their lordihips ; he 
felt solicitous for every person who might 
have an official situation to discharge ; if 
they were thus unwarrantably to be drag¬ 
ged forward to public odium. The grandest 
boon which justice and the public, in these 
kingdoms, had ever received, was the in¬ 
dependence of their judges. The more, 
however, that they were placed bqyond 
the power of Hie crown, the more did it 
become that house to watch over then 
-actions, and to see that justice flowed in 
pure and unpolluted streams. It was their 
lordships' province, it was their peculiar 
and bounden duty, to see, that the robe 
m which justice was arrayed, did not serve 
as a cloak for oppression and calumny.-— 
As an excuse for not bringing the matter 
sooner before the house, the noble Mar¬ 
quis pleaded the peculiar situation in which 
ministers had for some time stood. He 
should not, he observed, follow up his pre¬ 
sent motion further than that the petition 
do lie on the table, lie hoped it would 
be found a business of so great importance 
as to deserve the attention of the preseut 
ministers, and that he should not again 
be necessitated to bring it forward. There 
was another reason, however, which would 
prevent hun from pressing it at this mo¬ 
ment. lie was anxious to have the pre¬ 
sence of a noble friend of his, the Lord 
Lieut, of Ireland, lie had no doubt that 
the same circumstances which had caused 
the dismissal of the late minister of this 
country; the disgrace of having acted con¬ 
scientiously and uprightly in every part of 
his administration; the disgrace of having 
made the basis of his continuing in office 
a lesoluticm not to use any undue influence 
or exertion to sway the favour of the pub¬ 


lic or of individuals ; the disgrace of hav-* 
ing quitted it, accompanied by the regret 
and good wishes of his sovereign, and of 
the public in general \ would soou operate, 
as they equally applied to Ins noble lrieud, 
on occasioning his dismissal also. The 
noble Marquis then moved, that the peti¬ 
tion do lie on the table. Ordered.*—Ad¬ 
journed. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday , May 31. 

[Minutes.] —Lord Lovaine and Wil¬ 
liam Dickenson, Esq. took the oaths and 
their seats on their re-election.—Ordered, 
on the motion of Sir J. Newport, that an 
account be laid before the house, of the 
disbursement of 2001)1. which was directed 
by the act of the 41st of his Majesty, to be 
applied to certain officers frgm Ireland.— 
Sir J. Anderson brought up the report of 
the committee appointed to examine the 
petition from the corporation of London, 
respecting a coal mmket; and upon the 
report being read and agreed to, the hon. 
member obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
alter and enlarge the powers of the act of 
the 43d of Ins Majesty, for establishing a 
Free Market for the sale of Coals in Lon¬ 
don, &c.—Mr. Cartwright brought in a 
bill lor altering and amending the act of 
the 28til of Ins Majesty, with respect to 
Chimney Sweepers and their Apprentices. 
The hill was read a 1st and ordered to be 
read a 2d time.—Sir J, Newport advert¬ 
ing to the motion which he had announced 
Ins intention of bringing forward on this 
day, with respect to the operation of the 
Property Tax on persons deriving revenue 
from property situated in Ireland, slated, 
that as the Chancellor of the Irish Exche¬ 
quer was not in attendance, and as the pa¬ 
pers necessary to his motion were not yet 
on the table, he should wave his purpose 
for the present, and as the session was so 
far advanced, postponed it to a future op¬ 
portunity.—'Fhe Felons’ Apprehension bill 
was read a 3d time, and passed.—Mr* 
Alexander brought up the report of the 
Irish Accounts Regulation bill, which was 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to bo read 
a 3d time to-morrow. 

[Cohn Trade.]— Mr. Western moved 
the reading of the order ot the day for the 
further consideration ot the report ot the 
committee on the Corn Trade, for the pur. 
pose of postponing the order until to* 
morrow. 
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*»• MrhP&ffason observed, that the const 
* deration of this report had beeft frequently 


tommittedor not; and from the advanced 
period of the session, it appeared to hint 
postponed, and he wished to know the red- J that such recoin ini tal sho tun take place as 

' soon ns possible, la order that upon the 
consideration of the general question, the 
report upon such recommittal, should he 
laid before the hous<j? in due time.—The 
motion was agreed to. 

[Defence of the Country.]*—M r. 
Kcr rose to ask the right hon. the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, whether, as his pro¬ 
mised motion respecting the defence of the 
country was deferred till Tuesday, upon 
which day an order stood for a committee 
to consider several petitions relative to the 
Irish linen trade, it was intended that 
his motion should precede that order ? ’ 
This question he was induced to put from a 
consideration of the solicitude entertained 
upon the linen business by a vast and re¬ 
spectable number of persons in that coun¬ 
try to which he belonged, and because, if 
the right hon. gent, meant to submit his 
motion, it must, from its superior import¬ 
ance, claim the precedency, and the con¬ 
sideration of the linen question must ne¬ 
cessarily be postponed.—Being on his legs, 
the hon. member said he could not refrain 
from observing upon the conduct of thc; 
right hon. gent, with respect to his long- 
promised plan of provision for the national 
dcfcitee—a plan which above a month since 
the right hon. gent, himself told the house 
that not one moment should be lost in 
bringing it forward, and yet it seemed that 
it was still unprepared, nor was the house 
assured that it would be ready even by 
Tuesday. The late administration, which 
he rejoiced in the recollection of having 
supported, were often charged with tardi¬ 
ness and hesitation, and particularly by 
4hat right hon. gent, who, in this instance 
was guilty of the fault which he had im¬ 
puted to his predecessors ; delay, indeci¬ 
sion, want of energy and promptitude, ap¬ 
peared upon this occasion to be peculiarly 
applicable to himself. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer felt that 
it would not be consistent with the order 
of the house, to enter at present into the 
animadversions upon his conduct which, 
the hon. gent, had coupled ’ with his quesr 
lion. With regard to the question put by 
the hon. gent, he should say that it was 
his anxioqs and earnest wish to bring for¬ 
ward his motion on Tuesday; and if the ' 
Other motion was likely to give rise to any 
debate, be should wish his own lb com# 

On first,—Adjourned. 


sous which induced*'the hon. gent . to pro - 
post; the further postponement of it tin til 
to-morrow. The subject to which the re¬ 
port referred, he conceived to be of the 
utmost importance. It was one upon 
which he had taken every method in his 
power to acquire the fullest information. 
To the committee appointed to consider it, 
lie had paid very close attention, and he 
had the misfortune to differ from the 
greater part of the gent, of which that com¬ 
mittee was composed. This difference was 
of such a nature, that he hoped one of the 
motives for postponement was to reconsi¬ 
der the grounds of this dillei cnee. Incleed, 
the report was such, that he wished it to 
be totally reconsidered, for it would go, 
if adopted, to alter the bearing and ten¬ 
dency of our corn laws, and the whole 
system of our imports and exports, with 
respect to grain. 

M rJCedU’ti saw no objection that could, 
in point of candour, be advanced against 
deferring this motion till to-monow. There 
was in the table proposed in the report of 
the committee, a deviation from the table 
fixed bvthe corn act of 17.91; the reasons 
for which, though founded on the best 
principles, were not sufficiently explained 
in the body of the report. To obtain such 
explanation, and to satisfy the house and 
the public as to the motives of the change, 
it was proposed to move the recommital 
of the report. 

Mr. Patttwn acceded to the motion, 
and expressed a hope that when the report 
of the committee should again come before 
the house, it would come in#another 
, shape. 

Sir J*. Buxton thought the motion of 
postponement ought to be lor a later day. 
He wished to know whether it was intended 
to-morrow to consider the report On the 
table, or to move for its recommitment. 

Mr. Foster stated, that one reason for 
>• the proposed recommitment of this report 
was, that it would in ns’present form tend 
to affect the corn trade between this part of 
" the united kingdom and Ireland. This 
was a subject which it was understood was 
to form the subject o? another committee. 
"With respept to the question t# be f sub¬ 
mitted to the iaouse to-morrbw, of which 
thehon/bart. who spoke last wished to be 
he had to mention that it would; 
is, whether tfafc report should be rfe-. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, June 1, 1804. 

fMiNvres,] — The Earl of Donbgtcr 
took the oaths and hh eeat.-Lord Shewe d 
presented a pstition from the ship owners, 
complaining of the imspeo^jj of tho navi- 
gnion-act. His lordship sa»e woold not 
then enter into details, became the petition 
prayed for an inquiry into this subject) and, 
on a future day, he should move for an in¬ 
vestigation of the complaints of the petition. 
He would only at present say, that the very 
naming of the suspension of the navigation 
laws would be sufficient to express the im¬ 
portance of the question he purposed here¬ 
after to submit to the house. He was as¬ 
sured, that their lordships would feel with 
him. that they could not entertain too great 
a jealousy,and anxiety respecting that which 
formed an important part of the whole 
foundation of our national wealth, prosperity, 
and power. The petition was ordered to he 
on the table. Adjourned to Tuesday.' 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, June l, 1804. 

- rMiuuTES.]—Sir J. Newport brought up 
the report of the bill for the relief of the 
poorideots, &c. in Ireland. Orderedto.be 
printed.—Mr. Wilberforce presented a pe- 
tition from the debtors confined in the county 
gaol of York, praying relief. Ordered to 
f,e on the table.—Sir J. Anderson brought 
up a bill for establishing a free coal market 
in the city of London. Read a first■ 

Mr. Wilberforce brought up the bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade; which Was read 
a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Thursday next.—The attorneys in¬ 
demnity bill was read b second time, .and 
■^ordered to be committed on Wednesday. 
rCoa* Tbadk Bite.]—SirC. Banbury 
moved, that the report of the committee on 
this bill should be taken into farther consi- 
w deration on Friday next. > 

Mri Patteson said, that yesterday he had 
understood, by what Lad fallen from the 
gent, who was chairman of that committee, 
that, instead of any farther postponement, 
the intention was to have it recommitted* i 
. Colonel Bagwell wished to know whether 
the bill was to extend to the copt trade of 

Ir Mr. d F*ttr replied, that although it might 
occasion a necessity for some alteration i» 
the laws of Ireland, it would have no other 
influence on them, and would certainly 
be no ways injurious to the Irish twn trade. 
Voi.il. 


—After some father conversation it 
solved that the fiirthw!; consideration of the 
I report should be postponed tHt Friday 
oight. Adjourned to* l uesda/. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

* Tuesday, June 1804- 

[Minutes/] —The royal assentwas given 
by commission to the volunteer consolidation 
bill, the Scotch excise licence, the Solway 
Frith fishery, the Thames and Medway na¬ 
vigation, the Pancras poor hill, and to four 
private bills. —The Earl of Suffolk presented 
a petition from certain persons confined for 
debt in the county gaol of Carlisle, praymg 
relief. His lordship took the opportunity of 
making a few observations upon the general 
subject, which he thought one of consider¬ 
able national importance, \p order to bring 
it more fully to the view of the legislature, 
accounts should be made out as tar as the 
same was practicable* of the number q£ 
persons confined for debt in the different 
gaols in the kingdom. There were a con¬ 
siderable number of petitions upon the sub¬ 
ject on the tables of both houses of parlia¬ 
ment, and he wished to know, from any 
noble lord competent to inform him, whe* 
ther it was intended to adopt any measure in. 
consequence ? He thought some steps ought 
to be taken in the business ; and, in that 
view, he had to lament the absence of hU 
noble friend (Earl Moira), who could do jus- . 
deb to the subject from his extensive, infor¬ 
mation thereon, and by the force of his elo¬ 
quence. He understood that a considerable 
part of the number of those confined were 
for small debts \ for debts under the amount 
of 12 i. There was ode principle which 
should be kept in view in all considerations 
bf tile subject: he understood that by the 
existing law, a person could be held in con¬ 
finement, notwithstanding be gave up Uvcry 
shilling he had, and all his property to the 
creditor, for the residue which might return 
of the debt. If this was really the case, 
when bonded* werf thing was given upjby 
him, the regulation, be thought, militated 
against the paificiples of the British consti¬ 
tution* There was another point connected 
with this ci^der«tion: if the creditor Urea 
enatfed WMd the debtor thus in custo^fe. 
he ought, at least, to be compelled to alloar 
him a modicum sufficient to support jhti 
.existence, which the present rat® of allow* 
ance .was not sufficient to. He also 
that the number of perron* confined lot 
•mall debts should be distinctly specified in 
whatever accounts upon the subject should 

Hb . • 
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he hid befprp pattivnent. He concluded, 
tt$nt the petition do lip upon the table , 
winch Was ordered. Adjourned. 


, HOUSE OF COMMONS. j 

Tuesday, June 5 , 1804- 

> ! f . 4 

[Minutes.] —The house was summoned 
to attend at the bar, of the House oi Lords 
to hear the royal assent given by commis¬ 
sion to certain bills.-fTho Speaker having 
returned, informed the house* that the 
loyal assent had been given by commission 
tq the volunteer,consolidation bill, and to 
several other private bills.—-The bill for the 
regulation of chimney-sweepers and their 
apprentices was read a second lime, and 
referred to a select commdtee.—The Lon- 
dpt) Coal market bill was also read a second 
ti|ne # and referred to a select committee.-— 
Mr; Shaw brought in his bill fur the re¬ 
lief of insolvent debtors. It was read a 
$r$t iiipe, and ordered to be read a second 
tifee this duy sc’nhight. — Mr. Sturges 
Boafoe brought up the returns of the royal , 
aripy of reserve for England and Wales, as 
afro for Ireland. Ordered to be printed.—< 
Sir J. Stewart gave notice* that on Friday 
next he should present a petition, com¬ 
plaining of the conduct of one of the judges 
of Ireland. 

(Additional. Force Bill.]— The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the 
Notice bo hud given, rone to la) before the 
fepuse, the plan which hedmd in contem- 
* piation for. maintaining a permanent addi¬ 
tional force, and addressed the house as 
follow®In entering upon the subject 
vyfeicb it is now my duty to bring forward, 

I feel, Sir, a peculiar Satisfaction in being I 
enabled to state, that the principle of the i 
measure which l .shall have the honour of 
proposing, seems to be pretty unanimously 
jigreed on* Not pnly those gentlemen 

who have hitherto appeared fo have turned 
i^ir attention mqst to tb£ military defence 
of the country, but gentlemen on every 
fide pi the bouse, have expressed very 
pteitdy, 4hat it is their dear and decided 
that i t i s now important and peces*. 
fojjfyto-devise:those means which, may be 
ibh.JpfoidfWifectual for increasing* not only 
our fofernai strengfo find security; but also . 
for coniid^bly mgwetilwg ,w regular, 
aptiy., 1 if-seem* to fee the pnanitnops 1 wish 
of the CDpntry that we should have such a t 
Wfafy army aiwoufo be sq%fon!t to takp 
my&nfatgft of any favourabfo circutusfanc^ . 
might occur cpuriepf|be war* 
iM '"nqw* and,at a#’ 


7 be sufficient for preserving to the country 
J that rank which it has hitherto held among 
the nations of Europe . Being, then , .«o 
unanimously agreed upon the general prin¬ 
ciple, wc have now only to direct our best 
'efforts to carry it into execution, and to * 
consider by what means this necessary aug¬ 
mentation ofjgji. regular army can he ef¬ 
fected with possible inconvenience 

or hardship ItSf’individuals, and without 
weakening those measures which have been 
adopted lor the internal defence and secu¬ 
rity of the country. Without entering at 
large into the principle of the mea urcs 
which have been already adopted for the 
defence of the country, I shall observe, ’ 
generally, that the object of the plan which 
I propose is, in the i st place, to do away 
those obstacles which are in the way of the 
recruiting for the regular army, and which, 
i ti a great measure, owe their birth to that 
competition which now prevails among 
these who recruit for the regular army, 
and those who recruit for a more limited 
description of service, from which compe¬ 
tition the bounties are now so high. In 
the zd pLce, I propose not only to do 
awfty those obstacles which now exist to 
the recruiting lor the regular at my, but to 
create a new additional force, that may be 
a permanent foundation for a regular in¬ 
crease of our army. And the third object 
is to adopt a mode for creating a foice 
which, whilst it will produce the cleaned 
effect of furnishing recruits for the regular 
army, will also so far partake of the benefits 
of a regular army, as to render our tioopn 
of the line a more disposable force for 
military services out of the kingdom, which 
they cannot be, whilst chained down, as at 
present, for our home defence. What I 
have further to suggest, may be compre¬ 
hended under three heads: first, as to the 
- amount of the force to be iaised; secondly, 
the description of that force, including us 
• limitation t>f service j and thirdly, the 
mode* by yvhiph it is proposed to be raised 
and maintained. First, with respect to the 
amount of the force $ and here my object is 
only to propose $or*ic, new regulations, with 
the view of rendering more productive 
those regulations which tire legislature has 
^readymade* My first proposal is, that* 
in addition to^all the force aheady raised 
by the act of reserve, measures he taken • 
to enforce Ibe completion, and makegood 
‘the deficiencies in the amount of the quota 
ejajofoed/to bt*isu$ed under that act. The 
amount, of thi# deficiency rpay probably be 
4 between B #nd 9,000 men, Some difficulty 
I demur's in the egaU amount j, 
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but by every information and return, I am t cruited into the regular arm}' from the other 
persuaded it does not exceed q,ooo mem J forces, has been about 13,000 men. It has 
My first object then is, that such deficiency j been thus found by experience, that many 

shall be mad# good \ and that under $n< h will afterwards embark in the regular ser* 

regulations as I'shall afterwards detail. My vice, after being used to a miJitary life, who 

next proposition is founded on a desire of would not at first engage in any other than, 

reducing the militia to its ancient establish- a limited service. Thus, if, by transfor¬ 
med of 40,000 men for England, and ring what is due to the militia for G. Bti* 

8,000 for Scotland,, exclusive of the sup- tain (which, if complete, should amount 

pigmentary militia; not that I mean tj to y^ooo, this being the number pafjia- 

propoNe any immediate reduction, but ment has already agreed to raise) to this 

bnly to interfere so far as that Force is not new-created force, may not a considerable 

complete My idea is, that what remains number be reasonably expected to accrue 

due should be raised forthwith, and carried from thence to our regular army ? And 

to the additional f >rce now proposed to be thus, may not die proposed plan not only 

created. I understand there are about prove advantageous, in the first instance, 

7,000 men wanting to complete the estab- to increase our national defence, but also 

Ihhmertt of the militia pf England to the be adopted with a view to forming a per- 

nlimber of 60 , 000 . What 1 propose is, that manent, and efficacious system, for the re- 

this deficiency should be raised and trans- pruiting our regular army ? If so, I flatter 

for red to (he army of reserve. I wpuld myself that this measure jwi 11 appear one 

ai o propose, with regard to the vacancies that answers the description t have given 

in the militia, now existing, or that may of it, of being likely" to afford an import- 

occur, that instead of their being supplied, ant additional means of augmenting, to a 

no means should be taken to fill up these considerable extent, the dkposcable force 

deficiencies till ihoscale be reduced to the of the country ?—The other point to which 

number of 40 , 000 . So, far, then, my plan l referred in recommendation of this plan 

goes to the extent of 9,000 men remaining is, that of its removing the present existing 

to be raised for the army of reserve, and obstacles to the regular'mode of recruiting* 

7,000 for the militia. My plan propose# to These obstacles are those which arise frorri 

transfer a portion of that force already voted the competition between the several specie# 

to this which is to be raised ; and that this of force, and from the high bounties Which 
force shall be completed, subject, how- are now given to raise men for the arihy of 
ever, to a change in the mode of complex reserve. As long as the system shall be 
ting it. Supposing, then, that we have allowed to prevail, of calling upon any per- 
succeeded in raising the whole that is now son to serve cither by htmse'f, or by paying 

due to these two sorts of foice, I wish also a heavy fipe, as individuals are liable to 

to add, what was not contained in the ori- under die existing laws, so long it is im- 

ginal act of reserve, but which appears to possible to hope during a time of war, to 

be necessary in order to render this force reduce *he bounties within moderate terms, 

available, so us to set the regular army hi .Any person not finding a substitute is liable 

liberty, and to render it a disposeabte force, to a, fine of aol and that daring every 11 

and fit to act in a manner suitable to the succeeding year 5 the parishes also are 

station which this country ought to main- liable to a fine of 20 I. at each quarter* sex¬ 
tain amongst the powers of Europe. I sions till tfyfr vacancies shall be supplied, 
wbuId propose, then, that in proportion as The powerful motive thus pressing* batik 
nny of this force shall enlist into the regu- upon individual;* and parishes to free thcip- 
lar army, whatever be the number ofvacan- selves from such a buidvn induces them to 
r*es thus occasioned, they fchall be dhtribu- offer high bounties to obtain substitute*/ ] 
tf*d ih order to their being filled up amongst do not mean, however, to cal! ip questipj 
the* several counties—and by the same qnO- the original policy of thwart of the army, 9 : 
las which are already fixed, according to reserve, under the existing emergency ;j bn 
the population of the respective counties ; I cannot consider it as oi.e intended for 1 
but with-This proviso, that the number thus* permanentre. • My wish thep i#» the 
to be raised, shall, in no case, pxoeed one- We may possess the advantage resulting firbr 
sixth part of the whole of the force soJo be the original me&sUre, bet that we may gfiar 
created. This. I calculate, would produce* at the same tlfnc against tire iiiOcnvemenc 
a supply of reCniits for the regular 1 army, Which has been collaterally introduced; 
of not less than icoo men. It appears Wish, therefore, to propose a mode of bs 
from accounts which IwWe been received* lot less burdensome, by miposi' g a modern 
that the number of those who have that re * 1 H h 2 / 
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fine, and excluding those on whom the bal¬ 
lot shall foil from every temptation to offer 
extraordinary bounties. But* at the same 
timej my propo^l maintains the principle* 
that the person shall either serve or fine. If 
th© person df rimes to serve* it is proposed 
that the ballot shall go on $ but if no such 
person willing to serve, nor substitute can 
be found’by the individual* then the parish 
shall be bound to provide, but guarding, at 
% the same time, that no higher bounty shall 
be offered ihan that which is already fixed 
by law, 1 propose that the call to be made 
on each county for the supply of this force 
Shall be in proportion to its population, and 
according to the regulations already framed 
in the acts for raising the militia and the 
artby of reserve, and that the deputy lieu¬ 
tenant? shall arrange the numbers to be 
raised in each division. But where indivi¬ 
duals are unwilling to serve personally, then 
the parishes shall be obliged to raise the spe¬ 
cified number, I mqan to suggest, that the 
means of recruiting be referred to the parish 
officers, to those who may be supposed to 
have acquaintance, and a degree of infiu- 
once in their respective parishes ; and I 
would propose that in the event of indivi¬ 
duals being fined* such parishes shall incur 
no pecuniary burden, whatever, and I wish 
this fine not to be considered in the nature 
of a lax, as it b called for only as the price 
of service. It is by no m<$ns my desire to 
convert this inaptitude for service into any 
medium of taxation, nor to call for public 
contributions. Therefore, if persons, in 
their respective parishes, can be induced, 
throughout every part of the kingdom, to in-* 
fluence their neighbours to come forward, I 
consider that it ought to He with the state to 
find the mean? of paying the men thus to be 
Jbrdttght forward, and that the receiver gene¬ 
ral of the land tax be empowered to advance 
the money, Jt is only in the event of de¬ 
fault, and the parish not finding recruits in 
proportion to its population, shut 1 propose 
the fine shall fall upon it; but at the same 
time, that the certain and moderate fine 
Which they shall he required to pay shall be 
carried to the general recruiting fund. The 
effect of this measure* 1 think, %vtll be to 
afford jt strong inducement to parish** to 
procucc men, if men can be found; and 
there can bo no doubt in my mind, that the 
local acquaintance, the exertions, and in*, 
fluence, wtjkk parish officers may be sup* 
posed to hprc* wtii be fjwmd a ranch better 
means of' producing the &rce wanted* than 
ft geaesral, loose system of recruiting. 'Add 
10 Mdtych, that whatever be the advantage 
ffthwA by tJte metfccd tow suggested* it 


will be gained without any sacrifice of the 
other means of general recruiting, either of 
those now in use, or which may hereafter 
be adopted. The benefit accruing from this 
measure may be fully expected to result 
from it, whilst we are assured that the 
bounties to be granted will not be so large 
as those given to recruits for the regular 
army, 1 confess, therefore, that I feel san¬ 
guine in my expectation that the general 
outline of this measure must receive the ge¬ 
neral approbation of all who are anxious to 
improve our means for establishing and in¬ 
creasing our regular army, and must parti- 
, cularly meet with the approbation, of every 
gent, who is convinced that it is needful 
that the obstacles to the recuruiting service 
ought to be removed, or at least diminished. 
This plan furnishes a considerable prospect 
of increasing the army, and at the same time 
of diminishing the hardships uhich the 
country has already suffered from the pre¬ 
sent method of recruiting. At all events, 
the trial ought, in my opinion, at least to 
be made, because it can be done without 
hazard to any other system, on which, I am 
apprehensive, we must exclusively rely, if 
this plan be not adopted. I have no doubt, 
but that by rigidly enforcing the provisions 
of the army of reserve, an addition might be 
raised; at the same time* I believe, that the 
measure I wish now to propose is as likely 
to be effectual, and with less hasardship, 
whilst it appears to me better calculated to 
increase our regular army, and remove those 
heavy fines* high bounties, and other incon¬ 
veniences, which result from the present 
system of recruiting. 3d!y, If, however, 
the case should happen, that the parishes 
should not be able, with the bounty found 
them by govt., to raise their proportion of 
men, the next question will be* how is the 
quota to be supplied ? I propose that, in 
this case, the commanding officer of the dis¬ 
trict shall be empowered to raise the defici¬ 
encies, by means of regular recruiting, and 
that he shall pay the same bounty to the 
in**n thus raised as the parishes were to have 
done, but less than what it allowed to re¬ 
cruits for the regular army. In this case, I 
think it is probable that, in large manufac¬ 
turing towns, there may be found a num¬ 
ber os persons willing to enlist for a limited 
service, and who may be afterward? induced 
to go into the regular army, As this part of 
the recruiting service will be under the di- 
rectiop of the officers of the army, with the 
bounty fixed* and less than that allowed for 
recruiting the regular army* it cani*ot in¬ 
duce persons to enter into this species of 
force* who might otherwise be disposed to 
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enter the regular army, bat it may induce 
persons to enter, in the first instance, far a 

limited service, who, after being accustom¬ 
ed to the habit of a military life, may after¬ 
wards feel disposed to volunteer into the re¬ 
gular forces. Thus, this part of the plan 
proposes one great advantage ;.whilst, if it 
should fail, it can produce no disadvantage, 

I think that my plan will afford a consider¬ 
able alleviation to the hardships which the 
country has suffered since the war} that it 
will render the call effectual, which has been 
already made upon the country; and, at 
the same time, that it will enforce the mea¬ 
sures already adopted, but by modes more 
clement than those before thought of. With 
respect to those parts of the country which 
have become liable to heavy fines for Dot 
having made good the entire cornptemcut ox 
men required of them, it is to be considered 
that, as the law now stands, every parish i a 
liable to be assessed for every quarter of a 
year; and, for every man that is found de¬ 
ficient, to suffer those penalties to be ex^ 
acted, and judgments inflicted, I mink 
would be an act of considerable severity; 
at the same time, it will be more cheerfully 
submitted to, if it be stated that they jmty 
themselves from these fines, by raising the 
men required according to my plan. I thipk 
that where there is an accumulation of fines, 
and these fines not enforced when they took 
place, it would be unfair on the part of the 
public to enforce them, if it be found that; 
there is any difficulty in the act for enforc¬ 
ing the payment of them as soon as they 
become due. Bat it appears, that m the, 
practical execution of the act* various dim- 
cult ies have occurred in the way of enforc¬ 
ing the penalties. The commanding officer 
has been unable to make out the necessary 
certificates in time to shew the justices at 
their quarter sessions. Therefore ate 
not to wonder* nor be discouraged, 
act should not have reached its full ettect. 
And when it is considered, ^hat smee *ne 
war, we have had to raise both the army of 
reserve, and also to make a considerable in¬ 
crease to the militia, no argument can be 
brought to prove that a mote successful- call 
may not be made upon those parts of the 
country that have hitherto been found defi¬ 
cient, and that, by measures less ofipreistvei, 
and at the same time more 
giving it effect in a sufomary, expeditious, 
and effective manner*—I have fibvtr farther 
to propose, that the forces to be raised 
subject to the same limitation of ^^L*™,** 
the army of reserve is# namely, war.JitfO 
years, or during the continuance at Ifie 
war* and for six months after the termination 


of it; and that, whilst they contioM-m 
corps of such a description* wey shall mt 
be liable to be called out for foreign -tip* 
vice. Then, as to the manner of pranging 
this force,,nothing appears to me better cal* 
culated to render it serviceable, as S medium 
of recruiting for the regular army, than the 
plan of annexing the whole of it, m the 
form of second bat taiions, to the regular af mv* 
The house. Sir, are, I am persuaded, suffi¬ 
ciently aware of the sort of connexion that« 
must be formed between the two battalion* 
attached to each other in the manner I pro¬ 
pose. The promotion -of officers must, of 
course, be reciprocal and indiscriminate* 
The consequence of this will be, that a con¬ 
stant interchange between the two batta¬ 
lions will be taking place. The officer in the 
second battalion, while ite is employing hi$ 
labour to complete his men in discipline, 
thinjks that he may soon meet them in ano¬ 
ther situation, and reap th«f reward of his 
labour by leading them with honour against 
the enemy. The soldiers, on the other 
hand* are; animated to the discharge of theti- 
duty by this reciprocity of services. They 
cannot hope to escape from their present 
commanders, who, perhaps, may have been 
the fitnesses of their negligence, their care¬ 
lessness, or their want of spirit. They have 
before them the prospect of bein 8 undeI ‘ ! he 
command of the same officer, under other ' 
circumstances, and, therefore, they are ami* 
ious to avoid, thar sort of unmilitary or cri¬ 
minal conduct which may subject them to 
the censure of their officers, or expose them 
to the contempt of their fellow soldiers. It 
is to be recollected, too, Sir, that a certain 
degree of affection and attachment must 
arise out of the system which l am now en- 
deavpuring to recommend. It is in the very 
nature of things, that the intercourse aris¬ 
ing out of Shell a connexion must be followed 
by attachment. The interching# of habit# 
OHUt beget some degree of affection. A 
kind effimily fce^mg must be created in the * 
whole body. ’ We have seen that out of 
30,000 men raised last year, 10,000 were 
induced to join the regular army, though 
scattered, and disjointed tower the whole mas# 
of the regular troop# in this country. How 
much more powerful. Sir# must such a fee** 
ing be. when the connexion between first 
and second battalions is so close and mu- 
matihg tt that which I have now described ? 
In the tone case there was no previous toe of 
attachment. In the other, there will be att 
k tbe i&fiueuce of known habits, feelings, and 
mantier*.—The plan which, wnhthe leave 
ot the house, I w»h, Sir, to submit to then 
consideraton, wdl, i trust, appear to hast 
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addifional advantage, that whilst it far* 
rushes the means of recruiting the regular 
army, it will also render your internal force 
more complete, respectable, and capable of 
answering the end in view—the defence of 
the coun«ry. Here then it stands recom- 
trended, on the ground of its being the best 
hi point of economy and national policy, for 
it will improve the quality of your internal 
force, and make one man equal to what two 
were before/ This plan has the farther ef¬ 
fect of rendering your regular army much 
tnore capable of being a disposable force 
than what it would otherwise be, whilst we 
shbuld have to depend, not only upon the 
©umbers, but on the quality of our troops. 

Whatever aid we may justly expect to de¬ 
rive from the vatious species of our present 
existing internal force, and from none more 
than from the numerous and highly respect¬ 
able body of volunteers; yet it is agreed, on 
*tt hands, that it would not be safe to trust 
the defence of the Country entirely to those, 
who, whatever loyalty and zeal they have 
discovered, and even training they have had, 
jpt have never had an opportunity of seeing 
actual service, and who agree in thinking, 
that some portion of experience, and prime 
military service, are necessary to give effect 
to their laudable exertions. But adopt the 
plan, which, with the leave of the,house ,-1 
mean to bring forward, and you will not 
then ,be under the nedHfty of chaining* 
down any great part of tnS regular army.— 
The explanation which t have now given to 
tt^e house, nearly comprehends all that ap¬ 
pears necessary for me to say at present, by 
way of the first developcment of my pro¬ 
posed plan for the better defence of the 
country. My object then is to reduce the 
militia, which now consists of /4,0C0 wen, 
to its former establishment; and the new 
force about to, be created, will be a most im¬ 
portant accession to the country, and will 
become a great source fpr the recrukjpg ser¬ 
vice. It will also have the effect offrender- 
Ing the army completely disposable; nor 
can it obstruci any improvements which 
tnaybe thought necessary in our military 
establishment. Now* as to the proposition 
v$tb respect to the ballot, the only, way in 
v^hich it U to be restrained, is, that it may 
give us the chance of having the personal 
service of the individual to be baflowed for j 
and who, if drawn, may consent to take 
the bounty and enter into the service. Arid 
if tie do£$ not enief, he wiff bave< 
^ derate fipe to pay. I and very miftdent, 
Mtf . that this part of the plan will have the 
';-^ wtff <fct of procuring a great many me© on 
bounties, by making it the interest 
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of men drawn by ballot to enter. At 1 ea<t 
there can be very little doubt but that a g"eat 
many more of them will enter than those 
who have hitherto entered. I very lately 
had the means of seeing an account of the 
number of those balloted men who came 
personally to serve in the force J am speak¬ 
ing of; and*! can assure the hou^e that, out 
of 30,000, the number of tho-e in Great 
Britain is not more than 2 or 3000 ; a num¬ 
ber so trifling, that every body must feel 
how little benefit was likely to be derived 
from the ballot, as it has hitherto betn con¬ 
stituted. Besides many inconvenience 
arose from that mode of ballot. Some per-, 
sons who were drawn, could not pay the 
fine; others had subscribed sums of money 
to ensure themselves against being drawn. 
The whole sum was sometimes given to the 
man on whom the lot fell, who then either 
found a substitute, or served iti person. 
Here no such inconvenience will result, but 
the effect of the ballot will be much more 
productive. With all the defects, the ex¬ 
penses, and the inconveniences of the sys¬ 
tem I am speaking of, I would still be ready 
to recommend it to the house, if I thought 
' it was material towards raising men for the 
public service. But when I see the ef¬ 
fect it has produced, and when I know how 
ffew men, out of those drawn by ballot, en¬ 
tered, I have no hesitation in saying, that T 
gladly avail myself of such a plan as may re¬ 
lieve the individual from great hardship ; I 
therefore think myself justified in proposing 
the present plan. It is my intention, there- 
*fore, : to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
car.y it into effect. If the house will per¬ 
mit the bill to be brought in, I will move to 
have it printed for the use of the members 
of the house, and fix on some convrnitnt 
day, suppose Friday next, for taking it into 
consideration; and, in the course of next 
g&veek, the house may enter into the details 
of the measure. I do not wish to do any 
thing morel at" present than to state to the 
house those points in which the plan I have 
now stated, differs from the ideas I threw 
out some time ago upon the subject. There 
are some other circumstances, connected 
with our military system, on which I will 
take another opportunity shortly to address 
the house. I mean to bring forward some 
! t regulations with Inspect to the state of the 
army in general. 1 intend also to bring the 
subject of the volunteers before the consider¬ 
ation of the house, and to call its attention 
to that part of the general defence act which 
relates to the enrolment by classes. But as 
none of those points are connected with the 
present plan 1 am about to offer, f shall for 
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the present confine myself to this plan alone. 

1 therefore move, “ That leave be given to 
bring in a bill for establishing and maintain¬ 
ing a permanent Additional Foice lor the 
defence of the realm, and fof supplying his 
Majesty’s regular forces, and for the gra¬ 
dual redaction of the militia of G, Britain.” 

Mr. Windham rose* and spoke to,the fol¬ 
lowing effect.—I perfectly concur with the 
ideas of my right lion, friend, so far as they 
regard the necessity of increasing our regular 
army, but I cannot help thinking, that the 
moans which he proposes for that purpose, are 
very far from being likely to prove effectual. 
His plan, in this respect, resembles too closely 
the measures which have been pursued for 
some time past in this country. In many 
respects I confess that it differs from, and is 
much superior to, that hitherto acted upon. 
It is, notwithstanding, liable to considerable 
objections. Upon subjects of this kind no¬ 
thing is more natural than that there should 
be differences of opinion. The plan pro¬ 
posed this evening is very different from ihat 
which was announced by my right hon. 
friend some time since. This serves to shew, 
that even within a short space of time my 
right hon. friend himself has changed his 
rnmd upon the nature of his own project; 
and unless he can change his mind still fur- 
iher upon this question, I can hardly flatter 
myself that I lhall be able to support him. 
Indeed, I much fear that our sentiments 
are fundamentally different, and that I must 
be one of those who will be compelled to 
resist the project which he has to offer. 
What the points are on winch I must oppose 
it I may more particularly explain upon a 
future occasion. At present I shall only 
state, and with as much brevity as I can, the 
general fundamental principles which urge 
me to refuse my concurrence to some parts 
pf this proposition. 1 say some, became 
there are many parts which to resist would 
be to resist myself—would be inconsistent 
with the sentiments I have repeatedly dde¬ 
livered in this house, and which I hold at 
present. I mean that particularly which re^ 
lates to lhe reduction of the militia. This 
is an idea which 1 threw out long since, and 
which I must be proud to find seconded by 
the authority and talents of my right hon. 
friend. Although it must be recollected, 
that when first mentioned k was vpry much 
censured, yet now it appears to bejjenerally 
recognised as a wise and eligible expedient. 
Another point of the plan of which 1 
approve is, the rejection of thu principle 
of substitution. I should have been very 
glad to have got rid of this principle upop 
the condition of ppmmpting service tof 4 


fixed fine; in which way certainly the evils 
of exhorbitant bounties would have been 
auiided : but 1 am much better satisfied 
have compulso y service put an end to als 
together. Both of these alterations there- 
foie, namely, the reduction in the amount 
of the militia, and the abolition of com¬ 
pulsory service, I heartily approve of, and 
either expressly or by implication have long 
since recommended. lam also happy to un¬ 
derstand, from my right hon. friend at the 
close of his speech, that it is his intention to 
bring forward a motion for a change in the 
condition of service in our regular army, by 
which I conceive him to mean, tlut men 
shall be-enhsted for a certain term of years 
in lieu of the present custom, Tim, I think, 
and have' always thought, a filing so de¬ 
sirable, that it was my determination, if it 
had not been taken up by any other mem¬ 
ber, to submit the question to the consider¬ 
ation of this house. I am glad to find 
that the idea seems to be adopted by an 
hon. gent, who is so capable, from his,si¬ 
tuation and ability, of carrying it Into ef¬ 
fect.*—Having staled those parts of my right 
hon. friend’s intentions of which I approve* 

J now come to the less pJedsant part of my 
duty, that of stating the points of which I 
disapptove. In the whole of the proposed 
proceeding for raising men, there is in¬ 
troduced an injiMfrjptis mixture of the vo¬ 
luntary and theSHhpulsory, of which the 
latter strikes meW be much too strong* 
This was one motive of my resistance to the 
army of reserve bill, the principle of which 
is preserved in the plan under discussion ; 
and I remember, that in the course of the 
arguments offered in favour of that bill, the 
principal ground relied upon by its advocates 
was, that u would go to raise a body within 
a short time more effectually than could be 
done by any other method. This argument* 
as to expedition, which was founded pn thp 
circumstances of the moment, and which wa* 
made to overcome every consideration of: 
future advantage, cannot be Used with, 
any effect now. We now find ourselves 
a state, in which what is called paesent, 
emergency, can no longer operate to re* 
move from our minds what is due to th« 
consideration of consequences which may 
take place at subsequent periods. Wearenot 
now called upon to consult for ibe present 
only.. We are at least Jo circumstances in, 
whicji we.have a little pa me and breathings 
time to consider what is good for the country 
permanently, as well as for the present mo¬ 
ment. If we were not* the plan proposed 
by my right hoti. friend, must be given up. 

altogether for w^h, $ view present. 
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defenW it: doesr not promise to effect any 
thing* On the other hand, its provisions 
are, as t before observed, m a very consi¬ 
derable degree compulsory. If the danger 
td be guarded against were imminent, and 
that a levy were pecessary immediately, un¬ 
questionably a compulsory proceeding to ob¬ 
tain that levy might be the roost effectual. 
Measures of that sort are undoubtedly in their 
UWn nature the speediest and most certain 
in their operation. Nothing seenis to be so 
sure and direct in a case where men are 
wanted, as to pass a law, by which men 
shall be forcibly taken. But here care is 
necessary* to consider the nature and consti¬ 
tution of the country in which such powers 
are tohe exercised. Wh3t U good for Rus¬ 
set or Prussia may not be good for Great- 
Brltain. It is not that the power of enacting 
such laws is wanting in Great-Britain. In 
every country, free or otherwise, there is a 
power that is supreme; and that supreme 
power must, by the very description and 
name of it, be capable of enacting wbar* 
ever Jaws it pleases. Whatever the King 
does in Prussia, or the Emperor in Russia, 
or the Grand Turk in Constantinople, or, 
what i$ stiff more, the Emperor of the Gauls 
in Prance, that may the King, Lords, and 
Commons, legally enact in Great^Britain. 
But the question then cqmes not merely as 
to the propriety of *uckjjjj^tments, but as 
to the means of carryirnKm into execu¬ 
tion, apd according to tTOw means will be 
the advantage that is to be expected from 
the measure. In a free country, therefore, 
lq a country like this, where nothing Is to 
bo done but by regular authority, where; 
every thing must be conducted according 
Jaw and even according to usage, where 
there must be a constant regard, not only to 
wen's rights, but even to their feeling*, mea¬ 
sures of compulsion will often fail of their 
effect, and show themselves to ws ill-chosen* 
when the same, measures, iq countries of a 
different descript ion, would becoqfesse^y the 
WOSt advantageous and judicious*. Where 
Site constitution of things is such, that the 
poweivof the state can go straight to ita ob¬ 
ject* where the sovereign, as in Rus8ia,or 
as in old times in this country, can call updo 
*“ 9 “ 1 - J **■-S can call upon 
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difications, which must b6 charged upon 
them in this country. In such a compli¬ 
cated system of movements, half the power 
of the machine is lost in overcoming the 
friction,—These are the reasons why we 
must not conclude that a measure which is 
good in one country must be equally, or 
proportionably, so in another. A country 
and constitution like this is not good for 
m asures of this description. Our compul¬ 
sion is not good compulsion. It has not the 
strength and flavour ,of that which is the 
growth of more congenial climes. It would 
not follow qeeessjrily, even if it had, that 
it would be eqbafry beneficial with us as in 
other platjos. Inquiry mbit always be made, 
agreeably!'to w^at is the^|tHn ' (he present 
instance, bow t^e clSfchpulsory measure is 
likely to operate 60 measures of voluntary 
exertion that are to be going forward at the 
same time. Iuquiry must likewise be made 
whether the voluntary measures will not ren¬ 
der the compulsory unnecessary j for nobo- 
dy> I suppose, wishes to have recourse to 
compulsory measures if you can do without 
I them*—In the present instance, It happens 
! both that the compulsory part, as there is all 
reason to think, is unnecessary, the volun¬ 
tary being sufficient wiihout it; and that 
the voluntary will not be able to do its work, 
if the other is persisted in. All the parishes 
are to be called upon for a certain number 
of men, to enforce their production of 
which (so much is their inclination doubted) 
a fine is to be levied upon such as fail to 
furnish their complement within a certain 
time. It is understood also, that the militia 
is to be suffered gradually to waste itself to 
a certain number, and that this difference is 
to be made good by men raised, in succession, 
in the way proposed, and who are to be trans¬ 
ferred to this new army of reserve ; so that 
for the regular army, which is professed to 
be the main object in view, the stock which 
Will be left for direct recruiting, will be those 
who remain after deducting the amount of 
the present militia, A hope, however, is 
entertained (and this is the great strength of 
the; measure) that men when once detached 
from their original habits, and engaged in 
military life, will enlist in great numbers 
from the fordo thus to be created. The 
fallacy of the arguments which make the * 
foundation of thj| hope is obvious, for it 
may qqifce«a$ well happen, that after men 
have so far caught -the military spirit, (or 
rather so far lost the civil one) as to resolve 
to continue soldiers, they should remain in 
the dorps from which they derived this feel¬ 
ing, and continue on the home service, as 
tbit they should enlist into regiments des* 
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lined to serve abroad. If, bpwever, some 
men should so uwt, as it is to be presumed 
f at many will, there is no reason lb expect 
th,e number to be greater than will be neces¬ 
sary to compensate those, who having ori¬ 
ginally been disposed to a military life, and 
being persons who, if no such limited force 
had ntFered, would have engaged for ge¬ 
neral service, will now be satisfied with the 
experiment they have made, will have sown 
their wild oats, and either return to their 
former employments, or, at least, continue 
in that species of service in winch they find 
themselves placed. I am not an advocate, 
therefore, tor providing in greater abundance 
such species of to<ee. I do not want to 
muhiplv the opportunities by winch men, 
having a military turn and disposed to be¬ 
take themselves fb a soldier’s life, may be 
drawn into services in which that propensity 
will be only half-indulged, and in which, 
in quite as small a proportion, the pub|ic$er- 
vice will be* promoted. I have the strongest 
objections to'this new fangled scheme of di¬ 
viding our public force dnlo two parts —of 
crippling that part which is disposable, and 
in. reading that which is not, in the ill- 
giounded hope of providing, through the. 
latter, an augmentation for the former. This 
is the modern, indirect, circuitous, and fill-, 
lacious mode of recruiting the army,—It 
appears now, that the propriety of aban¬ 
doning the ballot.ng system is admitted, 
and, in lieu of a ballot, my honourable 
friend proposes to raise men n another 
way j lie means to commit the recruit¬ 
ing to parish oflieers. I will not say that 
this is not an improvement compared to 
the mode pursued of late, which, besides 
being so grievously oppressive to individuals, „ 
interfered so materially with the supply of 
the regular army by high bounties, btc, \ 
hut yet I would not be understood to believe 
that the plan before the house, will not 
operate considerably in the same way. For 
alihough the amount of bounty to be paid 
by the parish officers is limited iq fotm, we 
can have no security that that bounty will 
not be generally exceeded. Those officer# 
could, have no particular motive for econo¬ 
my, and they must have a strong wish to 
save their parishes from the proposed fine,. 
This wish will naturally render therp/aqxiaap 
to procure men, and ready, if necessary, tfc 
give an. advanced bounty/ From this, a IF 
the? evils complained of under tin? arcgy’faf , 
reserve act respecting high bounties ate^ fit; 
their degrees, likely to rfecu t; for' 
short of the finewill of course be scrupl^l, so 
as to avoid Ujte Density, by raising the'cb^ 
plement of mm. Some paHshfis may, frolm 
Vol.II. 


pride, even exceed the fine in the allowed 
of bounty, raffief than* not bring forwWtt'.’ * . 
their quota.—A great deal hafs been sait^i 
now aud upon former acd&iOtts, about thef/ 
hopes to be* formed from Individual exer-Z, 
tiou^ but this appears to me to be alto- , 
gether imaginary. Nothing can Be cbflcelved 
more helpless than an unfortunate country¬ 
man, who, in the midst of his dayVwork, , 
or at his return home tired in the evening; r. 
is told that a ballot has taken place, aSd^.i 
that he is one of ihe uniufcky number upon 
whom (lie lot has fallen. U he does not 
happen to be insured, by being a member " 
of an association club, he' is as much struck k 
down by the news, as he would by a 
stroke of the apoplexy. H s first resource is 
probably to. vent his complaints among his « 
neighbours i but finding tha ibis is but of 
little avail, and being told by some one of a 
substitute that has been heard of in a parish 
not far distant, he sets out Wbis mission, 
roaming about, (ikelteW Simple , looking 
for a true frimd In this way he wanders 
on, from house to house, and from village to 
village, spending his money., losing his time;' 
tiring his horse, (or his neighbour*# horse, 
as die case may be) filling the alehouses 
with h,;$ complaints, but helping to empty 
tbein' of their beer, till good fortune or 
igood advice directs him to one of those ob*; 
noxious, but, in the*e cases, necessary per-'’ 
sonages, called adjjftimp, There, at least, 
h& labbur ends by the help of some 

40 or 50 guineas, he is enabled to procure a 
rcciuit for the set vice, and an exemption for 
himself; at least, until the reensit shall 
. happen to run away.’ The same thing, with 
circumstance# in a slight degree varying, 
must happen in the case of the parish officers. 
What mean# upon earth'have the parish 
officers to get men but those which they 
ought not to have''? This measure, therefore, 
.which among its other professions professes 
to abolish crimping, will go, if I am not 
mistaken, to extend and establish that sys* 
tem. I may almost say, it h to be hoped 
that it will; f r if the parish officer# do ^ 
supply themselves in that way, it is i& W 
fearen that they must havo recourse to more 
exceptionable met hods. What re the dftscrtpv 
tibnof persons tp whom they will first apply ? 
and whaf will Be‘the situation of any of tboaj| * { 
person# Aoutyf the a p pBcat ion not be $$&* -,■ 1 
* ceisfql;!; : 4-^id^pibt<dent on 

ontffc iO;be^argetf^i^'P^;'/, -' 

■ ode^s^wrfi rfibi'fefe; 1 
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w in that opftiioh. I<et him take care 
bow be tope*, on bis owe aite^nt* or that 
* of a#y of hi* family, for parub relief: bow 
he \i fepn after dusk stepping aside from the 
footbath, near any of m$ worship's plant*- 
thm Without saying id what aegtve these 
peters will be a bust d, jt h sufficient to 
know that the bill holds out the strongest 
temptation to such abuse 5 nay, that its very 
hopes of success seem to be founded on that 
supposition : for if the parish officers are not 
to avail themselves ot the powers which their 
office g/ves. thnn,*\vhal advantages, / must 
again *^k, have they for recruiting beyond 
what afe possessed by ail other men ? For 
what purpose then, it is to be inquired, 
are those consequences incurred? For 
increasing the regular army t Not a man 
ib the find instance it> obtained for the 
regular army, A*J the*e compulsory means 
produce nothing but Soldiers for home 
service. To engage them afterwards for 
more vn'uable seivice, we depend ♦on the 
operation of bounties. Our forcing pomps 
will carry the water only to reservoirs ot a 
certain height s from thence it must be re¬ 
moved, to the levr] at which it is wanted, 
by machinery of another bind — 1 The idea 
comes then to be considered, founded on the 
supposition that a fence of this limited tta* 
ture is to exist and to be made the instru¬ 
ment of recruiting the regular army,—-of 
attaching particular regiments of one service 
to particular regiments o|bthe other, so ^s 
to give to each regiment of the line a pe- 
collar and appropriate source of ^recruiting, 
id the battalion of the army ot reserve that 
is attached to it. From this arrangement 

f reat advantages are etfyec'ed, such its we 
ave heard set forth with all the embellish^ 
iticntS of my hon. friends eloquence. It is 
the great foundatfoaon which our hopes pf 
giving effect to the plan ofa stationary force 
as a tdeans of recruiting the regular army, 
are thade to rest. But of this arrangement 
it must be observed, that yklle it affects by 
its form to be something positive, and *q 
confer powers not before possessed, it is in 
truth nothing but restriction an«d prohibition^ 
principles merely negative, and by which, 
in the first instance, jrf>wets must always ho 
taken away instead of being given. When you 
t say that ail wfto t*hall enlist from the army of 
reserve shaft m er ^verally into suth and such 
regimenti, Jt is th# same as tp^ay/that they 
shall ento fmo no other,-# nmtoto* ktf 
Which P Art ** F 1 Wr* ex- ' 

enaciing, mid winch/ in f 
tJWcftte, h c^latdd ra- 
the numbers of u^ose who ! 
too to increase them. There, is ] 


little doubt that such will be its final eflVct, 
By establishing that connexion which this 
platt has in view, such a provincial character 
may, it is possible, be imprinted upon cer¬ 
tain cotps as may create motives for enter¬ 
ing into the service which would not other¬ 
wise exist, and by which men will be gained 
who would otherwise remain iu the home 
battalions, or would not enter the service 
at all. But against this must be stt, the 
chance that this provincial character will in 
innumerable instances never be established \ 
and that when it is, it will not by any means 
produce effects, equal to the disadvanragc 
of the restriction, by which alone it cun b# 
brought about. To make a corps provincial, 
you most secure to it exclusively the re¬ 
cruiting of the corresponding battalion $ in 
other words, you must deny to the men of 
that battalion, the privilege of chusing the 
corps into which they would wish 10 enter. 
When you have done all this, such may be, 
from various causes, the necessity of supply¬ 
ing this corps from oilier quarters, of mak¬ 
ing good its losses by other means than 
those of its own recanting fund, that its 
provincial character may be wholly lost, or, 
at least, but very imperfectly traced: and 
after dil it is to be considered what this cha¬ 
racter will do, estimating its effects accord¬ 
ing to the present state of society, and the 
motives which in general influence tlio^c 
who enter the army as soldiers. The bond 
of local or county connexion is far less strong 
than it was iu this country 40 or 50 yeais 
ago. A thousand motives will operate with 
men in the choice of a regiment more 
powerful that} their attachment to the name 
of their county, or even than their desire 
of finding in the regiment those provincial 
properties which it may really possess. A 
' man would be dispo-ed to enter, but that 
the regiment to winch he must now be con¬ 
fined is abroad, and he wants to stay at 
home; or is at home, and he is desirous of 
seeing the world or has an ardour for ser¬ 
vice, and would wish to go .*broad. The 
regiment is iu Canada or Nova Scotia, anil 
he wisbe* to go to Gibraltar $ is in allot 
country, and he wishes for a cold one, or 
vice vend. For county connexion he cares 
nothing, having left the county when he 
Was a boy ; but by entering w'iih the re¬ 
cruiting party nbw in town, he shall go 
where he nuy hope to see again his old 
sweetheart* Bet such-a*one, or be in a corps 
with the comrade, with whom he worked 
in Loudon, who is now a serjeant, and may 
have the means, perchance, cf making him 
a corporal. Such are the motives that dic¬ 
tate the choice of* particular regiments among 
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private soldier*; and, so far a* they operate, 
this tegulation will prove injurious, It will 
prove injurious, too, in the ease of an¬ 
other class of men, be they more or less 
numerous, those whom my right hon, friend 
has particularly dwelt on, with a view to the 
discipline which he hopes to establish in 
these second battalions. If, says he, a man 
by idleness or misconduct should incur the 
displeasure of his officers, he cannot hope 
to escape them or to secure impunity, by 
enlisting into the regular army, lie will go 
into a corps where his character will be sure 
to accompany him, and where he will meet, 
or be followed by, those very officers to whom 
his good or ill conduct will be known. It 
is amazing that my right hon. friend did not 
see, that this was a reason why he would 
not go into the corps at all, and not being 
at liberty to take any other, would remain 
to the end of his term where he toas. In 
this instance therefore at least, the regu¬ 
lation in question will not do mtfbh : what¬ 
ever advantages it tiny have with respect to 
discipline, it will not advance much the re¬ 
cruiting for Lhe regular army. I see ou the 
whole nothing in this plan, for which so 
many fair promises have been made, that is 
likely to have any other effect than to pro* 
dure a large stationary force to be confined 
to this country. Willi respect to expense, 
considering that the measure does, in the 
first instance, fix the rate of bounty higher 
than has ever yet bren known as paid by 
government, that the parishes will not be 
restrained within the rate so fixed, and that, 
whatever is ultimately given by the parishes, 
more must of necessity be given to men 
entering for general service, it will be im¬ 
possible not to see, that in this view also, 
the measure must produce effects the roost 
injurious, and that it holds a distinguished 
place in that system, which in less than 
forty years has raised the price of a recruit in 
this country from a guinea, to the enormous 
amount at which we now see it. Such have 
been the glorious fruits of a system of 
balloting followed up by the principle of 
commuting personal service for service 
by substitute ! —* Much has been said" by 
my right honourable friend and others of 
the influence of a general military spirit 
in the country, and the propriety of prb- t 
moting it Upon this point I must say, 
that my Opinion has always been* however 
paradoxical it may ftppear, that to put a na¬ 
tion in a state in which every man was a 
soldier, was not the way to make a miiitery 
nation, or to carry the military strength 
a country to its greatest height. A country 
in which every man is a soldier, is a country j 


in which no man i* a sbldidr. A syshft)^ 
such as is now proposed., wpotd rather set# 
to damp and deaden that* to encourage and 
animate the military spirit. It is a great 
mistake to suppose, that the military spirit' 
of a country is cherished aud kept alive by 
those only who appear in the military cha¬ 
racter themselves. The «#-military part 
of the community contribute quite as 
much to this, and in a manner hardly less 
direct. They are the spectator* or audience, 
without whom the piece would no more be 
performed than it would without the actors. 
We need go no further for a proof of this, 
than to inquire what the influence is, in 
promoting the military spirit, of thaf half of 
the community, wlrch certainly takes no part 
in the service, namely, the women. In 
France formerly, a man would hardly have 
been spoken to, in the fema’e world, who, 
not being engaged by some other profes¬ 
sion,* had passed his youth without ser¬ 
vice in the army. What more was neces¬ 
sary ? A country in that s’a*e is a military 
country, let its military establishments be 
what they may: And the fact, in this in¬ 
stance, perfectly corresponds with the theo¬ 
ry j for if we look round the world, it will 
be found that the military countries are not 
those in which, by the constitution, every 
man is enrolled as a soldier; bat the con¬ 
trary. France, the most militaiy country, 
has nothing but irt atmy. Prussia, Russia, 
Austria, in like manmr. Even Switzer¬ 
land, if it may be considered as military, 
was nut so in virtue ot its militia, but m 
consequence of the number of its inhabi¬ 
tants, who had served in foreign armies. 
On the other hrtnd, in America, and in the 
• little State of Geneva, if that maybe rec¬ 
koned, though neither certainly were con¬ 
sidered as military statrs, every man was in 
some way or other a soldier. The reason of 
this is not difficult to be traced, arid may be 
considered as two-fold : J*»t, states not much 
engaged in wars, and with whom, there¬ 
fore, on this very account, the military spi¬ 
rit is not likely to tun high, will resort to 
the system of militia, town guards, provincial 
enrolments, and other establishments of that 
sort, in which numbers are to make up for 
quality} and 2dly„ the very existence of 
such establishments, instead of exalting, will 
tend tp abate whatever military fefting there 
might otherwise be. It can never be of ad* 
vantage fd that fueling to familiarise men to 
fthd contemplation of soldiers separated from 
those* conditions which make die character 
respectable. An army meflriy defensive, 
and that can from the nature of it but rarely 
see danger, i* deprived at the outset of that 
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;‘,^tSoiiS : p^|eim wbjch 'he military dwraeijrt 
■' is* t$ to 4 a $ pira* (If will, moreover, 
; r rarelylbe found to be a gohdiifmy. "Yet,* ppoa 
ail tbe military insignia* 

'abd? decorations, are lavished in as great 
profusion, a* upon troops in whfeb the mili¬ 
tary-character is complete. We may see 
bow the fact is in that respect at the pre¬ 
sent, moment in oar &wu tomuj, bat we 
do no: seem to ho at all sensible of what are 
likely to be the effects. The volunteers 
have cloatbs as fine* feathers as high, music 
of as martial a character, decorations of all 
aorta.is captivating ani imposing as those of 
t|fe regular troops, if we continue to pur- 
sue thi£ course, diffusing this lustre of itlilii- 
tary distinctions on that which is not military, 
and obscuring and eclipsing the regular army, 
$ete is danger, that the real military *ha- 

F ter may not only be e*n ft ehled but destroyed. 

you will rcsert to a contrary course, the 
tfUermilitary spirit may again revive, and 
operating generally and powerfully, tike the 
3tr we breathe, resume before long its pro¬ 
per influence, and produce its natural ef- 
If, in thus objecting to the plans 
submitted by my right hum friend and 
others, I should be asked, whether J had 
any plan of my own to propose, I should 
answer, none; nor do 1 think any necessary, 
The only change I desire at present* is, to 
abolish the plans lately adopted, and, in the 
system of the army, to enlist men for a cer¬ 
tain term of years, instead of the practice 
Wfliich now prevails of enlisting men for life. 
Let things, in other respect?, goon as for¬ 
merly* and there will not, I apprehend, be 
any reason to complain. I cannot see why 
ail the machinery of law should be set to 
work upon our established military system* 
My only wish is to have it rVleayed from 
that maehiuery«-*to have all the obstructions 
in its way removed. A great* medical 
writer, of the Iasi century, his laid down 
a maxim for the conduct of the under¬ 
standing in matters of science, which may 
be applied with little variation to the re¬ 
gulation of men’s conduct in civil and 
practical life K>ra remit qui alien a rtfim. 
T>uth will appear as soon as you get fid of 
error. Affairs will often proceed perfectly 1 
well/ If you will only ri*mo«e'*tte ^pedi¬ 
ment* ^nd ' 
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contrary, it is far more considerable than at 
any former period ; and there can be no 
doubt that with the aid of proper encourage¬ 
ment andcduntehance, by the grant of certain 
privileges and immunities to those who had 
served in the army, such as are granted with 
suificiertt liberality to all who have served in 
the militia, (viz. the right of setting up 
trades in corporate towns, &c ) in general 
by securing to the army its proper proportion 
of the benefits attached to other modes of 
life, a supply would be found of men wil¬ 
ling to become soldiers, as ample and as 
well proportioned to the demand, as of men 
ready to engage in auy Other trade or calling. 

I cannot believe it possible that there •should 
not, when I reflect that the poors’ rates of 
this country amount annually, according to 
the account on the tabic, to 5.000,0001. and 
when 1 recollect the extraordinary measure 
lately taken in Scotland*; the policy of which 
by the bye I very much doubt, of granting 
such a large sum of money f r the con¬ 
struction 5f a canal, in ord<*r to give em¬ 
ployment to the poor of that district, and to 
prevent their emigration to a foreign coun¬ 
try. This idea of laying a tax for the 
purpose of providing employment for a 
particular class of persons, 1 cannot but 
consider as a real poor rate. it is ac¬ 
cordingly liable to all rile objections 
chargeable upon measures of that otg rip- 
tion. 1 mention it here for the purpose 
of showing, that the prospect for recruit¬ 
ing our army is by no means discou- 
raging, either on the score of our popula¬ 
tion or, (unhappily), of the s'ate in which a 
great part of that population is placed. 
But I am then fold of our trade, and the 
numbers employed in various branches. I 
have, however, no hesitation in saying, that 
trade is favourable to recruiting, and not less 
so perhaps in its flourishing and growing 
than in its declining state. It is rarely that 
trade can advance rapidly without great 
fluctuations,, the irade receding in one chan¬ 
nel as it flows into another ; and thus num¬ 
bers are successively left out of employment, 
and glad to betake themselves for subsis¬ 
tence to the ^provision which the army 
offers,, From these considerations I can see 
no foundation for the endeavours so* often 
made to ascribe to aq*rdty of population the 
difficulty which recruiting for the regular 
army has met.wkh for some time back. Let 
us iry to*strip that recruiting of the iihpfdi- 
menta which have hitherto surrounded it; 
and; there is no whatever why we 

,#hStf)d''despaif' of losing it go on well. At 
alLeVonw let the ixperjareot be fairly fried, 
sbrdy ■ • to have recourse 
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to measures of compwlsion in the first in? 
Btance. When measures of another sort have 
been tried and failed ; ‘When We have em¬ 
ployed, without effect, the plain, obvious, 
and ordinary methods, then will be time 
enough to resort to the harshness of £om- 
ptilsoiy measures, and such strange, wild, 
and new tangled projects as that which is 
now proposed. — Upon the whole I can¬ 
not persuade myself to assent to a pro¬ 
position that has no immediate object but 
to form a stationary and half military 
force ; and no tendency to increase our re¬ 
gular army but through the medium of a 
process from which L have no hopes—by a 
kind of double distillation, of which no one 
hes irthcrio shown Hi her the use or the ne- 
cesstty. A notion seems to prevail, that a 
soldier is a thing that cannot be produced by 
one continued u>:t. That there must be a 
second opera turn We crent 1 this army of 
men lor limited service, as a kind of false 
stomach in \vh Hi the aliment is to be lodged 
fur a time, nil it can hr removed to its pro¬ 
per u'ceptnje, and 'here finally elaborated 
lor the use 'iti l * n-mmance of the state. Of 
the whole ot dll'. pirn the' house has heard 
enough 1 >, IsxpenmenH have bt-en al¬ 

ready made u .on many parts ot it, and cer¬ 
tainly u->r w.'h such urri-ss as to encourage 
a perncveiance in the system, flui nothing 
\\ ill deter tis ITif re is a perfect passion for 
legislating u,iOn this subject, and for eflrct- 
it?g cvciy dung hy tin: most complicated and 
ciiumous m" 5 oa My lion, fntnd seems to 
be actuated bv th~ same sort of fed tug as 
tiur ot the \q\li in the Apprentice, who 
wh^n h/ is tc escape with ins unstress, will 
not so fie i her t> go out by the street door 
though he is told it :s open, but insists upon 
h t flcscitiding f.om the window, by the 
means ot lusiadoer of ropffs. It is in vain 
in • <h- maid piotv'-ts th «i the door is open, 
sm.t , -i'ths Ins nothing to do b<*t to 
w/itt -v - «> great sta rs, Oh no! says 
h-, i» 1 the ' becomes of my rope-lad¬ 
der * 8 cn is in truth be language of me 

pr*-*«» t mom-nc in ail this tntdfp Cation 
of p 309 | repeat, that very little k to be 
found congenial with the true m* i ary sys* 
lem of the country. Evefy thing that has 
yet been brought forward on the subject has 
proved to be exutavagant, and ca'lculned to 
produce the opposite of good to\wntb the 
substantial defence of the country; and of 
the same nature l a til persuaded* wifi the 
plan be which the house has? just beard, 
I am ready to say that no mao is more com 
potent to devise a plan r^q during great/HOpj* 
binafiou of parts,^ than tny hon. 
my persuasion da tliia subject is* that nhitibft 


plan is necessary; on the contrary, th| 
cxmftbe injurious, particularly when fohp 
ed on the principles of ihejjysteiro (qi soq 
time back acted upon y add therefore 1 fee 
it my duty to express my disapprobation of 
the project he has submitted *0 the&oose. 

Mr. Johnstone said, that after |h« country 
and the house had been so repeatedly fold of 
the incapacity of his Majesty’s late minister^ 
for upwards of a month past, he cb'uld U 0 r 
refrain from expressing his surprise to find 
the proposals of the right hon. gent, werp 
nothing better than carrying into effect the 
very plans of those who Were styled ineffi¬ 
cient ministers, by suspending the army of 
reserve, and raking an additional militia. 
He thought that the recruiting by parish of¬ 
ficers would be found wholly ineffectual, 
and that it would interfere with the-recruit¬ 
ing of the regular army, notwithstanding 
that the bounty was intended to be low£? 
for the one service than for tile other, 

Mr. Addington rose, and said, that he 
difibred considerably with the right hon. 
gntlcman who had brought forward this 
bill. The strong objection h« felt originally 
to the plan proposed, was, that it wias of a 
compulsory character; and under the free 
constitution under which we lived, we ought 
not to expect'(hat which only belonged to 
despotic governments j they must make up 
their minds hot to expect to ingraft upon 
th .t constitution, anomalies which were 
wholly foreign to it. The present plan, how¬ 
ever, was not in every respec t similar to tjhat 
last proposed by the right hon. gent, but at 
tb* same time, with respect to the augmenta¬ 
tion of the militia, he still remained of opi¬ 
nion that it was a wise measure, and he was 
sorry to hear of any proposal for a reduction 
of that description or foice. It was also to 
be observed, that the militia had been chiefly * 
kept up by means of substitutes dtawn froru 
volunteer corps. This force was altogether 
of so advantageous a nature, that hacopld 
not consent to its reduction, unless somek 
thin^ better was proposed in its stead. An 
unexampled force had beetiraised since the 
commencement of the war*, and yet the dif- 
ftTtm’e made in recruiting for the army, and 
during the last year* amounted only to one- 
fourteenth, and therefore experience did not 
prove that thfer^t 1 was’tmy pressing . necessity 
xorla* measure to expedite the recruiting ser¬ 
vice. Out of theafiny of reserve J 3,000 hM . 
already jhto ilia regular aruw, khli 

. M iiw mmiMg iJ » 1%$$: ' 
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fcdb* gent., at this season of the year; but if 
thtjh'cmse determined that the bill should be 
bright in, and lie, for ohe, should not ob- 
ieec tb it*be hoped, after it had been read a 
time, that the 2d reading would be put 
qff to next session. He was the more in¬ 
clined to pres* this, as there was no imme¬ 
diate necessity fpr its adoption, and there 
was much reason to apprehend thatthe mea¬ 
sure might prove either nugatoiy or vexa¬ 
tious ana oppressive. It appeared something 
Similar to the quota act of last war, which 
Caused a very large expense, without pro¬ 
ducing any real advantage. He concluded 
by observing, that he should defer, till the 
Second reading, any farther objection w hich 
be might have against the bill. 

Lord Cast/eicagk said, he was inclined to 
support the measure upon those general 
grounds on which he thought the house 
ought to decide, The precise military situa¬ 
tion of the country ought, upon such an oc¬ 
casion, to be particulaily taken into view, as 
well as the degree of necessityfor military 
efforts. The right hon. gent. (Mr. Wind¬ 
ham) appeared on this, as well as on all for* 
mer occasions, to found his opinion, that the 
security of the country at home* and its ef¬ 
forts abroad, might be trusted to the ordi¬ 
nary recruiting of ihe regular army, which 
recruiting he himself had once thought was 
to be considerably assisted by a small and li¬ 
mned militia. It had been long since 
thought expedient to raise the militia to its 
present height, and besides that species of 
force to raise an army of reserve, which had 
in one respect equalled the expectations that 
were formed, by the great proportion which 
bad entered into the regular army. The 
country was now however in a different si¬ 
tuation; and though parliament and the spi¬ 
rit of the people had already done much, yet 
something more was still necessary to be ef¬ 
fected 1 . Although it appeared so nece-sary 
to cease adding to the force for a limited ser¬ 
vice, yet he was dpubtfui as to the propriety 
of allowing the militia to decrease. No man 
could say that parliament would be warrant¬ 
ed ip the abandonment of all limited service 
in ordeir to adopt other measures, rendered 
necessary by the exigencies of the country. 
Whatever might be argued against the con¬ 
venience of the measure, he thought it was 
impossible to object to the plan as bein| se¬ 
vere. If wit in general much more mild in 
its nature than some acts lately passed and 
w>hich he had seppdrteA As ftr as existing 
vacancies ip the army of rafcjrve were coa¬ 
lbed, it certainly must be reckoned effi¬ 
cient |p its nature. It was men awf W 
that we Were in want o£ apd there- 
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fore individuals would be relieved of the ef¬ 
fect of this bill by the mere exertion of find¬ 
ing a recruit, the state being prepared to re¬ 
lieve them of all expenses whatever. It was 
a valuable object in point of policy that our 
limited force should be officered by gentle¬ 
men brought up to the profession of arms 
from their early years, which was not a cir¬ 
cumstance much attended to in the militia. 
His right hon. friend (Mr. Addington), had 
suggested the proprieiy of putting off' this 
bill to another session of parliament, aftei it 
had gone through a first reading, but there 
did not appear to him to be any reason tor 
such a postponment.— It had been said (hat 
the parish-officers would in this case become 
as it were a recruiting serjeant; bur every 
one must feel that it is the interest of eveiy 
individual in a parish to lend his exertions 
towards raising men, to as to prevent the 
exaction of fines in lieu of the army of re¬ 
serve. It was hard to complain of the mea. 
sotr, both on account of its severity and of 
its mildness. If it would do no £ie,it good, 
gentlemen must admit that it would do no 
g.eat harm. He did not sec that, as far as 
the proposal went, it was to be reckoned one* 
ions upon the parish. He concluded with 
giving his cordial support to. 

Sir IF. Geary said, that lie considered the 
proposed measure unjust, when he heard it 
said that individuals must either find men or 
pay fines, while at the same time it was well 
known, that parishes could not find their 
proper quota of men. The proposed bill 
was, therefore, to be looked on as one tq 
raise a fund for recruiting the regular army, 
which he conceived would not be conducive 
to the objects in view. '1 he real cause of 
the army not being rfcmii&l was the in¬ 
crease of that species of force which the pro¬ 
posed bill went to augment. The disposable 
lorce of the country had rather lost than 
gained by means of the nrmy of reserve. It 
was a disposable force which we now stood 
in need of, and.not that kind of force pro¬ 
posed by such a bill. He maintained that 
the country did not at present stand in need 
of a greater number of men in arms for our 
defence, than what we already had j all that 
was now necessary was to render those we 
had more efficient. He wa$ convinced that 
400,000 men were amply sufficient to bid 
defiance to all the force our enemy could 
bring against us; and he thought that we 
were in such a situation that our fleets 
might now be otherwise employed. 

Mr. Fox said, he did not rise to give any 
opposition to the bringing in of the bill 
moved for by the right hon. gent., He did 
not know %heth?r he should gain any credit 
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from the house, or from the right hon . gent, 
in what he was going to say; but he could 
assure them, that he had endeavoured, by 
every effort and consideration he was able 
to apply to the subject, to impress his own 
mind with a favourable idea of the bill, and 
to drive away all prejudices which, from his 
own slight view of the subject, when it was 
first opened by the right hon. gent,, or from 
the arguments or opinions of others, he 
might have conceived against it. Another 
reason which he had to dispose him favour¬ 
ably towards this bill was, that he was de¬ 
cidedly opposed, in principle and in judg¬ 
ment, to all the various plans which had an¬ 
tecedently been brought forward on this sub¬ 
ject. He jeniMincd, however, confirmed in 
his disapprobaiion of the present b ; ll, be¬ 
cause he could not conceive it was calcu¬ 
lated to fulfil those ends and purposes which 
it professed to do. In all the objections 
which had been urged against the various 
plans proposed by the last ministry for aug¬ 
menting the regular army, and thereby the 
disposable force of the country, one of the 
strongest and most generally urged objec¬ 
tions was, that very fundamental one, in¬ 
deed, of endeavouring to make a limited 
force a foundation for a general force. He 
was clearly of opinion that none could be a 
more- defective mode of defence for the 
country; and lie had uniformly given the 
same opinion on the subject. He could not 
help objecting to the mode of enlisting men, 
first for a limited force, and then, by various 
artifices, endeavouring to prevail on them to 
go into a service or force of an unlimited 
nature. He thought it never could be a 
good foundation for an unlimited army to be 
drawn fiom a source, which, in its origin, 
was supposed to be decidedly and altogether 
limited. His objection to the present bill 
was fundamental; and therefore, though he* 
was extremely desirous to lend his aid to¬ 
wards increasing the force of the country, he 
could not in the present instance do so. If* 
however, the bill should, on consideration* 
be deemed by the house to be a good one, he 
saw no reason whatever why it should not 
pass during the course of the present session. 
If there was any thing essentially wrong iti 
it, there could be no doubt but it would 
either be totally rejectee!, or modified in such 
a manner as to meet the approbation of the ; 
house; but if it was found to be absolutely 
good, in the opinion of a majority#of the 
house, it ought surely to pass,as soon as pos¬ 
sible. He thought it hUduty jto make these 
preliminary observations in the present stage 
of the business, and should reserve his fuy- 
thar opinion till he had an opportunity of 


j reading and considering the whole of 
1 bill, during the fufofe progress of whid^M 
should have many opportunities of deUvwt 
ing his sentiments to tire bouse, . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, thali 
as die introduction of the bill was not op¬ 
posed, he did not wish to trespass on , the 
house at the prrsent moment, by entering; 
at large on the subject. There were* how¬ 
ever, some points to which he must entreat' 
the indulgence fcf the house, till he delivered 
a few observations. With respect to the 
question, how farballots were intended to 
be continued in any parish, he did not say 
any thing very decisive as to the mililta, be¬ 
cause the indirect manner in which the bill 
referred to that force rendered it unnecessary," 
No vacancy in the militia was to be filled up 
when individuals were transferred to ano¬ 
ther corps. There could be no competition 
as to the militia and the regular army. 
There was another point alluded to, as to 
the possibility of other regulations concern¬ 
ing the constitution of the army, distinct 
from this bill, which, therefore, was not to 
be considered as in the most remote degree 
excluded by the operation of this bill. What 
he particularly alluded to was, the lirnitting 
the time of service ia the army. On gene-; 
ral principles,* he must confess, if would 
certainly appear that such a mode would be 
wise and judicious; but it required the opi¬ 
nions of the wisest and most eminent mili¬ 
tary characters applying themselves to the 
consideration of the peculiar situation and 
system of this country, distinguished as it ia 
from all other countries of Europe, with 
regard to all its internal regulations. If 
with a full regard to all these distinguishing ' 
circumstances, it should appear that such a 
mode corild/ with perfect safety and propri¬ 
ety, be resorted to, he, for one, should con¬ 
sider it as an important addition to the 
strength of our military system; but should 
it not be adopted, it would not be from any 
indisposition in his Majesty 4 ® ministers to at¬ 
tend to any advantages it might possess. The 
objections stated to the proposed bill of the 
hon. gent, opposite; wefd perfectly fair, can¬ 
did, and explicit; But he felt himsejfcom- 

« at issue with ifcat hon. member on 
ndamental principle in our* military 
system of defence; namely, that an intermit* 
diate arm* would not only be productive of 
no possible evil, but would prove the best 
mode of increasing and perfecting the regu¬ 
lar army, ibe object in view Was to fifrvd; 
p twamber of tneti to spare* and if 
furnished the men and igsproirti the 
of the addicts * if it was a mode of tcerbit- 
ing the regular army? thee it answered the 
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dWeefbfthe hot), gent. Opposite, and of his sure stated. It was whimsical to observe 
Il&t^tHend who commenced the opposition the contradictory nature of the obp ctioni 
tdthe hill that night, both of whom had de- that had been urged. At one time the paiish 
elated themselves in favour of an augmenta- officers were to be so tyrannical, that all w Inch 
Itort o/fhe regular army. It had been said the bouse had heard, a few nights ago, was 
that, in his plan, there was nothing pro - likely to be realized in this country. Vve 
pdsed that was new $ but he would certainly were to hate the harshness of sJ ne makers 
contend that it contained a mode of giving and ihe tricks of kidmppeis pur Intel uuong 
a discipline and an advancement to military us. At another moment evm t 1 mg was 
perfection, not to be obtained in any other to be fruits and unavailing* ilu nn v li 

scheme of arrangement fot military pui officets < ie to be carelr^ and n «»hgent, 

poses, by all the ardour and perseverance, and the tint * were to be pud in jirtc mu* 

Obd honourable emulation of the officers of to raising the men wanted A gie** put of 

the militia, who do all that can be possibly his right hon friend’s speech consisud of a 

expected ftom their patriotism, loya)t\ and metaphysical, moral, and political di^serta- 

vblour, but who cannot perform that which tion on ihe various modts of r wng an 

eafl Only be attained by military experience, armed force in different counties 1 ioxn 'll l 

Whdtt the army of reserve bill was first in- these vaiiousleciuies and lewms upon tom- 

iroduced, the right hon. gent objectid to it pulsion, a plain man would support that an 

ail being calculated to do no good to the attempt was mai inp t^intr tlu'cvomt ^nat, 
army. If recruiting was to be allowed from new, compulsory ^tem, v. Inch wis t ir dif • 
the reserve to* the regulars, his right hon. ferent fiom the real stale of ihebu*uiv-» — 
fileod had contended that the discipline Mr Pitt then pioc< tried to make a ftwob- 
would be entirely lost. Every ajgument -servations upon what had fallen from the 
urged in its favour was by him considered as right lion gent, below him (Mr Addington) 

only making the measute worse and woise. and the hon. gent opposite (Mi Johnstone), 

Now, in the present bill, the only method he said, that a considerablt put ti the an- 
for preventing the evil was adopted, still his noyance which he should have tut from 
righthon.frimd exclaimed, wgrseand vaorse, the attacks of thtse gentlemen, was dim » 

in a new climax, and for no other apparent nished by their cross firing, though dn cited 

reason than that it presented the recruiting against him, they constant 1) hit euh oilier, 

of the army he had himself repiobated. In The hon. gent, opposite to him complained 

his fund of imagination, which never for a that this was nothing more tl an the u.ea- 

moment left him, but in which it was diffi- sure proposed by the last minister*' Ihe 

cult to follow him, he seemed to forget some right hon. gent, below him contended sire- 

of the principles which he himbelf had laid nuously that this measuie was by no m^ns 

dbwn. He had contended, with great in- like the one proposed by the litr ad i nis- 

gjenbiiy ?nd reasoning, for limited service tration, but that it was much more »-ov pi e. 

in the tegular a*my; but here, if we gave Both these observations appealed to hi n to 

limited service, we were told r we should be groundless. The bill lie now propose! to 

spoil the soldier; young men would go in bring in was much more efficacious tlnn the 

and sow their wild oats, and then quit the plan proposed by the late ministers, <*nd at 

profession altogether. In truth it did ap- the same time it w^s ‘cvae ^nJ oppics- 
pear, that the right hon, gept.’v receipt and sive upon individual. The right hon gent, 

nostrum for making a regular army was ac- (Mr. Addington) hid contended, that it 

tually to destroy it altogether. He seemid was not necessary to make any t ddition to 

to appiehend something mo>t terrible and the regular army; but, surf ly, ht for got, that 

tyrannical in the operation of the bill, and almost the last act of his administration was 

conjured up the most alarming phantoms, if to prepare a plan to augment the legular 

parish oil cers were transformed into recruit- *army very consideiably, and it was not con¬ 
ing officers $ and it was thus attempted to tended, on any side of the house, thdt ihere 

throw a species of ridicule Over the measure, was not a strong necessity for the augment- 

So far, however, was be from feeling the ation,—Tbete were some other points upon 

force of such misplaced udicule, tlfat he Was which he intended to have said t few words, 

well disposed to consider the parish officers but he jdid not now think it necessary to 

as in the way proposed by the bill, and to * trespass* more upon the time of the house, 

make the resemblance iborfc perfect, IjhonJd as thews would %e ample opportunity for 

%Ve propose H them a bounty pel* head on discussion on the same stages of the bill.— 

those rtcrnitHbey l%W under the provi* Mr. Addington and Mr. Windham said a fetor 

$tOfl*of this bill* There are, in trutn, no words in explanation $ after which the bill 

material grounds of* opposition to the raea- was brought ifa sand read a first time. 
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(Minutes. a committee of privi¬ 
leges, counsel and evidence were further 
heard respecting the clairp of Lady H. Fitz¬ 
gerald to the barony of floos.— After the 
house had resumed, the bills upon the table 
were forwarded In tbefr several stages, and 
several private bills brought from the cc<h* 
mens \frere read a first tune* 

[Aylesbury Election —The 

order of the day, for* the second reading of 
this bill, being moved by Lord Grenville, 
The Lord Chancellor , having left tfie 
woolsack, said, h6 begged to have it under¬ 
stood, that it was his opinion, as an inettvi-’ 
dual member of the house, that the bill 
should bp proceeded in no further. As the 
motion, however, that would follow the 
reading of the orde#bf the dajrwpuld be, 
that counsel be heard against th$ bill, he 
should not oppose that, but content himself 
with opposing any subsequent proceeding on 
it,—The order of the day was then read $ 
and, on the motion of Lord Grenville, coun¬ 
sel were called in. 

Lord 4*ckland then made some observa¬ 
tions pn the point of order, which we could 
not distinctly hear; but, we understood* that 
he insisted on hearing counsel and evidence 
in behalf of the bill.—The counsel were, 
however, ordered to withdraw; which being 
done, * J 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolsack, 
with the view of stating his objections ge¬ 
nerally to the whole principle and object of 
the bill. It appeared to h’m a treasure 
founded in such direct opposition to the most 
atfcient maxims of English law,‘ that it ought 
not to be entertained even for a single mo¬ 
ment, He contended, that the evidence 
produced before the Housfc of Commons, 
and which liafj been made the basis of the 
hill, did not, in the smallest degree, apply 
to the point at issue betwixt the different 
parties, whose interests the measure rhtAt 
necessarily affect. Thp Question involved Jn 
the bill, was not one over which the House 
of Commons ought to have direct influence. 

It had not been referred to their considera¬ 
tion $ apd even (hose of their lordships, who 
thought thht the bill ought to be entfert^ftted, 
must be' desirous of living tbfe allegations 
on which tfie bill prpfessed to rest distinctly 
pfoved at the bar. For his own part* ho WS* 
not prepared, even if th^tf^llegations tyem 
proved, to give his asseWfc the bill; mM 
ahen he felt, that the bilfwould not W 41* 
vested of au appearance" of unfairness and 
injustice. It struct him, that tho biU had 
Vql. II. 


it* origin from the efforts cornea of ppm* 
and influence, who. taking advantage of tjuk 
misconduct of certain-individuals, wished R> 
make that the pretext for stripping the elec 
tors of the borough of Aylesbury at large of 
their sacred, important elective franchise, 

/ There were^three petitions on the table of 
their lordships; but he maintained, that 
with regard to two of the petitions which 
were in favour of the bill, the interest of the 
petitioners was so feeble as not to be wortl|f 
of tbeir lordships' consideration. It was 
true, that these petitions, purported to be 
from persons describing themselves as having 
ari interest in the borough of Aylesbutv. 
But it was necessary for their lordships to 
examine the petitions, to see* how far this 
allegation was established.- If this exami¬ 
nation, had been made, he was persuaded 
that Che petitions would not have even been 
suffered to be laid on the table. It was a 
natter of some surprise, that those who were 
«fanxious to prevent the repetition of cer. 
tam specified abuses, connected with the 
late elections, were so willing to give up the 
enjoyment of their own franchises, and to 
introduce other, to the enjoyment of tberp, 
who hitherto bad not been entitled to this 
privilege. Perhaps tbit was to be accounted 
fot pn the principle that they tbemselvea 
knew that fines were hinging over their 
heads, and wished to disarm subsequent 
charges by* adducing proofs of their inno¬ 
cence at their lordships’ bar. This, his lord- 
ship maintained, was not $o admissible soft 
of evidence, or one that was at all consonant 
Wjtb the usages of English law. It was not 
for men whu laboured under a fear of punish-, 
meat to appear as their own compurgator* 
to tji0 ( prejudice of iho- ordinary course of 
justice, He argued, that if the measure 
Was fit at all, it ought to be adopted as one 
generally connected, with the state of the re- 
presentation. He saw no reason for picking 
and chooiing particular boroughs, but if the 
principle of the bill was to be countenanced, 
why not go over towns, counties, boroughs, 
with the application of the tame regulations. 
Even then he should feel it his duty to op¬ 
pose the measure as" contrary to the best 
view* of the constitution, and founded on 
idle and theoretical Views of reform. It 
would, however, at least have the merit of 
some dppearatvCe Of consistency, which wat 
more than the bill on (W table could la* 
claim to. jit was no argument for the bill 
that htibefy and corruption had prevailefl to 
a great degree in tfor borough of •Rylesbniry. 
The common M# of the country provided a 
sufficient remedy for this evil, and inde¬ 
pendent of this, there were salutary regular 
Kk 
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fttHy adequate to the punishment of 
these Offences* At this momefit there were 
individuals suffering Severely in consequence 
of their having trangrefesed these statutes. 
The noble and learned lord concluded, after 
a few more observations to the 6ome import, 
by declaring his decided disapprobation of 
the bill, and moving, that the order for the 
hearing of counsel be discharged- 
vLord Gmswrtor supported the bill, on the 
gjrounds of an absolute necessity of support¬ 
ing the purny of the elective "franchise, 
which was one of the most important exer¬ 
cised by British subjects. In the present 
instance he did not sed that the electors of 
Aylesbury woqld suiter any material injury. 
It was a fact, however unaccountable, that 
electors in geneial did not so highly prize 
the elective franchise as the noble and learned 
'lord appeared to suppose. Some electors 
would go a hundred miles to exercise this 
privile^, whilft others would hardly take tl|p 
trouble to go across & roorft to be entitled to 
put it in practice. When instances of it$ 
corrupt and vicious exeicise occurred, it was 
necessary to make some striking example to 
prevent the recurrence of such scenes in fu¬ 
ture. This was requisite, not only a 
means of present punishment, but as a terror 
against the approach of evils of astillthore 
enormous nature. His lordship illustrated 
this idea by referring to the miseries which 
the revolution of France had exhibited. If 
timely precautions had there been adopted, 
the innocent and the guilty would net have 
been involved in the same common calami¬ 
ties. It was with the view of taking eVils at 
their origin, and preventing their accumu¬ 
lation, that he thought bills of the tescrip- 
tion now on the table were peculiarly worthy 
of the attention of the legislature. His 
lordship, at the close Of his remarks, referred 
to the cases of Shoreham and Ctlcklade, both 
of which he maintained to be strictly in point. 
He sat down, by giving Ibis decided vote for 
hearing counsel ort the bill. 

Lord 'Grenville followed on the same side, 
and supported the politfy, the rie£e$siiy, and 
*the expediency of the bill. He thought that 
oven on the principles laid down by the noble 
nod learned lord, the* petitioners in this 
case wei£ entitled to have fheir allegations 
brought to a fair issue. If these petitioners 
were threatened wup intimidation by a cer¬ 
tain body of powerful individuals, it was 
proper that they ahould be allowed to ex¬ 
piate! th^cinses oftbi* intimidatioh, and to 
ask qf the Irgislatefire the adoption of mean! 
fer tetuorihg it. > He was astonished that the 
noble and learned lord should oppose a spe- 
reform which he had often gloried in 
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declaring arose out of the very essence of 
the British constitution. This leform was 
the power of correcting an existing evil 
without adopting any theoretical views of 
reform, started by men who acted on spe¬ 
culation rather than on experience. Ilia 
lordship particularly referred, on this point, 
to the cases of Shoreham and Crhklade. 
The first of these cases Was decided on prin¬ 
ciples precisely similar to those on which the 
pi esent bill was founded. The general prin¬ 
ciple was, that a\an evil had existed, and 
wan likely to continue independent of inter¬ 
ference, measures should be adopted to pre¬ 
vent its repetition. While an existing evil 
was thus guarded against, a warning was, at 
the $artte lime, held out to other boroughs, 
that if similar practices prevailed, a similar 
result might be expected. In the case of 
Cricklade, the execution of this threat of 
the legislature became necessary, and it was 
accordingly indicted. So it was with regard 
to the bill under their lordships’ considera¬ 
tion which was, in fact, neither more nor 
less than the prosecution of the same prin¬ 
ciple, applicable to cases of gross coriupfion 
in jfae exercise of the elective franchise. 
WMregard to the case of llchester, if a re¬ 
port had been produced by the committee, 
and if this report had been made the ground 
of a similar measure, he should, on the 
same ground?which induced him to suppoit 
the present bill, have given that measure his 
hearty support. That no such proceeding 
had then been instituted, was no sort of ar¬ 
gument against the measure now under dis¬ 
cussion. He did not see that any set of men 
would have a right to complain of the hard¬ 
ship of the measure. It was not at all, w 
described, a bill of disfranchisement. At 
present, every housekeeper in Aylesbury had 
the right of voting at elections. * At present 
there weie, perhaps, four hundred and one 
voters, but If one individual more built a 
house, and obtained a right to votd, would 
that iojtire ll)c right of the other voters ? It 
certainly would not, and on the same prin¬ 
ciple, thlfintroduction of the additional vo¬ 
ters proposed by the bill, would not at all 
injure the rights of those now in possession 
of the right of voting. His lordship added 
several other considerations to the same ef¬ 
fect in support of the bill. 

Lord Auckland supported the bill. He 
was of opinion, that counsel, at least those 
for the petitioner against the bill, ought 
in fairness to bHpeard, and proposed an 
‘'amendment to effect in the motion of 
his noble and learned friend.’ 

Lord Hawkeibury supported the bill es a 
measure absolutely necessary to correct a 
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flagrant abuse in the constitution} and with nour and Character of the house, and that It 
iw injustice to individuals. The individuate should appear to posterity theh were s otm 
belonging to the borough of Aylesbury of its mvmbns determined to brand a meal* 
cqild not complain of any injury, for nothing « re of ^ iniquitous a completion with thtt 
wis to be taken from them j and if there character it deserved, be wpuld propose, at 
was, that tiling could nof be considered in an amendment to the motion, should it bo 
the light of private pioperty. 1 he elective pmistecl in that g>ght, and which necessarily 
franchise which they exercised was not pri- must appear On the journals, importing, in 
vale property, but a. public trust vested in substance, that the bill was read a second 
than by the community ; and if that tru«t time, although there was not sufficient evi- 
was abused the community from which they deuce Ik. foie the house to warrant Such a 
received u, had a right to take it back again; proceeding, 

but even* this was not the cise here, for Lord Auckland declared that he had left 
they still weieto hold the trust; hut, in or- the house, under the persuasion that no step * 

der to prevent them fiom making a bad,use beyond the hearing of counsel would take 

of it agiin, it merely proposed that several place that night; and he was convinced other 

others were to paiticipatc with them in the . noble lords had done the same, 
exercise of the same. | Lord Grenville declared, that it was not 

Lord Ellcnborough strongly objected to his wish to ptw«b the matter precipitately 
the bill as an act ot great injustice, because through the house. If, therefore, it could 
it went to inflict paini and penalties on the be suppo«ed that any noble lord hftd left the 
innocent as well as the guilty. And if such house undtij the idea that nosstep would be 
a precedent as this was once admitted' a si- taken to-night, he should move for the post*** 
milar measure of disfranchisement might be ponepvent; of the order. He should also 
adopted in every case of bribery, which mo*e that the witnesses do attend to-mor- 
might occur at every election throughout row, declaring Ft, however, uot to be his 
the kingdom. intention^o move for their being called in. 

The Lord Chancellor reinforced thJjBp- ** he rcc koned any farther evidence in sup- 

ments in his fmmer speech, and, in affiEfer port of the bill unnecessary, 

to what fell from a noble baron (Lpfd fjren- The Lord Chancellor said, he could not 
ville) he contended, that the accession of leaile that bouse, without observing upon 
new electors was an infringement on the what tell from the noble lord (Gfenville). 
right of the old electors. Even the addition He said, he had thrown a slur upoi> the bill e 
one who should build a house within the ■ if the strangest ptotest that his mind could 
borough must be considered as damnum sine biggest against such an iniquitous bill was 
injuria He was no enemy to ie$\ reform, so, he pleaded guilty. However, as the 
but he would ever oppose that thing called noble' loid had pompom d the further comi- > 
ielorm, which was founded m injustice— delation of the bill* ho also withdrew his 
Alter some fuither conversation, it jvas or- amendment,.—The order was accordingly 
drred that counsel be. admitted to the bar^, discharged, and ordered to stand for to- 
The counsel against the bill were admitted morroW; the witnesses* who had attended 
»< cordingly, and were heard fo$some time* t 0 *o!iy%ere also oidered to attend; and it 
When counsel withdrew from the bar, was recommended to Lie coumcl also to,be 

Lord Grenville rose, and after prea* present, 
pitulating some- of his former arguments * 

in support of the bill, and stating some pu-’ HOUSE OP COMMONS, 

titular* against the system of bribery, vftich mdnaday. June 6, 1801. 

he desciibcd as prevailing at the ijte election f 

at Aylesbury, moved that the Bill be now JMutM**.}-* Mr. Gideon took the oath* 
lead a second time, * * and his seat, fur the borough of Kehtone, 

Tne Lord Chancellor expressed his astonish- in Cornwall, in the room of Viscount Fila¬ 
ment at the proposition of the noble lord, harris*—A petition of the several persona 

after what had transpired In delate respect- confined for dej&t in Durham gaol, was pre- 

ing the measure, and at that late hour 9 he sen ted, fWid flared to tic upon the table.*-* 

was even surprised at the hearing of counsel Mf, Irvings inspector-general of imports and 

urged in the theU state pf the house* He espert% presented, pursuant to the diree- 

knew it would be valuptp oppose tint rop* tioiw of an act of parliament, an Account of 

tion, as many lords who wished to deliver *tfee computed gross produce of the tempora- 
their sentiments on this siege of thebtyb »ud ry dhtyof tonnage and poundage of good*' 

who had no notion of It* being urged that imported (commonly called new subsidy) 

flight, had retired* However, for the ho- collected under the management of thecoma 

Kk3 
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tntoiotiers of the customs in England with 
the several payments thereout, and the 
amount of the net produce of the aaid 
branch, which would have been applicable 
(0 the expenses of his Majesty** civil govern* 
ttjent, if the temporary and hereditary treve- 
naes of#the crown, enjoyed by his late Ma¬ 
jesty had been enjoyed by hi* present Ma¬ 
jesty, for the year ending 5th Jan, 1803 j 
also, an account of all the exports from G. 
Britain to the West India colonies in the 3 
last years $ distinguishing foe amount, in 
custom-house value, of British manufactures, 
or foreign articles exported, also distinguish¬ 
ing the years, and the respective islands { 
end also, a return to to order of the house 
Of the 18th of May, for an account of the 
quantities of corn and grain, malt, meal, and 
flour, exported from and imported into 
England and Scotland, for 2,1 years, from 
the 5th Jam 1770 to foeoth Jau. jy<)i f with 
the bounties dud drawbacks paid, and the 
duties received tbdreon, together with the 
average price of corn id England, in each 
year, distinguishing each, species iq "each 
year. Ordered that the said accounts dp lie 
Upon, the tabfo> and be printed for the use 
of the members.—Sir Ralph Miibarike pre* 
sented a petition from the ship-owners at the 
port of Sunderland* near ‘the sea* id, the 
county of Durham, setting forth* that the 
suspension of the navigation laws of G. Bri¬ 
tain has been attended * with very injurious 
consequences, and therefore pllying, that 
the same may be strictly enforced, and that 
such laws as authorize the suspension of 
them may be repealed. Ordered to die upon 
the table. 

[Slave Trad**.]— Sir IghnAnfarm pre- 
sented a petition from the planters, mer¬ 
chants, annuitants and others, interested in 
the British West-Inpia colonies# against the 
bill now pending before parliament fqt the 
abolition of the slave trade. On the ques¬ 
tion being put, that the petition do lie on 
the table till the second reading of the said 
bill* and that the petitioners ok then hard 
by themselves or counsel, 

Mr, Wilberforct gave it as bit uptown, 
that there could*be no necessity for *Uy par¬ 
ticular investigation into the, merits of the 
question, as it had been long a subject $ttf 
discussion before that house* and m att bad 
already been heard that could "possibly be 
adduced by the different parties interested in 
this question. The opponents of the ufoa* 
sure had been fully heard on a fo*mer*occa- 
sioo* when it formed the subject ofpartiCullr 
inquiry in the year 1793. Nothin new, 
he thought, could be advanced, mi it ivould 
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be therefore unnecessary to lose the time of 
the house. 

Mr. Fuller conte >dcd, that it would be 
extremely ungenerous to refuse a hearing to 
ihpse who had no representatives in this 
house. The country, in the prosperity of 
which they were so much interested, was 
not represented in parliament. To deny 
them, therefore, the privilege of petitioning, 
or what was nearly the same, not to listen to 
their petitions, would be extremely hard in¬ 
deed, particularly as he was convinced tint 
not a single v’ord that had been said by that 
hon. gent, on this subject the other day, was 
founded*on fact. 

Earl Temple did not think it by any means 
a good reason fo r waving the ^consideration 
ot this petition, that the subject had been 
formerly up U r discussion. Ihis discussion 
alluded t< had takfen place some years ago* 
and the tircurmtances of the petitioners, as 
well as q I the general subject it sell, might 
now be considerably changed. The present 
state of the colonies required that the pro¬ 
prietors of estates should have eveiy possible 
CUtoity of delivering their objections to 
It He would move for counsel being 
the petition. 

\! JVtlberforce argued, that no member 
of tifat house was more inclined than he 
was to respect the right of petitioning, but 
thought the house would do much better not 
to decide at present whether any petition 
should be heard by counsel, but to wait far 
som* time till the subject Should come under 
farther consideration. 

M r * Francis thought the hon. gent, with 
whom the objection originated, did not wish 
that they should refus-c to hear counsrl on 
the subject, but only that further considera¬ 
tion was necessary, He thought besides, 
according m parliamentary usage, that notice 
should have been previously given. 

The Speaker said, that it wafc the usual 
practice *of the house to make in order in 
all cases for the parties iq be heard by them¬ 
selves or counsel, on the second reading of 
a bill. This operated as a notice, and It any 
memtqir bad ad objection to make to it, he 
had ah opportunity of doing so on the order 
of the day being read. 

The C&mcelter qf the Exchequer said, that 
under foe Aplsnation given by the Speaker, 
he acquiesced for foe order being made at 
hot conceived that every member 
Was at liberty to oppose the hearing of coun¬ 
sel no the order of *the day being read.—It 
was then ordered that the petitioners be 
beard by themselves or counsel on the second 
reading of the bilk 
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Sir William Young said, the hoft. gent, 
(Mr. Wilberforce) need not suppose the 
foregoing was the only opposition to the bill; 
there was another petition from tire mer¬ 
chants of* Liverpool against it, which was 
expected to arrive by this morning’s post, but 
which did not* 

Earl Temple brought up a petition from 
Edmuud Pusey Lyon, colonial agent for the 
island of Jamaica, against the bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade, praying to be 
heard by themselves or counsel against the 
same. Ordered to He on the table till the 
second reading, and then the petitioners to 
be heard by themselves or counsel against 
the bill. 

Mr. Wilberfortt stlted, that he did not 
nsh to prevent parties from being heard, 
out he could not help tiinking the mode of 
disposing of these petitions premature, as 
tne second reading of the bill was fixed for 
♦orinorrow, and gentlemen who might be 
appointed as counsel could not, in all proba¬ 
bility, be prepared. 

[War in India.]— Lord Pmbester rose 
to renew the node# which he had formerly 
withdrawn respecting our East-Iudia 
merits. When he had withdrawn thwBo* 
tice, it had been in the expectation of seeing 
an able and efficient administration speedily 
formed. But when he looked to the present 
ministry, and saw that more than the one 
half of them were the very same men whom 
the other had vilified and despised as inca¬ 
pable of the duties Unposdfi on them, lie 
could not help thinking, that his intruded 
motion was not less necessary than for¬ 
merly. 

The Speaker here informed ihc noble lord, 
that it was not in order to accompany a no¬ 
tice with any arguments in support of the 
motion intended. Ail that remained, there¬ 
fore, for the noble lord, was tp fix any day 
that might be best suited for W#purpose^ 

The Chancellor of tie. Exvkequet was of 
opinion, that the noble lord Vais perfectlj^ 
in Order, seeing that be bpd not brought 
forward any argument whatever for the 
measure he proposed! We thought thlf dfay 
sennight, which had been mentioned bf the 
noble lord, would be a Very mconvemeaa 
day; a*bill was now pending before the 
bouse, that in all probability would occupy 
its attention during most of next week* 

Lord Per Chester then agreed to fib his mo ^ 
tion for Friday se’nnight, f * 

[Lord Advocate or SOortXNO 
Whitbread rote, in consequence of a notice 
formerly given, relative to a motion reap exit* 
ing the conduct of the‘Lord Advocate of 
Scotland td a Mr. Morrison, a native of that 


country. He had given SOttte.days prevififti 
notice of that motion, in order to give tire 
Lord Advocate an opportunity of appearing 
personally in his place, to answer the charge, 
or of giving instruction* to some of hit 
friends. It would certainly Ini far more gra¬ 
tifying to him, who felt it his duty to make 
such a charge, as well as to the house* that 
he should have appeared, in order to offer 
what excuse he might think fit, or to make 
some apology for his conduct j but he kite# 
that the Lord Advocate had heard of tiles 
notice which he had given, and that he hm! 
time cither to have appeared in person, Ot 
tp give instructions to his friends. He con¬ 
sidered himself, therefore, quite as much at 
liberty* to express HA abhorrence of such 
conduct, if founded in fact, and to be as free 
in his remaiks, as if foe learned lord had 
himself been present, The learned lord, 
from his official situation, tod a very great 
power in Scotland, and this^ower he had 
exercised violently, pot to say tyrannically. 
He had, in the instance which he was about 
to mention, totally outstepped the bounds of 
Jaw, and acted in a manner equally unpre¬ 
cedented < and illegal. Hie power of the 
Lord Advocate in Scotland was somewhat 
analogous to that of file Attorney General in 
England. ,N<# it was Certain that they 
could not act glaringly contrary to their duty* 
without being responsible for such Conduct 
to the laws of their country j yet many things 
might be done by people possessed of an 
authority so great, upon which this resphn- 
lability could opt always attach. In such a 
case, it was the duty of parliament to take 
cat e that the public authority was not abused j 
and to petition his Majesty to remove those" 
persons who acted in their public capacity 
in a manner inconsistent with the principles 
of the Britisfo constitution, and With the 
rightful freedom of the* subject. Now bfi 
would assume that the 'Lord Adftocate Of 
Scotland had no light whatever to calum¬ 
niate and fulminate an excommunioatiett 
against any person * and/ flr less, to order 
that person> to be arrested ; but if he could 
prove that the Lord Advocate had grossly 
calumniated Morrison, and not 

only grossly calumniated him, but followed 
iqj that calumny by an cxcommupication, 
and followed up ibat eXcommunication by 
an order of arrest j^and not only this, but 
had taken upon himself to injure his pro¬ 
perty, and to dispose of it hi certain circum* 
stances as he pleased—if he p« ovqd ail this, 
dhe$ he was justified in maintaining that 
sucb a person was utterly unworthy of the 
situation *f public trust which be held. 
There was something ddicaic in the times in 



whfeh this vvasdone. tj The defence of the 
i&ifejtry depended, in a great measure, on 
the* volunteers; but if this was the force on 
which the country was to depend, ought it 
Spfcbt to be voluntary ? Now, in the progress 
of the measure through parliament, many 
different opinions had been given on diffe¬ 
rent pa.rU of and on none more than upon 
theQuestion, whether any alteration ought 
to take place in the contracts between mas- 

£ rs and servants l The bill was sent to the 
wds, and by them the clauses in question 
were thrown out, and to their amendment 
Itris house had subsequently agreed. Now, 
whgt was all this but a confession, on the 

£ rt of the legislature, after mature consi- 
ration, that the contracts between ‘ipasters 
’ servants ought to remain unaltered. 
"-Pe^agreed that thi$ Was very wisely done, 
for tup best friend y*the volunteer system 
twoijW; be undgr the necessity mf confessing, 
that therincmReiiience resulting from the 
confusion occaefoned^fey the disorders cora- 
mitted by servants,*;aad their insolence to 
their masters, would be very severely felt: for 
it was very evident, that when servaotswere 
permitted to enter as volunteers, in spite pf 
ifceir masters orders, they would make use 
of this life^fiy.as a for negfecting 

the property Of their mastfP^aii^getSel, and 
ruin their business by theif idleness, and ex¬ 
cuse thetBselven by laying, that they were 
engaged at their volunteer exercises.'-r-Tbc 
transaction which he w# about to,submit 
to the house at present, was as fallows: a 

E rson of the name of Morrison, a taring 
believed, inBSmffshire, had artcrvant who 
Went into a volunteer corps contrary in his 
orders, on fc which account he discharged him. 
|tt this he certainly had dupe nothing con* 
trary to law. The servant applied to the 
Lord Advocate by memorial* to Hearn what 
course fee ought to pursuej Or^whether he 
'ppold-i^ver any compensation from his 
master, The memdpal'smted^ thdt the ser¬ 
vant had ;^|aj^ : ^it3h^» master, and,; 


^Ibe dtiHt m * valtifttew 'jCotp*, mti'hiym: 

'$lj0'&nsti%' Qn a wlMtf. 

aoii'.fead' 

". , ltt^lS)rt'' ! irf»fin t 'thejf ; ' l wer6 .'iospttjwi 
i Mawjw of Buntky. For this bja taiwter 
Jja<J s a}t'hctagh he offer*!,, to 

'make ».■ >£«• •«s»W!i0B. fofthe time in which.he 
bad 'be v<Kild:^g. 

rn. tb^-dajf, apd bad nfglwtedbis work, and 


therefore it was reasonable to suppose that 
Mr. Morrison had oo objection to his ser¬ 
vant going to drill after hi* work, though be 
was unwilling* and perhaps unable, to afford 
that he Should be absent whole days, and 
therefore discharged him. William Gar- 
row, lire servant, concluded his memorial 
by puttiog4he question, whether he had any 
resource at few, or any ground of action 
against, or any, claim for wage* against his 

- master, subsequent to the time at which he 
was discharged, 4 Now, if the whole had 
been confined to the legal opinion given by 
the Lord Advocate, he had employed the 
most unjustifiable terms* for hi* answer to 
the memorial commenced with the words, 
u however unprincipled an<l oppressive the 
conduct of Mr. Mqrri&ot\ may have been.” 
Now was not thinfea most unjustifiable at¬ 
tack upon the character of Mr, Morrison, 
when it was considered that the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate had only heard one party ? but tpe 
answer went on to say “ that his lordship 
was afraid that there was no claim legally 
for wages, except up to the day on which 
the^ervani bad been discharged.” So then, 
lyjhe Lord Advocates own account of the 

this man, who*e conduct was de- 
, dared 4 * unprincipled ”, and “ oppressive,” 
had done nolhingtontiary to law.—If there 
had v been nothing but this very opinion it¬ 
self, there Would have been sufficient grounds 
for theJiQuse ip interfere in the affair. But 
the matter did not. rest here. The Lord 
Advocate soonWfter wrote a letter to the 
sheriff deputy of Samfishi™* taring the cir¬ 
cumstance*^ case, as he heard them 
from the servant* Here he stated, tha|there 
were unforumatoly op provisions in the vo- 
IpnteeriaW-a ^giinat a case like the present, 
that* fe, in oti$r words, that Mr. Morrison 
had dona ppthmg f cpnfeary to few. Well, 
and what in thU cafp did this Lord Advocate 
.dqc that noting illegal 

; ;|vhy^ h®/gravely said, « that 
;■ • m Uofmoo was mopt atrocious.” 

- NWfefi jM«* to say this r withon* ever 

•:- 1 <^|r r aWe of tbe ques- 

.! tib**^ ml vc|ie4' to, the 

: #femt might have 

neglect of n^oty, might 
hsfep feft hfe chouse open, hi& lojjka unbolted, 
undWyarfetyof things that ought ruin his 
masfeirf property. He considered t|ds as 
vfhV'fefeb^|tolnt (1 of the whole > for even if 
the Lo^ Advocate had been acting in a 
manner perfectly legal in other respects, yet 
he had no ri|^t thus to stigmatize and ca- 
4nttmiafe:ih British subject, a^d to ponitq 
itim than' he could be punished by 
any fetfief as^ans > to punish him in a manner 
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which ©very gent, who heard him would 
think worse than death by the loss of his 
reputation and property. It would-fee better 
for Mr. Morrinon, father’than endure this, 
that the Lord Advocate were tyrant of Scot¬ 
land, and possessed of the power to hang 
him op at once, than to be thus calumniated 
by him. But his lordship went farther, for 
he exhorts every pcrSOn found about to treat 
him (Morrison) with contempt and scdrn, 
and to hold no dealings with him ^bafever; 
Could the home hear such words tisbd' to a 
British subject by a person tp such ^situa¬ 
tion of public trust without the grea^t Stfi 
d i gnat ion 5 when that* subject ‘had dbntf 
nothing contrary to thplawrof the country, 
even in the opinion of the L^rd Advocate 4 
himself? Such conduct he trusted the house 
w uld think merited the steps which he, 
would think it hi* duty to adopt, in case tbe 
motion he was about <0 submit to them at 
present should meet their approbation/ But 
it was not only ,in his character that this 
farmer was to suffer ; hi* property also must* 
be ruined. No people were to hold inter-* 
course with him* Bhoftk} he carry his corn 
to market, no one were to buy it * or jdid 
he offer to sell his wool, all were to reffisO * 
to be purchasers at any pried $ so that this 
man was to be entifely ruined ; his family 
starved and thrown, with himself* aMut- 
casts upon the world. Bat stiil farther, the 
letter proceeds to state, that there were 
strong grounds to suspfot .that Morrison’# 
conduct had proceeded from disaffection and 
want of loyalty, and as soon as tim first 
Frenchman landed in the country, Mwrison 
was to be arrested, and he (fee Lord Ad¬ 
vocate) informed of it. f If the letter had 
concluded wltfr*feis, oOe would b# aptjcon¬ 
tinued Mr. Whitbread, to ascribe the arrest 
and imprisonment lo a good motive 5 for 
Mr. Morrison’s life was really/threatened 
by this outrageous cphdu^ { ' 

Morrison was thus represented to; men bf 
liberal education, the mob ;fei^htlptok; 
him as a proscribed man, or an ouflawi - 
and think they hadjbo Lora Advbcat« , s Au¬ 
thority f0r doing sp^ J "''^hd 
not only pillggp 'illmdWSilfc 
tempt his life 5 j ' : qud one woUmV p&M*p**; 
be apt to imagine, if fais lordship had bo^- 
eluded his letter by ordering him to be gut 
in 'mm,' pe reasoned with him^lf 
manner, 1 u Why,"'this mtaafk bdj| 

in danger from my pxcomrtfdplcalmm «^d ; 
therefore to keep him 

people, 5 ■ I shall imprison ^ 

the house heard what^fdtioW^'IW^; Abuld 
not be much disposed to give hli Ifordsbip; 
credit fdr such good motives, JSurha# had 


the Lord Advocate power to order this 'mM* 
to be arrested ? If he had, it was prop® 
that an act should, without delay, be pass* . 
ed/in order to correct a fault which was 
utterly inconsistent with the principles of 
fee British Constitution ; but hd had heard* 
the opinions of Scotch lawyer# upon the 
subject, and he knew that the Lord 
cate bad no such power. Well then, sdjjK 
ptpe an attempt had been made to arrest 
Mr. Morrison ; suppose jl>at Mr. Morrisofc# 
had fedught proper to resist that arrest, and 
ip so doing had killed a man^ could he tod* 
tried and found guilty of murder, for* #0 .. 
doing? ^Certainty not. Observe, then, to* 
what dreadful consequences this strange, 
unprecedented, and monstrous act of autho* 
rity might have led. But still* farther, the 
letter went on to say, that the Lord Advo« 
Cate “ would do all in his power to prevent 
Morrison from receiving aqy compensa¬ 
tion, in case hft property wa# pilla^d by 
the enemy/ or taken by the King’s troop#! ** 

A mortstrpds conclusion to a monstrous bu¬ 
siness ^ If Mr. Morrisoit was a man of 
feelmg> he must say to himself and to his 
friends^ that he had rather the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate, had beau a tyrant with pbwer’t® 
hang him Immediately, than thus to bold him 
up to the world Ira an dbject of public resent¬ 
ment; add detestation j as a man with whom 
no person should have any dealings or com¬ 
munication, bViwhieh his family, as well as 
himself, wferevnible to be entirely ruined 
. for ever. Buidka;^ supposing the French 
batyanded, such a proscriptiod was likely 
to OTect his life, as every One must know 
how ready a mob was to seize on such 
.doctrines as lawful signal# to plunder and 
pillage the Object s against whom they wefo 
directed. These wejc the bitter sentence# 
passed by the Lord Advocate against Mor- 
tison, and tftey had already operated so for 
ar to make a consid&able impression on 
a person of liberal education in the same 
country, who had expressed himself walk 
great Warmth agaitfe* Morrison. Mr. Forbes* 
the sheriff substit ute, h£& fortunately advised 
. fee #hctlff‘# dterk to send a copy of the let¬ 
ter to Morrtson, and to put the original on 
record, whicbgave fed means to the house 
to come a^t Iti v Another" circumstance, 
which clearly shewed the injustice of thi# v 
transaction m det^er colours, was a letter 
.written by fee sheriffs clerk, Mr. Patrick 
Roi&tb S®\ Morrison, in which headytaeS 
him Id boy off the man w by making him / 
'rn an allowance as possibkl, *t 

fife beat menu# of mitigating the severity of 
the Lord Advocate/ 1 Mr. Whitbvmid cbn- 
tended/feafdie Lord Advocate hafi nd aa- 

; , <, m 
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tbority, even,by the law of Scotland, to act 
in unprecedented manner he had done, 
(MftMhat such a violation of the rights of the* 
wig jet ought to raise the indignation of the 
Muse, It might, perhaps, be said that 
j^forrison way have his action against the 
.Lord Advocate; but it must be very evi-' 

,, dent, that though the Lord Advocate has 
} not the legal power to do what he haadone, 
he has yet very great power indeed; ttfd 
, small would be the chance of such a man 
as Farmer Morrison, after all the expenses 
that moat accrue, recovering a fair cotopen- 
etatjon fa damages from a man in the high 
i official situation Of the Lord Advocate. But 
even though he should .recover, it became 
t the bounden duty of the house io interpose 
for the protection of the subject, the hotftrar 
of the crown, and the strict but impartial 
vfdministration of public justice. He had 
, proceeded so far on the authority of letters, 
which lie belidVed to be tree and legal j if 
they were' forgeries, ho should have to beg 
, pardon of the Lord Advocate for the obser- 
, yatioas he bad made, and of the house, for 
having takenlip so much Of its time in vain, , 
He concluded by moving, " Thayhere he 
laid before the house a copy of so much of 
the public records of the county of Bdmff, 
at contains a letter signed C. Hope, dated 
Edinburgh, 30tb Dec. lg08, and, adforgged 

• to Georg 6 Forbes, Esq, sheriff substtiiflfo of 
Bamffshire, relative to Mr.MKrisons.ajpO, 
a copy of the letter from Mri Rows, 
the sheriff substitute of the county of 
Bamff. to Mr. Patrick Rpse, the sheriff's 
clerk, on the same subject j“ thcquestiouW 
log put. 

The Chancellor of the /Exchequer y rose, and 

* spake as followsSir, it, }s not my in ten- 
tion at present to propose any objection to 
the motion which has* been made. I feel, 
on the contrary, very de«irops4bft the paper* 
called for should b&Mdoo the table, is 
this stage of the bushflSM.it vwujld be knpro- " 
par for to« to after at any length into jfw 
discussion of this subject,and therefor* shall 

, Hardy content mysdf wijh observing, that 
the hen, gent..who has,brought forward, 
this motion, has, ip tnapy «t* 

tempted to put coostraaions on the letter* 
Which he adverted to which In their obvious 
acme they will oof bear., But to thew *th 
stances iwas not at present to direct the. 
attention of the house.. Let the matter., 
come fairly' haft** foe Rous* »md pm, w 
a claim tehieh aha teamed lord has ip, 
justimi trnoa. the’ house. Let the matter 
cotoe before ns fairly j let net .foe, mtod* *f 


a enter with candottr«aa4.»itbo«t 


prejudice or passion in thiyafFair, which I 
acknowledge to be of ‘be highest jmport- 
ance. No one, Sir, can be more ready to 
acknowledge, that if a private individual 
suffers - oppression from a public mao, it is 
a matter of the highest importance. But 
we ooght to consider the motives by which 
the learned lord was actuated 5 and if it 
appear that fop Conduct of the noble lord 
proceeded from the purest real operating on 
a strong and ardent mind acting in critical 
times j df I say, it should be found that his 
motives of action proceeded from that ardour 

S ' mind which he has always manifested, 
eo tnas particular ease ought not to be too 
eagerly dwelt upon, not ought the house 
to he too repdv to condemn him. His con- 
doctjbas always shewn itself exemplary, and 
he has proved himself an ornament not only 
to the public office which he holds, but to 
hi* country and to his friends. Such is the 
character of the learned lord } but on this 
particular question 1 mean not to'enter, but 
pm rather desirous, for the present, to de¬ 
precate discussion, and to avoid debate. I 
shall therefore only* add qpe circumstance. 
The hon. gent, hag expressed his surprise 
„fosff tfie learned lord has not appeared in his 
place. Sir, no man would more readily 
meet, face to face, any charge that could 
he thought against him } butTet me in my 
torn express some surprise that since this 
‘hnsineMj foojt place, in Oct- last, it has not 
been brought forward till now. I do not - 
say this w*‘h a view tp reflect upon the h°n. 
gent. } but it certainly does thrpw a suspi¬ 
cion t0on thepaHy concerned, This, how¬ 
ever, w*s the more unfortunate, at the Lord 
Advocate wat in town lately for joine weeks, 
although tie is now confined by his public 
duty to Edinburgh. The letters I believe, 
itt point offing, to be genuine} and the 
learned lord flai no intention to deny them. 
Ip tfae ope f#nve Vo the money trans¬ 
action, wriltfjrW Rose, it is scarcely ne¬ 
cessary tp say that he had no concern, as 
fopJbon. gafit. has thereof entirely acquitted 
him, Mi ho certainly ought to be acquitted. 
Alf ? stesire of the that when .this 

bfPtoP »«*>*» again Iforward, they will 
to it W‘fo minds fre? from, prejudice, 
v«d„to cobfider the whole with candour 
apdiw^rtlality, 

Mr, Em,W ith respect, Sir, to the »tn- 
Ciple of the motion, as bringing a mosT se¬ 
rious aqff weighty charge against the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, I shall pot at present 
deliver any opinion. 1 feel the necessity of 
haring a charge of such magnitude fully 
and fairly discussed j but J protest, that it is 
wy w»»h fpd .hope that wfeep the day of 
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discussion shall come, the Lord Advocate 
may be able to make a much better defence 
for his conduct than has been offered by the 
right bon. gent. I hope he will be able to 
make a much better defence than merely to 
say his conduct proceeded from the exer¬ 
tions of an ardent and zealous mind, acting 
in critical times contrary to the law, but 
with good intentions. Gracious God ! Is it 
in this house that we are to hear this doc¬ 
trine ? Is it in this house, in which we have 
heard so many discussions on the miseries 
and extravagancies of the French revolu¬ 
tion, and all the atrocities that have marked 
its different stages, that we are now, for¬ 
sooth, to be told that every thing is to be 
excused which proceeds from the exertions 
of “ an ardent and zealous mind,” acting^ 
in critical times, with good intentious t If 
this is to be the received doctrine, what 
crimes, or what atrocities can there be of a 
public nature which may not stand excused ? 
The right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) has stated, 
as a presumption in favour of the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate, that whereas this transaction oc¬ 
curred several months ago, it had not been 
complained of till lately : it is well known, 
however, to any person who has studied the 
history of oppression and tyranny, that it 19 
one of the principal features of it, that the 
person oppressed does not dare to complain 
against his oppressor, tfnd therefore it might 
appear more surprising to find that a com¬ 
plaint has been made at all, than that it 
was not made sooner.—As to the letter 
written by Mr. Rose, that certainly cannot 
be laid to the charge of the Lord Advocate, 
nor can it be at all supposed that be knew 
any thing of its contents, but it was very 
material in this point of view, to shew the 
consequences which might naturally be ex¬ 
pected to follow. The whole consequences 
of an act of oppression are not always in the 
mind or contemplation of the oppressor } 
but it is not enough for him to say, “ I did 
not mean that that consequence should fol¬ 
low, when I acted oppressively ana* against 
the law;’* therefore, my hon. friend was, 
in my opinion, perfectly right in stating this 
feature of the case, as a consequence which 
has taken place, and which was likely to 
take place, from the conduct of the Lord 
Advocate. What * ( a zealous and ardent 
mind*' may intend only as an example of 
* terror, may be productive of ihe greatest 
practical injuries 5 and it would be aw absurd 
defence to say that the impropriety of a < 
man’s conduct, or the injuries resulting from 
it, should be disregarded, if only it e.*uld be 1 
supposed that his int mio is er good. 
Although in a moral point of view, crum* 
Vol. II. 


nality may principally depend on the mjgn- 
lions of the agent, yet, in every society m 
the world the essence of crimes, as 
ble before human tribunals, depend^ princi¬ 
pally on the injury it does to society. It is 
to preserve society from th£ bad consequ^pcez 
which result from the ill-conduct or indi¬ 
viduals, that laws are made and t^ijbpnala 
appointed} not so much to judge of mop’s 
intentions, which are best known to tbpox- 
selves, but of their actions, which alone prp 
open to the cognizance of the law. i there¬ 
fore again say, that 1 sincerely hope the 
Lord Advocate of ScoLland may be able to 
make a‘ better defence, when his conduct 
comes to be examined, than merely to say, 
that he acted from the impulse of an ardent 
and zealous mind, and that his inclinations 
were good. I think it needless, at present, 
to say more upon the subject, as it appears 
to be allowed, on all hands, # that it is one pf 
such magnitude, with respect to the liberty 
of the subjects of this country, that it 
on a future d*iy, meet with a full and fair 
discussion.—After a few words of explana¬ 
tion from MV- Whitbread, the two motions 
were severally put and agreed to. 

[Irish ElectionBill.] —Mr. J. Fitz~ 
get aid moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
amend the act of the 35 th of his Majesty, 
for regulating the election of members to 
serve in parliament, as far as the same re¬ 
lates to freeholds in Ireland, under the 
yearly lalue of , 120 . He stated, that the 
practice of registering, at present was prq- 
ductive of the greatest mischief, arid led to 
undue returns and perjury, and that the 
number of small freeholders registered last 
year amounted to J. 7l) : 000. He then stated 
the manner in which his bill proposed to 
remedy that; which was, by requiring the 
registering to be at least J2 months previous 
to the election, and under the additional 
forms he then pointed out. He concluded 
by moving for leave to bring in a bill to 
amend the act of the 35 tli of the King, re¬ 
specting elections in Ireland. 

Sir John Newport said, that be perfectly 
approved of the principle of the bill. 

Sir John Stewart observed, that great in¬ 
convenience mighL possibly result from 
making any great alteration in the terms of 
freehold leases in that country. In the 
north of Ireland, almost every weaver pos¬ 
sessed a freehold, and it might, in future, 
be of tfce utmost importance to the intercsU 
of such a description of freeholders, if any 
material alteration was made in the* nature 
of their tenure. .. ’ . 

Mr. Bag welt described an instance of the 
present mode erf qualification for freeholders, 



which appeared to him to be extremely im¬ 
proper. Twenty or thirty ptrsons were ga¬ 
thered round a table, not one third of whom, 
in many instances, understand a word of 
English ; an oath was read to them in En¬ 
glish 5 and that in so complicated a form* 
as that it would require some deliberation, 
es well as a tolerable knowledge of the 
atructure of tho English language, to com¬ 
pletely understand it. When that was done* 
the clerk, knowing that every one of them 
could not understand the plain English 
words, Ie Kiss the bOok,” said to them, 
** Poag a hour,” that is, in English, ,l Kiss 
the book.'* Every man kissed the book ac¬ 
cordingly, and by that means was as well 
qualified as a man of <£*10,000 a year, and 
possessing the most, enlightened understand¬ 
ing, who might have considered and read 
over the oath at his leisure.—Leave was 
then given to bring in the bill. 

[Woollen Clothieks* Bill.]*— Mr. 
JLLascelhs moved, that the second reading 
of the woollen clothiers 1 bill should be fixed 
for to-morrow. 

Admiral Berkeley reminded- the hon. 
member that another question of consider¬ 
able importance already stood for to-mor¬ 
row. He therefore suggested that the read¬ 
ing of the bill should be postponed to a 
future day.—After a few other observations 
from Mr. Wilberforce, Lord Temple, &c. 
in which the thinness of the house was 
urged as a consideration that should induce 
the house not to make any order on the 
business, Lord Temple moved, that the 
bouse be counted ‘—The house was accord-, 
ingly counted, and there being only 35 mem¬ 
bers present, an adjournment immediately 
topk place. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, June 7* 1604. 

[A^essuryEIection Bill ]—On the 
order of the day being irfoved tor thcsceond 
reading of the Aylesbury bribery bill, 

* Lord Grenvilk rose and stated, that how¬ 
ever consonant to his own ideas the provi¬ 
sions of this bill might be, and however 
much he might think them founded in t jus¬ 
tice and propriety, it was not his intention, 
if a single member of that house disapproved 
of it, or thought that sufficient evidence of 
the utilify of it did not already exist, to press 
it on their lordsbipa" consideration^ •until 
they had father investigated its principles! 
Me should therefore move, that witnesses 
be heard in support 1 of the allegations of the 
petoionera for the bill j and, as few of their 


j lordships possessed that legal knowledge 
I which might restrain the evidence within 
legal bounds, he should propose that counsel 
assist to examine the witnesses. He said, 
he did this to meet the wishes of the other 
noble lords, for he was &till persuaded that 
the evidence produced in the committee of 
the other house, was sufficient ground for 
their lordships to proceed on wiih regard to 
this bill. He then moved, that the second 
reading of the bill be postponed till Monday 
next. 

The Lord Chancellor assented to this 
course, provided it was understood their 
lordships called in counsel for their own as¬ 
signee. He would again observe, how¬ 
ever, that no case, whatever may be its 
enormity, could persuade him that it was fit 
to pass this bill, on a partial principle, and 
violating the constiiution, as it did. He 
would also say, that he should be glad that 
the noble lords were convinced how impos¬ 
sible it was to consider the matter given in 
evidence before the committee of the other 
house, as legal evidence for their lordships* 
consideration, 

. The second reading of the bill was then 
postponed till Monday, and witnesses were 
examined in support of the bill by Mr. 
Plomer and Mr. Gazelee, and cross-exa¬ 
mined by Mr. Adam and Mr. Dampier, 
counsel against the bill. Their evidence re¬ 
lated chiefly to the distribution of money to 
the electors, as already stated in the printed 
minutes of the examinations before the com¬ 
mittee of the House of Commons. A wit¬ 
ness, named John Toms, stated, that since 
bis examination before the committee of the 
House of Commons, he had made a me¬ 
morandum of the names of voters who had 
acknowledged to him, between that time 
and the present, that they had received part 
of the money distributed at the election.— 
Their lordships ordered that this witness 
should go to Aylesbury for this memoran¬ 
dum, jpbichhe stated, he bad left at home $ 
and the deputy serjeant at arms was ordered 
to accompany him, for the purpose of stat¬ 
ing to the house the circumstances under 
Which the paper shall be found. He was 
given to understand, that his being accom¬ 
panied by the officer alluded to, was not 
So tended to render him uneasy, but ip give 
due weight to his evidence. was then 
conducted from die bar, and the house ad¬ 
journed. 


HQ,ySE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, June 7, 1804. 

[Minuks.] -~Tb.e right hon. Qeorge 
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Rose took the oaths and hi* seat, on his re* 
election for Christchurch.—A petition, pre¬ 
sented by Mr. La touche, from the corn 
merchants of Dublin, and others concerned 
in the Irish corn trade, with respect to the 
state of the corn trade between Ireland and 
England, &c. was ordered to lie on the ta¬ 
ble ; as was a petition, presented by Mr. 
Dent, from the- merchants of Liverpool, 
concerned in the slave trade, against the bill 
for the abolition of that trade. Counsel was 
ordered to be heard upon the latter petition. 
—Tiie second reading of the woollen clo¬ 
th ien>’ regulation bill was, on the motion of 
Mr. Lascelles, postponed till to-morrow.-— 
Mr. Rose mentioned, that a place in the 
duchy of Lancaster had fallen, by reversion, 
into the possession of a member of that 
house; and doubts being entertained whe¬ 
ther such member was, in consequence of 
this circumstance, obliged to vacate his 
seat, the right hou. gent, gave notice, that 
he would to-morrow bring forward a mo¬ 
tion, which should have for its object to re¬ 
move those doubts.—On the motion of Mr, 
Rose, the house proceeded to the order of 
the day for taking into consideration the 
last report of the committee on the Liskeard 
election petition, in which It was resolved, 
u that John Dayman, the under-sheriff of 
Cornwall, had acted contrary to his duty, 
and to the privileges of parliament." He 
then moved, that ihe charge against John 
Dayman be heard at the bar of the house on 
Monday next 3 that a copy of the said 
charge be sent to him; and that he be at 
libeity to be heard by counsel. Ordeied.— 
Mr. H. Thornton presented a petition from 
several insolvent debtors, praying for relief. 
—On the motion of Mr, S. Bourne, the 
committees of supply of ways and means 
were put off till to-morrow 3 and the com¬ 
mittee on the Irish revenue regulation bill 
was put off till Monday se'nnigkt. 

[Conduct or Judge Fox J —Sir James 
Stew ait rose, pursuant to the notice he had 
given, to call the attention of the house to 
the conduct of Mr. Justice Fox, of the court 
of common pleas, in Ireland. He was ex¬ 
tremely sorry that the painful dyity should 
be imposed on him, of bringing forward a 
serious charge against a .person holding so 
high and honourable a situation as that of 
one of the judges of the land. Rut when 
such persons made an improper use of their 
authority, it was the duty of partiameht to 
enquire into their conduct. The hon. bart. 
then recapitulated the leading points of a 
petition, which* he held in his hand, and 
which, lie said, came from a Very respect ^ 
able magistrate in the north of Ireland.’ He 


then presented the petition, which was re$d 
by the cierk, ft purported fo be the peti¬ 
tion of John Hart, of Ballymagard, in uftji' 
liberties of the city of Londonderry, and set 
forth, <( that the petitioner is possessed of 
considerable estates, situate chiefly in the 
counties of Donegall and Londonderry, and 
has usually, for many years past, served as a 
grand juror for the said counties# and in that 
capacity the petitioner attended at the last 
summer assizes for the county of Donegal!, 
the hon. Luke Fox, one of the justices Of 
the court of common pleas in Ireland, theti 
presiding as a judge in the crown court of 
the said,county ; and that a person, named 
Anderson Dobson, was put on his trial, at 
the said assizes, for a misdemeanor, in hav¬ 
ing procured a magistrate to sign an affida¬ 
vit, purporting to have been made I o account 
for the due expenditure of public money in 
making a road, without having actually ad¬ 
ministered the oath to the -person stated to, 
have made the affidavit, and which person, 
together with the petitioner, had been ap¬ 
pointed overseers by the grand jury to make 
the said road3 and that he did not at all act 
or interfere in making the said road, bpt 
altogether left the business to the other over¬ 
seer so appointed ; and that the petitioner, 
on the said trial, was called upon, by the 
said Andefson Dobson, to bear testimony 
to his. being a man of a lair and honest 
character, which testimony the petitioner 
did give; and the evidence being closed, 
Mr, Justice Fox, in charging the jury who 
tried the issue, stated what the petitioner 
had sworn, and, in animadverting on his 
"testimony, said, but who, gentlemen, will 
give a character of this Mr. Harr, degrad- 
u ed and disgraced as he is by this transac- 
€t tion, which will intail eternal infamy and 
“ disgrace on his posterity ?" though the 
petitioner had not, in any manner, been 
concerned in the transaction which caused 
the said trial; nor was any evidence then, 
or at any time, given to warrant even a sus* 
picion that the petitioner could be guilty of 
such an offence; and that the jury baying 
retired,, remained some lime euclosed, whea 
they were sent for by Mr. Justice Fox, and 
asked if they had agreed to their verdict, and 
they informed him, that they were divided 
in opinion, that some of them were for find¬ 
ing the said Dobson guilty, and others werp 
for acquitting him 3 and those that were fo,r 
acquitting lhm said they had no doubt of 
his havirfg prevailed on the magistrate to 
•sign. the sqid affidavit, without havipg acL 
imin&tcred. any oath to the person who 
stated to have sworn it/ w hich they thought 
wrba bad act, bu^ they did not t&ok he had 
L 1 2 ' ' ' 11 ‘ ■ 
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Been guilty of, any such fraud as was laid 
fn the indictment, he not having pocketed 
griy thing by it, or words to that effect; 
and that the jury having again retired, they 
were enclosed till about half past 7 o’clock 
in the evening, when Mr. Justice Fox sent 
$>r them, and, on their coming into court, 
they said they were still divided in opinion, 
whereupon Mr. Justice Fox desired them 
to go back to (heir jury room; and con¬ 
cluded, by saying, if they did not agree 
in ten minutes, he would adjourn the, 
Court till 6 o’clock on Monday morning, it 
lieing then Saturday ; whereupon the jury 
retired, and not having agreed within the 
titne to which they were limited by Mr. 

J ustice Fox, he did adjourn the court till 
jfpnday morning, and proceeded to dinner 
‘with the grand jury; hat, before he got 
to the head of the dinner room* and din- 
ttor not having* been served, he was fol¬ 
lowed by the sub-sheriff, who informed him, 
that the jury had agreed 5 to which Mr. 
Justice Fox replied, w they may cool their 
u consciences till 6 o’clock on Monday 
morning and the jury, being under 
the necessity of remaining enclosed till the 
Monday following, and having again ” re¬ 
turned to their former opinions in co rise*] 
quence of their confinement, they were 
bn that day conveyed to the verge of the 
county, ana discharged by the said judge; 
and that he was not present in court at the 
time when Mr. Justice Fox used the ex¬ 
pressions above stated reflecting on the 

S rtitioher, and, not being informed of it, 
O petitioner, early on Sunday morning, 
waited on the judge at his lodgings, where 
1*0 found him accompanied by the clerk of 
Ihq crown j the petitioner said, that he 
came to make a request which he hoped 
Would not be considered unreasonable, 
as the business of the grand jury was over, 
and nothing remained for them to do but to 
$>asfr the presentments: Mr. Justice Fox 
asked, Fray, Sir, what is it?” to which 
the petitioner answered, that he hoped he 
Would permit him to return to Derry on 
]Sba.t day, as he had ordered a meeting of 
ffie inhabitants of the lower liberties of 
Derqr, by public advertisement, at 12 
o^cloCk bn thenextday,fcr the purpose 
of forming a corps of yeomanTy forihe^e* 
fence of the country. Mr. Justice Fox 
thereupon said, '** Sir, ybu know your 
M duty, mine; you* attend* 

jfpr k indispensably necex-* 
which the petitioner retired? 



^quarter of an hour after 6 o'clock 
Mbnday (which was theaoth of 


Aug. last) directed that the crown solicitor 
should be called, and he having appeared, 
Mr. Justice Fox addressed him in'these 
words; M Go, Sir, and do at I directed you 
0 yesterday 5" upon which the crown so¬ 
licitor went out of court, and took one Wil¬ 
liam Chambers, the conservator of the roads 
(who had been the principal prosecutor of 
Dobson) with him j’the grand jury (amongst 
whom the petitioner attended) having been 
previously called over, and attending in 
court, the crown solicitor and Chambers 
having shortly afterwards returned, and 
Mr. Justice Fox thereupon ordered a ma¬ 
gistrate, who was then standing in court, 
to take Chambers* examination against the 
petitioner, and an information, ready drawn 
out, was then produced by the crown so¬ 
licitor, which information, the petitioner 
has reason to believe, was prepared by the 
instruction, and under the immediate au¬ 
thority and direction, of Mr. Justice Fox 
himself; and that the crown solicitor hav¬ 
ing handed the information to the magis¬ 
trate who had been ordered to take it, the 
magistrate was proceeding to read it, con¬ 
ceiving it his duty so to do before he should 
examine and swear any person to the truth 
of its contents, upon which Mr. Justice Fox 
reprimanded him for so doing, and would 
not permit him to read it, which induced 
the magistrate to express surprize that he 
should be ordered to take or subscribe an 
information which he had not read previous 
to its being sworn ; however, by the com¬ 
mand of the said judge, the magistrate 
administered the usual oath, and took 
the said information; and that, us soon 
as the information was thus sworn, Mr, 
Justice Fox turned towards the grand ju¬ 
rors (with whom the petitioner tnen was) 
and said, he had much concern in calling 
the attention of the grand jury to another 
subject of much moment; that a member 
of the grand inquest of the county stood 
charged before him with a very atrocious 
Offence; be then proceeded to state, that 
Anderson Dobson had been put upon his 
trial before bim on Saturday, and he de¬ 
tailed very minutely the evidence which 
had been given on the triads he said, that 
after the evidence had been closed, and 
the trial over, Mr. Hart had come on the 
table of himself (which the petitioner de¬ 
nies to hare been true, the petitioner hav¬ 
ing been called on by the said Dobson id his 
defence) to give & character of the traverser 5 
2nd that when he came toanimadvert to the 
petit jury on that part of %he evidence so 
given by the petitioner, he had thought it 
hk dulv tosav. ** Who, gentlemen, would 
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44 give a character of this Mr, Hart, de- 
w graded and disgraced as he was by an 
u infamous crime, by which he haa in tail* 
€i ed disgrace on his posterity, and infamy 
a on his character and name ?” Mr. Justice 
fox then proceeded to apply the evidence 
so stated by him to have been given against 
Mr. Dobson to .the petitioner, and stated, 
that in consequence of such flagrant con¬ 
duct, he had directed the crown solicitor to 
prosecute him ; and, an examination hav¬ 
ing been sworn, he must order him 
into the dock, and desired the sheriff to 
take the petitioner into custody, where¬ 
upon the petitioner was taken into custody 
by the sub-sheriff, and placed in front of 
the bar, where traversers usually stand for 
trial; which being perceived by Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Fox, he directed that the petitioner 
should be put to the bar, in consequence of 
which direction the sub-sheriff then put him 
in the place wjicre felons are arraigned, 
and receive sentence $ and the petitioner 
being placed in that degrading situation, 
and standing as a convicted felon ab iut to 
receive the judgment of the law, Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Fox contumeliously asked him, what 
have you, Sir, to say ? you are now at li¬ 
berty to go on, addressing him in the style 
and manner as if he were really a convict¬ 
ed felon; but the petitioner being so affect¬ 
ed and confounded by an address so violent 
and unexpected, ana from being juiced in 
*0 public and so degrading a situation, 
could at first scarcely articulate a word 
with an audible voice, but having recover¬ 
ed a little from his embarrasment and dis¬ 
tress of mind, he did make a few observa¬ 
tions, after which he was obliged to listen 
silently to a most reproachful address from 
Mr. Justice Fox, who, whilst the petitioner 
was in custody, untried, and in the hear¬ 
ing of those whose duty it would be to 
ptrt the prisoner upon his trial, and to de¬ 
cide upon his guilt or innocence, and hold¬ 
ing up the petitioner to the resentment and 
indignation of his country, amongst other 
things, addressed the petitioner in the fol¬ 
lowing words : 44 You have charged me, 

* f as a judge sent to administer justice, 
u with criminal conduct, because I direct- 
ft ed you should be put upon your trial for 
44 a most infamous crime. Whether the 
44 agitation in which £ see you proceeds 
4 * from a sense of insulted honour or de- 
44 tected guilt, from a wounded spirit or 
V habitual depravity, I knowwot; but I 
46 can only attribute your conduct to a 
€t hardened sense of being used to such 
* malpractices. 4 charge of the most 
enormous nature is made against ym, 



M disgracing the grand inquest of the 
" try, not in their persons, but yours;i* 
Mr. Justice Fox, in the course of the 
dress, expressed his determination of rO* 
turning the ensuing circuit for the express 
purpose of trying the petitioner, and in the 
nearing of the grand jury, declared that, 
if they should hesitate in finding the bill of 
indictment, he would direct the shliritor 
for the crown to apply to the Court of 
King's Bench for an information against the 
petitioner ; and that Mr. Justice Fox, m 
furtherance of such his avowed determina¬ 
tion to return next circuit for the purpose 
of trying the petitioner himself, desired 
(bat his lodgings should be kept for him ; 
and that, after he had remained some time 
in the dock, without knowing what Mr* 
Justice Fox’s further intentions were, or 
for what alleged crime or offence the pe¬ 
titioner was thencommitfcid, and placed 1 fa 
the common felons* dock, Mr. Justice Fpx 
informed the petitioner, that,' as it was 
then too late to have an indictment pre¬ 
pared, the petitioner might give bail, mud 
directed that the petitioner should he 
bound in 1,000). and two sureties in jool. 
each, for the petitioner's appearance to 
take his trial at the ensuing assizes for this 
offence contained in the said examination, 
which the said judge would not suffer to 
be read, or even stated, but which offence, 
be it what it might, the said Mr. justice Fox 
had prejudged, and pronounced the peti¬ 
tioner to have been guilty of. The petitioner, 
therefore, entered into such security, and 
was accordingly released, but remained so 
but a short time j for, shortly after the 
petitioner was so released, the said judge 
did again older the petitioner to be 'taken 
again into custody, on an allegation that 
the petitioner bad entered into some con¬ 
versation witp * ome of the jurors after 
they had been locked up for the purpose of 
considering their verdict on the trial of thfr 
said Dobson, djfkl directed the petitioner 
to be prosecuted for such offence, and ac¬ 
cordingly the petitioner, at the ensuing as¬ 
sizes, was tried and acquitted of such 
charge ; and that the petitioner attended, 
as he was bounds at the ensuing assizes, 
and no bilf naving been sent up against the 
petitioner for the said alleged offence, for 
which the petitioner had been so commit** 
ted to the felons' dock by Mr. Justice Fox* 
thejpetitioner instructed his couhsef to ask 
,the crown solicitor, in eburt, 0^ the se- 
Cpndday of the assizes, whether the pro** 
•secution was intended "to be abandoned, 
and he replied, (hat he bebevedjt'was not 
intended to send up* a bill of indictment 
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against the petitioner ; and that the peti- 
tinner, believing there was no charge con¬ 
tained .in Chambers* said information against 
the petitioner that would, in the opinion 
of the lawyers concerned on the part of 
the crown, warrant the grand jury to find 
a bill of indictment on it against the peti¬ 
tioner, and the petitioner feeling it ex¬ 
tremely unjust and oppressive to have such 
a charge undisposed of, did again instiuct 
his counsel, and they did apply to the 
court, on the last day of the assizes, to 
make the crown solicitor either send up an 
indictment, or that the petitioner, and his 
sureties, might be discharged from their 
recognizances *, whereupon the crown so 
licitor handed an indictment to the clerk of 
the crown to take tip to the grand jury ; 
and that the grand jury did ignore said bill, 
as no charge whatever appeared to war¬ 
rant it on the face of the information 
which had been taken under the direction of 
Mr. Justice I v ox himself, and on the autho¬ 
rity of which he thought proper to commit 
the petitioner to the dock, and hold him 
up to his country as guilty of some foul and 
disgraceful crime : and that the petitioner 
presumes to represent these facts to the 
house, conceiving that the rights of the 
subjects of this realm have been grossly and 
wilfully violated in his person, and as he 
has no means of redress by appeal to any 
court of law, or of vindicating hischaracter 
from the imputations most unjustly thrown 
upon him, submits the consideration of this 
case to the house, involving a subject of 
equal importance to the public and the in¬ 
dividual, and in which parliament alone is 
competent to give redress/’—On the mo¬ 
tion that this petition should be laid on the 
table, 

Mr. Francis rose tq ask, before the order 
should be made, whether it was the inten¬ 
tion of the hon. baronet to take any pro¬ 
ceeding grounded upon this petition ? 

Sir J. Stewart replied, # that after the 
petition should lie a certain time on the 
table for the examination of the members, 
he certainly did intend to move that it should 
be referred to the consideration of a com¬ 
mittee of. the whole house. 

[Depitty Serjeant at Arms.] —Sir 
Charles Morgan rose to call the attention of 
the houfce to a subject which, he was con¬ 
fident, would not fail to interest its liberality. 
It was to the case of a very old and faithful 
servant M that house, their late deputy- 
serjeant at arms, Mr. Clementson, who* 
after having discharged the duties of that 
office with the most*scrupulous and indefati¬ 
gable diligence and fidelity for 35 years, 


18p4 *'—Deputy Serjeant at Arms, £<540 

had now, in the 70 th year of his age, re¬ 
tired from the arduous avocations of that 
office. Having witnessed his faithful ser¬ 
vices during so many successive parliaments, 
he was persuaded that his conduct, during 
so long a series of years, in that important 
office, must have attracted the notice, and 
even the approbation of the house, he trust¬ 
ed that the motion he was this day about to 
make, for some provision for that faithful 
officer, in his old age, as a mark of appro¬ 
bation to this long and iireproachable dis¬ 
charge of his duty, would readily meet the 
assent of the house. He concluded by mov¬ 
ing, 4< That an humble address be present¬ 
ed to his Majesty, praying that he would 
be graciously pleased to order some provi¬ 
sion to be made for John Clementson, Esq. 
who lias for near 35 years, faithfully and di¬ 
ligently executed the office of deputy ser- 
jeant at arms attending this house, and who, 
on account of his long and laborious ser¬ 
vices, and advanced time of life, has lately 
resigned the same.” 

General Norton rose to second the mo- 
*n. He observed, that every man who 
served the public faithfully and diligently, 
during the greater and the better part of his 
life, is entitled to a comfortable provision 
for the remainder of it. He had observed 
how Mr. Clementson had conducted himself 
in his office, and approved it j but what 
was stilt more important in his view, a rela¬ 
tion of his who filled that chair, had ex¬ 
pressed to him his entire approbation of Mr. 
Clementson, as an officer, for which reason 
lie heartily concurred in the motion. 

Mr. Addington most cheerfully concurred 
in the motion, and could not deny him¬ 
self the satisfaction of rising to express his 
approbation of the faithful and exemplary 
conduct of Mr. Clementson, during the J2 
years in which he had an opportunity of 
experiencing his deserts, by the scrupulous 
and indefatigable discharge of his arduous 
duties. He believed it had been the good 
fortune of Mr. Clementson to conduct him¬ 
self, not only without offence to any, but 
with satisfaction to all. It happened to him, 
during a period of twelve years, not only 
as a member of the house, but in an official 
situation, to have many opportunities of 
observing the extraordinary diligence, the 
prudence, and propriety of the conduct of 
Mr. Clementson. He was confident that 
gent. wasNvorthy of the favour now pro¬ 
posed, and certainly nothing would be more 
honourable than to be recommended by that 
house to the marked regard of the Sove¬ 
reign ; to this Mr. Clementson had entitled 
himself, by the, seal, fidelity, and diligence 
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with which, during the period of 35 years, j 
he had executed the orders of that house.— 
The motion was agreed to ncm. con., and 
the address was ordered to be presented by 
such members as are of his Majesty’s most 
hon. privy council, 

[Prize Agency Bill.] —The order of 
the day was now read for the second reading 
of the bill for the better regulation of the 
business of prize agents. 

Mr. Dickenson , jun. rose and observed, 
that he thought the bill a measure of such 
great importance, and as affecting the inte¬ 
rests of so great a iody of men as the whole 
of the prize agents of this country, and the 
whole of the officers and men of his Majes¬ 
ty’s navy, that some further time ought to 
be given before the house was called upon 
to decide finally on the measure. The 
Board of Admiralty, he said, had taken the 
subject into consideration, but found it so 
complicated, and involving so many contra¬ 
ry interests, that they had not yet come to 
any decision upon it. He hoped, iherefore, 
there would be no objection to postponiMt 
the second reading till Tuesday se nniglit/** 

Mr. Addington rose to remind the house, 
that this bill had already been a considerable 
time pending; that it was founded upon the 
report from the commissioners of inquiry 
into naval abuses, ot which abuses, those of 
prize agents formed a considerable part, and 
was made so long since as last July; that 
his hon. friend (Captain Markham), had 
brought forward the bill so long since as 
February last; that although various causes 
had since occurred to delay the progress of 
this bill, yet it was one of great importance, 
because it went to rectify and ascertain the 
inode by which the sailors of the British 
navy, who fought the battles of their conn* 
try, were to receive fairly the produce of the 
prizes they had won, as the remuneration of 
their gallantry. The session was already so 
far advanced, that any farther delay would 
risk the loss of this bill in the present year. 
The house would recollect, that on appoint¬ 
ing commissioners to inquire into the abuses 
in the naval department, the subject of prize 
agency was one to which, in a very particu¬ 
lar manner, they had directed the vigilance 
of the commissioners. The object of the 
present bill, founded, as it was, upon the 
result of minute inquiry, was to establish 
the most rapid mode of decision possible, 
by which the British captors of lawful prizes 
might be enabled to obtain their tights* and 
to-appoint a safe place of deposit for the pro¬ 
ceeds of their captures, until such time as 
their rights should be ascertained, and where 
they might apply for information, or pay- 
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ment, in the proper time, instead of befog 
left at the mercy of prize agents. Against 
the principle of the bill he was confident 
there could not be, nor did he understand 
that any objection was likely to arise; but 
he trusted, that the circumstance of the pre¬ 
sent Admiralty Board not having had time, 
in the multiplicity of their concerns, to come 
to any decision upon the bill, would not be 
allowed to operate with the house, as a rea¬ 
son for further delaying, beyond this day, 
the second reading, which would acknow¬ 
ledge the principle at least. But if the govt 
would even pledge itself to support the bill 
in the next session, it would afford high sa- * 
tisfaction to his mind, and render him the 
less anxious about pressing it forward at so 
late a period as the present. 

Mr. Pitt said, that his hon. friend, in nam¬ 
ing a particular day for the second reading of 
the bill, which, for the reasons he had as¬ 
signed, he thought more, eligible than the 
present, ought fairly to be understood giv¬ 
ing a proof of his intention to go on that day 
into the discussion : but, really, upon look¬ 
ing into the bill, it wa9 found to contain 
many points so extremely knotty, and so 
likely to excite much difference of opinion 
in the detail, that the Board of Admiralty, 
in the multiplicity of important concern^ 
which had pressed upon them since their ac¬ 
cession to office, had not time to give it the 
necessary delibefation, so as to make up their 
minds on the bill. His Majesty’s govt, 
would, therefore, give no pledge upon the 
subject one way or the other: they would 
not content themselves with saying the prin¬ 
ciple Avas a good one, and therefore pass the 
bill without examination or comment. They 
did not chose to amuse the house with empty 
word** or pledge themselves to the adopiion 
of a measure without 1 examination or altera¬ 
tion ; nor did he think the matter so very 
pressing, after so long a delay as it had al¬ 
ready experienced, to defer it only for a few 
clays longer. This species of argument, he 
was sure, had little chance of being satisfac¬ 
tory to the hon. gent, who spoke last, and 
who, notwithstanding the delay the bill had 
already experienced under his auspices, was 
ready to defer it till next session. But it was 
pretty extraordinary that though the bill was 
alleged to be founded upon a repoi t so re¬ 
mote as the month of July last, and the.bill 
brought forward so early as last February, 
the h(m.*geot > who thought it now so ur- 
.gently necessary, did not take a much earlier 
opportunity, when he might have so done, 
•to press it forward with,more expedition. 

Mr. Johnstone could not but disagree, wnh 
both the right hon. gentlenaeb ’who "poke 






last) asthe foriper had procrastinated for so 
many months the progress of a measure 
^hich he seemed to think so pressing, and 
the latter and his colleagues had had full 
tiefoe enough' since their accession to power 
th investigate the subject; and also; as it was 
understood from the secretary of the tieasury 
on the test day this order was postponed, that 
the second reading should take place this 
day. Upon the principle and detail of the 
bill before the house, the hon. member re¬ 
served the declaration of his sentiments till 
another opportunity, of which he should 
avail himself, to shew that much complaint 
connected with this subject lay against the 
Court of Appeals, whose conduct was a re- 
proach to the administration of justice in this 
country. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne denied that he had 
given anything like a pledge, that the busi¬ 
ness should conpe on this day* when he re¬ 
quested it might be postponed, his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Pitt) had not at that time taken 
his seat, and he certainly did not mean to 
'give any pledge that was to govern his con*- 
duct. Business of importance pressed at 
this moment on the Admiralty Board $ and 
as it was impossible for them to decide upon 
a measure which went to establish another 
Board, they wished to put off the the consi¬ 
deration of it for some time longer. 

Mr. R. JVard thought the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Addington) would fiftd himself mista¬ 
ken in supposing that no member could ob¬ 
ject to the principle of this bill. For his own 
part, he thought it very objectionable. It 
proposed to introduce a new code quite dif¬ 
ferent from that which has existed since 
the reign of Queen Anne, and to erect a 
new office under the direction of the Board 
of Admiralty, with salaries of cf 6,000 a year. 
Every man in the navy, below the rank of 
captain, was also to be deprived of the right 
of nominating his own agent $ apd that con¬ 
trol over the proceeds of prize money while 
an appeal was pending, which seamen now 
had in consequence of a late act, was to be 
done away.—After a few words from Capt. 
Markham and Dr. Laurence, the second 
leading of the bill was postponed till Tues¬ 
day seWight. 

[Slave Trade.]-—M r. JVilbcrfme mov¬ 
ed the order of the day for the second read¬ 
ing of the bill for the abolition of the slave 
trade, 

Mr. Foster intreated the {toft, member to 
allow precedence to another order of the da^ 
for going into a committee on the pqtUion of 
the Irish linen manufacturers, as it Was updh 
* subject of the most pressing importance, 
involving the interests of the Staple commo¬ 


dity of Ireland, and upon which the petition 
of all the linen manufacturers and merchants 
in Ireland, were before the house j besides, 
the Irish great linen market at Dublin was 
to be from the middle to the end of the 
month, and all the great orders for exporta¬ 
tion remained pending the decisions of the 
home upon the subject ♦ 

Mr. IFilbtrfcrce said, it was possible to ac¬ 
commodate both \ for as the debate upon the 
slave trade bill might take place in a future 
stage, namely, on the motion for the speak¬ 
er’s leaving the chair, previously to going 
into a committee, all tbit he meant to press 
that evening was, merely the second reading 
of the bill, and the hearing of counsel and 
eiamination of evidence. 

Earl Temple said, that as the mail for the 
West Indies was to depart this night, he 
could not consent to suffer the anxiety which 
the planters must feel upon this subject, to 
be aggravated by hearing that a bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade was allowed to 
be read a,second time without any observa- 

M on against it. 

fPPMr. Pitt said, that however important 
the noble lord might conceive it to be, that 
the West India mail of this night should 
carry with it the decision of the house upon 
this question, he feared if the house should 
even go into a debate upon the bill, that the 
mail would have taken its departure before 
the house would have formed its decision. 
He was, therefore, for acceding to the pro¬ 
position of Mr. Wilberforce, as the day on 
which counsel were to be heard on bills v . 
however important, did not happen to be 
days of lull attendance, and as it would be 
too late an hour to go into debate, after evi* 

* dence should have been gone through, and 
the arguments of counsel concluded. 

bir Lawrence Parsons thought the subject 
of the slave trade abolition was, under ex¬ 
isting circumstances, a new subject to most 
of the members of that house, in the year 
I79f> a bill had passed that house for abo¬ 
lishing the African slave trade after a limit¬ 
ed period} but then it was upon a principle 
agreed on, that in the interim measures 
should be taken for increasing the native po¬ 
pulation of the West India islands. Was 
the house, then, prepared to proceed with a 
bill of this magnitude, without inquiring 
what progress had been made in this respect ? 

A correspondence of considerable length had 
taken place between (he sec, of state and the 
West India govt, upon thiw subject, the pa¬ 
pers upon which were now lying on the ta¬ 
ble. He was confident that not ten, or even 
five, members of the house had read thebe 
1 apert. He was even sure the lion, mem- 
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bor who introduced the bill had not read 
them i he, therefore, hoped the house vfould 
not be precipitated to a decision upon a sub* 
jecl which ckxupied 70 millions of capital, 
which produced 2 millions of revenue, which 
brought to the couutry 8 millions of pro* 
duce, and enabled us lo export 4 millions of 
produce, until those papers were printed , 
and time allowed to members for due consi¬ 
deration. He was as much an advocate for 
the abolition of the slave trade as any mem¬ 
ber of the house, nevertheless, lie wished 
the house to proceed with deliberation, and 
not in its furor lo promote the purposes of 
humanity to wart Is the West India slaves, to 
defeat those purposes. 

Mr. IFilberforce stated, that he had read 
the papers alluded to by the lion, hart., and 
would have thought himself culpable not to 
look over documents which had now been 
above a month on the table, and which Were 
so intimately connected with a subject in 
which he felt such a particular interest. 

Mr. DL kens on said, that the petition of the 
West India merchants had only been receivJJf 
ed the day before, and that, therefore, suffi¬ 
cient time had not been given to members to 
turn their, minds to the subject. He then 
moved, that instead of the word “ now,” 
the words “ this day sennight” should be 
substituted. 

Mr. Rose said, that a pamphlet had been 
just published, and had very widely circu¬ 
lated, which he knew hud produced a strong 
impression upon the minds of the members 
of that house (we understood the right lion, 
gent, to allude to a pamphlet entitled, t( A j 
concise View of the Question regarding the > 
Slave Trade.”) This impression was such, j 
that he wished the house to decline coming 
to any immediate decision upon (life impor¬ 
tant bill. 

Mr. IVilbcrforcg, thought, that as the house 
had determined on the second reading of the 
bill for that evening, no sort of objection 
could be rationally taken to it on the ground 
of surprise. Those who opposed the mea¬ 
sure were perfectly attentive to their own in¬ 
terests. He had seen the counsel in his way 
to the house, whose habits of industry and 
attention were, he was sure, sufficient to 
bring them before the house perfectly pre¬ 
pared for the question, As to the pamphlet 
alluded 16 , he had read it with great pleasure 
and approbation, but he could not see what 
improper effect it could have. Was the house 
to be supposed to be taken captive by that 
book, so as to require another week to enable 
them to recover their judgment ? 

Mr .Fuller opposed the bill. It was by 
meddling with the colonies in tins way that 
Vot. II, 


the French broke down their Vnonarchy. 33jy 
the operation of this measure persons were* 
about to be plundered of one of the finest 
propei ties under the canopy of heaven, in 
order to gratify ill-designing men in this 
country. 

Sir IF. Young spoke -in favour of further 
delay It was no content of parties for vic¬ 
tory s sake, but a question on which depend* 
ed the fate of the empire. k 

Lord Castleteagh thought that the great 
mass of information on the table should have 
been printed for the advantage of the mem¬ 
bers of that house. He could not come pro¬ 
perly to the discussion without a knowledge, 
of the details. He was a friend to the abo¬ 
lition, but in looking to that object he dif¬ 
fered widely from the mode proposed by his 
lion, friend. The house, on former occasions, 
in loting for abolition, had always in view 
abolition with regulation, bift abolition with- 
out regulation had been always rejected. His 
hon. friend, he was well assured, proceeded 
on the principles of a benevolent and virtu- * 
ous mind j but the experience of former pro¬ 
positions, both in this and the other house* 
sufficed to shew that he had not, in the pre¬ 
sent instance, taken the most prudent and 
discreet line. 

Mr. Foster said he was a friend to the abo¬ 
lition of the slave trade, and would support 
the present bill. His motive, in wishing to 
put it off, was in order that the question of 
the Irish linen trade might come oh first. 

But as the debate now stood, he would bring 
on that business to-morrow. . 

Mr. Dennis Browne said, \r: was a friend 
to the principle of the bill; but, before he 
voted for it, he wished lor further informa¬ 
tion.—A division then took place; when 
there appeared, for the second rtading of 
the bill this day 74 . For postponing it 66. 

—When strangers were re-admitted into 
the gallery, 

Sir A/C Young was opposing the second 
reading of the bill. He condemned the 
hasty manner in which the hon. gent, was 
proceeding to push this bilh He thought 
much more time ought to be given for the 
serious consideration of a measure of such 
vast importance, not only to our West-Indm 
islands;, but to the great body of merchants 
in this country, engaged in the trade to 
Africa. He contended, that the passing of a 
measure, Jike the present, was nothing less 
than*a proscription of the colonists of the * 
Wcst-JhuUes, and an unjusiifiabb* attack, upon 
Iheir property. He himself, he stated* was 
a member of the $pciet> ? which had done so 
much towards exploring the interior of 
Africa; but he never heard, ti l Wednesday 
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lasf, of tbe bigtt state of civilization in which Mr. Francis rose to speak to order. He 
the Africans were, He observed, that the concaved, that -when an amendment was 

Africans were> accustomed to slavery in their negatived, it was the rule of the house, or 

o$rn Country, and the taking them to an* at lea 4 the custom, thattheoriginalques- 

olher quarter of the globe, was therefore-no tion should be carried without further de- 

great hardship* He advened to our reve- bate. A number of gentlemen having gone 

Hue from the West-Indies, and the great Away in this persuasion , it appeared, us if 

advantage which the empire derived from the opposers of the bill took advantage of 
the colonies, all which benefits would bo lost the accident to overset the declaration of the 
if this measure were to succeed. house in its favour. lie wished to know. 

Sir H. Milhank thought that the delay of whether, if the question for the second 
carrying the abolition into effect, after the reading of the bill now,was negatived, the 
house had so long since decidedly come to bill would be lost for the session. If it 
a resolution for that purpose* was much would, the loss of it would be effected by an 
more likely to create a revolt than the pass- unworthy artifice. 

ing of the present bill. The cultivation of - The Speaker stated, that it was only in 
the islands might be enniedon fully by pro- the case of an amendment by the previous 
moling the increase of the present negroes, question, that the rejection of the amend- 
and by the aid of horses, asses, or ma-‘ ment precluded further debate on the origi- 
chines. ' nal motion. If the question for the second 

Mr. Willtavi Smith said, it was not a reading of the bill now were negatived, it 
hasty measure, for it had been before the would be bpeu to any gent, to renew that 
house for 12 years. The parallel with the motion on any other day in the course of the 
negroes of St. Domingo did not hold. It present session. 

was not surprising if these did not spare j Mr. Grinsell thought that the bill should 
for if ever any thing was more disgraceful to pass on every ground of humanity, justice, 
human nature than ordinary, it was the and policy. 

conduct of the French settlers in St. Do- Sir John Newport supported the bill. lie 
mingo. The conduct of the govt., or of Us denied, that the improvement of the con- 
agents, was such, that it might provoke not dition of the negroes by their removal to 
only uncivilized negroes, but the most pa- onr colonies, if it were even real, was any 
lient of Christians to retaliate. But the excuse for taking them away from their own 
Africans were slaves in their own country*— country. He maintained, that the const- 
true, but it was a patriarchal slavery, and deration of revenue, trade, and navigation, 

even if those things were to be affected, 
should have no weight when put in compe¬ 
tition with justice and humanity. It was a 
traffic which had its foundation in injustice 
and in blood, and against such an abomina¬ 
ble article of commerce, he would ever raise 
his voic<?: Jiatjustitia ru(it caelum. 

Earl Temple said, that if the question 
were now whether the slave trade should 
commence, he, for one, should be against 
it decidedly 5 but the question was, to what 
degree we were to consult the interest of the 
colonies, to preserve, which the faith of 
parliament was pledgedand, as to the 
ground of humanity, he contended; that un¬ 
less the bon. gent, who brought this mea¬ 
sure forward could give security that the 
rest of Europe would not take this trade 
up^ when we should drop it, the purpose of 
humanity would be so far from being an¬ 
swered, that it would be defeated, by our 
putting out of our control that power 
which we used with moderation, and giving 
it to others. Who would exercise it with 
cruelty. Another great point to be consi¬ 
dered was, whtft would be the situation*of 
the whiles in the W^t Indies, if this trade 


as different from ours as day from night. 
He contended that policy, no less than hu¬ 
manity, called for this measure; but, at auy 
rate, those who argued against its policy, 
ought first to have shewn that the slave 
trade was reconcilable to the rules of 
justice. 

Sir John Wrottcsley considered the bill as 
founded upon correct notions of humanity, 
but he did not perfectly concur in the mode 
of proceeding. 

Mr. Charles Brooke expressed himself in 
favour of the motion. He mentioned one 
estate in Jamaica, within his own know* 
ledge, pn which not a single negro had been 
purchased since 1794,* at that time, the 
slaves bn it amounted to 368 , and they were 
now j which clearly proved, that suf¬ 
ficient numbers might be raised, if proper 
care was tak^^mthout fresh importations. 
It hadnegroes cou^d be im- 
Por^fepps expense than they couffli 

m *£ ht * he behoved,, fip the 
«|»le was well convinced, the iabout 
I^Bpkhegroes waS not so valuable as that 


ipse raised in the country 5 and, as 
|ho would support Jhe present bill, 
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was abolished ? Did the hon. gent, mean 
the emancipation of* the negroes in the West- 
Indies to follow this abolition of the African 
trade ? If he did, let him say so at once ; 
this would be telling the slaves in the West- 
Indies, that they were the only slaves upon 
earth ; that their brothers in Africa were to 
be free in future, and they alone were to be 
slaves. This, he apprehended, would be 
sealing the death warrant of every white 
man injhe West-India islands and planta¬ 
tions. 'Another point was, how far the 
house was justified in putting an end to a 
trade in this island, after it had encouraged 
the produce of certain commodities there, 
depending upon the trade, and altering the 
comae in which so much money was vest¬ 
ed ? or in other words, how far we were 
justified in breaking our contract ? These 
were the general grounds oir which he op¬ 
posed the second reading of this bill; but 
most emphatically, he said, he opposed it, 
because he believed the moment this bill 
was past, the death warrant of every white 
man in the West-Indies would be sealed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer .—Sir, 
the arguments of my noble friend, if they 
succeeded, would not only prevent the se¬ 
cond reading of this bill now, but prevent 
any farther progress in the measure at any 
future period. 1 have stated, that it did not 
appear to me that much would be advanced 
upon this subject ; but my noble friend has 
convinced me of my error, for he has said 
something new upon it, and not only new, 
but extraordinary ; because it is extra¬ 
ordinary, that a man of my noble friend's 
understanding, BhouJd, upon the ground of 
humanity, use such arguments. From his 
desite to spare the effusion of human blood; 
from his eagerness to spare the lives of hu¬ 
man beings; nay, from his desire to con¬ 
sult the feelings of the negroes in theWest- 
Indies; from compassion and charity to¬ 
wards them, it is extraordinary, indeed, 
that he should insist on the continuance of 
this traffic. This is the way in which my 
noble friend would sooth and assuage the 
fury of the negroes by telling them, that not 
only they shall continue in slavery, but the 
whole of their progeny, spread over a vast 
quarter of the earth, are to be doomed to 
be the sacrifice of this horrid traffic to all 
eternity. I own, if any thing ^ught to 
surprise md after what I have heard in 
support of this trade, this species of ar¬ 
gument might do so j but what has given 
my noble friend the confidence to use this 
argument is that which has frequently 
been urged by those who oppose the abo¬ 
lition that the negroes in the West-Indies 


are to be emancipated ; and my noble friend 
thought he collected an answer, but it war 
not so intended, by the supporters of thisi 
bill. He then gave way to nis effusions of 
humanity, and desires us to consider the 
state of the feelings of the negroes in the 
West-Indies, when they were to be told, 
they were do be the only slaves in the 
world. Now, I never heard it said by the 
advocates tor the abolition, that the eman¬ 
cipation would be immediate; that, has 
always been stated as the consequence of 
the abolition by its opponents, and as con¬ 
stantly disclaimed by its friends. — Here 
Mr. Pitt proceeded to observe, that no 
man who had considered the subject well, 
lud any thought of the emancipation of 
the negroes in the West-Indies, but that 
it was considered as one of the numerous 
good effects of the abolition of the African 
trade, that it would ameliorate the con¬ 
dition of the negroes in the West-Indies, 
and bring them forward into that state of 
improvement that might fit them for a con¬ 
dition of much less rigour than they are 
compelled of necessity to endure now ; 
because when it was known that a stop 
was put to this inhuman, though lawful 
traffic, not only compassion to them, but 
the immediate interest of the planters, 
would lead them to take better care of the 
stock they had, since they could not re¬ 
plenish it; and then the hitherto harassed 
and oppressed negro may be comprised in 
the list of those who enjoy comforts allow¬ 
ed in general to the rest of the human 
race ; and he had always thought it a fun¬ 
damental error in those who opposed the 
abolition, to think that either the eman¬ 
cipation of the negroes in the West-Indies 
would be the immediate effect of the abo¬ 
lition, or that it would not be accomplished 
at all, with safety, until the negroes in the 
West Indies were fit for emancipation 5 
when, in truth, an improvement in their 
condition would be one of the many good 
effects, and necessarily so, of the aboli¬ 
tion, and which could nevert be produced 
without it. He then proceeded to “shew, that 
it was for the interest of the planters them¬ 
selves, and for the benefit of all the islands; 
and those who look at the subject with re* 
ierence to the principles of general philo* 
sopby, wUild most readily admit that the 
system of restraint was as bnprofitable as it 
#ras *odious; that the labour of a man VvhO 
Was conscious of freedom, was much more 
Valuable than’ of him who felt he was a slave 5 
that he who was conscious be Was free, was 
touch more likely to improve than he who 
felt himself in bondage. Thus, he Would 
M m* 2 
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venture to say, that, if the slave trade 
Virere abolished, there would be an end of 
that r state of alarm * for >4 said he, alarm 
there is for the safety of the lives and pro¬ 
perties of the planters and proprietors of 
negroes in the West-Indics. There would 
then be a cure for the fever which has 
agitated the spirits, and disturbed the un¬ 
derstanding of many persons, and made 
them blind to their true interests, when 
they have been considering this subject ; 
for so they cetainly were, when telling us, 
as they have year after year, that the state 
of the negroes is such, that we ought not 
to agitate the question of the .abolition of 
the African slave trade, lest the misunder¬ 
standing of it should deluge the islands in 
blood. And what is the conclusion they 
draw from this ? Why, the noble lord, who, 
if the trade were now to begin, tells you he 
would oppose *it, tells you, at the same 
moment, that it must continue, and con¬ 
tinue for ever ; for so it must, upon the 
principle on which he supports it, and that 
for the safety of the West-India islands. 
Now, I appeal to every gent, in the trade, 
whether, by the importation of slaves, since 
the year 179a to the present time, their pro- 

K , I mean the original property cm- 
;d in this trade, has been improved ? 
Or whether the whole of the importatiop 
since that time has not been for the sake of 
employing capital in the cultivation of new 
land in rivalship to the old property in the 
slave trade ? Whether new colonies have 
not arisen to rival the old ones ? And 
then I would ask the same gentlemen, 
what they think of the increased danger 
to the islands by that great and sudden in¬ 
crease of black population, and this at a 
time too the most critical, after the planters 
have been, year after year, applying, as 
they are doing now, for the interference of 
govt, in their behalf, on account of having 
produced more sugar than they can find pur¬ 
chasers for all over the world ? To continue 
this traffiic would be to continue these evils 
and to increase this danger. My noble 
friend says, that the abolition of this trade, 
would seal the death warrant of every 
white person in the West-Indies, I say 
that the death warrant would be the con¬ 
tinuance of the traffic. .1 would ask a% 
man, who understands this sufypet, what 
he would expect ip be the resujt of that 
continuance for ten years? A* 1° thftba^ 
which the abolition would hav$ upon 
SP'minds and feelings of the negroes them* 

; my noble frfcnd could hardly be se* 

MplV when he said* the,effects would be 
He supposed, that upon the 


abolition of the African slave trade, the 
negroes in the West-Indies are to be told, 
“ you are to be the only slaves in the 
world ; the rest of your countrymen are 
to have freedom, and all the happiness 
which freemen enjoy in human society ; 
they are to have all the comforts of indulg¬ 
ing their attachment to their native soil* of 
giving entire sway to their partiality for 
their old habits, and they will be happy, 
provided they are not liable to the unnatural 
intrusion of others." The noble lord sup¬ 
posed, that this is to be said to the negroes 
in the West-Indies on the abolition of the 
slave trade. Now, how does tins tally 
with what we have been told by every op- 
poser of the abolition, that the negroes 
themselves in Africa were interested in the 
continuance of the slave trade, for that 
they were, when slaves under us in the 
West-Indies, in a state of happiness com¬ 
pared with that of their native country, 
where torture and death would be the 
consequence, if we were not so kind to 
them as to draw them into a state of sla¬ 
very ? It is impossible for such an argu- 
ment as this to have any weight. I would, 
therefore, intreat those who oppose this 
measuie, to consider the dangers with 
which the West-India islands have been 
threatened.—The Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer next adverted to the situation of 
St. Domingo, and shewed, that nothing 
was so dangerous as the influence of jaco- 
binical emissaries on the African negroes. 
He said, no other nation but England, from 
its capital, and its hostile and commercial 
marine, could continue the slave trade; 
and lie concluded with asserting, that this 
was tlie most fortunate time at which the 
humanity of this country could be exer¬ 
cised for the annihilation of this nefarious 
system. There never before occurred such 
an opportunity as now offers for the accom¬ 
plishment of this acknowledged desiiable 
purpose, and which perhaps, if we neglect 
it, may never occur again. 

Dr. Laurence paid a just tribute of praise 
to the declamatory powers of the right 
hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer. He, 
however, differed from him |n opinion 
as to the propriety of the bill before the 
house. The condition of slavery he thought 
bad in ajiy country or with respect to any 
description of human beings, However, 
be could not think that the mode now 
adopted for doing away that state of slavery 
was as efficient to the purpose as the other. 
The hon, and learned gent, argued,; that 
those who contended for the abolition ol 

the s|avs traeje* must also Cpptepd far thfi 



553 ] PARL. DEBATES, Jen* 

emancipation of the slaves, and the aboli¬ 
tion of slavery itself in any part of the 
dominions of this country. He would not 
say, that it was just to impose the condition 
of slavery on any man ; but he maintain¬ 
ed, that the mode now proposed to remedy 
the evil was neither just nor effectual. In 
the course of his speech he slated that Mr. 
Burke had reprobated the attempt to abolish 
slavery. 

The Attorney •General lamented, that with 
all the lion, and learned gentleman’s anxiety 
for the abolition of any state of slavery, he 
neither could bring his mind to agree to 
the measure now before the house, nor yet to 
bring forward any new proposition for that 
purpose. He, however, covered himself 
in general terms with a recommendation of 
“ the other mode,” as if it was so generally 
known that there was no necessity to de¬ 
fine it, although that mode had never before 
been heard of, or at least he had never 
had the happiness to be present when it 
was described. — He exposed his senti¬ 
ments on the policy of the present measure, 
and lamented that it had not been adopted 
when it was moved for in the year 1788, 
being convinced, that the situation of the 
islands and (heir inhabitants would, in that 
case, have been in much more security. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that it was in vain 
to argue whether or not the question was a 
matter of humanity, but to consider the 
practicability of it. It was not proper for 
the house to be carried away by the elo¬ 
quence to which such a question might give 
rise. To proceed upon the system of pro¬ 
hibition was absurd in that house, while we 
had so many instances of its being rejected 
in the upper house. It was impossible for 
any one nation to put an end to that evil, 
because it was only a signal for other nations 
to take the lead in the importation of slaves, 
and the peculiar war in which we were en¬ 
gaged, rendered our squadrons not so capa¬ 
ble of preventing a contraband trade as it 
might do in times of peace. The measure 
upon the whole would do more harm 
than good, and the state of St. Domingo did 
not alter his opinion upon the subject* He 
had alwaytilooked to the West Indies with 
serious apprehensions, as being a channel 
whiclt exposed us to all the calamities of 
war, of climate, and Of dangers arising from 
the discussion of this question of rational hu¬ 
manity. There" was, however, no other 
mode to combat these evils, but to find some 
mod© in which other nations would co-ope¬ 
rate with us, for without such co-operation, 
dny attempt on our part to attain such ob- 
jjsyfc was only misleading ourselves. The 
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demand for colonial produce was daily |rft 
creasing, and would continue to do so. fa 
the end we should only find that we had de¬ 
prived ourselves of the means of accomplish¬ 
ing our object, and that the evil must sub¬ 
sist till terminated by other means. He 
would wish the trade to exist in favour of 
the commercial interest of our country, in* 
stead of thus being thrown into the hands of 
Denmark, Spain, or any other country in 
Europe. There might be some methods 
taken to increase the population of the coun¬ 
try ; and such a subject was a very proper 
consideration for a committee of the house. 
Supposing that a duty of iOl. was to be laid 
upon each male slave, and 5 l. upon every 
female, it might be calculated to produce 
about 140 , 00 () 1 . which sum might be applied 
judiciously towards the encouragement of 
the population of the Wes tjn dies, and he 
was convinced there could be no plan more 
congenial to the feelings of our Sovereign, 
or more consistent with the genuine dictates 
of humanity. If the master was to be taken 
up by other countries, the West-Indians, by 
adopting any other plan, would be acting 
contrary to human feelings, at the same 
time that they would be injuring their in¬ 
terests. 

Mr. Fox said, that the noble lord hsyd al¬ 
luded to the question of practicability in a 
manner which he could not understand. It 
was not, however, a question which was 
new 5 and as to the regularity of alluding to 
what had passed, or might yet pass, in ano¬ 
ther house, he confessed that it was un¬ 
doubtedly true, that bills of regulation had 
been there thrown out j but that single cir¬ 
cumstance did not argue that a different re¬ 
sult might not happen on the present occasion, 
or that we might not yet have the chance of 
the coalition of that house, because it had 
undergone changes in every respect. Was 
there not a reverend bericli of bishops there 
who had in general shown that they under¬ 
stood the true principles of religion/ and 
were consequently disposed to leave, as it 
were, the question of practicability behind ? 
It had already been proved that, in propos¬ 
ing the abolition of the slave trade, we never 
could have thO cordial consent of the West 
India planters. In the year 1797, an hon, 
member of that house had proposed a re¬ 
commendation to the King, in order to pro¬ 
mote^ purpose similar to the present bill. 
That motion had been carried, and he would 
now wish to learn what had yet been done 
toward* the abolition of# that illegal traffic ? 
There had been neither abolition, diminu¬ 
tion, rior regulation adopted* tending to that 
desiraW* end,. If there had been any thing 
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done in consequence of such proposal, the 
country would have had occasion to have 
boasted of it at this day. The only ques¬ 
tion that now remained For consideration 
Was, whether we could or could not abolish 
* It, and it was extraordinary to hear the ar¬ 
guments against it. Could not the Parlia¬ 
ment of G. Britain prohibit the subjects of 
this country from carrying on* any trade 
whatever, and why should it be said that 
they could not do so in the present instance ? 
If it could not do so, it was no govt, at all. 
The noble lord seemed to argue from reli¬ 
gious principles which he (Mr. F.) could 
Hot understand. He had heard of some ex¬ 
traordinary instances of the wonderful ef¬ 
fects of religious influence upon somepeo* 
ple*« minds; and he could mention one in 
the case of the late Mr. Cowper, the poet, 
who, during a^considerable part of hivS life, 
Was deprived of his senses, and was trou¬ 
bled with ideas the most horrible in human 
nature, conceiving that ihte Governor of the 
universe had marked him' out for eternal 
perdition, and therefore he thought it Was 
incumbent upon him not to lift up his 
hands, or offer a prayer* for his salvation. 
How far such a case might apply in the 
present instance, he would leave it for the 
house to determine. We were thus going 
on from day to day, violating all the laws of 
humanity and every principle of justice, and 
saying, that it was not us alone, but all the * 
nations of the world, who were doing so. 
The slave trade was to be considered in the 
present instance a British trade, and no other, 
and therefor® it depended on ourselves to 
obviate it, and adopt what means we chose 
to meet the effects of a contraband trade. 
The description of the African trade, as 
given by Mr. Park, was well worth the at¬ 
tention of the house. That gent, had said, 
that in proportion as the districts of that 
country were remote from the coasts, the 
slaves received better treatment. Was it to 
be said that, because we were not bound to 
go like knights erranl to Af»ica, in order to 
relieve these slaves, that we were entitled to 
go and add to their oppression*?> Supposing 
that the slaves, when in their native country 
were guilty 4 of robbery and other crimes, 
was there any thing binding upon us 14 go 
there, and act as the police officers of the 
King of p&bomy ? Let that King act as he 
pleased*fihere was surely no necessity for 
our performing the office of the most hath- 
.jttofindividual and becoming exectftionejs, 
other words. <6 act as the Jfapk Ketch 
■Me King of Dahomy. No person could 
Ipljr, that the situation of St. Domingo was 
and awful warning to tos not to 


increase the numbers of blacks over the 
whites on‘our colonial possessions. It was 
our duty to afford an example to other 
countries, and in five years hence we should 
find it adopted by those who had not thought 
proper to persevere in what they themselves 
had attempted. 

Mr. Windham admitted most readily the 
justice of the principle on which the aboli¬ 
tion was brought forward and supported, 
but saw many difficulties that might oc- 
cur in carrying the measure into execu¬ 
tion. He much doubted if it would not be 
productive of very serious consequences to 
the national prosperity. He adverted to the 
influence our example was supposed to have, 
and did not see that Ihe full effect of what 
had taken place in St. Domingo could be yet 
ascertained. He was against the abolition, 
on the ground tbit if this country were to 
give up ther fraefe ^together, we had no se¬ 
curity that other pdwers Would not continue 
the traffic. 

Sir Lawrence*Parsoyis said, he would wish 
to see some plan proposed for the gradual 
abolition of slavery, but disapproved of the 
present measure, as being highly prejudicial 
to the mercantile interest. 

Mr. Barham supported the bill. . He was 
formerly against it j but the order of things 
which had taken place in St. Domingo had 
brought us to a crisis, which must determine 
u$ now, either totally to abolish the trade, 
or to renounce for ever the design. 

Mr. Deverell said, he had been as sanguine 
an advocate for the abolition as the hon. 
mover of the bill; but an entire revisal of all 
the arguments had made him a convert to 
the contrary opinion. 

Mr. Whitbread thought it incumbent on 
him, as an ardent friend to the bill, to offer 
a few words in reply to an hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) oh the bench below him. He 
said he was a friend to the abolition of this 
disgraceful traffic, but he did not think him¬ 
self bound, on that account, to vote for the 
emancipation of the negroes in the -West 
India islands. That unfortunate description 
of men were not in a state fit either to com¬ 
prehend of to enjoy the blessings of rational 
freedom. With regard to the statement of 
the opposers of the bill, that it would involve 
the ruin of 70 millions of property, It was 
undeserving of credit ♦ for, he was persuad¬ 
ed, there was not one 70th of that capital 
embarked in what was properly called the 
slave tfade ; and he fully agreed with 
the right hon. the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer, that if there Was an end put to the 
trade to-m6rtow, the West India islands 
would not be less cultivated than they nbw 
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are. We had a dreadful example before 
our eyes in what had happened In St. Do- 
mingo; and he feared that the abolition, if 
it was even eariied at present, would come 
too late. Had the proposition originally 
made by the hon. mover of the bill been 
then adopted, the West India proprietors 
would not be placed ip the state of appre¬ 
hension and insecurity that they now are. 

Mr. i Fill erf or cc rose for the purpose of 
defending the memory of the late Mr.Jiurke 
from imputations which had 1 been tmwn 
upon it, from a quaitcr he should have little 
expected IJe would put it to the recollection 
of mahy persons now present, whether that 
great character did not declare in his place 
in that house, that he had long entertained 
some distinct ideas respecting the alleviation 
bf the miseries ot ilie negro slaves: but that 
since the house had, with such honour to 
itself, taken up the subject upon a more en¬ 
larged and liberal plan than he as an humble 
individual durst venture on, he would throw 
those ideas to the wind, as the magicians 
that we sometimes read of were said to throw 
their mystic leaves. He recollected also, 
that the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) 
who*now so strenuously opposed the mea¬ 
sure, when he rose to speak in that house on 
the first introduction of the measure, and 
Mr. Burke was then living, commenced that 
speech which delighted and astonished all 
who heard it, by declaring that he laboured 
under the same difficulty that a man would 
do who was called on to prove a self-evident 
proposition. He lamented, from the bottom 
of his soul, that the right hon. gent, had 
abandoned the cause of justice and humanity. 
He regretted that such high talents and vir¬ 
tues should have lent their great aid to the 
continuance of a traffic, not only dishonour¬ 
able but destructive to the nation. He could 
not help applying to him tfie couplet of our 
immortal poet: 

Who would not laugh, if such a man there beL? 

Who would not weep, it Atcicua were he ? 

He would not at that late hour answer any 
of what the supporters of the trade called ar¬ 
guments against the bill, but contend, that 
if once the progress of the trade were arrested 
in Africa, the situation of the negroes in the 
West Indies must be improved, and for this, 
the strongest of all reasons, that it Wobld be 
the interest of their masters to do so.» 

Mr. JVindbam shortly explained; and the 
question being called for, the house divided 
on the question of the secohd reading.*— 
Ayes 100, Noes 42—Majority 58.—The bill 
was then read a second time, and ordered to 
W committed on Tuesday next.—On the 
| question for calling in the counsel, a cbnver- 
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sation of some length ensued. The question* 
was carried in the affirmative : but Mr- 
Scarlet, on opening the business, pleaded ft 
want of pteparation on Ins own part and that 
of his colleagues. Their , further hearing 
was therefort postponed to the next stage of 
the bill, and the house adjourned at two 
o’clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. ‘ ‘ 

Friday , June 8, 1804. 

Counsel and evidence were’called to the 
bar respecting Tighes divorce bill, but the 
evidence then adduced, with respecj to the 
solemnization of ihe^ marriage, not being of 
that full, satisfactory, and technical nature 
required by their lordships, it was ordered, 
after some conversation on the subject be¬ 
tween the Lord Chancellor, Lords West¬ 
meath and Ellenborough, and the Bishop of 
Rochester, that the further consideration of 
the bill be postponed tili Tuesday se’nnight, 
to afford the petitioner an opportunity of 
bringing forward the required evidence, &c. 
—The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their several stages ; after which their 
lordships made considerable progress in hear- 
ingevidence respecting the Aylesbury elec¬ 
tion bill. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS* 

Friday, June 8, 180-1. 

[Minutes.] —Petitions were presented 
from the prisoners confined for debt in the 
prisons of Carlisle, Nottingham, and Bever* 
ley. Ordered to lie upon the table.—Mr. 
Dent moved, that the several petitioners 
against the slave trade abolition bill be heard 
by themselves or their counsel, on the report 
of the said bill. Ordered.—Mr. H. Adding* 
ton said, that on account of a material in¬ 
formality in'/bne of the clauses of the cotton 
manufacturers bill, he begged the house 
would allow him to withdraw it, and bring 
in another in its room, which should be 
j strictly conformable to fbe resolution. Leave 
i given. The right hon. gent, tiled Obtained 
leave to bring in the new bill, which he 
brought in accordingly. Read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time 
on Monday* and to be printed.—On the 
motion of Mr. Coke, the report of the com^ 
fnittce on t&e corn bill, was ordered to be 
re-eoaynitted to the same committee —Mr. 
J aches Fitzgerald brought in a bill fdt 
attending the election act for Iceland, which 
was read a first tibie, ancLordered'to be f&jc! 

I a second time on Monday sen bight, and 
pribted.—On the motion of Mr, Lasceltes> 

the second tcadtag bf * the clothiers »bift was 

i % 
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fixed for Monday next.—Mr. Dent moved, 
that there be laid before the house, an ac¬ 
count of ail the West India produce import¬ 
ed into Great Britain, from the 1 st of Jan. 

, 4803, to the latest period to which it could 
the made up; distinguishing the nature and 
?alue of such produce. Ordered.—On the 
motion of Mr. C. Dundas, the committee on 
the misdemeanour bill, was deferred till 
Monday, for the purpose of proposing some 
new clauses.—Sir L. Parsons moved, that 
the papers presented on the 7th of May, re¬ 
specting the slave trade, be printed. Or¬ 
dered.—Sir W. Elford, after alluding to a 
motion of which he had given notice, but 
which, from various reasons, he had been 
prevented from bringing forward, respecting 
rhe conduct of the late board of admiralty, 
wished now to withdraw that motion; be¬ 
cause the first qbject which it had in view, 
viz. the removal of the minister who pre¬ 
sided in that department, had already been 
obtained, and he now only wished that jus¬ 
tice would be done to the individuals who 
had suffered from that conduct*. That jus¬ 
tice would be done them, he readily expect¬ 
ed from the liberality and clemency of the 
noble lord who now presided in the same de¬ 
partment. Should he, however, be disap¬ 
pointed in that expectation, which he could 
not well bring himself to believe, he reserv¬ 
ed to himself the right of again resuming his 
motion until the latter object of it was ac¬ 
complished.—Mr. J. Fitzgerald rose to move 
for several documents; among others, a re¬ 
turn of the names of the commissioners who 
had been appointed to inquire what compen¬ 
sation had been made for those boroughs in 
Ireland which have ceased since the ynion 
to return any members to parliament. Sir J. 
Wrottesley suggested to the lion. gent, that 
*there were none of the ministers present who 
were more particularly connected with the 
govt, of Ireland, and begged leave to re¬ 
mind him, that it was the pretty general 
practice of the house to give notice of such 
motipns. Mr. J. Fitzgerald readily acqui¬ 
esced in the suggestion, and gave notice, 
that on Monday next he should bring for¬ 
ward a motion to the same effect. — Mr. 
Rose, in allusion to a notice which he had 
given yesterday, said, that an hon, member 
of that house had accepted the reversion of 
an office^ the duchy of Lancaster, vi2. the 
place of : prothonotary in the common pleas 
In tbatd$ohy* and some doubt had ansen*in 
hiamlbdi whether on his accepting4hat of- 
jmi ' : t«e hon. meryber alluded to should va- 
Bphis seat, agreeably to the act of Queen 
■fee. He looked for precedents on the 
wnals, and he found some, where mein- 


, 1804.— filsk Linen Trade. [560 

bers, on accepting such offices, had actually 
vacated their seats; yet,as the: duchy of Lan¬ 
caster was separate from the crown, he did 
i not well see how the above act could ope- 
I rate in that case. To remove these doubts 
was the object of the motion which he wish • 

1 ed now to bring forward.—Mr. Banks ob¬ 
served, that the intended motion of the right 
hon. gent, seemed to involve a point of some 
delicacy and difficulty, and it was his opi¬ 
nion t^e house should not come to a precipi¬ 
tate and unprepared decision upon it. Tie, 
therefore, wished the motion might be post¬ 
poned to a future day.— Mr. Hose acqui¬ 
esced, and gave notice of a similar motion 
for Monday. 

[Iuish Linen Trade.]— Mr. Foster mov¬ 
ed the order of the day for the house to re¬ 
solve itself into a committee on the petitions 
from the linen manufacturers of Ireland, 
praying for a repeal of the duties lately im¬ 
posed on the export linen trade.—The house 
having gone into the committee, the right 
hon. gent, proceeded to state the ground of the 
different petitions. They prayed for the re¬ 
peal of ihe4j and 4 per cent, duty lately laid 
upon the export of Irish linen, which form¬ 
ed the staple commodity of Ireland, and on 
the export of which principally depended the 
prosperity of that country. That trade had, 
of late years, very considerably decreased; 
for since the year 1800, down to the last 
year, the export of Irish linen had decreased 
from -K) millions of yauls to 30T. This de¬ 
crease was greatly imputable to the tax; 
and in his mind, instead of the imposition 
of a new tax, a bounty should be granted on 
the export. Indeed a certain bounty had al¬ 
ready been granted; but that bounty was 
counteracted by the tax, which involved an 
evident inconsistency in the measure. In¬ 
stead, therefore, of a fresh duty being im¬ 
posed, 3n increased bounty should, in his 
opinion, be rather granted. He could assure 
the house that it was the sense and feeling 
of the people of Ireland to solicit no favour, 
but what might extend to the advantage of 
the empire at large, and that they did not 
wish to acquire any benefit in which all, 
every part of the empire, did not equally 
participate. Under that impression,’ lie 
moved the committee for leave to bring in a 
bill to exempt linen from all duties on ex¬ 
port, from all the ports of the united king¬ 
dom. 

Sir R. Peek observed, that cotton was ap¬ 
plied to the same put poses as linen ; per¬ 
haps, therefore, it might be well not to con¬ 
fine the indulgence now solicited to that 
branch only of our manufactures. Such a 
partial indulgence might have an unfavour- 
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able effect; perhaps, therefore, the house, 
at a future period, might feel it necessary ei¬ 
ther to put a check upon the indulgence now 
to be granted, of to grant a similar indul¬ 
gence'to the cotton branch. 

Sir J. Newport said there was a striking 
difference between the condition of the two 
manufactures, the one flourished, the other 
was rapidly decaying; was it, therefore, to 
burthen with increased taxes the branch that 
was on the decline ? 

Mr. Lee contended, that the cotton manu¬ 
factures had already beeu expressly exempt¬ 
ed. 

Sir R, Peeh said, that he seemed to be 
misunderstood by the hon. gent. He did 
not mean to discourage the present applica¬ 
tion lie confessed that the linen trade was 
more depressed than the cotton; he, there¬ 
fore, at present, a^ked no indulgence for the 
latter. 

Mr. Foster complimented the worthy ba¬ 
ronet on his liberality, and expressed his 
earnest wish ihat the two countries might 
meet each other in the foreign markets not 
as rivals, but as mutual friends. The only 
race which he was anxious to see Ireland 
run with Great Britain, was the race of li¬ 
berality. 

Mr. Dawson directed the attention of the 
house to the impolicy of the tax, I he inju li¬ 
ons effects of which were already so visible, 
and he trusted his right hon. friend who 
had brought forward the business, and who 
was now in power, would use that power 
for the protection and bcnelit of that trade 
on which the prosperity of Ireland almost 
solely depended. He did not, however, ob¬ 
serve, tlut he had vacated his seat on accept¬ 
ing his high office. 

Mr. Foster said, there was no ground for 
his vacating his scat, and if he had vacated 
it, he could not now be present. 

Mr. Ormsby said, he should be always vigi¬ 
lant to see that no violation was made in the 
spirit of the articles of the union as they re¬ 
lated to the mutual commercial advantages 
of the two countries; and he rejoiced to see 
that in the present instance that spirit was 
faithfully adhered to.—The motion was put 
and agreed to; the report of the com¬ 
mittee was then received, and a bill ordered 
4o b» brought in pursuant to the resolution. 

(Slave Trade/} —-Mr, Fuller begged 
leave to ask the right hon. the chancellor of 
the exchequer, whether he would agree to 
a motion for an address to his Majesty, pray¬ 
ing for directions to be given, that there be 
laid before the bouse copies,* it any, of a 
treaty said to have been altered into between 
Gen. Dessalines,, of St. Duningo, and Mr. 

Vol.IL 


Corbett, of Jamaica; in which treaty it was 
to be stipulated, that the govt of Sf Do¬ 
mingo might import slaves from Africa. , 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed*, 
that he was not yet prepared to give an ex¬ 
plicit answer to that question. He felt, 
however, no hesitation in saying,' that he 
understood an overture to that effect had 
bren made by the govt, of St. Domingo; 
and he believed the fact, that a stipulation 
was proposed for leave to import negroes 
Mr. Fuller said, ihat the right hon. gent, 
had given him ihe whole of the information 
which he was anxious to obtain. 

[Additional Force Bill.]—' The Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day to be now read for the second read¬ 
ing of the additional force bill. It wasac- 
atcordingly lead, and upon the question 
that the bill be now read a second time, 

Col. Cal craft rose to offer a few observa¬ 
tions upon the subject o? the bill. He 
owned that he felt some share of surprise, 
that since bis Majesty’s councils had received 
the additional aid of the right hon. gent., 
for he by no means considered the adminis¬ 
tration a new one, and after all the hou 7 e 
had heard from him before upon the sub¬ 
ject of the defence of the tealm, and all 
the eloquence he had displayed in reprobat¬ 
ing the inefficiency of those plans adopted 
by his predecessors, he did expect, now that 
he came ostensibly into office, to hear from 
him a plnn*fraught with all that energy, vi¬ 
gour, and efficiency of which he had talked 
with so much ability. He could not have 
thought, that after such an opening of his 
purpose as that with which he had a short 
time since entertained the house, and amused 
thp country, that he should come forward 
with a plan, which, so far ftom seeming to 
his view to contain any feature of the pro¬ 
mised efficiency, abandoned the only part 
of the plan of the former bill, which pro¬ 
mised any thing like expedition, or efficien¬ 
cy, in completing the numbers of the public 
force, namely, the principle of ballotting; 
and that the only point of efficiency on which 
he seemed to place his first reliance/or, in¬ 
deed, that at all promised to be productive, 
was that of calling on the several counties to * 
make up forthwith the deficit of their re¬ 
spective quotas of 9,000 men army of re¬ 
serve, and 7,000 militia, still wanting to com* 
plcte tire number voted by parliament, which 
promised no further increase, in any reason* 
# abl<! time, than the,addition of .1(5,000 men; 
wlnle he abandons entirely the principle of 
’ballotting, thp only one which promised tx* 
pedhion 3nd effect, and reports to a princi- 
! pie by uo m&W ««w for it was no more 
N u . 
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than the revival of fhe plan carried into 
operation in the*year 179$, fur raiding men 
for the navy, by calling on the counties and 
districts for quotas of men,, but which did 
n0£procure above one tenth of the number 
proposed. The mode in which the right 
hht\ genf. proposed to apply this measure,. 
Whs by throwing the men so raised into se¬ 
cond battalions, though raised for fcncible 
service, in hopes of thus ipfusing into them 
a military spirit, and inducing them to enlist 
ip the first battalion, which may, at the 
same time, be upon duty in the East or West 
Indies, and thus to confound every idea of 
regularity in the service. .But thi** was con¬ 
sistency and perfect order, compaied with- 
the proposal of the right hon gent., for the 
promotion and interchange of officers, where¬ 
by the senior officer in the second battalion 
was to be promoted to the junior rank in the 
first, and th? junior in the first sent back 
fof senior rank irr the second. Thus, officers 
who had been detached to the East or West 
Indies, or other foreign countries, upon the 
mpst arduous service, and whose superiors 
falling in action opened' to them views of 
speedy promotion, would have the mortifi¬ 
cation of being sent back to England, after 
years of arduous service, to a second batta¬ 
lion, and senior lieutenancy, perhaps, while 
officers who had remained quietly and com¬ 
fortably in England, would be sent to re¬ 
ceive promotion in the senior battalion, in 
whose arduous services they had # borne no 
part. This arrangement, he was confident, 
so far from being satisfactory and encourag¬ 
ing to meritorious and active olliccis, would 
be productive of general discontent. The 
mode of raising the men also, instead of by 
the ordinary one of recruiting, was to be by 
the parish officers, at a bounty of six gui¬ 
neas, to whom some small premium was to 
tje given per man, by way of encouraging 
their diligence in the raising of these men ; 
but if they failed in completing their quota 
within a given time, then a penalty some¬ 
what higher than the bounty was to be levied 
upon the parish for each man deficient. It 
would’ be recollected, that while the parish 
officers were allowed to give only six gui¬ 
neas per man, the recruiting serjeants were 
allowed, to offer ten guineas : the result of 
which would be, to create so m*ich difficulty 
in raising the men, that the parishes would 
rallier abandon the task altogether, and pay 
the difference between the bounty allowed 
thenytad the fine to be levied, and then 
the*txpense would operate as a partial tax * 
uppn tended" property. He was not pro- » 
jthis moment to go fully into a de- 
whole bill, which, however, ap- 
\ 
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peared to him, in many parts, fraught wiih 
very objectionable principles. It had been 
very aptly described by an bon. member, not 
now in his place, as a renovation of the 
quota bill of 17955 and he was confident it 
would Inve a similar effect, and not raise one- 
tenth of the number of men proposed to be 
obtained by it. He could not forget that 
measure, and the manner in which it was 
carried into effect, as the immediate source 
of the calamitous mutiny which shortly af- 
tenwards occurred in our fleet at the More. 
The right hon. gent, .seemed to think other¬ 
wise, but he thought there could be no cause 
more likely than placing on board our fleet 
- men so totally different in all respects from 
the character of British seamen, men who 
were ripe for any species of sedition, or con - 
spiracy, the very scum and dregs of the po¬ 
pulation of the country. The object of this 
bill was to raise men expeditiously for the 
army of the line, but the question for the 
house to consider was, whether or not it 
was likely to effect that end ? For his own 
part, lie thought the contrary would be the 
result, and that the ordinary mode of re¬ 
cruiting would be incomparably more pro¬ 
ductive, if the right hon. gent, could make 
up his mind to abandon the grand impeding 
principle of inlisting for life. He felt the 
fullest confidence that if the right hon. gent, 
would consent to abandon that principle, 
and make such arrangements as to constitute 
the West-lndia duty a distinct service, he 
would effect the object of completing the 
public force with a rapidity and effect whit h, 
under this bill, would be impracticable. He 
should therefore oppose the second reading 
of the bill. 

Sir Itobci t Buxton denied that the men to 
he laised by the present billeota’d be fairly 
compared to the quota men of 1795. A 
very material distinction was to be seen in 
the manner in which the two bodies of men 
were raised. The quota men were raised at 
the expense of the paiish, with the dread of 
a very heavy penalty if they were not raised 
within a limited period ; the parish officers, 
therefore, had recourse to extraordinary 
means to obtain them. The men to be raised 
by lhe present bill were to be raised at the 
expense of govt.; the parish officers were 
only made the instruments of raising them ; 
and it any duty was imposed, without a fin* 
being imposed in case of failure or neglect 
to perform*that duty, there was but little 
^ use in saying that the duty should be per- 
* formed Jby one person more than another. 

»There was besides this, a great good to be 
seen in this measure, which the hon. gent, 
had seemed entirely to overlook j the ballot, 
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•which formerly excited so modi apprehen¬ 
sion in the minds of the public, would be 
now put an end to. The effects of the bill 
would not be, as formerly, to throw the 
burden entirely on the poor, but would 
place them on an equal footing with the 
rich, as far as the operation of the bill went. 
From a due consideration of the state of the 
country, from the absolute necessity which 
he saw for raising an additional military for<pe 
at the present period, and from the excel¬ 
lence of the plan proposed, he should give it 
his most hearty support. 

Mr. Yorfu’ declared, that in rising on the 
present occasion it was not at all his inten¬ 
tion to give any thing like factious opposi¬ 
tion. It was a principle which he should 
always hold, that it was the duty of every 
to support the govt., if he was satisfied 
that then measures were calculated to pro¬ 
mote the interests of the country. Con¬ 
sistently, however, with the opinions which 
he had formerly delivered respecting the 
defi nee of the country, and the idea which 
hehuitoimcd ot this bill, from the short 
con-au ration which he had been able to give 
it, he could not afford it his support. Some 
parts ot the mea;ure he certainly did approve 
of, while others were of a nature which did 
not se» ;n to bun fit to be entertained by the 
house. He conlesied that the idea of en- 
iis'irig men tor limited service might, if 
piopeily organized, be ptoductive of the 
greatest advantage j and he allowed, that 
such was the system adopted by all the great 
military powers of Europe. Still, the piac- 
ticabiliiy of recruiting the army effectually 
by this plan was a matter of doubt. A 
scheme, indeed, ot separating colonial from 
generaUervice had been in agitation, and it 
-reduced to practice might produce very im- 
pmmu resequences. Till, however, that 
was effected, we must look to other means 
of keeping up our regular military fore'-. 
Till such a measure was brought about, he 
did not *ee how, independent of ballot, this 
supply could be regularly obtained. It was 
never attempted in any of the countries of 
Europe to keep up the army by voluntary 
-offers ot service. In Austria, in Prussia, in 
France, in Russia, compulsory measures 
were uniformly resorted to, and a ballot 
more or less extensive was employed for the 
purpose. Without such a measure, the mi¬ 
litary establishment of these countries cpuld 
never have been preserved; and, in the 
present circumstances of this country, ballot 
v as equally necessary to keep, up such an 
a> my as our present situation imperiously 
demanded. As a friend to the militia sys¬ 
tem, as well as to the army of reserve, lie 
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could not but think that the balloitittq sfs- 
tern ought to have been retained. But, To 
direct his observations more particularly Vo 
the question, he declared, that to the general 
principle of the bill he had no specific ob¬ 
jection. fie objected to the bill; firsts as 
to the amount of the men proposed to be 
raised ; secondly, as to the manner of their 
being raised ; and thirdly, as to the ttme^in 
wh ch the measure had been brought for¬ 
ward. Before he pioceeded to make a few 
observations on these points, he bogged leave 
to say, that it was jwetty generally allowed, 
that under the measures of the late govt., a 
degree of security as applicable to any fo¬ 
reign danger had been obtained, and that 
we had come to that state which called ou 
us to look to our means of providing a dis¬ 
posable force. The danger founerly exist¬ 
ing was admitted to have been at least so far 
abated as logive us an opportunity of turn¬ 
ing our attention to a permanent system fdr 
recruiting and keeping up to its full com¬ 
plement our regidar at my — an army not 
only calculated to meet the emergency then 
existing, but to prepare us for any future 
contests in which we might happen to be 
involved. It was With this view that the 
bill was introduced, and the house \v r ere 
called on to view it ns the foundation of a 
permanent military establishment. In this 
light he considered it, and viewing it in! this 
light, he. meant to apply his present obser¬ 
vations. The number of men proposed to 
be raised was the, first ground of the objec¬ 
tions which he had to state against the bill. 
The number appeared to him to bo too great 
to be at all consistent with the recruiting for 
the regular army. It was propoved that the 
militia should be reduced to 40,000 for En¬ 
gland and b.OOO for Scotland In this case 
ihcie would be a diminution to the amount 
ot 20 000 for England, while the diminu¬ 
tion lor Scotland would be to the amount of 
4 000 This number it was intended to 
throw ahogether into the army of reserve, 
by which arrangement the number would 
be augmented to no less than 63,000. This 
was an arrangement which he could not pos¬ 
sibly sup-port; for it directly interfered with 
the recruiting both for the regular army am| 
for die marines, the number of which were 
now considerably below the number voted 
by parliament. * The knowledge of the de¬ 
ficiencies in both of these branches of thip 
service, was, he declared, one strong induce¬ 
ment for him to propose the suspension ojf 

* the §rmy of reserve act for one yearl With 

• regard to the proposed reduction of (he mi¬ 
litia, he had no objection to the plan, and 
he did not see that leaving the Whole 

N n 2 
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number at 48,000, would be attended with 
any bad consequences. But wjm he ob¬ 
jected to was, the throwing all the vacancies 
US they occurred to be tilled up, in thq 
ffrmy of reserve. If the army of reserve 
^viere thus to be supported, it was quite ri¬ 
diculous to lal(c of filing up the regular 
0rmy, which, now that pur means of in¬ 
ternal defence were completed, was admit¬ 
ted on all hands to be the great object of at¬ 
tention. If it was attempted to till up the 
^umbers of the army of reserve to the amount 
proposed, he had no difficulty in declaring 
it as his opinion, that the attempt would 
be totally disappointed. With regard to the 
mode in which the men \yerc to be raised, 
he had an equally distinct objection. He 
was convinced, that in proportion as the 
Severity of the provisions of the army of re¬ 
serve act wire relaxed, the plan of filling 
Up the the deficiencies would become alto¬ 
gether nugatony. An hop. friend of his 
(Sir It. Buxton) had congratulated the house 
on the idea that, as the plan now stood, it 
Would release the land owner from the se¬ 
vere pressure under which, by the provisions 
of the reserve act, he had laboured. He 
himself confessed that he was rather at a 
loss to understand how this was to be ef¬ 
fected. The only efficacious principle of 
the plan, as it now stands, is, the intiiciion 
of the fine, in gases where a sufficient num¬ 
ber of men were not procured. If the fine 
was to be levied 3t all, it must be levied 
principally on the land owners, and this 
being the case, it was not very easy to see 
in what the alteration adverted to by the 
hot!, baronet consisted. The present mea¬ 
sure appeared to him <P have in its mode of 
execution, a considerable affinity to the 
quota bill. It had bc?p said, that a right 
jion. friend near him (J^r. Addington) had 
pn a former night, declared, that not une- 
(enth pf the number of men to be raided 
by the bill had been procured. Undoubtedly, 
this assertion is not to be taken ;ii the full 
extent, so far as the recruits for the qrrny 
and navy were concerned. As tfie navy, 
nearly the quota uumbers w ere procured ; 
but it was very different indeed with the 
$rmy. It was true tha^ about 7,000 men 
were raised ; but then, out of this number, 
not mare tfian 1,400 were retained as effi¬ 
cient for military service. ' He had reason to 
believe, that when he reckoned the number 
«o high, ^ rather over-rated than diminish¬ 
ed their amount. 4* morqent, *the 
whole remains of ihe$e ( recruits which bad * 
bepu connected with ‘different corps, were* 
embodied in the ()lst regt. at and 

fteuf \yhole number was no^ alpove COO, 
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With thetefeet* before them, he called on 
the house to consider hew far it would be 
proper, under the existing circumstances of 
the country, to lay aside the balloting sys¬ 
tem ? He ashed, whether it was possible 
reasonably to expect that we should r inde¬ 
pendent of compulsory measures, have such 
an atmy as all professed anxious to 9ee 
established ? The principle of the militia 
establishment was founded on ballot. It 
was recognized and acknowledged by the 
wisdom of our ancestors. It had, on many 
occasions, been the grand source of our se¬ 
curity. At the commencement of a war, it 
enabled us to preserve our rank and conse¬ 
quence in the scalp of nations. It was not, 
therefore, wise nor politic to give up a cer¬ 
tainty for an uncertainty, to relinquish what 
had been proved, what had either not been 
tried, or had been tried a°d totally failed. 
As to the bounty pioposed to be given to 
those who vpluntceied their services, there 
was npthing novel in the plan. The same 
regulation, though to a less extent, had 
prevailed ever since the year t/56, when it 
was fixed that tho*e who were balloted tor, 
should receive one-half of the bounty.—On 
the whole, he was convir.ed, that if the 
men were to be obtained, they would be 
obtained pnly by compulsory measures, or 
by the operation of a ballot. With regard 
to the time in which the plan w as brought 
forward, be bad to offer a few observations. 
Ifavi,P.g provided for the defence of the 
Country against the dangers, however for¬ 
midable which threatened it j havingnt this 
moment 500 000 men in arms j a force, 
which, if it was not adequate to repel any 
invader, the country was not worth de¬ 
fending j the great object, as he had re¬ 
peatedly observed, was, the augmentation 
of our disposable force. When he alluded 
to this, he referred to the augmentation of 
our infantry of’ the line, for \ve had a suffi¬ 
cient supply of cavalry and artillery. Under 
this impression the membeis of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s latp govt, had applied themselves to 
tbti consideration of this object, and form¬ 
ed a p^an for carrying it inffi effect. They 
had resolved that a certain number of second 
battalions should be raised, to be attached 
to some of tb$ oldest regiments in the ser¬ 
vice. They bad determined also, that ten 
, ne\v battalions should be formed, princi¬ 
pally in Ireland and Scotland, with the great- 
; est possible dispatch- ffe took it for granted 
that thy* plan vfas now to be abandoned; 
for i< the bill proceeded, the number of meii 
proposed to b© raised could not be procured. 
Those who were most sanguine in their ex¬ 
pectation* from the trusted a great 
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to the patriotism and public spirit of the Ffrfa establishment was equally impolitic ai*4 
people. He would be the last" mm to dis- inexpedient, lleceat circumstances had oo* 
parage this patriotism or p®rbirc spirit. In curred to give additional weight to that 
the application of the army ot reserve act, -opinion, Mnce the union with Ireland, it 
they had unquestionably displayed them- has been found desirable that a large dispo¬ 
se Kes m the most conspicuous colours. By sable force should be left for the service cf 
the numbers of men which, under the aid that part of the united empire, and for that 

of this spirit, that act had procured the reason it has been contended that the sa> 

foundation of our security was permanently vices of the respective militias should be re* 
established. Whatever sanguine expecta- ciprocal. For grave reasons, it had not 
tions gentlemen entertained on the subject, been thought proper at present to adopt thus 
he? was free to confess tiwH he did not at arrangement; but at the same time, if o 

all relish the mode in which this success, if disposable force for the protection of Ireland 

it was effected, was to be obtained. It was on all hands admitted to be necessary, 

parish officers were to act in procuring the this afforded a strong argument for the 
recru.ts from their respective districts, they gradual diminution of the militia of thii 
mast of course expect to receive some com- country, and in their room to have a force 
pensation or reward for their labour. In whose services should extend to every part 
this way he could not help conceiving that of the united kingdom. This was the ob- 
they would assume the character and habits ject of the bill, and so far it had his decided 
of mere crimps ; a species of beings to be support, and appeared to # bave powerful 
detested and scouted in every virtuous com- claims to the support of the house. As to 
munity. It did not appear to him that in the means by which the number of men to 
point of time the bill was at all ot an urgent lie raised by the bill were to be procured, 

nature, that it held out any rational pro- he begged leave to make a very few remarks, 

spect of the immediate effect of the bill. It had been contended that, as the measure 
even if passed into a law, and that no ground now stood, it would operate with peculiar 
had been adduced for ihc house proceeding pressure oil the land owners ; and for that 
with precipitation, he therefore should op- reason, a right hdn. gent. (Mr. Addington) 
pose the 2d reading of ihe bill on the pre- had described it as highly oppressive. He 
sent occasion. He thought it should lie over confessed himself astonished to hear such 
till next session, and, in the mean-time, language from the right lion, gent under 
the right honourable gentleman might con- whose'administration not less than 100,000 
rider the whole military system of the mefc had been raised by ballot. Did the rt. 
country. bon. gent, mean to assert, that the ballot* 

Mr. $turges Bourne said, he was happy to ing system was attended with no inconve- 

find, from the speech of the rt. hon. gent, mencies fltod no hardships ? He certainly 

who had just sat down, that he did not at could not hold such language. The thing 
all go into the ideas of another rt. hon gent. was altogether impossible. If the question 
(Mr. Addington) on a former evening, that came tube strictly considered, it would be 
tlw bill was inconsistent with the principles diflicult to shew that there was even justice, 
of a free constitution. He yas equally far less humanity, in the system of balloting, 
satisfied to see ^hat the measure was not The fact is, it either operated on the lower 
described as one either nugatory or oppres- orders as a measure of compulsory service, or 
sive. The rt. hon. gent, had contended on those of better circumstances as a tax for k 
against the efficacy of the bill, but had not the commutation of their services. Whether 
maintained that its provisions were at all it operated in the one way or the other, it 
vexatious. Jt had b ( een distinctly admitted, was impossible to deny*that it was accom- 
that at the present moment there was the panied with harshness and seventy. It had 
strongest necessity for the augmentation of been argued, that though the army of reserve 
pnr regular disposable force. With the view act was severe in its pressure, it was only a 
of accomplishing this object, the bill, among ' temporary, instead of what the present act 
other things, proposed the reduction of the meant to be, ^permanent measure. It was 
militia, and this he conceived must appear not very eaiy to see on what ground this as* 
a very important cOnrideratidtri If^ large sertion Was founded. If the army of reserve 
disposable military force had become neces- act was carefully examined, it would he ra- 
$ary, there was ofofe of the most efficacious thqr a IfarJ ta*k io shew that it was not, ia all 
means for obtaining it. It had for a con- points of view, as much of a permanent 
siderable time be^n the decided opinion of nafiireas that now before ffie house., There, 
Some of the best infofmed individuals itt the "was not a single clause in the reserve 
Coum^, jhat ttytyfetent' extent of th$ mi- act from which its temporary duration coufd 
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be inferred. It was not fair, then, to em¬ 
ploy these fart of arguments against the 
measure. It was but what candour required 
,lh$t it should stand on its merits impartially 
stated. The present bill was confessedly more 
lenient than the reserve net, and all argu¬ 
ment drawn against it as a permanent mea¬ 
sure were premature and unjustifiable. It 
bad been affirmed that the present measure 
, was nearly assimilated to the quota bill, and 
that this last measure had not obtained one- 
tenth part of the number of men w hich it 
was designed to procure. He was really at 
a Toss to know what the documents were 
which could warrant an assertion so confi¬ 
dently brought before the house. The do¬ 
cuments respecting the number of men pro¬ 
cured for the army were not prepared with 
sufficient accuracy. With regard to the 
number procured for the navy, however, 
thjs was not the case. He could state con¬ 
fidently that Sf the 6,000 which were re¬ 
quired, nearly 5,000 were actually levied 
and distributed among numbers of his Ma¬ 
jesty's ships. But the present measure dif¬ 
fers in one most important respect from the 
quota bill. In that case the bounties were 
unlimited, and in many instances they were 
* enormously high. The whole was done by 
the parishes without the interference of the 
legislature at all. In the present case, the 
bounties were to be positively restricted. It 
was insinuated, tli 3 t the men procured by 
this bill might be in character similar to those 
obtained by the quota bill, who had been 
desciibed as the scuta of society, as a set of 
individuals who carried with them disease 
and disaffection wherever they approached. 
On this point he had to say, that if improper 
persons were then introduced into the army 
and navy, it was not because they were 
drawn from the scum of society. It was 
because, in many instances, the bounties 
were so enormous that persons even above 
the lower orders of life Were induced to filter 
the artny or navy who otherwise would 
never have thought of entering into qijher. 
Such an inconvenience was now to be com¬ 
pletely removed, and the only object which 
was in view was to prevent all the clashing 
and competition which high bounties had 
produced in all the branches of the service. 
If even the plan should not be so efficient 
as the system by ballot, still the regular 
army would have a better opportunity for 
recruiting, divesfed all rivalry and com¬ 
petition. But a good deal had be£n s$id 
relative to the expediency of enlisting for a 
limited term of service. If the right hftn. 
gent, however, who spoke last, was well 
founded in his opinion, that the bill would 


be altogether inefficient, then the recruiting 
for the regular army would not be at all af¬ 
fected. It had been admitted, that there 
was a deficiency of 9,000 men in the army 
of reserve, and the late ministers had con¬ 
fessed, that to attempt to supply this de¬ 
ficiency was a vain attempt. The bill 
professed to make this attempt, and it was 
surely but fair that the expeiiment should 
be tried. But it seems that a large body 
of men were to be raised for general service. 
He professed he did not see when it was 
found that the inducement < f high bounties 
and limited service did not allure men to 
enlist, how a hope can be entertained of ef¬ 
fecting this object without these induce¬ 
ments, and under tlie positive existence of 
reduced bounty. The great drawback to 
the recruiting formerly was, that those who 
had a desire to go into the army kept back 
in the hope that a still higher bounty might 
present itself. But, by the meamie now- 
before the house, this expectation would be 
removed. A permanent system would bs 
looked up to, and recruiting would then 
have a chance of fair and full operation. 
The effect of the measure would, in the 
first instance, be to raise a force only for 
limited service ; but the experience of what 
took place in the course of a few months, 
was sufficient to give us the best hopes of 
its effects. In these few months no fewer 
than 30,GOO troops had volunteered for ge¬ 
neral service, and if this was the case, under 
very unfavourable circumstances, what might 
not be expected under those of the mo4 
encouraging nature, and when the number 
oft he reserve-would be increased fiom AO 
to 6o or 70,000 ? Oh the- local recruiting, 
which the bill goes to encourage, he wixhrd 
to make a single observation. The effect 
of this sy^Jem he needed not todesmbe. 
It must be obvious to every one who lefiect- 
cd for a moment on the subject. During 
the existence of the ballot, if a substitute 
was to be procured, those wanting him 
were not confined to their own district. 
They might go into the most populous dis¬ 
tricts and towns in. the kingdom, fromwvhi' h 
alone the recruits for the regular army could 
be expected. By the provisions of the bill* 
however, this evil was remedied, and the 
field was left clear for the recruiting of the 
regular arrny. On the whole the rt. lion, 
gent. w # as fully convinced pf the expediency 
of the bill, and sat down by giving it his 
decided support. 

Mr. Bastard said, he thought he should 
find vigour and. efficiency in the measures of 
the present administration, from the frequent 
charges made by the Chancellor of the E&* 
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chequer against hi? predecessor, for neglect 
and tardiness, but he was surprised that no 
proof was as yet given of the superior excel¬ 
lence of the one to the other. On reading 
this bill, he found, that it gave a power to 
the ciown to enrol and raise 00 or 70,000 
rnen, and to apply the money for railing 
them independently of Parliament. From 
the mode to be pursued by this act, the 
power of raising the money for this purpose 
was entirely put out of the control of par¬ 
liament, and entirely subject to the disposal 
of the crown. Combining this point with 
the permanence of the army establishment 
under this bill, he must say, thpt he felt 
some jealousy, if not alarm, from Carrying it 
into elfret. History was loud and convinc¬ 
ing on this subject; it informed how dan¬ 
gerous i( was to ra:?e large permanent mili¬ 
tary forces, which had generally overthrown 
the very governments which gave them 
birth, and involved in the ruin of the go¬ 
vernment itself the destruction of property, 
liberty, and independence. He was educated 
in principles contrary to such an establish¬ 
ment, and could not help being influenced 
by his early prejudices in favour of a consti¬ 
tutional foice. When he looked at, and 
considered the tendency of this bill, he trem¬ 
bled for the consequences so much, that he 
should refuse it lm assent. In considering 
the essential part of the Ivll, it would be 
found inadequate to the purpose for which it 
was framed, namely, the augmentatfon of 
nor regular fo-ce. It proposed to raise a 
number of" men in a paiticular manner; 
but it did not do so on any ground of cer¬ 
tainty, it left the increase of that force, which 
was desired, entirely pioblenntic.il; htnee 
v,e could never calculate, with any degree 
of precision or accuracy, the state of our real 
strength. Notwithstanding all the prelimi¬ 
nary details of the right hon. gent., yet, if 
general lecrniting failed him, this whole 
force, from which we were to expect such 
advantages, must disappoint its sanguine 
supporters; for although the sum to be paid 
for the man was limited, yet the fine,in case 
die quota^could not be procured, was to be 
given and applied in the ordinary way of 
recruiting; hence recruiting in the usual 
W inner was the only ground of raising the 
wen ultimately. The object was evidently 
dien to embody and fix a regular standing 
jinny, in doing which, it was proposed*to re- 
jluce and depart from the militia System, 
■jvhich was a constitutional force, found hi- 
Pierto adequate to the purposes and exigen¬ 
cies of the country; a force which, in its 
■dnciple, was consonant to the wishes, and 
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feelings of the people, and sanctioned by our 
ancestors. If he had the option, or if hif 
opinion could have any weight in the deci-* 
sion of this question, lie should undoubtedly 
prefer a constitutional force, as being, in his 
mind, the most efficient in every point 
view. He should depend on the energy* 
spirit, loyalty, and zeal of such a force, ac¬ 
tuated by a reverence for the constitution, a 
respect for the laws, and impressed with an 
awe for the institutions and memory of their 
ancestors : he should place greater reliance' 
on such a force than any other, on the prin¬ 
ciple that those who felt that they were 
fighting for their own freedom and rights, 
would not invade the rights or privileges of 
the ic-it of their countrymen.' Another*ob- 
jeetionme had to this force was, that it would 
be separated from the people; that a kind of 
unnatural Kurin was raised, by its constitu¬ 
tion, between it and the rest of the commu¬ 
nity ; no interchange of sentiments, no colli¬ 
sion of opinion, no reciprocity of interest or 
good offices wore to take place between the 
armed and unarmed descriptions of the peo¬ 
ple. This was not what he wished for y it 
coull not be agreeable to the feelings of the 
public, or of any man who reflected seriously*, 
on the calamines which might happen from 
a force thus excluding all social intercourse 
and communion wrh the rest of the nation* 
He should like to see a force established 
which would comprehend in it the gentle¬ 
men of the country, who would not be warp¬ 
ed by any military or excluding spirit from, 
the real interest of their native land, and 
who would, therefore, be always prepared to 
counteract the dangers which might be 
othei wise apprehended from a standing army. 
But it was said, and ardently hoped, by the 
right hon. gent. ^Mr. Pitt) that the men, 
will readily enter into the regular Army out a 
of the army of reserve. Will they enter it 
at all, or transfer theif service from the one 
forcejto the other without an additional- 
bbunfW If the right hon. gent, thought so, 
he wifiafraid experience would fatally con¬ 
vince him of the fallacy of this opinion, for * 
there was not a man in the country so igno¬ 
rant, who was not aware, on entering the 
army of reserve, that it was intended he 
should enter into the line; hence, from the 
very beginning, his idea of bounty must be 
present to his mind. But how were the 
men to be procured in the first instance ? By 1 
the exerjions«of the parish officers and over* 
seen of the poor. They shall provide the 
men^ says the right hon. gent.: it wchild toe* 
more appropriate, perhaps if hehad said, 
they nwiy procure them il they' can 
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disapproved of the fine proposed to be paid, 
if the men could not be promoted in the pa¬ 
rish or district* and Considered it a direct tax 

landed properly. He thought it an ex¬ 
traordinary and severe clause in this bill, to 
oblige those parish officers to pay a fine for 
what they could not perform. If they had 
used their utmost endeavours to find the 
men, and failed* surely it was contrary to 
every principle of justice and of the British 
constitution, to inflict a mulct or fine on 
them for not having done what they strove 
to do, but were unable to accomplish. With 
regard to the officers, therefore, it was un¬ 
fair on the face of it, if they fruitlessly 
exerted themselves; and if they did not, then 
their neglect, for which there was no remedy 
provided, would be unfair with respect to the 
country, which was obliged to pay, or add to 
the fine, in order to raise the number which 
the officers might have provided, but which 
they had neglected. In the raachiuety of the 
militia and army of reserve, he recollected 
that the want of this controling principle 
was very much felt; for it was not unusual 
to postpone the general meetings for ballot- | 
ing during many months; . and although 1 
much inconvenience had arisen frpm such 
delays, yet there was neither fine nor penalty 
imposed. It was better, perhaps, that they ' 
did not take place, because, in all probabi- 1 
lity, no person could be found to undertake | 
the execution of them. He regretted that j 
the present ministers left it in his power to 
apply to them all the terms of tardiness and 
inefficiency which they had used against 
their predecessors. In speaking of the mi¬ 
nisters, he wished to be understood to allude 
toon* half only, the other being composed 
of the late administration. He thought, upon 
the whole, that the last administration had 
gone on • quietly and unostentatiously in 
adopting measures sufficient for the security 
of the country ; and he did not know how 
the majority of the present cabinet, who 
were also the majority of the last cabinet,, 
could now condemn their former measures 5 
unless, like the French surgeon, who sup¬ 
posed the transfusion of young blood would 
snake an old animal young again, they should 
now suppose that the accession of a few men 
of considerable talents altered completely the 
cabinet. 

My. Bankn did not think that, among the 
various objections which gentlemen might 
choose to make to this bill, <hey t would 
tirge that it was unconstitutional. Xt sxch 
a period of difficulty and danger as*the ore* 
i #ent, menaced as Jbis country was by a lor- 

g dable and powerful enemy, surely there 
lild be but one opinion as to the necessity 
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of raising a large deposable force, capable 
not only of contributing essentially to our 
defence at home, but able likewise to avenge 
our wrongs, and assert our rights abroad. 
There was no plan which was not liable to 
t'biectious; that was no reason, however, 
why one with die fewest defects should not 
be adopted. But the lion. gent, who spoke 
last said, in censuring other parts’of the bill, 
that the country would be unsafe with 60 or 
7 0 , 001 ) men, raised according to the present 
plan j he seemed to think that the establish¬ 
ment of such a permanent force at home 
I would lead to the overthrow of our fieedom. 
j In answer to this objection of the lion, gent., 
he could urge the contruling power ot pir- 
liament, which, as it erected that system, 
could also arrange, reduce, or abolish it. He 
was not one of those who came under the de¬ 
scription of saying, that the country was not 
in a state of defence, or that the force of the 
j country should have been carried to a uuuli 
| greater length than it was by the late minis- 
| ters ; his opinion was, that the force of the 
i country ought to be raised with as little pres¬ 
sure as possible on the people, and with the 
greatest respect for their feelings, disposition, 
and prejudices ; it this mode were adopted, 
he was sure that gentlemen would find the 
source of recruiting more abundant than they 
imagined. In this view of the subject, it 
must be satisfactory that balloting was en¬ 
tirely done away 5 for if there was one put 
of the lystem more than another which ex¬ 
cited general disgust and disinclination to a 
military life, it was balloting. He did not 
mean to censure this system, .whan he con¬ 
sidered the time at which it w 3 s adopted ,* he 
spoke now of the army of reserve, for that 
was a most critical and dangerous period, 
when it becaaTte incumbent on us to resort 
to every temporary expedient in order to put 
us out of peril; but seeing that the appre¬ 
hension which then existed for our imme¬ 
diate security, was now in a great measure 
done away, the view which the people would 
take of a permanent establishment at present 
would be exceedingly different from that 
which they might heretofore, when they had 
acted under the impression of immediate 
danger, to repel which they were not so well 
prepared. At such a time the house must 
be aware that they would .submit cheerfully 
to many sacrifices which they may be in¬ 
clined to refuse now that the storm has to a 
great extent subsided. When they felt them¬ 
selves perfectly safe at home, they would be 
the more inclined, and justly, to enquire and 
scrutinize the mode of raising our disposable 
and offensive forces.—With nn obvious re¬ 
gard to these important considerations* d# 
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plan before the house proposed limited ser¬ 
vice in the first instance, as that which was 
most popular, and of coarse most available. 

It was fair to expect from its operation that it 
would be attended with all the success which 
was expected, particularly when it was con¬ 
sidered, that the army of reserve had already 
supplied i J,000 recruits lo the troops of the 
line. Was there not reason, therefore, to 
hope for a further continuance of the same 
benefit and augmentation from this source ? 
Ho was certainly a friend to limited service, 
and approved of the proposition of the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Fox) who made it; particularly 
if an arrangement was made for raising a co¬ 
lonial foice, as he*, heard it was the intention 
of the minister to do ; such an arrangement 
would meet the approbation of every hu¬ 
mane and liberal mind that considered the 
Josses this country had sustained by main- 
twining an European force in the colonics, 
lie did not mean to say, however, that he 
had penetrated the mind of the right hon. 
gent., or had any knowledge of what he 
might have in contemplation on this subject. 
U^inust difier from the right hon. gent, op¬ 
posite to him, (Mr. Addington) who would 
postpone the farther consideration of this 
bill till some time next session. As it was 
agreed, .on all hands, that the regular force 
of the country should be augmented, surely 
then, the progress of a bill which had thU 
object in view, ought to be facilitated and 
promoted with the utmost rapidity. When 
the men raised according to the provisions of 
this bill were trained and disciplined, then 
our whole regular force, which was at pre¬ 
sent much restricted, would then become 
disposable to the amount of 70 , 000 . of winch 
it consisted in G. Britain, Ireland, and in 
the Islands*in the Channel. This pian could 
not be considered ditleient from that of his 
Majesty’s late ministers, who proposed 
bringing over the Irish militia in order to ef¬ 
fect the same object. He wa* not a friend 
to innovation on the militia system, but was 
friendly at the same time to the alteration 
intended in it, for the sake of increasing our 
disposable foices. lie knew no betjter mode 
of succeeding, in this respect, than by raising 
the men locally, and through the medium of 
parish officers, who may be presumed to be 
the most fit for that purpose, from their 
knowledge of every circumstance of the in¬ 
dividuals within their jurisdiction^ aid&d also 
by the local influence of the gentlemen, who 
would be induced to exert it, from a desire 
to save the fine, as well as from motives of 
zeal and patriotism. -The quota men lud 
fceen spoken of, and relied much on, as 
VO1. II, 
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ground against this bill, by the right hon* 
gent, opposite to him (Mr. Yorke); but, 
although the act for raising them was not at¬ 
tended with all the advantages expected from 
it, yet he apprehended the deficiencies were 
not as great as they were represented to have 
been; for which reason he could wish ihat 
the returns weie before the house, in order 
■th.it it could make up its mind fully and sa¬ 
tisfactorily on the subject. But'when gen¬ 
tlemen talked of the hardship of this bill, 
he wished them to recollect the oppression 
felt by the country from the army of reserve, 
arid the consequent aversion of the people to 
its continuance. The cause was obviously / 
the hardship imposed by (lie balloting. This 
wjs not the only objection to it. Eut it 
should be considered, that so long as the 
balloting continues, its concomitant evil of 
Jiigh bounties will not cease to operate. He 
.should again refer to the plan of the hon. 
gent, below him (Mr. FojP), for limited ser¬ 
vice in general, and observe, that if it were 
adopted in time of peace, or of less danger 
than the country was menaced with at pre¬ 
sent, he should give it his support, and en-i 
tertain the greatest hope of its success; but 
he did not think that experiments could be 
made under the circumstances of the nation 
at this moment. We should, therefore, con¬ 
tinue a plan which was tried to a certain 
extent, and found to answer; it takes away 
that which was considered objectionable and 
oppressive, he meant balloting and high 
bounties; it did not call for one man more 
than the country was already obliged, by the 
existing acts, to furnish, with this material 
difference, tb 3 t the mode of doing so, and of 
complying with the act, was more easy, and 
of course more popular. From every con¬ 
sideration he was obliged to give it, and from 
j every view he had taken of it, he was con- 
■ vinced tKfct it was eligible, and fully ade- 
| quate to the purpose* tor which it was in- 
j tended. 

Mr. Atkiin IVnght wished the present 
bill to be judged ot rather by its own merits 
than by comparing the system of thp present 
administration with that of their predeces¬ 
sors. could not give a silent vote on the 
present occasion, but must declare his disap¬ 
probation ftf it. lie did not like to impose 
on the people burdens which were laid in a 
partial manner, a* it seemed to him those 
fines would be; as they would frequently 
operatc # \vith a considerable degree ol hard- 
shif) on those who, from their own act or 

* their own inclination, had been guilty of no 

* fault whatever, but had only had the misfor¬ 
tune of not being able to raise men. He 

O o 
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objected particularly to that part of the bill 
by which overseers are permitted to raise 
men even in adjoining parishes. He should 
haVe disapproved of it, had they even been 
confined within the limits of their own pa¬ 
rish, as a b,<d mode of raising men ; but, 
as it now stands, they are made, to all in¬ 
tents and purposes,, recruiting servants. 
He thought, also, that it was an unjust, as 
well as a round-about way, to raise men 
for unlimited service, by means of an in¬ 
termediate and limited service. Why, he 
asked, not do it at once ? By the mode ] 
proposed by the bill, it will become a po¬ 
licy to enter fust into the army of reserve, 
and having received the bounty for so do¬ 
ing, to obtain a second and a higher boun¬ 
ty to enter into the regular army, which 
would be an additional burden on the pub¬ 
lic. He found himself, therefore, under 
the necessity of with-holding his as'.ei.t to a 
measure which*was, in his mind, inade¬ 
quate to all the purposes for which it was 
intended, 

Mr. Ellison felt himself actuated bv no 
principle dr motive but lhat of doing^his 
duty to his country; and, therefore, did 
not wish to enter into any comparison be¬ 
tween the present and laic administration. 
He could not forbear, however, from ob¬ 
serving, that he saw nothing as yet produc¬ 
ed by the present minister which was en¬ 
titled to greater confidence or respect than 
what his predecessors had brought forward. 
He granted that the army of reserve was 
necessary in its first institution to meet the 
pressing exigencies of the state, and to re- 
pel the dangers which seemed to menace 
Us with destruction. But it should not be 
said, that, became a measure was intro¬ 
duced, and thought necessary at one time 
Of imminent peril, that it should be there¬ 
fore continued, when the dangefand criti¬ 
cal circumstances in which it had originated 
had ceased to exist, at least to any great 
degree. The substantial result of the plan 
would be to endeavour to augment the re** 
ular army through the agency of poor- 
ouse overseers and parish officers, and to 
raise a-force, at the same time tl^at the mo¬ 
ney would be supplied without the control 
or superintendance of parliament. It was 
giving a power to raise money or a tax on 
the people, who were already sufficiently 
burdened by the demands of the state, for 
Carrying on the war. The army of reserve 
bill ne had always considered as extremely 
Oppressive; and in support of this opinion 
*Jb© instanced one estate within his know-* 
'ledge, amounting ofilv to 062,700 a year, 
had paid 2 400111 the course of seven 
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months to the army of reserve. He object* 
ed to several paris of the bill, particularly 
the fines; and concluded, by saying, that if 
the house consented to ipise an army by 
such partial mode* of taxation, they would, 
in his opinion, be doing the greatest injus¬ 
tice. 

Colonel Mltfoul could not agree with an 
hon. gent, as. to the security of the country 
being so great as he represented, though lie 
acknowledged that its secunty was greatly 
increased. Nothing, however, appeared to 
him more strange, in the variety of opinions 
delivered on tins subject, and amidst the col¬ 
lision of the great and lending characters, 
who had taken part in discussing it from time 
to time, than that they should have forgot¬ 
ten or neglected to state how this force 
should be disposed of in time of peace, and 
Ifow it could be raised constitutionally. His¬ 
tory too fatally proved the danger of raising 
new forces without great deliberation, and 
warned us of the peril to be apprehended 
from the establishment of a large army on 
any ground but the most pressing exigency, 
which he acknowledged to exist at present. 
Ytt the house should not forget that the par¬ 
liament in the reign of Charles the First did 
not foresee the conduct of the army which 
they had raised, or that it would be the in¬ 
strument of overturning the powef which it 
was designed to uphold. France was ano¬ 
ther instance of the danger incurred by esta¬ 
blishing a permanent and large army. Every 
member in the house knew, that 25 millions 
of people, animated by what was called the 
ardour of freedom, had, under that impres¬ 
sion, performed prodigies of valour; yet that 
they had at length submitted, and were 
now succumbing under the most degrading 
yoke, and most ignominious slavery, which 
had at any lime disgraced the world, or tar¬ 
nished the page of history; and we all 
knew that this strange event was accom¬ 
plished by 3 or 400,000 men. This was an 
example which this country would do well 
to consider with attention. Our constitution 
was altogether different from that of the 
continental nations, and he much wished, 
that ministers w r ould employ their talents in 
improving the military system, which in this 
country was most powerful, when most con¬ 
sonant to the free principles of our civil con¬ 
stitution. With these impressions upon ilia 
mind, he ^should be under the necessity of 
voting against the present bill. 

Sir John Wroitesley , before he entered on 
the discussion of the question which was re¬ 
gularly before the house, wished to make 
some observations on the argument which 
was principally urged by the three gentle- 
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men who last spoke against the bill, and that 
was, that by the operation ol it a very great 
burthen would be thiown on the parochial 
officers. Hr could not concur in that ob 
jection, for any one who looked into our 
municipal regulations would perceive, that 
for the last 50 or (X) years tint description of 
persons have always been charged with the 
duty of raising men. Where was the hard¬ 
ship then ? If any gent, read the present 
bill, he would find that there was no com- 
pu'sion on the parish officers to procure men, 
they were subject to no fine in case of not 
succeeding, and he could not see why, at a 
crisis when all of us were by duty bound to 
contribute our most strenuous exertions to¬ 
wards the protection of the state, that what¬ 
ever they, in furtherance of that great ob¬ 
ject, should be required by the present bill 
to perform, could be considered as either 
onerous or oppressive. The other argument 
which had been advanced by those lion, gen¬ 
tlemen, that it was raising men not by par¬ 
liamentary taxation, was, in his mind, quite 
as untenable as the one he had adverted to, 
and lie hoped confuted. To be convinced 
of that, he would only call on any gent, who 
doubted it, to read the bill, and he would 
there find, that the only taxation the parishes 
would be subject to was a moderate fine, in 
case the recruits they were charged with 
were not procured. Whatever differences 
of opinion might have subsisted between the 
vatious parties in that house, there was one 
thing in which they were agreed, that it 
was necessary to create a great disposable 
foicc. For if any thing could put an end to 
the \v.»r in which we were unfortunately en¬ 
gaged, if any thing could convince the ac¬ 
tive and daring enemy with whom we had 
to contend, that we are not with impunity 
to be unjustly attacked, it would be the cir¬ 
cumstance of having a great disposable force 
at our command. Occasions may, and, he 
trusted, would -arise, when it would be ne¬ 
cessary, for us to employ it; we should, 
therefore, be prompt and decisive, and pre¬ 
pare ourselves for that possible emergency. 
A right lion. gent. (Mr. Yorke), objected 
to the measure, because he considered it as 
compulsory. He feared the light hon. gent, 
had not read the bill, and that he had taken 
his opinion of it from what he had heard 
thrown out on a former night; for in the 
bill before them there was no*t a single 
clause that could be considered as compul¬ 
sory in its operation. Another right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Addington), had suggested the 
propriety ot deferring the measure to the 
next session, but in that, he believed, he 
could scarcely find a person to agree with 
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him, at least among those who usually sat 
at the other side of the house. The right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke), who is a friend, ho 
might almost say by birth, to the militia 
system, was of opinion, that the measure 
would be inefficient, and for this reason^ 
that he thought the country had been ex¬ 
hausted by the recruiting service, seeing that 
30,000 men bad enlisted into the army of re¬ 
serve. He could not coincide in that opi¬ 
nion, and he was sure the right hon. gent., 
when he made it, did not consider that there 
was an annual supply of recruits to be ob¬ 
tained in this country, chiefly from the large 
manufacturing towns, and from young men 
who were just out of their apprenticeships. 
He g3ve his hearty concurrence to the bill, 
as destroying altogether the system of ballot. 
He would not longer trespass on the attention 
of the house, as no doubt there were many 
gentlemen anxious to delirer their opinions 
on the plan—a plan which, in its present 
constitutional form, had his hearty support, 
and to which most probably he would not 
have objected as originally proposed, if the 
necessity of our situation had unfortunately 
required it. 

Mr. Fuller expressed himself adverse to 
the provisions and operation of the bill, as 
pregmmt with the greatest partiality and in¬ 
justice: It would be absolutely impossible 
for the; magistrates in the county of Sussex, 
which was one ot the most populous coun¬ 
ties iii the kingdom, to carry this bill into 
effect in the manner now proposed The 
poors’ rate-* in that county were greater than 
in any other part of the kingdom. If the 
finaa proposed by flhis act were, in addition 
to thafhigh rate, to be imposed, it would 
be a burden hardly to be borne. Looking 
over to Mr. Addington, hesssured that right 
hon. gent., that he needed not view him 
as one who entertained any animosity to¬ 
wards him. He had never meant to turn 
him out of the ministry. He had merely 
meant that administration should compre- 
hend the greatest man in the country. He 
had merely wished to see it comprehend 
that hon. gent. (Mr. Vox), who would have 
carried on the war greatly and honourably f 
whose coming into office would have roused 
and secured the spirit ot the cotmtry; and 
who would, if it could be obtained, have 
procured us an honourable peace. He wa$ 
sorry to see proscriptive doctrines characterise 
any.of the measures of this country. # Be 
•knew his Sovereign ; he knew his opinion of 
♦ that hon. gent.; and he knew that while he 
had the bravest and most magnanimous,, he 
also possessed one of the most forgiving spi¬ 
rits iu the country—''(A cry of Order 1 Order!) 

r\ ~ r» . i 
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The Speaker begged that the hon. gent. 
Would recollect 'himself. 

jyir. Fuller observed, that he would not 
wish to say any thing out of order, but he 
thought the Sovereign's name might be men¬ 
tioned, if it was not introduced to cause any 
influence on the debate. He then said, that 
next to our beloved Sovereigns ——. 

The Speaker repeated, 'that what the hon. 
member said was not connected with the 
present debate. 

Mr. Fuller continued—Well, then, Sir, I 
am sorry there was not a coalition $ a senti¬ 
ment, which, I am convinced, pervades the 
whole country. As to that part of the bill 
which relates to the militia, it appears tome 
to be very proper, and I hope that in the 
course of 4 or 5 years, we shall be able to 
bring the militia to its original form, which 
was to instruct every man in the kingdom in 
the use of arms, and which came up to what 
the hon. gent, below me (Mr. Fox) so pro¬ 
perly and emphatically called an armed pea¬ 
santry, which I coincide in opinion with 
that hon. gent., would be the most tremen¬ 
dous force that any invading army could pos¬ 
sibly have to encounter. As I approve of 
some part of the bill, I shall not oppose its 
going into a committee, in case the house 
should agree to the second reading, but on 
the report 1 shall give it my decided nega¬ 
tive. 

Mr. Dent said, he could perceive that the 
adherents of the late administration, as well 
as their principals who composed it, could 
not be induced to approve of any bill for the 
national defence except that which they had 
brought in. For their success and ability in 
that respect, he would only tefer to Hu- vo¬ 
lunteer bill and the income act. The former 
they were never able, with all their means 
and perseverance, to push through both 
houses of parliament, and the income tax 
was so unintelligible that little or no collec¬ 
tion, even to this day, had been made under 
it. Of the gent, who had spoken in such 
vaunting language of his acting from con¬ 
scientious motives, he would ask, was the 
member for Lincoln the only independent 
man in that house ? was he the only mem¬ 
ber who did not want a place ?—(Order 1 
Order! Chair! Chair! fiom different parts 
of the house.) 

* The Speaker decided it to be disorderly to 
make any personal allusions. 

Mr. Ellison . I appeal to you,•Sir, and 
to the house, whether I brought a charge* 
against any member of the house, either for 
city or borough, or against his constituents, 
for not sending independent members. I 
and I hope 1 am not wrong in so doing, 
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if I did any thing more than assume to my- 
sdf independence; and that I did not trou¬ 
ble the house often, and never but from a 
sense of duty? If I said any thing calculated 
to offend any gent., I most humbly beg par¬ 
don ; if J have said any thing that tended to 
convey a thought that hon. members were 
actuated by any but independent motives, I 
am liable to be called to order for indecorum, 
and 1 am obliged to the bouse for overlook¬ 
ing an offence which I had no intention to 

i commit. 

| Mr. Dent professed himself satisfied with 
the declaration of the hon. gent., and, dis¬ 
claiming all intention of meaning any thing 
personal to him, conceived he had a right to 
advert to what had been thrown out m de¬ 
bate. T he object of the bill was to provide 
for the deficiency produced in out* military 
system by the former administration, a defi¬ 
ciency which had been often alluded to, and 
censured by the gentlemen on the other side of 
the house, and which, he had no doubt, they 
would have occasion to censure again. An hon. 
member opposite to him (Mr. Fuller), had 
disapproved of the bill for a most extraordi¬ 
nary reason, namely, that the present admi¬ 
nistration was not formed on a broad basis. 
If we had not an administration on a suffi¬ 
ciently broad basis, it was not the fault of 
the right hon. gent, below him (Mr. Pitt); 
but that was no argument against reading 
this bill a second time, which he supported, 
conceiving, that if there were any material 
faults in it, they might be removed, and the 
whole bill amelior ated in the committee. 

Sir Lawrence Poisons said, he could dis¬ 
cover but one opinion in the house as to the 
necessity of increasing our force, and the 
only difference that existed in sentiment was, 
as to the manner in which that force should 
be raised. Ahhough he considered the mode 
proposed by this bill as creating a dispo¬ 
sable force as inferior to others that had been 
suggested, he was, notwithstanding, pre¬ 
pared to support it. It was formerly pro¬ 
posed to rat e men for rank, a mode to which 
he saw no important objections, subject as it 
would be to the excellent regulations intro¬ 
duced by the commander in chief; and yet, 
no sooner was it mentioned, than a clamour 
was instantly raised against it, and he heard 
nothing from all quarters but the cry of 
u would you ruin the army ?** When the 
pioposal was made to raise men by ballot, 
the outcry was, if possible, much greater. 
When it is proposed to recruit in the regular 
army, then it is objected that the country is 
exhausted, and that there can be no hopes 
of drawing any considerable force from that 
source; so that there was not a possible mode 
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of recruiting men, to which some extraor¬ 
dinary, and, as those who urged them con¬ 
ceived, insurmountable objections were not 
offered. AH confessed that it was necessary 
to raise a great force ; and yet every mode 
that was proposed for accomplishing it, was 
objected to. How long, he would ask, was 
the country to go on this way > A right hon. 
gtfnt. opposite to him (Mr. Windham) had, 
in a former debate, suggested the propiiety 
of enlisting men for a limited term, and that 
was immediately objected to by his right 
hon. friend near him (Mr. Yorke). What 
was demanded by the supporters ot the pre¬ 
sent bill ? Why, nothing more than to al¬ 
low it to go into a committee, and to see 
whether it could not receive improvement 
there. There was no plan, no system that 
human ingenuity could devise, that might 
not be liable to objection; and yet the pos¬ 
sibility of imperfection was but an ill argu¬ 
ment against all effort of attaining to prac¬ 
ticable utility. He thought his right hon. 
friend’s mode the best of the two ; but when 
there were two ways proposed of getting at 
a thing, if circumstances put it out o( his 
power to follow one, he would take the 
other. He presumed that it was in the con¬ 
templation of govt, to apply the measure 
recommended by this bill to h eland. 1 f that 
were the case, he had no doubt ot its com¬ 
plete success, for he was persuaded there 
was not a parish in that part of the united 
kingdom, which would not raise the men, 
rather than subject itselt to the fine. lie 
would vote for proceeding with the bill. 

Mr. Chapman was ot opinion, that the 
colonial and home demand for our military 
force could not be carried to a greater extent 
than it actually was. He wished that govt, 
had fallen upon some mode of lessening that 
demand. He thought that it would be ad¬ 
visable on many grounds, that oor posses¬ 
sions in both the Indies should be garrisoned 
and defended by troops drawn from the 
East-Indies, by Sepoys, who were inured to 
the climate of those latitudes, who could 
support the inconveniencies of them with¬ 
out risk of the dangers that Europeans 
were subject to, and who could, from the 
population of the countries they were drawn 
from, be supplied to any number. He fully 
agreed in the praises that had been bestowed 
upon the militia; that might be truly de¬ 
nominated the constitutional force of the 
country; and he trusted it would always be 
increased in a commensurate degree with 
what was called the regular force. 

Lord De Blat/uiere said, he had so often 
experienced the indulgence of the house, 
that he would uow beg leave to trespass on 
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them for a very short time. The observa¬ 
tions lie had to make on tlie present bill, 
would go to the general principle ofit, rather 
than to the detail of any of its parts. This, 
he conceived, was the manner in which the 
question now before the house ought to be 
debated. The question was immediately 
connected with the defence of the country, 
and the best means of giving it stability. 
Was it not fit, therefore, that it should be 
proceeded in ? and would the house dis¬ 
grace its character, by scouting and driving 
away a measure which had so important an 
object in view ? The measure certainly did 
not go far enough; it did not go to esta¬ 
blish that force which he conceived to be 
sufficient and necessary for our purpose. 
But it went to the attainment of a certain 
object; and if he consideied it to be the last 
effort of the great mind of him who brought 
it forward, it would not now have his sup¬ 
port. He considered it merely as a measure 
which was to give effect to a thing that the 
late ministers had abandoned, namely, the 
army of reserve, the operation of which they 
had been on the point of suspending. This 
went not only to give it effect, but to render 
it beneficial. He could not conceive this, 
however, to be the last effort of the present 
minister, for if it was, it must be unworthy 
ot his great mind. It was merely to bring 
into operation a piece of imbecility that had 
been engendered by other men; a thing 
which was a nullity, and which subjected him 
who had introduced it to the imputation of 
a blockhead. He was confident the present 
plan would piocure men for the regular 
army ; lie had himself tried the experiment 
of enlisting men from a limited service 
into a legimerit of dragoons, and he suc¬ 
ceeded in it. Then to allow the supernu¬ 
merary men, who were to be reduced from 
the militia, to enter into the royal army, was 
a plan against which no reason could be 
advanced, and which was to be admitted. 
He would, therefore, support it with the 
utmost of his power. The right hon. gent, 
who brought it forward, should always have 
his good wishes and support. He could not, 
however, help deploring the exclusive admi-’ 
nistration that had been lately formed. He 
deplored the loss of so much talent as that 
which he saw arranged against the right 
hon. gent., and was grieved tn think it wa& 
not more united with his. He particularly 
lamented that the administration had not the 
benefit of the talents of an hon. gent, who 
had. just gone out of the house (Mr. Fox). 
Here there was a cry of order! upon which 
The Speaker got up, and said, he must 
appeal to the noble lord, whether the topics 
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he was dwelling upon, belonged to the ques¬ 
tion before the house ? 

Lord De Blarfuicre resumed. He said, 
he conceived it was a part of his argument 
in support of the question, to express the 
confidence he had in one of the ministers, 
and the regiet he felt at that minister’s not 
having the assistance of more talents, in the 
arduous situation he had accepted. This 
was certainly a public calamity. But, at 
the same time, he thought the right lion, 
gent, could go on, even with the assistance 
he had. 

Mr JPindhavn said, that after the decla¬ 
ration which he had made of his sentiments 
on the subject of this bill last week, he 
would not have troubled the house this 
night, if it had not been for the variety of 
topics thrown out in the present discussion. 
Hfe did not know whether the house was j 
influenced by <he opinion of the hon. baro¬ 
net opposite (Sir L. Parsons), so as to re¬ 
solve to go into the committee, and pass 
the bill at all events He wished the house 
to pause a little on this doctrine. The use 
of a second reading was.to debate the prin¬ 
ciple of the measure, and the greater the 
importance of the measure, the more neces¬ 
sary was it not to let it pass this stage with¬ 
out some discussion. The hon. baronet 
seemed to be of a directly contrary opinion, 
apd was for letting every measure, good 
or bad, go into a committee, and trying 
whether it might not be made to answer 
its purpose 5 and it was on this ground, 
he supposed the hon. baronet voted for 
sending this measure to a committee, 
though he preferred another on the ruin 
of which this was founded. His maxim 
seemed to be Ian do matientem, to ap¬ 
prove always of the measure before him. 
For his own part, he approved of the old 
practice rather than the novel doctrine of 
the hon baronet ; and therefore, though he 
had offered h:s sentiments before, he would 
repeat, shortly, his principal objections. He 
agreed in the object of the bill, but he was 
sure the bill did not tend to forward that 
object; and, therefore, he thought it right 
to put a stop to it as soon»s possible. It 
appeared to him not only inadequate to its 
object, but adverse to and destructive of it. 
There were three ways in which the measure 
"had been considered, and which, though not 
all of them separately of importance, it was 
at least important to keep distinct; 1 U, \\;hat 
the measure Was in itself, and how far it was • 
likely to attain its object; 2 d, what its merits % 
were compared with measures, which it was 
ffceant to supplant; and 3d, what the result 
||$was of a similar comparison with measures 

V^ 
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which might be proposed in-the room of it. 
All these deserved consideration ; and first 
as to a comparison of the measure with 
that which it succeeded.—Here he could 
not help noticing the conduct of several 
gentlemen, and particularly of his hon. 
triend (Sir J Wrotleslcy), and of the learn¬ 
ed gent, who spoke eaily in this debate, 
(Mr. Sturges Bourne), who triumphed be¬ 
cause the ballot was got rid of, not recol¬ 
lecting that in this triumph they weie pass¬ 
ing a pretty severe censure on the hon. au¬ 
thor of the present measure, who was among 
the first promoters nf the system of ballot, 
and who certainly had not in this bill got 
rid of the principle of compulsion, the fine 
being, as it bad been properly expressed, the 
screw, which was to screw up the parishes 
to the exertion required. It must not be 
forgotten cither, though the hon. baronet 
and the learned gent, seemed to have for¬ 
got it-, that till almost the present moment, 
ballot was to have been the foundation of 
the measure now produced. The hon. ba¬ 
ronet seemed to make it quite a matter of 
reproach to us, that we did not appear to 
join, as quickly and as heartily as we ought, 
in condemning a measure, which, till within 
these few days, he and his friends were pre* 
pared to tell us was the only one fit to be 
resorted to. Now this measure was con¬ 
demned; and by a curious kind of argu¬ 
ment the condemnation of this was to be 
proof of tlie excellence of that winch was to 
be substituted in its room. But this kind of 
argument was only good where the choice 
was limited to an alternative. If there 
were only two things to ehuse out of, it was 
plain that to condemn one was to recom¬ 
mend the other; but that was not the case 
where there were other courses to be resort¬ 
ed to. He was asked for his plan : he re¬ 
peated now what he had said on a former 
night, that his plan consisted in rejection 
merely,'in getting rid of the evils of the 
former system. What had all the advocates 
of the bill, and particularly the learned gent. 
(Mr. Sturges Bourne) been able to say in 
favour of their own measure, but that it 
removed impediments? When he (Mr. W.) 
was asked liow we were to go on in the 
simple way after the mere removal of im¬ 
pediments ; he asked the hon. gent, how 
he meant to get on in his way ? When' he 
was asked >frhere men were to be found by 
his plan, when the country was exhausted 
by war, he asked where the advocate of this 
bill expected to find men by theirs ? Hon. 
gentlemen must recollect, that though this 
measure was compulsory in one way, inas¬ 
much as it called for exertions which, if' not 
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successful, WQuld expose the parties to a 
line, ‘yet that neither this, nor even the 
army of reserve act, which was more direct¬ 
ly compulsory, did necessarily compel the 
service of any individual. Jt was always 
open to the party to commute his service for 
money; that is to say, to engage another to 
serve in his stead, end this, it was noto¬ 
rious, was so generally done, that ha 1 diy any 
portion either of the militia or army of reset ve 
consisted of men serving otbeiwi.se than as 
substitutes, that is, as men entering volun¬ 
tarily for a bounty. \Vhen, then,fore, offi¬ 
cers of high authority in such matters, de¬ 
clared that the proportion of men that hung 
loose on society in this country, was not suf¬ 
ficient to supply the army by simple recruit¬ 
ing, the answti* was, which no authority 
could over-rule, that near 200,000 men 
were serving in England in vaiious deserm- 
tions of forces, engaged in no other w iy 
than by simple recruiting, that is, under the 
inducement of a bounty. The men were, 
therefore, to be had, on the hounty being 
given and the proper means of procuring 
them being adopted; and it was plain that 
government thought so, for the only dtfler- 
ence from the ordinary system contained in 
the present bill >vasf that the disuibution 
of the money w ? as given to parish officers. 
It was evident, theiefore, that men were to 
be got lor money; the only question was, 
whether this money was to be given in the 
ordinaiy mode by serjeants^ corporals, and 
other military ofiieers, or by pat»sh offim*, 
with fines imposed to quicken tluir exertions. 
This latter mode, he could not but omsidci, 
as bad, with a view even to its own purposes. 
Should it be determined aficjf all, that a 
force such as that now proposed, namely, of 
troops for home service merely, ought to ex¬ 
ist, he should think that it ought to be re¬ 
cruited in the same way as any other, 
though at a reduced bounty. But the ques¬ 
tion previously to be determined was, whe¬ 
ther there ought to be such a lorce at all ; 
and he was decidedly of opinion that there 
ought not. He wished to hear what were its 
advantages; for the objections to it were cer- 
tainly most powerful. Fiist, it was adveise 
to the military feelings of the country. It 
the country was to be military, its army 
should be a body wholly and decidedly mili¬ 
tary. All military honours and advantages 
should center in this. The exhibition of a 
body having the semblance of soldiers and 
sharing the honours, titles, and decorations, 
without participating in the dangers, must 
ever be injurious. The honours, in parti¬ 
cular, should never be separated from the 
dangers* Ha had been himself in office 


when a measure was adopted for giving mi¬ 
litary dress and rank to certain officers of 
the barrack department, and when a propo¬ 
sal was even made for extending the same 
to bnrrack-nnsteis in general: but he had 
decidedly resisted that proposal, and wu* 
lnqipy to think that both upon that point, as 
well as in his judgment upon the general 
question he w r as supported by the coucur- 
ivnce of military characters of high autho¬ 
rity. The existence of a large defensive 
force was, he was sure, adveisc to military 
feeling. Another thing he objected to was, 
this connexion of particular battalions of the 
home force with particular battalions of the 
other service. Jt might, in some instances 
have the effect of inducing men to enter the 
first battalion for genera] seivice, but in 
other instances its cfleet would be diieotly 
contrary. If the second battalion was used 
! for recruiting the fiist, a system of disci¬ 
pline must ensue from the sort of elec¬ 
tioneering which would be practiced to in¬ 
duce the men to go from limited to extend¬ 
ed service, which would have the most inju¬ 
rious etfect. He repeated his funner argu¬ 
ment, that this plan would not create a dispo¬ 
sition for genciul military service. It might 
unsettle men tuun their domestic habits, it 
might give them an inclination for military 
service at home, so that-when their first 
! teim would bit expired, they would renew 
again for the same period ; ’but it was not 
likely in produce the effect of inducing them 
to engage n\ another kind ot service.—It 
seemed by this pHn as if the second batta¬ 
lion was to be a kind of false stomach, from 
which the man was to be thrown up, and 
ruminated before he could he digested into 
a icgular soldi* r. If some men were ar- 
hacted by the connexion to enter into the 
fir^t battalion, he was sure many would b e 
discouraged ; and it a general liberty was 
allowed to the men of entering any batta¬ 
lion they pleased, the general semce would 
be more advanced. The right lion. gent, 
contended, that one ot the effects of the sys¬ 
tem would either be to convert, the parish 
officers into crimps, or to compel them, like 
other persons in trade, to gt t people to crimp 
for them. They would or necessity be made 
the instruments of oppression and persecu¬ 
tion. 1 he bill would operate as a sort of 
constructive vagrancy act. The first object^ 
of the parish ciirnp would he to collect all 
the vngrints together to furnish the quota, 

• andf though he might, like Falstatt, be 
ashaftied of his company, they would equAl- 
J ly be offered and mos^ equally be accepted. 
It was a curious idea that this conversion 
of churchwardens into recruiters, was to 
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form a new connexion highly advantageous 
to the interests of the army. He had heard 
of £ union of church and state, but this was 
to be union of church and army. What 
fine subjects of discussion for a parish ves¬ 
try ! And what a noble way for exalting the 
. character of the soldiery, and inflaming the 
military ardour of the country, to fill the 
army with all that could be collected from 
jails, bridewells, and penitentiary houses ! — 
The bill, though not a quota-bill in all re¬ 
spects, inasmuch as it would not raise the 
bounties to the same inordinate amount, 
was completely a quota-bill as to the class 
of people, that it would get in the first in¬ 
stance; at the same time that it was far short 
of a quota-bill, if considered merely with 
respect to its efficacy. Even the efficacy 
of the quota-bill was not much to be boast¬ 
ed of. While it was perfectly efficacious 
as to filling the fleet with mutiny, ’ it 
had neither completed its numbers, nor 
in most instances, out of a thousand men 
raised had it produced three hundred who 
ever rendered the country any useful ser- 
' vice. One aspect of the bill would cer¬ 
tainly be, that it would afford ample mat¬ 
ter for law disputes. The learned gent, 
talked of the justice of the bill, but he 
would ask, what justice could be found 
in a bill, of which the effect was to impose 
fines for the failure of service which was not 
capable of being performed. This he was 
justified in contending to be the fact, for it 
expressly stated that if the parish was un¬ 
able to find men, then the fines were to be 
imposed. Was this' a principle of the law 
of fengland ? or was it to be found in 
any new code of justice, which the learn¬ 
ed gent, was about to instruct them in ? 
The whole host of new recruits, if ob¬ 
tained, would counteract the object which 
his right hon. friend had in view; for 
they were to be enlisted for home ser¬ 
vice, and the object for this new mode of 
recruiting was professedly admitted to be 
general service: so far, therefore, as these 
were persons, who, if there were no home 
service, would have entered for general; as 
must be presumed to be the case with num¬ 
bers ; so far, instead of advancing, they 
counteracted the purpose of the bill. These 
were the objections which presented them¬ 
selves to the adoption and ultimate success 
of the measure. He recommended his right 
hon. friend to place the power of recruiting 
in the hands in which it was originally 
lodged: to give a bounty proportionate tg 
t service which you wished to promote : 
^secure to the regular army its due prefer- 
^,cnce as well in this way, as by the still 


irtore important one, of providing liberally 
for those whom wounds and length of ser¬ 
vice compelled to retire; and generally, to 
put the condition of a soldier more upon a 
level with that of the class from which it 
was expected, or hoped, that he might come. 
Were these and other encouragements given, 
and all competition removed, there was no¬ 
thing in (he slate of the country, which 
should forbid the hope of seeing an army 
raised adequate to the public service, now 
as in all former times. This was a course 
far better than the wild and visionary expe¬ 
dients which it had so long been the prac¬ 
tice to have recourse to; which had rarely 
been pushed to a greater extent than in the 
present bill; and which as they were sanc¬ 
tioned by no experience nor founded on any 
rational theory, would lead to nothing but 
consequences the most injurious to the very 
objects which they professed to have in 
view. 

J\lr. Fuller rose to explain. He said, by 
the common law of this country, persons 
called night-walkers (not of the female 
kind) who had not done a day’s work in a 
gi An time, and could not give a good ac¬ 
count of themselves, might be committed, 
and such were vagranls; this he mentioned 
in consequence of what the right hon. gent, 
who spoke last had said on the probable 
abuse of the power of parish officers on 
this bill. 

General Notion in a few words expressed 
hi** approbation of the bill. 

Mr. A. Ward said, he was surprised to 
hear the present bill stigmatized as an un¬ 
constitutional measure. It perfectly accord¬ 
ed with the habits of our ancestors at a very 
ancient pe riod of our history, so far back, 
indeed, as the Saxon HeptaTchy. It was 
the mode of raising men which Alfred the 
Great had recourse to. '1 hat great monarch 
committed the care of providing a supply 
for his army to persons, who, at that time, 
held situations in the country exactly similar 
to those of the overseers and churchwardens 
of parishes at present. It could riot be con¬ 
ceived as at all likely to injure the military 
character to have the army recruited through 
the agency of such persons—certainly not so 
much so as by the employment of ordinary 
recruiting serjeants. For the justification 
of this remark, he would only refer to the 
well known ptory of Serjeant Kite in the 
drama, and from that it would appear that 
soldiers raised by the ordinary mode of re¬ 
cruiting were not so very likely to be so re¬ 
spectable as some gentlemen seemed to 
think. As to the necessity, which called 
for the utmost exertion to provide for tbo 
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defence of the country, he thought it could stance was much qualified, apei as m<my ; 
scarcely be doubted by any man who con- parts still remained in the bill, of which! 
sidered the character of the enemy with that hon. r gent. had disapproved! but, as 

whom we had to contend, and the scale of those two evils, of which, his right hoh* ( 

his preparations. Since Napoleon had as- friend oh the lower bench (Mr, Windham) 

sumed the title of Emperor, the dangers so often complained; namely, the ballot and 

from the hostility of France had been aug- high bounties, were to be removed this bill,* 

mented.—The lion, member concluded with he could not help saying, that bis unqualified 

declaring the pleasure he felt to find, that opposition not a little astonished him. Hfe 

the right hori. gent, who had just spoken reason for getting rid of the ballot, the right 

at length upon the subject had founded his 1 hon. gent, stated to be this, that, since he 

opposition, not upon* the argument that it first mentioned this plan to the house, he 

was unconstitutional, but upon the grounds, had an opportunity of seeing the papers* 

of its propriety and policy.—The question which enabled him to ascertain the number 

was then loudly called for, and the gallery of men whose personal service was obtained* 

was abput to be cleared, when, by ballot under the army of reserve bill, $nd ( 

The Chancellor of ihe Exchequer rose. He this he found to be only 2,000 out of about 

began by stating, that his wish was to post- 40,000 men. It, therefore, struck him 39 

pone the delivciy of his sentiments upon the extremely desirable, to abolish that which, 

bill he had the honour to submit to the produced so much individual pressure and 

house, until he should have an opportunity such loud complaints, and to distribute the 

of hearing all the objections that might be necessity of providing men* in such a way 

urged against it by all those gentlemen who that the burthen should fall upon those peo- 

were usually in the habit of speaking upon pie in the parishes and the country at large, 

such topics, but yet he could not persuade who were likely to be the most competent 

himself to suffer some of the observations .to bear it. For this purpose, and in orde* 

which had been made in the course of the to make the evil of high bounties impossj* 

debate to go unanswered ; and, first, as to ble, this bill provided, while it would serve 

those remarks which were applied personally to secure all the advantages of local exertion 

to himself From those it seemed as if it in aid of our regular recruiting. This wad 

was understood that he had forfeited some an alteration in the system pursued by the 

pledge that he had made before he had the late govt., and one of the principal altera-, 

honour to arrive at the situation which he tions which he had recommended. If how* 

rlow held ; and that he had neglected to ever, he should be told, that this plan w^a, 

bring forward mcli measures as that house not adequate to the purpose in view, he 

and the country had reason to expect. To would call upon the gentlemen who made - 

this he should only say, that the very measure the objection to propose something of their 

theft before the house was that which, when own, or to suggest what they would deem 

out of offic', lie pressed on the consideration necessary to alter, amend or accomplish the 

of the house 5 and he was rftuch surprised to object of this plan. To the complaint of 

find that many gentlemen, who upon that its inefficiency he would say, t that it was 

occasion professed lu think it a matter of that which the house and those hon. gen- 

such importance, that they supported a mo- tiemen themselves, on a former occasion,, 

lion to postpone the deliberation on that bill considered preferable to the army of reserve 

for which this was introduced as a sub^ti- act; and as to the other measures which he 

tute, seemed now disposed to refuse it a full had promised to bring forward, with respect 

discussion. This disappointment ho cou- to the propriety of enlisting men for a 11 * 

fessed lie felt the more, because, since this mited periodic the regular army, he had to 

apparent acquiescence in the policy and ne- state, that this subject was under the const*, 

cfcsMty of this plan, that part had been deration of those persons who were most ca- 

omitted upon which any material difference pabl’e, from their professional knowledge, to 

of opinion seemed to prevail, particularly in forma correct opinion upon it. That opi* 

the mind of the hon. gent, on the opposite nion, as soon as he should collect it, he 

bench (Mr. Fox). That alteration was as would take occasion to submit to the house#, 
to the ballot, which it was deemed,advisabie —As to other points connected with the 
to leave out altogether. He d d not, how- force for om 11 tioual defence, he begged it 

ever, from this mean to say, that any impu to beYecollected, that he never said that the 

tation of inconsistency could attach to that quantum of that ffree was not quite suf* 

hon. gent., even though he should refuse his detent. He only expressed doubts as to the 

concurrence upon this question, as the ex- mode of its dis nbulioif, which was er* * 

pression of his approbation in a former in roneous that it had not yet been found poi* 
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sible to correct it. This formed the im¬ 
provement w^ich he before stated to be 
necessary to our military system, together 
with the amendments which he suggested 
in the volunteer bill, relative to the pay, 
doathing, &c. many of which were adopted, 
and one of which, that of inviting the vo¬ 
lunteers to go on permanent duty, was acted 
Upon by those gallant corp3 themselves to 
such an extent, before the bill was adopted, 
that they were now in a state of discipline 
much different from that in which they were 
some time ago described by some hon. gen¬ 
tlemen.—There were other points to which 
he had felt it his duty to call the attention 
of the house, namely, a farther provision 
forour naval defence j and also an arrange¬ 
ment for the construction of fortifications in 
particular places. Those points, he had no 
doubt, that the present executive govt., un-. 
der whose department they were, were ac¬ 
tively engaged iij providing for. He alluded 
to them, though he felt them to be extra¬ 
neous from the present discussion, and trust¬ 
ed the house would excuse him when they 
recollected the frequent appeals made to him 
atu) his conduct upon the important subject * 
Of our national defence, in the course of 
the debate.—In coming to the bill before 
the house, he could not help observing, that, 
from the nature of the arguments used, and 
from the particular tenor of the language of 
his right hon, friend, he could find only a 
verbal adherence to opinions formerly de¬ 
livered, but not followed by any practical 
consequences. He had heard of the neces¬ 
sity of vigorous measures to meet a great 
*od impending danger ; of the propriety of 
making the utmost efforts to recruit our re¬ 
gular army* a proposition that no one ever 
disputed. He had heard it strongly incul¬ 
cated that every means should be used to 
keep alive the spirit of the country ; that 
the people should be taught to feel that the 
amount of the sacrifices they must submit 
to, and of the exertions they would be 
called upon to make, were not to be cal¬ 
culated from any thing they had heard of in 
former periods, much less from any thing 
they had witnessed in times of peace; that 
their minds must be raised to a level with 
the new order of things in which the world 
was placed. All thoi>e animating exhorta¬ 
tions he had often heard; and what was the 
object of them if they were not intended 
to lead to some practical eflcct ? Hut, if 
he were to hear ofar refined argument as 
to probable litigation in the parishes, ij> 
opposition -to a measure called for by the t 
#frst pressing emergency, he could not he- 
♦sitfic to pronounce il a most extiaordinary 


proceeding. He confessed, that he Dover 
expected tb hear the tone cf his right hon. 
friend sunk sb low^ as to introduce petty 
parochial considerations into the discussions 
of a subject involving the fundamental in¬ 
terests of this country, and the best hopes 
of Europe. He hoped, however, that the 
sentiments of the right hon. gent, would 
not make an impression upon the house or 
the country hostile to that measure, as that 
hon. gent., it must be obvious, now pressed 
the objection where he before pressed the 
motive. The bill should have been argued 
by the right hon. gent, and others upon its 
own merits, and not be resisted by the use 
of captivating topics or bye words, not 
fairly applicable to it—such as, 'that it 
would go to convert the parish overseers 
into recruiting officers: but suppose it did, 
and that served to furnish an additional 
force for our national defence, Ihe country 
would feel itself amply repaid for any in- 
conveniencies which this regulation might 
create, in the public prosperity and indi¬ 
vidual comfort which that force would con¬ 
tribute to secure. When it was said, that 
this plan was novel and extraordinary, he 
would beg gentlemen to recollect that it 
was founded on that system which had 
stood the test of experience, which had ex¬ 
isted 50 years in this country, and the prin¬ 
ciple of which had been recently extended, 
with the unanimous concurrence of the 
house, to a levy en masse . This, then, was 
the nature of the wild, fanciful notion, 
which he was charged with having origi¬ 
nated in this instance. Really, those iveie 
imputations which he could not understand. 
With respect to the grounds upon which 
the bill was discussed, it seemed to him, 
that the simple question for the considera¬ 
tion of the house was this—whether the 
mode proposed for raising men fdV the 
army was preferable to the ordinary mode 
of recruiting? In order to judge of this 
question, there were three points to be en¬ 
quired into: 1st. whether local exertion, 
aided by ordinary recruiting, was not more 
likely to furnish recruits than the latter 
inode alone ?. 2d. whether men so raised 
for limited service were not more likely tp 
enter into the regular army than those per-, 
sons engaged in the several'occupations of 
civil life ? and, 3d. whether such men were 
likely to be vvoise soldi' rs than tho^e taken 
immediatWy from the loom, &t\? Upon 
the first point, he felt it quite unnecessary 
to argue with his right hon. friend : to his 
ingenious speculations he hud only to op-, 
pose experience-—he had only to state, 
that, within little more Ijhan 12 months, n 0 



Ie<s§ than roo,c6o men had been raised in 
this country, through the medium of local 
exertion ; and where, he would ask, could 
a precedent be found for arty thing like an 
equal number raised within an equal length 
of time by the ordinary recruiting? It 
was impossible. The success of this plan 
was naturally to be expected. That men 
should prefer, in the 1 first instance, a ser¬ 
vice that was limited, with respect to time 
and place, to that which was unlimited in 
both, was what was to be looked for from 
human nature. The desire men had to 
defend their native soil, and to. fight upon 
that soil for their own safety, rather than 
go to another country, probably to combat 
the climate as well as the enemy, combined 
with a reasonable deference for the wishes 
of relations, must contribute to determine 
their preference for a limited service. Upon 
the 2d point aho, he had only to resort to 
experience,. He was not under the ne¬ 
cessity of opposing a theory against the 
theory of the right hon. gent., for he had 
only to call to the recollection of the house, 
that, previous to the close of the last war, 
above 30,000 militia volunteered for ge¬ 
neral service, and within the last year, out 
of between 30 and 40,000 men, raised for 
the army of reserve, above 14,000 had en¬ 
listed into the regular army. What, then, 
had not the country to hope, if, pursuant 
to the operation of this btJI, it should have 
a force of 70,000 men ready at an emer¬ 
gency, from which a reinforcement of 
12,000 men annually towards the regular 
army was naturally to be looked for ? What 
would be our prospect under such a cir¬ 
cumstance, at the commencement of any 
future w-ar, or in case of the long conti¬ 
nuance of the present ? Why, that we 
should have ready at hand a perpetual, ne¬ 
ver-failing resource for the supply of our 
regular army, to an amount, which, from 
the experience he had alluded to, he thought 
he should not be too sanguine in calculating 
upon.—After having explained, as lie con¬ 
ceived satisfactorily, these two points, he 
did not think it requisite to do more than to 
state the third, to ensure the assent of the 
house.—That soldiers thus obtained from 
limited to unlimited service, were as likely 
to be not 6nly not worse, but much more 
effective men than others recruited from 
among the people without any. previous 
knowledge of military affairs. From this 
view of the subject, he was at a loss to 
know upon what ground a measure could 
be resisted, that had at once in view our 
present defence and bur future strength. 
His right hon. friend would not, surely. 


propose in his situation, for,the regular af- 
my entirely to overlook ft defensive force. 
How far, he would be glad to know,, did 
he mean to carry his principle ? The object 
of this bill was to provide for both an of¬ 
fensive and defensive force, and by the 
most expeditious and effectual means. It 
proposed to give the assistance of the parish 
officers, and the interest which the parishes 
must feel, to promote the views of the or¬ 
dinary recruiting officers, and to give to all 
men the King’s bounty. The bounty would 
be the same to all; and money, therefore* 
was to form no motive in the choice of ser¬ 
vice which the recruit was to make. But 
gentlemen said, that many abuses would 
arise out of the execution of this bill, that 
the parish officers would act unjustly, and 
that the poor would be oppressed; but 
those gentlemen seemed toTorget, that there 
were any magistrates in # the country to 
prevent such oppression, and to punish any 
petty tyrants that might attempt to practice 
it. The fines to be inflicted for the de¬ 
ficiency of contribution in parishes, could 
not, he maintained, have a tendency to 
urge to such injustice as appeared to be 
apprehended, for that fine was not to be 
so considerable, certainly nothing equal, to 
that to.which individuals were liable every 
quarter sessions under the army of reserve 
act. The allusions made to poachers and 
vagrants were not at all justified by any 
clause in the bill. Neither were they made 
subject to any compulsion by this measure, 
nor was it intended that they should. The 
insinuations thrown out, that persons ap¬ 
plying for relief to the parish officers would 
probably be rejected if they should refuse 
to enlist under this bill, might be classed 
among the chimerical apprehensions ex¬ 
pressed upon this subject j for nothing could 
be so absurd as to suppose that the infirm 
and the fathers of families, who were those 
who generally applied for parish relief, were 
such as the parish officers would send to 
form their quota of military contribution % 
for the one uould not be received, and the 
other must leave his family as a burthen to 
the parish. His right hon. friend had said, 
that the existence of a secondary force tend? 
ed to injure the military character j but 
whether the different descriptions of military 
force, militia, army of reserve, volunteers* 
sea fedcibles, &c. now to be formed through¬ 
out the nation, had contributed to the effect 
mentioned, or whether the military chft- 
ractei^Was ever held in higher or more ge¬ 
neral estimation, he would leave \t to any 
man who had the leftst opportunity of ob¬ 
servation to answer. It was rather singular, 
P d 2 . * 
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that the saifte right horn put. who had 
talked so gloomingly and almost desponding- 
J y of our danger at one tirnq, but who now 
professed to feel that danger not so mena¬ 
cing, should yet state that the very force to 
vyhich we owe our security from that danger, 
are composed of men, as the right hon. gent, 
termed it, dissevered from danger, and not 
only as unfit to be soldiers, but that their 
even wearing the military dress, was a dis¬ 
grace to the soldier’s character. To whom 
then was the empire to trust for its safely ? 
Discipline, the right hon. gent, observed, 
was the soul of an army, and the officers of 
the new battalions were to be of such a 
Character, and to hold such a rotation with 
the bfficers of the regular battalions attached 
to each of them, that there was every pro¬ 
bability of speedy communication of effec¬ 
tive discipline to the new levies; and the 
right hon. gent, was sufficiently conversant 
With military subjects, to know of what de¬ 
scription the men might be, prosided the 
officers were of the character he had refeired 
k tO« If the.light lion, gent, did not wish the 
Whole of our defence to rest upon the re¬ 
gular army, he would ask him, whether he 
Would not deem an army for limited service, 
to the amount of 14,000 in the united king 
dom, an important auxiliary to a regular 
array to the same amount ? r l he former al¬ 
ways famishing the means of keeping up 
4he latter to ils full complement, and, com¬ 
bined with our volunteers, enabling govt, to 
apply the disposable force to any purpose 
abroad, that might appear to be expedient. 
This quantum of force, he thought the cir¬ 
cumstances of the times rendered necessary, 
and not more than the scale of the enemy’s 
preparations demanded for our safety —7'he 
fight lion. gent, controverted the idea that 
there was any scarcity of population in the 
country to supply the army. In proof of 
the contrary he mentioned, among other cir * 
cumstances, that there were not Jess than 4 
or 5,000 men obtained for the army of re¬ 
serve since Feb. last, just'during the time 
that so much assertion had been heard in 
that hduse as to the scarcity of men. He be¬ 
lieved, also, that much of the apparent dif¬ 
ficulty of procuring nun proceeded from the 
high bounties, many persons disposed to <n- 
list holding back, in the hope that m this 
recruiting auction a higher sum might be 
had. Another cause was the distribution of 
*he quotas under the army of reserve act, 
w ithout any reference to the number of vo¬ 
lunteers in each parish, which was anoerror 
that. Upon Ins suggestion, was but very lately* 
The right hon gent, concluded 
%fPf* ,n 6> ^at he hoped he had 8<jid enough 


to shew the house, that thi* was a mea¬ 
sure which deserved their further serious and 
attentive consideration; and he therefore 
(rusted that the house would send it to the 
committee, where it would be liable to re¬ 
ceive such further improvements as the wis¬ 
dom of parliament might suggest; and 
where he trusted it would not be ihe view 
of members to hamper or impede the pro¬ 
gress of the bill, but to view it as a mea¬ 
sure contributing to an extensive plan for the 
completion of our national defen e, and the 
increase of our means of disposable force, 
by a permanent, solid, and effectual aug¬ 
mentation of the regular army of the coun¬ 
try. 

Mr. Fa* 1 .—I have frequently, Sir, been 
under the necessity of apologizing for 
troubling the house with my sentiments 
at considerable length, on variou> occa¬ 
sions ; but at present, I find myself called 
upon by the r 5 t. hon. gent, to apologise, be¬ 
cause I have not delivered my opinion in 
detail upon the measure buforo us* 1 have 
but one reason, and that appears to me, 
at least perfectly satisUctury, and it is this, 
that even before the speech o t my right 
bon. friend (Mr. Windham), I thought it 
unnecessary to add any thing to the argu¬ 
ments against the bill, and that on a fair 
balance, pro and con, there could be no 
doubt of the vast tupcuority of the objec¬ 
tions, and then followed the speech of my 
rt. hon. friend, which seemed to me to 
leave no doubt whatever on the case. Be¬ 
fore 1 answer the call of the rt. hon, gent, 
it may be proper to make a few pre¬ 
liminary observations upon those with which 
he prefaced hi* speech. He complained, 
that it was hard that ihose who formerly 
voted for his proposal, when made from a 
different place, and in a mode to us even 
moie objectionable, should refuse to en- 
teitain it for discussion now. But, it any 
authority were wanting to justify those, who 
on due examination, disappioVe the prin¬ 
ciple of a bill in stopping it before it reaches 
a committee, it would be that of a rt. hon* 
gent, on a late occasion, who said that he 
vyho thinks the title of a bill explains its 
principles, must be little acquainted with 
the proceeding;, of the house ; and the ar¬ 
guments of the hon. baronet who votes for 
the measure, that it may be discussed in 
the commijtee, pays an indiscriminate com¬ 
pliment to every measure that may bo 
brought forward. But the rt. hou. gent, 
says he did not flatter himself with the 
entire concurrence of myself, and some of 
those wnh whom I act, in all the provisions 
of the bill. Why, then, did we vote foi it* 



but for two reasons* fi r »4 *M a prop®*!- j 
tion of a, nature so important, apd feo© j 
a person of sych reputation, was at least 
fit to be discussed; and, secondly, because 
we disapproved that measure which it was 
proposed to suspend, namely, the army of 
reserve bill, and indeed wished that act to 
be repealed altogether. But after having 
supported his proposal * on that occasion, I 
should have thought that the rt. hon. gent, 
was the Last person who ought to catechise 
us for our motives. He accuses us like¬ 
wise of never proposing any thing of our ■ 
own for the defence of the country, while 
we object to his,—And here, Sir, let me 
correct the rt. hon. gent. 1 beg his pardon, 
hut I think, if 1 do not dream, that, but a 
few weeks ago, I made a motion for going 
into a commit tee to consider of the defence 
of the country j a motion on which I had 
(he happiness of his distinguished support, 
precisely on the grounds on which 1 brought 
it forward, though the leading members of 
administration, indeed, contended, that we 
ought to suggest specific plans. I thought 
that the best mode then, and so did the rt. 
hon, gent, and if he still remains of that 
opinion, 1 am ready to make the motion 
over again to-morrow, if he will honour it 
with his support. So much in justification 
of ourselves for having supported the rt, 
hon. gent, formerly—a support which I by 
no means regret. 1 confess, however, that 
we receive more harsh treatment than the 
rt. hon. gent, deals to others* Some of the 
hon. and rt, hon. gentlemen who now sit 
bear him, then reproached us pretty se¬ 
verely for having voted for giving a .hearing 
to his plan. Then his present noble and rt. 
hon. friends, who having heard must ap¬ 
prove his proposals, would not so much as 
entertain it for discussion ; and to us it is 
every thing that they are now in a situation 
to support what they formerly rejected. All 
I beg of them for their attacks upon me 
then, is that they would make a sort of 
amende honorable for their conductj and, 
making me a bow, thank us for the appor* 
tunity we give thefo of again defending 
their original favourite plan, by throwing 
out this measure.—Here let me just take 
notice, too, of an argument of the hon. 
hart. (Sir L. Parsons), who avows, that 
though he approved much more of the bill 
brought forward by the late secretary of 
state, he must vote for the present. Suf¬ 
fer me, however, to comfort the hon. ba¬ 
ronet on this occasion, by informing him 
that he is under no necessity of contenting 
himself with this worse bill, because the 
Vth$r, instead of being lost, pow sfond® for 
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a second reading on Monday next; when, 
if he pleases, he may have a«i opportunity 
of following up his approbation. He has 
nothing to do, therefore, but to try the fatfe 
of thehili he patronised so much, and, if 
he fails, still he has a good thing left to 
console him. And here, Sir, permit me to 
say that there is something not remarkably ' 
creditable to the modesty of the two rt hon. 
gentlemen, on the opposite side, in talking, 
the one of them of the late administration, 
and the other of the presets one, as if they 
were two distinct administrations. Now 
reajly, when it is considered that six mi¬ 
nisters of the last cabinet, being a majority, 
retain their situations in the present one, it 
does not seem that the hon. gentlemen are 
quite so complimentary to their colleagues 
unless they think themselves the uily effi¬ 
cient cabinet ministers. I therefore wish 
to ask, a little consideration for thote six 
ministers. It is-very hard upon them to be 
so treated as if they form no part of either, 
when, in fact, they constitute the majority 
of both, and are likely, I believe, to belong 
to every administration that might be form¬ 
ed—so far are they from being in that forlorn 
state that some people might suppose ! —The 
rt. hon. gent, complains, that more should 
have been expecied from him than the pre¬ 
sent measure promises to effect. I do not 
join in that censure of him. It cannot be 
forgotten, however, that the rt. hon. gent, 
on many occasions, expressed himself strong:- 
ly respecting the imminence of the danger 
with which the country wa4 threatened. It 
is true there were other measures besides the 
present, there was the navy, the ordnance, 
&c. in which much was to be done ; and 
no doubt the advice of the rt. hon. gent, 
may be of infinite benefit, though the ord¬ 
nance at least remains precisely hi the same 
hands as when the rt. lion. gent, thought 
that there was room for much greater ex¬ 
ertion than had been displayed.—As to the 
measure itself, the rt. hon. gent, says, that a 
general military recruiting would be more 
slow in its operation. But if an immediate 
effect be that chiefly aimed at, is there any 
thing to be done towards a more general 
arming of the maritime counties ? For so 
far, at least, he agreed that the general arm¬ 
ing we recommended specifically should be 
adopted. I hope, however, that both with 
respect to that and the improvement pf die 
volunteers, # the right hon. gent- still adheres 
to his former opinions. If he does, he must 
see thaufor any thing immediate these are 
mdre urgent than the present bill. Indeed 
it $eetns rather preposterous to proceed to 
the adoption of a permanent system.ofre- 
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crilitrng, while such important parts of our 
defence still remains unfinished; and I agree, 
that if there ever was any danger of inva¬ 
sion, nothing has yet occurred that can lead 
u$ to believe that it is now over.—The pre- 
sent measure, however, giving up the bal¬ 
lot, is said to be less objectionable to us. 
True, but if the circumstances of the coun¬ 
try were so urgent, it is possible that strorg 
measures may have been necessary, and 
even severity, for immediate result may 
have been preferable to a slow and inefficient 
lenity. But the rt. hon. gent, says he has 
lately found that a very small proportion in¬ 
deed of the militia and army of reserve 
served in person. And did the rt. hon. 
gent, find it necessary to have the informa¬ 
tion and researches of office to discover what 
-was notorious to every man in England > 
or, if he made the inquny to gratify his 
curiosity in going into office, it was a curi¬ 
osity which ifo man in England had but 
himself. .Strange, indeed, must have been 
the construction of a measure that was form¬ 
ed on principles that were deranged by the 
discovery of so notorious a fact. Then, what 
does the bill profess to do as to immediate 
effect ? It is to fill up the militia, the de¬ 
ficit cy of the army of reserve, and the 
J 2,000 of them that have enlisted for ge¬ 
neral service. Then how is this to be done > 
The right hon. gent, complains that the 
parish officers who are to execute the act are 
nuk-named recruiting officers. But with 
all his frlicity and choice of language, can 
the right hon gent, find a better phrase ? 
It has justly been contended by my right 
hon. friend (Mi. Windham), that the pa¬ 
rish officers either will succeed in their exer¬ 
tions to raise men, or they will resort to 
threats and to oppression. It is, undoubted¬ 
ly, true, that the magistrates of this coun¬ 
try deserve every praise for their pure ad¬ 
ministration of the laws, but stiff it is not 
good to give them an interest in stretching 
the law\ It is said, that much advantage 
will be derived from local exertions and in* 
flucncc. But may not such influence be 
abused ? If to save the parish money, or 
for the vanity of raising the quota, it is 
quite credible that the influence over the 
lower orders may be abused. The parish 
officers will not send the halt and the blind, 
as, the right hon. gent, asks, but they-may 
send unfit persons, or they may influence a 
poor matt with a large family # to send his 
son • and by some such screw or othftr mpst 
the effect be produced. Jt is tffce, also, 
,fhat there is no claim as to vagrants Aid 
poacheis, but it isbasy to conceive that per- 
aooS under the suspicion of such charges may 


bemfiuetrced to vohrmeef hi inch a way as 
to talk of free will is a 1 downright mockery. 
In short, the local influence which is to work 
Such wonders, may be translated into pounds, 
shilling*, and pence, if not into tyranny and 
bppression. Bounties will be resorted to if 
the men are to be found. To save the pa¬ 
rish the fine in case of default, persons may 
be induced to Contribute a guinea or two in 
addition to the govt, bounty, and thus, 
though this does not appear in the parish 
books, the bounty is in fact increased, and 
thus the competition of the regular re¬ 
cruiting is overpowered, notwithstanding 
any regulation to the contrary. And what 
is the character ot the parish officers ? 
We have seen the latter displayed upon 
the stage, perhaps a little in caricature, 
but stiff we know that they will cajole the 
recruits; they wifi not be harsh in taxing 
recruits for peccadilloes, for getting drunl£ 
or perhaps other vices. But is tlje parish 
officer, turned recruiting officer, to encourage 
their proceedings, which, as a parish officer, 
he is boilqd to correct j and how may he not 
employ the influence of such authority to 
procure men ? Besides, it it not absurd, 
that govt, should first say to the parish, 
find you the man—we find the money; but 
next, if you don’t firtd the man, find us 
the money. Can any thing be worse Con¬ 
trived, or more incongruous than such a sys¬ 
tem ? In fact, one of two things wilt hap¬ 
pen. Either the parish officers will employ 
an undue influence and authority, of they 
will make local subscriptions to increase the 
bounty, and apply to a crimp, as they do 
pow, raise the men, cost what it will, and 
thus, once more, by hi£h bounties utterly 
destroy the recruiting for the army. I am 
almost ashamed of dwelling so much upon 
this point; but it is in fact the whole of the 
bill. The measure likewise attempts to 
blend two things utterly irreconcilahle-^an 
extraordinary provision for a sudden emer¬ 
gency, and a permanent military system. 
There are two filings to be aimed at, a suf¬ 
ficient force for home defence and a general 
disposable force, and much depends on the 
order of the two. It seems to be admitted 
by all, that if-there be n sufficient force for 
home defence, the general army is not so 
strong as is desirable. With respect to the 
plans of making the home army the nursery 
for the* foreign army, I would ask, is it 
just to do so? The right hon. gem at least 
says, that he takes the 1 men into the home 
service, first, because they would not with 
their eyes open enter for general service. 
Then it is a fraud upon them. He 
too, that in the one case their parents would 
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forbid, and Us the other ertcoqragetheflM© 
enter. But what a fraud is this, too, on 
the parents! Might not the parents justly 
say, “ you inveigled our son, from us, on 
pretence that he engaged for home service 
only. You even induced us to employ our 
influence to send him into the home service. 
Yet in a few months you remove him from 
our sight, and by new artifices you prevail 
upon him to do that which, in the fust in¬ 
stance, be would have shrunk from, and 
from which we would have used all our pa¬ 
ternal authority to prevent.” Surely, this is 
not a fair and honourable way of dealing 
with the country, But it is said, that the 
mode proposed will be more expeditious, 
and the recruit bo sooner had. But no soon¬ 
er than if he had at first, gone into the regu¬ 
lars, which in many cases, if he had not 
been intercepted, he might have done. But 
in truth, remove the competition which has 
existed, and which you are again about to 
revive, and the general recruiting will go on 
well. At least give it a chance. If it does 
not, then a, certain degree of force, if cir¬ 
cumstances require it, must be employed. 
As the first object now is to have men for 
foreign service, take all you can for that, 
and afterwards yoq may drag the pond again 
for those of an inferior kind, which may be 
good enough, perhaps, for other service.— 
The plan, too, of making one battalion the 
nursery for another, seerns liable to the 
strongest objections. It is one of the great 
excellencies of a free govt, like this, that by 
means of elections, and other popular parts 
of the constitution, the rich are obliged io 
pay a certain court to the poor, which, on 
the one hand, increases the independence of 
the poor, while it mitigates and corrects the 
arrogance and pride which wealth and su¬ 
periority might tend to engender. But this, 
which is excellent in the civil, would be 
most pernicious in the military state. There 
the officers should have no favours to ask of 
the soldiers $ they should be in the situation 
of conferring favours; but, to gain tbe good 
wjl) of the men, and carry them to another 
corps with them, must totally change the 
rdative character of officers and soldiers, 
and operate to the destruction of discipline. 
It is j&ai/ly however, that under regular 
officers the home army would be kept in a 
state of perfect discipline. No doubt under 
such officers they might be made excellent 
troops. But where are such officers now to 
be had ?—Jn the .next place, can we to¬ 
tally overlook the constitutional objections 
to such a system ? Can we forget that such 
a home force, as a permanent system, is in- 
•oasistent with all those guards which were 


thought necessary in the militia j and such 
a force, bfficered like regular troops, the 
officers might in the end have no other con¬ 
nexion With the country but their holding 
commissions from the crown ? Such are the 
objections if the system is to be permanent. 

If it were to be temporary only, all the fine 
spun theory of first and second battalions 
would be blown to pieces in a moment. 
What, then, after so much expectations, af¬ 
ter the removal of an administration, in a 
great degree on the charge of want of vigour 
and efficiency in preparing for tbe public 
defence, will the country be satisfied with 
such a measure as this ? The right hon. 
gent, taunts my right hon. friend (Mr. 
Windham) with saying, what, would you 
do nothing ? But what my right hon. friend 
proposes would do a great deal, indeed ; for 
he would takeaway all ihe impediments to 
the general recruiting of the army, and give 
the army a fair chance. to immediate 
effect* and for home defence, the best 
expedient, in my opinion, is to trust to the 
zeal and spirit of the country. So far, at 
least, the right hon. gent, agrees with me in 
thinking a general recruiting adviseable, at 
least in ihe maritime counties, 3 nd, when¬ 
ever he brings such a measure forward, he 
may depend upon my support. Tome, the 
principal classes of our means of defence, 
consist in the regular army, then the militia, 
and the volunteers and general arming i but 
each of them in its place and order, so as 
not to interfere with that which is different 
and more important. As to the offers of the 
nulitia last war, it must be remembered that 
it was not till they had been in Holland, ia 
lieland, and in Minorca, particularly when 
they were under an officer (Gen. Fox), of 
whom it would not become me to speak too 
praisingly, but who is allowed to excel in 
the forming of troops. Then, indeed, the 
drafts from the militia became most excel-* 
lent as well as brave soldiers, and performed 
exploits which redounded to their own im¬ 
mortal honour and ihat of the country.— 
To conclude, Sir, 1 cannot but deprecate 
the adoption of a measure so little calcu¬ 
lated to promote its ends, and to which there 
are so many powerful constitutional objec¬ 
tions. I have omitted many which might 
have been urged, but the measure is of such 
a nature, and so palpably defective in every 
way, that I should not have taken up So 
much of your time in commenting upon it, 
had it'not # coroe from a person ot the right 
hon. g<yat.*s consideration, and it, by some 
ui&ccountable fatality, it had not appeared , 
to have occupied a degree?of attention which 
ia itself it so little deserves. 


* ’ 
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The house then divided, when there ap¬ 
peared, * 

For the second reading of the bill 221 
1 Against it------ - tfl 

Majority - - - - - * <40 

The bill was accordingly read a second 
time, and ordered to be committed on Mon¬ 
day.—Adjourned at 3 o’clock on Saturday 
morning. 

List of the Minority . 


Adair, Robert 
Adam?, C. 

Adams, H. 
Addington, Henry 
Addington, Hilty 
Aldiorpe, Lord 
Andover, Lord 
Anson, Thomas 
Antonie, L. W. 
Astley, Sir J. 

Aubrey, Sir J. 
J&agencl, W. 

Baker, J- 
Bampiyldr, Sir C. 
Barclay, C. 

Barclay, Sir Robert 
Barham, J. K. 

Baring, Sir F. 

Barlow, F. W. 

Bcoyon, R. 

Berkeley, G. 

Bouverie, Edw. 
Brogdcn, Js, 

Brooke, C, 

Burdett, Sir F. 
Bastard, J. 

Best, W. D. 

Bond, N. 

Bragge, C. 

Badlie, E. 

Browne, II. 

Byng, 0. 

Caicralt, John 
Cavendish, Lord G, 
Cavendish, W. 
Calvert, N. 

Camming, G. 
Cornwall, Sir G. 
Cocker»tl, W. 
Caulfield, H. 
Chapman, Chailes 
Coke, 'I homas 
Cooke, Rtyau 
Combe, Harvey 
Courtenay, John 
Craufurd, Robt. 
Cicevey, Thomas 
Dolbcn, Sir W. 
Dallas, Rohr. 
Deverell, Robr. 
Douglas, Marquis 
Dundacf Lawrence 
Ducdas, George 
l)und as, Charles 
Dundas, C. 

Elliot, W. 

.Ertikmc, Thomas 
Byre, A.H.Chas. * 
Rllhon, Richard 
Ftllowes, N, 


Fellowes, Robt. 
Foljambe, F. F. 
Fitzgerald, James 
Fitzpatiiek, Richard 
Fonbhinquc, John 
Foley, A. 

Fox, Charles James 
Francis, Philip 
Giddy, D. 

Graham, Sir f. 

Geary, Sir VV. 

Golding, J. 

Grenfell, P. 

Giey, Charles 
Hamilton, Ld. Arch. 
Hawkins, Sir C. 
Hawthorn, C. T. 
Hobhousc, B. 
Hcathcote, J. 

Holland, Sir N. 
Heathcotr, Sir G. 
Hippisley, Sir John 
Holland, Henry 
Howard, Henry 
Hulkes, James 
Hurst, Robt. 
Hutchinson, C. 

Jckyll, Joseph 
Jc rvoise, C. J. 
Johnstone, George 
Kensington, Loid 
Ker, R. G. 

Knox, Hon. G. 
Kinnaird, Charles 
Leslie, C. W. 
Ladbioke, Robt. 
Lambton, Ralph 
Lai one he, f. 
Latouche, R. 

Lawley, Sir R. 
Laurence, Dr. 

Lemon, Sir W. 

Lemon, J. 

Lovcden, E, L. 

Lloyd, yames Martin 
Langion, W. G* 
I.cfevre, C. S. 
I.angham, James 
Metcalfe, Sir T. 
Markham, J, 
Mlddltion, W, 
Manners, J. 

Madocks, Win. A. 
M’Mahon, John % 
Milbanke, Sir R. , 

Milner, Sir W.-, 

Moore, Peter * 

Moore, G. Peter 
Morpeth, Lord 
Morris; Edward* 


Moseyn, Sit Thomas 

Mills, W. G. 

Mills, a 

Mcllish, W. 

Newport, Sir John 
North, Dudley 
O’Brien, Sir Ed. 

Orde, William 
Q*b rne, Lord Francis 
Ossulstone, Lord 
Orchaid, VV. 

Ptirse, Henry 
Pelham, C. A, 

Petty, Lord H. 

Pomonby, W.B. 

Porchc^ter, Lord 
Pnyntz, W. S. 

Peirrepoint, C. H. 

Patteson, John 
Paxton, SirW. 

Pole, Sir C. 

Pulteney, Sir W. 

Raine, J. 

Russell, Lord William 
Robarts, A. 

Sandcison, F. 

Shaftor, R. E. D. 

Shakespeare, Arthur 
Sheridan, R. B. 

Shum, George 
Smith, William 
Somerville, Sir Mar. 

ss as gaacs i n safe 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Mortdty) June 11, 1804. 

[Minutes.]— Counsel was beard in con¬ 
tinuation, relative to the writ of error, Lu- 
cena v Crawford and others, viz. Mr. Giles 
at considerable length, as second counsd for 
the appellant. After which their lordships 
deferred the farther hearing of the case till 
Friday.—Several bills, the greater part of 
which were private, were brought up from 
the commons, and severally read a first time, 
—The Caledonian canal bill was presented 
by Mr Hawkins Browne, read a first time, 
and ordered to be printed.—The bills upon 
the table were forwarded in their several 
stages. 

[Aylesbury Election Bill.]— The 
order of the day respecting this measure be¬ 
ing read, counsel, &c. were called t6 the 
bar. Previous to the examination of evi¬ 
dence, John Toms, with whom the deputy 
serjeant at arms was dispatched to Aylesbury, 
to ascertain the alledged fket of A certain 
memorandum being deposited by him in a 
certain part of his house, was put to the bar. 
He stated that he could not find the memo¬ 
randum in question, nor could he tell what 
had become of deputy serjeant was 

then sworn. He stated, that he accompa¬ 
nied the last Witness, pursuant to their lord- 
ships* order, to Aylesbury, and proceeded 
to aearckthe drawers which the witness 


Spencer, Lord Robt. " 
Stewart, James 
St. John, Hon. St. A. 
Symondcs, Tho*. P. 
Sibthorpe, Cob 
Shelly, H. 

Stuart, Sir J. 

Sargent, J. 

Sullivan, L 

Sullivan, R. J. 

Temple, Lord 
Townshead, Lord John 
Tyrwhitt, T homas 
Talbot, Sir C. 

Tierney, G. 

Walpole, George 
Western, Charter 
Wharton, John 
Whitbread, Sam. 
Winnington, Sir Ed. 
Windham, William 
Wynne, SirW. 
Wynne, C. W. 
Vansittarr, N. 
Vansittait, G. 

Walsh, J. B. 

Walpole, H. 

Watson, G. 

Wright, J. A- 
Young, Sir William 
York*, C. 
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pointed out to him. It contained no paper, 
document* or memorandum, but a few hen 
egg*. He had no possible means of com¬ 
municating wiih his wife previous to the 
search. The woman appeared considerably 
agitated.—John Toms was then farther ex¬ 
amined $ and the lord chancellor adverted 
to some inconsistencies between his then, 
and former examinations.—One or two other 
witnesses were examined. After which 
counsel were heard. When counsel had 
withdrawn, a short explanatory conversation 
took place*between Lords Auckland, Gren¬ 
ville, and the lord chancellor $ after which 
Lord Grenville t in order to gam every 
practicable information on the subject, and 
to afford full time for its consideration, 
moved, that the debate aiising on the ques- . 
tion for the second reading of the bill* be 
farther adjourned till Friday next. Which 
was ordered accordingly.—Some private bu¬ 
siness was then disposed of, and the house 
adjourned till to morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monduy^Jmc 11 , 1804 . 

[Minutes.] —On the motion of Mr. 
Hawkins Browne* the Scotch inland navi¬ 
gation bill was read a third * time and 
passed. — The right honourable George 
Canning, Mr. William Dundas, and Lord 
Dunlo took the oaths and their.seats, on 
their re-election.—'Petitions from the debtors 
confined in the gaols of Henford and Co-' 
ventry, praying for relief, were presented 
and ordered to lie on thd table —Sir T. Met¬ 
calfe stated, that in the absence of his right 
lion, friend (Mr. H. Addington) he was au¬ 
thorised to postpohe the secoritf reading of 
the cotton manufacturers bill., The order 
of the day for this purpose being rend, was 
accordingly discharged, and on the motion 
of Colonel Stanley, the*bill was ordered to 
be read a second time on Thursday next.— 
Mr. Foster brought up the Irish, linen bill, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time to-morrow.—Sir W. 
Young moved, that the Speaker do not issue 
his warrant to the clerk of the crown for a' 
new writ for the botough of Aylesbury be¬ 
fore this day three weeks, which was or¬ 
dered accordingly.—On the motion of Mr. 
James Graham; the second reading of the 
Solway Frith fishery bill wa* postponed till 
Wednesday se'onight.—The house went in* 
to a committee on the motion of Mr. C. 
Duridaj, on the misdemeanour prosecution 
Hill. The report was received; and ordered 
to be taken into consideration on Wednes¬ 
day.—On the motion of the Solicitor Ge- 
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ncral, the house went into a Committee on 
the attornies indemnity bill. The report 
was brought up by Sir R. Euxton, and or¬ 
dered to be received to-morrow.—Mr.James 
Fitzgerald, pursuant to notice, moved, that 
there 6e laid before the house, u A return of 
the names of the commissioners, appointed 
under an act of the Irish parliament, Ibr 
granting allowances tb cities, towns, and bo¬ 
roughs which sustained any injury by nbt 
returning members to parliament, under the 
act of union, aud for granting compensation 
to certain officers, together with the amount 
of the salaries of said commissioners, and 
of other officers appointed for carrying said 
acts into execution j” also, ,f An account of 
tiie particulars of said compensations, dis¬ 
tinguishing the dates of the patents, the 
names of those to whom granted, and'the 
amount of the grantsalso, “ a return of 
the proceedings of said comifiissioners, of the 
claims preferred, and of the times of pre¬ 
ferring them also, “ a return of the of¬ 
fices and employments granted by patent, 6r 
by warrant of the lord licut. from the 1st of 
J.rn. 1800, to the 1st of June 1804, specify¬ 
ing the salaries and funds on which charged 
also, “ an account of the charges upon tlie 
consolidated fund in It eland, exclusive of 
charges for the national debt, from the lfet 
c,t J.m. J7Sp, to the 1st of Jan. 1804, speci¬ 
fying the date of the charges, the persons 
for whom, by name, and by what authori¬ 
ty also, mi account of the salaries alid 
compensations to the officers of the late ord¬ 
nance department in Ireland, from the 1st 
of Jan. 1/90, to the 1 st of June 1804 also, 
“ An account of the salaries granted to the 
officers fjr managing the inland navigation 
in Ireland, specifying the salaries arid ex¬ 
penses j and also setting forth the warrant 
and authority by which they were granted.. 
The accounts were severally oidcred.—Sir 
W. Pulteney moved, that the^c be laid be-< 
fore the house, an account ot the expenses 
incurred in maintaining the Cape of Good 
Hope, from the time it was taken by his 
Majesty’s troops to the surrender of that set- 
t’ement at the peace. Ordered.—Mr. Rose 
submitted to the house a question, whether 
a member (the Hon. C. Villiers) ought to 
vacate his seal in parliament, in consequence 
of having received the office ot chief pro- 
ihonotary of the court ot common pleas of 
the cotupy palatijac of Lancastet ? Mr. 
WVnne wished to know, if it would not be 
more*regular to move, in the first instance, 
for a copy of th£ grant under which Mr. 
Vi Piers is now in possession of the said of¬ 
fice ? A copy of the said dppomtineut \Vas 
accordingly ordered. 

Uq . 
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[LiskeardElfct ioN.}^Mr,i?<w« moved 
the order of the day for reading the charge 
against John Dayman, under sheriff of Corn¬ 
wall, and for railing him to the bar of the 
house; and this being done accordingly 5 
John Dayman, standing at the bar, was 
asked by the speaker what he had to say to 
the charge he had heard read against him ? 
He assured the house/ that he had not acted 
from any Corrupt motives, and that it was 
the farthest from his intention, to do an act 
to violate the privileges of pailiament; that 
he could not have acted from partiality, be¬ 
cause he was not personally knowu to either 
Of the candidates at the late election for Lis- 
heard. He beggrd the indulgence of the 
house, and assnrtd them, that it he had acted 
wrong, he had done so unintentionally. He 
then withdrew from the bar. 

Mr. said, it was not his wish to say 
any thing in •aggravation of the charge 
against Mr. Dayman, but he conceived it 
to be his duty to bring before the house the 
Opinion of the committee that had tried the 
merils of the Liskeard election, so far as it 
related to the conduct of that person. He 
must acknowledge, that no evidence had 
come, before the committee, of any direct 
corruption ; but it had appeared, he had re¬ 
ceived some money from each of the can¬ 
didates ; he acknowledged himself, that he 
had been handsomely paid for his trouble. 
It was, however, contrary to law, for an 
under-sheriff to accept of any reward what¬ 
soever, for his trouble at an election ; and 
so far Mr. Dayman acted improperly. It 
was necessary that some punishment should 
be inflicted on him foi what he had done : 

- Otherwise the same conduct might be prnc- 
. tised by others. This was notan uninformed 
man $ he had been bred to the law, he could 
»6t have acted from ignorance ; and it was 
Incumbent on him to do the office he filled, 
m a fair and proper manner. He then 
moved, that the house should adopt the re¬ 
solution agreed to by the committee; " that 
Mr. John Dayman, the upder sheriff of the 
cdutity of Cornwall, in annexing to the writ 
the indenture complained of in the petition 
of W, Huskisson, I£$q, respecting the last 
return of a member to serve in parliament 
toj the borough of Liskeard* acted contrary 
to .his duty, and jn violation of the privi¬ 
leges ojf the house/* The right hon. gent, 
said, he should afterwards move, “ that he 
be' takfcb into custody by the Wjeant at 
arms/ / 

Sir f&lliavi Lemon hoped the house wodld 
cithsider the great*expense this young man 
Ud already been put to* and apt inflict a* 


heavy punishment on him. He said, he 
had a letter from the high sheriff'of Cora, 
wall, giving a very good character of Mr. 
Dayman, who would not on any account, 
act from improper motives, and, if he had 
been guilty of any misconduct, it must cer¬ 
tainly' have been unintentional on hispait. 
Besides, the house should bear in mind, that 
he had no knowledge of, or connexion with 
any of the parties at the election. 

Mr. Gregor said, that the under sheriff 
having received a small sum of money, by 
way of fee for his trouble at the election, 
was not a proof that be had acted from cor¬ 
rupt motives. From the enquiries he had 
himself made into this gen't/s character, and 
the information he had received, he believed 
he acted solely from error. He begged the 
house to consider the injury he must suffer 
even in his profession, if it inflicted a heavy 
punishment on him. 

Mr. Holland , being a member of the 
comrriittee appointed to examine into this 
subject* hoped he should be indulged if he 
differed in opinion from the right hon gent. 
(Mr Rose.) It did not appear on evidence 
that the under sheriff had acted from par¬ 
tiality, or from any motive of corruption. 
It must be attributed to negligence rather 
than any other cause. He was of opinion, 
that the house would do enough te shew 
that they would not allow their ptivileges to 
be trifled with, by reprimanding the gent, 
at the bar. 

Mr .,Rose again contended, iliat as this 
man could not have acted from ignorance 
(although even that would be inexcusable), 
he mu$t have had some motive in his mind 
for what he did. 

Mr. Sheridan denied that the under sheriff 
had the plain line of his duty laid down be- 
fore |bim ; he was not bound, as a matter of 
course, to receive any return which the re¬ 
turning officer might make. It was a part 
of his duty to see that the return was not 
an improper orte. In fact, it had been 
stated to Mr. Dayman, that the mayor ol 
Liskeard had made a false return $ and thai 
was the reason he sent up the two returni 
to the clerk of the crown. And thecoitv 
mittee, which afterwards tried the election 
decided differently from the mayor > the] 
having given it as their opinion, that th< 
right of flection resided with the mayor ant 
burgesses generally 5 and the mayor havinj 
declared the right of election to be in thi 
mayor, and the capital and free burgesses 
It was therefore a case* in which a mat 
might be misled, and must certainly ha* 
been an jerror in judgment He was sur 
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the censure of the house was as heavy a 
punishment as ought to be inflicted on this 
young man. 

The Secretary at War thought it a mere 
joke to say that this mans understanding 
could be misled. 

Mr. Banks said, it appeared that Mr. 
Dayman had received a fee from both par¬ 
ties ; and that would not have happened if 
he had not made a double return.—The first 
motion was then put and agreed to ; and on 
its being moved, “ that Mr. Dayman be 
taken into the custody of the serjeaut at 
arms/’ Sir W. Lemon moved, as an amend- 
‘ment, u that he be reprimanded and dis¬ 
charged.’* This amendmeut was supported 
by Mr. Sheridan.—Mr. Pitt, and the Se¬ 
cretary at War contended, that after the re¬ 
solution the house had just agreed to, and 
which was to remain on their journals, they 
could not, consistently with their duty, 
adopt any proceeding less severe than that of 
ordering this person into custody. If the 
house acted otherwise, it would be a sur¬ 
render of their dignity.—The motion for 
taking him into custody was then agreed to. 
Sir W. Lemon having previously withdrawn 
his amendment. 

[Slave Taade.] — Mr. Deverell said, he 
rose to move for certain papers relating to 
slaves imported into the West-Indies. For 
these theie was a duty paid of per cent. 
His motion would be for the production of 
this duty; and the object of it certainly was, 
to postpone until next session of parliament, 
a bill then before the house, for the abolition 
of the African slave trade. He should make 
it appear fromlhose papers, that his Ma¬ 
jesty had a personal duty on all negroes im¬ 
ported into the West-Indies; and, if so, 
these duties ought not to be infringed upon. 
Before any other proceeding could be adopt¬ 
ed in. the bill before the house, it was ne¬ 
cessary that his Majesty’s consent should be 
first obtained $ and when its object was to 
destroy a great portion of our commerce, it 
ought to have been introduced in a different 
shape from what it had- He did not think 
the house justified in introducing the mea¬ 
sure without its having been first recom¬ 
mended in a speech from the throne.— 
Here the hon. member was called to order 

by 

Mr. Wilberforce , who observed, that the 
lotion with which the hon. gent, meant to 
conclude with, was simply for the produc¬ 
tion of certain papers: he could not, con¬ 
sistent with order, * preface it by a long 
speech on the merits of a bill, which he 
Would have another opportunity of discus* 
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sing. He did not see why the time of the 
house should be taken up with such obser¬ 
vations, particularly if no 4 opposition was 
intended to be made to his motion. For his 
own part, he did not mean to oppose the 
motion. 

Earl Temple begged the hon. gent, to 
consider, that he was riot yet supposed to be 
aware of the nature of the motion, and could 
not know what alterations the hon. gent, 
may have found necessary, or how far it 
might be connected with the general ques¬ 
tion of the slave trade. 

The Speaker begged leave to remind the 
hon. member how far he was in order, and 
how far not Any reasons shewing the pro¬ 
priety of his motion were certainly in order * 
but to comment upon or discuss the ques¬ 
tion was out of order, and a transgression 
of the rules of the house. requested, 
therefore, the hon. gent, to state the word* 
of his motion. 

Mr. DePerell moved, “ that there be laid 
before the house an account of the duties . 
paid on negroes imported into the West- 
India islands, from the coast of Africa, for 
three years preceding the 1st of Jan. last, 
together with an account of the appropria¬ 
tion of the said duties.” The motion waft 
agreed to. 

[Voluntfers.]— Mr. Eyre called the at¬ 
tention of the house to the inconveniencies 
that had taken place, in many instances, 
from calling out the volunteers on actual 
service, to the prejudice of their families. 
The right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, might have it in his power to ap¬ 
ply some remedy. If he did not, however, 
he would lake an early day for submitting to 
the house, amotion on the subject. 

The Chancellor qf tbe Exchequer expressed 
a wish that the hon. gent, would have the 
goodness to communicate to him what he 
might think proper to be done, as he would 
co-operate in any measure to remedy the 
inconvenience alluded to- 

[AoniTtoN a i, For c l ll.] —The Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day for the house to go into a committee 
on the Additional Force Bill. On the ques¬ 
tion that the Speaker do leave the chair, 

Mr. Jekyll rose and said, that he felt him-* 
self bound, in the discharge of an imperious 
and solemn duty, to oppose the motion of 
the right hon. gent. After what had passed 
in a late discu^ion on the subject of the bill 
now before the house, he should deem him- 
se/f as failing in his duty, if he did npt 
press shortly on (he house, the opinions he 
entertained respecting it. This duty, as a 
Q q 2 » * 


PAEL. DEBATES, June n, Volunteers. 



6l|} PARL. DEBATES, Jujjs H, Fme Bill. [01 


member of parliament, lie-was called on to 
perform. and he could not but look upon it 
as* actually the duty of every gent, who 
'thought as he did of the measure under dis¬ 
cussion, to oppose the motion for the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair. Plans of various 
natures had been offered to the house for 
placing the country in a respectable state of 
defence. Those plans had been discussed 
and rejected, when a right lion. gent. (Mr. 
Pitt), ,not then a member of his Majesty’s 
govt,, proposed a plan which appeared a fit 
object of discussion. He confessed, that he 
had voted for the consideration of that plan 
in common with those who concurred with 
hyp on the occasion, from a natural con¬ 
fidence in the great talents of the right hon. 
gent. He had, therefore, expected, novv 
that he was minister, that the Tight hon. 
gent, would have brought forward some 
njeasure calculated to give satisfaction to all 
sides’of the house, but lie was much sur¬ 
prised to find his actual plan different from 
that which he had given reason to expect, 
and possessing no novelty but that which 
was universally irprobated, the introduction 
of a mode of attempting to recruit the army 
by parish officers. Whatever, other features 
the measure might have, he called on the 
gentlepien on the opposite side, or on any 
side of the house, to say, whether there was 
any other character of novelty in it? He 
appealed to gentlemen conversant with 
the manner in which country business was 
managed, acquainted with the administra¬ 
tion of justice in the country, whether, con¬ 
sidering the many duties with which parish 
officers were already burthened, they could 
be competent to this duty in addition, and 
t whether the measure in that r^nct did not 
appear to them impracticable. He was sa¬ 
tisfied, that any gent, acquainted with the 
nature of the duties of parish officers, must 
see that it would be impossible for them to 
v accomplish this in addition. But he did not 
consider the measure as merely impractica¬ 
ble; he looked upon it as oppressive. In 
case the numbers should not be provided, 
certain penalties attached, first on the pa¬ 
rishes, and ultimately on the counties, which 
penalties were to be levied by rates, qn the 
individuals; and he looked upon it as an 
injustice to the individual to be so taxed, 
without any possibility of evading (he pe¬ 
nalty, A paper had bien put into his 
. hands on coming into the house, \vhi4l1 
stated a grievance that appeared to him so- 
• v$5re. The paper was anonymous but g§fi- 
fjcirtyen might jydgfc of the case, when they 
foul'd hear it rend, which he should <\o as 
of his speech. The papty slated, that 


the individual had been drawn for the sup¬ 
plementary militia'about 12 months since, 
at which time he had paid 30 guineas 
for a substitute, which he had been given 
to understand would exempt him from the 
militia and army of reserve for 0 yeais, clear 
of ait expense. But hfc saw that the bdl 
now before parliament would, nevertheless, 
subject him to the supply of the supplemen¬ 
tary militia, and of the army of reserve, 
width would beau act.of injustice 10 him, 
as well as to many thousands besides; that 
such persons also as had entered into* vo¬ 
lunteer corps to avoid the ballot, would uow 
withdraw from them, and that the honour¬ 
able and patriotic volunteers who had de¬ 
termined to sacrifice their liverand proper¬ 
ties in the cause of their country, would be 
by this law subjected to the rates in common 
with tho'ie who should quit their corps.” 
The hon. member did not feel it necessary 
to detain the house longer, to urge the im¬ 
policy, impracticability, and injustice of the 
measure more strongly than it had been sta¬ 
ted in the paper which he had just read. 

Mr.' Peter Moore said, that when he looked 
at the principles of the bill, he considered U 
as one of the most alarming that had ever 
been introduced to the house since the de¬ 
testable time of James the Second. He had 
little more to do than to call upon the house, 
if it regarded its liberties, and the constitu¬ 
tion of the country, as founded by their an¬ 
cestors, to go with him in acting upon the 
same principles as their ancestors did, on a 
similar occasion. . Immediately after the 
suppression of the rebellion in his 

Majesty, King James, openfed the parlia¬ 
ment, and stated to them, in his speech 
from the throne* a plan nearly allied in point 
of principle to that in the present bill; viz. 
that, although the militia of the country and 
the standing army had performed their duty, 
although they had suppressed the rebellion 
from one end of the country to the other, 
the militia was not sufficient, and that no¬ 
thing but a large body of troop 5 ; kept in com 
stant pay could defend him and the country 
from the attacks of their enemies, both at 
home, and abroad. His Majesty then pro¬ 
ceeded to desire the house to double- the 
amount of the regular standing army, in lieu 
of the ancient and constitutional force of 
the militia, and begged the house would not 
make any objection on account of a defi¬ 
ciency of officers, because* he had already 
provided them. Such were the words ot 
King James’s speech. It would be proper 
fjp.S the house to -look at this tfme 
conduct pursued by tlieir farefathers ou that 
memorable occasion. * They granted a sup - 
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ply proportioned only to the existing force 
of the country, avowedly disclaiming the 
justice of his Majesty’s proposition. They 
addressed him to discontinue the services of 
those officers who were disqualified by the 
test act, and then they advised a committee, 
to disband the forces, and bring in a bill to 
render the militia more complete for the 
purposes expected from it. They farther 
shewed their constitutional jealousy, by 
directing the proper oilicers of govt, to 
bring in that bill. He saw no alteration 
in the present times that could possibly 
warrant a permanent additional force like 
the one now called lor. It was totally in¬ 
applicable to the present moment, and at 
ali times, it would prove subversive of the 
constitution itself. Jt we had a due sense 
of our free constitution, which had been 
thus transmitted to us, we ought to repu¬ 
diate, in a like manner, the measures now 
suggested. If the militia was not compe¬ 
tent for its duty, .in the name of God, 
bring in a bill in order to make it so. He 
knew that it had done its duty, according 
to the expectations of the state. If one hill 
wonid not do, let ten bills be brought in for 
that commendable purpose. It was the 
militia that precluded the necessity for such 
an immense standing force. The bill under 
discussion did not even quality the matter 
so far as to say that such a force was in¬ 
tended for foreign service, but expro sly 
mentions that it w r as for the defence of the 
realm. Had it been of a temporary nature, 
and destined for foreign service alone, he 
had little doubt but the house might with 
propriety agree to it, but as if stood, there 
was no security that the force would be 
discontinued when the service was at an 
end. On these principles, therefore, he 
should object to the Speaker’s leaving the 
chair, if any credit were to be given to 
the statements oi ministers, made perhaps 
for their defence as w r ell as for the satisfac¬ 
tion of the house, the situation of the coun¬ 
try was not such as to call for such an aug¬ 
mentation ; 822,000 men, including the 
seamen and marines, had already been pro¬ 
vided lor the defence of the country, and, 
with such a force, there could be no call 
for any additional ballot, nor for a great 
permanent torce. All that was wanted was 
to organise the force already provided for 
service. There was an army in the North 
doing nothing, but ready, and he was sure 
competent to its duty; there was another 
army in the South, equally prepared for 
action, but having no employment, aftd 
helping the former to do nothing; there 
were also armies in the East and Wevst,' 
in similar circumstances, He was confi* 
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dent they were all equally and perfectly 
competent to defeat any attempt of the. 
enemy, who, if they should venture from 
their own shoies, would never have another 
story to tell. The force of the couulty, he 
observed, was divided with reference to 
two objects; lir-U, to the In me defence, 
and next to continental war. The first ob¬ 
ject was complete!) secured by the consti¬ 
tutional force of the country ; and when he 
looked to the stale of the continent, he 
could not discover any prospect of assist¬ 
ance or co-operative fences in anv part of 
it. On the ground, there foie, that we hud 
a greater foice in the country than we 
wanted, and that the bill under discusdou 
would be subversive of the constitution, he 
should oppose the motion. 

Mr. M' Nagbten could not discover aiyy 
similarity between the circumstances of the 
present times and the circumstances of the 
year 1685. The lion. gent, whohadjust 
sat down, had talked much of that uncon¬ 
stitutional reign and those detestable times; 
and in jumping over a century had attack¬ 
ed the right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, by making a comparison between 
him and James II. However such speeches 
might answer parly views in the house, he 
should be glad if any hon. member would 
state what effect, they would be likely to 
produce out of dou;s. The hon. gent, had 
talked of standing artuie> as likely to over* 
throw the con-diiu ion ; but whatever might 
have been the case in other times, a largo 
standing army was now the only means of 
security for the constitution against the at¬ 
tempts of an upstart usurper. The hop. 
gent, had laid much stress on the establish¬ 
ment of a permanent army, but did he forget 
that we had the annual mutiny bill, which, 
afibidedus the means of putting a stopto 
such a force at once ? He was sorry* to 
take up the attention of the house* bat 
after the discussion that had taken place eftv 
Friday, after a majority of the House Had 
decided that the bill should be read a se¬ 
cond time, and should go into a committee* 
he could not but consider any opposition to 
the Speaker's leaving the chair as proceed- 1 
mg from factious and vexatious motives, as 
a violent attempt on the part of the-gen¬ 
tlemen on the other side of the house* 
embarrass his Majesty’s ministers. (A lipid * 
cry of order! order!) 

. Etfrl Temple called the Ijohj gefitV to 
order. The reason on which he did sb the 
ilojafo lord stated to be, that no tnembeir 
was justified in attaching improper motives 
to any gent, lor the sentiments which he 
might urge in debaje. 

The Speaker declared it lo be undoubted!/ 
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out of order t d impute personal motives to 
any gent, but at the same lime he allowed it 
to be perfectly in order to state what effect 
might possibly be produced by such motives 
in the course of discussion. 

Mr. MNaghten was proceeding in the 
same train of observation when he was 
again called to order by 

Sir W. Young, who insisted, that it was 
one of the wisest principles of our ances¬ 
tors in regulating the proceedings of that 
house, that the discussion might be renew¬ 
ed in each of the different stages through 
which every legislative measure was ne¬ 
cessarily to pass before it could be enacted 
into a law, vshen 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose to 
Crder, and contended, that the observa¬ 
tions of the hon. bart. did not apply to the 
point of order. 

Sir IT, Young insisted, that he had been 
perfectly in order \ that it was the right of 
every member of that house to express his 
sentiments on any legislative measure in 
every stage of its progress j and that to 
impute to him factious or vexatious mo¬ 
tives, was not only to throw impediments 
in the way of freedom of debate, but to 
take away the deliberative privileges of 
the house. 

' The Speaker then observed, that the hon. 
member (Mr. M‘Naghten) must have 
perceived what was to be considered the 
strict line of order, and would regulate his 
conduct accordingly. 

Mr. M'Nagbten then confined himself 
merely to giving his support to the motion. 

Colonel Craufurd then rOvse, and said, 
that the reluctance which he always felt at 
obtruding himself upon the house was 
greater than usual upon the present occa¬ 
sion* because, having failed in his endea¬ 
vours to catch the Speaker’s eye at an early 
period of the debate which took place on 
the second reading, he now felt that he 
must either omit a great part of what he 
bad intended to urge in opposition to the 
measure, or tire the house with a repeti¬ 
tion of what had already been 'much more 
forcibly stated by other members. But 
notwithstanding this disadvantage he felt 
that, considering the part which he had ta¬ 
ken upon former occasions and the opinions 
he had to frequently expressed upon this 
subject* be owed it to himself to request 
that m bouse would indulge him with*his t 
opportunity of shortly explaining the pnn- 

K l reasons which induced him, who* 
£0 repeatedly urged the necessity of 
losing our regular army, to oppose a 
sure, the professed gim and design of 
-h iva* to effect that which*he so*aiixi* 
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ously desired. He said that, w hether he 
considered our present situation with a 
view to the defence of the empire against 
what he must still persist in describing as 
the most formidable attack that ever was 
prepared against this or any other country, 
—or, extending his views beyond the limit¬ 
ed horizon of security at home, he endea¬ 
voured to discern some prospect of bringing 
the war to a glorious and successful con¬ 
clusion, by reducing the power of France 
and thereby obtaining the only chance of 
a safe, solid, and permanent peace,—in 
whichever light he considered the subject, 
he was equally convinced that, whether for 
present defence or future offensive pur¬ 
poses, it was incumbent upon us to use our 
utmost endeavours to augment our regular 
army. But although no man could be more 
desirous of pro’moting the accomplishment 
of this important object, yet he felt that to 
oppose the present bill was peifectly con¬ 
sistent with that desire j because he was 
convinced that, whilst it would be produc¬ 
tive of much mischief, much vexation and 
injustice to the country, it would be found 
to be perfectly inadequate to the purposes 
tor which it was intended ; and that it 
would not add one man to the army, who 
might not be obtained without having re¬ 
course to this vexatious mode of proceed¬ 
ing : or if it did rai^e any men that would 
not otherwise . be procured , they would be 
either of so vile a description, or procured 
by means so detestable, that being as he was 
a warm advocate both for increasing the 
strength and also for maintaining the credit 
and reputation of the army, he should wish 
to spare it the disgrace of being so recruit¬ 
ed.—It was not his intention, he said, to 
comment at any length upon, the ciicum* 
stances which had preceded the introduc¬ 
tion of the present bill. He was far from 
feeling any surprise when he lately found 
that the right hon. gent, who is the author 
of it, had abandoned his intention of ren¬ 
dering ballots permanent. What surprised 
him was, not that he should have given up 
this design, but that he should ever have 
entertained it. From what he recollected 
ihe right hon. gent, to have said in the 
course of a debate which took place some 
months ago on the subject of the volunteers* 
exemption}, it did appear that he was even 
then aware that scarcely any of the balloted 
men served in person ; and he therefore 
ha<J been considerably surprized when he 
afterwards heard him propose to render 
permanent that very system of balloting, 
the inefficacy of which he had thus acknow¬ 
ledged. He thought, however, that the 
right hon. gent, deserved great credit for 
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the readiness with which he had allowed 
himself to be induced, by the further in¬ 
formation that he had obtained since he 
came into olliee, to abandon the principal 
feature of a plan, which only two or three 
weeks before he had actually communicated 
in detail to this house as the result of long 
and mature reflexion upon the subject. But 
in giving him due credit for this change, 
justice requited that he should remind him 
otlhjc obligations he was under to hi* right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) for having 
been the means of sparing him the morti¬ 
fication that he would have experienced 
if he had persisted in his original plan of 
permanent ballots ; a plan, which, even if 
brought forward by the right hon. gent, as 
minister, would, he doubted not, have been 
reprobated and rejected by all sides of the 
house. It was but just, he said, that the 
right hon. gent, and the house should re¬ 
collect, that the information which had in¬ 
duced him to make so complete a change 
in his measure, was a return, moved for 
by his right hon. friend, of all men raised 
under the reserve act, distinguishing the 
substitutes from the balloted men who 
served in person. But without further 
inquiring who was entitled to the praise of 
having been most instrumental to putting 
an end to the ballot, he heartily rejoiced 
that it had been* put an end to. When he 
said this, he was far from mcafiing to blame 
those who had introduced it ; for, what¬ 
ever objections he'might have entertained 
against the organization of the army of re¬ 
serve, he certainly had thought that the 
late ministers were entitled to praise for 
having had recourse to the ballot, as a 
temporary experiment, under the pressure 
of a great emergency. Experience how¬ 
ever had proved it to be much less efficient 
and more mischievous than he had fore¬ 
seen that it would be, and he rejoiced that 
it was now abandoned.—The present plan 
was certainly less vexatious and less op¬ 
pressive than the ballots; it was however 
to a great degree vexatious and op¬ 
pressive, and it was not to be justified 
upon the plea of state necessity, because he' 
was convinced that it would do the state 
no service. He really believed that if go¬ 
vernment would adopt what had been so 
repeatedly suggested by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Windham) on the subject of 
recruiting the army, — if they would put 
an end to ail competition from other de¬ 
scriptions of force ; if they would remove 
the strong objections that men now feel to 
the regular army, arising chiefly from the 
circttifcstancet of their being bound for life. 


and liable to West-India service ; if the/ 
would increase the inducements to the people 
to’devote themselves to the military profes¬ 
sion, by making an ample and liberal pro¬ 
vision (or every man uhoshould have served 
his country faithfully for a certain number 
or years, so that the situation of a retired 
soldier might be regarded as an enviable 
condition;—if the government would adopt 
all these recommendations of his right hon, 
friend, he really believed that, notwith* 
standing the new and extraordinary situa¬ 
tion in which wc find ourselves in conse¬ 
quence of the events of the last ten years, 
we should have no occasion to have re¬ 
course to compulsory means for the recruit¬ 
ing of our army. But this he was sure of, 
that if compulsion w r as or ever should be¬ 
come necessary, it must, in order to do 
any good, be of a very, different nature 
from what Was now proposed. He could 
conceive no effectual com pulsion short either 
of an absolute military conscription, such 
as is established in Prussia, in Austria, or in 
Fiance; or a system of ballots, with a fine 
in default of personal service so high as to 
be beyond the ability of the lower orders to 
pay, and accompanied by the most severe 
and effectual laws for the prevention of all. 
associations or subsciiptions for insurance 
against ballot. He sincerely hoped that we 
should never in this country be reduced to 
the necessity of having recourse to either 
of these methods ; but he was sure that 
any system of compulsion short of these, 
must be wholly ineffectual. With respect to 
the present plan, it was neither one thing 
nor the other : it greatly increased, instead 
of abolishing, the competition ; it held out 
no additional inducement, and as to com¬ 
pulsion, there was just enough of it to be 
vexatious and unjust towards the parishes* 
but not enough to procure men. Wheh. 
he said, that even under the present cir¬ 
cumstances of Europe, he did not believe 
it was necessary for us to have recourse tp 
compulsion for keeping up our regular add 
embodied force, he did not, however* 
mean to say, that it was safe for us to iruit 
entirely for the defence of the country 
either to an army recruited by the merits 
which he proposed,or to the mere voluntary 
exertions and seal of the people to co¬ 
operate with. The immense increase of the 
power of»Prance; the military conscription 
established in . that country, by which it# 
povertunent is enabled 4 :o augment its anny 
to any possible exten( ; and the dispirited 
and disjointed state of the continent, which 
does at present, and may continue hereafter 
to leave tbemaa*,liberty to employ the greater 
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part of their force against us, had cer¬ 
tain! v icno* r<*d it necessary that we should 
adopt y'ah.' mote sure, permanent, and'ef¬ 
fect utti n,' on ol providing for our defence 
tnan a ^ t'iai have hitherto been resorted 
to. Under these circumstances he was 
Convinced that it had become expedient to 
vest in thecrown, the power of compelling 
alKmeu of a ceilain age to learn the use 
of arms, and of arraying and calling out 
tliis great national force, in case of actual 
invasion, in any way that might be most 
efficient - for the purpose of repelling it. 
He was certainly an advocate for vesting 
tl»i$\pov\ cr in the crown, pio\ided it be so 
regulated and defined by pailiamcnt as to 
prevent its abuse ; to prevent, ior instance, 
the training being enforced beyond what 
is absolutely necessary, to prevent its in- 
ifOjrfcring with the 01 dinary occupations of 
the people, to prevent any men being 
called above four or five miles at most 
from their home, except in case ol actual 
invasion, and, finally, to prevent the gra¬ 
dations ofsooiety being contour vied, or any 
person being placed in a sltuauon inconsist¬ 
ent with the r;mk which he holds inVivil 
life, by an aibitrary 01 capricious exercise 
of thd power of calling upon him to act in 
defence of the country. To such a power, 
-so, defined and regulated by parliament, he 
not only bad no objection, but on the con¬ 
trary, he believed it to be absolutely ne- 
cessaiy to placing us in a state of perma¬ 
nent.security. With respect, therefore, to 
the training and arraying that species of 
ferqe, which is to be called out only in 
’Case;of actual invasion, he was in favour 
of a system of afai/ztfccompuKiou but lbr 
supplying the permaucidly embodied army, 
be would attempt no species of compulsion 
whatever, until wo had tried the <y>teiu of 
increasing the encouragement and of re¬ 
moving the objections to the service, anti 
Of destroying all competition against it, by 
piakiog it impossible for men to enjoy any 
Of the honours, distinctions, advantages. 
Dr gratifications of a soldier's life, without 
entering into the regular army.—It might, 
however, be said, that the p,c*ent is not a 
system of compulsion. Why certainly, if 
the act should invariably bo carried into 
execution, without any of tho 3 e abuses 
Which t^tafiy gentlemen so justly apprehend, 
it was true, that no individual pvould be 
,compelled to enter the service agairist ids 
But it undoubtedly was a system of 
HtHnpulsion and of injustice, with respect 
|t& the parishes, wfio are to be fined, not 
Ipdy if they are unwilling* but also, if they 
doable to find-mci>; ami* he thought it 
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worthy of remark, that the description of 
parishes that will lie most exposed to the 
penalties of the act, are precisely those 
w hich are most desemng of praise and re¬ 
ward. The habits of idleness and tempo¬ 
rary distress being amongst the nio-,1 pre¬ 
valent causes that induced men to enlist, 
it was certain, that those districts, where 
the great landed proprietors, and other 
opulent persons, displayed the greatest 
share of active benevolence, in promoting 
the industry, increasing the comforts, anu 
relieving the wants of the inhabitants, 
would, in general, be the districts where 
it would be most difficult to procure the 
quota j and the very gentlemen to whom 
the country owes these blessings would 
therefore be fined for the effects of their 
own munificence and charity. And what 
were we to gain by all this vexatious and 
disgusting system? After piying the great¬ 
est attention to every filing that had been 
said in favour of this measure, it appeared 
to him that the expectation of its efficacy in 
raising the men in the first instance, rested 
entirely upon tvWf grounds, ist, that by 
means of this bill, you would obtain the as¬ 
sistance and influence of the people of 
landed property in each parish, and adly, 
that }ou would increase the number of 
active recruiters beyond what you could 
possibly have in any other wav. With re¬ 
spect to the influence of the landed pro- 
piielois, upon whom, in default of raising 
, the men, the fines will fall, he must re¬ 
mark in the fust place, that exceptiug in 
the lligh’ands of Scotland, and perhaps in 
• sonic parts of Ireland, there were very few, 
if any, families in thfe kingdom, whose in¬ 
fluence over the lower orders, if fairly and 
honourably exerted, was stich as to enable 
them to scud many men to the army. And 
did his Majesty’s ministers expect, that the 
threat of a paltry fine w as the way to call 
forth the exertions of men of the description 
that possess this influence ? If government 
wished to obtain their assistance in recruit¬ 
ing, they must be appealed to in a diffe¬ 
rent manner. Bqt it was said, that you 
would, at least, obtain one active recruiter 
in every parish 5 and it was, he believed, 
an old maxim with persons experienced in 
that business, that the more recruiters the 
more recruit?;, This might, to a great de¬ 
gree, be ihe case ; he really believed that 
the army could not supply as large a num 
ber of recruiting parties as were neces¬ 
sary ; and he therefore agieed with the 
author of the bill lii thinking, that it might 
be very desirable to have other persons 
employed in this service, exclusive of the 
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regular regimental parties : but it appeared possess in the same degree, as men who 
to him, that the having r» course to churJi- make it their profession ; and also, because 
warden^ and oversells of the poor, was, , it undoubtedly is necessary that those >yho 
in eveiy respect, the v't*ry worst mode are employed in it should associate with the 
that could be devised, and that an lower orders in a way that would be dis- 
equal number of poisons far le«s objection- graceful in a parish officer. For both these 
able and more* efficient lor the puipose, reasons, therrfoie, these recruiters would 
might be obtained by the very same means get many men whom the parish officers 
.on which the right hon get.t. chiefly idied would not get: whereas if the latter got 
for calling forth the active exertion’s of the men that the former could not, it must he 
parish officers. For when, in the former dc- by the exercise of that species of tyranny, 
bates, it was objected that in caseswheie they which many gentlemen who had spoker* 
were active in endeavouring to raise their against the bill were so justly apprehensive 
quota, it was to be feared that they might of. Parish officers and magistrates, if not 
be guilty of much oppression j and that employed in the way that was intended by 
in other cases, where they did not choose this bill, would have a watchful and jealous 
to have recourse to such means, they would eye over the conduct of the recruiters, and 
probably make no exertion at all / the rt. would remain in every respect in their nato- 
hon. genr. in reply to the last objection had ra! situation of guardians and piotectors of 
said, that he should find means of quicken- the poor; wheieas by the present bill it be¬ 
ing their activity, by giving them a reward comes the interest of the jpagistrates to con- 
of so much per man ; and it w as upon this rive at these abuses, and the more direct and 
appeal to their interest, that he seemed immediaie interest of the parish officers, 
chiefly to rely. But by this very same either to encourage crimping in others, or 
means, you might get as many men as you to practise it themselves. Upon the whole, 
pleased, who would be far better recruiters therefore, he decidedly objected to the pro- 
than the parish officers, and would not be posed plan of raising the.men, as holding 
liable to the same objections. There was a out no prospect whatever of any one ad van- 
great deal of popular outcry against crimps, tuge which might not be as effectually ob- 
and certainly he. was as desirous as any man turned without any of the mischief, the op- 
could be, that the abuses and mal practices pression and injustice, with which this bill 
which these people were accused of being was picgnant.—Having thus Stated his dis- 
guiltv of should be prevented *, but, if in- approbation of this mode of attempting to 
stead of using the appellation of crimp, con- raise the men in the first instance, he should 
nected ns it is with the idea of all these now proceed to make a few observations on 

abuses, he was called upon to give his opi- the use that was intended to be made of 

nion, with respect to the policy of employ- them when raised, and, in the first place, 

ing persons who made recruiting their trade, he must object to enlisting men tor a service 

he nhnnld certainly say that he was very far limited both as to time and place, with the 
indeed from wishing to abolish that de- design of afterwards putting them into a si- 
sription of men. lie should, on the contrary, tuatiou where they would be constantly 
wish their number to be much increased ; urged by their own officers to extend their 
but at the same time, put under such regu# engagements to a service in every respect 
la;ions*as should give govt, the power of ef- ' unlimited. This was a mode of recruiting 
factually preventing these abuses that are the regular army which nothing but absolute 
now complained of. What the^e rogulv necessity would induce him to consent to; 
lions might be, he was not prepared exactly for he could cons’der it as no other than a 
to point but ; nor was it necessary that he premeditated system ot inveigling men into 
should ; but amongst others, he thought it the service. But it might be said, that this ob- 
would be very deniable that no pet son Ejection did not come very well from him, who 
should be allowed to enlist hum for the bad frequently expressed himself favourable 
&rmy without a licence, which would not to recruiting out ot the militia He certainly 
be granted to men of profligate characn rs, did think that when that measure had been 
and which Would be immediately taken adopted la-i war a temporary expedient, 
away upon any proof of rhalpnfttices. It was pwteefty justifiable. He also thought 
Supposing no undue means to be ufH on , th.y It ought again to be resorted to .on the 
either side, it was natural that persons of the 1 present occasion, instead of the gradual re- 
description that he alluded to should in ge- , dur\ion proposed by the right hon gent*, of 
neral be more successful than parish officers, which he would say a word or two by and 
both because recruiting requires a certain bv. It, as appeared to be the case, p3riia- 
talent wlrch the latter in geneial will not ment was of opinion, that the regular army 
Vo jl. II. R # r • • 
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had not yet attained its proper strength and 
ought to be immediately augmented, that 
on the other hand the militia had been in¬ 
creased beyond its proper limits, and ought 
to pebrought back to its original establish¬ 
ment, he certainly thought it highly desira¬ 
ble that the reduction of the one should be 
made instrumental to the augmentation oi 
the other. But he did not see that his ap¬ 
probation of what had been done in this re¬ 
spect last war, or his recommendation of 
having recourse to volunteers from the mili¬ 
tia on the present occasion, were at all in¬ 
consistent with his objections to the princi- 
les of this bill. In the first place, what 
ad been done then, or now proposed 
>y him, were temporary measure's, both 
adopted under ’he pressgte of sudden emer¬ 
gencies, and the latter arising out of cir- 
cumstancts that could not again occui ; 
whilst the plan proposed by the present bill 
was of a permanent nature. The situation 
of the men who were thus called upon to vo¬ 
lunteer from the militia to the army, was 
fllso wholly different from that of the men 
of these second battalions. What he should 
propose, for- instance, with respect to the 
militia, would be simply to wnte a circular 
‘Jotter from the war office to the colonels of 
each regiment, stating that parliament hav¬ 
ing come to a resolution, that the militia 
ought to be reduced to its old establishmi nt, 
it had been resolved, that a number equal to 
the excess-above that establishment should 
be allowed a bounty for entering into any 
regiment of the army ; which letter should 1 
be read by the commanding officer at the 
head of his regiment. The house might 
feel assured that in such a case the militia 
officers would not use any undue means to 
prevail on their men to leave them ; and 
that those who refused to go would not be 
reproached by their comrades who remained; 
so that the enlistment into the army would 
really be the effect of their own pure un¬ 
biassed inclination ; whereas in these sc 
cond battalions the men would he con¬ 
stantly living under the command of offi 
cers who would feel it their interest to in¬ 
duce them to extend their services be¬ 
yond the term of their oiigma! compact or 
intention. It would be the interest of the 
officers to do so, both because it would 
probably be a means of recommending 
themselves to the favour of govt., and aUo 
because they would feci more anxious 
about the first battalion than the* second^ 
consideiing their situation in the oije as 
only n passage to the other. A lieutenant* 
colooei, for instance/ commanding the se¬ 
cond battuliun, and knowing that, except- 
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ing only in case of invasion (which would 
not always be considered as probable as at 
piesent), he could never,have an opportu¬ 
nity of leading it against the enemy, would 
betook mg forward with impatience to the 
time of Ins being pro.noted to the com¬ 
mand of the first battalion, and would use 
all hi; influence with the men under his 
command to prevail on them to enlist into 
it fiist, with a view to his finding it com-^ 
plete and efficient when he came to the 
command ; and under such circumstances 
it can hardly be said that the men would be 
fairly left to a free option.-**’But still 
stronger than liis objection to the nature 
of this fbice, was his objection to its 
amount-. If this bill was adopted, we 
should, including militia, have a perma¬ 
nent body of 140,000 men engaged in a 
service limited both as to time and place, 
creating an enormous and fatal competition 
against the regular army. Some gentle¬ 
men, indeed, contended that the men who 
composed the home army were of a descrip¬ 
tion that would not have entered the mili¬ 
tary profession at all if they had not had au 
opportunity of doing so without being ex¬ 
posed to foreign service. But if they would 
take the trouble of considering the causes 
which induced men to become soldiers, they 
would have reason to conclude that a very 
great, and perhaps by far the greatest num¬ 
ber of the men who now enter for home ser¬ 
vice by piderence, would have gone into 
the tegular army if the former had not ex¬ 
isted. The motives which induced men to 
become soldiets were either idleness and va¬ 
nity, or tempoiary distress, or a pure ardent 
j military spirit; the latter being indeed the 
most honourable, and that which produced 
the best soldiers, but the two former being 
the most prevalent and fertile sources of re¬ 
cruiting. By far the greater number of 
* men would, on inquiry, be found to have 
enlisted cither because they liked the idle 
life and the splendid dress of a soldier better 
than the duuigery and obscurity of follow¬ 
ing the plough or any other laborious pro¬ 
fession, or because by the temporary de¬ 
cline or suspension of some manufactory 
they had been thrown out of bread, and 
I obliged to have recourse to the army for im¬ 
mediate subsistence. But although the 
greatr*t pait of both these descriptions of 
men, if t[icy had not the option of home 
service, would be willing to enlist into the 
regular army for a limited time (particu¬ 
larly if they could do so without the risk of 
being sent to the West Indies), yet they 
will naturally prefer the former if open to 
them, because in it, without leaving their 
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native country, they will find their idle pro¬ 
pensities as fully gratified, or their temporary 
distress as amply relieved, as.if (hey had en¬ 
gaged in a service of a more extensive na¬ 
ture: and thus, by the establishment* of a 
large home army, you cut off from the re¬ 
gular, many of the most productive sources 
of recruiting.—But in answer to all the rea¬ 
soning that had been.urged in opposition to 
this measure, its advocates appealed to the 
test of experience •, contending that the suc¬ 
cess of the army of reserve act (of which 
they considered this as a great improvement) 
had sufficiently exemplified the advantage¬ 
ous effects of such a system of recruiting : 
and they alledged that by that act we had 
raised 35,000 men, whom we could not have 
raised by any other means, 13,000 of whom 
had already been induced to enter into regi¬ 
ments of the line. Fur his own part, he 
doubted very much whether the army of re¬ 
serve act had procured us a single man (ei¬ 
ther for home or general service), who 
would not otherwise have been willing to 
enlist into the regular army for a limited 
term of years, with the exception only of 
the very small number who had been forced 
into it by the direct operation of the ballots, 
which are now abolished, and of those who 
had been tempted by the enormous high 
bounties, which the authois of the present 
bill very properly proposed to put* a stop to. 
With respect to those men who, after hav¬ 
ing entered the reserve, have refused to go 
any further, it was said by gentlemen on 
the other side, that these were men who 
could not by any mea ts have been prevailed 
upon to have engaged for service out of the 
kingdom. IIow they we*e to piuvc this as¬ 
sertion he was at a loss to know; for in his 
opinion their remaining .n the reset vu d.d 
not by any means shew that they had an un¬ 
conquerable aversion to foreign seivice, but 
merely tint their desire of going abroad was 
not so eager as to induce them to exchange 
a service in which they would become their 
own masters again in four or five years, for 
one to which they must bind themselves for 
life. This consideration would prevent 
many, even of tho»e who wished to extend 
the sphere of their action, from entering 
into the regulars : and even if the term of 
the engagement in the line was not tor a 
greater number of years than in the reserve, 
yet he should not at all agree tha\ a man’s 
refusing to go from the one to the other did 
by any means amount to a proof that he had 
so unconquerable an aversion to foreign ser¬ 
vice, as would have prevented him becom¬ 
ing a soldier at all if he had not had an op¬ 
portunity of doing so without exposing him¬ 


self tq be sent abroad j it would only shew 
that, having the choice of the two, he ra- 
tber preferred staying at home, and that all 
his ends being answered in the home service 
he did not consider ihe additional bounty as 
a sufficient inducement to go further. But 
the advocates of the present measure not 
only maintained that the men who remain 
in the leservo are men whose services could 
not have been ob'ained at all in any other 
way, but aUo that the 13,000, who have 
gone fiorn whence into the regular army,' 
could not have been brought into it exr 
cept through the medium of this wean-' 
ing system, Iu attempting, however, to 
illustrate the admirable effects of it, they 
had proved too much) for the extreme quick¬ 
ness with which, as they say, these 13 000 
men had been thus induced to enter the re¬ 
gular army, plainly shewed <hat their doing 
so was.not owing to this sort of weaning, 
which it was impossible to suppose should 
have been effected in so -hurt a time. The 
fact was that, having been originally deter¬ 
mined to* go into the regulars, they passed 
through the reserve merely in order to re¬ 
ceive the additional bounty. A man, for in¬ 
stance, who wished to go into the 20th, or 
any other tegiment, would not be such a* 
fool as to enter it d>rr<uly for a bounty of 
JO guineas, when, by first going into the 
reserve, he could arrive at the very same re- 
giment with a bounty of fiom 30 to 50 gui¬ 
neas. It therefore appeared to him to be 
quite clear that the whole 13,030 would 
have gone to the regular army at any rate, 
and in the highest degree probable that the 
gicater part ot the remaining 20 000 would 
have done the same, at least iot a limited 
term of years, if the option of home service 
had not been held out to them. But even- 
if it was true that there were a certain num¬ 
ber of men in the country who have an in¬ 
superable objection to foreign but none to 
home set vice, still he contended that a mi¬ 
litia establishment of 40,000 would, in his 
opinion, be a fully sufficient receptacle fot 
men of that description.— He next adverted 
to that part of the plan by which qpch of the 
battalions of this home army was to be at¬ 
tached to, and form one regiment with a 
battalion of the line. The right hon. gent, 
(Mr. Pitt) seemed to think that the intimate 
connexion, the sort of brotherly affection 
existing between two battalions, the one in 
the $ast*or West Indies, and the other in 
England, would be such as to create a much 
greater disposition in the men of the second to 
enlist into the first b^talion than had been 
manifested by the men of the army of re¬ 
serve. lie would pot repeat what on a 
RrA * 
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former day had been so well stated by his 
right bon, friend (Mr. Windham) upon this 
part of the subject j but to whatever degree 
future experience might realize the idea of 
this intimate connexion, and the increased 
disposition to entering the line which the 
right hon. gent, expected 10 tesult from it, 
yet it was quite clear lo him, that the incli¬ 
nation to a change of situation would be 
much less frequent when restricted to another 
battalion of the same regiment, than it 
would be if the men had ttie choice of the 
whole army left open to them ; and there¬ 
fore the right hon. gent., instead of taking 
credit as he had done, without any draw¬ 
back for the full amount of the inciease that 
might result from the connexion between 
tjfie battalions, ought to set olf against ir the 
considerable diminution that would be the 
consequence of the restriction. But exclu¬ 
sively of the various objections which had 
been already urged against ihis plan,' there 
was one which occurred to him and appear¬ 
ed to of so much weight, that he really 
believed that the connexion of the second 
battalion with the first, and of*both with 
come panicujar county (from whkh the 
right ljon, gent, expected nothing but i;d 
•Vantages) would, in many cases, operate 
more powerfully than any other cause 10 im¬ 
pede the recruiting of the line, unless a very 
important change was previously made in 
the nature of its service. For the natural 
consequence of this connexion would be, 
that the soldiers of the second battdioo, 
and also the inhabitants of the. district to 
which it belonged, would be constantly in¬ 
formed, by letters from their friends and ac- 
i quam fences in the first, of all the circum¬ 
stances of its situation, which would fre¬ 
quently be described to them, and truly de¬ 
scribed, in such a manner as to take away 
all inclination to join it. He did nqt mean 
to allude to the complaints of the seventy 
pf the commanding officer, if he happened 
to enforce a more severe discipline than thpy 
fcad been subjected to in the home battalion, 
4>jr to any comparatively trifling grievances 
pf that nature, but to the melancholy, 
thoqgh floffexaggerated picture, which those 
fetters would frequently contain of tfie de¬ 
plorable condition of the regiment, sinking 
ppder the bapeful influence of a West India 
climate. Nor would the check that would 
Ihus be given to the recruiting of the army 
be confined to the effect produced ypon the 
Second battalion $ for the object qnd natural, 
pperatiop of this plan, if Ir succeeded accord¬ 
ing to the projector’s wish, would be, that 4 
K ,each fegiment of the line would by degrees 
fefPW* phifcfly comj>o$ed pf men tpkpn from 


one particular part of the kingdom, the se¬ 
cond battalions being to be recruited each in 
its own county and to serve as a principal 
nursery for the first. This seemed lo be a 
favourite part of the plan with the tight lion, 
gent., and he confessed that he also was, 
anrl always had been, a friend to the idea of 
recruiting iegiments as much as possible 
ft cun particular districts, though he should 
have pioposed a different method of carry¬ 
ing it into execution. But befuredie could 
consider it desirable to have county regi¬ 
ments at all, he thought it was absolutely 
necessary to make such arrangements as 
should prevent their being exposed to be 
sent to the Wt st Indies. It would at any rate, 
and under any circumstances^ well become 
the wisdom and the humanity of the govern¬ 
ment or legislative, to separate the general 
service of the army from the duty of these 
unhealthy islands: but that which would 
be dt-sirab ! e at any rate, was a sine qud non 
with respect to local regiments. It was well 
known that in every war a great proportion 
of nur best infantry had been sacrificed to 
that fatal climate > which at one period uf 
the late war in particular had gone near to 
t fl\ct its toial destruction. Regiments that 
went out complete returned after twelve or 
! fifteen months in such a state, that they 
j were commonly and explosively cii'ed nke- 
I letons. If this should happen to a battalion 
I of men taken indiscriminately all over the 
kingdom, the loss, however much to be la¬ 
mented, would not come home with pecu¬ 
liar truce to any one county, nor produce so 
powerful an eflcct on the minds of the peo¬ 
ple:—but if a regiment, entirely or chiefly 
composed of men fiom one particular dis¬ 
trict, should be sent on such a service and 
perish in this miserable manner, without 
having had an opportunity of signalizing 
themselves by any act of valour or having 
behind them an y reputation to console tlicir 
friends for the loss, was it not rjatutnl to 
suppose that the inhabitants of that district 
would be disgusted with (he service of the 
army to such a degree as to put almost a to¬ 
tal stop lo the recruiting from it for a great 
length of time ?—He next adverted to that 
part of the bill which relates to the gradual 
reduction of the militia, to the propfised 
slow and tardy method of effecting which 
he stiongiy objected. The annual supply of 
men stated by the right hon. gent, as hav¬ 
ing by experience been fobnd necessary for 
keeping up the militia to its present esta- 
blifthment, was from two to three thousand; 
and, therefore, at that rate it would take 
about seven years to accomplish, in the mode 
now proposed, the conversion Of $0,00$ mi* 
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litia info 20,000 men of that description of 
force which the right hon. gent thought so 
very superior to the militia even for the pur¬ 
poses of home defence. He was at a loss 
lo conceive upon what principle it was that 
the right hon. gent, proposed so slow and 
tedious a process for the attainment of what 
he considered as so important an improve¬ 
ment in our military system ; or why he didi 
not rather propose? to declare at once that 
parliament, being of opinion that it was ex¬ 
pedient to reduce, and in future to limit the 
militia to its oiigiual standard, had decreed 
that a number of men from each legiment, j 
equal to the excess of its present effective 
strength over that original establishment, 
should be allowed to voluuteer into the regi¬ 
ments of the line. By this means you would 
obtain an immediate supply of upwatds of 
20,000 disciplined men to till up the ranks 
of the regular army, which every body 
agreed in thinking ought*to be augmented ; 
and even the militia colonels -themselves, 
many of whom he had heard to declare that 
it had exceeded its proper bounds, could 
have no reason to complain of its being at 
once brought back to that number, beyond 
which it had been found impossible to pre¬ 
serve the purity of its first constitutional 
principle, namety, the qualification of the 
officers. Neither could they, as he appre¬ 
hended, have any just came of complaint 
against this mode of effecting the proposed 
reduction : for the principle on which this 
measure would be adopted, namely, that of 
reducing it to its original establishment, 
would effectually prevent its being consider¬ 
ed as a precedent for introducing the system 
of recruiting fiom it after it had been so re¬ 
duced. Nor could this one draft from the 
militia, if it was done in the way he had 
stated in the former part of his speech, be 
considered either as a puttiug the men into 
an unfair situation, or as likely to throw the 
regiment into disorder even for a lime; for 
he had already said that he would not send i 
recruiting serjeants to drink with and de¬ 
bauch the men, but would Bimply and fairly 
give them the choice,- by publishing the act 
of parliament, and offering them the bounty 
in such a manner, and through the medium 
of such persons as should effectually prevent 
the exercise of any undue means to induce 
them to avail themselves of it. To reduce 
l he militia in the way he had proposed might 
be objected to by those who thought it 39 
efficient for the defence of the country as 
tioops commanded by regular officers ; but 
fus could not conceive upon what principle it 
yms rejected by the right hqn. gent., who 
ftysfwed that it\t mjhti* ought to be fedpeed 
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and, the army to be augmented j who, so 
lately before he came imo’oftice, had de¬ 
scribed the enemy's preparations for invad¬ 
ing us as being of the most formidable na¬ 
ture; who had expressed himself so dissatis¬ 
fied with the measures adopted by his prede¬ 
cessors for the defence of the country; and 
who, in his commendations of the sort of 
force proposed to be created by this bill* had 
told us that although not a single soldier 
in this home army should ever liatre seen an 
enemy, yet, from its being commanded by 
experienced officers, it would be equal to a 
much iarger number (if he was not much 
mistaken, the right hon. gent, had said, to 
almost double the number) of militia, even 
for purposes only of home defence. He 
could not, he said, conceive how the right 
hon. gent., who, according to his own de¬ 
clarations, must neceasaiily consider the 
transfer of 20,000 men from the militia to 
the army as equivalent to*a very considerable 
positive increase of the military strength of 
the country, could possibly, under the pre¬ 
sent circumstances, prefer amodeof effecting 
it, which would require seven years in its 
execution, to one which might easily be 
accomplished in half that number of weeks* 
—Having thus stated his objections to diffe¬ 
rent parts of this bill, he must take occasion 
to no.ice the answer that it was the fashion 
to make to his right hon. friend (Mr. Wind¬ 
ham) when he objected to all these systems, 
n n'nely, that he was very fond of criticising 
the plans of ministers bin proposed none in 
lieu of ih, m. Now, in his opinion, every 
really useful and excellent suggestion for the 
purpose of recruiting and supporting the 
army, was to be found in the speeches of his 
right hon. friend. The difference between 
his plan and those which he objected <o was 
this, that the one was short and simple, but 
efficacious, — the others were operose, com¬ 
plicated and ineffectual. But it seemed as if 
ministers were ail very desirous of the repu¬ 
tation of being the inventors of some great 
and ingenious plan, and they seemed to think 
that a few sensible maxims written upon a 
couple of pages of paper, would not appear 
sufficiently important. Why, in Gods 
name, then, let them make out a plan as 
bulky and as complex as this is, provided' 
only that tjmy would just consent to annek 
to it a single sheet containing his right hbn, 
friend's suggestions, and that they would $0 
contrive the rest as not to thwart or impede 

# thefr.operation. The two, being thus com¬ 
bined, would retniod him of aft automaton 

* figure that he had once seen in Germany, 
which, upon being Exhibited, presented tp 
the spec to tor the appearance of the applies 
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tipn of a moat complicated machinery, in 
which all the mechanical powers were com¬ 
bined in so wonderful a mann.er as to ena* 
ble This automaton to play a game at chess ; 
whilst the contrivance, by which the game 
was really played, and which was kept out 
of sight, was in fact of a simple nature: the 
complicated and useless machinery would 
be ^presented by the minister’s plan, and 
the simple, but effectual contrivance, by that 
of his right hou. friend, Let military rank, 
military titles, and military honours, be 
confined to the regular army; let no other 
species of service enjoy any of its distinc¬ 
tions, not even its dress; let the condition 
of the officers, particulaily in the lower 
Tanks, be improved and made more suitable 
to the place they hold in society; let the le- 
giments of the line be exempted from West 
India duty, the engagement for a term of 
years be substituted in lieu of that for life, 
and the condition of the retired soldier who 
has served for a certain number of years be 
rendered such as to become an enviable one 
in the eyes of the people; and, finally, let 
all competition arising from services of a li¬ 
mited nature be wholly abolished or at least 
confined to a small militia. If all these sug¬ 
gestions were adopted, he was convinced 
they would prove the most effectual plan, 
and the only effectual one that could be de¬ 
vised, for keeping up our regular army; or 
if they did not, then indeed he should be 
convinced that measures of absolute com¬ 
pulsion must be reverted to.—There were 
some other topics, he said, not indeed form¬ 
ing any part of this bill, but the considera¬ 
tion of which was so intimately connected 
with that of the subject now before the 
house, that he hoped they would excuse his 
shortly repeating some things, which he had 
frequently, upon'former occasions, recom¬ 
mended in vain. -One of these proposals 
was, that, besides completing the regular 
embodied army to whatever amount it might 
be practicable or advisable to carry it, a laige 
reserve should be prepared and kept in a 
state of readiness to join it in case of actual 
invasion. It was not possible, nor if possi¬ 
ble perhaps would it be expedient, even in 
time of war, to keep up, in an embodied 
state, an army as numerous as might in that 
event be Jfound necessary : and jeven it it 
was sufficiently numerous at the commence¬ 
ment of the operations, it would be highly 
important tlud we should have some prompt 
and certain means of supplying its losses. 
For, if the enemy should succeed in landing 
a very large force, we must expect that he 
.yroukl maintain himself for a considerable 
length of time, and that every effort wpuld 
v * 


be made to support this first attack by fresh 
disembarkations. For both these purposes, 
therefore, that is to say, both for the aug¬ 
mentation of the army in the first moment 
of invasion, and likewise for the purpose of 
constantly preserving its strength unimpared 
during the course of the operations which 
would follow, he had before proposed, and 
must again recommend, that a very nume¬ 
rous reserve should be enrolled, trained in 
their respective parishes, and kept in readi¬ 
ness to be incorporated into the regular regi¬ 
ments, but not liable to be called out until 
the enemy’s fleets actually approached the 
coast.—Another means of adding to the 
strength and security of the country, upon 
which he had laid very great stress on 
former occasions, and relative to which sub¬ 
sequent experience had fully confirmed him 
in every opinion he had then expressed, was 
that which might be derived from a judb 
cions system of fortification. From what 
had lately passed, it appeared that a right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) would approve of 
adopting this means of defence only upon a 
very limited and economical scale ; whereas 
he, on the contrary, had in view the exe¬ 
cution of a system, which would certainly 
be attended with considerable expense. But 
as the objects which he aimed at, if they 
could be accomplished, would add most es¬ 
sentially to our security, he thought that par¬ 
liament would ill discharge its duty to its con¬ 
stituents by refusing what might be neces¬ 
sary for that purpose, whilst such large sums 
were constantly expended upon objects far 
less essential to the prosperity and welfare 
of the state. In speaking upon this subject 
he had formerly recommended—1st, to ren¬ 
der really inaitackable those parts of the 
coast of the narrow seas that are within 
reach of that species of force with which the 
enemy is now preparing to attack ws (and 
that this was practicable, he would willing¬ 
ly undertake to prove, and pledge his pro¬ 
fessional character upon the issud): 2dly, 
so to prepare and strengthen the country be¬ 
tween the coast and the capital, as would 
ensure our retarding the enemy’s progress 
towards London, for a sufficient length of 
time, to enable us to call forth the whole 
strength of the country v 3dly, to put our 
great magazines and arsenals in such a state 
that (hey could not be taken or destroyed, 
without the forms of a regular siege; and, 
4 thly, to fortify the environs of the capital 
itself in such a manner as should enable its 
inhabitants, with the assistance of a small 
number of regular troops, to prevent the 
enemy’s becoming master of it even in case 
of die main body of our army having bfcen 
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obliged (o withdraw for a time.—There 1 
was another measure which he and others ' 
had frequently recommended, namely, the 
more gener.il arming and training of the 
people. To the adoption of ihis measure, 
to a certain extent, he thought the right 
lion. gent, was pledged by the opinion he 
had expressed in a debate* which took place i 
verv shortly before his coming into office. I 
He therefore expected that lie would bring 
forward some proposal for this purpose ; 
and he pledged himself to give it his support, 
as heartily as if it came from an administra¬ 
tion with which he was more satisfied than 
he or the country had reason to be with that 
which had lately been formed.—He had 
thought it his duty to take this opportunity 
of expressing his opinions upon these topics, 
though not immediately connected with the 
present bill. To the bill itself he should, in 
every stage of it, give his most decided op¬ 
position, because it was injudicious in its 
details, vexatious and unjust in its principle, 
and he was convinced would be found to be 
totally insufficient for the attainment of its 
object j and because, by establishing a home 
army of 140,000 men, enjoying die ho¬ 
nours, distinctions, and gratifications of a 
soldier’s life, it would raise a fatal competi¬ 
tion against the regular army. 

Mr. Bur land spoke also against the bill, 
lie admitted that it might, in many joun¬ 
ces, be expedient during a period of war, but 
he could not approve it as a peunanent 
system. But, even in the former case, be 
was convinced that without the utmost vigi¬ 
lance and exertion to render Lt efficient, it 
would, like the army of reserve act, prove 
ineffectual. 

Mr. Lang ham said, that the bill could 
not possibly receive any alteration in the 
committee that could reconcile him to its 
principle. He wished, however, that all 
opposition to it might be with held until after 
it had passed through that stage. 

Mr. Robert Ward replied to the arguments 
that had been urged against the bill. He 
did not understand what the lion. gent, who 
opened the debate meant by saying, that in 
this bill there was no novelty. It had be¬ 
come the fashion to talk in this manner ; 
but was not the destruction of the ballot a 
novelty 3 The gent, who followed (Mr. P. 
Moore) had harangued upon the measures 
pursued by James 11. but where.the resem¬ 
blance between hit measures and the present 
one existed, he was really at a loss to con¬ 
ceive. A right, bon. gent, however (Mr. 
Yorke), though not friendly to the bill, 
had discovered in it a very novel principle, 
namely, that of doing away ballots, a grin- 
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ciple which he conceived to constitute a ma¬ 
terial difference between this and all prece¬ 
ding measures on the subject, and which 
would go to obviate the oppressive principle” 
so generally the subject of complaint. Some 
gentlemen argued against the bill, as going 
to constitute in die country a great standing 
army ; while others again opposed it princi¬ 
pally because it did not go to create a stand¬ 
ing army 3 between such contrariety of opi¬ 
nions upon the tendency of the same mea¬ 
sure, it was indeed difficult to draw a liiifi 
of reconciliation. The hon. officer (CoL 
Craufurd) who spoke last,—and for contest¬ 
ing with whom upon military subjects, he 
perhaps ought to apologize—seemed to think 
the mode ot laising men through the inler- 
feienee of patish officers utteily objection* 
able, and likely to be productive of no good 
effect. He did not pretend to question the 
skill of experienced officers, whose profes¬ 
sional business it was to manage troops after 
thtty were raised 3 but he must claim the 
privilege of exercising his judgment as a 
piivate member of parliament, upon tb& 
most likely mode of raising those men in 
the parochial districts. The lion colonel 
seeinrd to think crimps a very useful body 
of men, who ought not to be abolished. He, 
however, thought them, as many other 
members uniformly did, disgraceful to the 
seivice; and he wa> sorry to understand, 
that many gentlemen who had occasion to 
raise men, were obliged sometimes to resort 
to iholr aid ; but he thought the mode of 
r ising men by the interference of parish 
office !a infinitely more eligible, as exempt 
from ilie fraudulent artifices so usual with 
crimps. He contended that ihe mere un¬ 
aided system of recruiting held out no pro- 
I sped of success, and that the bill contained 
i provi ions for the augmentation of the regu¬ 
lar army, which at least ought fairly to be 
put to the trial. 

Mr. Joky 11 in explanation said, tint there 
was nothing novel in the bill that could be 
obtained through the medium ot die parish 
officers. 

Colonel Cranfard rose also to explain, 
file maintained that the bill would procure 
no men for the regular army who would not 
have entered indepen J eat of* it, and that 
any men which it did procure would be 
obtained by means the most detestable. He 
denied that he had supported crimping ge¬ 
nerally, # but asserted that the practice might, 
t mid£r proper regulations, be tolerated. 

Sir Wiliam Young objected u ibe measure 
•upon constitutional gtotinds j because, in 
as much as it enabled*the Crown to issue its 
otders to draw from the collectors of land 
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tax throughout the realm the money for 
raising those recruits, without any resort to 
parliament, or any apptal to a committee of 
supply or ways and means, it thereby enabled 
the Crown to levy an army of 68,000 men, 
independently of parliament. He would 
not presume to say our present gracious 
Sovereign would abuse such a power, but it 
might be transferred to the hands of other 
princes, when it would be liable to abuse ; 
and parliament, without abandoning the 
most valuable of its own privileges, the pri¬ 
vilege of control, could not rest such a 
power ifl any monarch. The hill, besides, 
would impose upon the parish-officer new 
and obnoxious duties. It would render him 
officially a spy of the govt, on the people; 
it would convert him into a crimp sicrjcant; 
it would oblige him to abandon his duties 
over the morals, the good order, a nil the so¬ 
briety of his parish; and it would oblige 
him to decoy his poor parishioners to the 
ale-house, and make them drunk, as ihe 
crimps do, in order to inveigle th^rn to en¬ 
list; or, what was to the full as bad, they 
would be obliged to resort to the aid of 
crimps; besides, it would enhance the pa¬ 
rochial taxes heavily on those who are al¬ 
ready highly taxed for poor’s rates. 

Mr. Shaw Leftvre said, the hon. bart. 
who spoke last, had stated so forcibly many 
of the objections which he himself entertain¬ 
ed against the bill, that he felt it unnecessary 
to repeat them. Hut there was another 
point not yet suggested against the bill, 
which amounted, in his mind, to an insuper¬ 
able objection, namely, that it would go to 
impose a direct and permanent tax upon the 
landed property ot the country, and he 
thought it the duty of that house to guard 
against such a measure ; nor should he feel 
that he discharged his duty to his countiy, 
if he had not given it his decided opposition. 
One principle he always thought it necessary 
to maintain with the utmost care, namely, 
that parochial taxes and public revenue 
should be always kept totally distinct in their 
collection and application ; and he thought 
it highly object on ab’e that parochial taxes 
should be levied for raising a public force, 
which should be defrayed, more properly, hy 
the revenues of the state. Another objec¬ 
tion to the present bill was, that it would 
go to impose upon overseers, and other pa¬ 
rish* officers, new duties infinitely loo ar¬ 
duous for them to undertake, in addition to 
3 the duties already imposed upon them, and 
Jfotch the house would see, from the'voli^. 
Ominous returns on thp table, respecting the 
Sjjor of the country, were sufficiently ardu- 
K It would be impracticable in mod, if 
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notin all parishes, to levy the number of men 
within the time prescribed. Parish officers 
would be obliged to travel out of their dis¬ 
tricts to a considerable distance in trying to 
raise those men, and travelling expenses would 
occur and be charged on the paiish, in spite 
of the provisions of an act of parliament ; 
and, after all, the fine would be incurred 
on the failure of raising the quantum of men* 
which must necessarily fall on the landed 
property in the end. For what,-he would 
ask, were the poor’s rates in every parish, 
hot deductions from the rents, that would 
otherwise be payable to the landlord ? An¬ 
other ill effect from the bill, would be, to 
excite considerable jealousies in parishes 
which had already stood ballots for the mi¬ 
litia and army of reserve, and paid large 
sums in fines, or for substitutes *, which pa¬ 
rishes, as well as individuals therein, who 
had already paid lines, or found substitutes, 
would again be liable to a lew of a new tax* 
for the objects of the. present bill. 

Mr. Richard Ryder said, that for the last 
six months nothing had been heard on 
either side of the house but the necessity 
of increasing onr regular army. lie.agreed 
that the ground of constitutional zeal, was 
a fair ground of jealousy against a standing 
army, but after the opinion he had alluded 
to on this subject, it could not be asserted, 
that onr regular army had readied a degree 
of magnitude, such as to give room for a jea¬ 
lousy of this kind. As to the permanency 
of this measure, the best rule for proportion¬ 
ing its duration was the continuance of the 
| existing danger *, and he would ask, who 
I was there that could ascertain the limits of a 
; danger which, it has been said, may last 
! the life of the youngest member of that 
house ? As to the danger to be apprehend¬ 
ed from a standing army, he would ask, 
whether this bill put it out of the power of 
parliament to suppress and destroy the force 
that it was now about to organise, if at any 
! time it should apprehend such danger from 
j it. Me would ask the hon. gent, below 
(Mr. bhaw Lefevrc), whether he had not 
known and acted upon a measure more se¬ 
vere than this, he meant the army of reserve 
act, of which this was an improvement and 
a mitigation. With respect to parish-offi¬ 
cers they were the persons who, from local 
knowledge, would be most beneficially, and 
at the same time most safely intrusted with 
the execution of the measure. That hon. 
gent, had, of course, frequently acted as 
deputy lieutenant, andin that situation, he/ 
the constables, and other inferior officers, 
had alone the game duties which he now 
thought it too much to impose on the parish 
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officers, fti times like the present, when 
the dearest interests of all were equally at 
stake, it would not he fair or just to plead 
one duty as an excuse for the non perform¬ 
ance of another. The house was placed in 
a singular situation, there was no one point 
in which gentlemen .more disagreed. Some 
thought crimps detestable, others thought 
they were, necessary 5 some thought the 
militia should be reduced, others thought 
that it should be kept up; some thought the 
ballot useful, others thought that it should be 
destroyed. He asked whether, from what 
had been experienced, there was any ration¬ 
al ground to hope for any plan that would 
give general satisfaction ? He asked whe¬ 
ther it was not play mg a game in which 
our dearest interests were involved, to throw 
difficulties in the way of every measure 
proposed with a view to the first object of 
the country ? If even the measure militated 
against what he thought it would promote, 
he thought the house ought to go into a 
committee upon ib if it afforded a chance 
of the advantages which its proposeis ex¬ 
pected from it. In dangerous times it 
would be a great reproach to oppose any 
thing that afforded such a prospect. For 
himself, he thought most highly of a mea¬ 
sure which did not interfere with any 
force that we possessed, while it afforded a 
strong and fair expectation of an improve* 
meat of which every ui.e acknowledged the 
importance. 

Sir John Newport could not consent to 
such an expedient, except in case of an 
emergency, which did not exist. The pa¬ 
rochial officers had no means of rcciuiting, 
except by oppressing thac who were 
within their power. It was true they could 
not send the lame, the halt, and the blind 
into the ranks, but they would force such 
decrepid persons to send their yoqng and 
able relations, who would prefer going, to 
having the unhappy sufferers deprived of 
parochial support. The fines were unjust 
aad impolitic, as they would bear most hea¬ 
vily on die parishes which were most indus¬ 
trious, and had least of idle loose fellows.— 
It had been urged as an objection to 
the opposition to this bill, that its op¬ 
ponents were not agreed as to its faults ; 
that one party condemned this provision, 
while another condemned 4hat, and a third 
opposed if on a ground different to both 
those. In hie opinion, the multiplicity of 
the grounds of opposition was the strongest 
argument against the bill; for if there were 
only one fault, however great it might be, it 
war* possible it could be overbalanced by 
the other provisions; but when every one 
of the provisions was objected to in one 
Vo*.. II. 


quarter or another, it was impossible the 
measure could be good, tte thought it 
highly unjust that the bill went equally 
to burthen those who had provided sub¬ 
stitutes, and who therefore had a right to 
consider themselves exempted from every 
burthen, and those who had not contributed 
in any such way, for the bill went to burthen 
the parishes in toto. —, The question being 
loudly called for, the house divided on the 
motion that the Speaker do leave the chair, 
when there appeared, ayes 21(j, noes 169— 
Majority 50. The house accordingly re¬ 
solved itself into a committee.—The Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer stated, that ho 
meant to propose his amendments, and 
that any gent, besides, who had come pre¬ 
pared with any, might also propose them 5 
and that he meant to move that the re¬ 
port he brought up on Thursday, when 
it might be taken into consideration.—On 
this exposition the committee had proceeded 
to theBth page of the bill, where 

Mr. Johnstone adverted to a clause in the 
page at which the committee then was, but 
said he would not detain the house by going 
into particular observaiions at present, as 
he understood the bill was to be recommit¬ 
ted on Thursday. 

The Chan celt 07 of the Exchequer left it 
to the judgment ©f the house whether a re¬ 
commitment was necessary. In his opinion 
the amendments were such as would not 
require it, but if it should be the sense of- 
any number of gentlemen that they did* he 
should not object to that proceeding. The 
right bon. gent, then stated, that he propo¬ 
sed to fill up the blank relating to the num¬ 
ber which should be allowed annually to 
volunteer into the line, wirh the word* 
u twelve thousand,” and therefore .this 
would be the number to be annually raised. 
In answer to a que&tion from Mr. John¬ 
stone, he stated that he meant to fillanother 
blank preceding with the words the u 1st 
day qf Oct. 1804 .” 

Mr. Johnstone said, he looked upon it a* 
an inconsistency with the opening speech of 
the right hon. gent, that 12,000 men should 
be a'dwwed to enter into the line annually.; 
On the occasion to which he had adverted, 
the right bon, gent, had said, that only one- 
sixth was to be permitted to enter into the 
line annually. As he underetood the bill til 
relate at present to England exclusively, be 
conceived#this proposition to be entirely k»st 
sight of. As this was a matter of extreme 
importance he thought it essential that th# 
blanks should only be ffiled up pro form A at 
present, in order that'll points may be 
better reconsidered on Thursday, 

Mr. \Moor* stated, that it must bi 

Si 
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in the recollection of the house that ip the 
foftnct rrteasOre of the army of reserve bill, 
the house proceeded clause by clause. It 
'was impossible that the present bill could be 
sufficiently considered in this cursory way 5 
a recommitment was absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he would only a^k, 
whether the bill was of any importance ? He 
understood it was of great importance. He 
' was brought to look upon it as the means of 
contrasting the powei s of the right bon. gent, 
to provide a better defence for the country 
with those of the late govt. He had always 
been averse to the practice of running 
through any stage of proceeding; but he 
never conceived that such a practice could 
be countenanced, except with an understand¬ 
ing that the measure should be afterwatds re¬ 
committed. The right hon. gent, said, he 
had no amendment of any importance to pro¬ 
pose. He would ask the right hon. gent., 
whether it could be supposed that no other 
gentlemen had amendments to propose but 
himself, and whether he could answer for 
the importance of such amendments? He 
asked, whether, in the temper in which the 
house was, and at this late hour, it would be 
right to go through thii ^age at this hour ? 
He hoped the right hon. gent/s candour 
would not permit him to oppose the reprint¬ 
ing and recommitment of the bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
before he had set out he had called the at¬ 
tention of the bouse to such amendments an 
he proposed to make, and invited them at 
the same time to suggest theirs. He con¬ 
ceived it would be for the convenience of 
the house to proceed this way $ but if any 
person wished to have the bill read clause by 
clause, he hail no objection to begin it 
again, and go on as far as the strength of 
gentlemen would permit, and to resume the 
proceedings on the next opportunity, going 
on with good humour, and reserving all 
warmth for the other stages. 

Mr* Sbendan had no objection to go on 
with good humour, and to defer that Warmth 
pf which the yght hon. gent, was himself so 
capable. It was the regular form of a com- 
* IHittec that the bill should be read paragraph 
by paragraph; without that, a commit¬ 
tee was of no use, and if ever that was 
omitted, it was on the understanding that it 
$hould be done at another opportunity. If 
the house was tricked out cf it at present, it 
.must be in the,confidence that it would be 
done on another day. As to beginning now, 
'jt( them was no other objection to it, it wmlld 
‘*jba a very strong one* that they had gone#to 
The 7 th or mb the bill without doing 

auyTucU thing. It would be more respect¬ 


ful to the house to have the bill recom¬ 
mitted. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was not 
captious with respect to words; but he 
thought it rather an odd time to apply to 
him u tricking,*’ when he agreed to have the 
bill read paragraph by paragraph. In an¬ 
swer to those who supposed that the opera¬ 
tion of the bill would not commence till Oct. 
hestated that idea was taken from the filling 
up one blank with that month. The filling 
up of the quotas was to commence in 3 4 
days after the passing of the bill. He had 
no objection to have the bill now read paia- 
graph by paragraph. 

Sir Gilbert Heathcotc , asked, whtther there 
had not been a certain degree of tumult 
since the last division. He saw no signs cf 
the usual attention bestowed ou hills of this 
kind in a committee. He saw very few gen¬ 
tlemen with pencils in their hands to mark 
them (a laugh). Gentlemen might laugh, 
but he was impelled by a sense of duty to 
his country and his constituents, which 
would not allow him to sutler himself to be 
laughed down. The present bill had been 
made the scene of much party animosity 5 he 
meant,by this a fair warmth with respect to 
the govt, which it was best fur the country 
to have. Gentlemen had come down pre¬ 
pared to discuss the point in that view, and 
were unprepared to go into the details of it. 
For himscl}, he had no objection to the right 
hon. gent, (the Chancellor of the Each .); 
but he considered this as a time when every 
hand and every voice should be united in 
defence of the country; and, therefore, he 
disapproved of an administration which was 
formed on exclusive principles. Eveiy per¬ 
son who heard him.knew he had none but 
honest motives; he opposed this bill on the 
broad gtounds of its being the first act of an 
administration whose principles were not 
fur, nor such as he could approve of. Ho 
said it loudly, for he wished it to be known 
from one end of the country to the other. 
The hon. baronet continued to comment ou 
the appointment of the present ministers, till 
ha was called to order by Sir Robert Buxton. 
The hon, baronet then reverted to the ques¬ 
tion, and suggested, that the chairman 
should report progiess, and ask leave to sit 
again, 

Mr. Fox said, that it was clear that all 
this confusion tad arisen from the right hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer not having 
at once given, into the proportion of his 
hon. friend (Mr. Johnstone.) There weie 
but two modes of ptocceding decently, the 
first and best was, reading the bill, in the 
first instance, paragraph hy paragraph y ih« 
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other which had prevailed much of late 
years, which was to have the blanks filled up 
fro formd, and the bill read paragraph by pa¬ 
ragraph on the re-commitment. Surely it 
could not be intended to pass a bill of this 
importance wiihout reading it paragraph by 
paragraph' in some stage. It was true, the 
right hon g' nt. said he was ready now to al¬ 
low it to be read paragraph by paragraph; 
but though hr wbhecl vt ry much far this 
course at some future opportunity, if it was 
offered only tor this night he Would oppose 
the further pr< gress, and support the motion 
for the chairman leaving the chair. 

Tiie Chancellor of the Exchequer had no 
objection, to have the bill read paragraph by 
paragraph, and saw no reason why it should 
not be done now. He put it to the house to 
begin to read the bilb irf tins manner now. 
(A loud cry of no ! no !) If any gent, was 
of a different opinion, let him move that the 
chairman do report progress, and let the 
sense of the house be taken upon it. 

Mr. Fox accordingly moved that the chair¬ 
man do now leave the chair. 

Mr. Johmtone stated as bis grounds for 
postponing the consideration of the clauses, 
l he importance of the measure which was to 
raise 74,000 men. He also asked, whether’ 
it was possible that this inefficient plan 
should raise before the 1st of Oct. 9,000 men 
<iue to the militia, and 7OOO to the army if 
reserve? * . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, to order, 
said that it was not allowable to enter into 
these particulars on a question of filling up 
a blank. 

Mr. Fox said this was the most extraordi¬ 
nary doctrine he had ever heard. His hon. 
friend wished to state, that it was important 
to put off the filling up of a blank, and was 
proceeding to state his grounds for holding 
that opinion - - 

Mr. William Dundas said, it was not 
right to go into the principle on such a ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Johnstone resumed, and stated, as Sn 
additional ground for putting off the consi¬ 
deration of the clauses, that one of them 
went to authorise a correspondence between 
the commanding officers of regiments, add 
the constables and parish officers. He did 
not like to use harsh words, but he thought 
it absolutely indecent to hurry through mea¬ 
sures of such importance. 

My. William Smith maintained, that it 
was the regular course to recommit the bill 
when it was not read paragraph by paragraph. 
The committee could not no w begin to read 
it paragraph by paragra >h, bc< am.e that 
would be tocontrgdict Waal was always as¬ 


sumed in these cases, that the bill had ac¬ 
tually been read in the regular way. The 
house would not have suffered ihe bill lo 
haw? proceeded so far, except on a belief that 
the bill was to be re- commuted. 

Mr. Addington said, the house had pro¬ 
ceeded thus far in the committee on an un* 
derstasding, which, when it was directly put, 
to the right hon. gent., he said he had been 
misunderstood. He never knew an instance 
where a re commitment did not take place 
under such circumstances. The house could' 
not now go back to read the bill paragraph 
by paragraph, from the beginning, for the 
reason that had been stated. Neitlrr would 
t'he proposition of the hon, baronet afford 
any relief, as if the chairman was to report 
progress, the committee should resume the 
consideration of the bill exactly at the same 
point. The only proper proceeding, there¬ 
fore, was that suggested by the hon. gent, 
opposite (Mr. Johnstone), to have ihe bill 
recommitted on a future day. 

The Chancel ur#tf the Exchequer conceived 
it to be perfectly usual and regular to go 
back, when a committee had by inadvertency 
gone beyond Htty thing that required amend¬ 
ment. He Uieiefore still proposed to begin 
to read the bill anew, if it was designed 
that the bill should make no further progress 
this night, he feared that could be errsily ac¬ 
complished, but he would try how far ft was 
possible to go. When any thing arose that 
was likely to create discussion, he would 
move to adjourn the debate. 

Mr. Fox could see curbing improper or 
unusual in his motion. Menace he had held, 
out none: all he wished was, to have the 
house placed in th£t situation in which it 
had stood before it had allowed itself to 
misunderstand the meaning of the right lino, 
gent. The bill was 'unquestionably of im-. 
porlance, and it was somewhat extraordi¬ 
nary if the house was to be deprived nt its 
usual privilege of going through it paragraph 
by paragraph, under the idea that they were 
entitled to go back; and if the preamble bad 
been already postponed, he should move im¬ 
mediately afterward that the chairman do now 
leave the chair. 

Mr. Windham said, he had always under¬ 
stood it to be a privilege of a committee of 
that house to go through every bill paragraph , 
by paragraph, no** could he conceive that any 
person could hint at a departure from that 
, rule, but with the understanding that another 
of doing so would afterwards be 
The present hour of eleven, 
a night when it could not have 
contemplation of any gent, that 
such a measure would be pushed bi^d.d not 
S b 2 , 


opportunity 
afrorde^. 
o’clock, on 
been in the 
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seem a prdper season for entering on such' a 
bufrfjjega* if‘the contrary was maintained, 
let theihistoiy of the proceedings of the last 
bony be the answer, 

'The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that the discussion had now assumed a dif¬ 
ferent complexion. The amendments which 
he had to propose in the bill were of so &inv- 
pie a nature, that he conceived no gent, 
could have any reasonable objection to them ; 
but, however, perceiving the opinion of the 
Committee to be*, that the bill should be re¬ 
committed, he should, in order to give gen¬ 
tlemen who may have amendments to offer 
an opportunity to bring them forward, not 
oppose the motion for the cha’iman’s leaving 

jhe chair.-The chairman accordingly 

fhen left the chair, and the Speaker having 
resumed his seat, the report was brought 
Hp, and ordered for consideration on Thurs- 

fay* 


1 ' HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, June 1804. 

[Minutes] --Their lordships resolved into 
a committee of privileges, and Lord Wolsing- 
ham having taken the chair, counsel and evi¬ 
dence were farther heard in support of the 
claim of Lady H. Fitzgerald to the Barony 
ofRuos. The greater part of the time was 
occupied by th^ speech of Mr. Erskine, in 
illustration of die validity, as evidence, of a 
Certain book containing registries of fune¬ 
rals, &:c. compiled under the authority of a 
former Earl Marshal. The Lord Chan- 
cbllor, after a few observations upon wjiat 
had fallen from the hon. counsel, adverted 
to tins propriety of their lordships’ meeting 
at an earlier hour, in order to give fuller 
attention to the subject before them, as 
well as in reference to a saving of expense 
to the parties, which he knew was always 
their lordships' inclination. Under this 
view, the hour being rather advanced, he 
would propose that the farther considera¬ 
tion of the ca$c be adjourned till Tuesday 
next, at two o’clock and that the counsel 
be called in at that hour. This arrange¬ 
ment meeting the sensp of the dphamitte^ 
ordered accordinglyThree private 
bii!$ were brought up from the Commons, 
and were severally read a first time.— Ad¬ 
journed. " “ v 15 * 
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Tuesday, June 13, / 

[MrwpTEs)—Colonel Verdker brought 
«P » j^titijon frb^ certain merchants *$id 
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others of the city of Limerick, against the 
report of the committee on the Corn Laws 
so far as relates to Ireland. Ordered to 
lie on the table.-The Irish Linen Ma¬ 

nufacture Bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to-morrow.—Mr. 
Foster rose to give notice that he should to¬ 
morrow move for leave to bring in a bill to 
regulate the Irish Linen manufacture, and 
to prevent frauds in bleaching tinen, &c.~ 
He also begged leave to mention another 
object he meant to bring forward. A bill 
had parsed the house two years ago, rela¬ 
tive to the corn laws, which will expire on 
the first of July. Now, though there was 
a committee sitting 'at present on that very 
"subject, he should be sorry the bill he al¬ 
luded to should be suffrred to drop, lie 
therefore gave notice, that he would, to¬ 
morrow*, move for leave to biing in a bill, 
to continue, for a time to be limited, ’he 
aforesaid acts.—Mr. Manning moved, that 
there be laid before the hou^e an account of 
all imports from the W. Indies into G. Bri¬ 
tain for the last 3 years ending in 1803. 
Ordered.—The report of the attorneys' in¬ 
demnity bill was brought up and agreed to, 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

[Insolvent Debtors* Bill. —Mr. 
Shaw said, that when he reflected upon the 
number of unfoi tunate beings whose resto¬ 
ration to freedom, and the opportunity <t 
procuring subsistence for themselves and 
their families, depended on the fate of the 
bill he had the honour of bringing forward, 
he could not doubt of the assent of the 
house, and ihe approbation of every liberal 
man, particularly when it was understood, 
as n must appear f. om the bill itself, tnat 
nothing was farther from the intention of 
the framers of this measure, than to throw 
any difficulties in the way of the creditor’s 
recovery of his demand, where such demand 
was recoverable, or to give even the least 
protection to the fraudulent*debtor. The 
object of the bill was to release only those 
who were suffering from misfortune,, and 
who w^ere the victims of casualties not to 
be foreseen or guarded against. To those 
alone was it his wish to exiend the consider¬ 
ation of the bill, and m^ny such did he 
happen to know, who must have inevitably 
perished in ptisan, from want of common 
ipod, were they pot kept alive by occasional 
contribution. The hon. gent, after some 
forcible remarks upon the impolicy and se¬ 
verity of the law with respect to the im¬ 
prisonment of debtors, proceeded to describe 
the motives which hid generally heretofore 
ingu^ed tk$ relaxation of that law, and 
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contended that ffiose motives were never in 
any instance so strong as on the present oc¬ 
casion. This, he conceived must appear to 
every man’s mind, when the, peculiar state 
of the country was considered, and when 
the fact was known that there are in the 
different prisons a considerable number of 
naval and military officers, several of whom 
have fought and bled in the cause of their 
country, and are now ready again to come 
forward to risk their lives in its defence. 
The hon. member concluded with moving 
the second reading of the insolvent debtors’ 
bill. 

Mr. Alderman Combe said, he now felt 
himself as happy in rising to ^cond the mo¬ 
tion for the second reading, as he h?d done 
in moving that the bill might be extended 
to England as wdi as Irel ,nd. 

Mr. John Latouthc warmly supported the 
motion, conceiving that there never was a 
moment which so powerfully called as the 
present for a measure of this nature. In 
favour of the debtors confined in the Mar- 
shalsea of the city of Dublin, the hon. gent. 
Stated, that previous to the insurrection in 
July last, a proposal was made to them of 
their release, provided they would join the 
rebels; but this they dei lined, preferring 
raiJicr to remain in pnson and prwrve 
*hv\r loyalty. This he lousulcrod sufficient, 
r .my thing additioti.il were necessary, to 
> Merest the house in favour of this bill. 

Mr. Ker professed himself an enemy to 
the principle of insolvent bills, but still, 
horn the reasons stated, he would not oppose 
the second reading of the bill before the 
house. He hoped, however, that in the 
committee special care would be taken to 
introduce such clauses as would serve to 
prevent the fraudulent Jebtor from availing 
himself of its provisions; and also that no 
injustice should be done to any fair credi¬ 
tors, particularly the landlords, with respect 
to their tenants, as the former were not con¬ 
sidered of the ordinary class of creditors. 

Mr. Show repeated, that bis only wish 
upon the subject was to give liberty to the 
unfortunate but fair honest debtor.—The 
motion was agreed to, and the bill was or¬ 
dered to be committed on Thursday se’n* 
flight. 

[§lave Trade.] -rOn the motion of 
Mr. Wjlberforce, that the house should re¬ 
solve into a committee upon the bill for tho 
abolition of ffie slave trade, 

Mr. Manning rose, and argued upon the 
justice of gran png an indemnity to any per¬ 
sons who might spffer any loss by the ope* 
pation of this bill, and of the propriety of 
ppgrafting a clause upon the bill itself \o 


provide to this effect, Understanding, how¬ 
ever, that such clause could’nor be intro¬ 
duced but by the vote of a previous com¬ 
mittee, by whom an instruction must be 
directed to the committee on the bill, he 
should-move that the latter should be given 
for the former,—After some conversation 
between the Speaker, Mr. Manning, Mr. 
Francis, and Mr, Wilberlorce, it appeared 
that the object of the required compensation 
might be proposed after a previous commit¬ 
tee, &c, in the report of the bill, or bf 
way of rider in a future stage. 

Mr. fuller spoke against the principle of 
the bill, and asseited, that if we'should sur¬ 
render this valuable branch of trade it would 
be immediately taken up by oilier nations. 
In proof of' this, he mentioned the known 
disposition of the Americans to rival us m 
this traffic, and also the negotiation which 
was understood to have lately taken place 
between General Dessalines and the agent 
for Jamaica, in which the former is stated 
to have offered to sell slaves to our colonies* 
With respect to the charge of injustice upon 
the African merchants, he contended that 
no such charge could apply, for they only 
bought those slaves whom the African state* 
thought proper to dispose of Those slave* 
were guilty, not of what the hon. mover of 
tfte bill called 44 foolish witchcraft/* but of 
administering slow poison; and with sub¬ 
jects guilty of any such capital offence, the 
state had a right to do what it pleased. The 
African states were as competent to trans¬ 
port such offenders, as we were those whom 
we sent to America or Botany Bay, and of 
those transported to the former he was well 
founded in saying, that many wore sold by 
the captains to slavery for 7 and 14 years. 
This he stated merely to shew that the right 
of the African princes was recognized by the 
practice of our own country. Alter con¬ 
demning the practice of kidnapping upon 
the African coast, which the hon. mover 
had stated to exist, the hon. gent, proceeded 
to quote some passages from the travels of 
Mungo Parke, in which that author men¬ 
tions that the state of the slaves in Africa is 
truly deplorable, and that, therefore, raking 
them away, particularly teethe English colo¬ 
nies, was a relief to them. He also added* 
that slavery was not established in Africa by 
the persons who dealt in the slave trade., bufc* 
had prevailed there for ages, and throughout 
the country, many of the slaves being 
brought fo the coast for sale from above 
l!*00 miles in the interior*, From those 
considerations the hon. gent, would feel i*o 
kind of uneasiness to purchase a slave, to 
give him a participation of his estate, and m 
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allow bull not bnly subsistence but sortie* 
thing to spare! That slaves could save from 
their earnings, was notorious j one of his 
slaves, who had been twenty years in his 
service, had lately given him *£200 for his 
freedom, which money was a part of his 
savings. The hon. gent, took notice of the 
observations that were made upon the capi¬ 
tal employed in this branch of trade. An 
Hon. gent, had, indeed, said that he was 
sorry to see so much capital employed. Here 
was the subject ot regret*, but it was not 
unnatural that men who repined at our 
wealth and consequence, who disliked the 
system of our govt., should hate that capital 
which was the source and support of our 
rank in the world, and 'furnished a great 
means of our security. But some gentlemen 
bad expressed a wish that this capital should 
- be engaged in promoting the.cijii ration of 
wr common lands. What! to transfer ca¬ 
pital from the activation of land in our co¬ 
lonies, which is capable of such valuable 
produce, to improve the commons in this 
country, which, after the utmost expense, 
can scarcely be made worth 5 shillings an 
acre. Those who were mo^t violent in their 
outcries against the slave trade were the 
haters of the West India colonies. They 
bated them because they were the means jf 
bringing such a mass of opulence into the 
mother country. They hated that opulence, 
because it tended to promote the dignity of 
tbe monarchy, and to uphold the constitu¬ 
tion, the strength, and the glory of the 
country. The riches we derived from these 
Invaluable possessions, assisted us in spread¬ 
ing the navy of England triumphant over the 
main, and, therefore, it excited the envy of 
the ill affected. The hon. gent, recapitu¬ 
lated bis arguments, and expressed his con¬ 
viction that many wise and worthy men 
were upon this subject speaking and acting 
from an erroneous conception. 

Mr. Francis replied to the arguments of 
the last speaker, and maintained that al¬ 
though the inclination of Mungo Parke's ob¬ 
ject, in the book alluded to, was adverse to 
the abolition of the slave trade, yet that au¬ 
thor had made a statement which pleaded 
strongly in favour of the measure, for in a 
particular passage he mentions that nothing 
could be more abhorrent to the feelings of 
Jthe poor innocent, and civilized inhabitants 
of the interior of Africa, than to be torn 
from their home and families to be sent to a 
foreign country. Tbe principle faidMowp 
by the hon. gent., that a state had^p rjght to 
i Wjfo as it pleased with felons, he strongly rfc- 
■'img, tts that would go to recognize the 
i’’ lp K or any govt, to introduce the 
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system of torture, or racking ort the wheel. 
The statement of the hon. gent.., with re- 
gard to the sum advanced by his slave to 
purchase his freedom, furnished a strong ar¬ 
gument against the assertion, that the slaves 
were contented. Indeed, it was impossible 
that they should, and nothing could be more 
absurd and unjust than to make the com¬ 
munication of happiness to those poor men 
a pretence for torcing them fiom their na¬ 
tive home. To the generosity of h»s coun¬ 
trymen he particulaily appealed for support 
upon this question; us they loved liberty 
themselves, he trusted, they would never 
give their consent to have other men en¬ 
slaved. 

Mr. C. Brooke read the decree of the 
French govt, after the peace of Amiens, re¬ 
enacting all the laws respecting the slave 
trade. As ter the statement that wc had 
nine-tenths of the slave trade, he believed 
it) but he would not agiee that, if we abo¬ 
lished the trade, so much of it would be so 
done away, particularly when he reflected 
upon the readiness of the Americans, the 
French, and the Spaniards to engage in a traf¬ 
fic that was so productive, and which none of 
those powers shewed the least disposition to 
abandon. 

Mr. Charles Ellis opposed the principle 
* of the bill; a principle which was gtounded 
upon a proposition similar to that maintain¬ 
ed by the national convention of France, 
when it asserted the universal and immuta¬ 
ble rights of man. Unless that proposition 
were contended for, and he fancied there 
were few who would now attempt to plead 
for it, he conceived that the idea could not 
be sustained that no men ought to be slaves. 
With regard, however, to the West India 
islands, he claimed a toleration for slavery 
upon the ground of the strong necessity that 
existed for them to render those islands pro¬ 
ductive. The slave trade, he felt, ought 
to be restricted to the old colonies, and not 
at all to extend to Trinidad ; because in the 
former our merchants had embarked their 
property before any idea of the abolition of 
this trade was thrown out, which was not 
the case with the latter. It was said, that 
if the trade were abolished the planters 
would feel it their interest to promote the 
natural increase of the negroes; but who 
that was at all acquainted with the conduct 
of those planters, could entertain a doubt 
that they had always felt this to be their in¬ 
terest, and that they had endeavoured to 
forward that object by every means in their 
power ? Nothing could be more mistaken 
than a contrary opinion ; for it was well 
known that the failure of tl*c negro popular 
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tion, in the way alluded to, was not attri¬ 
butable to escesri of labour, to harsh treat¬ 
ment, or any cause which could criminate 
the planters. The lion member exhorted 
the house not to entertain a proposition, the 
tendency of which was to deprive men of 
property which they had long since vested 
in our colonies, by obliging them to give up 
that propeity from want of the means of 
cultivating it. He begged the house to bear 
in mind, that whatever criminality might 
attach to the origin of this trade, the present 
planters had no bhare in it, and that of 
course nothing could be more iniquitous 
than to make their property an expiatory 
offer for that criminality.—Understatftling 
that some intercourse was at present allowed 
between the subjects of Dtvs.uilii.es and our 
islands, he hoped that the regulations, said 
to be ordered, would be regulatly enforced, 
in order to guard one colonies against the 
consequences very naturally to be appre¬ 
hended from the connexion—a connexion 
which, should this bill pass, would render 
it impossible to prevent a contraband trade 
for slaves between St. Domingo and Jamaica, 
Ac. This contraband trade was likely to 
threaten such effects as no man who recol¬ 
lected the late atrocities in St. Domingo 
could think of without honor.—The hon. 
gent, conceived it very difficult to separate 
the two questions of abolition and i-nianci- 
paiion. The one naturally led to »he other. 
They were generally confounded in that 
house; and it was no wonder, therefore, 
that the negroes iheuw-IvcN should confound 
them j that when tlc-y found parliament lud 
been of opinion that it was unjust to pur¬ 
chase. them, they should question their mas¬ 
ters’ titles to hold th m. To what a train of 
mischiefs might ibis lead 1 —The hon. mem¬ 
ber, in conclusion, stated, that if the plant¬ 
ers had been more liberally dealt by in ihe 
course of this business, the benevolent ob¬ 
ject of the bill might have been attained 
through judicious regulation ; but no at¬ 
tempt had been made by the tight hon. gent, 
(Mr. Pitt) to conciliate the co-operation of 
that respectable body ; on, the contrary, 
while he was endeavouring in that house to 
promote the abolition of the slave trade, he 
was laising black regiments in the colonies, 
a measure which of course rendered necessary 
an additional importation of negroes for the 
purposes of cultivation. Unless the co-ope^ 
ration of the planters was obtained by the 
executive govt, to the objects of this mea¬ 
sure, he was of opinion it never could 
effective. 

Mr. Dcvereti argued strongly against the 
fcill, as inconsistent with the rights and jri- * 
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vileges of the' colonial assemblies. Me 
quoted on this point ther great authority df 
Blackstone, in a part of his Commentaries; 
which explains the nature and extent of fhe 
powers which colonial regulations were to 
possess. He contended also, that before 
the bill could be entertained, the question 
of prudence and polity should be imparti¬ 
ally and fairly reviewed. A good deal had 
been adduced in favour of the abolition, 
from the present situation of the island of 
St. Domingo, and the dangers which vfroaMy 
necessarily, result from firrsh importations' 
of negroes. The colonial legislatures must, 
however, in his opinion, be the best judges 
of the consequences of abolition, and they,, 
it was not unknown to the house, had al¬ 
ready declared themselves adverse to the 
measure. In the island of Jamaica in par¬ 
ticular, the jjoose heard from the hon* r 
gent, who was the agent for tlut island, that 
the colonial legislature thtfre were decidedly 
adverse to the measure of abolition, as in 
their opinion calculated to promote no be¬ 
neficial consequences; while, on the con- 
Irary, it might, in the present situation of 
the West India islands,* be productive of 
effects highly disastrous and deplorable. It 
was tobe kept in view too, at this moment, 
that there actually prevailed a difference of 
a very serious nature betwixt the governor 
and the house of assembly in Jamaica. So 
far, indeed, was this carried, that he had 
reason to believe that the governor could 
not again meet the assembly without a con^ 
siderable modification of demands, formerly 
enforced. He asked, then, whether, after thii 
declaration on the part of the colonies, and 
with the knowledge that such disagreements 
as he had allued to, did exist, it would be 
either wise or prudent to agitate a question 
which might be pregnant with mischief? 

Mr, Somers Cooks, set out with stating, that 
for 16 years he had attended with the ut¬ 
most care to ‘all the proceedings on the abo¬ 
lition of the slave trade, though he had ne¬ 
ver openly delivered his opinions publicly 
on the subject. He rose for the purpose of 
expressing his approbation of the principle 
and object of the bill. Qq every general 
principle of humanity he had always been 
of opinion, that the slave trade was ofte 
which ought not to receive the smallest 
countenance from the legislature of an en¬ 
lightened empire. On this ground he had; 
whenever he voted on the question, always 
v^otetf for the abolition. He was ahvay& f 
howe^iy ready to allow that, in giving this 
^bte he laboured under a certain degree of 
difficulty. He was ndt indifferent to the 
loss which those connected with" this trade 
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, wight bft exposed to, and this Consideration 
had always left a cot tain (iegrt-e of wright 
jon his min i which he did not find it ea«y to 
remove, He never pretended to be able to 
ascertain what was likely to be the probable 
amount of this loss, because he was not in 
^session of facts on which to found an opi¬ 
nion. He had, however, removed this dif¬ 
ficulty, which on the piesent occasion did 
exist; it was, in a considerable degree, to 
be attributed to the conduct of the planters 
themselves. If mconveniencies resulted 
from the abolition, they arose, in his opi¬ 
nion, principally from the want of due ex¬ 
ertion on the part of the planters, after they 
must have been sensible, from a variety of 
warnings, that the nbohti n of the slave 
trade mu t take place at no very remote pe¬ 
riod, Instead of employing the interval 
thus afforded them of making^proper provi¬ 
sion for the event, the certainty of which 
they had then dvery reason to anticipate, 
they, on the contrary, employed every 
means of evading the proposed resolution of 
the legislature; they used every effort to 
delay the abolition by every pretext, how¬ 
ever unsatisfactory* and, instead of prepar- 
• ingforthe abolition, they onlv thought of 
new stratagems to defeat "the views of those 
by whom this great object was patronized. 
With the conviction that this was the fair 
impartial statement of the conduct of the 
planters, he did not think that they had 
now any strong ground of complaint against 
the.abolition. If they were sufferers by it 
■ to a large amount, the fault was to a great 
degree attributable to themselves. In con- 
delusion, be alluded to the conduct which a 
light hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Pitt) had 
. pursued on this question. It might, per¬ 
haps, be owing to his want of knowledge 
of the world, or to a sufficient acquaintance 
With the mode in which the business of the 
house was conducted, but it had frequently 
occurred to him, that if the right lion. gent, 
had employed the fair, honourable influence 
Of office, the^great object which he profes¬ 
sed to have had so cordially in view, would 
ere this time, hove been obtained. He 
Conjured the right hon. gent., now that he 
had returned to power, to employ all that 
influence, on the present occasion; and, he 
trusted that, from the spirit which had dis¬ 
played itself in the house, an end would at 
length be put to a traffic which had been so 
Jong the disgrace of this country apd of hu- 
v loan nalurc.", * * * # ; 

Mr, ftwhum spoke shortly in explanation 
pf the grounds which induced him to sup- j 
^port,the bill. It seamed now to be pretty I 
admitted that the question was one 


of justice, and in this point of view it could 
not admit of any length of deliberation ; the 
chief question before the bouse now was, 
that it appearing to a great majority of 
members that the slave trade should be abo¬ 
lished, the next consideration was. in what 
' manner this object could most speedily and 
most effectually be obtained? In attempt¬ 
ing to ascertain this, the pi ©portion of com¬ 
pensation which ought to be afforded to 
those whose property would be affected by * 
the bill was an important object of consider¬ 
ation. In his own opinion the amount of 
these compensations would not be at all con¬ 
siderable, but to deny that any compensa¬ 
tion was to be given at all, would be noto¬ 
riously unjust. But one hon. member (Mr. 
Cocks) appeared to notice slightingly the 
claims of the planters to compensation, be¬ 
cause they had sufficient intimation of the 
measure of abolition, and had not taken 
sufficient means to provide against its con¬ 
sequences. This argument would in a va¬ 
riety of cases be found, if reduced to prac¬ 
tice, highly oppressive. He might call the 
attention of the house to the case of a minor 
having an estate in the West Indies l6 or iy 
year, ago, the value of which would now 
be comparatively destroyed by the measure 
of abolition at present under consideration. 
Surely this would be a rase equally unjust 
and severe; but if no compensation was to 
be afforded, numerous cases of equal seve¬ 
rity and injustice would fake place. He’ 
trusted that before (he bill passed, these 
circumstances would be fully attended to. 

Sir Robert Buxton defended the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer against any charge of 
insincerity in his support of the abolition of 
the slave trade. He had made it his busi¬ 
ness narrowly to watch the whole of his 
conduct in this business, and he had never 
witnessed greater evidence of the cordiality 
and zeal of any individual in a public cause. 
Because his colleagues did not support the 
same side of the question, that was .no proof 
of his want of zeal. The house would re-“ 
collect that formerly this was more a ques¬ 
tion of opinion than national policy, and 
such disagreement was easily.accounted for. 
Now it had assumed an important national 
interest, and he trusted no time would be 
lost in carrying through a measure which * 
even now he thought, or was at least afraid, 
mjght come too late for the preservation of 
our West India colonies, 

Mr. Dent opposed the bill, chiefly on the 
ground of the impracticability ^of the aboli¬ 
tion, A trial had been made for several 
years to civilize the negroes in the settlement 
of Sierra Leone, which had totally failed. 





' PARt. CERATES, June 1 % im.—SUve Wade. 


referred to the first statementrespecling the 
case of Captain Kimber, though he could 

not but express his surprise that this sub¬ 
ject had again been introduced to the no¬ 
tice of the house. The case having, how¬ 
ever, been alluded to, it wAs rtecessaTy tor 
him to stale a few plain observations td the 
house. The fact was, that he had, onhe&r- 
ing of the particulars of the case, gone 
w ith (he wiinc-sses before a justice of peae6, 
to have the matter cleared up. The wit¬ 
nesses were examined, and the justice 
thought that the person accused ought to 
enter on his trial. When the matter came 
before the grand jury on oath, they were 
of a similar opinion, and though this per¬ 
son was afterwards acquitted, he did not 
at all feel that he himself had any reason 
to regret the share he had in the business. . 
So much as to the first statement of his which 
had been alluded to.—J'he hon. member 
next proceeded to reinforce all his original 
arguments in favour of the abolition of the 
trade. He quoted from Mr. Parke’s travels 
into the interior of Africa, several passages, 
which fully shew that the arguments of the 
abolitionists arc founded in the justest 
views of policy, as well as the most en- ' 
larged ideas of introducing knowledge, 
hemanity, and religion into that vast con¬ 
tinent. "The hon. member quoted authors, 
particularly the French writer, 1 e Brune, 
who wrote long before the question ot 
abolition was started, to confirm his posi¬ 
tions. He argued at some length on the 
practicability of keeping up the sleek <>t 
negroes, i dependent of importation: He 
shewed, that for a long series ol yearq'par- 
ticularly for the last 12, that the proportion 
of the deaths and births of the negroes 
was gradually become more favourable, 
and quoted several authorities, particularly 
that of a Doctor Anderson, who had the care 
of 4,000 negroes, to shew that by good ma¬ 
nagement the number of negroes might be 
kept up in all bur islands, la illustration 
of this idea, he stated that he was enabled, 
on the authority of Mr. King, the late 

ed on the house to look at the situation 01 1 American 
St. Domingo, nod to po«« brfote the, table ~n>;£«■h.d 

abolished a trade in which very consider- I j79 ! t0 . nronorlion as to hold 

able interests were involved. He hoped I increased **V 80 //rtoubline their nuttu- 
that the hon. mover would at length be | !«ars. The negroes, 

too, rapidly increased id ftencoolen, 'tn.W. 
Helena, in St; Kill's, and in other sctUe- 
. merits. H being ascertained that su*» a 


He was convinced that with experience 
before their eves the hon. gent, who pro¬ 
posed the biH, arid those who supported 
him in it, would, if they could bring them¬ 
selves to reason with impartiality on the 
-subject, .see the expediency of giving 1 up 
the measure. There was one considera¬ 
tion which, at the present moment, ought 
to press on the consideration of ministers^ 

If the trade was to be abolished, and if 
new lands in the West-India islands could 
not he cultivated for the want of negroes, 
he could not see that there was either any 
policy or v xpedienc) in wasting the troops, 
or 1 he resources of the country, reconquer- 
ing islands, the possession of which must be 
ali«>gtfihcr nugatory. The hon. member 
denied that the abolition of the slave trade 
conlri be supported on the ground of hu¬ 
manity, and contended that the treatment 
ol slaves in the Wesi-Indies was not cha¬ 
rs teri/ed by any instances of cruelty. He 
afnrintvi that the feelings of the house had, 
more than once, been carried away by re¬ 
presentations of atrocities, which after¬ 
wards turned out to be totally groundless, 
lie referred on this part of the subject to 
the case of Captain Kimber, who in conse¬ 
quence of a 1 epresentation by the hon. 
mover of tlu- bill, was in T792 tried at the 
Old Hailey, for the thaigcof murder com¬ 
mitted under the most atrocious circum¬ 
stances. Thi? person wa^ then acquitted 
of die charge, it having been discovered 
that the surgeon of Kimberfs diip had been 
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury. But, 
though acquitted, tins person had been in 
a great measure ruined by the large ex¬ 
pense which the conduct of his tiial had 
imposed on him. Many other casej of a 
similar nature were on record/and, there¬ 
fore, he warned the house against being 
carried away by exaggerated statements, 
applied for the purpose of interesting their 
humanity. The hon. member, Mier a few 
remarks as to the number of seamen em¬ 
ployed in this trade, and the revenue arising 
from the importation of fresh negroes,, call¬ 
ed on the house to look at the situation of 


induced not to press the ultimate progress 
of the bill this session. 

Mr. IFilberforce rose to reply to the prin¬ 
cipal objections urged against his mea¬ 
sure# H<? denied that any of his state¬ 
ments rested, as had been insinuated, on 
light grounds, or had been at all produced 
. /with a view of deceiving the house. He 
Vox., II. 


* rtp^d increaL'^as^obtained” in Anierica 
rhesaw no reason to Hunk why out Wesi- 
India negroes might \iot only keep op, their 
numbers, but might positively Increase to 

'ft • 
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a great degree ft . The climate of America 
was so far from being more favourable, 
that the dews and exhalations with w hich 
it abounded were particularly unfavourable 
to the health of the negro©*, accustomed 
to a dry and hot climate.—The honourable 
member, after illustrating this point, laid 
before the house, on the positive infor¬ 
mation of the American minister, the very 
sati-factory prospect of the probable abo¬ 
lition of the slave trade in the United 
States at no remote period. At present, 
in all the states, with the exception 
of South Carolina, the importation of 
negroes was prohibited; and in 180S, 
when the powers on this point now vested 
in the particular states, would cease, there 
was every reason to believe that Congress 
would lake up the business and abolish 
ibe slave trade for ever. The lion, mem¬ 
ber read a paragraph from the minister’s let- 
if'r precisely to the foregoing effect. He 
congratulated the hou*e on this project, 

* and urged it as an additional aigument for 
taking the lead in the great work of hu¬ 
manity, policy, and justice. 

Sir William Ymng rose, not, he said, for 
the purpose of going at large into a discus¬ 
sion on the principle of the bill, as on that 
he should reserve himself for the third read¬ 
ing, but to refute some assertions which 
had fallen in the course of this night’s debate 
from the friends of this bill, and particularly 
, from the hon member who had intioduced 
it, that were, he would assert, utterly un¬ 
founded. Thai hon, member had said, that the 
usual allowance to the working slaves in the 
West-Indies, was from four to seven pints 
of grain in a week, and that in sdme of the 
British islands, not more than one-half the 
portion was allowed that was given in 
Others ; and that not more than half the 
allowance was given by the planters on their 
estates to their,working negroes, than was 
Usually allowed'to those in prisons and hos¬ 
pitals ; and that though this allowance was 
alleged to be given to the negro iu propor¬ 
tion to the quantum of land allowed him 
for cultivation by his own labour, which in 
.'togfeat number of estates was little or none, 
iio ttian, he said, could make such an asser- 
, ficb, wfa<> was not utterly ignorant of the in¬ 
terior management of the West-India islands. 
,It was a gross and unfounded imputation 
Upon hhnbrotber colonials, whom.be felt it 
his duty to defend, He was himself pro¬ 
prietor of a considerable estate in tfie West* 
India islands ; and after he had formerly 

* opposed the bill of the hqn. member, be 

visited the. West-india bland#* and made 
eight of them, to be convinced 


from his own observations what was the real 
fact; and every where he found his atten¬ 
tion challenged by the comfortable situation 
of these negroes, plentifully maintained, 
whom the honourable member, and hia 
supporters, had represented as in a star¬ 
ving situation. He declared there was not 
a single instance throughout the whole, 
where the negro was not allowed a spot 
of ground for his own cultivation, and 
so extensive and productive was this spot, 
in 3 great many instances, that no allow¬ 
ance was made to the negro at all. 
For, except meiely the sheep and cows 
fed on the pasture lands, which belonged to 
the planters, every other article of consump¬ 
tion on the islands was furnished by the ne¬ 
groes to the planters, and paid for by them, 
such as the hogs, poultry, esculent vege¬ 
tables, &c and so prosperous were the ne¬ 
gro plantations and negro tradesmen, in some 
of the islands, and particularly in Tobago, 
that he believed there was sraicely one of 
them at this moment who had not an 1001. 
sterling at his command. It had been 
said too, that the planters discouraged breed¬ 
ing amongst their slaves ; and with this 
view the importation of females was greatly 
inferior to that of males. So far from dis¬ 
couraging breeding, though it was their 
interest, they could not effect it : for evm 
though the females were consideiably fewer 
than the males, yet of this few, some had 
four wives, and many of these too Christi¬ 
ans ; for the whole 1,300 upon his own 
estate were all Christians ; and though veiy 
good and devout Christians in all other re¬ 
spects, there was an aristocracy amongst 
them, the head men of which could have 
their free-wife and their love-wife. It was 
an etfty matter for an English country gent, 
sitting by his fire side, to amu^c himself 
with declaiming against the imaginaiy cmelty 
of the gentlemeu of the West-India islands 
to their slaves, upon false and exaggerated 
accounts ; but the Wcst-India gentleman 
did not advert to the many severities and 
oppressions imposed upon the labouring poor 
throughout England, by the arbitrary hand 
of the country justices and the different pa<? 
rish officers, of which so many severe cases 
came before the Court of King’s bench, on 
appeals respecting the poor-laws. With re¬ 
spect to the importation of African slaves 
into the islands, he would be glad to learn 
how otherwise the gt-ip was to be filled up in 
the population of the country, which war 
or the descents of the enemy’s privateers so 
frequently created.* He himself had lost a 
considerable number-of valuable negroes by 
the war ) how was be to replace them but 
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by* importation ? He did not hesitate to 
assert, that the abolition of the import trade 
was inseparable from emancipation, that 
it would change every fee-simple interest in 
the West-Indies into 3 mere life-interest; 
that it would destroy the whole value of 
estates, and of dowers and provisions for 
children entailed upon them ; and he con¬ 
cluded by saying, he never should vote for 
it, unless landed proprietors, whose estates 
were depopulated by war, or other cause, 
were permitted in such case to send ships to 
Africa for I he purpose of purchasing culti¬ 
vators; for how was the land to be cultiva¬ 
ted without hands ? 

Mr. William Smith deprecated the con¬ 
duct of the oppose™ of the bill, in disputing 
it night after night, and taking up the time 
of the house in repeating arguments that fend 
been an hundred times refuted. From the 
arguments of Mr. Long, the histoiian of 
Jamaica, him .elf an enemy to the abolition 
of the trade, and who had wrote upon this 
subject long before it. was agitated in parlia¬ 
ment, it was acknowledged that within the 
islands themselves there was ample means 
for discontinuing the importation of slaves 
fiom Afnca. lie. wa-» heartily sick of 
the term ff humanity,” so bandied about by 
those who talked of the benefits couteited 
upon the African by taking him from his 
country, his kindred, and his de3re.1t con¬ 
nexion:., to transplant him to a distant 
island, and abetter situation. We had no 
right to do so against his will, even though 
it were really to transfer him to a state of li¬ 
berty, comfort, and happiness, Mow much 
more impious and unjust was it then to pre¬ 
tend such a right, for the purpose of doom¬ 
ing him and his posterity to endless slaVery. 
Upon the great and immutable principle of 
justice then, tins bill was not to be shaken, 
and he trusted the house would no longer 
sanction the violation of that great preceptj 
“ thou shale not do evil that good may 
come of ir.” The evil, in this case, was 
positive and enormous, the result as to any 
good utterly uncertain, but possibly even 
much more mischievous than the evil itself 
in the first instance.—The hon. gent, then 
alluded to a paper which he had that day 
found, containing notes of what had been 
said on the subject of the slave trade by the 
late Mr. Burke, taken at the debate in winch 
that gent, took a part ; he had expressed, 
that merchants and planters were equally 
made sensible of the impropriety of the 
trade, and he concluded by observing, that 
the question of the abolition of the slave 
trade stood on the broad basis of justice, and 
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could not be, mistaken in its object —The 
question being loudly called for, the house 
divided, when there appeared—for the mo¬ 
tion 79, against it 20—Majority 5 Q. 

Mr. Wilbtrforct moved to fill up the 
blank for the commencement of its opera¬ 
tion, with the words u first of Jan. 1805,’* 
which was agreed to. He also moved an 
amendment in the words " provided always, 
that no ship bringing negro shves from 
Africa to any part of the British West-Thdia 
islands, shall be liable to seizure or forfeiture, 
which shall be proved not to have taken her 
departure from any port in G. Britain or 
Ireland, before the expiration of fourteen 
days after the passing of the bill, or from 
any other port in Europe or Africa, previous 
to'the Ut of August, 1804, ’ which was 
agreed to ; the chairman left ihe chair, 
and the bill was ordered to lie reported to¬ 
morrow, when counsel aie to be heard. 

Karl Temple wished thelimi. member who 
introduced the bili would have the goodness 
to say, whether he would consent to the ex¬ 
am ination of some further witnesses on the 
report of the bill. 

Mr. I Vd her force answered, certainly not; 
but he would b**g leave to refer the noble 
lord, if he wanted evidence, to the volumes 
of evidence already before the house on this 
subject, in the ma <y successive sessions it 
had been discussed. 

Mr. Fuller wih for adducing more evi¬ 
dence, and said, he understood the African 
me*chains had a consideiable mass of tes¬ 
timony to bring forward. 

Mr. Dickinson, jun. said, the counsel to- 
moirow would urge their pleadings, and 
prove their case by such evidence as they 
thought necessary ; and if they should then 
seem too tedious, or unnecessarily prorrac- 
1 ive, the house would use its own discretion. 

[Wbst-India Compensation.] — Mr* 
Manning moved, that a committee be ap¬ 
pointed to inquire into the most proper mode 
of making compensation to those person# 
who should sustain injuries or losses in conse¬ 
quence of the bill for abolishing the slave trade. 

Mr. Tilt said, he should certainly object 
to the motion in its present form, because it 
assumed as a principle, in the first instance, 
that by this act of justice, which the house 
had thought fit tp adopt, loss and injury must 
necessarily and of course follow to the per¬ 
sons concerned in the West-India trade, The 
house, however, he trusted, would not be 
induced *to concede to such an admission; 
and would be time enough for the wisdom 
ind justice of parliament to devise coropen- 
sption when any special case of loss or injury 
Tt 2 
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sustained, should be fairly and actually made 
out. He did not mean to argue the point 
now; but at all events, the motion was in¬ 
formal, and lie believed it would not be 
regular to put a question upon it, as its di¬ 
rect tendency was to impose a public ex¬ 
pense upon the country, ami it did not 
come recommended by.the crown. 

Mr. Barham said, that even’ in the very 
fitst instance los.es and injuries would be 
inevitably sustained by persons who-had 
formed contracts and vested capitals in this 
trade; but it was cxiremely desirable to 
know what would be the properest mode 
of proceeding to claim compensation ; whe¬ 
ther each individual injured was to make 
out a Special case for parliament, or whe¬ 
ther all collectively, for bundled* would 
be injured, though the general sum of 
compensation might not be consideiable. 
He wished aLo to know whether, the house 
having adopted a*bdl for the abolition of 
the slave trade, it was to be understood 
the crown would not recommend compen¬ 
sation. 

Mr. Pitt said, that whether the crown 
would or would not recommend compensa¬ 
tion, he was not now ptepared to saj ; but 
the motion for the present was irregular, 

The Speaker corroborated this declara¬ 
tion, and declined putting the question. 

[Additional Force Hill.] — Mr, 
Grey rose to ask the right bon. the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, whether it was 
his intention to take the sense of the house 
upon the report of the additional force bill, 
after the committee on Thursday night, or 
on a subsequent day ? 

Mr. Pitt answered, that unless some 
poiiPs should arise in tlie committee, to 
protract the discussion to a late hour on 
Thursday, it was his intention to take the 
sense of the house on the report that even¬ 
ing, otherwise on Friday, m order to the 
third reading of the bill on Mbuday. Ad¬ 
journed, 


HOUSE OK LORDS. 

Wednesday, June 13 , 1604 . 

[Minutes .}—The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their rexpective stages. 
Among these, the Irish public accounts’ bill 
passed through a committee, was reported, 
and ordered to be read a third time to-mor- 
rbw.—The commitment of the Dublin arch* 
episcopal palace bill was postponed.—One 
private bill was brought up from tl*e Com-, 
ipxms and read a first lime.—Some private 
business was then disposed of, and their 1 
Lordship* adjourned till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, June 13 , 1604. 

[Minutes.]—L ord Stopford at the bar, 
acquainted the hoqse that hi* Majesty had 
been waited on with several addresses from 
the house, and that his Majesty had been 
graciously pleased to issue oidcrs accord¬ 
ingly.—Mr. R. Milford, from the commis¬ 
sioners of customs in Scotland, presented, 
pursuant to order of the house, accounts 
ot the quantity of corn, grain, malt, hour, 
meal, &c. exported fiom and imported 
into Scotland, &c. Oidorcd to lie on the 
table and to be printed.— Mi. Rose moved, 
that so much of the 4}d ot iiis Majesty as 
related to the sale of East-India go^cL, 
takj|n and condemned a* prizes, should be 
read. He then mo\cd that the house re¬ 
solve into a committee to consider of said 
act,—The house having resolved into the 
committee, Mr. St urges Hon rue in the 
chair, Mr. Rose stated, that thi; act, 
no East India prize which might be taken 
into any of the outer ports could be 
exposed to sale, the act providing, that 
such goods should be biought to London 
for that purpose. Many privateers had ta¬ 
ken goods of that description into Liverpool, 
where they had been landed and ware¬ 
housed ; and it was tq enable the captains 
to dispose of them in (hat port, without the 
expense ot sending them to London, that 
be moved, that it be the opinion of the 
I committee, that the chairman do move the 
house for leave to bring in a bill for that 
purpose. On the house being resu¬ 
med, leave was given.—On the motion 
of .Mr. Sturgcs Bourne, the committees of 
supply and wajs and means were put off 
till Friday.—On the motion of Mr. Fodor, 
the house resolved itself into a committee 
on the linen duty exemption bill. The re¬ 
port to be received to-morrow. —Thebun w, 
on the motion of Mr.Foster, went into the 
committee on the 43d of his Majesty, re¬ 
lative to the regulation of the corn trade 
between England and Ireland. The com¬ 
mittee resolved that the act ought to be 
revived ; and the clmitman, Mr. Alexander, 
was directed to move for leave to bring in 
a bill accordingly. The house then resumed* 
the report was received, and leave was 
given to bring in the bill. 

[Liskeard Election.]— Mr. Gregor 
presented a petition from John Dayman, 
under sheriff of Cornwall, who is now in 
the custody of the serjeant at arms ; sta¬ 
ting, that his having sent up a double re- 
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turn from Liskeard, on the 9th of March 
last, proceeded entirely from inexperience, 
and not from any intention of violating 
the privileges of parliament ; that, for this 
impioper conduct, he asked pardon of 
the house; and he humbly prayed, that 
the house would extend their indulgence 
to him in his present situation. The hon. 
gent, then moved, .that Mr. John Dayman 
be brought up to-morrow, in order to be 
discharged, 

Mr. Rose said, he did not mean to make the 
slightest opposition to the motion. He did 
think that the transaction in which this man 
had been involved was one of that nature, 
which, it the house passed over without 
some mark of censure, it would abandon 
its privileges. He was ready to admit that 
there were many circumstances of extenu¬ 
ation in this man’s case, which might call 
for the indulgence of the house; and he 
hoped the example, which his case now af¬ 
forded, would have its clue effect in pre¬ 
venting alike ollcnce, on the part of others. 
The motion was then agreed to. 

[Irish Linen Manufacture Bill.J 
—Mr. Foster moved the order of the day 
for the house to resolve itself into a com¬ 
mittee to consider of the linen trade. And 
the house being in a committee, he said, 
the measure which he had to submit to the 
consideration ot the committee embraced 
three matetial objects. In the first place, 
lie meant to propose an alteration in the 
mode of appointing linen inspectors in lie- 
land. The trustees there had m*v the 
power of appointing four inspectors; but 
it would be mecetisary to give them a fur¬ 
ther power to appoint others in their stead, 
it it should be necessary ; in order to guard 
against any Lauds that might be practised 
in the inspection of linens. The next re¬ 
gulation was one which concerned England; 
and the object ofit was, to give speedy re¬ 
dress when it should be required, to par¬ 
ties complaining of the bad quality of linen. 
When a complaint of this kind was made 
in Ireland, the trustees of the linen board 
had the power of summoning all the parties, 
and referring the matter in dispute to two 
or three persons, whose business it was to 
examine the linens, and to see if they were 
damaged, unsound, or bad, and were to 
give a decision on oath, which decision 
on oath was binding on the parties. This 
summary mode of proceeding prevented 
much litigation,- and produced very bene¬ 
ficial effects. It was hid intention to pro¬ 
pose the adoption of a similar system in 
London, for the purpose of protecting the 
English purchasers. of linen against any 


frauds whatever, as to the .quality of the 
goods. The linen board of Dublin had an 
agent residing here; and whenever a com¬ 
plaint was made against the quality’ of 
linen, brought over here from Ireland, it 
would be proper to invest this agent with a 
power to examine persons on oath, in the 
same manner as was done in Dublin, as to 
the State of such linen. The linen must bo 
produced before two persons who should 
be sworn to give a fair and impartial de¬ 
cision. The agent here should have in this 
respect the same power as possessed by the 
trustees in Dublin. The parties in Ireland 
might appeal against the decision of this 
tribunal, but, if they did, it must be at 
their own risk 5 and if they did not sue** 
ceed in the appeal, they must pay all ex¬ 
penses which they had put the others to. 
The third point which formed a part of his 
plan went to ensure the quality of the 
linen. The bleachers of Ireland have lately 
made an alteration in the mode of bleach¬ 
ing linen ; instead of potash, they employ¬ 
ed an ingredient called muriatic acid. It 
was said by many persons, that this consi¬ 
derably injured the quality of the linen ; 
although it had the effect of bleaching 
much sooner ; and it was thought the u\e 
of it ought to be discouraged. On this 
subject, he could give no other opinion 
than this, that experience had not yet suf¬ 
ficiently ascertained whether it was inju¬ 
rious or not, and that therefore it would 
not be proper, without further information, 
to forbid the use of it altogether. Bur, in 
order to satisfythose who thought it injured 
the linen, and prevent any deception from 
being practised on them, it should be pro- * 
vided, that every licensed bleacher, when 
he sent his linens to market, should be 
obliged to put under his name the word 
muriatic on each piece of linea bleached 
by means of muriatic acid. By this means, 
if the thing was bad, the public and the 
purchasers would know at once what to do, 
and be protected against fraud j and if it 
should be found, on experience, to be 
good, the public would have the benefit of 
it in time; for it would in time had its 
own way. These were the principal re¬ 
gulations which he proposed for the benefit 
of the linen trade ; and having thus stated 
them briefly, he would not take up the time 
of the house any longer than barely to move 
a resolution, that the chairman do ask for 
Jeavfi to bring in a bill to explain and amend 
the laws relative to the linen manufactures 
t>f Ireland.—The resolution was agreed to, 
and the house being resumed, leave was 
given to bring in ike bill. 
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Mr. Ker, at the same time, observed, that 
the progress of bleaching by the help of 
.jmuriatic acid was very prejudicial to the 
licsete. 

[Misdemeanour Prosecution Bill. 1 
—Mr. (harks Dundas moved the order for 
receiving the report of the misdemeanour 
prosecution bill. 

Mr. Windham objected to the bill, as a 
measure coming into the house under the 
authority and recommendation of the quar¬ 
ter sessions, which might entertain views on 
such a subject, very different fiorn what the 
house ought to have. He was sorry to ob- 
'serve, that, fur some years, the house bad 
been too much in the habit of legislating in 
the spirit of county quarter sessions, This 
bill purported to be an act for the mainte¬ 
nance oi the due authority of magistt rites. 
All that was very propci ; but what was 
meant in the bill by due authority ? Was 
there any relaxatiflu of their authority, to 
require a penal statute to enforce it ? This 
was not a proper mode of proceeding* it 
was going into a general canvass ‘for new 
penal laws. Disapproving, as lie did, of 
the bill, unless some necessity was shewn 
for it, he wished it might be put off to Some 
distant day: and, if such a measure was 
necessary, let it be brought forward next 
session. 

Mr. Charles Dundas said, he was willing 
to put this bill off till Friday, and afn rwards 
for three months, if required. He said, he 
had brought it forward at the request of se¬ 
veral magistrates in the county to which he 
belonged, and who declared, that, without 
sueh a measure, they could not properly go 
on in the discharge of their duty. The law 
w&s not to be altered by it, but would be 
more effectually executed. Many prosecu¬ 
tions had failed, in* consequence of magis¬ 
trates not knowing who were to defray the 
expense. If a man should commit perjury 
before them, they had a right to commit for 
trial $ but they could not determine who 
should defray the expense of the prosecution. 
This was a matter which ought to be regu¬ 
lated. That was the object of the bill now 
before the house. 

, Mr, UVberforce declared, that the magis¬ 
trates of Yorkshire had stated to him, that 
tliejr felt great difficulty in disebatging their 

* duty, ja consequence of the want of such an 
apt as this. 

Mr. Fox he did not rise to oppose 
the bill $ij^i merely to ask, if the Bill'was^ 
ta passjWfoy till next session, why it might" 
Hot beppit off at once, instead of taking up« 
the time of the house by bringing it forward 
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Mr, Charles Dundas said, he had no ob¬ 
jection to do so * and the bill was accord¬ 
ingly put off for three months. 

(Woollen Manufacture Bill.]—- 
Mr. H. Lascelles rose to move the order of 
the day for the second reading of the York¬ 
shire cloihieis* regulation bill. And at the 
same time he thought it necessary to say a 
few words upon the subject of it. He had 
brought in that bill, pursuant to certain pe¬ 
titions which he had presented to the house, 
without giving any opinion whatever upon 
the subject. There were many old and ob- 
soltte statutes on the subject of the woollen 
1 manufacture, which had long been wholly 
inapplicable to the trade itself; and of course, 
were not obeyed. Several vexatious prose¬ 
cutions were carried on for the non observ¬ 
ance of these statutes; so as to render it ne¬ 
cessity, for the relief of cloth manufacturers, 
last year, to bring in a bill to suspend all the 
penal action* then pending. That bill would 
expire on the first of July, and then the ac¬ 
tions might go on, unless a fre^h bill was 
introduced, and the act revived. But that 
bill chiefly affected the clothiers in the west 
of England, who differed very materially 
from the clothiers of Yorkshire. The foimer 
acted in the double character of manufactu¬ 
rers and merchants. But those of York¬ 
shire acted a* a kind of middle men, and 
carried on the Made on an inleriot scale. 
When their goods were manufactured, they 
carried them to market, and sold them to 
others, who were merchants. The situation, 
therefore, and the interest of these parties, 
were different. Some of the old statutes 
affected the manufacturers of the west of 
England, but did not atfect those oi York¬ 
shire. With respect to the bill now before 
the house, he certainly thought it contained 
principles which the house ought not to en¬ 
tertain hastily. He did not know ih it the 
whole country was unanimous on the subject 
of it. There was a certain district which 
would certainly not agree to it * and if the 
bill should pass, he hnped that district would 
be excluded from its operation. If not, the 
manufacturers of that district would go into 
Lancashire, and cariy on their trade there. 
He did not think it nt that a restrictive law 
should operate in one place, and that the 
people of the rest of ri^e kingdom should be 
left to carry on their business as they pleas¬ 
ed. The people who were hostile to this 
bill, ditf not petition against it; because 
they knew that the house of commons 
would never maintain such a principle of 
trade as it held out. He wished to U|ke this 
opportunity of asking the right hon. gent, at 
the head of bis Majesty’s cabinet, whether 
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be thought it would be right next year to 
revise the whole of the statute* relative to 
the woollen manufacturers, and bring for¬ 
ward, in the course of next session, some 
simple, comprehensive, and effectual law 
on this subject He earnestly wished that 
the business might be taken up on a broad 
ground at some future period; and if so, the 
present bill would be unnecessary. 

Admiral Bcrkely said, he was happy to 
hear so ample an explanation on the subject 
from the hon. gent. The present bill be 
considered unnecessary : and Would there¬ 
fore move to put it off for three months. 

Mr. Pitt said, it was most evident that the 
bill contained provisions which ought not to 
be adopted without mature deliberation, and 
be did not think it ought to be passed in the 
present session, With respect to the revi 
sion of those penal statutes, on which many 
vexatious actions had been brought, he could 
not pledge himself to the hon. gent, as to 
his adopting any measure qo the subject 
hereafter. It was much to be wished that 
the consideration of the whole of those sta¬ 
tutes might be gone into; but, at the pre¬ 
sent advanced period of session, he "was 
afraid that could not be done; and that no 
other mode for meeting the exigency of the 
moment could be resorted to, but that of 
reviving the suspending act of last session, 
lie hoped, however, that, in another session, 
the business might be introduced in a man¬ 
ner by which it might be brought to some 
general conclusion. 

Mr. Brook said, that the bill passed last 
session for suspending the penal actions, had 
cost the parties interested in bringing it for¬ 
ward, no less a sum than 13,OOOl. 

Mr. Wdberforce wished the bill to be put 
off, and that some great and effectual regu¬ 
lation might be adopted for the whole king¬ 
dom. Hut he would never consent to any 
measure, that might alter or interrupt that 
general system of domestic industry and do¬ 
mestic happiness, which prevailed among 
the cloth manufacturers of the county he 
bad the honour to represent.—The secoud 
reading of the bill was then put off for three 
months. 

[Slave Trade.')—- On the report of the I 
bill for abolishing the slave trade, and the 
question being pdt for calling in counsel; 

Mr. Wilberforce gave notice, that he 
would move an amendment in the bill, The 
bill already stated, that all vessels coming 
with slaves to the West Indies, after the 1st 
of January, should be forfeited, except ihose 
that had cleared out from Grerf Britain 
within 14 days after the passing of the act. 
But as b t understood many vessels had been 
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for some lime in a state of preparation, and. 
might not be able to clear out within that 
period, and as they might suffer great in* 
jury, if the words j.tooil as they now wet© 
in the bill, he should move to insert, instead 
of them, “ the 1st of October 1804.The 
counsel in attendance were-then called into 
argue according to the different petition* 
against the bill.—Mr. Pigotand Mr. Plainer 
appeared at the bar as counsel for the 'mer* 
chants, traders, and mortgagees, trading tb* 
and possessing property in, the West India 
islands.—Mr. Alexander and Mr. Clarke* 
as counsel for the merchants and trader*of f 
Liverpool; and Mr. Scarlet, as counsel for 
Mr. Lyon, agent for the island of Jamaica* 
—The report of the Committee, and the title 
of the different Petitions were read.—Mr. 
Pigot proceeded in argument as leading 
counsel against the bill. After he had spo¬ 
ken for a few minutes, Mr. Fuller moved 
that the house be counted. There* being 
only thirty members present, an adjournment 
of course took place. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday , June 14, 1804. 

[Min'utfs ]— j T he farther consideration 
of the claim of Sir C Bishop, bait, to the 
barony of Zouche, which stood upon order 
in a committee of privileges this day, was 
adjourned till this day se nnight.—Certain 
papers relative to the appeal from the Irish 
court of chancery, Hamilton <v . Sibthorpr, 
were presented by Mr. Reynolds, and or* 
dered to lie on the table.—The bills upon 
tlie table were forwarded in their respective 
stages. Among these the Irish public ac* 
counts’ bill was read a third time and passed, 
and a message sent to acquaint the common* 
therewith.—Some private business was then 
disposed of, and their lordships adjourned 
till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF GOMMONS. 

Thursday , June 14, 1804. 

[Minutes,]— Sir John Keane presented 
a petition from certain inhabitants of fch© 
town of Youghall, in the county of Cork, 
against the corn trade bill, which was or* 
dered to lie on the table.—Lord Mar&hani, 
chairman of the Middlesex committee, stat¬ 
ed, that William IJett had beenguilty of d5&* 
.obedience to the summons of the committee, 
and af gross misbehaviour when brought be¬ 
fore the committee. He therefore moved, 
that thersaid William 41eit be committed to 
the custody of the serjeaat at arms, ami that 
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the serjeant; at.arms shall take the said Wro, 
llett before the committee as often as may be 
fo$nd necessary, which was ordered accord¬ 
ingly,-* On the motion of Mr, Manning, an 
humble address was ordered to be presented 
to his Majesty, praying, that an account be 
laid before the house of all the silver import¬ 
ed into the mi it, and of all the silver that 
had been coined from the 18th of March 
17.97 to the 2 Ut of Dec. 1803, specifying 
the respective dates when the bullion was 
received. Ordered.—Mr. Foster brought in 
the bill for the better regulation of the linen 
manufacture in Ireland, which was read a 
first time and ordered to be read a second 
time to-morrow, and to be printed-—A mies- 
aage ttom the lords Ivas received, giving 
their concurrence to the annual Irish ac¬ 
counts* presentation bill, and to two other 
private bills.- On the motion of the solicitor 
general, the attorneys’ indemnity bill was 
read a third time 3*nd passed.—Sir John Sin* 
jelair brought up the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire into the quantity of 
malt made from barley, the growth of Scot¬ 
land, and that made from barley, the growth 
of England, which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed.—On the motion of 
Sir Theop^ilus Metcalf for the second read¬ 
ing-of the cotton manufacture bill. Colonel 
Stanley begged it to be understood that his 
sijence in the present stage of this bill should 
not be construed into approbation, or con¬ 
sidered as preventing his objecting to it at 
4 future period. The bill was then read a 
second time, and committed for Tuesday 
next.—Mr. Rose brought in a bill for the 
sale of certain East India prize goods in the 
port of Liverpool, which was read a fiist 
time, and ordered to be read a second time 
Tto-morrow.—Mr. Alexander brought up the 
report of the linen exemption duty bill, 
which was ordered to be engrossed, and the 
bill to be read a third time to-morrow.— 
Mr. H. Lascelles moved, that leave be given 
to bring in a bill to continue the suspension 
of certain acts relative to the woollen manu¬ 
facture, which expire on the 1 st of July, 
2804, to the 1 st of July, 1805.— Sir C. 
Bunbury brought up the report of the com- 
l&Utee appointed to take into consideration 
.the state of the corn laws, which was ordered 
for consideration on Tuesday next, and to 
• be printed.^—Mr. Whitbread stated, that the 
papers hehad moved for concerning the 
lord a&poe&ift of Scotland were not yet ar- 
fived|%u't as they were daily expected, an$ 
n wm $Mrtiot be bulky, and might soon be 
;pt&mfed, he would now give notice that, dh 
rt^ittbrrow sennight* he would bring for* 
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ward a motion on the subject.— Mr. Foster 
gave notice, that, on Wednesday, in the 
committee of ways and means, he should 
bring forward a motion respecting the finan¬ 
cial situaiion of Ireland. 

[Liskeard ElecticwP) —The order of 
the day being read, that John Dayman be 
brought to the bar of the house, and he be¬ 
ing brought to the bar, 

The Speaker reprimanded him, in the m 
name of the house, for his conduct in his 
office, in the late return for the borough of 
Liskeard: the reprimand was us follows, 
viz: u Mr. John Dayman, a select com¬ 
mittee of this house, appointed to try and 
determine the merits of the. last return for 
the borough of Liskeard, have reported, that 
you, being under-sherilf of the county of 
Cornwall, in annexing to the writ the in¬ 
denture complained of by the petition of 
Mr. Huskisson, acted contrary to your duty, 
and in violation of the privileges of pailia- 
ment : upon .th s charge you have been 
heard ; ahd the house, after hearing you, 
has resolved, that you are guilty of the of¬ 
fence laid to your charge, and has ordered 
you’into the custody where you now are.— 
The office, of sheriff is a trust of the highest 
importance to the parliamentary constitution 
ot this country* the impartial execution of 
its duties is indispensably necessary to the 
pieseivation of the rights and privileges of 
thrift house; and all practices employed to 
falsify or delay the returns of membns to 
serve in parliament demand the severest ex¬ 
amination.— Your piofessional education 
and genet al habits of life ought to have made 
you acquainted with the duties of the office 
which you undertook, or you should have 
abstained from it altogether; besides which, 
it is but too plain, from the facts in evidence, 
that your attention was awakened at the 
time to the illegality of the act which you 
proceeded deliberately to commit. — This 
house, nevertheless, in consideration of your 
alleged inexperience in such matters, and 
the contrition which you now feel for your 
offence; and hoping that the public notice 
which your case has attracted may operate 
as a salutary warning to others upon whom 
the like duties may devolve, has ordered 
that you be now discharged 5 and you are 
discharged accordingly, paying your fees.*'-— 
Ordered, new . con., that what has been now 
said by Mr. Speaker, in reprimanding the 
said Mr. John Dayman, be entered in the 
Journal of this House, 

[Additional Force Bill.]— The Chan - 
cel for of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day for taking this bill into further con* 


FARL. DEBATES, Juke 14/ 18 Q 4 .—-Liskeard Election. 



6731 PAUL. DEBATES, Junk 14, 

sideration, and that it be re-committed to a 
committee of the whole house. The house 
accordingly went into a committee. The 
clause specifying number of men in¬ 
tended fo be nih^Pin each county being 
read, 

Mr. Johmtvne rose, and said, he objected 
to the clause alluded to, not from his being 
one of those who disapproved of the bill 
m tot o, horn the circumstances under which 
the 1 ip;'-1 hull. gent. ‘(Mr. Titf") had come 
into office, but because he thought the bill 
totally nug-nory, inadequate to die objects 
in view, a d unworthy of the great trdents j 
which that tight lion. gent, possessed. It j 
commanded the people to do that which it 
was impossible tiny conic! be able to do; it ; 
commanded them to iai.se a certain number i 
of men luilhwith. He wished gintlemcn to I 
advert to what had taken place m regard to I 
the army of reserve. That body of men : 
Were nearly f;(JU0 deficient of their number. 1 
A great pail of that deficiency originated 
in the counties of Middlesex, vSuriy, Kent, 
and Essex ; and he contended that it oiosc 
not fiom any want of zeal on ilie part of the 
pushes to complete their numbers, they 
having used every possible exertion. If pa¬ 
rishes were not able to raise men, by grant¬ 
ing bounties of *401. or 501. how was it pos¬ 
sible ilut the house should ilatter itself that j 
tKy would be enabled to raise ihcm by the 
low bounties suggested by that bill J What¬ 
ever influence the parish olhcm possessed, 
it w r as only to be found in the internal parts 
of tiie country. It was impossible to suppose 
that parish officers, or ch inch-wardens, 
could be instrumental in raising men in the 
city of London, while in the county of Mid¬ 
dlesex alone there was actually a deficiency 
of ISOO men for the army of reserve; a 
circumstance which, he thought, arose from 
so many of the inhabitants not having a 
fixed and perm merit residence when the 
ballots took place. There could not be any 
possible remedy in that particular, while at 
the same time the short space of foity days, 
after the first meeting of the lieutenancy, 
was all that was allowed to iabe the men ; 
that was a ciicumslance which’increased the 
hardship in an excessive degree, by exposing 
parishes to a fine of 20l. for each deficiency. 
He suggested, therefore, that some further 
alteration should be made as to those parti- 
c uhirs. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
drew perfectly opposite conclusions from 
those ot the hon. gent, with respect to th^ 
word forthwith. Although that word was 
used in that particular clause, yet the time 
and manner in which the men were to be 
Vol. II. 
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raised, was regulated by the subsequent 
clauses. It ought to have been considered 
whether or riot the chance of raising men 
was increased or diminished, ft Would 
someu hat surprise the house to understand, 
that the experience they lnd had of the army 
of reserve, was exceedingly favourable to¬ 
wards the accomplishment of what was pro¬ 
posed by this bill. The total number re¬ 
quired by the late art ol pailiament alluded 
to, was between 33.000 and 31,000 men. 
The number actually raised since that act 
passed, during last session, had been 31,758 * 
men. There were, therefore, only about 
2 000 deficient of the intended number of 
the army of reserve in England. Was there 
then any oilnr mode whit h couldbr adopted 
for the purpose of raising men with greater 
expedition ? That deficiency arose from 
various causes. Of that number there had 
only been rejected and difchaiged a3 unfit 
1,752, which was a. sufficient answer to 
those uho had stigmatized that measure era 
calculated only to collect the dregs of the 
comitiy that would be unfit lor service. The 
right hon. gent, stated also, that of that 
number there had been only 530 deaths, 
which was rather extraordinary considering 
that that msnsnte aLo had been calculated 
to r.me only the diseased and profligate. Jly 
tin* measure he proposed, all that was ad¬ 
vantageous in the former measure would be 
preserved, while it put an end to the com¬ 
petition piudutvd by crimps, of whom some 
gentlemen who were against great bounties 
were veiy fond. That the army of reserve 
system had not succeeded in London fully 
to that expectation, could be no serious ar¬ 
gument aganut it, as it had succeeded m 
most othJr places. It was rather an argu¬ 
ment, indeed, he said, for applying a re¬ 
medy to the measure, where deficient, 
which the present bill went to do, but not 
for rejecting it. Jn the ca^e of London, 
and other swch instances, it might be proper, 
perhaps, to adopt particular provisions cal¬ 
culated to meet the exigency. He could 
not see the force of the objection to the short¬ 
ness of the time fixed, posterior to which 
the fines shou d be levied. Forty days he 
certainly thought sufficient. It was well 
known that the first exertions were gene* 
rally market! with the greatest ardour. By 
delay, men become cool and indifferent, till 
ibear zea^ totally evaporated. The penalties 
ipfhcfed on individuals by the army of re* 
serve,*were of a much severer nature thap 
afiy tine proposed now to be imposed. These 
seventies the present bill went to remedy, 
while experience gave us the hope that men 
weie to be bad- '* 

Uuf 
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Mr. IVtndham said, the right hon. gent, 
seemed to have adopted the opinions of the 
apeient Britons, who believed they succeed¬ 
ed to all the virtues of the enemy they kill¬ 
ed ; and therefore gave the house a history 
of the wonderful effects of the Army of Re¬ 
serve bill, passed under the administration 
of his defeated antagonist. As to the high 
bounties, he observed, that if the memory 
of them could be entirely done away, the 
present measures might have a greater in¬ 
fluence. It Was necessary, therefore, to 
consider What effect the remembrance of 
high bounties might have, and the probable 
time in which the men could be raised, ere 
fines were imposed for delinquency It was 
impossible to do away that objection: the 
Army of Reserve bill was totally inapplica¬ 
ble to this one, which was new, and of 
Which we had had no experience. The 
principles of the t one were totally different 
from those of the other, and therefore it 
Was improper to argue from what had been 
done, while we were considering what was 
to be done. In regard to the Army of Re¬ 
serve, it was a fact, that the recruiting offi¬ 
cers were often obliged to give way, because 
they could not get men; they were forced 
to take those who had been rejected by the 
regiments of the line. It was not therefore 
to be argued that the men raised were all 
good who were not rejected, because there 
had been a great number of them whom no 
officer would have taken, had he found 
means to procure better. As to the deaths 
which had occurred amongst them, there 
was no proportion which, under all the cir¬ 
cumstances, could bear a comparison with 
the ordinary bills of mortality. The infer¬ 
ence to be drawn from the statement made 
by the right hon. gent, would be. that men 
procured in such a manner as they had been, 
the most infamous, the most diseased, and 
most debauched classes of people, were com¬ 
pletely cured ; and that a bounty of 30l. or 
401. to people of that description was fa¬ 
vourable to human life. It was one of the 
objections to this bill, that crimps must be 
had recourse to as one of the modes to form 
the completion of the force proposed to be 
raised. 

Sir W. Young objected to the clause 
which empowers inspectors general to ap¬ 
point persons to assist the deputy lieutenants 
in making their return. He said it gave an 
improper control over the deputy % lieute- 
nant%%o whom the country had infinite ob- 
y ligations. * ^ 

| -Mr, Jdyll objected to the interference*of 
f # tlit inspector with *that ancient office, the 
deputy lieutenantcy, so well known in this 
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country in the early commissions of array. 
This person is introduced to control the de¬ 
puty lieut. who had been a military officer. 
The name of a military inspector was im¬ 
properly applied j heJfcght to be distin¬ 
guished under the title of a military inquisi¬ 
tor. 

The Attorney Gmeral said, that the hon. 
gent, was mistaken, as the inspector was 
assigned no judicial functions; those remain¬ 
ed entire with the deputy lieut. The ob¬ 
ject of the inspector was not to interfere and 
to obstruct, but to relieve the deputy lieut. 
in the discharge of a difficult duty. 

Sir IV. Young observed, that this inspector 
was to be sent down to intrude himself at 
the table of business in his character as an 
officer of the crown, and yet he is said not 
to possess any control. He is erected or de¬ 
graded into the character of a spy and in¬ 
former, and yet, it is said, he is to have no 
influence on their proceedings. 

Mr. Rose said, that he had long had the 
honour of acting in the capacity of deputy 
lieut. and instead of finding any officer of 
this description to interfere, he considered 
they ever accelerated the business of the 
public; and whether in the characters of 
adjutant-generals, or of inspectors, he had 
been always happy to receive their assist¬ 
ance. 

Earl Temple declared, that of all the 
clauses of the present objectionable bill, 
there was none more so than that now un¬ 
der consideration. The deputy lieutenants 
were obliged to have a very important qua¬ 
lification from the county in which they 
acted; the misfortune was, that a serjeanr, 
a corporal, or a private, in the character of 
inspector-gen. might be obtruded upon them, 
and upon the county, without any such qua¬ 
lification. The deputy lieut. would not be 
very much inclined to encourage such an 
intruder, and if this were the only impolitic 
clause, tile error was so gross, and the evil 
so prominent, that it was sufficient to con¬ 
demn the whole of the bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
when the noble lord declared that he had no 
stronger or more weighty objections to the 
whole of the bill, or to any clause of it, than 
lie had to the present clause, he most sin¬ 
cerely gave him credit for his declaration, 
and he did not expect any paore serious ob¬ 
jection from him. The cl&use appeared to 
him so unobjectionable, that he was jjsto- 
nhhed when he saw r that a second and a 
third hon. member had risen in the house 
to oppose it. One hon. and learned gent. 
(Mr. Jekyll), had divided his attack into 
three parts: 1st, he shewed a great display 
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of his antiquarian knowledge in informing 
the house that, in the ancient history of the 
country the deputies of array were very like 
our deputy lieutenaigj: 2dly, he attempted, 
in his usual style, alt of epigram, by put¬ 
ting the word inquisitor instead of inspector. 
This epigrammic attempt, however well in 
familiar intercourse, did not appear to have 
been very successful in that house. In the 
3 d place, he concluded with an invective 
against him for a supposed aspersion on the 
deputy lieutenants. The gentlemen who so 
vehemently opposed this clause had forgot¬ 
ten that it was precisely the sarae.as in ano¬ 
ther act of parliament had been past with¬ 
out opposition, or even observation. lie 
could not help also referring to what had 
been said by a right hon. friend of his (Mr. 
Windham), vyho, alluding to the opinions 
of some barbarous nations, said, that they 
suppose they possessed all the virtues of the 
enemy they had vanquished. Now, that 
right lion/gent, appeared to have improved 
on that idea, and shewn so much civilized 
generosity, that when he had vanquished an 
enemy, he saw nothing but merit in him \ 
all that he had condemned before became 
virtues, and the hon. gent, appeared now 
partial to those things which he so warmly 
disapproved of a short time ago. The noble 
lord had made a supposition, which he 
thought was neither warranted in candour, or 
in common civility j namely, that an in¬ 
spector-general might appoint his footman 
as a deputy to assist with the deputy lieu¬ 
tenants. Every body, however, knew that 
the choice which a man appointed by the 
croun to so high an office would probably 
make, would be of some experienced mili¬ 
tary officer, such as the proudest in the 
couutry, not even his lordship excepted, 
would not think himself disgraced by acting 
with. 

Sir R. Buxton declared that he could not 
by any means see that the lord-lieutenants 
would be insulted by admitting such a per¬ 
son to be present at their meetings, as he 
was only a spectator. For his part, he 
would not be afraid to let any person be in 
a room with him to examine his actions; 
he would admit every one ; he would per¬ 
mit the whole world to scrutinize his con¬ 
duct. 

Mr. G. FansiHart, on the reading of ano¬ 
ther clause, which states that a certain quota 
of men shall be raised in each parish ac¬ 
cording to its population under a certain 
penalty, proposed an amendment, purport¬ 
ing that a distinction should be made be¬ 
tween those who have already supplied a 
great number towards the Army of Reserve, 
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and those who have been considerably defi¬ 
cient, as he did not think that it would be 
fair to compel them equally, or levy a tine 
upon them equally alike.—He said, he was 
at a meeting of the justices for the county 
where he resided, and it was the general 
opinion that not a single man Would be 
raised by the parishes, excepting in some 
insulated cases, where the unfortunate can¬ 
didate for military life was either doomed to 
a jail, or a halter. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, tint 
parliament, by limiting the operation of the 
Army of Reserve act, had not entered into * 
any contract, or bound themselves not to 
raise 9000 men in any other way, or even 
in that very way at any futuie period. That 
number of men was immediately wanting 
to supply the exigencies of the state, and 
was parliament to be supposed to have its 
hands tied so as to prevent them from rais- 
ing them as equally all over the country, 
and as expeditiously, as the legislature could 
in its wisdom determine on? 

Earl Temple objected to the returns made 
of men unfit for the service, and noticed an 
instance of one man who was considered 
disqualified because he was 50 instead of 48 
years old, and of another, merely because 
he was unsightly, not that he could not see, 
but that he could not be seen by his officer 
with complacency. 

Mr. Bragge mentioned three instances of 
persons admitted who had ruptures, merely 
because they could act in a military capacity 
with the assistance of trusses j and this was 
passed over, although the oath required 
them to depose that the men were not sub¬ 
ject to that complaint. 

On the clause empowering commanding 
officers to discharge men, who might be¬ 
come unserviceable, after having been ac¬ 
cepted and enrolled, being read j 

Mr. Ellison rose to object* to it. He 
said, this bill was not a levy, but a tax. It 
had been said, on many occasions, w hat is 
the first sinew of war ? The answer was 
money. What is the second sinew ? mo¬ 
ney. What is the third sinew ? money. 

So with respect to this bill, it seemed not to 
be a levy, but a tax. Men did not seem to 
be the object, but money. He particularly 
objected to the commanding officer having 
a power to discharge men, without having, 
as in t^e *case of ihe Militia and Army of 
Re#erv£^ the concurrence of the deputy 
lieutenants. # 

Mr. Fox said, the objections to the bul 
were so numerous, and so weighty, that it 
could hardly proceed. A power is given 
to the commayding officer to discharge th# 

. U u ft 
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men, sent by the parishes, which was equi¬ 
valent to enabling that officer to impose a 
fine ; and he inquned if it were consistent 
with the prudence of the house to enable a 
tni’itary officer, by this political expedient, 
lo levy a tax upon the British people ? 

Mr. Pitt said, it was a mi4.ike to sup¬ 
pose that the commander, in discharging a 
yuan, would act arbitrarily or rap.;eioud> ; 
he was bound to act in contormitv to the 
regulations to bo made by his Majesty's 
o| tiers, and they would be as precise in this 
case as in any part of the regular scivice. 
It was the interest as well a\ the duty of 
the commander to act in uniiorn.ity to such 
©ui< rs. It vas the interest of the execu¬ 
tive government, to fake care that the or¬ 
ders were right. The parishes had all pos¬ 
sible security against any abuse of power. 
They were not lined in thd ist instance at 
?ill on the discharge of a rnnn. In the ad 
they were allowed to provide another, ami 
that at the limited bounty. They had a 
month allowed llieni for that purpose. If 
they found a lit man in that time, no fine 

all attached on them. If they did pot, 
the commander was to levruit for a man, 
and then the fine of 20 ]. attached ; but 
even after this, if the parish found a proper 
man, three-fourths of the fine would be re¬ 
mitted to them ; so that tins meuMiie wa; as 
lenient as possible, consistently with the idea 
of a fine ; and without a line there was no 
security for enforcing the bill. He took oct a- 
sion toolw’rve, that the bounty under this 
bill w as to be three-foui ths of the bounty lor 
the line. The war bounty for the line vs as 
not to exceed sixteen guineas, and, there¬ 
fore, the bounty under tins bill would be 
twelve guineas instead of 7 I. zcs. as many 
gentlemen had apprehended. 

Mr. Fox did not imagine a house of com¬ 
mons could be satisfied with such ail 
answer. “ You give,*' says the minister, 
“ to military officers the power to impose 
a tax upon the people, but it is to be pre¬ 
sumed it will not be the subject of abuse.’* 
It was not consistent with the duty of 
pembers of that house to repose IhL dan¬ 
gerous confidence. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, if was the in¬ 
terest of the army to inflict the fine upon 
file parishes. By the parochial regulation 
7 I. or 10 !. \va$ to be paid by the overseers 
for recruits, but if the officer would not 
admit fids candidate for the rank** Ifn (the 
officer) was to hayc sol. from the parish fo 
supply the vacancy ; and to use ibe wor«!s 
C*f a noble lord, a rpuch less unsightly man 
irfight be obtained for this extravagant 
bounty. 

* 1 • ' M 


The Secretary at War combatted this opi¬ 
nion, and insinuated that Mr. Sheridan had 
read the bill by proxy, and hence account¬ 
ed for his misapprehension of the clause. 

Mr. Sheridan , m rept^ assured the right 
hon. gent, that he was quile erroneous in 
Ids opinion, lie had read the bid, not by 
]»roxv, but will) the best caie vvlmh he 
could bestow on it. He had only to express 
a wish that the right h(.n, gent, had defend¬ 
ed the bill by prow, in which case the ar¬ 
guments of his iriends would have had a 
stronger impression upon the house. 

Mr. Grey saul that the bill was absolutely 
inconigible : the parochial scheme was ab- 
suid and conti adictory. To shew the pro¬ 
bability ol disputes between these inspectors 
and the deputy-lieutenants, lie mentioned 
an anecdote respecting a strong young 
healthy recruit m the county he represent¬ 
ed. He received under the army ol reserve 
bill a bounty of about 50 guineas; the con¬ 
sequence was, that he was m a constant state 
of debauchery for a considerable time ; (me 
evening, dead drunk, he lay in the load 
ex post d to a heavy rain ; a violent inflam¬ 
mation of his eyes emimd, and he lost one 
of them entirely. In this silua’ion he was 
rejected bv the inspector, whose determi¬ 
nation was re fifed' bv the deputy-lieut. 
'1 his might be consider'd one ot thooC un¬ 
sightly cases within the meaning cf the 
noble lord. The hon. gent, coin bubal 
v ith ebaoving, that the but then thrown on 
•4 e parishes uiidei the present foil would 
hecovere, and would ulumalely full on the 
landed interest of the count! y —The ie- 
mnitnng c T au-e.s of the bill weie then gone 
thiough, and the Speaker has mg resumed 
the chair, flic* repoit of the committee was 
oidercdto be biought up to-morrow. Ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Frul June 1.5, 1804. 

[Minutes. ] — Counsel were farther 
heard relative to the writ of enor, Lucena 
V* Craw turd, viz. Mr. Giles in continua¬ 
tion on the pait of the appellant: atter 
which the farther consideration of the 
ca^e was adjourned till Thursday next.— 
Lord Vficount Duncan and Lord Rodney 
were sworn and took their seats.—Several 
bills, chiefly private or returned acts, were 
brought up from the Commons, and re¬ 
spectively read a first time.—The attorney’s 
indemnity bill was brought up and read a 
first time —The bills upon the table were 
fpr warded in their respective stages.—' Tho 
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linen manufacturer’s protection bill passed 
tlnougli a committee, and was ordered Jo 
be reported on Monday. 

[Ayllsbvry Ejection Bill ]—The 
order of the day m the second reading of 
this bill being read, 

I^ord Gtenvffle rose and observed, that 
after wlrat he had already submitted to the 
consideration ot their lordships on the sub¬ 
ject of this bill, lie should at present take 
up but very little of their time. The evi¬ 
dence was now before their lordships, and 
by that, he conceived, the allegations of 
the bill were fully proved. It appeared 
that notorious bribery and corruption not 
only existed in the late and atfoimer elec¬ 
tions, hut vyas likely to be practised in fu¬ 
ture. These considerations which were 
fully established, were enough to warrant 
that house in passing the bill. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he retained 
his original sentiments, which were de¬ 
cidedly hostile to the measure. He con¬ 
sidered it as objectionable, not only on le¬ 
gal, but on conilitutional giounds. And 
the effect of it was not only to confound 
the innocent with the guilt), but, in some 
points of view, even to reward the latter. 
He objected to it as being partial as well 
as oppressive, and it would be found, on a 
fair review of the cases, not to be born 
out b\ either of the precedents which 
were so much to be lelied upon, the Shore- 
ham, or th' 1 Ci irkland ease In the former, 
the* ptoreeding was different, a consider¬ 
able number of the electors being punished 
by disiiunchisemem. The authority of the 
Cricklade case was shattered in pieces hy 
subsequent decisions of the 01 her house of 
parliament. He alluded principally to the 
Slockbriuge ease, which he regarded as a 
complete *»*t off against the Cricklade pre¬ 
cedent. The right of franchise was alwa)s 
considered as sacred in the eye of the law, 
and he referred to the compensations made 
to the parties for the disfranchised boroughs 
in Ireland, on the event of the Union, as 
an instance of the tender regard of the 
law for such rights. That the bill was 
most reprehensibly partial the events nf 
the present session alone would evince, for 
in the aggravated case of the Ilchester 
election, that consideration was accom¬ 
panied by no bill. The principles upon 
vyhich the present measure proceeded was 
one which he completely disapproved : he 
conjured the house to consider seriously 
eare it sanctioned such a measure j the prin¬ 
ciples held, and reforms recommended by 
the Corresponding Societies and others, 
lyere well known, and to a certain extent, 
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the principle upon which this’bill proceed¬ 
ed, tallied, in his mind, with these prin¬ 
ciples of reform to which he alluded. 

Earl Grosvaior spAe shortly in favour of 
th>* measure. 

The Earl of Suffolk made a few obser¬ 
vations on the occasion. With respebt to 
what was said by the noble and learned 
lord, of the principle of compensation as 
adopted by the legislature of Ireland, he 
did not conceive it strictly applicable, as 
the compensation was not to the voters but 
to the wealthy proprietor. He approved 
of the measure under consideration ; it 
proceeded upon the principle of a bill 
which seveial years ago he had supported, 
and which was productive of beneficial ef¬ 
fects ; a consideration which, so far, in 
his mind operated in favour of a more ex¬ 
tensive reform. 

Lord Grenville took tBe opportunity to 
remark, that several of the eases (o which 
his noble and learned friend referred, had, 
in his opinion, no bearing upon the ques¬ 
tion. The case of the boroughs disfran¬ 
chised on account of the Union with Ire¬ 
land, the whole an act of the legislature of 
that country, proceeded upon a principle 
widely different from that of the measure 
under consideration. With respect to what 
was thrown out 1 dative to fhe principles 
and views of the Corresponding and other 
Societies, he was of opinion that nothing 
w ould tend more to encourage the prin¬ 
ciples of [hose societies than the arguments 
maintained by his noble and learned friend, 
which amounted to this, that ali reform, 
however great the evil might be, ought to 
be resisted. 

The Lord Chancellor said, his noble friend 
might imagine that lie had been speaking 
for the Corresponding Society, but he 
should certainly consider himself a? acting 
for that society, if he gave his consent to 
this bill. 

Lord Auckland in a short speech, sup¬ 
ported several of the leading points urged 
by the noble lord on the woolsack. 

Lord Hawkesbury differed from his noble 
and learned friend, as to some of his pro¬ 
positions. The measure, in cjuestion, he 
conceived, should be taken on its own par¬ 
ticular merits. He felt a strong distinction 
between the rights of private property, 
andthosepf the elective franchise, the latter 
bemg*more in the nature of a public trust. 
Even fhe rights of their lordships’ to sit as 
a branch of the legislature proceeded upon 
that principle. Peerages were so confer¬ 
red, and it was a trust which its holder 
could ^not voluntarily relinquish, The 
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Question war Hen put, on which their lord- 
ship* divided ; when their appeared, For 
itife second reading of the bill 39 , Against 
it 7 — Majority 3 a, Adjourned till Mon¬ 
day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, June 15, 1804. 

[Minutes.] —Sir John Sinclair brought 
up the report of the Committee appoint¬ 
ed to inquire into the comparative qualities 
of Scotch and English barley for making 
plait. Ordered to lie on the table, and to 
be printed.—An account was laid on the 
table of the imports and exports of West- 
India produce, as ordered by the house.— 
The woollen manufacturers’ suspension bill 
was read a 1 st ^time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Monday.—On the 
motion of Mr. S. Bourne, leave was given 
to bring in a bill to enable Mr. M. Bolton 
to export a machinery from this country to 
make a mint in Denmark.—An account 
was ordered to be laid before the house 
of the Harbour Dues in the isle of Man. 
—A message from the Lords requested 
that the house would send to their lord- 
snips printed copies of the 3 d and 4 th High¬ 
land reports. Ageed to. The linen export 
exemption bill was read a third time, and 
passed.—The Irishlinen manufacturers’ re¬ 
gulation bill was read a second lime, and 
ordered to be committed onTuesday.—The 
East-India Liverpool prize goods bill was 
read a second time, and ordered to be com¬ 
mitted on Monday. 

[Additional Force Bill.] — Mr. 
Alexander brought up the report of the 
committee on the bill for better providing 
for the national defence. The amendments 
were read a first time, and on the motion 
that the? be read a second time, 

Mr. Peter Moore said, that having already 
trespassed on the house, by delivering his 
sentiments on the general principles of the j 
bill, for the present he should only take 
the liberty of going as shortly as possible 
into the general detail of its clauses. He 
considered the mode by which this bill pro¬ 
posed to recruit the public force to be un¬ 
constitutional, oppressive, and generally 
obnoxious to the people 3 that if it passed 
into a law, it would have the effect p£ en¬ 
tailing upon the country a permlnenut 
standing army, and consequently an'enor¬ 
mous and perpetual burthen of expense 
which the country would be unable to bear. 

the whole of the arguments which had 
jpp^i<dduced in support of the bill,, under 
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its successive discussions, he had heard not 
one to shake his opinion on these points. 
Much was said of strong measures : he beg¬ 
ged to call the attention of the it. hon. 
chancellor of the exchequer to a strong 
measure proposed in the year J 784, the re¬ 
jection of which proved his first introduction 
to office. Sure he was, that if the prin¬ 
ciple of that strong measure had been then 
adopted by parliament, many millions would 
have been saved to this country, which 
have since been squandered. But that ques¬ 
tion was one widely different in its import¬ 
ance from the present : the strong measure 
of 1784 affected only the privileges of 
eight persons : it was a question merely 
whether there should be 10 or 24 India 
directors 3 but the present measure went to 
involve and to subvert the constitution it¬ 
self: it was dangerous in the extreme, and 
tended directly to induce all the mischief 
he had stated. When he recollected how, 
upon a former night, he had heard the rt. 
hon. gent, panegyrize and support the pro¬ 
position for the army of reserve bill, he na¬ 
turally expected he would have preferred 
that measure to the one which he now 
brought forward. But though the right 
hon. gent's, predecessor had candidly and 
manfully called upon the unanimous vigour 
and exertion of the country, in the hour of 
danger, and was promptly answered by 
the universal spirit of the nation, he had 
not proposed to burthen the country with 
adlfestablishment so obnoxious to the spirit, 
and so dangerous to the liberties of English¬ 
men, as a permanent standing army. But 
it was not merely upon its unconstitutional 
tendency he objected to the bill. He farther 
objected to it that it would go to impose a 
lax upon landed property of 3 millions per 
annum. The chief perfection attributed to 
the bill, by its supporters, was merely that 
it would obviate the ballot j but then the 
alternative would be an impost upon num¬ 
berless parishes which the inhabitants in ge¬ 
neral would not be able to pay, and he beg¬ 
ged to call it to the attention of gentlemen 
who had been active in carrying the militia 
laws into effect, whether the natural conse¬ 
quence of this measure must not be a heavy 
additional tax upon landed property. An¬ 
other mischief of this bill w'ould be to do 
away the exclusions granted by the former 
bill, and of which there was no mention 
made in this. It was a remarkable circum¬ 
stance that this was the first measure of the 
right hon. gent, from whom a great deal was 
expected. But it was necessary to tell that 
right hon. gent, that the house looked for • 
something very different. They looked for 
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the performance of that promise,whjchhehad 
held out to Ireland; and the inability to per¬ 
form which, at one time, was the alleged 
cause of his retirement from office. His first 
object now, therefore, ought to be to do away 
the necessity of keeping a large military force 
in Ireland ; to convert to more useful pur¬ 
poses the 28,000 men who were now station¬ 
ed as sentinels over the people of Ireland. 
Let him conciliate and reclaim the affections 
of those people, and then there would be 
no occasion for a great army to keep them 
in subjection. The affections of a people 
were the surest means to support and 
strengthen a government, and not a standing 
army. He thought it necessary to mention 
to the house, that there would be a consi¬ 
derable difficulty in filling up the standing 
army, from the limited force, by the mode 
in which the men belonging to that force 
were enlisted. He would mention one cir¬ 
cumstance which came within his own know¬ 
ledge. In the Tower Hamlets militia, there 
were hardly ten men who served personally. 
They were almost all substitutes, who had 
engaged to serve for 5 years, or during the 
war. They had already served 5 years ; but 
as the war was not over, they could not 
obtain their discharge. They applied for it, 
and it would not be granted. They consi¬ 
dered themselves as serving, not for his 
Majesty, but as substitutes for the parochial 
inhabitants; and they thought themselves 
entitled either to their discharge, op to a 
renewal of the bounty. Several constituents 
of his, who were privates in that regiment, 
had applied lately for their discharge, with 
a view of getting into a more extended ser¬ 
vice; and if that could not be obtained, they 
required a renewal of the bounties. The 
first man who made the application was ta 
ken up, tried by a court martial, and sen¬ 
tenced to receive 300 lashes. By his inter¬ 
cession, however, and that of some of his 
friends, the man’s punishment^was remitted, 
by taking away 2Q5 from the 300 lashes. 
He mentioned this circumstance, to shew 
how difficult it was to get men even for the 
regular army. He concluded with giving 
liis decided opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Dennis Browne said he could not 
listen to an assertion made by the hon. gent, 
who spoke last, without rising to give it a 
positive denial. He denied that there were 
28,000 troops in Ireland placed as sentinels 
over the people there : nor were the affec¬ 
tions of the people alienated from the govt. 
He knew the very contrary to be the fact. He 
had lived in Ireland from his infancy; he 
was acquainted with the sentiments of the 
people j and, whatever disaffection might at 
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one time have prevailed among them, he 
could now say that their 'disposition waa 
totally changed. He thought it unnecessary 
at that time to trouble the house with giving 
his reasons for what he said $ but the house 
might depend on it the fact was so. He 
would further assert, that if the French were 
to effect a landing in Ireland, they would 
find themselves in an enemy’s country, 
whatever part of it they came to. They 
would not find the minds of any one of the 
pepple favourable to their views. The in¬ 
surrection which took place on the 23d of 
July, did not put him out of conceit with 
this opinion. He was certain that the ex¬ 
treme parts of Ireland had no more to do 
with that rebellion than they had to do 
with the rebellion of Colonel Despard.—The 
house then proceeded to divide upon the 
question, when there appeared— Ayes, 6 3; 
No? s, 6g; Majority against the second 
reading of the amendments, 0. 

After the division, and during the exclu¬ 
sion of strangers, 

Mr. Rose objected to the numbers de¬ 
clared, as the majority was composed, in his 
opinion, of gentlemen who had not been in 
the house at the time when the question was 
put, nor heard what little debate occurred, 
but rushed into the house merely to give 
their votes, and took their adversaries by a 
surprize which he deemed unfair. He 
appealed to Mr, Fox to say, whether lie 
was not himself of that number ? , 

Mr. Fox replied, that lie was unconscious 
of, and far from being a party to any un¬ 
fair advantage being taken ; but he can¬ 
didly owned that he had been some time 
out of the house $ and, in the confu¬ 
sion the house was in, when the question 
was called for, by the number of members, 
who, on such occasions, usually were cal- 
| led away from the refreshments they might 
I be taking, he could not take upon him to 
say positively whether he was or was not 
in the house at the moment it was put from 
the chair. 

Mr. Rose declared, that he could take 
upon him to say there weie at least six 
other members who entered the house alter 
Mr. Fox, and who could not therefore have 
heard the question put^ for vshich reason 
he submitted whether the question had 
been fairly decided upon. Upon this a 
conversation ensued, (the members sitting, 
and speaking, according to the custom of 
p&rliaqieiu in such cases, with their hats 
oj*) the result of which was that the Speaker 
admitted the right of ayy member to vote 
who came in before the division, and time 
enough to be counted; the consequence ol 
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which was, a majority of six against the 
amendments being now read a second time. 
, 'Mr. Grey men moved, “ that the amend¬ 
ments be read a second time on this day 
three months.” • 

‘ Sir John IVrottcsley rose in support of the 
"bill. He contended, that it had in it 
«very advantage that could be desired at 
this moment, Smiie gentlemen said, it 
would not recruit the regular army ; in an¬ 
swer to them, he would refer to the time, 
when the English milititia had volunteered 
their services for Ireland, and when se¬ 
veral regiments went to Holland. These 
two remarkable events must convince any 
man, that we could always get men to 
enter into the regular army, from our li¬ 
mited force, whenever it should be neces¬ 
sary. A right hon. gent, had obseived, 
that men would not enter into the regi¬ 
ments of the lint?, to which their battalions 
were attached, because they might dislike 
Some of the officers. So far was he from 
entertaining speh an opinion, that he was 
tonvinced men would enter from the very- 
contrary motive. From the experience he 
had in military affairs, he knew that soldiers 
were in the habit rather of entertaining a 
partiality, than a dislike, for officers ; and 
if they had a dislike, he knew the forgiving 
temper of a soldier to be such, that even a 
sentiment of didike would not prevent him 
from entering a regiment. He wished to 
* impress upon the house one quality width 
belonged to this bill; it was that of its 
tending to ameliorate our defensive force. 
Officers of experience! were to command 
the force to be raised by this bill, and that 
would add considerably to the strength of 
ourhome defence, and enable govt. 10 em¬ 
ploy the regular force of f he country on the 
continent, whenever an opportunity should 
offer for co-operating with any of the pow¬ 
ers of Europe against France. The plan 
of recruiting laid down in this bill was 
certainly the best mode that could be 
adopted for recruiting the army. All other 
modes appeared to him to be objectionable 
in time of war. It had, beside, another 
material advantage ; and that was, the do¬ 
ing away the ballots ; so far from being a 
burthen, he considered it an alleviation of 
burthens on the landed interest. It there¬ 
fore met with his cordial approbation.—(A 
loud cry of u question ! question,!”) 

Mr. Hothouse said, it was a very ritgterjal 
object to increase the regular force of the 
country; and it appeared to be the wish 
of all sides to do «o, to the greatest pos- 
extent. The necessity of it wa$ fully 
,, admitted 5 and the question ^ as which was 
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the best mode of promoting that object? 
If the regular aimy could be increased at 
all by this bill, it must be by a very slow 
progress, by that kind of double distillation 
which a right hon. gent, had mentioned. 
When it was contended that some strong 
measure was necevs«ry, a measure should 
have been adopted adequate to the force of 
that necessity. If the danger was great, 
and the necessity strong, he thought some 
other measure should have been resulted to 
besides the present bill, which he was sure, 
would fail completely in accomplishing the 
object for which jI was intended. By one 
clause of this bill, the parish officer w.is 
authorised to give only three-fourths of the 
sum allowed as the ordinary bounties for 
recruiting; but the commanding officci had 
the power of giving the whole of the sum. 
This regulation would at once put an end 
to recruiting in the manner proposed. Men 
would not enlist with paitsii officers, who 
could give but 15 I. when they could get 
20 I. from the commanding officer. Then 
the parbhes must pay this fine of 20 I. if 
they could not get the men. They cer¬ 
tainly would ngver be able to gel them on 
such terms, fjr men would aiv\ays consult 
their own interest, and wait for the hugest 
bounty. Another objection he had In thh 
bill, was the double bounty men would re¬ 
ceive, if they entered into the line; no 
man would enter into the legular army, 
without first passing throng]) this army of 
reserve, because of the double bounty he 
should receive. It was not, thcrelore, to 
be expected that men could be piocured 
for the regular army, except by a very 
slow process; and the measure could pro¬ 
duce no benefit ; but it would be highly 
injurious to the landed interest, upon which 
the fines laid on parishes must ultimately 
fall. (A loud call for the question.) 

Mr. Pitt said, that without precluding 
himself from the opportunity of delivering 
his sentiments at a future period upon this 
bill; he hoped he might now be permitted 
to say a few words, in order to set the hon. 
gent, who just sat down right upon one to¬ 
pic which he had advanced. He had rested 
one of his objections to this bill on a suppo¬ 
sition, that if parish officers should not be 
able to find men for a given sum, tire re¬ 
cruiting officers would be enabled to give a 
larger «urn. And from this he drew a con¬ 
clusion, that parochial recruiting .would be 
rendered completely ineffectual. If the hon. 
gent, would take the trouble to look in page 
13 of the bill, he would there find, that so 
far from its containing such a regulation* the 
recruiting officer could only give such pro* 
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portion of the 301. fine »s -was fixed as the 
stated bounty by his Majesty’s regulation. 
This very amendment had been made in the 
hill on the preceding day: and the hon. gent, 
would, on the present day, have heard it 
read, were it not for the accidental vote which 
recently took, place, and which threw a tem¬ 
porary interruption in the way of the pro¬ 
gress of the bill. 

Sir ft. Buxton said, he defied any gent to 
shew one tenable argument against the se¬ 
cond readmg of the amendments, or any rea¬ 
son why th* y should be put olf for 3 months, 
the effect ot which would certainly be the 
loss of the bill. The amendments, in fact, 
which were now objected to, made the bill 
better lhan it was before. It was said this 
bill would operate as‘a heavy charge on the 
landed interest, He would say, for himself, 
that his property chiefly consisted in land ; 
that he had applied his mind to the subject 
of the landed interest; and he now wished 
to know what plan of national defence could 
be devised which must not impose a b irden 
on the landed interest ? The plan would be 
no more a burden thsjn any other,' but it 
would confer a great benefit on the country; 
it would be confeiring a boon on the coun- | 
try by freeing it from the hardship occa¬ 
sioned by ballots. He wished gentlemen to 
see what a ballot was. It was neither more 
nor less than an infringement on the libeity 
of the subject; and hr wished to ask those 
gentlemen, who had talked so often and so 
much about liberty, whether ther& was li¬ 
berty, justice, or equality, in forcing a poor 
man to serve as a soldier, when the rich man, 
by a sum of money which he did not value, 
could exempt himself from service by pro¬ 
curing a substitute, or paying a fine ? As to 
the objection against recruits being raised by 
.parochial officxis, he must say that no men 
appeared to him better calculated to perform 
such a duty than they; because they knew 
better than most people could do, the cha¬ 
racters of the people in their parishes.—On 
the preceding day it had been objected to 
one of the clauses of the bill, that military 
officers were to be sent down to assist at the 
meeting of the deputy lieutenants. So far 
from this being an objectionable proceeding, 
be must say* that having often acted as a de¬ 
puty lieutenant, he, and others who acted 
with him, were always happy to have along 
with them a military officer, from whom 
they could receive information- He would 
venture to assert* that no one plan had yet 
been offered that would fall so lightly, or be 
bo little objectionable as the present. . 

Mr. Surrougbs said, he was ready to ad¬ 
mit, that this measure could not* in a short 
Vo i. II. 


time, make any considerable addition to the 
regular force of the country; but it was not 
ibe object of the bill to do so immediately. 
Its object was to raise second battalions, 
which were to be attached to battalions of 
the line, into which the men belonging to 
them might be induced to enter. It could 
not now be the object of govt, to increase 
all of a sudden tfie regular disposable force 
of the country There was no necessity^ to 
do so ; for* in the present degraded state uf 
Europe, there was no hope that any of the 
continental powers would co-operate with 
us m a continental war against France. The 
object was, to raise a force that mighi add to 
our standing army whenever occasion shou d 
require so to do Now he wished to direct 
the attention of the house to one great bene¬ 
fit arising out of this bill; and that was the 
doing away the ballots* which exposed the 
poor to great hardships. It was one of the 
severest lots to which the*pooi had been sub¬ 
ject. With regard to the objections made 
against standing armies, he believed a refe¬ 
rence to the history of this country would 
shew that England had often been exposed 
to great danger from the want of standing 
armies. And if the constitutional jealousy 
of Englishmen agamst standing armies had 
not been carried too far, the country might 
now have had a complete regular army* fit tor 
every purpose of offensive or defensive ope¬ 
rations. t ousidering the enemy we had to 
contend with, it was necessary we shonld 
have a regular permanent force in the coun- 
tiy. I hat enemy would watch his opportu¬ 
nity, and take his own time to attack us; 
and he would most assuredly avail himself 
of the first moment he found us disbanding 
our army, or diminishing our force.—It hid 
also been objected, that parish officers would 
be converted into crimps by this bill; and it 
was said that they could not obrain men 
without the assistance of crimps. He would 
answer,, that parish officers, who knew the 
habits of the people in th^ir parishes, would 
stand a better chance of procuring men than 
even recruiting officers, against whom the 
people always entertained a jealousy. They 
were surely the most eligible persons to be 
resorted to, unless they abused their power, 
and if they did, the courts of justice were 
open to the injured parties. He would ask 
whether it was possible, by simple recruit- 
ing, to get a large force in a short time ? And 
if H be would ask, why was itittrees- 
• sarjjFto pass the army of reserve act bstyeaf t 
Let'the present experiment be tried aft a lefts 
Objectionable mode; and if it failed* the or* 
dinary business of recruiting still continued 
open, as it had done before* By the present 
X^x . 
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Rian, great bounties wcic to be done away, 
and tftofe men were likely to be procured. 
No k assertion could be more unjust than that 
Jins bill would operate as a trap to get men 
into the line. He was confident no swell at- 
f&mpt would be made. With respect to the 
Hardships said to be imposed on parish oth- 
Jcers, he had to observe, that when every 
. tiding dear and valuable in the country was 
’to be protected, it could not be unreasonable 
" to give to parish officers the additional duty 
of contributing towards the means of na¬ 
tional defence (heie there was a cry of 
fi question,” and the hon. member was in¬ 
terrupted by the coughing of several other 
members).—The hon. gent, concluded with 
giving it as his‘opinion, that the plan con¬ 
tained in the present bill was the best mode 
that could be adopted for increasing the 
regular force of the country hereafter. 

Mr. Cartwright supposed the bill on the 
principle that tl repealed the ballot, and re¬ 
moved the necessity of those expensive sub¬ 
scriptions, by means of which the country 
people endeavoured to diminish the burthen 
of it last year. The bounty and tlie fine 
would' produce exertion. He wished well 
to the bill'from lus resoect to the mover of 
it, and u hatrver legn t he might have for not 
8 <eipg him supporttd by a more general co¬ 
operation, however desirous he might be to 
party spirit for once totally sacrificed to 
the cause of the country, and a glorious ex¬ 
ample of unanimity given to future ages, lie j 
COllld not agree to the tengih that tho-e went 
who thought that no change had taken place j 
in his Majesty’s councils. He was not one 
of those who t ould think lightly of suili an 
acquisition. He was not one of those who 
could so soon forget the high encomiums so 
recently passed upon that right hon. gent, by 
many of those who were now his mo&t hive- 

■ ttrate opponents. He cbuld nut so soon for¬ 
get the loud calls from those opponents, 
both in that house and in another place, for 
ilie aid of that rt. lion, gent/a talents for the 
salvation of his country at so perilous a mo- 

, tnrnt. He could not so soon forget the ea¬ 
ger applause with which the fight hon, 
gent’s first proposition for this bill was re¬ 
ceived fey those who now decried it. When 
he considered his great and transcendent ta- 

■ tent*, he was not without the best hopes. 
He believed the right hon. gent, had the 

1 beat wfyHdN# the country j he was sure he 
had Mi». ; (The question was again Joudly 
^Ueafor.) # ; 

fP* Sir fViititm Geary contended that the byi 
. r%f* «nconsthutionsii, in reducing the militia 
fflMraitigrneuting thtf regular army, at the 
1 so an to destroy their fbrp&rf pro¬ 


portion to each other. It was impossible to 
look at the possible consequences of this 
without apprehension. The house was 
bound to be jealous*on this subject ; and to 
prevent the approach tosacha state of things 
as this threatened, in which the house would 
no longer have power to counteract the evil. 
This force would wholly be in the power of 
the executive government, being officered 
in an unconstitutional manner, contrary to 
the principle on which the militia is offi¬ 
cered. His objection to this measure was 
the greater, because it w r as not necessary. 

If the danger and extremity of the times 
called for it, all considerations must give 
way to that necessity. But it Was not so. 
He admitted the French to be powerful in 
an unexampled degree. But would any man 
now say we were not prepared for all their 
exertions ? Have we not been called upon 
to make preparations proportioned to the 
danger, and has the nation been backward 
to do so ? But if we were in a situation ro 
repel every attempt of the enemy, and he 
believed that would not be denied, there* 
was no excuse fur the sacrifice of a great 
constitutional principle. This was not the 
time for such sacrifice. No necessity could 
be urged for a measure so replete with danger. 

Lord Dunht wished it to be remembered, 
that on the original disclosure of this mea¬ 
sure ihofcensc of the house was strongly for 
it. Since that time the disposition in favour 
of it hndjnorcased, and it had been carried 
with augmented appearances of approbation 
into a committee. No objection h3d been 
made to the provisions of the bill in the 
committee', but an unforeseen opposition 
had been made this day to the second reading 
of the amendments, when gentlemen htfd 
not expected it. He would not say now 
what was the description that should be 
given of that proceeding, but if he was in a 
place in winch be was formerly conversant, 
lie should call it sharp practice, in conse¬ 
quence of gaining a very small and a very 
accidental advantage, the hon. gent, oppo- 
site^had taken advantage on the spur of the 
occasion, without any arguments, to pro* 
pose, th3t ,the amendments may be read this 
day three months. He was sure he was ad¬ 
dressing many whose feelings were adverse to 
the principle of t he bill; bur he was sure that 
every conscientious man must be dissatis¬ 
fied with the manner in which this question 
Wf»s brought forward. He was sure the post* 
pouement of the second reading of the 
amendments would not be allowed to be a 
fair mode of getting rid of the bill. 

Mr. If. Lascelles rose, when the house 
were dgainloudly* calling for ttei ‘tjuestidb, 
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and said, that b® appealed to the house, 
. whether or not they were acting according 
to the general custom. He called on older 
members to determine, if it was, not con¬ 
trary to the pi acts ce of the House of Qum- 
mons to admit of such a motion* after the 
bill had been allowed to pass through so 
many of its stages.— 

Mr. Grey said, he rose to speak to order. 
The question was, that the amendments on 
this bill be read a second time on this day 3 
months. The hon. gent, could not, upon 
that question, give the history of a former 
division in the house.—» 

The Speaker said, that the hon. gent, was 
at liberty to advert to a former division, stat¬ 
ing it as* an argument for his present vote. 

Mr. II. Lawsl!\'s then repeated what he 
had said 1 espectmg the former division, and 
said, he had done with that subject. As to 
the question before the hop.se ——~ 

Mr. Jekyll rose to order. He said, unless 
the house meant to say, that the speaker 
W^s unworthy of his station, unless all re¬ 
gard to order was laid aside, the house could 
not permit the hon gent, to proceed—— 

Mr. Pitt rose to speak to order. The 
hon. and learn'd gent, had chosen'Ins time 
to intcrrnjth s hon. friend, with peculiar 
felicity and s »gacity. He had declared he 
had done widi the subject, before the hon. 
and learned gent, rose; while he was on 
that subject, lie was allowed by the learned 
gent, to proceed ; but when be says, 44 ns 
to the question before the house/’ then the 
learned member thinks it time to get up to 
apeak to order. 

Mr. Fuller said, he never would be so 
much the tool of a party as to speak against 
time. Therefore, he added, let us come to 
the question at once, (The question was 
here most violently called for.) 

Mr. Ryder said, he could never consent to 
go to a division, without adverting to the 
extraordinary manner in which the question 
on winch the house was to divide, was in¬ 
troduced. He would appeal to the expe¬ 
rience of the oldest member in the house, 
and call upon him fo declare, whether a si¬ 
milar attempt was ever made?, whether it 
was nor contrary tp all rule, such as is un¬ 
derstood and practised for the convenience 
of the house ? The house was taken by 
surprise ^7— 

Sir Geary said, this was unparliamen¬ 
tary language, 'and he could not permit the 
hon. gent, to proceed with it, 

Mr. Ryder said, he £ould not consent that 
the question jmvild go to ^division without 

skewing why J:he bjll oqgbt not to be lost $ 
and it yfo jai|qbject to prove that sg^e 


of the house bad not against it. ,0o 

all sides it was allowed .there was ane* 

cessity for increasing itip regular army ■, and 
the only point was, whether this bill ’pro¬ 
vided the best means. He majnta .ned it 
did, by first inviting the recruits into a li¬ 
mited service. Bat it h id been said, that 
the men thus raised would not be gnpd apd 
proper soldiers. He wished experieUco^ to 
be resorted to for the answer to that/,; Tbp 
troops in the regular army, drawn from if® 
army of reserve, were*a sufficient prooi/bf 
the fallacy of that assertion. It was sold 
the hdl would impose an additional duty on 
the magistrates. But it was forgotten that 
it would relieve them from the immense la¬ 
bour of the army of reserve; from all the 
painful duties of the ballots, where they con¬ 
tinually beheld the distress and misery that 
compulsory mode brought on thousands. 
He had thought the ballots necessary at the 
time, but that necessity* no longer existed, 
and therefore the poqr, on whom they fell 
heavily, should be released from them. He 
believed the bill would be received as a boon 
to the country! It removed high bounties, 
and the miseries of the'bailor. When the 
right hon. gent first opened his plan during 
the last administration, then was the time 
for the objections now made. Why were . 
they not heard then? And why heard npw ? 
He must not stale the motives, but he must 
suppose them to be extraordinary, such, in¬ 
deed, as he must not allude to. He hoped 
the b*ll would pass ; he was sure it would 
afford general satisfaction, and should there- < 
fore move as an amendment, that the words, 
ie Monday next/ 1 be substituted for the 
words, 4 ‘ tins day three months/ 1 

Sir IV. Dolben said, ho could not give Ids 
vote without assigning the reasons for what 
he should do. He agreed with the hon. 
gentlemen who opposed the bill on the na¬ 
ture of its principle ; and though he could 
not vote with them, yet he reserved bis 
right to oppose the bill on the third reading. 
But he could not consent to treat this ques¬ 
tion as it had been by the hon. gent. (Mr., 
Grey)* It was not a lair, a' manly pro¬ 
ceeding. Hs would have the bill con- 
deai!.ed on its own faults, and trusted that 
it could he S 04 

Mr. R Ward observed, that a proper 
example had just been given them by ja 
hon. bart., not to be parties to so unfair a t 
proceeding as this proposed to them tp jits- 
jiosoof the bill. Another gem, whg j8(l- 
ways acted and spoke from the fulness of 
1m heart, had said, he would hpt be so 
much a tool to speah time for any 

pa- ty. Kfo doubled^ the hpb< gw/a , 
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«nda* the boose felt it tot*b«> 
^ij^Jt 'gebt. had actually argued against the 
in f he b»fl, as It stood In one printed 
iidpftf. but which was afterwards amended, 
&Vfftd the am- jiduirnt removed the veryObjec- 
r*l|ion pf the boo, gent. Wasoot this a sufficient 
to induce ail the h*m, members op- 
^pddte td gkq gentlemen the opportunity of 
, hearing and examining the amendments ? 
r ,Jt had been stated that this bill would bear 
haf^ 4SpbU the landed property. A number 
of gentlemen of great landed property were j 
on hts tight hand and bis left, the friends of ; 
v the bill They were capable of judging. 
‘YV'hy it* they conspire to injure themselves ? 
Jde maintained, that a very little candid exa- 
'■■ foination would prove all objections to the j 
bill to be groundless, 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope was of opinion fhat 
, I such a proceeding^ as the present bad never 
taken placi? on any former occasion. It 
; might perhaps be consistent with order, but 
he was sure it would be considered by the 
r country as disgraceful and contemptible— 
(AJbud a»d general oy of order! order! 
chair : ! chair 1), 

The Speaker decided, that in applying j 
such epithets to any proceedings/ of that 
house, the hon. member had been highly 
disorderly. 

Mr. Jeiyll moved that the hon. member's j 
4 \Rords be taken down. ; j 

( > 4 Mr, Spencer Stanhope declared him&elf, 
on being corrected from the chair, resdy to 1 
^apologise to the house, for having trans¬ 
gressed the limits of order* , The bon. mem¬ 
ber thentooka view of the different plans 
that had been proposed for augmenting our 
military force? and concluded by giving his 
preference Vo th# present $ observing* howe- 
ycz, that it would necessarily r bear heavy on 
the landed interest* as every measure of the 
kind unavoidably would } but that 4t also 
afforded a good prospect of obtaining men, 

, which would enable us to start faijrly with 
. our men and money. The cry for the 
question was here renewed from various parts 
oft he housr, and in the midst of a loud ex- 
chmation for the division. 

The duvwei/ General rose. He observed 
upon the hope that seemed to be entertained 
by the gentlemen on the other side, that 
they should po this occasion be able to obtain 
that object by silence which they *b«d been 
unable to obtain by argument, foir bf the 
latter {feyy had qffered nothing to jusftfy the. 
motion which they called upon the house'to 
ad?pt; This mode pf proceeding, however, 
he^opsidered as,a stratagem belonging to 


thesecond campaign for the removal ©f a 
-minister j for that was the object which those 
gentlemen fcadln view, after a momentary 
success in consequence of hurrying the house 
td a division at an unexpected hour (a ge¬ 
neral In ugh on the opposition benches). Gen* 
flemen appeared to triumph iu lhis accident; 
but thry would, he had no doubt, find them¬ 
selves disappointed in the object of their en¬ 
deavours. i hey used no argument, because 
they had none to offer* nor were they desi¬ 
rous to seek any. Their purpose was mani¬ 
fest. They determined to oppose any mea¬ 
sure the minister might propose, because 
they bad an anxious wish to remove him ; 
because they wanted to produce a second 
change in his majesty’s councils, and to ; lu$- 
pend the e^eentive^ovemmem^erhaps for 
two months more. An fion7 gent. (Mr. 
Fuller) had said, that he ^ould never lend 
himself to be a tool to any party to speak 
for time; but he was convinced^ by his con¬ 
duct, that that hon. gent, seemed disposed 
to lend himself to promote the views of a 
party— 

Mr. Fuller rose to order, disclaiming any 
party view in his conduct, and professing 
himself a friend to the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer. 

The Attorney General complained of the 
honourable gent having inierrupted him, by 
a call to order, without having stated how, 
in any manner, he had violated order. 

Mr. Fuller said, that the hon. gent, bad 
imputed motives to him, which was an un¬ 
parliamentary proceeding. 

The Speaker stated, that it certainly was 
not within the strict line of order to impute 
motives to any gentlemen. Such deviation, 
however, was not uncommon, and he hoped 
therefore, he should stand excused in not 
having before interrupted the hOn.gent, 

The Attorney General said, that excepting 
through a consideration for ihe quarter from 
which the opinion proceeded, he should not 
hsvedeemed it correct (a cry of chair! chair!) 
i he hon, gent, resumed, that he believed, 
according to the practice of the house, it ne¬ 
ver was deemed disorderly to attribute to 
gentlemen m opposition a wish to dispossess 
ministers, and it did not appear that the gen • 
tlemen on the other side were disputed to 
feel disturbed at having it imputed to them. 
However, as the chair had establish^ this 
| rule, he hoped it would be applied equally 
I to all sides of the house. Thehoif. g*nt. 

1 asserted, that those who supported^© artuy 
J of reserve bill were perfectly coniwteftt in 
voting for the present measure, while the 
i latter was peculiarly calculated lo rtcoebile 
those to whom 1 the ballot and the high bobn- 
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tfe* produced-feiowwi# to oijM- 
titmabto; WhctHwo plans were under con¬ 
sideration, framed by different admtaistra- 
tions, without any very important difference 
between them, that had the preference which 
was proposed by the persons actually in 
power, since they would be responsible for 
the execution of it With resprCft to the 
plan of raising men for rank, as proposed by 
the date minister, the measure before the 
house would not preclude the present minis¬ 
ters from having recourse to that expedient, 
should it appear to be necessary.—-After a 
loud Call for the question, the house divided, 
when there appeared, for the amendment 
214 } for Mr. Grey’s motion 165—Majority 
29 . Adjourned. 

. . / 

HOUSE OP LORDS. 

Monday, June 18. 

[MtNbTEs.]—In the case of the duke of 
Qbeensberry <v. M*Murdo, the judgment of 
the court below was affirmed, the parties 
having previously agreed thereto.—In the 
case of Grieve v. lieu col. Cunningham and 
others, the Lord Chancellor said he would 
mention the matter to their lordships to¬ 
morrow, that the case should be sent bBck 
to the court of session, for their further con¬ 
sideration. — His lordship postponed pro¬ 
nouncing judgment in the cast of Hogg v 
Lashley, until Thursday next.—The several 
bills on the table were forwarded through 
their respective stages, after which the house 
adjourded. # 

■ yaws &*m8+aammt vsmmmueamm 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, June IS. 

[Miwtes.]—L ord Marsham presented a 
petition from W. H»ff, who had been com¬ 
mitted into custody for improper and con¬ 
temptuous conduct towards the committee 
ofthe Middlesex election. The petitioner 
expressed his contrition for his conduct, and 
prayed to be discharged.,; Lord Marsham 
, moved, that the petitioner be brought to the 
bar of the house, in order to his being re¬ 
primanded and discharged. , W. liiff being 
brought to the bar accordingly, the Speaker 
addressed a suitable admonition to him, after 
which be was ordered to be discharged, on 
paying his fees.—The woollen manufactu¬ 
rer ssuspemion bill was read a second time, 
and committed for to-morrow.-^Mr. J. Fitz- 
gerald moved theordet of tbedayfcrtbe se- 
. cmd reading of the Jrish etbefion bilL He 
then said* that on account of the lateness of 
she icasion, and the bilfs re^uirtrgsoixmch 


consideration, it hpp&&& to Writ impossible 
that doe attention cOuldbe paid to ft during 
the present session of parliament. He thSre- 
fere moved, that the Order be discharged, 
and that the bill be read a second time on 
that day three months; which Was agreed to. 
—Mr. B. Bourne moved, that leave bb given 
to bring in a bill to permit the exportatiod'df 
machinery necessary for erecting a 
the domlniom of the King of DenthSNt ; 
leave being gifbn, the bill was read a fljtifc 
time, and ordered to be read a second tiitto 
to-morrow.—Mr. Husktsson brought up 1 pa¬ 
pers ordered otl the 8th of April last, relative 
to the additions to the annual charge of tote* 
rest on sundry loans; also an account of the 
gross amount and Charges on the 4f pet Cent, 
duties, which were ordered to be printed;«— 
Mr: Alderman Combe presented a petition 
from sundry merchants and others of theCity 
ot London, praying thqt the Liverpool Bast 
India prize goods bill might nor pass into a 
law* On the question being but, it was 
Carried that the petitioners should be heard 
by^hemsefyes* Or counsel against the bill.—• 
Mr. S, Bourne gave notice, that ho should 
move to morrow for leave to bring in a bill 
to prevent the counterfeiting of dollars lately 
issued by the Bank. 

[ Addition At Forcs Bill. T —*^he 
Chancellor of the Exchequer having moVed 
the order of the day for the second reading 
of the Amendments made in the additional 
force bill, said, that it might convenience 
the house to be made acquainted with the 
amendments in the first instance, before liny 
debate look place—The first provided, that 
all vacancies which may occur by desertion 
or deaths in the force to be raised, shall be 
supplied by the counties, instead of the pa- 
'fishes. Ike next material amendment re¬ 
lated to the wives and families of the men 
who entered the service. The wives and fa¬ 
milies of those who entered the army of re¬ 
serve were, by the act entitled to the prtivi* 
sioft which the wives of the militia received; 
but no provision was made for the families 
of those who- transferred their service from 
the reserve to the lihe. It was deemed pro* 
per to do away those provisions altogether, 
and remove, therefore, the difficulty which 
might be thui raided against entering into thg 
tegular army .The third amendment provided* 
that this additional force should only conti¬ 
nue for six months after the signing of Ode* 
ftnttive treaty of peach. Tbps every appre- 
* henxion alto the permanence of fliimpoy 
, must be removed, because Its duration was 
only to be in time of wari When peace 
Shaft be made, such dumber Will be kept up 
«S former acts on tfeil subject prescribed — 

• mi,- 
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TAb 4# grunted a*pqw$r to establish 
4 (%yo^ 1ta;certairi ,pl*<?qs, for inspecting the 
men^Whp shall be raised^ anf i likewise to 
die Officers appoint fort that purpose, to 
reject $ucb men as. they should deem unfit 
for Service.—The amendments were, then 
brought up successively by the chancellor of 
the exchequer, read, and inserted in the'bill. 
-*On bqngipg up the third amendment, 

Mr. Grey wished to know whether the 
dfficers of this force were to^ave permanent 

^ ^he Cbuncellpr of the Excbeqncr replied, 
that they would be entitled to half pay only 
ip time of peace, excepting the month dur¬ 
ing which the men were to be out on duty 
dvdryyeir; they would be thus on afoot* 
ifcgwilh the officers of the militia, with this 
difference, that the former wete to be in the 
way of promotion. The right hon. gent, 
thtfn movpd, “ that the bill with its amend¬ 
ments, be engrossed/* 

" Mr. Harrison objected to the motion. He 
confessed, that the bill was now less objec¬ 
tionable than when first introduced; yet it 
still appeared to him to retain so much of its 
native turpitude, that it could never obtain 
Ms assent. When the foundation was bad, 
no good snper^tucture could be raised upon 
it, *bot ft must ho deficient and fail, not¬ 
withstanding its professed purpose was to 
raise an additional force. He objected to 
the bill, as being, in its nature, unconstitu¬ 
tional, and so injurious to the liberties of the 
country, that be was surprized it should 
have been permitted to be brought in. The 
vdry principle of the bill was to raise men 
by means of fine$ and, penalties; but the 
object in view could never be answered by 
such means, The bill called upon parish of¬ 
ficers to raise a certain quota of men, and at 
fob same time told them they must pot give 
above 7 i. JOs. bounty money* which was 
to require them to do more than they could 
perform* whtlsr* at the same time, it levied 
a fine upon them for the non-perfarmange, 
and, even after paying that fine* they were 
still liable to succeeding fines. He could 
neVer see an increase to the established mili¬ 
tary 1 force of the country, without jealousy. 
It appeared that this was proposed as a 
system for supplying the tegular standing 
army* whether in time of war or peace. 
The bill went to levy a tat on the country 
parishes* and in an unconstitutional way. 
It should therefore meet with his deeded 
opposition/ ** fl 

Mr. said* he hopefl the house wbuld 
permute to ova > l himsel fof the opport unity) 
'hi* stage of the bill, of Very 
^signing foe tnotivej, which had 


hitherto directed, and which, he was afraid, 
must continue to govern his vote upon a 
measure, indubitably of much importance 
arid mateually affecting the future strength 
and power of the country; for it was always 
to be recollected tint this bill w.snot pro¬ 
posed as a temporary expedient against a sud¬ 
den and transient dinger* but was 8| ecifi* 
caliy introduced as laying the foundation of 
a permanent military system. The object 
of the bill, as he understood it, was the sup¬ 
ply of the deficiencies in the defensive force 
ot the country by a mode, which might rep- 
drr it a fruitful source of rc. runs, as vyell a* 
in other respec’s, a M m final nursery to the 
regular army, and \shub should have the 
additional advantage of ertsuiing to this se¬ 
condary f >ice a degreeof discipline so neatly 
approaching to that ofifOops of the line* as 
might enable us, with greater secuiity, to 
liberate any portion of our disposable force, 
which occasion might offer, tn the coune of 
the war* for employing in aggressive opera¬ 
tions. The prineip'es, upon which thojplan 
was professed to rest, wue two* the extinc¬ 
tion of the competition of bounties, and the 
promotion of local influence and exertion. 
To the first ho should, for a moment, not 
advert. With regard to the second, he cer¬ 
tainly appreciated local influence as a very 
powerful instrument of recruiting, though, 
perhaps, he did not unlvt rsally attribute that 
efficacy to It, which some persons of great 
authority seemed to ascribe to it. In 'the 
Highlands of Scotland, and some few parts 
of Ireland* it indubitably was efficient be¬ 
yond any oth^r means rtf recruiting, but he 
was sure that his right hon. friend (the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer) would admit that, 
from such partial instances, no general infe¬ 
rence W39 to be drawn. He, however, was 
ready to acknowledge, th it, in mofet parts 
of the kingdom, it was of n uch advantage 
in procuring men, and* jndeed, the sense 
of its utility could not be more forcibly illus¬ 
trated than by the expedient, to which re¬ 
course had been so frequently made, of pro¬ 
vincial levies* where the rules of the serv^e, 
in regard to promotion, were superseded! 
an$ the command of a regiment was often 
conferred on a person never in the army, en¬ 
tirely for the purpose of obtaining thv benefit 
of local exertion, a mode of recruiting well 
adapted to that object, though, in other re¬ 
spects, highly objectionable. But he was 
anxious to mark the difference between the 
value of the influence obtained iu this way, 
and that of foe parochial exertion expected 
tp be gained unuer the operation of this bill# 
A geotfoman of provincial connexions and 
property, ip raising a regiment aeW, Uf^c* 



the stimulus both of the reputation arid 
emoluments resulting from the completion 
of his levy, whereas, upon this parochial sys¬ 
tem of recruiting no one had any incitement 
beyond the exemption from his proportion 
of the fine. In provincial 16'les, too, the 
sphere of influence was much more extend¬ 
ed. The reguhqed bounty, moreover, was, 
in that mode of rec ruiting almost invariably 
exceeded, and the person undertaking that 
description of levy, employed recruiting par¬ 
ties in all directions, and had all the aid 
Which the most skilful and experienced re¬ 
cruiting officers could supply. But church¬ 
wardens ond overseers of the poor possessed 
no such means, and he was apprehensive 
that, in the execution of this measure, one 
of these -three things must happen, either 
that the recruiting would be consigned to 
crimps, or that a most oppressive influence 
would be exerted by the pai ish officers for the 
purpose of instigating men to enlist, or that 
the whole scheme would ultimately resolve 
itself into a mere parochial tax. The best 
mode of trying the practical merits* of the bill 
would be for every gent, to imagine himself 
in his own ^parish for a moment. Suppose 
the Churchwarden and overseers stating to a 
principal proprietor in a parish the difficulty 
of procuring men for a bounty of 12 guineas, 
when it had recently been found almost im* 
practicab'e to obtain them for double, treble 
or even the quadruple of that sum. Suppose 
therm, too, representing their utter igno¬ 
rance of the art of recruiting, and their 
want of leisure for it, even if they had the 
knowledge. What other rational counsel 
could such a proprietor give to. the parish of 
fleers, tlun a recommendation to them to 
endeavour to supply their own want of con¬ 
versance with the practice of recruiting by a 
recourse to the assistance of those who had 
experience in it > Hence, then, would Ori¬ 
ginate the introduction of the contractor for 
recruits, who would demand more than the 
limited bounty, and even with an increased 
premium, would not podei take to procure 
the men within the space prrscribed by the 
*bilt. No reo oiter would engage to raise the 
quota of cn^-n for n parish within the limits 
of that parish, or its immediate vicinity He 
would, <>f course, resort for them »o.London, 
Birminglnra, Manchester, Sheffield, or the 
towns in which he usually recruited, and then* 
if men were procured at all (for he did not 
believe many could be gained by other 
they wtiutd be obtained by a mode, which 
wduld be in direct contradiction to the pro¬ 
visions of the bill, and to What his right hon 
friend (the chancellor of the exchequer) pad 
liltff&rcd to he its printlplh. - Adthiwg, 


hoafev&i for the 

; the advantages* in relj^^^parochial 
* tion, Would be reaped sr^d&e bill whicti 
the friends of the meashfA 1 *9 '<&« 
rive from it. the cxertion^tpo^ Operate to 
the impediment of the general recpuh|ng 
service, For instance,, when an office ytmt 
into a parish on the regular recruiting service, 
be, in general, had the influence of 
rish, if not positively favourable, at, Je|$, 
neutral towards him, in wificji case be 
the fair benefit of the regulated bounty atiS 
bis own activity, but uouerjhis bill the psj^ 
rish would be in a state of-consta^t opposj- 
tion to his exertions, as every man he raised 
would diminish the,means of the parish-offi¬ 
cers of furnishing the quota part of the p$- 
rish. His success would, in truth, operate 
as a ,tax upon the parish. There would, 
likewise, remain a considerable pecuniary 
competition under the scaie ©(‘bounties* which* 
from what fell fr^n the chancellor of the 
exchequer a fewuights ago,it seemed to be in 
contemplation to establish. His rt boo. friend 
had stated, that, though the booties were 
not absolutely fixedly it was at present in* 
tended that the bounty for the regular jiev* 
vice should be J6 guineas,, the bounty fq£ 
the force to be provided tender this, bt 11^ 
guineas, and the bounty for enlistment, 1 
that,force into the line J.p guineas. , Tim 
system of bounties, therefore, would obvi¬ 
ously make it the interest of men to enlist 
first for home service, instead of entering 
at once into the line* for by going originally 
into the line they would be only entitled 
a bounty of 16 guineas, whereas, by passing 
through this intermediate force into^ the re¬ 
gular, army, they would obtain 22, Thus, fn 
point of fact,Jnste»d of extinguishing com¬ 
petition, the bill would establish a compe¬ 
tition bpth of money and ol local influent 
to the cfctrimenr of fibc general recruiting 
sqryicb*,—It had been represented by geptlq- 
men on .(die opposite side of the house aa a 
very visionary and fanciful apprehension, 
but he could not help concurring iajhp fear 
that had been of Ma 

frt 6 nds upou il>C bench i with him, that the 
influence exerted by partsh-officers ^ould 
principally con&& it) their attempts*© rennet 
thMheation of fh$ indigent class of the com * 
munity.resident within tlxeir jiirisdicfioh<$et 
painful to them, as to impel them to reprt 
to; enlistments -.iu a, refuge from pbr#ectx$tom 
A leflrnpd gent, (the,attorney-gefieralh had 
. hedged, on a, preceding night, that iuch a 
•uapichm of bbnse ofawhority pq the part©f 
pari^-officers was 1104 justified by experi¬ 
ence. He was far from meanmgjto rnake 
ubpat$truu oh the cphiduct of 
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S*WMr them its some inttucm commit act* 
«f MWt weriiy, and it tea, not in the <pir|t 
«f i jtidjciou* «jr»iefl> of legklation to act tm 
Jntcrcjts of person! in poorer in oppothtaoto 
lh$t too m»oe and social feelings. Him 
wtr many laws, and jrwy true and salutary 
tows too, Which were much relaxed in their 
etecution, and which, if generally enforced, 
might be perverted toto instruments of 
tris «08 oppression. The game laws had 
Beta allpdOd to, and, perhaps, tarnished 
(toft tftost familiar example. He certainly v 
no enemy to the gome taws j oa the 
etonthty, he maintained the policy of them, 
though he did adt wish to see too severe an 

r ation given to them. In many parte of 
country they were put into very vigorous 
execution, In some parts, however, they 
Were much relaxed, and this was the ctue u» 
thopart of the country, with which he was 
tfolt acquainted, but h«0m afraid, i .th s 
Ml should pass, they Would he universally 
dfid most Severely enforced. Jf a poor man 
Was detected in snaring a bate, a par'rsh-offi. 
«**• might wy to him, “,if yon are convicted 
ym Will be fined £s. Von cannot pay auch 
* sum, in which case your goods will be 
idhtrained, and even the amount of them 
MU probably not enable you to defray the 
penally, and (hen you most he committed 
to prison. But if you will enlist in the army 
of reserve, we will not prosecute you, and 
yot Will at once avoid these calamities and 
obtain a bounty of 12 guineas.” It had been 
fisfced in a former debate, where were to be 
found'the provisions in the bill, which 
Unacted this system of oppression 1 God 
forbid, that parliament should ever pass 
tows giving a positive sanction to the eser- 
dile of tyrannical authority 5 but it was also 
its sacred duty to «ak» care that it did not 
legislate in a manner. Which might invite 
find stimulate abuse, and he omened much 
tote the fears of those who thought, that this 
Ifill. if K should pass iota • tow, would, by 
■•Wakening into a pernicious activity rainy 
totrthant penal statutes* sew hud disgust 
the people, and poison the comforts and so. 
CtoT happiness of every village and hamlet to 
tbecoentry. It had hewn imputed so hi* 
Wight tom, fitohd near him (Mr. Windham), 
that foe tenor Of hit language was changed, 
fo« formerly the house had town sw- 
torned to tour him inculcate the necessity 
of keeping aljye the spirit of the'peoiVe, and 
ofwdslof (heir minds tow level with she ifo* 
fgitoed danger with which duty hadvto 
Jtofrend, hut that now there was a truce to 
ihtee>animating exhortations, that his right 

friend had lowered his tone, that he 
* • « 1 


ct$$e4 m urge (he itjcitcmtofr and dwelt 
uqpcte the difficulties, that the motives were 
now subordinate to the objections. 
The chancellor of the exchequer, who had 
attributed this sudden alteration of conduct 
to his right hon. friend, had surely permitted 
it to escape his memory that hi* right hon. 
friend bad dented the efficacy of the bill. If 
h»i right lwn friend had admitted that the 
bill was likely tp be effectual fonts object, 
there might have been some foundation fur 
the remark that had Fallen from the chap-* 
cefior of the exchequer, because in that caad 
his right hon. friend would have h<*d to 
strike a balance between the inconv«*nien- 
cies of the measure, and the magnitude of 
the datigci against which it was intended to 
provide j but his right hon friend had ex** 
pressly stated, thit, m his view of it, the 
bill would be vexatious and not efficacious, 
that it be productive of nothing but 

superfluous and gratuitous oppression, that, 
in fact, k would be oppressive, became It 
was not calculated to he efficient for its pur. 
pOSCv The house, too, could not I to ob¬ 
serve that the evils, which his right bon. 
friend hid predicted as hkfly to result from 
the measure, were of a nature calculated to 
relax that seal* which bis right hon friend 
had borne so eminent a slnre in exciting m 
the country, and, consequently, mar* ruilly 
to diminkh the btrengih of the empire at a 
period which* in the opinion of *Ji men, 
demanded its collected and united tat nines. 

—*H e next proceeded to the consideration of 
1be proposed arrangement of this> force, la 
this view of the subject he would, foi the sake 
of argument, assume, that the men were 
procured, and he might then* peihaps, be 
asked by the fiiends of the measure, whe¬ 
ther he did not admit that there was a rea¬ 
sonable foundation for believing that many 
men would emer bom this intermediate force 
into (he line. He certal dy did apprehend 
that a considerable number might transfer 
themselves from one Service into the other, 
but if he were at the same time asked, what 
would he the most effectual mode of check¬ 
ing their enlistment, he should certainty an¬ 
swer, the prohibition of their option with 
regard to the corps into which tney might 
b$ disposed to enter j as he could venture to 
atsertfi from thc best recruiting authorities, 
that the motives of men for enlisting into the 
army were is various as the whims and ca¬ 
prices of the human mind* The arrange- 
w&K however* of double battalions as the 
means of inducing men to enter into the re¬ 
gular army# was mid to be justified by expe¬ 
rience, and two examples had been eked 
to prove that mte were likely 0 mOist 
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With more facility for general service for 
having acquired military habits in service of 
a limited nature. The instances quoted 
were the volunteers obtained from the mi¬ 
litia in the late war, and the army of reserve 
in the present. With regard to the 1st in¬ 
stance, he must observe, that the mode 
which had * been adopted for obtaining 
men for the regular army from the militia 
Was very different from that which could be 
pursued compatibly with the principle pro¬ 
fessed in the present plan. Recruiting par¬ 
ties had been sent down to the quarters of 
the different regiments, many of which 
were kept for a considerable interval in a 
state of intoxication and dissolution o t disci¬ 
pline, and by these means the recruits were 
procured at large bounties for regular ser- 
* vice limited, however, for the most part, 
both in respect to time and space, for a 
large proportion of the men enlisted ouly for 
the period of the war, and for European 
service. The other instance which had 
been cited, was the army of reserve, but 
the men who had transferred themselves 
from that force into the regular army, had 
Tiot enlisted because they had acquired the 
habits of a military life, for most of them 
could never have been regimented or have 
joined their battalions of reserve. It was 
notorious that they had literally merely pass¬ 
ed through the army of reserve into the 
line for the sake of the double bounty, and 
that they had enlisted so rapidly as to induce 
the commander in chief to issue orders at va¬ 
rious times to suspend the recruiting, to pre¬ 
vent that relaxaiion of discipline, which it 
Was found to produce. The only inference, 
therefore, which could be candidly drawn 
from this example, was, that many men had 
been tempted to enter for general service by 
the invitation of extravagant bounties, hav¬ 
ing at the same time their option of the re¬ 
giments into which they were to enlist, and 
no inconsiderable proportion had entered 
into the guards and into the artillery. He 
did not, however, mean to assert, that seve- 
tal men might not be procured for the line 
by the intended arrangement, but he W3S 
Convinced that as many, and he believed 
more, might be even immediately obtained 
by that system of recruiting which had been 
so frequently recommtnded, withont any of 
the complicated vexation of this bill. The 
system, to which he alluded, consisted in 
the enlistment for term of years instead of 
for life, the declared and formal abolition of 
f drafting, and some separate establishment 
for colonial service; for the dread of the 
noxious climate of the West Indies operated 
as a most powerful impediment to the re- 
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cruiting of the line. These measures, toge* 
ther with a proper distribution* of recruiting; 
parties under experienced officers, and 
judicious selection of stations for recruiting 
depots, would, he was persuaded, ultimately 
supply the ranks of our regular army. He, 
nevertheless, did not expect that the country 
could speedily reap the full advantage even 
ot the best scheme of recruiting, and in this 
respect he was not so sanguine as his right 
bon. friend (Mr. Windham), for he wa* 
convinced that a long interval would elapse 
before the memory of large bounties would 
be intiiely obliterated. We had taught the 
people to speculate so much upon extrava* 
gant premiums, that it would be found they 
would for a long while with-hold themselves 
from the service in the hope of their revival. 
—Before he sat down there were two or 
three topics on which he felt desirous of 
touching, and to which he should advert 
with more satisfaction, hs had the good 
fortune, in a great measure, to concur i» 
opinion on them with liis right lion, fiieud, 
the chancellor of the exchequer; one was> 
the derelection of ballot as applied to this 
measure. At the same time he begged not to 
be understood as being universally adverse to 
the principle of ballot. On the contrary, 
one of his motives for wishing the original 
establishment of the militia to be main* 
tained was, that the principle of ballot 
might be preserved in the country. Her 
thought it bad as a part of a great perma¬ 
nent system, but temporary and unforeseen 
emergencies might occur, in which it might 
be necessary to have recourse to compulsory 
service, and in exigencies of so sudd m and 
pressing a nature, that mode of compulsion 
was the best which was the most efficacious. 
—There was another part of the bill, which, 
he must be at variance with all his former 
declarations and sentiments, if he did not 
approve; he meant the reduction of the 
supplementary militia. At the same time 
he did not think the mode proposed altoge¬ 
ther unobjectionable. The arrangement of 
the supplementary militia varied in different 
counties. In some counties the supplemen¬ 
tary levy was added to the original esta¬ 
blishment, and the whole formed one regi¬ 
ment, and hence there were several regi¬ 
ments which were certainly too large and 
unwieldy. In other counties this part -of 
the militia had been formed into several bat¬ 
talions or regiments, such, for instance, ^as 
the 2d Siirry, 2d Wiltshire, &c. These corps 
consisted, lie believed, in general of # or 
600 men each, and when they should be 
reduced to two-thirds Qr half of that num¬ 
ber, it appeared to him that it would bs an 
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useless expense to keep up corps upon such 
stn3ll establishments. He could not help 
adding, too, that though the diminution of 
their numbers was to be gradual, he feared 
the decay of th<- ir discipline would be rapid, 
for it was not rational to expect that the in¬ 
terest of the officers in their regiments 
would not be relaxed by this sentence of 
reduction, and thus he must consider the 
value of the supplementary militia for the 
remainder of Us existence as likely t > be 
materially diminished. During the discus¬ 
sions on the army of reserve bill, in the last 
session, seveie animadversions had been 
made on the late administration for their 
tardiness in bringing forward that measure. 
They had been reminded, that his Majesty’s 
declaration had stated that the conduct of 
France had been one continued series of 
aggression, violence, and insult fioni the con¬ 
clusion of i he treaty of peace; that the French 
governnu nt had teen detected in the design 
of sending military spies into this country, 
under the denomination of commercial 
agents, which act of perfidy was described in 
the same declaration as a decisive indication 
of the dispositions and intentions of that go¬ 
vernment, and that, with all these warnings, 
they ought to have been prepared with their 
aystem for the defence of the country im¬ 
mediately on the commencement of the hos¬ 
tilities. They, however, defended their pro¬ 
crastination of the measure of the army of 
reserve by alleging, that, if it had been ear¬ 
lier introduced, it would have interfered 
with the ballot for the militia. To this ar¬ 
gument, however, he recollected it was re¬ 
plied by himself amongst others, that, as the 
ballot tor the supplementary militia had in 
many counties not been begun, and as in 
others very little progress had been made in 
it, the number of the army of reserve might 
have been so enlarged, as to have superseded 
the necessity of the levy of the supplemen¬ 
tary militia. But the gentlemen on the 
bench opposite to him (the bench on which 
Mr. Addington and his friends were sitting) 
had an answer to this suggestion. They al¬ 
leged that the militia, upon its augmented 
establishment, was the proper quantum of 
militia for the country. They maintained 
the some opinion still, and therefore, though 
he had the misfortune entirely to differ from 
them, he must acknowledge they were per¬ 
fectly consistent. But those gentlemen, 
who formed part of the late administration, 
and who also composed so considerable a 
proportion of the present, had held precisely 
the same language, and he therefore sfelt 
some surprise at their change of sentiment 
Upon this subject, and at their approbation 


of a scheme which was partly founded on a 
reduction of the number of the militia. An 
hon and learned gent, on the treasury 
bench (ihe attorney-general) had asserted, 
that when two plans were under the con¬ 
sideration of the hpuse, framed by different 
administrations, without any very important 
difference between them, that had the best 
claim to preference which was proposed by 
the persons actually in power, since they 
would be responsible for the execution of it/' 
This doctrine w-i's certainly very palatable, 
and he had no doubt it would be very satis¬ 
factory to the house, as it opened a fair 
prospect to the public of a sort of perpetuity 
in the learnt d gent.’s official assistance, an 
advantage which, he believed, the country 
had aheady possessed, in different situations, 
for three successive administrations. But 
without discussing the merits of this doc¬ 
trine, he begged permission to remark to 
the learned gent., that, by a singular felicity 
of circumstances, he had, upon the princi¬ 
ple of his own argument, still his option 
between the two plans, for he believed that 
half, if not a majority of the present cabi¬ 
net, consisted of persons who were also 
members of the late cabinet; and, therefore, 
if the measure proposed by the late govern¬ 
ment should be adopted, it would, never¬ 
theless, be executed by those who had been 
its authors and systematical supporters. But 
these gentlemen, it seemed, made the pre¬ 
sent plan the object of their choice, and he 
now had the good fortune to find that they 
concurred with him in opinion that the mi¬ 
litia establishment was too large by the 
whole of its augmented numbers. He really 
could not help expressing some curiosity to 
know from what period he w F as to date this 
very unexpected satisfaction; since, for an 
interval of two years, in** light hon. friend 
(Mr. AVitiJham) and himself had expe- 
i rienced nothing but censure and reproaches 
from those gentlemen for their opposition to 
the increase of the militia of the different 
parts of the united kingdom. He must re¬ 
mind them, too, that the very last act of 
their late administration was the introduc¬ 
tion of a bill for the inctease of the militia 
of Ireland, winch passed in direct defiance 
of the coun-el of his right hon. friend, the 
present chancellor of the exchequer, and 
which was truly illuslt alive of the measures 
by which, as his right lion, friend had hap¬ 
pily expressed it on a former occasion, the 
I late ministers were continually marring and 
| frustrating their own projects. He trusted, 
however, that his right lion, friend had 
come into office early enough to advise his 
Majesty to suspend the exercise of the power 
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Which parliament had vested in him, and 
that as he had been able to operate so aus¬ 
picious a conversion in the opinions of his 
new colleagues with regard to the English 
militia, he hoped he would, while their 
minds were in this pliant and malleable 
state, be more successful than when he had 
spoken from the back benches, in his en¬ 
deavours to convince them that no system 
could be more effectually adapted to cut up 
the reeruiling of the regular army, than 
that of making new encroachments on the 
population ot Ireland tor the service of the 
militia.—He should trouble the house no 
further than to observe, that if this measure 
should pjovc in its operation to be only a 
means of procuring money, it would, in that 
point of view, be a burthen of a most grievous 
nature, it would, in fact, be a tax in the 
shape of a parochial assessment, and would 
fall heavily upon that description of the 
community, who were now scarcely able to 
struggle against l he weight of parish rates, 
and whom, under a judicious and well re¬ 
gulated system of finance, it had always 
been an object, as far as was practicab'e, 
to exempt from taxes imposed for public 
revenue, Thinking, therefore, that the bill 
would be ineffectual fur its purpose, and at 
the same time be most oppressive and unjust 
in its operation, he felt it his duty to give 
his negative to its further progress. 

General Maitland said, he felt it his duty 
as a member of parliament, and as a mem¬ 
ber of the profession to which this measure 
particularly applied, io offer his sentiments. 
He was Mire the bill, viewed in a military 
sense, would not produce any considerable 
portion of die men that were expected from 
it; that in a civil view it would be onerous 
and oppressive • that in a mixed view of 
civil and milimy, it would not get men but 
money, and that in an oppressive way. The 
late ministers had been charged with want 
of energy and vigour. He would be glad 
to hear fiom any body, in what manner this 
bill gave any proof of increased vigour or 
energy. Hr would say of it as a noble lord 
had said on a former occasion, that it was a 
mere milk and water measure : or if it had 
any vigour, it was vigorous only in oppres¬ 
sing the people. When the merits of this 
bill were talked of, comparatively with those 
of the measures produced by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Addington) when in office, he 
thought ihat little indeed could be said for 
this measure. His right hon. friend had 
proposed to raise a number of regiments by 
recruiting tor rank. To this it was objected, 
that raising men for rank was liable to great 


abuses: it was so; but it was the abuse, 
not the use that was the teischief. He 
would ask the right hon. gent, opposite 
(Mr. Windham), who was such an enemy 
to raising men for rank, whether there was 
greater mischief in a person every way 
qualified for the rank, for no other could 
have it, raising men for it, rather than 
purchasing from their brother officers. If 
they were qualified to have the step, there 
was no harm in raising the men. The 
principal objection in that case was the dif¬ 
ficulty of remaining the bounty ; but under 
the present measure that difficulty was much 
increased The officer who would depart 
from the limits laid down would *luve to 
dread the chirge of being guilty of a breach 
ot orders and discipline \ but no such appre¬ 
hension could weigh upon the parish officers, 
and surely the former was a much more 
constitutional mode of recruiting than the 
latter, at the same time shat it was far from 
tending so directly to the increase of the 
bounty.—He was never apprehensive of the 
danger of invasion so much as others; he 
agreed that it was now increased beyond 
wiiat it had ever been. He agreed also in 
(he propriety of increasing ihe regular force; 
but thr charge of a want of exertion in this 
respect was not relieved by this bill. The 
measure was proposed to be permanent, but 
the foundation was false and rotten. The 
army of reserve had been efficient, and 
therefore he approved of it. The principle 
of the piesent system which he condemned 
most, was that the regular and disposable 
soldiers were the worst provided for. Sol¬ 
diers on general service should on every 
principle have larger pay. He did not mean 
to say they «*h uld have more than they had 
at present. He was, on this point, of opi¬ 
nion that ihe augmentation which took 
place in the last war was improvident, and 
that the army would have been satisfied with 
less. He would have the soldiers for li¬ 
mited service reduced to less pay, to lOd. a 
day, for instance, but that could not be 
done but in time of peace. This difference 
would place the thing on a fair footing with 
respect to the grand operative principle of 
human nature, self interest. He wished 
the liberty of volunteering from the reserve 
battalions to be general, as at present the 
men were disposed to volunteer into any 
other battalion rather than that with which 
they w^re immediately c nnected. 

Mr, Osborne lose in defence of the bill, 
and Endeavoured to repel the objection of its 
being a measure to provide money and not 
men; for, if the stipulated number of men 
Yy 2 
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Wfit'e raised iq the parishes, not one shilling 
of fine whuld be incurred. As to the ob¬ 
jection of its imposing a burden on the pa- 
ri^h officers, he would ask, what measure 
there was of extensive operation but most 
occasion some inconvenience to certain in¬ 
dividuals? It was true, the execution of 
the proposed measure would engross some 
portion of the time of those officers; but 
he had no doubt of their willingness so to 
do for the public good. 

General Gascoigne felt himself called upon 
by what a right bon. colonel had stated with 
respect to raising men for rank. He called 
the right hon. gent, a 4< colonel,” for though 
he had*the local rank of general, his general 
rank was that of colonel— 

General Maitland rose to order. He said, 
he was in the judgment of the house whether 
it was consistent with parliamentary usage, 
or order, for an hon. member in his speech 
to step directly out of the subject before the 
house, to make a personal attack upon ano¬ 
ther member, with a view to degiude him. 
It was wholly irtelevant to the question, 
whether he was a brigadier-general or a 
plain colonel, except for the direct purposes 
of personality. 

Geqeral Gascoigne was proceeding to ex¬ 
plain, b.ut in a way that induced the chair 
to call him to order. He then proceeded to 
say, that the mode of recruiting for rank, 
with the recommendation of which the hon. 
general sat out, had already been practised 
Under General Conway, under Lord Am¬ 
herst, and lastly, under our present illus¬ 
trious commander in chief, and had been 
productive of very bad consequences, such 
as foibad its continuance ; and, m fact, all 
endeavours had b^en tried to bring back the 
business of recruiting for the army to its pris¬ 
tine state before Lord Amherst’s day, with* 
out effect. He therefore must presume the 
hon. general had some new and secret mode 
to propose for rendering effectual the project 
he had so warmly panegyrised. It had been 
said the present bill was ineffectual, because 
it was but one step towards the great end 
desired ; but would thon^who thus argued 
take two steps at once, instead of letting one 
be succeeded by the other ? If this did not 
promise all they looked for, another might 
follow to answer their expectation. With 
respect to the measure of raising men for 
rank, under limited bounties, he conceived 
it wholly impracticable; for though the per¬ 
son recruiting on that principle did npt, |yr 
hi* <Kvn act, exceed thte limit of Bounty i 
pg&seribed for him, yet wli3t was to hindbr 
■berjeant or his friends from advancing 
B fe kaineas' a man to expedite his quota ? 


It would bfc no more possible to prevent 
such things in this case, than bribery at an 
election ; but he was convinced the measure 
now before the house could have no Such 
effect. The parishes could have but one ob¬ 
ject, namely, to raise the men as cheap aspos- 
sible. With respect to the boasted operation 
of the former army of reserve bill in recruit¬ 
ing the line, he was convinced that the lat¬ 
ter service had received no greater addition 
through that means, than it would have ob¬ 
tained in the ordinary course, if no army of 
reserve had existed. The present bill he 
warmly approved in all its principles, and 
was fully convinced it was calculated to 
effect all those desirable purposes in which 
the preceding measures bad failed 

Mr. Ellison strongly objected to the bill, 
as being in its nature unjust, unconstitu¬ 
tional, and oppressive. He had formerly 
supported the bill of his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Yorke), against which this bill was 
now brought in. When that right hon. 
gent.’s measures of national defence were 
objected to as being inefficient, he thought 
the country had a right to expect better j 
whereas, in comparison with that measure, 
the present bill he considered as weak and 
inefficient. It held out a promise to our 
ear, but broke it to our hope. It aban¬ 
doned the method of ballot, on which the 
country had hitherto proceeded, and threw 
off 20,000 of the supplementary militia, 
who might have been laid hold of at once 
in aid of the national defence. He meant 
no reflection on the volunteers at large, 
when he expressed his belief that many had 
entered among that body for fear of being 
drawn by ballot. Now this being removed, 
he feared would greatly tend to diminish the 
volunteer force. The bill now under consi¬ 
deration professed to get men, but he was 
of opinion that money was the object. It 
called into its aid the machinery of deputy 
lieutenants and parish officers, who were 
thus put into situations to render them un¬ 
popular, and disliked among their neigh-, 
hours. Nor would it be found possible fox 
parishes, in agricultural parts of the country* 
to procure their stipulated quotas of men. 
Was this, then, a method to be reported to 
which could be justified? The county of 
Lincoln, in which lie resided, would, upon 
a calculation, have to raise 50,0001. by way 
of fine, which was, in fact, a direct double 
land-tax on the landed property of the coun¬ 
try; and he believed he wag right in cal¬ 
culating that it would raise the sum of 
J,500,0fi0l. on the landed interest of the 
several counties of England. This plan wa* 
no other than a round about way of inerc^l* 
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ilig the land-tax. These were facts which, 
he trusted, would have more weight with 
the house than flourishes of rhetoric. T.he 
bill went to impose a heavy duty upon the 
deputy lieutenants and parish officers. It 
would harass them, and put them to the 
greatest inconvenience, whilst it would, at 
the same time, put the whole country out of 
humour, and go to raise a standing army, 
and convert civil officers into recruiting offi¬ 
cers. Its effect would be that of levying 
heavy tines on the several country paiishes, 
and the landed interest of the country. 
In every view he was led to take of this 
measure, he was determined to give it his j 
decided opposition. 

Colonel Mitford objected also to the bill, 
on account ot the task which it imposed 
upon the deputy lieutenants and parish offi¬ 
cers. He could not help entertaiuing appre¬ 
hensions that it might be found absolutely 
necessary for govt, to send officers, paid on 
purpose, into every subdivision of England, 
to do the business which is now required of 
the parish officers; who are to receive no 
salary for their extraordinary services, and 
who cannot be expected to devote any con¬ 
siderable portion of their time in addition to 
their private at^l parochial concerns to such 
a business. Viewing the measure in this 
point of view, it became with him a serious 
consideration, as he wished the house to 
consider whether its tendency might not be 
to produce some alarming alteration in the 
constitution.—He concluded with declaring 
his opposition to the bill, as a measure that 
went to establish a permanent force, with 
all the danger to the constitution of a stand¬ 
ing army, without the protection which a 
standing army would afford $ and he parti¬ 
cularly objected to it as doing away the mi¬ 
litia of the country. 

Mr. Somers Cocks observed, that upon a 
review of the conduct of the last administra¬ 
tion, he could not help pronouncing upon 
them, that they had not that energy which 
was requisite in the present state of the 
country. Upon that giound he wished for 
the secession of thqse who composed it; and 
there was no man to whom he looked for¬ 
ward with greater confidence than to the 
right hon. gent, who was now at the head of 
public affairs. Though he was disappointed 
with regard to the administration that right 
hon. gent, had formed, yet his inclination, 
from old habits, and the opinion he enter¬ 
tained of his zeal, ability, and wisdom, in¬ 
duced him to approve any measure l{*at came 
recommended by him. Upon this ground 
lie had voted for the present bill in its two 
jjfst stages. He tad, however, hesitated 
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upon the subject of the plan it contained; 
and now, upon a 'thorough consideration 6{ 
the bill, he declared it did not appear to 
mind efficient. It was fraught with dim- 
cullies, and fell so short of that energy and 
vigour which he had expected from it in the 
first instance, that lie could no longer give 
it his support. He doubted very much 
whether the bill would succeed in raising 
the large number of men it professed to 
raise ; and with respect to its preventing 
competition, he was convinced it would not 
have that effect, but a contrary. True it 
was, it went to abolish the ballot. He had 
certainly seen the hardships of that system, 
and had pitied them ; but if the state of the 
country was such, that, with a view to its 
existence, we must have recourse to com¬ 
pulsion, he thought these hardships ought 
not to have any weight. Compulsion by 
ballot he considered preferable to the plan 
of this bill. By ballot tliere was an equal 
chance whether the lot fell on A. or B. but 
there was no possibility of the whole of a 
parish feeling the inconvenience of the pre¬ 
sent measure. The right hon. gent, must 
excuse him for saying, that, with al! his ex¬ 
perience and wisdom, if there was one point 
on which he was less informed than another, 
it was with reference to the internal interests 
of the country. If the bill v/ould not raise 
the men but the money merely, it would be 
nothing more or less than a heavy tax. It 
was not a direct land-tax, but, pretending 
to be one thing, it was another. He did 
not think the landed interest had been sup¬ 
ported as k ought to have been. He ar¬ 
gued that this bill would be productive of 
considerable injury to the volunteer system, 
by destroying those exemptions, which he 
entertained no doubt had influenced a consi¬ 
derable number of persons who formed part 
of the immense force to which the country 
was so much indebted. 

Mr. Serjeant Best observed, that the mea¬ 
sure was, in his opinion, inefficient to its 
professed object, and so pregnant with mis¬ 
chief, that it was impossible to support it. 
An hon. general (Gascoigne) had stated, 
that the opposition to the measure had aiisen 
not from objections to it, but from a desire 
to oppose the persons who had brought it 
forward. He had desired to answer that 
hon. gent, but what had fallen from thehdn^ 
member who had spoken last had rendered 
any an*w«r then unnecessary.—It appeared 
tc4 iiirl that the measure before the fcddie 
militated against a fundamental maxi (ft of 
th? constitution, a maxim which had txten 
held sacred since the revolution, a mak!m 
which had been hitherto annually sanctioned 

i 
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»by a vote of parliament, in the passing of 
Ahe mutiny bill. He confessed, when he 
considered the title of this bill; when he 
read the preamble and the first clause of this 
bill, he considered it impossible, until as¬ 
sured by the right hon. the chancellor of the 
exchequer, to suppose that the force was 
not to be permanently kept up in time of 
peace. The preamble stated, that it was 
essential that a considerable permanent force 
should be raised; and the learned member ar¬ 
gued, that no conclusion could be drawn 
from that, of its being to be laid asleep dur¬ 
ing peace, as well as that the establishment 
of such a permanent force as ?4,000 men, 
lo be completely under the power of the 
crown, without the control of parliament, 
would be an infringement ot the bill of 
rights, the provisions of which against a 
standing army were annually voted in the 
mutiny bill. He had heard it stated in 
answer to this objection, that the mutiny 
bid, whuh was passed annually, would give 
the parnanvnt a control over this force; 
but it even that were to be the case, it would 
not do away his objections to the present 
measure. The mutiny bill only applied to 
the constitution of the regular force, whereas 
the unliiia was raised under laws indepen¬ 
dent of it, as this should also be raised, if 
ever the bill should pass in*o a law. This 
was not a nominal but an essential diffe¬ 
rence which had been noticed by the ablest 
writers on the subject. The parliament could 
put an end to any other force, but this 
could not be reduced but by the consent 
of the three branches of the legislature, and 
it was to be raised in a manner contradic¬ 
tory to all the usages and laws of our ances¬ 
tors.—Another objection was, that the mea¬ 
sure was to raise a permanent force, entirely 
at the disposal of the cr<<wn, and to dimi- 
rmh that constitutional force which was in¬ 
tended as a counterpoise for the standing 
army. It should be recollected, that two 
years ago the nnlitia had been augmented by 
30,000 men, for which jie thought the 
conn rv was ind* bled to the ministers of that 
periou j and in the preamble of the bill for 
that purpose it Ind been stated, that it w s 
essential to taise a large militia force, offi¬ 
cered by men of property, independent of 
the governmit-nt. This bill had passed in 
1802, and after that short period, they were 
called upon to undo what the^ had then 
solemnly sanctioned, and to deliveL over to 
the government a large standing ftrncvf, of 
^'hjcj^ihtir ancestors had always shown the 

E * scrupulous, jealousy. This measure 
passed 'while the light hon. gent, was a 
ber of the houscj, while he attended in 


his place and gave his sanction to it. .He 
asked whether regular officers could be pro¬ 
cured for the immense force now proposed 
to be raised ? It had been found impracti¬ 
cable to procure them for the reserve. The 
only distinction between the officers of this 
force and of the militia appeared to him. 
to be that they would have half pay, 
whilst the militia officers would not. No 
person cow Id hesitate which to prefer, be¬ 
cause there were many disadvantages at¬ 
tending this force, from which the militia 
was free, whilst the latter possessed every 
advantage derived from the former. There 
| appeared to him no good ground of policy to 
ivduce the constitutional force of the coun- 
liv, in older to raise a force of a very diffe¬ 
rent description in its loom. If the bill 
weie even efficient to its object, it appeared 
to him pieguaut with mischief. Its object 
was to rai*e a greater forte than could be 
obtained by the regular recruiting j but how 
was that to be done J The army of reserve 
v as intended to raise a force of 30,000 of 
whuh about ()000 were deficient, and when 
a mode of raising ihe unri of more strength 
had tailed of procuring them, what proba¬ 
bility was there that one of less vigour would 
be successful ? The reserve act possessed 
every thing the present measure did, because 
in case the substitute wasnot found, it im¬ 
posed a penalty, and something more, be¬ 
cause by the ballot it afforded the dunce of 
obtaining personal service, so that it -was 
absurd to exptet from a measure of less 
power, what ilie reserve art, with greu'er 
strength, had faded to tfleet. If the lino 
and ballot had filled, the penalty alone 
could not succeed, and the same reason that 
had prevented t lie army of reserve act from 
being fully efficient would intrrfrre with 
the present meaune, he meant the intolera¬ 
ble fines. The learned member then ad¬ 
verted to the accumulation of fines that had 
taken place in the county of > ui ry to ths 
amount of 20 OUOl under the army of reserve 
act. If the bill were to pass tuto a taw, 
there would bs applications from all part-, 
of the country, before 12 months, to rep-al it. 
He then ridiculed the idea of employing 
churchwardens and parish officers in re¬ 
cruiting. If gentlemen of tank were to be 
employed, their rank and character might 
give them influence, and men would be 
disposed to enlist with those whp would 
lead them into service. No&uch influence 
could be expected in the case of the 
parish* officers, with whom men would 
not be inclined to engage; because no 
persons v/culd be disposed to enlist with 
men v:Lv would no’, accompany them into 
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ganger. The parish officers would be 
merely crimp serjeants or decoy duck?, to 
inveigle them into the service. They could 
have no influence, therefore, but from the 
abuse of their power, by persuading the 
young, in consideration of thHr parents 
being likely to become chargeable to the 
* parish, to engage in the service. The learned 
member contended that it was human na¬ 
ture to err on the side of interest. He con¬ 
cluded by declaring, that there was only one 
clause in the bill in which he agreed, and 
that was the clause which allowed them to 
repeal it during the present session. He 
was confident, that ifi as the bon. general 
had observed, die motives of objection to 
the measure had arisen from n desire to op¬ 
pose those who had brought it forward, that 
could not be done more effectually than by 
suffering it to pass into a law, and if tluir 
continuance in office were to depend on the 
duration of the bill, that they could not 
hold their situations long. 

Earl Temple said, that the bill in question 
seemed to him neither to pVovide for future, 
nor guard against present, dangers. An 
hon. gent, had, on a former occasion, pro¬ 
posed a committee of the whole house to 
consider of the force of the country, and he 
remembered well the zeal with which some 
gentlemen had opposed it. None of the 
measures now ^proposed contiadicted the 
arguments that were then used, yet some 
gentlemen now thought proper to support 
plans similar to those which they had for¬ 
merly opposed. There appeared to be a 
comfortable system of nxirality with some 
people, in suppoiting of sch( tnes, from an 
idea that the present was always the bvst. 
He supposed the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Pitt) fancied he was, as it were, redeeming 
a pledge, by rescuing the country from 
those persons under whose hands it could 
not prosper, and with some of whom, howe¬ 
ver, he was now contented to act. It only 
remained for the house to consider what the 
measure was. He, for his part, could not 
hesitate in asserting that it was both oppres¬ 
sive and unconstitutional. It was in the 
first place founded upon the militia system, 
which was a much more effective and con¬ 
stitutional force. He lemembered well the 
eagerness with which the right hon gent, 
deprecated the army of reserve act; and he 
also remembered, when he recalled to the 
recollection of ihe house, the period when 
the militia was first established \ and that it 
was during the campaigns of the Duke of 
Marlborough, when our continental con¬ 
nexions were greater than ever. The right 
hon. gent, formerly spoke in favour of the 
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militia, the very system which lie was in-* 
tending to reduce. He (LordT.) objected 
to the bill, on account of its tendency to di¬ 
minish the real and constitutional force pf 
the country, and also because it went to the 
complete abolition of the system of ballot* 
One of the great iccommendations of the 
system of balloting wa&, that it produced a 
kind of stimulus upon the man balloted to 
provide a substitute, if he did not ebuse to 
serve personally. In this bill, however, 
there was no stimulus afforded to the men 
to cntei, because it was their interest to lay 
by and refuse all temptations as to the low 
bounties, in order that they may get the 
higher ones af ter the parishes have agreed to 
pay a fine. Ry those means the competition 
| was greater than ever. It was a competition 
| created by the bill itself, which prevented 
its own execution. There was no stimulus 
to pathh officer^ to obtain the men, while at 
the same time there was a^rom petition raised 
betwixt them and the regular recruiting 
officers. He could not conceive why it was 
necessary to go this round-about way to 
work in order to procure regular soldiers, 
who could be procured more easily by the 
ordinary modes of recruiting. It was, be¬ 
sides, an indirect tax upon land, which was 
to be levied by the same means as other 
taxes. It was completely nugatory, and 
seemed to have every disadvantage of the 
former laws, without any of their good .qua¬ 
lities. The militia were officered by per¬ 
sons intimately connected with the country, 
but the case would be widely different in 
the present instance. He was not at all in¬ 
clined to commit such a large portion of 
power into the hands of the crowu. Some 
might deem it ungracious to make any al¬ 
lusions to abuses ot power, but he would not 
have thought it necessary to do so, had he 
seen this bill intended to provide only for 
present difficulties, and to cease when these 
difficulties ended. Deviations fiom the con¬ 
stitutional forms ought to cease when the 
dangers weie at an end. 

Mr. Canning said, that perceiving there 
was a disposition in the house rather to 
evince their opinions by their votes than by 
speaking, he should have been unwilling to 
trouble them upon ihe present occasion^ 
but as he not yet spoken respecting the pre¬ 
sent measure, he wished to deliver his sen¬ 
timents upon the subject. If he had been 
willing to use any argument of deprecation, 
it would* have been thaftthis measure had 
nfcverjbeen fairly jeorisidered with respect 
t <4 the objects which it had in view, but had 
been referred to some imaginary standard 
of excellence, which no*gent, had described, 
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%i\t respecting which so many various opi¬ 
nions had been given, that the opponents of 
the bill differed more amongst themselves 
then with its supporters. It had been said 
that his right lion, fiiend had brought for¬ 
ward a measure unworthy of his great name 
and character, as if he could recruit at will 
without any impediment or obstacle whate¬ 
ver. Was this a fair way of arguing ? 
ought they not rather to look whether his 
right hon. friend had used the best posable 
means to accomplish that which all agreed to 
be necessary ? A right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) had expressed his opinion that 
all our present military establishments ought 
to be done away, with a view to have a clear 
stage, and to erect something upon the 
ruins of what they had overturned; others 
Were of opinion that the regular force ought 
not to be increased. He admitted that these 
two classes must necessarily divide together 
against the bill, bvt he should wonder much 
if they did not quarrel in the lobby. His 
right hon. friend, when he came into office, 
found that the ballot had done as much as it 
could; he found the regular army too 
small, and the militia larger in extent than 
was fairly compatible with the means of the 
country ; he found a force in some measure 
of the quality of militia, and experience 
had shewn that the principle of raising this 
force might be applied to the recruiting for 
the regular army; this became the object of 
his right hon. fiiend, and these his means. 
Ifhtsri^ht hon. friend had oniy made the 
greater force applicable to general service, 
and the smaller to a limited service, and if 
he had done no more, he would still have 
done much, and would have redeemed the 
pledge which he had given. The next 
Charge against his right hon. friend was, 
that there was nothing grand or striking 
about the plan. In answer to this he would 
only observe, that it gentlemen had con¬ 
ceived a great, and perhaps impracticable 
measure, the plan of which they did not 
state, they had no reason to complain if the 
measure proposed did not come up to their 
ideas. The present, contrasted with the 
former plan, appeared to every advantage, 
He admitted, at the same time, that those 
who voted for the former, upon first hear¬ 
ing it, were not bound to vote for the sub¬ 
sequent alteration. The ballot was done 
away, and now, for the first time, the poor 
deceased ballot had found its panegyrists. 
With respeft to a competition agaipst the 
recruiting for the regular army,, w4at fe- 
medy was proposed on the other side? Only 
v one, by the right # hon. gent. (Mr* Wind- 
who said that they did best when 


they did nothing 5 that they need only strip 
away the impediments from recruiting, and 
it would go on. To this he answered, that 
the plan of his right hon. friend came in the 
second resort to that of the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Windham); his right hon. friend had 
not been prepared to say that men could be 
procuied in the parishes, he only wished to 
try 1 lie experiment, and if they could not be 
found, then the fines would create a recruit¬ 
ing fund at the disposal of government, 
which would come exactly to the plan of the 
right hon. gentleman (Mr. Windham), who 
wished for such a fund to be placed at the 
disposal of government, and for the recruit¬ 
ing to be carried on by officers appointed by • 
the crown, which would then be the case, 
with a bounty to be given both for limited 
and unlimited service. The next point, re¬ 
lating to the parish officers, had been so 
much argued that he should say very little 
about it; he should only remark, that those 
who denied the eligibility of making parish 
officers recruiting officers extolled the ex¬ 
ploded system of crimps, and recurred to the 
equally exploded idea of ballot. The objec¬ 
tion that this measure was compulsory, had 
been very ill supported. It had been argued, 
that it would be a fraud upon the men, and their 
parents and relations, to inlist them first for li¬ 
mited service, with a view of afterwards in¬ 
ducing them to enter for general service. He . 
could not, however, see any distinction in 
this respect between limited time and limited 
space. If a man was inlisted for service in 
Great Britain and Ireland, Guernsey and 
Jersey, and was afterwards induced to cnier 
into the regular service for unlimited space, 
where was the distinction between him 
and one inlisted for a limited time, but 
for unlimited spa'ce; and who, perhaps, in 
the WesMndies, might be persuaded to ex¬ 
tend that period of service to an unlimited 
extent ? He did not say that both modes 
might not be wrong, or that both might not 
be right, but one could not be wrong and 
the other right; and if one was a fraud, the 
other was equally so.—The next objection he 
should notice, related to the burdens upon 
mhe parishes ; but it would be but fair to 
state, as a setoff, the burden from w r hich 
the parishes w*ere relieved. When he saw,' 
in many instances, an accumulated fine of 
801. incurred to government, from some pa¬ 
rishes, lie could not conceive that to substi¬ 
tute 20 l. for that could be considered as a 
burden. Added to this, those who had wit- , 
nessed the distress and misery to which the 
ballot had, in repeated instances, given rise, 
could not, he conceived, be adverse to the 
abolition of that system*' The fnost extract- 



tfinary argument, however, which he had | 
heard stated against the measure was, that 
bVtelieving the parishes from the burden Of 
the ballot, they would do a gross injustice to 
the volunteers, and that, byd ing away the 
ballot they wool i take from the volunteers 
tKe principal motive for their patriotic ser¬ 
vices, which necessarily supposed that the 
principal inducement tor the volunteers to 
continue together was, that they might wit¬ 
ness the vexation anddhtrrMs experienced by 
their neighbour-. Th»t such an argument 
Was of no avail, was evideii from the consi¬ 
deration tbs the exemp ions were not at¬ 
tached to the lolumeer** until fong after the 
voluntary spirit nf the country had risen to its 
Utmost height; that those exemptions were 
nevelr intended to begnen, nor wae they 
ever expected, or looked for; that they were 
at last g*ven by mistake, and were a com¬ 
plete surprize both upon the house and upon 
the volunteers, and it would be a most ex- 
traordinaiy argument to say, that the taking 
away of such a kind of boon would tend to 
lessen the number of volunteers. The next 
objection was, as to the burdens imposed 
Upon the country. Hr should not hi re be 
told, he imagined, tha* there was a question 
between bmden and no burden 3 but if, as 
he\untended, we should at all events, even 
in case' of peace, require a larger military 
establishment, flhd a greater military fotce 
under the present circumstances of Europe, 
the question was not whether they Would 
bear the burden, but how to reader it lea^t 
one-tons > He would^ask his right hon, friend 
(Mr, Windham) how he would provide for 
the increase of our military establishment, m 
conformity with that right hon. gentleman's 
Opinions, so often declared ? He would, no 
doubt, voie for increasing the regular stand¬ 
ing army ; if so, he would refer him to the 
learned serjeant (Best), who had quoted 
black letter authorities, and biought for¬ 
ward v a circulating libnry of law to prove, 
fhac such a measure wa* highly unconstitu¬ 
tional j but perhaps* they might settle the 
poult in the lobby, ana agree to-morrow. 
Did he mean that a Ufge standing a(u»y 
^should be kept up during peace ? If lie dis 
banded it there was an end of it, whilst in 
the formet case it would be highly unconsti¬ 
tutional. It Was evident sothething must be 
done to provide a permanent force against a 
period of pear^ and the present tbealure hd 
-contended was practically the best calculated 
for that purpose — He should now advert tO 
another subject highly interesting at the jpye* 
sent moment, but upon which he should not 
detam the house tong. JHe *taw no otyjfC' 
tlritt to a struggle ih parliaiaent mdlicbta* 
Vol. 1 L - 


whtrhefr the servants of the crowh were teV 
titled to its Confidence 3 but it was very ex# 
traordinary that a number of gentlemen t 
should unite against a government which 
was scarcely- yet in existence. He fairly and 
candidly avowed that he gave the right hon, 
gentleman (Mr. Addington) credit for thfc 
systematic opposition which he had COm* 
mented against his majesty's government the 
moment he had left his maj'-sij’scouncils3 to$* 
was glad to see an inefficient admuustrattoh* 
atoned for by a vigorous opposition. And hOnjJ 
lie wished to take notice of an expression 
made use of by a noble lord (Temple), as If 
hts right hon. friend (Mr Pitt' had been a 
mere accession to the torrtier ministry, wnh* 
oot any change having taken place. He 
should content himself with vindicating bis 
own consistency i he had objected to the ad- 
mlnistidtion of foreign aflVrs, and ih^t had 
beemchsnged 3 he had objected to the naval 
admihistratton,and thatha<fbeen changed, he 
had objected to the military administration, 
and that had been changed , he bad also ob¬ 
jected to the general superintendance of the 
whole, and that had bmi changed. In ob» 
feting to the inefficiency of the laie minis¬ 
ters, he had been joined by almost all thosdl 
who were now in opposition. Th nottb 
> lord* had said, that the public were dfaag* 
j pointed in the format On of the present am 
ministration; amongst that public, he caw* 
didly confessed, that no man was mpre disap** 
pointed than himself He only expected equal 
candour on the other side 3 and he hoped 
that when they talked of exclusion and of 
prosen pi ion, they would object to the prin¬ 
ciple, and not to the application He wished 
it had been otherwise. He had himself no 
object of personal ambition; but when his 
right hon. friend though' he could gaih 
sisiarue from him, he did not feel inclined 
to relinquish the part he Wd* called on to 
act, btcmse it was an arduous one. 

Mr. Brngge Bctthurvt felt it his duty to Sftjf 
a few words m the absence of a right both 
friend of his (Mr. Addington) to whom ibfe 
right hon gentleman, who hid last spoken* 
had made some very pointed allusions. Up 
did out e*pw that any thing could have a*& 
cm red in the course of the debate, which 
Would have placed ,h<n» under the necessity 
Of troubling the house; but the observant 
of the right hop. gent;. (Mr. Canning) Mm 
so decidedly directed against those honour¬ 
able persons with whom Jt ws**hn» pride jp 
b&\e bo operated, that he thought sjt Wba tel 
doiqg'justice to them, and to to ai- 

that neither they por hip haf| vspf given 
a fyctippa opposition to*hi* fnaiejly> goveVu« 
menu Some of the r^ipectable persoifllfc 
• . 
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whom he htjd with such peculiar delicacy 
alluded as being totally unqualified for the 
situations they occupied, would, perhaps, 
W unable to a swer the observations of the 
right hon gentleman. He could not com¬ 
prehend that singularity of sentiment by 
Much the right hon g«-nt. seemed to be in* 
fluenCfd ; but he could not help recollecting 
that the introduction of that ri^ht hon gent, 
to public life, and eventually to the exalted 
situation to whuh he was lately elevated, 
W«8 principally to be a cribed to the early 
fb«nd*h'p of the noble lord (Hawke^bory) 
%ho lately fillfd the office of secretaiyof 
#ate for the foreign department.—He rose 
WOth the intention of adverting to uhat that 
right hon. gentleman had thrown out re¬ 
specting hU Mght hon frit rid *JVlr Adding¬ 
ton' i but when he u Acted that the object 
Of his speech was to conciliate gentlemen on 
tihe other s de ot the h‘»use; when he heard 
the mitigated and'desponding tone in which 
fee expressed himself, hr felt home compas¬ 
sion for the tight hon gentleman's situation, 
Hud a disinclination to lepH his rhaigc in the 
manner it deserved. Whit right, he would 
a<*k, had that rt. hon gentleman to charge 
the conduct of his right hon friend as a de 
rided system of opposition > By what title 
did he exclaim against all fair consideration 
of the meflhUiis now before them, as origi¬ 
nating rn a determination to gi\e an unqua¬ 
lified opposition to the measures of his ma¬ 
jesty’s government ? If the m<a»uie had 
come from a new and untried administration, 
as it wfls said, it would be fiir to try it on its 
ownf merits; but when it is not brought for¬ 
ward wuh either the advantages ot dib id van 
tages of novelty, but av a met sure whuh it 
is proposed to compare and prefer to another, 
ahrely u would not be tmgular in those who 
supported that plan whb whuh it wr» to be 
contrasted, to enter into a rigid examination 
of it, in th£hope of discovering sdme in¬ 
feriority in it to that which they had pro¬ 
posed Although he was not deposed to 
enter captiously or <ontentiou*!y into a dis 
CUSHion of the present bill, yet he was per¬ 
vaded the Iioumc would feel that he had 
#qpie title to do so, if hr were so inclined. 

right hon, gentleman had tiulyu&ted 
the question before the tmse to he between 
» measure qf a formei administration aqd the 
present plan. He could not view the bill 
before them in any better light than as a 
knere reduction of the mihlia. and Jby which 
the couptty g^Vdered an tffioienfr forqe, 
for the prtwjWi* chance bf raising, at* a dis¬ 
tant per^l, another description of fofee 
which anlglu pOsriWy be applicable to leas 
right lion, gentleman 


fjfttr 

had been pleased to expend much Of hi* wit 
in endeavouring to depreciate the merit of 
the measure which he had formerly intro¬ 
duced, and which was still before the house, 
professing himself incapable of comprehend* 
mg the principles upon which it was found¬ 
ed, He would neither take up the lime of 
the house in defending that measure, nor in 
explaining the principles upon whn b he had 
acted, of which the right hon gentleman 
seemed to have a very imperfect notion* 
With respect to the imputations which had 
been thrown out against his light hon. friend, 
the late chancellor of the exchequer, hte 
should only pay that the integrity and man¬ 
liness of his thiracter warranted him to de¬ 
clare in hts absence, that he never would be 
found to enter into any opposition that was 
not dictated by an imperious sense of public 
duty. 

Lord Henry Petty observed, that the right 
hon. gent who had spoken hst but one 
(Mr. Canning), had complained that all 
those who had opposed the present plan had 
set up in their own minds some imaginary 
standard to which they wished either to 
rai^e upot to bung down all projects tor pro¬ 
viding for the national defrnce, and that 
they rejected whatever did not minutely 
agiee with that stand trd. He must confess 
that, gem rally speaking, he should, in some 
measuie, fall under thnt censure, for he had 
also his standard by which lie wished to try 
it, and th it was neither more nor less than 
its practicability. He much doubted whe¬ 
ther n considerable, or^ indeed, any force, 
could be procured within any reasonable 
time, by the operation of the present bill, 
if it should pass into a law. In a financial 
view, his objections were even more decided 
against it, for as a tax, hi was p< rsuaded it 
would be found be th parti .1, oppressive, 
and unconstitutional The question was not 
now whether we were to submit to an ex¬ 
tended scheme of taxatn n, but whether we 
were to have equal and unequal but then*. 
He wou'd contend that the operation of the 
bill before thrm wou 5 d prove exceedingly un¬ 
equal, 1 and that some parishes would be 
nearly crushed by it, while others would 
scarcely ftel any effect from it. Jn populous 
neighbourhood*, whete wages were high, 
vhe consequence of a great demand for la¬ 
bour, it would be impossible to raise men, 
and those parishes must of necessity incur 
the penalty, winch would be an additional 
burthen to those that the natural operation 
of the laws, from local ciicdmstances. un¬ 
avoidably subjected them to. The clause 
for creating second battalion* had a ten¬ 
dency, in his yiew aT the subject, to W m 



low, instead of widening the weans’ of in* 
traduction to the army. Be coaid compare 
it to no other measure but the'qiiota act, in 
which, as it was said by aright hon. gent. 
(Mr. Addington), an assertion which he had 
never heard yet contradicted, the very worst 
description of the population of the country 
had been enlisted. He saw boih danger 
and risk in the bill before them, and would 
consequently give it every opposition in his 
power. 

Colonel Craufurd stated the objections 
wlrch he had formerly urged against the 
bill, and maintained the superiority of his 
plan for recruiting the army over the one 
now submitted to the country. 1 

Mr. Lee said it was immaterial to him by 
whom the plan was proposed. If the object 
of it was to provide for the defence of the 
country, that was a su iicient motive to in¬ 
duce him to give it his most cordial sup¬ 
port: one great objection to the measure, as 
it appeared to him, when the general ^out¬ 
line of it was first stated to the house, had 
been done away, namely, the principle of 
ballot 5 and, therefore, he thought it de¬ 
serving of a fair trial. /The hon. member 
defended the principles by which, the late 
administration had been guided, and gave 
his concurrence to the bill, which he regard¬ 
ed as an improvement upon that originally 
proposed by them. 

Mr. Addington .—Sir $ l have hbherto ab¬ 
stained from troubling the house with my 
sentiments on the bill before you, partly 
from an earnest wish to hear the opinions 
of others, and principally to see whether it 
might not, in its progress through the 
house, have received such amendments as 
might have tended to improve it ; although 
I had no expectation they would have re* 
moved the many great objections I have al¬ 
ways entertained against it. My principal 
motive, Sir, for now addressing you, is* to 
remove some tnisccmstruction of what I said 
when this measure was first introduced. It 
has, 1 understand, been imputed to me, 
that l wished* to defer to an undefined pe¬ 
riod, all measures for providing for Our na¬ 
tional defence. That no such sentiment 
was ever entertained by me, ^require no 
better proof than a reference to a bill now 
on your table; a bill not defunct, as it has 
been stated, but to which it is within the 
competence of parliament to give vigour and 
operation to morrow. That bill was calcu¬ 
lated* to raise a large additional force, and 
by means, I flatter myself, more expeditious 
and less burthensome than any that tbe pre* 
aent measure can offer to the country I 
trusty Sir, the house will excuse me in re- 
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pellifig that most unfounded charge, that I 
was willing to delay arty measure for the 
defence of the country. Sir, the opinion 
which I then delivered did, not deserve the' 
imputation of a tendency to procrastinate 
all active exertion for the protection of the 
state. Tile grounds upon which I gave that, 
opinion merited more gratitude th'ift has 
been bestowed on them by those wflo pro¬ 
fess to direct their political conduct by the 
best print pl^s of the constitution I never 
wished, Sir, to throw any delay in the way 
of the national defence; I only wished that 
a measure, which involved in itself great 
constitutional considerations, should stand 
over to another session. The grounds on 
which I proposed the suspension of the army 
of reserve act were, that it interfered with 
the regular recruiting service. We proposed 
to raise 18 battalions, ofj,OQOrneo each ; 
we proposed to augment the Irish militia fp 
10,000 men; we proposed to fill up the de'- 
ficiencies to the militia of G. Britain : those 
were the measures which we bad in con¬ 
templation, for maintaining the security of 
the country, and asserting our national rank 
in the scale of nations ; and I leave it 10 the 
candour of the house, whether they deserve 
the imputation of a wish to delay any mea¬ 
sure for the national defence. A right hort* 
gent, now at the head of his Majesty’s cqu^ 
oils, stated to the house, that it was neces¬ 
sary to create a great addition to our force, 
and he induced a great number of members 
to coincide with him, and to defer the $u$* 
pension of that measure, from the effect of 
which we looked to a considerable accession 
to our disposable s force. When he opened 
his.plan, 1 understood that tire practice of 
ballot was to have been persevered in j now 
1 find that idea is abandoned; and am there¬ 
fore warranted in pronouncing, that the 
present measure has only commuted a pri;^- 
ciple of rigour for one of inefficiency. Sif, 

1 do not mean to trespass much upon this 
indulgence of the house, but I owe it 
those gentlemen who We honoured me 
with their support, to state why 1 prdfct? 
those measures in wbtah they have coincided, 
to the present one. Notwithstanding all the 
mortifications that I have been subjected to* 
notwithstanding alt the odium that some 
persons have endeavoured to throw on tfijr 
efforts for the improvement of the national 
security, 1 have had tWbappiness of ttdMg/ 
and of hearing the house declare* that oar 
qjditary force was every way equal Jpmt 
| defence, and to meet the most desperate a^- 
of the enemy. That nature, 
much defied, the army pf reserveact, pro¬ 
duced no less than 32 ><XX) men * witbia th® 
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Course of the last year we drew from our popu- * 
letion no less than 200 000 for the supply of 
the army and navy, aod with all this immense 
drain* there was, in the mean time, scarce- 
ly any deficiency in the regular recruiting 
I say then, Sir, the experience of the last 
year has not constituted such a necessity as 
should induce thi« house to sanction a mea¬ 
sure so unconstitutional and objectionable 
as that btfore you. The object of the pre¬ 
sent measure, as stated by the right bon. 
gent, embraces three points. It is pro¬ 
posed by it, to remove all difficulties in the 
way of recruiting, to provide for the de¬ 
ficiencies that have occurred* and to create 
a great disposable force. Sir, I am not one 
of those who, on every unimportant occasion, 
think it right to throw constitutional dif¬ 
ficulties in the way of measures that may be 
proposed ; but I must confess that the ex¬ 
perience of the last ta years has disposed 
me to look rather with a jealous eye en 
any measure that tends to create a great 
permanent force not directly under the 
Control of parliament, I would draw as 
ipuch military efficiency as I could from the 
country* but without creating such an al¬ 
teration in our domestic habits as might by 
any possibility tend to endanger the con¬ 
stitution. We, Sir, possess a constitutional 
army, against any reduction of which I 
must express my dis ^probation. I think, 
Sir, that army should always be commen¬ 
surate with what is called the regular mi¬ 
litary force of the empire, and it was upon 
that principle the militia v\ as increased to 
ya,ooo men two years ago. This house, I 
think, should never forego this truly con¬ 
stitutional principle, which is at the same 
time the best safeguard of its independence, 
whether attacked by domestic treason or 
foreign hostility. I do not sec any sound 
reason for not adhering to the principle of 
ballot as applicable to our militia force. 
By relinquishing it you give up 7,000 mi¬ 
litia, without the certainty of raising a 
single man for general service. The pro¬ 
posal also of employing parish officers as 
recruiting serjeants, is in my mind not the 
least objectionable feature of the bill, as 
by it you endanger that haimony which it 
is to be desired may alway exist among the 
lower orders of the people. Nor do I 
think this mode of recruiting likely to be 
effectual, or su^mpsful among those who 
in the thoughf%^lmartty of the moment at 
fairs and qfoVkets are sometimes induced 
to surrender themselves to a recruiting ser- 
jeant. No, 8ir, they will lie by, as it ft 
called, for the botinty $ they will get as 
they can* they will first go into 


this probationary army, into those second 
battalions for the bounty ot i» guineas* 
a^d they will probably afterwards, perhaps 
to a considerable number, enlist into the 
regular battalions for the farther bounty of 
ten guineas. I must confess that with 
every disposition on my part to give effect 
to every measure that has for its object 
the national defence, I cannot consider the 
present plan as one likely tobeveryofti* 
cient in thar respect For domestic defence 
I should prefer ot r national militia, and for 
foreign service I hink it can bear no com¬ 
parison with our regular army. It m my 
mind is so decidedly objectionable 111 a con- # 
*stitntionaI view, that I think there is scarce¬ 
ly an objection which has b< en ever urged 
against a permanent standing army, that it 
is not fully liable to. The supporters of the 
present plan are lavish in their praises of 
one great advantage, the mildness of its 
opeiation, which it possesses oxer a former 
measure. But, Sir, this is a lenitive quality 
which it has very lately acquired, for at its 
first introduction, the principle of ba'lofc 
was predominant in it. I do not object to 
it on that account, for f, and th»>.e with 
whom I bad the honour to act, from a con¬ 
viction of the inefficacy of that austere 
measure, wished to suspend it. I always 
lamented the rigour of that measure, but 
it was justified by the necessity of the state, 
and the momentous crisis in winch we 
were placed. I think it may be fairly urged 
against the present plan*. j* <‘ r y a ^ es 
in effect two bodies of militia 5 for this he¬ 
terogeneous force, *it seems, is to be called 
out in time of peace as regularly as the 
constitutional militia of the country.—*1 un¬ 
derstand some comments have been made 
on my conduct by a right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Canning), during my temporary absence. 
To these I do not think it necessary for me 
to make any reply. I will make no pro¬ 
fessions ; I know the motives by w hich my 
conduct has been governed 5 they ..atisfy 
myself, and they were such as obtained the 
approbation of this house. By those mo¬ 
tives I shall be influenced in whatever 
share I may take in the discussion of such 
measures as*teiay be proposed to us, and 
those motives have determined me to give 
my most decided and conscientious opposi¬ 
tion to Represent bill. 

Mr. Sheridan.— Sir ; to the arguments 
which have been urged in support ot the 
measure before the house, the rt* hon. geht* 
who has just sat down has given such a 
fall and fair reply, that I do not think it 
necessary to enter so fully into the subject 
as I had otherwise intended* The 
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tions offered to this bill have been so for¬ 
cibly maintained by that rt. hon. gent. ,and 
he has put the subject upon such clear and 
constitutional grounds* that 1 should de¬ 
cline troubling the house upon this occa¬ 
sion, if it were not for the observations of 
my rt. hon. friend (Mr. Canning), who 
has not confined himself to the bill under 
consideration, but has thought proper to 
introduce matter not strictly relevant, but 
yet ot infinitely more importance than the 
bill itself; I mean my rt. hon/friend’s aU 
lusion to the degree of confidence to which 
the present administration is entitled. My 
rt. hon friend stated that he was not dis¬ 
posed to adulation towards his rt. hon. 
friend who sits near him (Mr. Pitt), and 
for whom, no doubt, he entertains the 
most sincere respect and regard. I hope 
he will do me the justice to think, that i 
am equally incapable of adulation towards 
my rt. hon. friend on the same bench with mo 
(Mr. Fox). I certainly am no flatterer, al¬ 
though, m point of attachment to my it. 
hon. friend, I will not 3xcld to that whch 
my it. hon. friend on I he opposite side cam 
or does profess to feel for his rt. hon friend 
beside him ; with tins difference, however, 
on my part, that my attachment to my hon. 
friend on this side of the house is of a 
much longer standing—that it is the first, 
the strongest, and the only political attach¬ 
ment of my life. But my rt. hon. friend 
disclaims adulation towards his rt. hon. 
friend, and, indeed, he seems to me to 
have had no occasion to do so, for he cer¬ 
tainly did not at all deal in it; on the con¬ 
trary, he has taken occasion to pronounce 
upon the conduct of his rt. hon. friend one 
of the bitterest satires that could well 
be imagined. My rt. hon. iiicnd expresses 
hissurprise that we who oppose tins bill can 
contrive to co-opcrate, and that we can 
avoid quarrelling when we get together in 
the lobby; but is it uot equally, if not 
more, a matter of surprise, that lie can 
, avoid quarrelling with some of his friends 
near him, to whom he has been so very 
lately in decided opposition, and particu¬ 
larly with the noble lord (Castlereagh) 
who appears now to have determined 
which of the two strings he should put 
to hisbpw.” (see p, 312). If my rt. hon, 
friend will look at those about him he will 
find that the 90 nplimenu and the censure 
which he meant for.the rt, hon. gent, on the 
lowerbench{Mr. Addington) were applica¬ 
ble also to some of his present connexions. 
Whatever praise or condemnation‘applies 
to the 009, applies equally to the other, 
\vfob this difference, that the compliment ; 


called forth by the retirement of the one 
from office, when the,voice of parliament 
and the country called for it, is not do* 
seived by the other, who still remains in 
pouer. Some pail of the administration 
of the rt, hon. gent, on the louer bench 1 
most cordially approved, and his intentious 
in e\cry instance 1 respected, because I 
firmly believed them to be pure and 
nourubie. I thought I saw in many promts 
nent, features ct his administration, a tCr, 
gard fur the rights and feelings of the com**, 
munity, and an attachment to the consti¬ 
tution of the ccun ry ; and it gave me 
great pain to find, that in my support of; 
that rt. hon. gent. 1 was compelled on se¬ 
veral occasions to ditlei fiom my dearest 
friends, but 1 new say ot that rt. horn 
gent’s, ministerial career, that his entering 
into office was a sacrifice ; his going out a 
triumph. But did my rt. hon. friend, I 
would ask him, mean it ^ a compliment to 
the rt. hon. gent, that immediately upon 
hi* retiiemcnt from office, he started into 
an opeq, manly, and systematic opposition, 
or did he mean it as an indirect sarcasm 
upon the conduct of his rt. hon. friend ? 
When the rt. hon, gent, went out'ofoffice, 
he gave 110 insidious pi onuses of sup* 
port. He did not lake liU scat irame* 
diatcly behind his-succc-s^, professing and 
pretending to protect him, by ail the aids 
of his talents and his influence, and desert¬ 
ing him when his aid was most wanted. 
He did not, when direct accusations, and 
threatened impeachments, and every other 
mode of determined opposition, was em¬ 
ployed against him, he did not come down 
to the hnu«e, and offer him the shabby 
slicker of the pi evious question, which to 
have agreed to, would have conferred 
eternal disgrace on ihosc who com posed 
the leading pait of the late administration- ' 
No, says my rt. hon. friend, that was not 
his conduct. He went at once into a fair, a 
manly, and an open opposition. Why then. 
Sir, what must we think of tho«e who 
having experienced all this, have never* 
theless become the supporters of the pre¬ 
sent arrangement, as it is called 5 who have 
not adopted this 4i fair, manly, open'* 
system of opposition, which he affects to 
compliment; but have acted, in a way di¬ 
rectly contrary to what he has affected to 
panegyrise ? Nothing, he says, in the rV 
hon. ggn^’s. ministerial capacity, was 4$. 
becoming of him, as his leaving his situa* 
tion. When that rt. hon. gent, found him* 
self opposed by so formidable a minority 
in this home, he retired from the helm, fatt 
which bo has my right howu friend’* w*.. 



qualified eulogium. Why then, Sjj\ I m to 
expert, if fie deserves suet) approbation for 
that conduct, in having taken the broad 
tiiai that v\as given him, that my rt. hon. 
friend will line no lime in advising the rt. 
Jion. gent, opposite (Mr Pitt) to pursue a 
similar line of conduct, and entitle hitfiself 
equally to his high approbation,* But what 
will he say of tne 6 members of the last 
adtqinistraiion, who, instead of adopting 
the same noble plan of action, which would 
have given them a claim to his praise, have 
thought it mere advisable to keep tbeir 

{ daces and stay in ? ){ the one line of acti¬ 
ng be so op.n, fair, and manly, sure¬ 
ty the other must be, in my it. hon. friend's 
opinion, equally mean, shabby, and un- 
tM&coitting but yet, without any explana¬ 
tion or justification of himself, he $eems 
perfectly content to take ar. official situation, 
arid act under them. But there is yet one 
Cpnsolathn remaining. His praises are, 
tjevond hi 5 doubt, sincere, and I bppe^be 
-will, in a just regard to the consistency*of 
his sentiments, give a similar hint to his rt. 
hon. friend, and shew to him also the pru¬ 
dence, and indeed the necessity of retiring, 
iftie lasfmtnisler did retire when he found 
he had no greater a majority than 37 ; 
purely then, if it were necessary, or at 
least prudent, for him to give up in such 
circumstances, it must appear advisable for 
hurt. hon. friend to yie’d in his turn, when 
be can only count upon a majority of 28. 
% hope, therefore, that my rt. hon. friend 
Will induce him to follow that noble, pa¬ 
triotic, and gallant example, and not dream 
hi going on with a small, miserable, and 

J itiful majority, such as no minister can 
link an honour to him. Let him not per- 
fffel Jn keeping his place, when jbe finds, 
*hd must deeply feel, that he has lost the 
confidence of the great interests of the 
Country, and of the members of this house. 
•^My rt. hon. friend has told the house 

S iat he, as much as am man in the king- 
om, wished for the formation pf an ad¬ 
ministration, on a broad and comprehensive 
scale. No man in the country, fie says, 

S is more disappointed than himself, in the 
lutre of those hop s and wishes which he 
entertained upon that important subject. Sir$ 
I him.. 1 think he is sincere in that 

^eclkr^lon, and every view I can taks of 
Ifibli^ipattara,, ten }i to confirm me in that 
c^nidn j for when be considers wbahhis rt. 
frfrnd once was, and what he now is 1 
readily persuaded, that he must * be fn- 
JjSj&ed to entertain such wishes and hop**, 
^e'says. his rt, hou, fiend has t ken a si- 
iu which there is mpeh difficulty and 


| dapger, I believe that both h* and^fe *t. 

/ hoo, friend know and feel iff and J be¬ 
lieve more, that his rt. horn, friend has no 
idea that this administration can, or that it 
ought to last i fdt they must be aware# that 
it is an arrangement which has excited dis¬ 
content and complaint through every part 
of the country. It is, indeed, an ar¬ 
rangement of such a nature, that my rt. 
hon. friend thinks it necessary to offer 
something in the shape of an apology 
for the palrt he has taken in it. My 
rt. hon. friend has taken occasion in some 
degree to contrast his attachment to his 
rt. hon. friend at the head of the ad¬ 
ministration, with my attachment to my* 
hon. friend beside me (M. Fox) j but theio 
is this difference between us, that 1 
can never follow the same fine as that 
which tny rt. hon. frimd has done this night 
to excuse bis acceptance of a high office 
Under the administration of his rt. hon. 
friend. I do not feel it necessary to enter 
into any justification of my attachment to 
my hon. friend ; for although I do not find 
4nm holding one of the first orhees in the 
govt., I see him surrounded with honour; 
although 1 do not find him leading a cabinet, 

I see him followed by all the rank and cha¬ 
racter, and population of the country. I see 
him resto ed to the friendship of those good 
and great men, from whom he ought' never 
to have been separated. In a word, the 
public character of my hon. friend never 
stood upon a more exalted eminence than it 
does at present. My rt. hon friend, in the 
course of the justification which he has at¬ 
tempted for his conduct in co-operating with 
his rt. lion, frietid, has dwelt a good deal 
upon tfie happy event of the removal of what 
he termed the late inefficient ministers; but 
my ,rt. hon. friend seemed to forget that that 
removal was far from being complete. To 
be sure, some of those, with whom my rt. 
boo, friend professed to have,beep dissatis¬ 
fied, have been removed, He waS dissatis¬ 
fied with the conduct of the department for 
foreign affairs, and ^therefore oqt goes my 
Lord Hawkesbury: and here. Sir, with 
grief and vexation I perceive that that noble 
lord has put the seal to his own condemna¬ 
tion; that being charged with mismanage* 
meat and incapacity, he consents tq be de¬ 
graded in order to make room for another 
noble lord (Harrowby), who certainly he* 
yet to prove his ability, end who i as at least 
no experience to recommend him. But this 
alone was not enough to satisfy my rt. hon. 
fnend aftd to reconcile him to the <admini- 
stratum He disliked the conduct of the 
admiralty, end therefore that siily^ W^r 



fist ' ,' 

ble pfcrfoti, St. Vincent, Is removed 5 sobjeetnnw.Thosepersbnsveryprobablysaidt 

and his place is filled by that most tried and ‘give us ribbands, give us places give us titles* 

experienced seafiiafc, Lord Melville. The for God's sake, do any thing but give us 

military department did hot please him, and your panegyric : if you praise us, both you 

therefore that most military personage, and we shall be laughed at."— Myrt hon. 

Lord Camden, who, So far from being For- friend has frequently said, “ away with the 
merly considered a man eminently qualified cant of measures, give us men j as it was 
for military affairs, was removed from the not the harness, bui the horses which drew 
govt of Ireland, in troublesome times, to the carriagebut I would ask my rt. hon. 
make way for the Marquis Cornwallis, is friend, what is to become of the harne^and 
now discovered to be the fittest person to carriage with such horses as bis rt hoh. 
preside over the war department, in the friend has now engaged ? There are si* of 
present important situation of the country, them that are old, and six juw The fur* 

But, after all, there is another change,.and mer are part of that (e slow paced lumpish, 
that ts one.made in what my rt; hon. friend aukward administration,” upon which my 
considers the great situation which regulates rt. hon. friend so severely commented last 
and directs all the rest; this chioge is made $ session. They of course can be of no use, 
jn favour of the rt. hon.gent: opposite (Mr. and so the 6hew nags will have to draw 
fcitt); and to that, as a matter of change, I not only the carriage, but those 6 heavy 
have nothing to say. It must, however, be cast-off blacks along with it. Now, if in 
remembered by all, for it is not a very old such a situation my rt v hon. friend does not 
affair, that the last administration was com- led himself embarrassed! and anxious for 
posed of ten members 5 now of these ten, the release of bis rt. hon. friend and himself, 
six actual^ remain. My tt. hon. friend he cannot have that feeling of dignity and 
declares, in the warmth of his desires, for solicitude for honourable reputation, I am 
the prosperity of his friend's undertaking, willing to ascribe to him.—‘Among the ar* 

that he wishes he had abler supporters. One guments advanced by* my rt. hon. friend in 

would suppose that the disbarred 4 were the favour of the bill before the house, there 
unsound and rotten part of the ministry. were some which struck me to be very ex- , 
But it happens rather oddly, that those 4 traordinary indeed — [Here there was a short 
were the very portion of the last admimstra- pause on the part of Mr. S , who h id mig- 

tion that were recom iienned to the support laid some papers, but which was relieved by 

of this house, by the eloquent eulogiums his observing, that the gentlemen opposite 
of the rt. hon. grnt. opposite 5 the other 6 would not be sorry that he had lost his 

he never m otioned. Lord Hawkesbury notes.]—My rt. bon friend says, that it is 

was so eminently qualified for the foreign Unfair to judge of this measure, merely as a 
department,” that he was matched with n»y measure to augment the army ; but that we 
hoi. frie d (Mr. Fox). The noble lord’s are to judge of it under alt the circumstances 
qualificati ns have, however, as I suppose, that attend its introduction into this house, 
yielded to the vast and superior acquire- He says, here are all the volunteers, all 
menu of Lord Harrowby. Of Lord St. the sea fencibles, all the militia, and all the 
Vincent, “ it was quite enough to name other different descriptions of force which * 
him; he was the glory of the British navy, are already embodied, and there is not enough 
and the terror of all our foes." But wc left of the population of the country, that are 

have upt yet heard of any praises upon any disposed or fitted for martial exercises, to ro¬ 

of the newly appointed successors of those cruit from, according to what the exigencies 
noble persons. Perhaps th 4 rt. hon. gent, of the limes, or the hoprs of gentlemen may 
has at last found out that his panegyrics are suggest. Now, Sir, before the rt. hon. gent, 
not exactly the best recommendations in the got into his present situation, he did not 
world. Considering the fate of his former make atty such allowances for his predeces* 
recommendations, I should not be surprisftcLJyiors, He seenfld 10 have no idea of that 
to heir ih 4 a positive agreement had beetP *Pkind. He bad agreed to all their various 
entered into by the new ministers, that the measures of public defence, and then hp 
rt. hon. gent, should not say a word about comes down to the house, and peremptorily 
them. He has certainly shewn a great demands new measures of vigour and efficacy^ 
knowledge of human nature in hi$ Dutch without the slightest possible allowance for 
expedition 5 and an equal degree, perhaps, any consideration of circumstance! of any 
in avoiding tl>e praxes of his new colleagues, kind whatever. But now, says the rt. hoi*. 

As he praised the 4 l>e has turned* out, so, gent., objections are raised, which spring 
tlrdently, he is undoubtedly entitled to some only from warm i magi nation* respecting ' 
riaipas tor modesty in saying nothing on that some prodigious matters of'expectation* ira- 
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' possible lobe realized. Bat, Sir, who creat¬ 
ed that expectation ? Why, himself, He 
reviled the last ministry for npt bringing for¬ 
ward something commensurate to the extent 
of our difficulties and dangers, and held him- 
seif forward as the possessor of plans suffi¬ 
cient to rescue us from all our evils. ( Oh/ 
wys he, c I shall just give you an outline of 
my scheme ; but, when I get in, I will shew 
jyou what ought to be done. I’ll give you 
the plan that is wanted to set you all tight.’ 
Why, Sir, we certainly did look with no 
small expectation, and with eager curiosity 
and anticipation, to see what was coming 
forward ; to see what armed Minerva was to 
spring from the head of this political Jupiter; 
and not a little surprized, indeed, were weaj 
*11, at the sight of this little pupy rirketty 
bantling, who, after being sent to the parish 
nurse, wil 1 never have gristle nor bone enough 
to attain the age of * manhood. Who is 
the man. Sir, tbat*has disappointed thehouffe 
and the country, but he who has been so 
yauntmg and gigantic in promises, and so 
$mny and miserable in performance?—The 
object of this bill is taxation. It is A farce 
to call it a b 11 to raisetnen. It is ab 11 to tax* 
all the landed property of ?li r country. It is 
a tax operaii g in the most unfair and igno¬ 
ble roannrr. if goe* to vnfoice confiscation, 
where there is no forfeiture, hues where there 
are no offences,punishments whe e noenmes 
are committed. But the rt. hon. gent, knows, 
as well as 1 can tell him, that such a mca 
aure as this will not succeed. * Supposing, 
however, that the parishes were to raise the 
men in the manner now proposed by this 
bill — a most extraordinary supposition I ad¬ 
mit—why, Sir, I believe the rt. hon. gent. 
Would be much in the same situation as he 
Was in the other morning, when he suddenly 
discovered that the principals who were 
drawn for the army of reserve bore but a 
email proportion to the number of substi¬ 
tutes. No man could be more surprised, or 
in a greater state of embarrassment than he, 
at such an unexpected event, I really believe.; 
But what would he do in that case ? He 
would call for the officers. But where would 
where could he, find (Tor 7,000 officers? 
He would be flurried and^eazed by the ui 
expected success of his own scheme. But ll 
us assume that his second battalion is com¬ 
plete officered, the rancours be- 

tween;0p^o battalions would be curious 
enock©# We well know, that these can be 
pScipline where the officers of ajroilitery 
|s have favours to ask or to expect of {heir 
m If the men should be found tippling 
wasting their tifoe, they may make a to- 
tale excuse, that they are only doing their 



duty to gain over the second battalion. In 
fact, the bill might be fairly intituled, a bill 
for the better destruction of all military dis¬ 
cipline. , My rt. hon. friend below me (Mr, 
Windham) seems to think only of a large 
permanent regular army, as the means of de¬ 
fending this country against an invading 
enemy. Some recommend a limited tune 
of service. For myself, Sir, I he), upon a 
view of all the arguments, disposed both in 
favour of a service jimited for trrie and i- 
mited in space. To sending t(oops, how¬ 
ever, to the West Indies, 1 would send tbofte 
only who might be considried as sea*»oftfcd 
soldiersj not raw recruits, such aspr»isht-d t 
in the charnel house of Saint Domingo. 
Who respect to the army, however, 1 wish 
to observe, that in my opinion men -hould 
be enlisted for that service, not only oh 
terms limited as to time, but as to placer 
The latter regulation would tend to save 
the lives; of many soldiers, white thr policy 
ot the former is so generally acknowledged, 
and has been so often discussed, th<u the 
Surprise is, that ministers hesitate t act 
Upon it. Upon this question, as to the 
augmentation of our regular arm*, I cannot 
forbear to■•say, that I always look upon such 
augmentation with jealousy* l would net 
risk the liberties of the country, by the mi- 
largewnt of our standing army If 1 were 
a^ked whether I would not rather trust our 
defertcr in the .field against the attack of a 
foreign foe, to regular tioops, 1 would im¬ 
mediately answer in the affirmative, still, 
however, keeping in view the compiomite 
between difficulties, the necessity of secur¬ 
ing our freedom against the influence' and 
power of a large standing army I would 
have our volunteers and militia aided by a 
due proportion of the regular army. * The 
people of this country are competent to the r 
own defence, and are ready to take the tone 
from those abbve tliem. They have a regard 
for the high Station which fteemeu may be 
supposed to tCel; they have none of the 
slavish attachment to clans but they look up 
to their superiors, and I use this wo r d in its 
liberal souse j they look up to you, their su¬ 
periors, with confidence, because you do not 
look down on them with insult. Give, 
then, to such a people proper example an& 
eftcouragepenf, and you will not hatfe any 
occasion to look for a large standing army to 
defend yottr country. The pepple of Eng¬ 
land know the value of the objects for which 1 
they ha ye to contend, They feel that, from 
the Constitution* Of the society in which they 
live, there ifc nothing of honour, emolumehn 
or wealth, which is not within the reach of 
a man of merit. The landlord, the sb&f- 
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keeper, * sensible that 

bt Ucoaiendmg not *»«*ly for what he pos- 
hw, hot for everything of import wee the 

country contain* i ** d * w ®“* d cad on lbe 
humblest peasant to pot forth hi* endeavours 
in the national straggle to defend hw son* 
title to the Great Seal of .England. Acting 
upon this plant employing proper means to 
animate the'country, would render it uDne-* 
ceisary to hire an army to defend ns or to 
resist any eriemy. It Is because I am a$t»* 
bod of this tact, because I know that in this 
important conjuncture, which to strongly de¬ 
mands the valour of the brave, tbe vigour qf 
the ptropg. the means of the wealthy- and 
the couodte rtf tbe wise, wus ©cunW^btaift xll 

tliat is requisite by operating judiciously up¬ 
on the character of the people, that I object 
to the frequent call for an increase of our re¬ 
gular army, as I know that suoh increase 
must invest the executive govt, with a power 
dangerous to the cxisteuc® of libsfty* I 
object to it* 1 like art array of the people* 
because no people wefce ever found to com¬ 
mit a fib 4$ it upon iJateir own liberty** but 
I dislike a large standing array* \xmw* I 
never knew popular liberty *o any sta*U brag 
to survive suck an rtstglfoshmertfc If « up* 
on these grounds font I #wpprwve of fort 
sentiments so often urged as to the augmen¬ 
tation of the regular array* and particularly 
by an officer (Col* Cranford) whose infor¬ 
mation* upon military subjects is no doubt 
entitled to tbe utmost respect} but whatever 
may be his information and experience mp* 
military topics# *f he had foe ability of foe 
.Archduke Charles, rtrtUl hrtfosll } 0< * at foe 
whole of the subject* until h« shall examine 
it at a statesman, with a ranted attention to 
the rights of the people aad foe 
fence of the country, t oararat deter to his 
opinions. With regard to foe ptinciple rtp* 
on which the present admmistration is forra^ 
ed, l shall ccmviude with a fow ofcjwwrtupflp. 
The cause of tlic exclusion, which te »u #i>Ch 
and so justly complained of, we arrt aU tote* 
Vflble well able to conjecture* but it would 
he, I %m aware# indecorous to describe it to 
this house, t know te would be urtpafod 
ipentary to introduce into debate any 
cuter allusion to tbjs cirouratfance. ' 
personage, Imwever* to whom 4 were, I 
cannot speak front any particular knowledge * 
hut of him who is next ip rank and cotjsf- 
qocpce* I can aay# that that iiloatrioiia Per¬ 
sonage, whoa© name l know my duty too 
‘ well to meutwKi, who stood forward el pc 
commencement,pf foe war# displaying a 
* ble egsraple ot hisufob to prcaitoto unapt- 
*$y 4 *r*ily 41 parlies roupd the ytowdpf 
the country, entertains Oo political pr^uuice 
* Vol. II. 



against soy public man j though, Godknows, 
he has bad much to forgive, Far however 
from indulging resentment, I am sure that 
he would be foiward tp accept of the ser¬ 
vices of any political character who could 
contribute in this great crisis to the safety of 
foe empire. _ , 

The Chancellor of the Exchequers Sir, jn 
foeobservations which I mean to offer to the 
house, I shall confine my^lf to foe tetter 
part of the speech of the hoc. gent. * bp- 
OSUse, extricated from the variety of desul¬ 
tory remarks and extraneous matter which be 
his produced*^ is the only part that comes 
at all nertr to the real question I mean 
foe view of foe question, as it affects the 
constitution, the iharacter, and genius of the 
country, 0pon this subject, a great many 
doctrines hove been broached, and many 
foodies bav«b«rto brought forward to daxxle 
foe imagination. Thclioo. gent, who spokp 
test, has, io foe most beautiful language, and 
that ©aotivatjag style of eloquence peculiar 
tohiS, Sd it down as the privilege and 
pierogstfye of opr happy constitution, and 
foe ebaracterestic quality of the gemqs and 
spirit <#foe nation, that the people can be 
bter*dhd% sod consolidated into a military 
!«,», mpre fit for its protection than a regu¬ 
lar Standing army.' Now this >s the very 
principle for which every one of u» ba* con¬ 
tended, the vetv system which we all wish 
to establish. We always admitted the zeal 
of the country, and applauded Its noble and 
patriotic devotion. In these ftelings we per¬ 
fectly agree with the non. gent j hut, roach 
a. we admire that military .pint and entha- 
tlaro, few, I believe, would be inclined to 
Misfi it to the extent which the hon. gent, 
wishes! for his argument* in its full latitude, 
i* neither mow nor less than this, that in the 

present state, of Europewe are pot to look up 

in a standing army. Now, Sir, 'viHiout ex- 
amining that pmttion too njinutely. I say, 
whatever may be the sufgctency of the spirit 
and courage of the mass of the people fat 
ibe» own protection, itis our duty, ,n justice 
co our country, to protect the spirt'^ to epqre 
that courage, and, by the formation of a re- 

^Woojrf thoKh^vSonteere whobai 
toward With so much a^n.y, at# 

p&x&srf&jx 

foam Anottg tbe neces^ymeans. .“ "*?» 
thfin, the question i» only to w Mj 
neuter force is to be maintained; and fref#* 
Sa s two other questions necessarily arise: 
first, whether.we hav^ at present A standing 
» A* . 
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army of sufficient strength uoder all the ctr« 
OMm$tanees in vdlich we are placed ? and, 
secondly, if we had not, whether the present 
/measure is not the 1$$ dlibde’thet'&itl t^de- 
vised to supply, the deficient ? Aa to the 
first quesiion A it %vould be idle to #rg;ue jt.' 
‘Every 

tp well the h% geiit: ''obj&ilnf 
■dan), 88 the r&ljok ^. 

^dfngton), 'admitCme M^Mtjp v i^#ther 
cxerfions, hot mer$y £0^%e"'|ifut l |o8V<)f "a 
general defence, hor the extension of phi 
military system, t» all Ipoasible ways wlijh 
ingenuity might devise and contrive r bufin 
the Very line and course now Vecomth^nded, 
and fo»* the very specific and identical ptif* 
^0§e of a tegular army If then the necea* 
ally Of an increased regular* force be adihit*- 
teQy IVtsh to know how the oWectioh bpoo 



of oar force , but this is fetM***# spirit: of 
‘iny plan, as it proposes teflfice a{Lthe Ipfid- 
'flig and principal members of that force ii» 
On their proper and respective fouodatioBS. 

‘ Now if we are to took to the tebfturUp Of 
these different species of force, We non Sflto 
look to what ere to be proper propor¬ 
tions. Some say'tbe militia WBfitaJbfttWt. 
to exact that extent which siumll m*W k lt a 
balance to the tegular army?f disapprove of 
this view of the subject t the beutute and 
the warfare to Which I’ look, 'tfisfby which , 
'1 estimate, are, as it relates to the enemy, as 
If is more or less competent to mtyt the foe, 
hod, defend the country from the aitJack of 
the external foe, and not in Telatidn to toy 
equipoise between the regular and irregtour 
ftkee, or the eoHItf of dividing and #b$h 
tiding them, with * view to pPodutStfahlMrtw- 
ility. Of th« taftftefe I «dV, that tu wd* 
M^hlve contottfed t&e«liw«'- A ’ '' ' 

fisddnitjWliaoal ten# 1 k * " 
men have nrovfed if 

er thto its i 

.% M«Wn 

smflu^beltodls topsWto 

* 111 ' 


, «COnstitOtidt 
, i^'fhatiHoogh Httthto 
11 tafjtA to Iteive it higher 
r-,-’— n^gronPS tofpjpln of the redpe- 

eonohautwi principles, it itaght to 
. 1 only owim.tKat the excesfsball he 
of, end app%l to a moreatoillble 
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army. According, to the bill of rights, I have 
always understood, that to keep up a stand¬ 
ing army in time of peace,without the Consent 
of parliament, is contrary to law. Th%, I 
conceive;:to 1 bef'thfe pneipte of ttiat bill. 
But how did I Vfeffafe ft by proposing to 
in time rif war, 
wirlj'the fistosmOf parliament i arifitmy; tob, 
tomrfAi$lr "to tltdimtititiy-Mili and unobjefr- 
tionaUe; I- think', in many other respects, 
pSttiddlariy after the clause Which' I moved 
this day, mat it was not to remain embodied 
JongCr thin 6 months after the signing of a 
definitive tioaty of peace; and to be Subject, 
white so embodied, to martial law ? $ Such 
being the case, I givegentlemen all the be¬ 
nefit of the arguments derived from the bill 
if right* and the spirit and pracifce of Oifir 
attceeton^-Now, Sir, in reference to the 
state of Europe, let ua see liow this measure 
Operates upon our'future safety.. Unless we 
satn be ptefectlysure, Sod indeed I know not 
utjf dagrdo or foresight and s'agacity that 
shddld pout u* to suppose that it would not 
tte miy and prtadmption to be tore 5 unless, 
1 'say* wo rah be perfectly’ sure, that* at the 
ettdlaf the present war, and when that pe- 
teod shall arrive, wq hive no mean# to cal¬ 
culate Of ascertain, W *> Shall See Europe and 
PiMae reduced to such a state, that we may 
rfftara to Our old system 1 } Unless we shut our 
^pes told are witfplly blind to our destruction. 


we may tend ourselves 
titeke the country a ' 
than it e 

w 

m 
nil 



for«years to 
lit ary nation 
thought neces- 
case, there are 
h be effected ; 
tion of a large 
bebrotight forward 
iiadden emergency, 
which, though 
Vlwm are not ne- 

^ ieprodOO# : ^s occasion 
\ Thbi«! who Itek back to the 
mm fit fbe' CtrtBroeoCeroen t of the 
" topt w»r,faintot surely forget howdeslra- 
& Wawd have bqeOyhad we attained that 
, . ;e fit wfrftA We twe only now arrived, 
tfter several months Of anxiety and protract- 
fid mid im *» experience will 
yofi »»go 'have a regular force, which is 
only dCMfint while embodied, or a force 
wmfdl may be produced for the necessary 
occasion without toe constitutional objec¬ 
tion to a large regular army ? Even the 
very persons who ate jealous of a standing 
army lq peace, recommend it in war; and 
the present measure is such as may be easily 
, efficient when necessary, and facilitates the 
*“init«ir of the reguiarfqrce. Upon even 
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ground of public safety and economy, it is 
particularly reconjiocuded * to those who 
would have a large force in war, and a 
small one in peace. It i» the means of a 
provisional force, which is attended with no 
expense in peac^ and may in time of war 
bo rapidly brought forward for the emer¬ 
gency .«~A rt. hon, gent. (Mr. Addington) 
says, it is not wise to change the character, 
manners, and habits of the people. The 
general principle is tight 5 but if it be ne¬ 
cessary to have a large force, I ask, what is - 
90 little likely to Interfere with the habits 
and manners of the people as the present 
measure, which establishes no permanent 
force* and only requires $ month’s exercise 
in the year ) To hear him, one would sup¬ 
pose it would operate *q groat a change 
that the plough was to stop* and the country 
was to be converted into a nation of Spar* 
tan soldiers, and yet the* measure is neither 
more nor less than to raise by a milder mode 
that .very number of men which the par¬ 
liament thinks necessary, I mean 10,000 in 
England, and 3,000 in Ireland, being the 
amount of the present deficiency, and when 
that is completed* to raiMtarmually a force 
<>f 12 , 000 . Now* whether this is likely to 
produce a change in the genius and habhs 
of the nation, I leave to the understanding 
ot the hou&e. As to the difficulty stated, qf 
procuring a sufficient number of commis- 
b.oned and non-commhmoned officers for the 
number of men proposed to be rrtiwed, this 
certainly applied with equal foice to the 
foimer plan, and, indeed, is essnpfial to 
any mode of recruiting to any 
extent the regular army 5 and* thtnjfare* It 
amounts to nothing as a particular objection 
to iffis bill. If, as it is generally adopted, 
it is necessary to enlarge the afmyatis $urg£ 
ty right, in the present circumstance* ft* the 
Country, to begin that increase as *ooq 
posable, Every experience under % army 
ot re erve act shews that the present pill i* 
likely to be successful, and attract men m 
enter, when they would have objections tq 
do so for general service* Being once eti* 
tered they will gradually become acquainted 
with thtf military lifo, and will, by a natural 
operation of causes* without^ any kind of 
deception, be the more readily infinesd to 
enter into the regular service. WfoJmpt* 
however, attending, in the first instance* 
to its ©fleet in recruiting the regulir army* 
it will immediately have one beneficial con¬ 
sequence, namely* that of setting free a 
portion of the regulars nearly corresponding 
to the numbers raised* which are now looked 
op in defensive service. The next comm* 
queues win be* that by a alight athd natural 
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transition, great numbers will enter into the 
regular army, and constantly supply its 
wasting numbers. That it wid be success¬ 
ful to its objeqls, the example of the army 
of reserve system holds out the best ground¬ 
ed hope. The plan promises to raise men 
more expeditiously than any other mode we 
are acquainted with ; at the same time it is 
free, frpm the evil consequence of high 
bounty incident to the army of reserve 
system, which induced many to desert ft cm 
tfie regulars to enlist in the army of reserve* 
and then to desert again for the repetition of 
the bounty*. jTfliS great and increasing evil, 
it i* manifest* will be totally corrected by 
means of the regulations of the present 
plan, which diminishes* and renders fixed 
the bounty both for limited and unlimited 
service, from the first ©fleet of a reduc¬ 
tion^ bounty it is natbfal to expect some 
check in the numbers recruited, but this 
circumstance? Will soon correct itself* and 
whod t|ic recollection of high bounties is 
worn away, the sdfvtce will thrive os much 
with a M dlminl|hed and fijfed bounty, as it 
does at present with a higher and unceitain 
one* Be this* however, as it may, the 
hquse having already cqme, to a resolution 
against high bounties* the experiment must 
bf made* It is obvious they have no other 
choice* having ottoe ffisde up their mindx 
that high pnd fluctuating bounties are to be 
diminished and rendered stationary. Against 
thfs diminution of bouhty it is to be seen 
uod^r this n|an, what may be the induce¬ 
ment Otjmfited service end local influence, 
the pe&eut Of which I doubt not will fully 
CQtmtmct the evil otherwise to bcappie- 
bended from a decrease of bounty. 'I his 
measure being already determined on by 
the house, I must take it for granted that 
th^re will be no objection to this plan on that 
account* but rather, on the f contrary, that 
it win ^therefore meet with general approba¬ 
tion. It Ms, howevot, been said, that by 
spiking out the ballot,* I had destroyed the 
onty pert of my oqm phm. I mqst* 

h$wwtr, * mj^icutlemen. gravfely to consider 
v It tittle farther before they urge 

> OhJ^on* of dipt nature: whatever tlie plan 
was mrigimdly to my rnind^ the bowse ha* 
decidedly expressed its dissent, both to high 
bounties,tnd ballot j so that however desi¬ 
rable either might he on genial principles* 
yet* wlfamptct to this measure* they are 
equally inadmissible; and therefore, though 
efficiency is desirable* it k only tb be eg- 

petted in proportion,to the opportunity left 
US to make use of,—With respect to recruit¬ 
ing the army* let it be recollected* ther# 
Were only four possible' modes ;< 1st* fog 
3 A’2 * ; • 
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of thi«» wheo I remember that some weeks 
ago the bon, geot. opposite (Mr. Fox) stated 
in tbi* house, when it was thrown out as a 
matter ot speculation, who Were to be the 
new ministers, if the late ministry were 
obliged to setite, that it was not within the 
province of the house to take any notice of 
such a circumstance, and it it would have 
been unconstitutional to agitate such e topic 
before the removal of that ministry, it is 
equally unconstitutional to deny the King's 
prerogative as to selection in every instance; 
and is it reconcilable with any ideds of con* 
stituttonal pnnciple and of public duty, that 
when a ntfimtry has been changed, their 
successors should be obstructed in tbeir very 
first operations, by any combination founded 
upon any circumstance* connected with ttoo 
recent exercise of his Majesty's prerogative ? 

It has been said, indeed, that I should take 
the hint to resign, which the proceedings of 
the house, on this question, have given 5 and 
the bon, gent thus admits the object of the 
extraordinary zeal with which this bUt has* 
been contested; but I can assure him that 
the hint is not broad enough fbr mo to take 
k. 1 am sanguine enough to believe that 
the bill will pass, and that it will pass Wifh 
an increased majority, I am unguiitdbou|h 
to hope, the opposition to the bill being noW 
avowed, it will make its way through the 
house with an increased concurrence $ if 
not, I shall lament the failure of a measure 
which I sincerely believe to be calculated tft 
promote the public advantage. It ia now 
obvious what are the motives for that zeal 
and perseverance that have animated* the 
late contests, and have combined in one dry 
troops, who upon no other occasion COuM 
ever be made to speak the same laflgesgfc. 

I trust, at least, that the faoti. gents, on urn 
other side will not feel themselves under Ah 
necessity of questioning as to every indto- 
deal object, the right < 5 f die King tocfmse 
his minister. I have been at line up©* 
this point in former times, and I am ftp# 
ready to maintain it as necessary to ©tor IWe 
and as yet monarchical constitution. At SO 
my sufficiency, or the sufficiency ©f thole ; 
in office with me, it is not necessary m Sly 
a great deal upon that subject; but I am 
surprised at the language that has iiUen 
from a noble lord (Temple). I think ft a 
little singular that my acting in concert 
with a payt of the late administration should 
bo made a bar to the confidence of him and 
his friends. Does ipy n °W« relative Ihiitk. 
that op this account, I have justly*forfeited 
the confidence of him and of his friends? I 
do remember the time when, in rise moment 
W* bitterest opposition to the hon. gent, 
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(Air. Fox) (be noble lord end hit friend* 
were 10 partial to me, that they declared; 
that mjr admission to a share of the executive 
power would, in a considerable degree, re¬ 
move their apprehensions of the public dan- 
get* I hope that since (hat time 1 have not, 
by coacutrlng very frequently and acting 
very cordially with my noble relative and 
bil friends, forfeited the good Opinion they 
were then so partial aa to express of me. 

I confess my surprise too, that after such 
public declarations concerning me, they to 
soon find themselves compelled to wlth-fcold 
tbeir services from the pbblic, on account 
of the exclusion of an bon. gent (Mr. Fox), 
with whom they have been to little accus¬ 
tomed to think nr act In unison. Moth hta 
been said of the inefficiency of the member, 
of the present cabinet. Bat is it to be said, 
that the present ministers are unequal'to the 
duties of the stations they filbJ With inspect 
totbotoffiihetu of the present? ministry, and 
who were member* of the last, being liable 
to She charge of inconsistency, 1 cannot sea 
that there&the least foundation for It.' The 
present bill i» better than that which ft su¬ 
persedes, and aiming at the same end by 
juster means, is fairly entitled to the support 
of tfassewhcSsupported (he former bill. It 
fa aald, however, though not quite Correctly, 
that the members of the last administration 
are a majority of the present. But what; 
If it weto, would he the inference > •Jfheto 
Si no reason why those who sat in a former 
cabinet should not sit in this. I hope that 
present cabinet is not on* tu which there 
win always be a necessity of coaming noses, 
and of coming to a vote upon every toea- 
asudt When differences Of opinion exist, 
them fa tooth for mound tm^ioa and 
; accommodation Where men agrCb in a ge* 
nmol object. If this were noi toe case, ho# 
UBUhlssny administration 1 go on ? fay more 
m ffifatinfattttioa formed' fat the broad 
buffi which some gentlemen eousi teg so de* 
nimble } Were I to tffie the “ btoad hint 11 * 
i whfcfa has been give# to j hid that sort of 
ffimhffitmfon been formed, the failure of 
effildl fa represented a* basing struck auch 
impair tiutoffihoutihe country, bow could 
any eunasu % a have been earned in the Cabl- 
het amonsrtwa jvhd bo»e had long and Im¬ 
portant dlffetwnceS, unfass mutual accomitUN 
datioo and coocawion had taken pike? life 
aaSd,hpwever, that there has hojfcbeen asuffi. 
cipnt change in the ministry. But, surely, the 
n hob, gent, below (Mr Addington) must 
af least be aatisfied feat the change fa sofa 
fsrfetit, and (hM foe present is really a new 
administration. And, notwithstanding all 
that hgs been said of it, I hold itfobesuth- 
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•rsntial enough to answer the purpose* for 
whi^h it was formed. Many objection* 
Rate been urged against it \y the bon, gept. 
wfao spoke last, who pa* indulged himself 
jfn that vein of,,pleasantry and humour, for 
which be has most deservedly acquired ao 
much celebrity, in comparing some of the 
members of the present, administration with 
those whom they have succeeded ui office, 
and has indulged MtnselfjpSrtjwlatly jin con, 
(resting tprd with, the Earl of St. 

Vincent. 1 should, unquestionably think 
myself extremely 'popg, were I»say that 
lord Melville wa« as good a safior, or un¬ 
derstood how to pal m figh$ a ship of war 
as well os Bad Sf. Vincent; butyet Ibaa 
haye no hesitation to say, that Ur ray opinion, 
there is every reason to suppose .that tordL 
Melville* will make a better first lord of the 
admiralty, for exoerierfoe has fowfoly 

% naval characters and t#®sip it fujir pA 

he fit to speak of myself, (Nwljt «til m 


4 ,,twhich has 

epotive government, Is «i»w held by me, few 
wifi doubt that a very has Mtaw, 

rtjM*. With respect to hay 
dotqiqii which I may have tod qr# the kt* 
administration. It wity ifot wir<eN«jted that 
foqy were of s»ch a nature «f to jMfet, *>» 
from bet mg iq the most cordial 
<kr manner upqn general afiifM.,, fjfo 
tame wjr ft- hoc, and noble fnafids I bore 
fiWdfmw entertained the utmost, stmit 



they think they will thereby be any thing 
the nearer getting nd of me. It is well 
known, and has ever been allowed to be 
one of the tir»t and most established privi¬ 
leges and prerogatives of the crown, that his 
Majesty has a right to chose and nominate 
Ills own ministers; and with that conviction 
on my mind, I shall not be deteired from 
bringing forward such measures as may be 
necessary in aid and support of the present 
bill, which I have no doubt will meet the 
approbation of a considerable majority, not¬ 
withstanding all the opposition it has met 
with ‘roro the boo. gem. on the opposite 
aide of the house. * 

Mr, Jfa then rose «nd spoke to the fol¬ 
lowing efifect.—Sir, I shall not at this late 
hour (fopr o',clock on Inesday morning), 
COdOH a question whisk ba* been so often 
apdOb victoriously discussed, lake up niuth 
of t|w tunc of the house in advening to the 
topics which th$ rt. ban. the chancellor of 
the exchequer ms thought pwpei to lake up. 
Iq a diocuaston on « bill of this kind, I am 
fiq^mfpnoeA there should be so great a dif- 
%fqw of Opinion. But m one ot the argu¬ 
ments of the ft. hon. gent, with respect to 
those'' fopiefe He has asad, (hat the mode 
WMfb <♦*« Wq pursued to get rid ot tbia 
blU, boa been Very personal. I can only 
cjgL Sir, thj*t in every business that comes 
tefofo (hid house, on whatever subject it 
maybe, fie ope can be more averse to per- 
aonaiijtieB than myself. I will ask him, and 
I think I can safely appeal to the house, 
Whether, Ph he hi ought them forward, 
one pipgle word was said on that subject > 
an4 wht thtijtbcy ware not eotnelv owing to 
y.msoltL.^ndto (he it. hon. ©ent. (Mr. Can- 
qWgLpiin© by him. Whatever may be 


thf Kmiinafow of foe rt. hon, gent opposite 
mf tq jpnter op aqlqeclt of a personal nature, 
iWre bwq »h#t f do not feel the 
J*f incllaa|jqq to folloty ,his example; 
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> pleats, *ad‘w»*te»d of wishing to shew my 
WffCQR I F 5 »h fo*er to shew my pru* 
I-pansay. . 

. v Leolt xttescnwoatatm capita*, 

. UdHUMSt now tmpldos protervw, 

|dWhbwih4n other tiroes, and in ether cir- 
'mnstaucm of the-country, the latter part of 
find quotation would have better suited my 
diappsitioB, <» 

1#q* NfcgO hue ferretn, feslidusjuventi, 

Ceosata Planes. 

yp afidfiwo fo ray disinclination to treat the 
«ubj«c| inanch a way on the present acca- 
uuq, myhrineiple would be tp avoid it. I 
ceflaitily t»ye entertained foe opinion ever 
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since the commencement of the present war, 
that it v, ould be of the greatest advantage to 
the country, if, forgetting alt former ani¬ 
mosities, u wire possible to form tin admi¬ 
nistration on a broad basts, combined of all 
parties, and utntmg all those whom the 
country think proper to look up to. There 
are, howeser, one Or two points of the ft, 
hon gent’s speech, on winch I must beg 
leave to make a few observations He says, 
that bis Mijesty is by his prerogative un¬ 
questionably entitled to chdbseand appoint 
lus own ministers. This is a positiohjwhich 
nobody is more inclined to recognise theft 
mystlf But how does it apply to hi* argu¬ 
ment > He admits that It may be Wl*e T dm 
the House of Cotftmons so to COadfotHtself 
as to convince his Majesty that he oughc to 
.remove them. He has admitted it mote 
linn in words; lie ha* admitted Uin’lhct. 

1 do nor know wh it th* rt. honfgentv means 
by an opposition composed of such * dJsSteK 
daftt materials, that there is scartfoly a. pOm{ 
on which they can agree, If I recollect 
rightly,there was a period whbn what 
s ud ot my hon friend* would equally hpjgly 
to himself. T liere was a period, and fott 
at uo very great distance, in whtoh WSXjfi 
hon. gent himself supported, and'*a trafe 
also quickly succeeding, in vVbich fte -ip* 
posed the late administration, In the 
of a tew months, he supported, *Hfo tie 
utmost warmth, *atl the military afeasttwrof 
the rt. hon. gent, his predecessor, sodfo'diy 
soon aftenvsrds he opposed th* army bf re¬ 
serve suspension bill, in order to roake’Vay 
tor the present measure.-which hs gave %e 
bouse to understand would be fonndap mrafo 
more efficient at the pfeaeftt itopfolWt* feft 
sis—To return, tofoWv^r, to the'TraNn|4. 
me of tliedtowu If it be, which I dow&t 
deny, the prerogative offoc Ring 1$ chdtSfo 
hts own minister*, it t# eqttvWy the 'mjfflmfL 
the duty ot the House ofCmnmotu 
of the capacity arid the foterimfolW hUoShf 
ministers, and If they abddHj® wild ijlji 
ficsent in the confidence of the HotHmfor 
Commons, and in th* COftfidhthW t0%mn 
i ountry, such disapprobation ip* tatffcg »kf, 
fur ground for tblk KIttg to #N«p« «*&>.] 
It ever there waa an administrathfo IhW foi* 
deficient of that confidence, 1 think! foay 
fairly and justly say it istheatimmiatratton i$m 
in otfice. When the rt hoo^ gent is attacked 
on the subject, he has no other answer to gtVr, 
but “ look at me," as if the whole Sdnst 
mstratton were wrapp-d op in himself. He 
Says, Lord Melville is likely fob#‘a letter 
first lord of the admiralty than Earl 8*, Vm- 
centj and, after speaking with the greatest 
complacency of himself, and the two were* 


taries of state, he ask* the rt. hoft rraot. 
{Mr. Addington) on the bench below him, 
whether he is not practically convinced that 
this is a new administration 5 If any one 
person was mote disappointed at the forma¬ 
tion of the hew ministry than I another, t 
should have thought that it was the rt, hon. 
gent himself; it is what hit friend* give 
out for hid). 1 should be sorry to give cre¬ 
dit -to the rumours which are abroad, arid 
which go strongly to prove, that ail his 
Wishes centered m the object he has at¬ 
tained. Bpt he has dealt harder with m)r 
friend* on Ute lower beoth. He says they 
wished to see Mm fit the head of the govern¬ 
ment, and, provided that were the ease, they 
shmUd, b* happy. He then taunts them 
With' refqaJpghiia their support in his new 
ad&tailpfatton, ’ Undoubtedly, Sir, he had 
a rigid to offisfwtoations to Whomsoever he 
pleated, fotlld they W undoubtedly powes-eil 
foe p om» tfmml t and if they thought 
tlttiuB iinadWnistratiofi SO fohned they could 
Iwhq gpod^o die cootrtry, their refusal was 
W' fl* tt hon. gent, says, he 

fit to give a Mat to duto&tfcrs to re&o. 
<Ww#iupriHple* of foe hill, foe says, th* 
j^^ lq wrp* y iy differed, end then be ask*, 
'ftmild have agreed, had th«y 
formraL foart.Sfean odnfinisteriion > There, 
hMilhW fortwer tifrltl* hon. gefit. 
Iwlpi might have Sflfofced On any one 
If in* bill, and how far he 
m%y conceived (hat We ousfot iropli- 
to hfl dpinitm and tonUii direc¬ 
tion, I ciiufot pbrteod't© say ; hut this I 
know,»a*an'-f-dmitlistfatioh formed on a 

ofdan- 

betufocial to the conn- 
w* sftbpld h*fo%ntered into such 
whh foe spirit of toncilla- 

Bum sWws that »t has 0 0 

.:wJd««a W JiMttlMi I* thean tb say that 
Bfippm rake ks'folntf?*' Did he not give 
Piffle & the. tti mth. gefot. on the lower 
!«sd v if pribltc rumours 


foe mjm & the Bom fW»»' 
agihnt Ms memorts. I 6 m know who 
mf hrere. bat (hfipe they d«f not give foie 
«Jri,it»«dw thatfo^migtafoii^HWWtrib 
to foci* WT (M MW\W> * 


foe cabinet tfi be c*un 
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in this botisi. 1 dare say, Sir, he is perfectly 
right ; and if his intention was to form an ad- 
lmo&bration where theie will be no counting 
of owes, I believe he has completely suc¬ 
ceeded. If, Sir, for our opposition to this 
Ini I, we ate told that we are “ a faction,” 
we are told no r«ore than the rt, hon. gent, 
himself was, a few hetpra before the late 
administration wem turned out of office (see 
p. $4%) i and tokL too, by that very noble 
lord (Hawknbary) who has consented to 
accept the office qf secretary of state for the 
home department* under the administration 
of the rt. h< n gent, TJ*e rt hon, gent, has 
mentioned the change which has taken place 
in the secretaries of state with some exul¬ 
tation, and contends* that in such a pro¬ 
ceeding there is no degradation, The «t. 
hon, gent U most undoubtedly $% liberty to 
form his own judgment oOstucb a hiUhUia- 
lion; 1 can only say that I totally differ 
from him in opinton.^Nlowv Sir* having 
made these few observations on a tebject 
which it is t»y constant defire to avoids I 
shall trouble the house with a f^v words on 
the bill itself; which* whatever 
Ijent xsmy pfesse fo surname, I declare *0 be 
the sole object of my opposition, Afort all 
that has been said of the ajrmy tfcWfre 
bill, the rt. hon. gent.' f*fl*s* .jparfeicUy 
aware that this bid cannot beJ agreeable. 
The right, hon. gent, lias laid greaj stress pn 
the clauses which he has Aay, 

by which ;o*DOQ men are to toe. embodied 
during foe war, and then distoffnMd at the 
peace, tout registered, so that in case of any 
tuiure war, they may be caifced.pn fo aerve 
again. I cannot help ihmKfog that these 
clauses are a new thought, and not at ah be¬ 
longing bo the present bill. This, I will 
veatut^fosay, 4 toy no mean* so good as a 
militia; for la that kind of force you know 
where to find the *am. n You iooYfo? the 
Yorkshire militia m >» Yorkshke, the 
Kentish iu the oouuty tif Heiti Sot wtm® 
will you fmd v tj!wa army y These toattalfons 
are to toe composed ctf sqdb & waiktutte of 
men from ait puts of the kajg&mi, tbaf you 
tsuy have to look for the Yorkshire ju Corn¬ 
wall, and the Cormfo in Lancashire. lafoort, 
there will toexso knowing where to find them. 
The rt, h6tt. gcot, says, is not ifiy mode mfljfc 
likely fo be efficient than any her system ? 
I auswer^fio* It will not be »o efficient either 
as the oniilt#the army of tester*. The 
mode ot rai4% nswuiu by parish officers, 1 
eudst severe^ condemn. The influence* of 
parish officer^ cdu be attended with u > fefo 
foti or qiW 5fov$0tage in the raising re¬ 
mits t^a what result from a system oi ter- 
jfirmi W^jFKWQti, which cjumot fail to be 


(he case in such a system as the present, 
uhere persons are to be fined for not doing 
what it is impossible they should be able to 
do. Besides, hues are in themse \es a species 
of punishment, end punishment ought ne¬ 
ver to attach to peisom who have been guilty 
of no crime,—As a measuie of finance, the 
public most assuredly have nut gained by the 
present bill. I contend that there is the 
greatest inequality in a syutem of taxation 
by fine, such as this is. for instame, sup¬ 
pose l send my servant to maiket to buy a 
bashti of wheat, or any other gram, but I 
tell him, at the same time, that he must nor, 
on ^oy accOtttdi give more than half a-crown 
for the bushel* 41 Half-a-crow n, Sir,” says 
foe servant *? l cannot buy a bushel of 
wfeeaLfor that 4 is wonh 7 shillings 

B and sell it for less^' 

“ No &<mer, H * yeft mUst S lv 1 no 

more than half-a-ei^wu, and if you do not 
buy H for that money^ypu shall be punished 
trilby fipt?/' In the same way wHl it exactly 
font but with the recruits under this bill. 
r Me& wdl not enlist for the sum to which 
tj[*ese parish recruiting officers are rcsirictcd, 
Bod then the parishes must be fined, whn h 
WJlt prove as great a hardship as can well be 
Cfcfcj^yed* The whole system is also very 
ppefoiat, for it falls much heavier on the 
feodnolder than any other description of 
perstHEis* and with the greatest inequality 
eyen ©ir those. I see na rra<on why the 
ttsgjfe of recruiting for foe regular army ad- 
Vfted toy my rt, hon. friend (Mr Windham), 
whphas taken the lead on military subjects, 
ffi a manner so honourable to lumsrlf and so 
beneficial to the country, 1 say, j see no rea¬ 
son why that mode should oot|be trud. Why 
flat enlist men for a ignited time, or for h- 
ntued service i l am one of those who are 
^exceeid#ugly sangume of such a m vde of' re- 
cruutag for army, \ have nodutffit but such 
B trial woui^i b<5 attended wbh success, I 
can, however, see no possible advantage, 
toutonifMhe Contrary, in cnlisti g men for 
fjfitniiefcl httrvice, in order to seduce them 
stewards ittto general service, which is to 
be the operation of the present bill, and 
ffom w&en I camtotsewth.it any benefit can 
possJ% tie expected. Because foe army of 
reserve could not do its service wtfo the bal¬ 
lot, »t U rafoty presumed that this bill will 
effect for same purposes without the ballot; 
fl mode of arguing, whrdh militates expressly 
against the nature of things. For my owm 
put, i vote i for foe aitspension of the army 
ul-ctrstrv^. bib, for the cxpiess purpose of 
giving 1 fits iura^ure an opportunity' of being 
lair.y and folly uiscuss,ed , ami now that has 
takea place, 1 am convinced u b one of foe 
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most oppie«Mve, a* well as one of the 
mo>t iiictht u-nt measures, that could well be 
devi^d, tot the purposes it is intended to 
effect In Iced, to speak of the absurdities 
ot the bill in detail, would be ridiculous I 
oow sud that the bill would be fputid t 
both inefficient and oppressive But then 
come3 the rt hon gCnt with his famous di¬ 
lemma fk How,” says he, “do you make 
that out } How can mv bill be oppressive 
and inefficient too " I »ay, Sir, the bill will 
octagon \ery considerable oppression with¬ 
out pro iuemg any considerable addition to 
your force. The bill appears to tn^, in every 
p-trt of it, full of oppression and i must ice, 
«nd tending to a more circuitous mode, to 
recruit your icg/ftar army, ihanlhe plan pro¬ 
posed by my rt hon friend (Mr. Wmdhaqa), 
and as such I must continue to give it tony 
detet mined opposition —Before I sit dpwit, 
thcie is one observation which fell from' the 
rt hon gent , upon which I cannut 'avoid, 
saying a h w words The rt. hon gentleman 
aftys, •* if vou throw out my bill, I shall its 
sony , because you and the country Will lose 
a qo )d measure, but you will not thereby'he’ 
the nearer getting rid of me." A mom In¬ 
decent rttid disrespectful expression froctfa j 
minister to a house of commofltf'f uever 
heard. Is not this bill a bill of cctaifiderattle ' 
del ul, requiring the general Consent a lid dp- 
ptobation of al! ranks of the community? h 
it possmit, I ask, that this house can*o far 
lose sight of its duty as to send a bill of nuch 
unrKa m pled severity and oppression to 
ccuted all over the country, contrary to the 
opinion of nearly one half pf its memtWi ? | 
Can such a bill be wHf^fccuted bya coun¬ 
try th it disapproves ot it > It timst be allow- Y 
(*d, tint ihe bih, with all ihe inffijfbncehf' 
g iveminent, will be earned by only a V&ry > 
tithing mnjdruy. Under such circuHHfahcei 
it cannot be executed with that general god& v 
Will and general consent by which ohfy its i 
operations carf be rendered 1 beneficial to tte| 
count!y. 1 11 f „ | 

After Mr Fox sat down, General Nortdh | 
endeavoured to %y a few words in supppft j 
of the biHj, buf the question "bettig loudly j 
called for, % division took *pl ace, When Ht^c j 

For.engrossing the bill - '20&,. r | 
Agiiqbtfr - - t i * 224, „ ‘ 

Majority for the bill - 42 , , 

——* 

The bill was then ordered to betead a 
third time that aUcrnoon**—Adjourned at 
half past four on Tuesday mointhg, ;r 

Vot. II. * 


List of the Minority, 


Adciu, Robert 
Adams, J. 


Eyre, A. H. 
Fane, J. 


Addington, fit. IIod.IL FeHoWcfi, Hon* K. 


\ndover, Lotd 
Andrew*, M. P* 
Anson, 'I bonus 
Antonie, \V. L. 
Astiey, Sn J, 
Ahhorpc, Lord 
Aulncy, Sir J, 

Adams, C. 
Babington, T, 
Banned, W. 

Baker, j. 

Raker, l». W. 
ifympfylde, Sir C, 
Barela*, G. 

Barclay, Sir Robert 
jthrha n, J; K; 

Baring, Sir K 
Barlow, F \V* 
.Basting E, i * ., 
H coy on* Rt 
Berkeley,Hop. G. 
tmi vvY’ © f 
Btackburise, t. 
Blwm, , 

Bond, Rt. Hon. K. 
Bonyerie, ‘bw. E'dw. 
Braggc, Rt. Hvo- C. 

BiOg itn, Jafi. 1 ‘ 

Brooke, C. 

E. J. ,, 
Browne, H 

' BttnbuW, Sir T. C. 
BOidcii, #u F. 

Hyng,G. 

Lwralfo John *<, 
Csliyiert^N. 1 
^Carew, % 9. ' 

0*r(ugie r ' Sir 15, 
Caveadbdi, W. 

tAfd G. 
.Caulfield^ IM AH. 

®hS h > ■ 

Coke, Bv'4 * 
Cofcc,.ri^nm^.: Wm 

Gfkdfu?Nl, J Robt; v 

C^«c^y,YTt;' 

,puinmuig. Cr. 

’ Curth, Sir \V* f , 
Ho«. j. S. , 
Mh% Rubt, ^ • 
Hickins* ' 

4 v 

, Dundas, 


FetloWtfr, Robt 
Fitzgerald, Rr Hon. J. 
Fitzpatrick, Rt. Hon.R# 
Ftcuhet, Sir jH* 

Foley, Hon* A. 

Fed jam be, F F. 

Folfcw, Si» M* 
Folkestone, Lo<d 
FonUanquc, John 
Fox, Hun. Charles James 
Funcis, Philip 
Frederick, Sir John 
Fuller, John 
Geary, Sn WY 
Gdes Daniel 
Guiding, E. 

Graharrt, Sir J. 

Citinted 1 , P. 

Grenville, Rt. Hotl. T. 
Grey, Hon. Clink * 
Giim$tone, Hon. W. 
HanfiltAn, Ld. Aich. 
Harriaon J, 

Hawthorne, C. 
Hrathooce, Su G. 
Htathcote, J. 

Hippi&Iey, Sir John 
holUHlim, B. 

HMLind^ Henry 
Holland, »S4r N. 
Hoiiywoo I, Sir J, 
Howard, Henry 
Hu lets, James 
Hmicr, NV H. 

Hui#i % Roht. 

Fbis.Hcy, W. 

Hurcjunson, Hon. If, 
Jokyb, Joseph 
jervib, f hunt* 9 

I lcrvoisnjy C,J. 

[ohiMtoUc t Geo 
|uncs r l\ Fyrwhitt 
ica&iugtn^, Lord 
Ker, 

King, Sr John D. 
KihtiAiT*b Hon Charles 
Knox, Huw.G. 
fvLadbioke, RohL 
Lampton, Ralph 

Luigham, Jaa'MBs 

Langmead, Phiffip 
WYG, - 
LatoucHsi, 

X^toueht, jk. A 
Law ley. Sir R, 

Lfcfevre, C. S. 

Lurfc#», “Sir R. 

Lemou, J. 

.Jhcitmo, oir \V, 
i hnd, James Mflutm 


t< I hnd, James Ma 
iff BfofL, Charles ' LuveUcn, £. L. 

Lygoo, Wnu 

IPuudaf# LaW. M»Mahon; John 
H* v Wm. A, 

. , , C M*U-ul, Ri.,U ! o,.,T. 

Richard Mutficn***. 

ter&Viion, l^naas blarkiwhi, J. " 
Rstcoan, T. s > ' ■ Mamo, jarne* 
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Me Hi ^h, W. 

Aletcalt^;, Sir T* 
Middleton, \V. 
Milhauke, sir R, 

Mi.lot 4, LdM 
Mills, f\ 

MilU, G. G 

nii vy. 

Mltf llu, W. 

Mo >K, G. I’CICT 
JV^mre, Peter 
Morpeth, Lord 
Mom 1 ', Ed^*tr<4 
Mostyn, bir t iiorhas 1 
J-ewporr, tjrr John 
Kod, iittrAr&'Hoti 
Noali, Dudley 
Noithe^, W. j 

O’hijen, Sir Ed, 

Ordc, Wiltusil 
Osb me, Lord PrafttU 
OsfiuKtcmc, Lord 
lV!k, Sir L. 

Pal ■net, Juhd 
Fanesmi, John 
JKntroii, sirW. 

Ptnee, Heury * 
Pelham, Hun. C. A, 
Pctfy, Lord H., 

PJumer, W. 

Ptincpojnf, Hott. (?. 
Pocnrk, Gednje 
Pole, Sir 0- Mori** 
Poftsatth^^Rt. Hon.W. 
Porctater,, l&vd 
Poywte, W. $. 

Pule cate y, Sir W. 
Pytcl.ef, John 
R^inc, J. 

Robert?, A. ,* * 
Rimdl, Loid \Tiiliam * 
bt. John, Hon, St, A* 
Saipem, J. 

SavilJc, C. 

Sanderson, F. 
Sciubmurav John 


Sbaftoe, R. E. D. 
Shakespeare, Atihur 
Shell**, H 
Sheik), 7 , 

Shendan, R B.* . 

$hum, G> orjze 
Stbthotpr, H. 

> Sinclair, Su J. 

Sftith, Charles 
Smith, Joshua 
S‘mrt4>, Winkwri/ 

feomeivihe. Sir Mi*r. 
SgeotiOT, Lord Kobi, 
Stanley, t Lo d 
Etanlej, 1 t. 

Stewart,'James 
Steward Rt. Hon. Sir 
Sullivan, j 
Sullivan, d* J. 

SSymon^rjt, Lhoe. P. 
Talbot, Sir C. 

TRrleton, JL 
Taylor, C..W. 

Temper, ,JfUit t 

tbelltissop, C r , , 
Tiernev, 2U, ifrtjt* CL 
Townthgi**!, Lord Jol 
Tiowhridge, S;V T. 
Tyrwjdtf, (hom.ii 
Vandtttfrt* Gt. 

V*ositt3qri, &, 

Waljxde, Hbn, fckott# 
Wtfljtalc, M6th &. - 

Wtifcfe, J.fi. . ' 

Ward, Hon, J- 

Waxsoo, O* 

Wcswns, 1 Charles t C,, J, 
Whaytjcmv Jdhn > ! 
Whitbread, Sqm. „' , 
Wilkh^ ? ' W, kl , . 

Wilhabtf, (&*£& . , 
Windhamf Boh. W. + 

Wmnington, dir £<L 
Wynne, C. ' 

Wynne, SirW.W. 
Yovng, sirmmjm; 


wi<$& Of LOROS, V ' 
TutUojs &** lv . 

Mi>r ut f *. ] “^The h»U||^ a co M0t$n 
of privileges., ht %rd ey^aiirce to 
the claim f to tlia .bntofa, 
some few 

explanatory of the Um <£ manrlagje iir Ire- 

fend, their lordships «^4«occ \p 

ptort of the petition,irf 'Mr, 1ngh«> 

for a dissolution of his tnarrbge wiffip 

w wife, on the ‘ score of a&he#,,Th^ 

jill wm af^rwards read a tlnh, 't^ 

jrdcTt^ .^ be commHiod 'to 

The ^ie^|# ’ 

mmmittee atyy 

Arcs orde-rei^^'ibjSfd’a: thU4 

’ow. —Jo J&rit i sh and* J&rf^Sb 

mtm ‘tjjfflfcm 

buy, vvan'rHd a hiffe 

m tpe table wcrle passed in their,|*smctiye 

tE)g;c»a, v —'Adjourned, y> 


„ HOUSE OF-COMMONS. 

Tuesday, June 1 ^, lfc 04 . 

Minute** j—Mr Hardrrian presented a 
petition from several merchants and others 
irt the county and town of Drogheda, 
against the report of the corn committee ; 
Col. Vereker presented another of similar 
impart from tfie inhabitants of the city of 
Limeiici and a third Mr. Ilohhousc pre* 
sented from the city of Glasgow They 
were each ordered to he on the t3blr —It 
was slated in a message fioru the loids, 
that their lordships had agreed to the Cale- 
.donian canal bill, and several others, with¬ 
out any amendment.—Their lordships also 
requited, by message, thafrthis hon. house 
would furnish them with a copy of the mi* 
OUtys pf the proceedings, and the evidence 
before the committee appointed to consider 
oftfaest^teof circulation in Ireland and the 
cnurse of, exchange between this country 
and that Tor some time past. OrdeV<“d, and 
a ^o{>y sent ^p.—Mr. Foster brought up a 
bill for regulating the; price of corn exported 
EUd jtnptmed Jto and from England and Ire¬ 
land, Read a first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time to-morrow.D. 
Bytfwpe, moved for copies of the returns 
made undet the army of reserve act in irc- 
’ fendj^specifying each county and town * and 
al^ tire numbers that may have deserted, as 
fiiif as the sanw; can be made up. Oidcred. 
—flu^kisson moved for leave to bung 
id lo enable thd commissioners of his 

M^jestyfs treasury to issue exchequer bdls to 
^ a ftftpyicnt amount to answer the amount 
of that paft of the supply voted for the ser- 
; &f the year 1804, Granted.—The pj- 
p^ts formerly moved for by Mr. Whitbread, 
frojtn the county of BamR, were presented 
jdd, the bar, ami afterwards otdered to be 
printed- , 

' CCwNtfsarEiT Dollars’ Bill]—M r. 

. Sttafges Bourne moved for leave to bring in a 
bjU to prevent thfe counierfeiiing of silver 
coins, cedM dollar^# issued by the bank of 
England, and'also of Irish tokens, and (o 
• the circulation of such base coin 

** rm 5 ^ to the #ther. 

Mr* Pwuep said, he would take so^e 
fufunb d^portunity of stating his objections 
^ tasuch a bill, as he did not approve of any 
com bdflg atjov^cd to be in circulation 
but witai had been coined at his Maje^v’s 

mint. 

M i* Si Bfturnp assured the hon. member 
thaft the provisoes of the bill would sufh- 
ciently obviate hliobjections, I>ave granted. 

'{Prize Aorncv Rn.t.]— Mr. Jarvis 
proposed To posfpopc tiw second reading'of 
this bill, to this dav aeTiniaht: and, if hU 
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Majesty’s,minister^ should not then be pre- 
pjred to ni^erthe discussion of the sublet, 
and to offer such amendments in tfoir 
view of it, might render the measure effi 
cient to its qfojvpt, considering the lateness 
of the sessions, he should not be disposed to 
press the further progress of it then, Unless 
he should prreeive s it to be the decided 
sense of the house; and that the pofojjwjpe- 
input of the question might be pro¬ 

duce a bettor effect, than to e*ha<MAha 
tinu iA iht* house. 1 v ' 

, P[ c M*Mn t junr. express^ Consider¬ 
able satisfaction at the course the hop, gefit 
had tiken, as certainly the biff didv appear 
f hi in to coman many parts which 1 were 
ohjt'i lionable-, and if it was to pas$ at all, 
v'A’udd remit re several alterations. ' * 

Sir IV. E.foid also said a few wor{U 
agfiiiist the principle of the bill. 

Admiral Berkeley said, he was extremely 
glad that the; bill had gone off’; it Was a biff 
by no means called for by the navy, bdt 
xvhich, on the contrary, Was almost univer¬ 
sally condemned by it. There was one part 
of it m particular, which appeared to fourf 
lutiudomi for no useful purpose, and which 
he must call an errant job. 

Sir C. PL>le said, that it was known to all i 
the navy that great mischiefs did result from m 
the manner of paying prixe money. In¬ 
stead of acting as a boon to the sailors. It 
wa> n >\v rather a cause of dbcortfeuty £ ahd 
pcihipsdid more mischief than good. It 
was to remove these discunicnts apd bfr re 
rnedr these mischiefs that foe bill was' in¬ 
tended, and he really knew no pat$fejf it 
tint was meant as a job. HoweVer/ff^c 
thought jt was now in good hands, wh$vin 
the hands ot his ^Tajesty’s minister#/ ' 

Dr. JLaurence stated, that he though# it 
was an exti a ordinary Indulgent J&AjShe 
Iiouse to admit such a, report as that tvJtlefo 
had been precepted, to lie upon foeif ‘ 
The Advocate General spoke on tfe *tj|ne 
fiidej and, after some farther expiration, 
the order was postponed accordihr to the 
terms of the motion. 4 / - — 

[A'oDiT^At Fobcs' Bux,-j«--^Thfe 
Chancellor of the Ej&hfctjUeV moved tt*$ofv w 
der of the day for the third mfofotf oftfcfs, 
bill. ^ ; v < 

%W saw, that wher> fes bitl ms 
first brought forward, it didappea* to lvtia 
to contain principles so extwmely; fossdjf 'tb 
the constitution of the country, that bp m&s-' 
attxious the hd.Sse jito'ld reject J 

geroua " innovation j twt one of t$e ciaatet 
wifich had. been irttfdduiced yeS&rda/^had ' 
altered it so much, that M#'ofo|C.ol>f«^8n 

wa* greatly t^fjsaytbotlgfe. OTtatfufe 


1 stiff very eXc^ptionabfo. He ,was not, how- 
I ever, *o unreasonable as to rk. e t thdt a 
great-plan of delenco Could possibly b« d^ 
vi^ed, that would be deemed Wally utf«b» 
jectionable, As theaenseof the houst had 
already been taker* upo« it, he won id notr 
now throw any thing ,m the wav of iA fu - 
turc progress. He deprecated the principle 
ot joining in opposition, in orfor to remove 
atit man, or of men, in whom he consi¬ 
dered himself bound to put confed-nce.— 
Such a mode of procedure hnel a vt’ry perm* 
Ciobs effect, as we had already witnessed, 
by forcing frorp his Majesty’* councils, a it. 
hon, gent. {Mr. Addington), who nr once 
the confidence ot bin Smerugn,* 
afmi that* of {he people ; and owing to wh,,^ 
vigorous exertions our force h.td been raised 
heyohd aft former precedent, for the pur¬ 
pose of strengthening our coiHituiioo, and 
■ Our 1 1 bert ie*. 

- Sdr. T. Qrenwik said? he had been pre- 
vented ftotto giving any opinion during the 
past of the bid by an a^rifomtA indis¬ 

position,/which had’prevented him from at- 
tenciia^: to foe discussions' that had taken 
place/ regularly as be should have other¬ 
wise wished. The same reason would thm 
prevent,him from dwelling upon the Subject 
t at any lesigth, particularly as the objections 
that had beep urged against- the meamre had 
been hitherto unanswered So little had 
the $opj(>nm,of the biff advanced of sound 
reasoningvuga^st tho that had 

been. ; u,rg£d -against it, that it appeared (o 
hup ttfoneccssary to add any thing to object 
tioi ^m forcibly urged and so insufficiently 
answered. Whatever, therefore, nsilght have 
-be#rt4i« q>ihiott of'jh^ efficiency of the 
measure, he foio dd have contented himself 
\^ith saying a few word?, on the present oo- 
dn i%t r subject A different topic 
fe^fcy§£ had been introduced into foe 6k- 
eu|^|onk m {he question, which Lad a dnrct 
Jrgfenp^ )( fo dstpre^ioai supposed tp have 
by himself, or by tfiose cuu- 
wttVhim jn lhi^ house and to 
>ther f %p^eonfosw4 'that ff appckr^l 
fo Ifto 1 aV^iede^ry dm^'apt'r® pAwii overffff 
fo* "reference m ^ehr'^ expresvioni,' 

A 


oia any'former' occasion; «ince he had foe 
Liddbur qf in that house, frit 
^fy^mM'foan h*$ did et ttet 
- Hif 'dmbaitaswcdt arose from the; nafbre bf 

Jfed topics t» jtvMcft feid adyer|^Tnvoiv- 
'auaSS-wto : p«ttnion a ttm /% o 
^hhected with V^ff' : ^htch’^o^foalways be 
pxtefol i&W$t I. Wyt coftiiejered 
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ditficuh by hi, rt. lutfi. relative (the chan¬ 
cellor <>f the extbrquet), in the discussion 
oi ye t'*rda) r . appeared to him impossible t 
ar.d though he could not impale what had 
ialU o f.om hi^ rt bon friend on that ocen 
won to ;u!ful mi«rrpn-s« nUtiou, ho It it that 
it was tabulated tu place lmn and those 
connected woth him, in a Mate of st If con- 
tr.uhrtion, which he could not reconcile 
with their opinions of the state of the conn- 
trv, > r of the lemeihr* fur the J il mgers and 
fhfij ulties With wlm h it was threatened. He 
was not disposed to cavil about the precise I 
words he might have ns<-d on a former occa- | 
sion ; but he was confident tint when it had \ 
formerly fallen to his lot to express the very i 
high estimation in which he held the talents | 
and abilities of his rt hon. relation, no ex- j 
proton had ever escaped him or any one 
connected with him, nor had it ever entered 
into their imaginations, that it was possible 
fo: them so to loi'k at, the situation of the 
couptrv as to suppose that thtyio ession of 
any single individual to the. administration,, 
whoever might be his talents or abilities', 
would be sufficient to work tjie salyaboo of * 
the country. The expressions that had been 
on that qccasion use-1 were, that when the 
situation of the country caljtd fora Strong, vi¬ 
gorous, and efficient administration, asuimh 
of the talents, abilities and character of the 
countiy as possible, should b^t included in h, 
and though he had ncvei supposed that such 
expulsions could have been urged against 
him, or jgunst the claim of the country for 
the formation of such an administration, as 
would be most suited to meet il ( s diffiudties, 
and provide for its ultimate security and suc¬ 
cess lie had never used any words inconsist¬ 
ent with such 3 vitwof theMtu3t>on *>f affairs; 
And however highly he was rlbpoed to esti¬ 
mate the merits and talents <T his rt.hun. rela¬ 
tion, however anxiously and earnestly he 
] t :d expected to have nD„ administration 
formed on su< h principles* ,nmh*r such su¬ 
perintend mcc and influence, he .could ii^yer 
supped expiessiojis disced to £uch aft ob¬ 
ject inconsistent withjhis high emulation of 
fljo-o talents. }t was with p-mi’ami regret 
fhat, he ft It himself under the necessity of 

^dvertbtg, to »hn subject, so prr#*pnaLto 
’ inwif and hh eo^ur xiuns $ hut he felt, 
owever, d higher juribve for J>|pet, be- 
cause he found, iJwt <jvlw*< v< r public object, 
he ami his fiiemV Vight h>be proposed. 
wh*tevfrpi*iw the country mig^t had 

£ >T t b r forty al \\J I * , 9'81 * Otlg , v'& • 'US, & ft t 

able administration.* tbetiotuliut and fasten* 
of h^rt.'bon vmx calcined to As 

pm* ticun of ibe enemas of aeceiftpUxhia^ 
uuM dchHa\>i^ object in th$ pteiseut pc* * 


rilous and alarming times, In what hr h ul 
urg»-d, he hail felt hinavlf attiuied bv a 
turn sense of wlm wit dim to lvs own cha¬ 
racter, ami to the dim meter's of those who 
acted with limn, in order to slu w that there 
was no contradiction in fhur conduct, and 
that it was not m< on-istent with their past 
professions. Impie^ed with such mm- 
ments, theiefore, it was not wuhouL mi 
easiness hr saw his it. hurt nlative in a 
situation in which iw could n'-t Mew him 
but with pa.n and regret. — 'J lw rl. hm. 
gent, then observed, tint h« should not 
weaken the objections that ind abtady her a 
so powerfully urged against dm bill, by at- 
templing to enforce them. Though de ie 
Were some objections min who h he did not 
enter entirely, there were odins that had 
appeared to him fatal to the rmasine, w f - n 
had never even the appe trailer of an an 
swer; one cf these iv» bagged biull> to 
notice, namely, that ihh» measure would 
create a picnmim agauut tin n-gular r*- 
cniitlng- After dwelling sh-Ttly <>n this 
objection, the rt. hi*n member concluded 
with giving hts dissent to the measure 

'Jlhe Cbuticeihr of tk: Euhf jtfer said, he 
had been m-ressar lv ltd to the topws ad¬ 
verted to* by the allusions which a imlde 
lord opposite (loid Trmp'e} nc x m his 
place, hiul made pr rsonally to bun He had 
touched on these topi< s t not w fh any design 
of intetienng with the o\ unon wlm h any 
individual might have, as to what \v--uld be 
ibevbest kind of govt f ’-r the country, in d 
that which he would wish to see estnbhdw d. 
Whjt he did allude to was, not mnvl} a 
seotmient of what was desirable* but a 
known intention of the noble lord, and th- i e 
who thought with him, marktd bv an * 
tussive paitiabty towards him, < f w !m h he 
was Ivgtdy unwnithy, in speaking ot ti.e 
govt that thf n existed, whuh tlwv vh.oac- 
ter'hed as int'fft 'icnt* be had understood o ?s 
the express sense of the woble lord and h 
friends, that hu being placed at the her,d 
of hi& Mayeiity* guvL wouhl he a ciuuin- 
s-tance that woulU remove in thetr mind«, 
every objection to U. He enu'd not speak 
precjfely as to the words, but lw was so c lear 
a$ to this being th' j sense of v. hat v/hi said, 
that unless the rt. h<»n. gent had rontradn t- 
cd it, htj \yovild ••nil have believed it. He 
only UiCntiontd tins to account for bh ih.i-k- 
ing it very extraordinary that the nobb loid 
and hi^fneruh, should, after the cxltr-.i.e 
change, in whicji he had been called u^cn 
by Ins Majesty to act a leading part, adopt 
•i conduct $o diffmept from the language he 
thrift undcfstocxl them to hold, that they 
should tipnh »ucfe a change, ppij the sh^c 



he had in It, fuel) a* to calf for a systematic 
opposition 10 the‘govt, to which he had sop 
posed them SO pledged, and that they should 
have commenced that opposition at the very 
outset. If- he misunderstood foe rxpr«**» 
aioas, be withdrew h» opinion open them} 
but what he foundejifois observations upon 
was clear in the recollection of the fcbMe. 

Mr. Grenville, in fx^lanatiod, said, to 
the best Of his recollection,- he. afid bfodts 
nearly connected wifomui, had te’mes'ed 
- the very high opinion which they ted ««r 
entertained of bis rt. feoti, friBM. ^fiit W 
could' never be soppoaed, that they nileaht 
to have gone the Idogfo of ftjtegi foot »b# 
single eitrcunistance of hi* rt. Sep friend 
being mate a part of-the govt, wfti#' hfe 
then •opposed, would be a sqfftftent rtniM ' 
to them to desist from foeir opposition. . ' 

Ear! Jem, k said, that whatever oaight to 
the conceptions of hi* it. bon. relation (Mr. 
Pitt) oy the com eptitms of any of to* ffopfilifo 
he must, for himself, disavow hay big ejjtr 
made use Of any such expression, or hp'nUjg 
ever entertaired Such a sentiment fjdttefwr , 
great the respect was whir ft ft* had for the 
rt. hon gm '* talents, however attaitod to 
him by friendship, still he never supposed• 
that merely his introduction into 0 gUvt. 
which hr. had opposed as fttotet»eoW|y and 
radically bad, could give him a confidence 
in that administration. It wtmldfbe in fob 
recollection of the house, that when he mate 
use of the expression, foe rt hon gent wg* 
a supporter of the govt which he hod since 
opposed, and which he was now St foe b$8d 
of •: Whatever room there might to to ?«»* 
gine, from a ronfidcnce in the exertion m 
bis rt. hon. friend’s great talent#, that fjp 
govt, was of much greater yolifo than W? 
former, he could tot, though He allowed 
there was accession of talent, see foufo 9te‘ 
sola lion in a change, which w»l cofcfmed' 10 
a single individual. 1 ' »i 

Tfoe Ghutueller tf tie fitolteto* fo to* 
planatfon said, fie referred h»d ijtte 

said byfoose nearly MmIpM fob Pto 
ble lwdyi and not pprtiteiUPuM wny tbit® 
that had bren said byhitO^jif S jV 

■ Mr. - WnuUmb Uitegh ‘MMt£ ® 
eluded, could tot foei fodSforWW WMfflRj 
accusation brought agifost fodta with wiwSI 
he wasmeavly «©m«*Md. 
pai ty to the exprpteos wlfofo Mpp 
the grounds of % aocCtsathi 
a* bo might now 




opposite" ‘ riot jflSsist iftfi affixing It# *’ v 
those fipfessimt* any #hich, it 
declared bjr the authors, theynot 

convpy. 'IVr* wtote 'Jf 1 : 

const! UfoSirm lor difft nnt pzi)&\ '< 

statutes were to be* copitrn^d ;.4ricdy.5 - 

h« never h< mi th*t ifai* , 

to be applied Hf \o: 

Of fnemUhtpVHe <ymi> 
auction of the bi l f, on v\ Mi'clr,• 


t\iH the nwttor 

tbou« #ftrr th£ fowif 

-UtolJtoi tea. _W, I,a.,..,.. T‘ I 


a r tesfervatidus# merely (0 ■t-sbtettfea 
: nd, Afidi w awdft to thtetW* hfs ! ie*i- 
itlgs against »measore so pregqmt, a, be 
tjpaceifved, With mischief. 1 he points irf 
Wte h« foouM advert were such as had 
eifost tote overlooked, or #t (east, not spf- 


jcitolir pofofod tot. Add Hie first remark 
tobe mateW-w to the mtnoer i» which 
fois Wtrttort bad torn brookht forward. 
When a nter niflitarv’tystem Was about <0 
to-flttMished, the, natural'- Course of teo- 
Oc«fTn#Whi to Mke a c<?crtprtheh*if« yieW 
of the whole bf Our military force *af that 
lima subsldtbg. Of this loroe ft win fiqt 
oaturifo%! % part hhoubl to ombtedj to 
totoiteftwWilo 'Itself, md ccrtitmly to trad* 
Yttewfol* In twr estfmition, as that of tlWvo- 
> Whw these had been duly oO»- 

stdefod, some It fomnattOO might perhaps 
hato Won ex tested as to foe number* and 
sit oolite Of oor regular army i a apboiegof 
fun?, Ytecte.tewuver overlooked in all onr 
iafo rafljwry’ aiV tngemehts, -hto fn oitief 
tifipwbotb ttoogbt to be Of some account. 

In fote bpfo'iblte and evtoy other part of 
ote if Phisfirrd to to diminedy fo rtttf 
vmi® WO could possibly say eithw 


h thm alrtody pdoptrd t of what 

gfefe? 

k Wb*M ,iN ‘ prteenf measure. 


tod WM' 
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tence of dissolution, b would operate like 
th« sun upon the wings of Icmus, The 
wait would be melted, and cl<wu the corps 
Iftust fall. In spying tins it mmt not be 
fruppwd that he was so confounding things 
as to conceive, that by rendering exemption 
useless only by tendering it unnecessary, 
the pie»ent measure had done &u injury to 
the volunteers. Unqnefclto.iabb their con¬ 
dition was not made wont*, merely because 
that of others was rondeied better. He 
spoke only of its practical effects. At the 
same tij^e be must bay, that there was some- 
thing a little ludicrous, well as not quite 
decorous w,ih respect to the house, in » uf- 
iering the volunteers *to stmt away with a 
lull persuasion, that they were enjoying a 
most valuable privilege, while those who 
were in the secret, not being indeed rfjc 
tnembm of this house, knew that a measure 
in agitation which would render the 
whole of this supposed privilege a mere de™ 
Iuhod > or, what was vulgarity called, a bite. 

much for the connexion of the present 
measure with the volunteer^ With respect 
to the regnhr aroiy, the connexion was, if 
possible, still closer. So clow; Was it in¬ 
deed, that it was impossible Satisfactorily to 
give an opinion on the present meawie 
Without knowing previously what vitas d.,ne 
and proposed to be done with respect to the 
army if any one wis asked, whether it 
was right tr» have an intermediate furry, 
such bs was now proposed, he mast say, tell 
mtt hist, what you mean to do with your I 
army, and on what footing service there is 
tjO be put; accoidmg to the regulation* there 
fmroduced, will be the neeeWtty of having 
51 force of this description at ail, or of mo¬ 
delling it in such and such a manner. AH 
these previous inquiries, however, the hon , 4 
^thur of tfae present plan seemed to think 
Aotoaly usHm but injurious He studious¬ 
ly ar *4 industriously avoided them. ,r So 
earnest was he to separate from this question j 
any mention of the volunteers; that atf 
#bich related to that system was forcibly 
#»d violently thrust out of the feotfcte, pu*hod 
1fjMf the stage by head and shoulders* m order 
jthst it might* be clearly removed before the ; 


present measure made its appearance In 
like manner, till this naeatefe was „ dfebe 
nothing to fee said about tte plans 
ttatwere m agftjition fdr the army. The 
feoo. gent, seemed in fee afraid of distracting 
fhe aitentiotiof th^tess?, % bridging be- 
fou them too rdanf'«^jevts at omse* * ft was 
SPriou of flfepfe Hid down fer thfc 
Ifetyb fife persona %- 

'; he was so apprehenri ve of crobdiog 
10 fearful let* hh charges shduJd 


I h ive any thing to say to one another, that he 
j would never suffer mure than one to be upon 
j the stage at a time : his whole piece wmh a 
conn. ijmI s iltlnqny If sr.* h \v is the man¬ 
ner in which this n e-sim* was bto* 1 siHt for¬ 
ward, with a view to the mi am atfoMlM tor 
e-dimding its mmtsj^an eqw-d c-bjection 
might be made on the score of tjm , ind <>f 
thrlntl* notiee whn h tie* h-mxi had h.i l 
of the sort of measme which it was infant 
to submit t> them. Till wiihin a bw dm 
(almost wiihin a Uw hours') of tin monrni 
being made, not an itbj was mi! n famed 
that the plan about to 1 P purposed, was any 
other fhiliu that which had bum opnu d by 
the horn gent, some nmi.'hs h Tore Tr u„s 
not till the nynrunt of ptribr.iwii. t\ and 
| wliMi rim curtain vns ;n tu illy dniahi up, 
that tile manage r pt forward (wuii>mt an 
apoiosy) and signdif d th u the wink* was 
changed, and that in»u 1 ! of th>- jn» < c 
which had Ikco a.ui»u;a<d, we w . 1 to 
banc, nat, as an hon an 1 lea 1 red fn 1 d < > 
Ilia lnd Said the other nigh*, the g-'-l nld 
play ot the Urcruitii’g Ofimta, brt a *-0 mge 
fantastical piece, predm t-d f-r ih<* . euo, 
and got up in 3 huny.c.db.j 7/n fu ynch'iiL 
f Ci^ry, or, The Rt < 1 Utiirir ( /;/nb ff^jrdtws. 
It waji difucult to copcmu; \vtr*t sir* pto- 
gress of -the counsels cnnUl have l'c> n 1 hat 
gave 1 rise to so happy an idea, it mu Id 
never h^e been foimcd .it once, or in any 
ordinary circumstances, but must bate fr^n 
4he re$p!t ot a innsultution, such as il.-it 
degcnl>efi in Foot/s fire-of the Minor 4 A 
great day comuig on ; the greatest dty thA 
t»ca^>n, All the world to be thtie,—old 
opposition, new opposition, a vast atnn- 
dancc from the cuuntiy. Nothing in the 
meanwdide settled. Ballot found to he im¬ 
possible, and no expedient thought ot by 
which its.place coulrl be supplied/ In tin* 
situation somebody ^eerns to have coni t ived 
the idea of a sort of pmccedtng wl.hh 
should be neither compulsory nor not r un- 
putyory; should not boa gtioLi, ytt should 
be eonoectyd with districts and parishes; 
should fee a system of recruiting, yet be 
parried on by persons not named fey govern- 
though possessing a certain degree of 
authority, and known in the country i l'!l be 
fefinged/ says $ome 4ne> 1 if you don't mean 
reednting by paribh officers.* The hon gent, 
seems tb have jutnped at (he hint, and pa* 
rpdi-oncers it has bee*^ The point im¬ 
portant tokfbfc considpfed w^as what were 
fekely to hS tht effects of the measure thus 
happily felt off. The bon. gentlemeri here va¬ 
poured a great deafe and asked triumphantly, 
they fead tp offer by Whom the pre- 
seta measure objected fcH, To this it 
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nvghr hr* sufficient t*» answer, that th u v who 
objcaed to a measure were not llicufuie 
bound 10 bti provided w.Ui a b^iur in it* 
loo. n I» ua* enough it tluy umld reason¬ 

ably premium tnat a better might be p r n- 
M*led. But he was willing to go turttier, 
aud having fiequetely stated wlial his own 
i e.is wfre, to compare tho^e ideas with 
what was now aditp'cd, \ oar Ideas said 
the tom. gentlemen aie merely negative ; 
th< y ne no»hing at ail. They would do well 
to ash, betuie tLey pressed, that to pick 
weie iheir own plan stripped of its ne¬ 
gative merits, how much of it would re- 
imm ? Iff* negative merits of the plan, the 
Lon it' would reolUct, were all that the hon 
gcntleiii n insivcd upon. The plan Was 
good, because it at>offff-d the bailor, bCt?aus<* 
it i duce l the mditia, b^ause it removed 
competition, because U limited the bounties* 
So it Leila iily was : and so equally, mid on 
the vi ry same accounts, was the plan bp- 
j»uv\l to them. All the u eos abuve-etiU- 
io f *iai' m d, the lion gentlemen would recol¬ 
lect, were our', as well as theirs y and* what 
wab not less to the purpose, Wfcte owr* long 
before they were thens, and when in truth 
they wete made a mat nr of reproith to 
tbo-e who held them. There ua* nothing 
on th --w points, therefore, in which one 
plan uitiWed tuni uie other. The great 
advantage which we had was, that with m 
all w.i'. negitive, and Unit in addition to the 
rest lli.it we got rid ot, we got rid of the 
hum gentlemen's scheme of lining parishes, 
and uciuiting by pamh-ofhctis It was 
curious therefore to hear \ he rt. hon. gew- 
tlem u oiling upon us to know what were 
om ideH, and what we had to propose Ul 
the room ot what we objected to. Wo were 
in the situation ol a man who, having been 
stripped of all he nad, is a^ked by thegro&~ 
bci wheie his money wua. Where i$ my 
money ? lie would Kay: why, in) our pocket, 
Whete were our ideas? why in the lion, 
gent’s bill He must not be understood to 
mean, however, iliat in claiming these ide&s 
fur himself and his hon, friends, he would 
be willing to take them such as they had 
now become in the hands of those who had 
lately had possession of fhertl. * The hott* 
gent, had made them lus own by the manner 
in which lie had treated them. He must 
S 3 y with the Roman epigrammatist, 

Quam recifte mn js ext, u Fi dentine, hbellafs. 

Scd male cum repius mupitcsse tints. 

The opinion seemed to be, that nothing 
could be good, that was not attended with 
considerable niconvcnveope. It ^ r as H&e 
Che fancy of some sportsmen, that a gun 
could not carry its shot well, if U did not 


kick a little,—*did not make itself felt upon 
the shoulder. The hon. gentlemen could 
not pci suade theujbclves, that means might 
hr nt once both ea^ and efficacious. Their 
notions were those of the countryman who 
came to London to have his tooth drawn: 
when the operation had been performed with 
great case and addiess, and he was called 
upon to pay half-a-guinea,—half-a-gninea, 
says he ! why, in our town, for n quarter of 
the money j have been pulled round the: 
room. He wished the hum gentlemen did 
not despise ao much plans which might 
otherwise be ,good, merely be cl use they did 
not happen to be of great show .»nd bulk, 
did not form a ju&Vim vohtmcn. It was as 
possible for a meamre of fftie display and 
parade to be worth something, as it was for 
one of a contrary description to be good for 
nothing. Of the latter position the present 
bill would probably furnish an example. 
Nothing was ever worse # calculatrd to an¬ 
swer its purpose, in whatever view it was 
considered* As operating upon the military 
spirit of the country, its effect would be 
that of wet sand upon a fire. Nothing 
could be devised more injurious to the real 
military feeling of a country than a greal 
home army. To separate military distinc¬ 
tion from danger, was the very receipt which 
any one would recommend who Wished to 
enfeeble and relax the respect felt for the 
profession and character of a soldier. But 
setting aside these more general considera¬ 
tions, and viewing the measure merely with 
reference to its more direct objects, and at* 
a means of obtaining men, it-was in his opi¬ 
nion hardly less objectionable. The part of 
the population of the countiy who could be 
induced at all to engage in nuhtaiy hie, 
might be distinguished into three classes, 
via. those who would enter into a mihtia or 
home-army,, if ;>uch existed, but would in 
&pcs(se be pa evaded upon to engage for ge¬ 
neral service; those who would engage fat 
general service, were the opportunity afford¬ 
ed them, but woqld otherwise not enter at 
All j a class less numerous probably than the 
formed but by no means , so UuW as vm 
commonly supposed, and thirdly, those who 
bmftg bent lit all events upon a miff ary hte, 
wp$d enter as spldtm in one way or another, 
intotfee regedsr army, if there were no other 
Upecibs of force* or aratmg the troops lor 
home service* if there were no scud* thing 
as a reffui^r army. It was not meant to W 
contended, that by baifiag a force nS A 
de*cn|ft'i6nft, more men would not bft 
thsfh if the choice w«rC limited /to Mt&sr 
service separately. 3'htarfnusi of necessity 
be &o, it men were famid u&ctaflpefe h &( the 
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rfsr^sefi Ubpyc enumerated But the ques ! 
noti vy^ i \ yhth way would uloio nten 
he gao^ud to the ft qul n ariby ? Atid Jute i 
itwaseiudtnL that ip the fust insure the 
p mp,imou wa* whol’y agamst US Those 
S»jh<> would eogage tor regular serviets, and 
in no other we should have on either sup- 
bosuiofi* 1 hose whom nothing coaid tn^ 
fence to enjpgt no regular service* we mint 
vuth itsptu to the uguiar smtee he de- 
puve4 of m either vupppHttub* E»fr of 
those who bow* demmmy4 <9 fepetaw •»!- 
dim, would at all evdntv engage tu <*ne ster- 
vjice, vthwier that might be, were the 
pot ottiffd to tMr choice* IttwrhA 
Whuld tH>w engage m hdme sfeivirb* of 
w£uun the number could pot ho COf&tdwd 
m small, would he so much clear loss. While 
gamed, m .number <4* wa, w^sMuld 
uumhhr ff -T^lc^-;;^;4T!tp^Pp4t j;j 
briefly t hefcsmk of;the:qoi|pa:rjf^ 

'$&m, namely, Wwilf'tflff';j 
psfoy quly, or * re|uWti|]& 
i^h v fro*)B asj was 8hl§|f§j^ 
tff|>eet 4$toste;« 

f ra time, jpQjkybe ; 




>*tt -home 'iniQ 




that they would, namely, so that the boun¬ 
ty for the army of restne, joined to that for 
removing fiom thence into the regular army, 
should have b< en equal* or somewhat in¬ 
to mi to that which was given for enttnng 
into the line at once, there might have been 
some ground* though tar from a conclusive 
one, tor that argument But in the 
pusfnt cave* where mme was to be got bv 
enteung the army through the medium of 
the arthy of rescue than by enlist ng as a 
soJdnf at o«Ce* nothing’* but complue >£- 
nuiHUCe ot ihoaghiks&mss could prevent 
mtjett from taking that course Who would 
Opt bft willing ta make that hula cm nit for 
tltejptCJif that ^dduional advantage > JVtn 
foe ever "went out of their way foi the sake 
of rtumpike when they weie to p*y but 
here, with liter MBit ion of a safer and easier 
which they were to 
•>d' 4 fcfe odd, indeed, if this was 
^Iiafehe;,frrute;; m frequented. W Vre it 
'hg|^^^iO'oa-ly < partible reason which would 
^W- dnt*y?wbieh would sound 
df' those, who supported 
no ‘strong was the 
• 't;gii^;eideRegular army, that even 
.prdfii iich induce men, though 

: 'OM&ar %> she>f| time, to enter'into any other 
^/4{^a|pr:’of^rvife How this came to be 
:hardly possible to con- 
;.|i A woiitd really uccm, as if it were 
^ view to blinding the public as 
bf the measure. AM that came 
jbp'-army• of reserve, it Was meant to 
in evidence of the benefit 
t :md as it was plain that 
j^MtnbS;^b)d : gd btfr of theaimy of reserve 
{^Pjypd^ vnqt:. - beetf 'previously in it, the 
■'^d'^l^awn into that rcposHmy, the 
the advantages that had 
lt ' ' l hey bribed men, 
to order'that morn 





his part, nothing seemed more SttteiHgibfe, 
than that theses two properties should go 
together. This hous«vwas certaiuly of that 1 
opinion, when according to a wffll know.n 
formula, its committees were directed to fitjcf 
whether the petition rtsfetfed to fben^ftad 
not been^riw>/i»r <Wd Besots W. ^etO;;the 
conditions were not only conupajihle* 
the one was commonly a conspqjjettce of MtP 
other. There was often no-bette#' way jo' 
ohow a cause to be venations/than tt» i$t<% 
that it was frnolous In the presojK jn- 
stance, the inference held both ways 1 $iot 
only might the present tpeeiurd jwstljr b* 
described as having both the one and the 
other of the properties in qurstjOtt, aftf tiley 
wire dependjltt mutually on ends 
the mcastle was vexatious because it 10&L 
frivolous, and frnolous because tt Was ve®** 
atious The former position tosiiy 
telligible ; and the latter would he so upob 
a little reflexion, when it was considered 
how rnpeh of the eftect of any la* tteMd* 
ed upon the ret option which it amt w«a » 
the public feeling. Of this a strMog proof 
was to be fonnd tn the army of ntySlve MS. 
That measure was actually brought to a 
Stand by the growing repugnant of v tHe 
country to submit to its further fifQjpess. 
It was not that the country was awowtoly 
exhausted * that men were Wally so longer 
to be had. if that had been the case, Wat 
would become of our present hopes? Jt> 
was that the sense oft the country rpse W 
strongly against the vexation and ifwWite* 
tiieoce of the measure, that the «*ftc«tion<of 
it could no longer go on. The ehjip<u@» 
might welt be apprehended for m% pfffwit 
bill. The feeling of its ( vexatU?tts&JM, m$& 
the conviction of its inaftiueuey* 
soon arm the public mind agyifttfiit. A$*fcg 
its numerous evils, one was we eitotpSifp* 
ment.it would give to the systWU ejfjwtfppr 
iogi To call for recruiting frow 
wardens and overseers, was to lay trtWa the 
rule that die business nn^ 

syA&rtf terv .# 

crhnp*?^ Tiij* was a 

cot mfrf m 

^0^1 um ^nik 



thegr had met* under the qufcja and army ''■> 
of reserve bills, but it established bounties 
highei 1 than lad ever beforl oe^nt givtn by 
government, and which Would, moreover, 
be ioere**ed in practice beyond the sums at 
which they were established. This was 
j^rob^blyWtie only fruit that we .Arnold de- 
^Ive.from The parishes would 

rrtieSff/but/.they would completely 
« a bounty which we should 

epjoy far ever after |t was the somnium 
the thud's drevn w<- thought tq 
ljk|M metis and we should And nothing but 
We caught at a purse, and' we 

S ^speff i wtjlttr. Otht r evils there were 
1 suiit^inatf hind, and some of them of 
sjdtri pw»tt»*#ki»t the tense of the evil was 
iPt <0 « g^htl a»?a»tire, in the .ridicule, 

t whole functions of life were so con¬ 
ed apd blofided ip this cations system, 
ihsib hslf Of pat ) lwyer* .wjsrei. becom¬ 
ing soldi#*, ( ail our soldwrs must-become 
(toWlXenfc, #te of our principal general hath 
Wen forwiyie tune past the attorney fene- 
a), 1 Instead of sending oar young men. to 
joiaihwir togiweWW', ip»pQdth*Wi| upon thel; ' 
rothovsl tro%*hh college at Wyqpmbe, We ■ 
hhoam,||iv-edham the run of a few months 
: Of enfftt the Idas of court j*tbat they fttight ',,: 

| takft ttt t$« law, and bd instructed in theSe 
profession ander the various safe, \ ■ 

vic^t'Wooarter sessions, meAttpgsof deputy ■; 
lieutenants* «hd correspondences with pa- 
Chh-ofBcSb, BOrti'a JotBico and the Chon*- ' 
,4wtrdcg'%¥iw* !, ^* m » would he as n.-efes- 
' 0**0|r,to B»thoFt^d Engineer, 

or*W|»‘.5#at* As^atoat. or aoj-cf the eie- 
whfch their studies had 
MulPS been 'ijodned. Great pains had 

t0 caofpaia tab measure w ; (h • ,, 
reserve, «otaadm«S ; !ifh||f.he p-ir* : ' 


fjmisfeiptagsoaa. 
»p'««!b|usf'niadio 
4 on ,««0<y dis- 
r dirtiociibn need. 


y^Cy 'of |Hk, 



i ! 

ai«Sm 


: ’g er^ af ^r . 
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chuh d with fxpre^singti hope, that a mea¬ 
sure so (if drucUve and ruinous would be 
rt r'-nsnlrttM. 

The ( }a\t cV‘ir of the Evclcqvtr, in ex- 
pbi 'htion, duel tit d that the rt. hon. gent, 
spnkt m a total misapprehension of the 
pi no. which he hid on a former occasion 
detailed to ihc house Notwithstanding all 
the wit, humour, 311J sarcasm', aa well as 
invective, with which the rt. hon. geht. Op¬ 
posed this measure, it was the very same in 
principle which he had btforte staled to the 
home. He would assert that he had ex~ 
j fessly pi opened recruiting by parishes- 

Mr. For aw x rted that there was a* much 
different <• \n the application of the principle 
as described in the rt. hon. genth outline, and 
as contained in this bill, as there was baleen 
light and d.ukncss. 

The L bruhtUor rf the £u!\ ,i}>*r repeated 
Ids former opinion as to the parishes. 

Ah. /v,r pointed out the dhiVrence he be- 
lore alluded to, between the first pwpoOwion 
of tin? rt hem. grin. and the present bill, as 
in the one case die j remits wcie to be raised 
by tbe parish for the parish/ whereas by this 
bill they Were to be raised by the paibh for 
the public. 

Lord I)e Bteu/niere rose to address the 
home > but the question being thirdly called 
for, it was put accordingly, and the bill was, 
without a division, read a thud time and 

*od .—Adjourned* 

HOUSfii QF L0kD& 

JVcdnad&y, June 20. 

[Minutes.]—M r. Tree's divorce bill 
went through a committee, and was ordered 
to be rcported.^The Aylesbury eleiMon bftl, 
after a Star word? front the Lord Cfuwcel- 
Ibr, who charactcrisellfft as unjust* illegal, 
and uacnnsrimtSottal, waifeada third tmie 
and passed.—The ^dd^Ot^fTbriic ,L-dlf and 
several other '«£ , 

the Commons, and fead ~ 

the additional force bib bctng v ‘rt^4? Lord 
Camden moved, tbit 4%$ 

the view, should printed^j*^ the 

table of tbe house an Friday^ ' b^ipg' 
read a tfcccmd time on , 1 

lordships were accoydi^ly 
fcOmmcmed for Alpd&y^AdJfnrh'ed/ r * j 

OF COMM<>NS. c ‘ ' 

dxe20*■ k * , * 

JJJrftttt&i s.l—A new writ was ordered 1 
to be i^urd h.r the election of a member to 1 
paihamuit fbr Bridgewater, m the 1 
fiwm id Jcflefy* Alien, Esq. who has *e- i 

.t t . . I 


1 i50d.— Sol'iay Fisheries FAIL [pyl 

ccpted the ChiRrrn Hundred * —Mr. Alcx- 
andet biought up the 1 rj ort (i the* com¬ 
mittee on the InT linen ru *nufd<-tiire regu¬ 
lation bill Ordered to be r< rul ? third time 
to mot 1 ow —"1 he fa ou h additional defence 
bill was rt cointoilted, several amendments 
made, and the report unit red to be i-cmed 
tomorrow.—Tlic bill to picvent the »onn- 
trrhiting of dollars and tokens was brought 
up, read a first, and ordered to be lead a 
second time on Friday next, and to C 
printed*, 

[Solwav FishekiM Rn l ] —Sir M »*- 
liaen Puhenev moved the order <.f the d. v 
for the second reading of the Solwa\ tide. 1 ics 
bill. On the question bemgput, 

Gen, Gait u\ne opposed it On the grounds 
.that it wa* a gross atnek on private 
peily. A gent, who had n*ad^ a fortune b, 
hts own industry, purl based 'he fwi ;<* 7 he r r 
this fishery lay fium the noble iamb, of 
AtvandaUb While Jt was in the po^st - ; on 
of that family, this question ha<t m vei bfeu 
thought of. After sou c other ob-rn s> 
he concluded by contending that this >s 
a point fhf n court of hm to decide, and iu,t 
for parliametit, 1 he lost of the pasate 
property could not in this bill be made up 
by a compensation, as no ^Och thing was 
eUimcd in the preamble. 

The observed, lint ir w is p» 1 

fcctly coa)pfe(Cnt to a (ontnmtrr tn k.ne :\ 
clause for cuttife-uvuion, uh'-thrr 'hing 
Of that sort wab U. limed m the pi ramble <>r 
tint. 

x $ir HL PnUemy contended, in oppn ition 
to^hc major general, that no pman pio- 
perty w<is here inv.uhd 'lhc nut hud it 
fishing practisfd by the geni allu !« d n». v. as 
illegal, and ought, for the good ot the 
neighbouring country, to be put an end to. 
He hoped, therefore, the home would fairly 
consider the question, and not be canud 
away by the loudness of the major general * 
Voice. 

Mi. Stint maitilaimT the necessity 
of going To to the comma tee, in oidu to 
<triabl6 the huusifi to form n proper jud^- 
Serifs td the quosiioib as ih^ 
tito w*ho bad pint vpoken ditflied 

bo Widdyv^that a conmnime to take the mb- 
jtct under cur^idcralion u as the 0 n 1 y mentis 
vf cond^gar ilc* rruth, 

’Air. CfetWy tJiought the court of session 
every wmy compel'm to gitc red r ess, if my 

was »cces*ni> lie *hQUght the hon. bait. 

had net made dm Id* case, furpriv >tc ptopti - 
ty was certainly ii jured by ih.s bdl It the 
ti^htry m bvas de^tin^ed, sc»»\'r ot 

llit* fibli nnghf c*tnr 5uu. ih»-n«ts oi U.t Leo. 
'b’art, baidic conntiy v, t x L. It i o\l a c the 
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er for it, for the hon, bart. would not 
them cheaper than others would do. 
therefore moved, as an amendment, 
t the bill be read a second time this day 
loiuhs.—The house then divided on the 
stum, that the bill be now read a second 
e, when there appeared, for the bill <56, 
inst it 74 * The bill was consequently 
by a majority of 18. ' 

Irish Budget.] The house having 
dvf-d n>eit into a committee of ways 
means, Mr. Alexander in the ch^ir, 
dr. Fusts?, pursuant to hi* notice, to 
ihe attention of'the committee to the 
e of the finances of Ireland, and to the 
icdies he proposed to recommend fpr the 
iciencie* existing therein. It had fallen 
ns lot in the late parliament to represent 
lu* liou.se that the revenues of that couf*- 
weie in a rapidly decaying and decreasing 
o, and lie had on that oepashm.prognos¬ 
is! that tin y would not become better, 
pericncr has yeiUied the predict!oa>vfor 
r ar from being better, they were actually 
i worse state, as would appear from .& 
tement of the amount of the Itfsh debt 
different periods. In the, year 
national debt of Ireland amounted to 
00 0001.; in 1800, the year before the 
on, it a mourned to 23,0Q0,0U0h; last 
ir to 43,000 0001. and 0,500,OOOh had 
m ad le 1 to it in the course ol ilia present 
ir, which made it nearly 53,000 QOOh if | 
gimd was to increase her debt In proper- i 
n to that sum, according to the settled 
i*s of duties in each commy, the stun of ■ 
a increase would Amount ty (?4 OO0,0OOh 
t it was evident that England did not in- 
>a,e her debt this year to any such amount* 
the due proportion, therefore, want Opt 
pt up, and if Ireland continued to $<$£.- ■ 
jlatc a much larger debt than she should j 
according to the rate of debt accumulate 
in England, it was plain thnt the Jbrmer 
uimy was going upon ft system wholly 
mms; and one which 1% icq,ill red the 
lole energy of persons connected with 
dand to put a *top to, Parliament might 
opose an equalization of taxes, and ft con- 
idation of the accounts,of both countries £ 
it m the progress Ireland would be found 
be increasing burdens far beyond 
Kit 'cieat Hi it am increased htfrs. And 
f» worst circumstance of all that belonged 
tins minims system was, that the govt., of 
eland was hot rowing money out of the 
►untry; and by that means*, not only 
e.iifd absentee debts, and .absentee taxes* 
jt was contiait^d, by all the mean* she 
assessed, ofiucrrpsingher exports, and di- 
nushing het imports. White she \v*as able 


to raise money, by loans in G. Britain, every 
exertion towards accomplishing these great 
causes of national weahh was taken away. 

Bat the debt so raised, had a still worse 
tendency; it had the effect of diminishing 
that revenue, that should pay the inu¬ 
res! of d, , Ireland was in as bad a state 
with regard tether revenues, as her debt. 

It was also an effect of the increase of the 
debt, that the ordinary revenues to pay the 
interest of it were on the decline* In the 
yfe&r |80t), the amount of the ordinary re- 
was 2,b00,000h when the debt was 
Id^pQQipOOi.; last year the revenue was 
3780,D00iU itS^OOOl. less than the year be¬ 
fore thd>Uoion, ftnd the debt ot Ireland was 
3 represent &^$00,oaoL But assuming the 
net produce of the ordinary revenue at 
3A^>,000h, the^ amount of interest and 
'qBNfffi* Aq b¥ v defrayed theieoot was 
f 3;50OOCXl!U so thaMcaictly 3U0.0001. would 
; remain to be applied to «iie joint charge of 
tbd empire* the propOitiou of which that 
; hftdfallen dpoo lietend in the present year 
bad amoutued to 4*000,0001. ' But the pruh- 
ptjct'Waa even worse, for it appeared that 
thc j^v^UU^ had deceased since Jan. in the 
proportion ftfom 2 to $GQ,QQO\ ; and if it 
1 Were to cotitipue to dimmish in the same 
ratio to dbo end of the year, there would 
remain nothing for the joint charge, and 
Ireland would be, in that respect, as a bionic 
sheet ot paper. If such >vere the dtnation 
of the country, as m its finano s, he put it 
to the representatives of Ireland, ail oi 
whom* now m London, he was happy to see 
in their places* whether the best and fairest 
mc4$ wpisht lK # b* to look the^e difficult, c? 
Intfat fiacc, and to endeavour to raise a u> 
ven%, without oppr«wg trades or mairi- 
fact urea, fts tu keep,pace with, he should 

not say, the sister country* but with this 
part qf their country. The first means ot 
llfth&tflfp the revenue would depend upon 
the.of the gentlemen of Ireland to 
prevent, private distilleries; the effect of 
which would be to augment the revenue, so 
that whocvetMttlght b^tfie future chaacrllor 
og the exchequer should not be under a ne¬ 
cessity of resorting to $ direct tax on their 
properties* .The good effects of the'co¬ 
operation t#f the gentlemen with the govt* 
was evident from’ the advantages that had 
resulted from it; With respect to a proposi¬ 
tion he had himself made in 1 ?S5, of equali¬ 
sing revenue to the expenditure,- In 
qpnsequence, mo addition bad been made to 
the debt of Inelaud from 3/80 to 1/94* the 
year uf last vvar. Much depended on 
the exertions of gentlemen themselves to 
create a revenue for the peace establishment; 
a C 2 . 
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■whatever taxes should be necessary for the 
support of the war would be the subject for 
future ronoi'c'tatioii. Th^ incidents over 
and abuvt silanes and pensions, in 1800, 
nrooui-ti d to on nook and the last year to 
I 2 ^(»r.)L Tin ieveiute kad been collected 
in JbOO for 101 per cent \ last" the: 
expune of collet turn was ‘l$k 'per, cent; 
the abuses m the collection thercfofO de- 
tervt d attention.-^ Another pofet fhtfte6lftd 
lor soi ions eon'.ideation was, ffrfe amount ot 
the baiamcs in the hands elf the cofti$tol$. 
If ere on the immense revenue ofy¥n\ 


«h«re had been a balance only Of 30bddf. 
it) lhe b.jnds of the Collectors 1*61 year, 
w hereas f lie balances in Ireland ww 
D'ai,onf)l. In 1803 they Were 4t5o^Kf!:y 
in Ibul. ;>03,000h}' ,and tim in the hands’ 
of coUe'Mois now in office, W hdf w 8 S,j|.t 
art car Jrom collectors retard Or 
amounted to 120 000 b, alt sued i&frcbyH 
law, and of doubtful recovery. THfe-ba^^e ■ 
in the hands of the stamp coH&otttrs \tfm\ 
bO.OCJOl , the whole amount, of "the d#rh4p 
on stimps was only X 
htamp-o;i cl Was in Owblfil, andkthe 
was p dd there. > Tiie bal^c^;^thv:,i#)ds 
of the po.tmasfers+geneial ’ 

16 000 ! ; this ymr\%$m : j tWfcgfe .'04f> 
vholr p.ist-offic'e revynnf“^'a^rtly^,tfeoh 
The means he proposed for aiding'the ’ re* ^ 
venue were three j Ut, 
lie' gc: tic-men of Irej&ttd in 
the levunue 5 2d, fc reform in the 
and :-vl a decrease of e*p' k hsfe*' wfttieh ,!#&{*;, 

would depend on thfe govt, 1 

hun. the chancellor of the 1 

hum He meant to give patWdn 

turn day, of a .motion for le^ve t$r *&’' 

a bill* to,:iip|ioint'cotnmissronrrs, 

country, to inquire feto all officer 

til tiien7*he^hdildf^m all 

the Fuhjuct,, ** HeisU&tikt t^W, 
the committ&Ev proceed ' J ‘ 

and extent of thfr H& 1 U&V * 

CormuerKfj, which Would 
articles of 1 import "mA 1 4 ttl^; v o^ 
which were chargeA'^-'wifk^'^^ 

Ireland than in this country; 

mean to ra5^"th^‘<huy \¥m\. . 

amount in this cOuivtry*—*TIifc . 
he proposed, to pliep addit 
was Wutel The' dmy 'on Fi^clf.vW?^ he 
proposed sto raise'pep ton, toggli-oV port, 
65b on rhetoh, 6 C^if MI 

others, ^Qbbcirtg addifibt* 0 !&-^ 2 }u‘© n 
Tr-tuh wiKj^ 20 b o&poft, J%c4 m 3 - 
deira* 22k f)« 4. on rh&hhh* and of 24); 
per tun on ail other wines $ <ht$ ( on tfle 
average of 7 years, would produce 10 , 0 , 0001 . 
"The next article was mall, the duty on 


which ho proposed to raise from ?s. yd. per 
barrel to 9 *. being a rise of Is. ,5d. which 
would produce 63,750b He proposed to 
double the existing duties on tea, which 
would make the whole onblsnk teas Ml. 
per cent. ? and on the finer sorts 841 Ms. 
and would produce 180>000b The duty on 
tobacco w^$ to be further raised from 
Is. l|d/p©r Jb. to IS. did. which, on an 
average of three years, would produce 
112 , 000 b Tti^duiy on home made spirits 
now per gallon, was to be raided to 

4$. ■ 'would yield 4 1,0001. The d n iy 

oh raw ahld refined sogatrwas to be equalised 
m % coMtryv ihe effect of which 
w^qM'*bC ! 1 'f^Wd.v an additional revenue on 
thei^mer ? ior the Utter 3,3nOl. 

Albsvyorti 'before magistrates were 
■ lijbject ai, dtarbp dnty^ except those re- 
jufy presentments for roads, 
1 wtjf'dr IjWsSttM j' he, s»w no rcas<m for the 
e^cA^h, aWd'fbeforepropo-ed they should 
'stn'bjdttji'to th^ stamp duty. I't mots 
for ex.ri'f^able goods were to tear a 
'■ t^Wg-bOtWe^n 2d. and Is. in pro- 

, 'fh'o 1 m\m of the article. 1 'lie 

db'qp^ff : %enf.on retail importers w.h 

wived, vv 4 kh would yield 8 ,Ouob 
Tfc^-iV^ and last dnly he had to piopo.se 
' wonfdo«lv asstsr'rhe revenue, but have 
ntkir feendictal in familiarising the 

Imb'pf^pleafoth^E%ltsh‘ cut rency, prepa* 

' ‘ntt^ry. fnaasure for assimilating the 

of‘ bbth countxics. * The duty 
: ^iwas td-iri%W froxti^ making the whole of the 
.Imfend payable in English cur- 
y%mf$ vw?tff 4 yifdd ^§OM)Ol. making 
iwiUi tlt^whola of the other additional duties, 
(H«i ha ds^me propo^i ti am tosubnnt 
1 ^pbfih!lhlt.y' to..iho house, for the 

Ireland, which 

,,400,000ll’- 'The whole then 
tOMhc' royenne by actual duty 
' " ;liott4 t4WM'^ount?to 1,253,0001. 
;d%e Msh gentlemen w r ould be dis- 
/|ww, 4n the dahgu^ge t»f the sgiior, to 
stt'ong pull, and a pull 
! a ; hogi5th^ m otder xavc the sinking ves-. 
Sid of rt. hon. gent, ob^er- 

ved^-'jthM- thes^i •Editions to the revenucr 
wei| 1 d iret s tress upon the trade 01 marm- 
^fdr^rs-^^e &amky } nor hurt the feel- 
[ Jfigs of ih«; middle or lower ranks. —lie 
mrit proceeded to observe, that although 
the union #ith Ireland had been now four 
years in toleration 3 and thonglr committees 
had been applied to investigue the joint 
accounts botween the two countries Y { l 
thtb hour no balance had been struck to shew 
how the countries had been going on, or 
whether Ireland was paying more or less 
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than her quota to the common expense. But ] 
though the short remnant of the session ! 
might not atthrd opportunity to produce 
any saihfa<'t uy result upon this head, he 
hoped, the- rommeuceinent ot" the next, to 
have the t ccounis in such a state of forward¬ 
ness as to he able to shew aplear statement y 
and hi the interim, he frosted* a giveb time 
in the session would he settled, for bringing 
forward the Irish business, so that foe tnw* 
bers for that country might hate aft oppor¬ 
tunity and timely notice for 
] L> then proceeded to move the feat rifefet- V 
tiOn. *, * \ 

Mr. Carry said, be did not wish to qflfer 
the least obstacle to the rt hon.' g$tk/s.prb** 
positions, b«t wished nevertheless to fflfelta 
ob t>t\ at mm* on a tew of the articles feathad 
been submitted to the house, and hoped W 
would be justified in doing so by the obfe#~, 
rations he had to of for. He was pfetiefe 
hrly anxious to justify the Irish gpvfo ki' 
:spirit to their manner of cbnduetfeg &j|$ 
colliding the revenue. He: did not blame 
the rt, lion gent, for lbs anxiety iu this 
respect, but be insisted (hat powet* sufficient - 
did already exist for better collecting the ns- 
venue Thry already had the power, if 
they hui the inclination, ami even m that 
ho thought the present govt, had not failed. 
He w.h the moie anxious to justify that 
govt, as th y were absent, and therefore 
unable to dtfmd themselves. The arrange* 
merits of the treasury ot Ireland had been 
established on the precedency of the treasury 
of th i - country. He wa> glad nohvithstand^ 
in:, that (he rt. bon gent, had directed his 
■attention to this object, as some advantages j 
might be expected to be derived fu>m it. 
lie i-ftVied some reason^ why the eommUfofc 
h id found it impossible hitherto to make 
inch arrangements as to enable them to give 
a satisfactory statement of the accounts be* 
tween this country and Ireland. 
counts respecting the army pavfoctiferly W$re 
very complicated in their nature; a mode of 
adjusting them had been nevertheless adopted 
which promised to be successful. The rt 
hon gent, then went trtto a discussion at 
some length relating to fee expenditure bf 
Ireland compared with her contribution, and 
gave a detail of the supplies when had 
the honour to introduce them to fee house* 

Mr. J Foster t in explanation, said* that the 
rt. hon. gent, bad certainly done him no 
more than justice, when he said that he had 
no intention of throwing blame ot* any one. 

Mr Carry rose to explain, He had 
omitted to answer one *of the statements' 
of the rt. hon gait ; that in which 
he observed, that very great balances 


remained in the hands of collectors. He 
thought it necessary, in ju situation of foe 
govt, of Ireland, and to r©f$ave a prejudice 
that might otherwise exist against them, to 
state bow this matter actually stood. I^ar^e 
balances were frequently suffered to lie ia 
the hands of Electors for foe of 

convenience in order the. more easily t» f 
pay thbse detachments of foe army and vo~ 
iontettfs font happened to be stationed in the 
districts where these collectors were. And 
it frequently happened that money lay in 
1 'fed^Wpis, because they could not get good, 
it to govt.; and govt* was 
offed obliged to send messengers on purpose 
. fair foe muitey *; 1 

,fa> by no uieans sa¬ 
tisfied wife tktsmmtM of foe,balances given 

S ’ fob fb horn g&fe. who spoke last. The 
gmt\ Opposite (Mf* Foster) had re- 
'.p^^dtUcd foe balances .befog left in the hands 

the rt. foon. 

g fait:/f ho fepoke-tefe said these balances 
Wert' left irt iforirfeands (or the purpose of 
paying,foe atmy.artt vqfotitew. He thought 
feerf? must' hart'; beam foiite sort of misma- 
rttewfew* ivl&fc* govt* ot Ireland 
Was not vested with su©d^|: powers to take 
foe balances out of the fefofe of the eoliec- 
tor®, they sthotil<i have applied^ parliament, 
to h%H obtained them, ft Was a melancholy 
faetio reflect on, that the whole of the re¬ 
venue iti Ireland wan swallowed up in paying 
the interest of the debt. < He was borry io 
$wf the rt. horn had so^rdwous a task 
to perform,, a* p nm. iaxea, fo such an 
ambbUt, wheb he acknowledged that the 
‘ trade iiDftfoe epmpy had-Wien off to so 
gycat a,degree. He.him, however, 

, that he had his best Wishes for his success in 
tJMt undertaking: 

hfr. JPmttr said* that if the- difficulties at 
prevent existing,were looked fairly in the 
face, aiidjproperl^'met, he fend no doubt but 
that fegyrtwhld be overcome. 

Mr. £bW^,hbjpebied to' that tax which 
was protect tfefofce place m the registry of 
freeholdV'aa^ thought U would bear' too 
hardly cm fee Aferipr,claims of foe people* 
In respect to ait .fee other 'taxes* fee would 
do ail in his .pfort* to assist him jo making 
them efficient 1 He would also join him ia 
his long puli, §0 far as it went to the tax os*> 
wine,, though he was afraid feat the tax 
might cause the consumption to be less* and, 
ia featyeapect, injurt the trade* , 
J'&rSPoWer said ,that he lad no $ocbt a* to 
the efficiency of thb tax on win^&bm foe 
w$i-k»own predilection which his country¬ 
men, from the moisture of the climate, he 
supposed* had for the bottle# . . 
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.; Sir. J^Nmprt said, that a* there was an 
absolute necdssijy for raising taxes, he could 
nbfsee how tfcy'ppp 14 W better propdr- 
tionedtl^n tbe^rwe# kij^wsl, w^ f 0iei< 
caption of that onldba^:' whi^h, ihkt^t 
$p producing an iiiere^|||# revenue. He 
^ted would by' tW 

. great opening ei^oufsgecpebi tf '^^la 
give to smuggling 
, Mr. Foitit J3ii 

impost dr®’ 111 ' ’ ' 


. m 

of ifeUitd; ~ 

safy, and those Wot 


gent ..vvftMt,: 

, ’ ^ \ <Jjjjj* WTThS Wf T* 1 

have wisheC- 

wines had ^OssftS* 14 

rior wines bigb^Tr 
Ttnrch more us^d in 
as ih eases,of 
which ajte mere'^Htd 
by’ the afBuen^on^ 
same sen tioi^a 3 * “"*** 
tobacco* as; 
bart., and f* 5 $ 
increase bfsm^ 

Mr. ifer 

jpg of fr0choi%*m 

one* 

ahd lower <1asae|;| 

JVlr, G&& it expr^ifi.-. r * 7 ,}: 

of the taxc* ’ #w ■ wj*j§ 

, viriced (jf tlie, hec.essity:^jip| ,'<t2^fr ks “'' 

■ abt* he had 
on the la^e di%cpUt?r 

<. Ireland, to come ^ 

*' of,{taxes*, instead 

! system pf^nja^s,* 

, r * w 

■ « hen i?rC® 

■' housts'.jresttpfeajr: 

V : ! ration of'the?; 1 


would then,positively proceed with the bu¬ 
siness, as it was very inconvenient to many 
of his constituents* who were come to town 
to attend the progress of the bill, to have it 
so often postponed. lie hoped it would 
come on at an early hour also. If it did 
not* and their nUcaalance should take place, 
be .wqjpld* ^ho#vef‘ great the outcry was 
against' if*, enforce the order of the hopse. 

Mr. tF 0 #rfyrce said, that with regard to 

/f.* k.or,! * «k. linn 


tlJC 


Ight olthe business, the lion, 
ho. last .person he would con- 
pkO/might be inclined to accede 
.dtp. any; f could contribute to the 

getteraV* phonal convenience. He was, 
^yc^^urpn-sed". to hear those complain 
they them$elves had been 


W'U 


& 



mHk said* the friends of the 
had alone protracted the bu* 

■> J ' . ^ “ 

* b« l|0ped ihis bill would 
Other session. He nun- 
now 7000 prisoners 
^ Domingo in that of 
.arded by a black i e- 
to the language that 
v the blacks some years past, 
.gf;%&^ik 3 \ing \Vftbee was willing to 
1 frjpft theip* but that the parliament would 

present state of 
; ( cppsid&fad, he was sure it 
Wapl^rb®':f^ch,'rphre politic to defer the 

\%i^ . . 4 



«ti A kam'O'f ^ 


ahoe bf,'jtjjh^ It 

Ite Woiild : l»ose"|o 

to • tnorjh^Kop^il ! 

to brip0t 

the : ; 4 i*a^mpfe .> 

<%r t' 

''W\ pf^i^dbers' prbwt' W Mge|4 t 
business f ' 1 ' ' - t y; “ 'J . 

,|erUl Gascoigne Uo|>ed' : fhc ht^n '"gSt. 


,ain M p|5iS,m.34. send it out at pre>ent. 
wvr 'fomaf Hiought it would 

:bd‘bett^'lpthebtft ? P* «0on as possible, 
’^l^^dtj^'n^iVda of tpe blacks at rest at 
' odee^- 1 ;'J’h^. ..wdiUsW. then .see that tc Mussa 
?^T‘ wis,[l and desire to alle- 

^ A fF^ fi nt situation* hrt 

irt^UOfl ( ;„of emancipating 
^'hey vypnld know, what parliament 
rd-d° ,ip'. v the case ; and, \p lus 
||i‘thcjdj%gJ 4 ,&^ knew it the better, 
[er consideration of the report, 
the bill* were 

rmxwMMi' to-morrow 
2'ottfcr 'Tk^n e fail t,]— 1 The order of th?- 
■'^ house to resolve itself 
whole house, to take 
td liti0n, ; the -yeport of the , com - 
%, 'the act of 1791 

(V J&$ pro forma, and it was 

.pi an instruction to the said 

cpmaiiti^to ,fake the said act into considc- 
rafthn. j^ws hpuse thep^went into the com- 
■ mifttse, Q^jSnpburyj^ tire chair. , t 

the principal object of 
fhe committee in dfa^ing up the report nqw 
to be cowdered was, to make a fair regu¬ 
lation of th^ f prices of and grain* be- 


^ or&e^l 
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tween the grower and the consumed in the 
country', and to take care that ihe importa¬ 
tion and exportation should be so restricted 
as to forward this desirable and important 
purpose. The act of 1791 had Imheito 
been the sole regulation in this particular j 
but as circumstances alfef, it was accessary 
some change should take place in the laws 
relative to this grand article* Since foe year 
1/90, very great alterations indeed h^d tdfcep 
place in this Country in the price of hsbouv *' 
the amount of the poor rates, tbe m 

provisions, and many other 
could not fail of operating vbry powerfully 
. on the farmer, or grower' of corn* and taut 
it almost impassible for him to fofse'smci ifcfi 
it now at the same jpnricer at Which it 'to 
raised at that time, til order to 
more dearly to the committee, foe hdn. 
slated, that since the'year 179O the vAlbbbf 
money had undergone a depreciation of 13 | 
per cent, according to the best calculation*, 
and that alone was sufficient to decide the 
necessity of altering the law* 1 here was a)«fp 
a vast increase of the pootV rite, SvfiiCh in. 
1783 was at 2 , 129 , 72 lfi forTfogfondhtfo 
Wales, and from that’ hefod/ 

not think it could have increased much 5 
whereas, in 1803 , it was 5 , 1 * 28 , 0001 . being 
an advance of3,000,0001. elided dn land., 
A proportionate increase had occurred in 
every other article he had' before enume¬ 
rated ; and it was clear that agrfef tore could' 
not be carried on but at a very great increase 
of expense, which rendered tf necessary fo 
alter the regulations and resfdetiot^ of the 
act of 1791, ami to take A new tegidation 
in the average prices of Ebgfond : aita Scot- 
hnd. He would not, therefore* trespass 
further on the tithe of the committee 
than to read and move the resolution 
of the committee on this subject. 
then moved the first resoluudpj vit( M Ttet 
the importation of fofofgn oprn 
by the average price* of ■ r Apd' 

flour in the twelve maritime di^tricti^ni'My 
land, and the four mathuiis 
Scotland.*" \ ]" 

Mr. Fatieson rme foibakfo 
observations on the ( HfyotV ffe'^ 
the convenience of foe fofose 
10 a proposition of the 1 rf, f *’1ioa. 4 b^C#^r' 
the way, '(the Chancfellor^of foe ■R^^h^uyrf> 
to defer Ins mmtki iH the 
the bill, burarlfoe 'iwfon 
vanced, he was not fore of'beih^^ble to Ad¬ 
dress the house at*nnofoer‘6f^0j|iii^^y, ‘tfjjiS* 1 
therefore finding he was. id be 

wobtli proceed*. The petitions froni the dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country iterc hot-all in 
favour of the measures proposed by the 


committee; their tenor WAS various. The 
high puce of labour which the committee so 
much dwelt upon, arose fr<W foe high* price 
of provisions j from the high bounty given 
for entering im© hk Majesty's land and sea 
service, and from the additional employment 
afforded of late % the vast number of in¬ 
closure acts* When these causes ceased to 
operate, m there was reason to think they 
would in a great degree very soon, the price 
Of provisions would be moderated, and the 
pdci'ibf labour Would of course foil in pro- ■ 
The price of utensils had increased, 
sb-fiM-''tlid'pfice of stock*- so lityd the govr* 
taxes,' but pot s© as tqjustify an alteration 
be/exie«t-tadefiy the committee. 1 lie 
it was in con- 
priceof provisions, 
| the'Alfbwfoce :fca militia-men’s families, 
mfi\ 'refodved,, that* things 
be^a 4 Sce 4 , totheir former level. The 
’iSbts w^mko.xfouk a ground of 
■ tll^il ; foVatiob,' bufjjfie farmers had volunta¬ 
rily 'fo^ejd 1 *#»*»» food* a confidence 
of the continuance of die ‘high' price of 
grafo. Within Afoese last 20 years beef* 
Jtofov now 9s.; 

i- tauttoii, 4 d perlb/now it i$ T mt ; butter 3 tk r 
A firkin^ mw 6BA to 70s. p and cheese ia 
' proportion* , He spoke of foe country mar- 
b/ Whkh;il-Appeared that 
everjr thinji was doubled ;• yet none of the** 
were*-hi nis pphtiap, sufficient reasons for 
Ai'fertdjg foe lews. t f The various cases of 
hardships on the 1 grower should have been 
foorft v .eiji^thicd ; .aud^ before we gave boon-* 
^^^ra r |pr‘ eating; our com, we 
pfovfd^'p^'^elifo'S'with the pro* 
4^^' 4, bf;fho 'phstufoi' at. reasonable prices. 

BfotmfofV serv^ ; . to increase lim 

ptas^ , a certain 

r b« kept wittaa 
• *% durable to fix 

" *“ i«o t* 


( Wt^kpetience 

’fo'tiftMlwSf ‘last V4 year*; 


r , Quarters 

fo;'' ! '"f;}|jiV^foypiJfoblo yea,r* , 
of 0’ or 
mettled popu- 
intex.or de- 
mim* Qwf* 


i mauufo<>* 


ifm .. 

obi i$pi 4^' 

! yurt A' way;*/' ''''MnSlb jfod‘ 1 ^ 
sinT'c the yc|ft* W foiithf-ampleidnd 
( profitable employment Ibr tbk tare#*Kl ^>0- 
pohtiion, so tlhif‘ t’lt#'dIftf: ulil3 Tk 




PES, W|.a h 


' port from thi* catwo ws^mido 

sip 

‘ woold find it* ofcn level wih«»t alipTHis the 

vt'lfc'WS-- f ^ jj 

if./yglr Mn !#*«*«% support#* P^WWj* 
^rwlUtated thtf thf 

■•■ijLuglmi xm* Iceland Wfcwl&tf the 

fP 

,dr» l^iMeteiMSon to tklplwj#**’ «<$»** 

'”;heavily o# the county o| ImnM;* jf» 


i #0tr«jft> | 


1904 f —C,-0?att«0/,• , U» 

ware in 1791 , and pot to alter the corn laws. 
Something 1 must be done to encourage the 
growth of barley, for if it did not fetch a 
better price, the farmew dould no longer 

■grOWN^Y* ' *" v ^ 

-kt. FuUer&eemiti impolitic to favour 
gram at the eXpch# of all other articles of 
produce Mi coual iHtp< nance. Hw wished 
the measure to too pm oft till another session. 

Sit J, Mm Port Mptod the qU -stioO to be, 
bv Wbift m#|M> the totmici would receive a 
If that neco Correctly dt- 
U would coiiuder for himself 
whether hi* and were most advantageously 

d£t«d to pasture or grain, and. to promote 
hiaV.-m interest, wouid be most successfully 
to coodoftoWaw interest of the public. 

Mrs t# Words, in favour 

Msltoti'ltoea^re* after whtth the resolutions 
S$W* agreed to, mi repotted. —Adjourned. 


mm a ot iords* ' 

/ W&t&aji June%l v 

Ctfttnsel were heard in con- 
timtatitwt, whtuveto the writ of error Lu- 
cena 4 Tto* farther Otmstdera- 

dMb M the caiae was deft t red till to morrow. 
—The^Ulsaaon the table Were forwarded 
h> resSttr* stages -The' delivery of 

f <# Off the appeal c ause. tog «n. Lash- 
M OftferiM till Monday.; and the 
W tW ferther •consideration of the 
'K* tb« SBonehe pf<r ge, which stood 
Atr<% Was discharged, and reuew- 

md „ ' r , r ; 
fCfob&uc* o* avne* Pox-] Lord Carle- 

*>* present*! aftfdtte from l-ukc fox. Esq 
<WW«| hl» judges of the Court ot 

CrtffttnUn P1 «#*'<h Itoland Hie noble lord, 
ad}# st<Hmg Ihe pt|tw»pal heads of Judge 
loW pflfttiptl, moved that the clerk do 
read the *«#. The clerk- tlaa read 
m b|»Wt4 If stsrtW “ that be, li w' d 
$Mm lit M lharnt fro# the pabhc 
/ \kt charges engross misconduct 

y§tee4 Committed % bun while on the 
SSta# circuit, which charges wete wn- 
tshyujfJ* a petition from a person ox the 
XiSf.ltyrt, and Winch petition and char- 

MS) * U{ti b ? 80 
thia house 1« his pWcdljJat 

Mtrfemely surpmed attachanfsaaoed 
ihargetj.yt}ie precise nature of which he was 
at a ins* to conceive, fuithaf^than what he 

• lik'd b^i^ff»fas;;|iw#* io ‘ > s. lo ^ nd1 ' 

cate , a**f 1 accordingly ap- 

over to TOgland. to repel them. ^ 8 j 
rived 1 in waf^ given W***f*6 

h that he could r.ot procure a copy ®* Mr. 
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Hart’s petition without the express permis¬ 
sion of the house, and it being necessary 
that he should l$arn the specific charges al¬ 
leged against him in order to prepare ki<* 
defence, he hoped t^r lordships would or¬ 
der him a copy of thetod petition., ;: He was 
also informed that the noble,iordysvho pre¬ 
sented the petition had:gj^w«oti<ift that he 
intended to follow^ '# 

motion | he wished tb be prepared * 
fence, and whenevej||Sjia$ 'period 
rive, he was 

innocence in the clearto polt||bf 
trusted that period was not farii 

•..A.. ~„ il_J. L* 





?S,J in thei'^fe W Lueenn,* w. 

m itoiiiwwa* bvatd 
an<d»f. Gibb* 
W iDie part of ; the defendant 


be hadh 


1 sur 


duly as the duties of his j« 
would require his preseOO^itt-il 
Lord Car felon obsirveili that 
wish to take their Lrdstiijk % - rT 
should merely niovev that the 
oh the table, inteu$pg, on JVtahdairi 
he understood there would* be a full 
to bring the subject under 
The Lari of Limerick thpi%i'f ; 
the learned j udge ra t her• h|feff 
having received no notice 
in quest#*), tbpugi|, the 'Ip*-' 
petition adverted, ''%.re.a* tI< 
ken place about • nihe i 
the tacts stated bp: kne 
felt it was a principle 
its wisdom, and jusucf| f< _ , 
innocent uwflhc ^bl^.be 
He considered tto prayer ,|tf the petit ion &%f 
perfectly fair he 

not tbeir 1 ordships?a,ecadtf Wit 
Lord Mu ,1 ordkfl'i|if^ ; 

recollection the 1 W, 
tended for disoiiissi J <ieKj 
precated ar^‘dlscusftwi’^|^|h^8^d 
tlipir lordships’ ftoe jd^y ‘ 1 ‘** ,v 

prayer of the petition, he tfou| 

and rpsonqbtey that it mi^lit b 

ced<H : to. ,. Under thatimpi^B 
move u that a copy or 
ed tor, be furnished 
Upon this the question was'imui 
"tend it was ordered accordingly) ; 

Karl Camden observed* thaf* »M|wj 
of the additional forces bill 
table, he should now? m^ve thif! 
be road a second time 
dered .-—Adjourned, 


jibing fcjbuit he* 

' v 7 In' 


ji ust"; 

■ v; 

1 3® t n u^J Sti thdiW# 0 towma,* v. 
’UVatifnrd 
m counsel 

: hi reply, , „ r „. r .... . 

After Which the Ltjrd Chancellor went 
wholeand, eeaclu- - 
URir lordships, th*f be , 
&ve ti«||i)TdSrnished w&ip copies of 
ffjfrfhtm qfdtoioAs which htijfftotorrtd to 
nLnpoA' ihA case, and his ehservatjom 1 
|rebh)'for the*r consideration, previous to 
ilh |ordsh^;prohounc-ing their Anal judg- 

'/K :■*- 

Wi^T 'Qr»'£v'$&&Tvx . ] The Earl of 
'■ Jj €Mh$ 0 v*tt\wg to a morning 
tnistepreseotation had * 
Af h^ipee.cli- : Upon the petition 
0 $m:C He had been made to 
|]|q4edjj$» i hat the learh- 
, ™ A^cohduc.t, < Me to- 

d *fi *^j; 1 ifi 1 Ifc cprk rary, b e 
l^pat^f ^ ba|^gcnt’s; ^conduct was 

»&$$!& Aefeu,' represent- 
AKrt# u .- 


mm;: 




' ^ ( ' HOfSE OF 

‘ ' (/ r , 

• There being but 33 men||p8. present at 

t r o’clock, the speaker, by ^he rules" ©F 
house, was precluded from taking the 
chair j *ihd adjournment consequently took 
place till to-motrow. 

* You IL 


a 


that bouse, 
staiii his situa- 

... e moment. He 

,U)iJJI^^^I^toii^hef of the 
r . r ,i tbjlordships if 
; |js-'ibt*m^Mk';he w’told ,hava ; 
1 Of^M:w^hh$ber was j 
^pt^d tE# business, as a caution 
T „jrwto'; 

«v th5n 3 

house. i\ 
gfercitn had. 
^^utttry.'^urHwly 
'fresejited %«' 

t fiat,. 

p^jpThisfifd'pth. ■ 
i 4 «liK.. inadvertence 


m?%T. 

S <dM|Pl ttfliitidheiiiA'' 
would . 

m r 

jjrt Wrdnes* 
S,,.^ say, ha 
fir lordship*. 

’i: V'' 

: , 




e 4 #»>p* 


lion hilt 
3 D 


»the^Wylle^ ' 





Jose 32$li|i®^.—4®’’^ ^yopale tj'$cetlqn&' v t?f®& 

dfromtfael “ Copy from the. Public Record of the 
?SKferW 4 . 1 * “ Coaoty of Banff, of a Letts* signed 

^payt also / -.n ‘C. Hope,dated lulm r 30 Dec. 

Ivoraya*., •' ■ “ 1 , 803 , : Also; ol a UUefc 01 ■ Recom¬ 
mit vBBut i .a.-..''. « mendaiion from the Sheriff Substrtue 

war 5 pS* ®f die County,of Banff* addressed 

ic printej. ■; V , fl. tp^the Slier* Clerk* tliereto > sub- 

‘'Wi r '' 5 “ i Tti d, ' , ' ii8J! rft* Ge °' lorbw ** ud 


llrf™" 


vPUfe# a , - w iwrir> -b . i v * j 'i iT 

i ,T'j<£nr^Ml^h?Skik.ttl{r flDV fcC« wllK'h 


iS* 

Jg.k M^r |yr; , l. AfflpntaieMo IpWYtsjfifc. -Enj of 

i« « . Volunteer .acts'therefore ol 

fe r lflir*T **t• %**te airaid jn tbesanje m‘ i - 

■• " ,: s< v%« a . a yy 

of M»M* 
tvery 

flfehl lobemou t«, S U,U- 

^«' f ^ j ||pE ^S}%ad' to pnnirft hpp by ,,(lo‘ 
Wy 3B|Ma KwnPt of all th<* resp^t- 




rhffBSl 


0^1^14 Al e$i _ 

ai>oft of co^ rnkte^ 

* jl 4 *1 i *' i* A ' 1 1 t ... * ■ Vi) 1 SL 

el. .All rhe $< 
psing# las. up^ 

m.\ 





^;<:p'unty^ wh^oufcbt to 


R*J jiC.l:Ai 'U ‘ I 


^.mmM^iaBSKA^vW^ d^affecten and 

tn >?* 

^o, ,ol ■■ J?he cp"0 1 \ 1 


ffeUT»« m 


OnlhSdJv 0 %'mVih '= u>av W»Wi4 these m> o’dels. — 
iS ' ill.,4i;11 Hfiill I C£U1»- lo 


V 

P 5 P 

im££$Z:k:(z 

....., .'iii&m&t 


KKlp 

#^Ki 1 I 




R j,*» . Sheriff Substitute . of 
, I dpacommend the Sheriff 
n$erffi.i<hi| letter, and send 
Muj^wisrik, keeping the 
^^q^ctofcoort.—Signed, 


ra ft^&mro ibaU ddi%li 1 can* - 10 

c v n - 

|WM aby Arfe'iof Ins property 
eilher, 4 ^i^ycd Mid" 5 

fkWm. *&$#& •* T ^ $ w te ,: 


ther^K'dflhe House of Comnipns, 
, fe’ket}, 4l#|bpei i8q^ and rep0rtc4p» 
read u r theliduscaccordinglyE>osa 9 Sae- 
m «s^ffejp^ordingIj 4i ritf Qlerk of 'Bttmii«hiire* ,? . 



fr* 9 l 
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Mr. Whitbread rose, And addressed the 
house to the following effect—»Sirj these 
papers having tiowc been entered, as read, in 
the Journals of the Hdiv 4 e, it is thy intention 
to make them" the ground of dn accusation 
’ -■ - A ite, (the 


against (he rt/ l hon.'^|ent* op _ 

lord advocate of Sco.|lln4)#-. ata 

happy, to : see }; *thU da/^%' * Wv'place. ^ Ip 
the ob&pratfplhs 'fw 

duty to submit to!’ ‘fc_. P , 

I shall *&ae tp 
coolness Shd 
portal and |ptere$ting‘?iii 
jert sb strongly 1 demands. , w< 
lii.L moment that* the 
ideated to" me I 
subject? though, the 

with the gra ve&«Uet$idtf, | : iibVfe,cbn i il i b|wr 
fed equally strooglyJjfet I'libjfef 
the subject at this time wlijiouf ! bJthe^ 
sion or prejudice,' X ' trtikt tjifttj, ’ bpfor«;rI;w;i' 
down, it will, Appear that 
led away by the warmth 
that the motion with ^' 

duty to conclude, is one ihjdy''$hd 
ducibte, Irnn ,}^^'^ 

J ha\e 'said,' that ii 
sure to sec the rt. Aofl. 
for on this, as bn every c 
sion, I am anxious , 

that grand 

try, that the' ! We;: 

confronted*’ '^Ufed#**' b 4 epl« 


has bf^fl frubsiantiatet^i 
of Scotland are jiabl’AffW 
im^tice pud opprmio. 


Ip the outs 
' state the i 


’ e<$ jCobc3hftdii|^1 


jwords ip whi* 


tfeat the people 
Of grps* 
v dt 4 i, 
jr/rtheml; 
me %' 

iilTlJi* ,‘ii _ 



me to 
- to this fit st 


mm. 



itfrs nf^i?e«i 


stwild . meet>wilh the support-of the 

ifo^vljshoft^l'^eS that l stwj^yjfar 4 »wt 

^^ODV'^rly f«t»w'd oh ibp er*t, •' 
have’ the honor to. 
$,'ljhuaV : My first motion, wnl ' 
«r the u. hotu,, \%a 
■ >» • writing ■ the ■ 
Whicfi has-.been. 
kl 0 SMil^ 0 ^^l 0 ' iMrtinate this esen- 
: > t r , 'PtfJi»ppre* 4 Veji.!" illegal, and contrary 
l, ‘*' ■*’■ 5 K: •*•'• ■’ “ “ihSj"'«-i'* iije. hou«e. Sir, 

hsr* -vested,, in ,$0 It., 
?•# lopjadwH^'tf to&lmfo ■ are 

np^, 

.kqutjim a|lpW; 




I , 

"aiSa^lIS 

$**%£* 

war"' 


gent, being in'OT^ilacei w 
the grounds of 
will be taken 'jijbjj 
been fully heard in i 
house or commons 
jedt, he will notbb%f|l 
- exertion to she^jhaf 
totally wit hovU 
ha 

atii 


boweveff.' 

J 1 di& not at a 
p^ibility, avoid ct 
'Tlie house 1 faavhjg* 
produce^, we'wfj 
aiderafipo of chity, 
to say Afe or, ; Pb^ f ^ 

I mean to 
well ibtmVled. 
o\V0 In-justicb jtu, . 
whose interest'and ^.hoi 

raiiy w Nglv^'; 
bha^ 4 '«Pb rih :4 

It ^ 


.arc as -great 

tytf, -!» a^#; .» w *’%$*• ■ 4 he.J^tte& i ,ift 

But '.alloapfl^ / J 
t, i»r'# .tpothent, a- thiag-whicti ' • 
„ 3b4 ; ilisci^a>, tliat..m«rpow» s ,’ 

; ;,; ; |fMpyW,6tf/ip' ^it^-jlroca ^',M 
S»f|^l!ettet4..>«ro«|I' .require^ still I 
■pfqhWi'coqtmi], .that;, thy 1 conduct,’of the , 
:Tfe|;',^ar^%' : %'iWfStipg : it, .might ,be Jegal, ■ 
gcossiy,,, oppressive it. ,.* 
preferred hu 

Wia ,.#f < 4 & th®;,m»iivus 

*he:,sake -'of;i?r«8iwt, 

r .i± ' V*i' i'. - 1 _ r . ’’ Jfc 


cepep 

Hty^ 



be 

grounts, he comb *6, , . T . v 

position is 4|ge; and groundless* or tH|, if 


s’Di 
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subject shovdd^be expressed. Tin* lord ad¬ 
vocate of Scotland is not satisfied with car¬ 
rying .i$|* |>W4tthus for, hut, anticipating 
mwKOft to an event near at hand, and v 
knowing mat property was, Uabfc, in such an 
event to destruction* he actually derbies* 
that he shall ‘take special ,care to prevent 
Alomon, i» any case whatever, from re¬ 
ceiving compensation for any loss of proper¬ 
ty which he might sustain, from whatever 
causes that loss should arise. Such is the 
general nature of his charge against the 
lord advocate of Scotland, and if I can sub¬ 
stantiate it, 1 will then leave it to the home 
to determine, whether the rt. ban. gentV 
conduct was not, in every point of view, 
grossly oppressive. It is not my wish to 
detain the house long, on the subject of the 
earlier transactions oi this business, but the 
rt. hoc* gent., being now in his place, I hope 
I shall be indulged the opportunity of sub¬ 
mitting to the boost} a very brief statement. 

It appears that Garrow, the servant of AJ^ 
Morison, whose discharge gave rise to the 
opinion and letter of the lord advocate, had, 
contrary to the consent of bis master, enter¬ 
ed himself a private in the 2d battalion oi 
Bamffcbiie volunteers Ora a particular day 
he had left his badness to attend 
lion nf the corps, and for this# as bwig ex* 
pre&sly conn ary to hU master's orders, ho 
was discharged. Under these circumstances, 
he wished to ascertain whether he was but¬ 
tled to recover from his master, wages f for 
the whole time tha4. he had contracted to 
serve him, or only for the lime ihajphc^ bad 
actually served, A memorial was scut to the 
lord advocate, requesting hh> opinion on this 
ca% and in his answer ho does not pretend j 
to $ 3 ft f tkat in dismissing the servant* Wo¬ 
men had been at #11 guilty of any thing. iU 
legal. j a , Even in that opinion, however, an 
indirect libel h conveyed on Morisona cha¬ 
racter, of which l do strongly disapprove. I 
am not disputing the right at a coapsd tp io* 
troduce into an opinion adrlre^kii ioapfepV 
observations which may affect the character 
of the opposite party, ^hcrbV^8 v ' 
made a public document,;, 1,t,'u'n^u^iJi£t'oHably 
assumes a new character ,atid It' is 'm 

fM8 jfoWt of view gftoj, * thiaf,I - object ip the 
snrtifter in which opinion of ; the. lord 
advocate of Scoffeud was conveyed Bid, 
Sir, it ja of letter* of the ib fiats. gcrat. 
that I eomptem* Jins the con* 

duct o|J^pmo been profiedtto be illegal | 
On 5ry, 4 he fojrff advocate admits 
that it *9'kgah Has fern .been Adduced the 
.dighn&t pwomption of his disloyalty 2 N^n 
a single insinuation ig &*$ ^ffocl appears on 
♦Joy face of the' trdWtfotu. Under 


these circumstances, how is it that the it. 
hon. gem. proceeds? Without calling a 
single person to explain to him Munsons 
gone*a! character for loyalty and respectabi¬ 
lity, without taking the opinion ot a single 
human being on the subject ; in total igno¬ 
rance of any one gioiimi by which emm- 
nalitv could be attached to the conduct oi 
Moiison, he, without the *lightest delay, 
consigns him over to the severest pains and 
penalises. 1 call, Sir, on the lawyers oi 
England, I call on the la wye is of Scotland 
to deliver their opinions on this subject, and 
not to suffer so tool a stigma on the law of 
the country as this, to pass without the seve¬ 
rest censure. The rt, hon. gent., whih m 
the exercise of this most illegal ami oppres¬ 
sive conduct had tint a smgV motive of r» 3 - 
*anable justification. He had m* prool <d 
misbehaviour on the part of Momtou in the 
jvirticnlai transact on under consul* ration ; 
and it surely was but fair to behov- 1 h. 1 t 
Morivou svas a man of loy.il pimcip!.^, at 
a moment when ail winks of tin* cornu 1 unify 
partook of a general feeing; «»t <mhmr and 
patriotism m the defeme oi the hhciUts, 
and independence; of their common coun¬ 
try. V* hat .right,, than, had the it. lmn. 
grot, to puMime that Morison was a man 
of nefarious OT .dangerous principle'. ? Erum 
the internal evidence of the loner, it ap¬ 
peals to me that the rt, hon. gent, was (in¬ 
ter mined to represent Munson us a dam* 
g or qua individual j but uot a tittle oi t\i- 
deuce then nor, as for a* I know, 

| myw exhts,. to showy that A lor hon was a 
npiftn at all of discounted principles. Tins 
is at Iwt clear, that not one overt act 
manifested such a disposition to hove existed 
1 pa hfo The, ru horn gent, indeed 

iuya, *Hy|a« letter, 1 hat.the conduct of Mo- 
risoo h™'priginatcd horn a sen a spirit of 
dtasatisf^rfon with the govt. This spirit of 
dmffecfian.Eas indeed, Sir, been so wry 
&ecret, 4 ihat. jpt>l one aaproves its existence, 
or has howr been recorded,- while 

there ar«\3» number of gentlemen of the 
; greatest respectability, who have known 
Morisot* fot a number of years, and who 
ate ready to lustily their belief of the loyalty 
' pf bis,’political principles. In this view 
then,#tbe chjtrge of secret disaffection is al¬ 
together illegal, as well as unjustifiable. 
But hejA, /Sir, 1 wish to say a few words as 
to the specific cause for which Garrow was 
discharged from MomotVs service. If the 
information which has beef* transmittrd to 
me on this object be correct, I have no 
hesitation in saying, that the circumstance 
which gave me to Garrow* ffischaige, 
would have justified me or any other gem. 
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*m this house in dbcharging n servant on si- 
ir.iS.ii ground-*. 11'h ^ been stated to m^, 
tint Mr. IV 1 orison h A tinner wh i *h')Kh a 
vmy respectable character, and ihal his cha- 
iactor lor ioyiltv in particular had "never 
been called m question. This was indeed, 
according to my information, fully ptomi a 
lew years ago, w h^n disaffection to govt, 
wat> suppose,*! to be much more extensive 
than it will surely be represented at the 
present moment. Gar row, his servant, had, 
contrary to Mori soft's consjmt, entered into 
n volunteer corps at a dmL&e of about J 
tnilefi from Munson s lesdtUmce. fie had, 
comnry to his nu^kr's orders, continued bis 
attendance. A day rr two previous to the 
day of his discharge he had been employed 
in that Jung a bain, and Morion hadin'- 
formed him that The absented himself from 1 
his wo: a. lie shouhl dismiss 3>im ftom ‘his 
service. After thn distinct intimation Gar- 
row did absent himself, and the cons qucnce 
was, that he was accordingly discharged. 
Nnw, Sir, 1 do contend lh.it Mot bon in 
tins case had an excellent reason for turning 
oil ius v. iv iut, under all the circumstances, 
AY hen we tnink ot the: season of the year 
that tht c work of thatching the barn was 
gomg mi, and >\hat material inconvenience 
might have leuiUrd from its being delayed, 
it is easy to see th&t Morinon might have 
been pnhutly pistihable in insisting on the 
constant attendance of the servant for the 
purpose of completing this piece of work, 
the urgency of which could not be disputed. 
Get me remind the home, too, that this Was 
the first instance in which Morison had po* 
sitively interfered with his servant's attend¬ 
ance at the drills of the corps. Nut a 
Singh symptom of disloyalty beyohd this fair 
exercise of his authority as a masker had 
been attempted to be alleged agiuffll him. 
Arc wo, Sir, to have such charges m this 
adduced without a single pretence of their 
being founded in truth, or are such umniiau 
tu>ns at all consistent with the spirit of the 
volunteer establish mem ? Are vim, Sir, to 
be dragooned into volunteer corps; anti are 
masters who happen to discharge servants 
under circumstances similar to those which 
1 have stated, to be charged as hostile to 
the govt, and the safety of their <mmtry ? 
Surely, Sir, it is of the t^ry essence of the 
volunteer system that it should be exempted 
from all restraint; and, sore I am, that in 
this country, the doctrines attempted to be 
inculcated by the rt. hon. gent* would be 
universally reprobated. If such doctrines 
were tolerated for a moment, it is impossi¬ 
ble to decide to what extent oppression and 
persecution might be carried. I am equally 


persuaded that tli-y would W* a* strongly 
rented in Scotland, and thahtheie, a' hen% 
the’ fetter ot the rt hon. geut, cannot lad 
bo regarded a'* equally iUegdand oppit'sEe 
*—Bat, Sir,- there h another cireum*- "vc 
connected vtith the; business which it is 
important for me t<> state tn the home, an 1 
whith certainly ;d«uri the conduct of inc 
rt hot) g**nf. In a sill! more ag»,r 
point of view. I am mturns -d, ,t aft-r 
the rt hour g., j nt/s letter h'nl lx*'-*: publid d 
In Bamtfshirc, Munson ectoa !\ npjd t d cv 
letter wishing to haw the l».is>n -,t it^M^no* 
which it contained i*tm <t d — [ »lu fed .J* 
ideate,, whispered n».nws ti.e ‘..ole ir it no 
letter was received] Vv\ii tV a, s lt p.. r 
hap* F afu tmstrdoruVd a-, *-# th- p .' (1 • 
mode of the'application, bui tlur an .)' V ' 
cation generally to this etuci, \ws u 
will not> I am sure, be deiced, fne j;*- 
phC^tiAn'was r#fiuM in the lnn-t pro-mpU.”, 
mariner, 'and the right l*m g/’ut. pmud ot 
the vast powers which lie po .'ici'St d, .uni 
knowing that Mori son had no mens <i 
making if stand against him, sectmd d* u i- 
ttrined to 1 shew dhm bow tar hi. c:t »,o 
trolcd authority could eirry L-i I l.oc 
felt it new duty, S ; r, to staieth;-;, tui if, m 
the »hc rvudnet of the i r h n. 

gent. uf'wmHD; the leUu was ilhgal, uerJy 
his conduct in rt losing to iciraet tin mig*- 
nal statemmt, ami to give Aiuusuu some 
compensation for the uuiniuided < 
made, againnt i\I«: character, shewed i.vi .. ,s 
strongly the tt. hon, gi nt. had f-ilcd ;awt 
unju^ifj'ahiy in th r : excrust* of hh piof»s- 

sional duties. AVI file ? t>ir ? [ am ihnjoughlv 
convinced of this Conduct bting highly op- 
pre^sive, 1 am no icon dear that it n grossly 
diegah As lord »dvoea*e of fiMithiid, J 
dci^ thAt the powers cl.*mif d ?ri the Mum 
can at «ll be exercised, consign!iy.with th« 
strict unequivocal enartments of (aw. T 
am not’Ahpbsed to go into any tl« md mi »i y 
hw$ of Scotland ; but permit me |o sbuc 
thlsi, thb liberty of the subject in Scotland # 
IX^uar4edbya variety Of statutes, of which* 
ft tX impossiftk for a person of the rt, v hon. 
ent.’x proftsxiqtial talents to be ignoiani 
might allude to several of these suiute*, 
but one: pairlieularty pated in the rugn >>\ 
Willktn^ sobh' afiet revolution, is ga 
this point parhculaily Worthy of considera¬ 
tion.' By this Statute, Sir, it is in the fMt 
place declare^ that no man shall be uup-I* 
xoned Xf it boat having the grounds of his m • 
test Explained to him* It is true, indeed 
lhaf in cases' oi'*tt traordinary emergency 
Ae imprisonment of persont^ without in the 
hut instan(e“‘%»lgning grounds U 

permitted* lb thesis? ca^ hcwe\*.i, jvt- 




haps strong ground of suspicion might exist, such extensive and almost unparalleled 

though it might not he prudent at once to powers, ij is needless, merely, 8 r, to en- 

Uisdose it. In the caw ot Morion, hfJw* large on the importance of rhr poison hold- 

fV(;r, there was T, o information lodged against ing it bung actuated hv the soundest dis- 

him, There was no presumption of his cretion, ]t there aic cases where the rt„ 

guilt. r i here was no preti nee for tin eaten- bon, gent, hiW either abstained improperly 

mg him with the deprivation of hi* liberty. from the exercise of the powers vested in 

Th' :e was no wan ant or writ pretended to him, or in other instances has carried them 

be evtcuii d, The ubade business was eon- beyond the bounds of justice or discretion, 

ducted m a way titai to the very existence if is certainly hi that his conduct should be 

of ptrsonal liberty, I am sure the rb both fully scrutinized. This Sir, is the charge 

gent. v. dl not pm end to support the legal i- which I bring dpidst the rt. hon. gent, 

tv of the transai turn, 'and this I will assert oppose, and I confess m)self at a lo*ta to 

without tear contradiction, that if the anticipate what the nature oi bw defence 
instructions ot the light hon gent, had been ydll be, 1 shall only hope, that if maj b* 

uUrmi ted to be earned mto rflrrr, and Mb* of a nature which will rescue the diameter 

rhon had ait< m[>t< d icMsnnee, mid mdivi- of tlj# rf hon. g*nt. against the vnv veiwais 
duals had l: vn lolled m the alTiay, no trial .charge now brought against his conduct. ^ It 
for murder * ou)d have uken place. Hut, appears tome, thaf this can only be HiVc- 
feir, the* conduct id the rt, hum gent, is il* tnally done by shewing, that the whole ot 
h i gal, not men !y i u,tar a*t the imprisonment my statements arc wholly without found i- 
of Munson is concerned. By the act to tinn. Viewing the rt. lion, gent.’s tuudiu t 

whuhr I have alluded, persons impiUoned (o Morhou as equally illegal and oppn » aw, 

had aright to d* lmml- their trial after the i must add, that it srniis.to mu to have bet n 

expiration ot -todays, and tor certain of- wholly unnecessary. There was no fair 

knees bud nupht evui be accepted. But pretext fur ^verity to Monaco a»v sup- 

how has the it. lion gent. here.proceeded posed -ground of danger, if invasion did 
In the tas- 1 (A Monou? Why, Sir v he trlls ; not trike place, bat was expected, .t would 
iLe shnnf; ot Hainttkh iu th it Momon must h ive been easy lo have seized lum, it really 

in* oi.iv be ai rested, but that ha mmt'bte ! of a suspicious tharacter; independent ot the 
kept in Jmaucc vdc a* long as he himself / instructions contained in the letter. If* on 
thought piopcr, and that tor his liberation the other hand, invasion did take place, 
they muM wait ioT hm pitci&e orders, it is Morisort could do no harm, as* he was sur- 
contend b fha.t, in the event of <t rounded by thousands of nnjn disnngntshed 


threatened mva-t ai, hupupomment of ails- 
a pec tod prisons ni.i v take place on the ground 
ot rrspi>n g ihdity ; but, S»r, even lure the 
statute to wl.uh I have icfcired does not , 
leave the subject without a eerain degree of j 
relief against oppiession. Unit reli< t, hu'w* i 
t*vTi, the rt. horn gent, h determined to I 
with-hold, and Mu Munson is to be pu- j 
nidied just U> whatever extent the r n. horn j 
gent, may,By pleased to appoint Ifctti not I 
now, Si5t% , chailengftitfv' the policy s of that 
'pattof the law ot Scotland which vests in * 
the lord advocate the powers granted, hfthftt 
country to giarid juries mo coroners* in¬ 
quests, the value and importancewhich, 
our anccstou so properly c$-umate<L I may’.'" 
be petmitted, however, to say st few ^orrisf 
on the ext 1U of these powers, Let it be 
r' to 1 let ted, Sir, that lot a matter of accu¬ 
sation be ever *o grave and j^rious, it rc- 
main* wnh the lor d advocate to d^ermme 
ri’hethci Hh a subject ,$jt to be brought be- 
A (onn for legal rarestigation. - Even 
where pei i>om most interred ac- 
jg^bualiy sohnt su^h an jivestigalion, ir was in 
^ thts power of the rr.qhon. gent, to refuse 
^ "winplianee with thur solicitation. With - 


far their loyalty and pnbuc spun. It was 
quite superfluous therefore, for the it. hum 
gent, to have recourse to such an unneces¬ 
sary stretch of power* As to the responsi¬ 
bility aboift which we shall probably hear n 
good deal, it appears to me a nie»e joke 
under tlic circumstances of the case. The 
fact Ava», t that if the injustice which Muri- 
son had experienced had not been hiought 
under rev.i^ty, this lespoo&ibthty would have 
bem ktfpf ,|Uogether in the back view. Ku: 
^hatd pfri^klaity complain of in the whole 
ofthirbtt$mess is, that this very letter, which 
will 'not now 'be defended^o» the ground ot 
its legality, was sent forth to the public as 
perfCcjly legah constitutional, and e\pe- 
dkntf. ■ A« to the motives which may have 
givenftse to the rt. hon. gent/s conduct, it 
' is at »l} mf Virfi to apply any harsh 
epithet**, | have ho reason to think that 
they w&r© not in their nature the most 
’ pure^ Perhaps th^y originated from great 
strength of steal, inflamed by the particular 
situation of the country. I must be allowed, 
however, to say, that they betray tire strong¬ 
est indiscretion in a great public officer, 
I whose mind ought to be kept wholly free 
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from all impressions of prejudice, p irtinh'y, 
or want of due reflexion. Under all the 
»iroum&tances of the case, I think tint ihe 
h «me ought to mark the conduct ot the rt. 
lion, gent in trims of severe reprobauon. 
"Ihe motion with which I shall conclude 
appear** to me, therefore, one which is equally 
due io the hououi and dignity of the house \ 
to 1 )v protection which the people of Scot¬ 
land have a right to expect of us; and to 
the gu at c ime of national liberty and jus- 
(k<\—T he ht>n. gent;, was about to read iifs 
fn «t moti-ai, declaring th#* conduct, of the 
h i 1 advocate of Scotland m just, illegal, attd 
o; ,a*essiv(*, when ; 

'I'h 1 S junker interrupted him by stating^ 
tii *i ^ In prt terred a complaint against a 
n ■ m jii ot me house, the regular modeynf 
ptr- •*-.,.«■* would be to heqr litdt nhjwh* 
and lnnn.1 ineud *n his defence. After 
hr fmuih d ms speech, then the hon, gout, 
n.'giu tiuht his motion to the considers* 
th'ii u >hc house. Thorenpnu 

r i hr A, ■,/ A Ivomte (j S<vlla’hi rose, and 
1 1 pin. d as ioliows 1 — U seldom lias, happened 
to 1 ill to m\ h»t to stand in the oharactor of a 
p< \ :ia d< and certainly 1 little e*pvU~ 
rd that 1 i nould this .day fled iftircessaty to 
riso iu uv p. i«*r i ) this house io answer to any 
c h uge <n injustice and oppression. , I d>,o- 
mki t!r huo.genl. who lias brought forward 
rlvs f h »! *. that, whan wr opinion h \ who 

km,vis n. * not, may ^nteiuhi of my oflicial 
<otid.» i, a otiargc oi injustice oi opj'nusMop, 

wa- n ; o* thro coupled with the name 1 
bt-.v i it ojsuDtion to me,Sir, that though 
th : h- n. member is not acquainted with tny 
pub.u diameter, 1 have never b-m without 
die approbation of those who have known 
me be** in my own country. With t|i$ 
hon genr , . ud others not acquainted with 
the naiacirr cinch it has been my good for- 
tu[ji* j-i busum, tins charge ♦may have ob- 
i„!!; il a tempunuy .belief $ but I can slay* 
with a {»*{»• coti-ciemv. that had 4 fbe kmm 
ilniw hern piomolgatcd in 'city ip 
v. Inch inv lot is «a<ti a hundred thousand 
toiigut s would hr raiseU against it, and not 
a luv ii ns against him by’whom itynight 
Ik piefcu.nh It is iUo .nutlvr consolation 
to mr, that if 1 h ne bern guilty pf njju&itcq 
in i pprcs-tion to j^pribon, Morisoty and his 
iie nils lime in their turn gucvously-retaliate 
cl. 1 must he a i lowed, to state it, as a nid&t 
dm ary < m uuvdatr o, t lbnt aft< t pass¬ 
ing u.o months jn London,nth**?'pmsunt or 
n rf d> to hi pu sent in rny place |p this hwv, 
not one wool u,i> .said of the charge. n<uv 
punned aguiisr nv, though sk months 
have elapsed since toe Intei whwh has been 
made the giound of so much anmiadva run 


has been publicly known in tint part of the 
country w Inch was so materially int^n-sted m 
the subp t r. In saying tins, let me be un¬ 
derstood as (»*nv» , mg no iott of niGinuaiiou 
against the bun. g mt. 'opposite, as to th*- 
turn* wle'n the bu unws Ins been aginfral. 

1 io, i am (Otdt.i. nt, n incapable <u my 
mean cu unjiutifnbh' onnumvies to take me 
by ^-utpriHe^ or to } in me o>anv unnecessary 
inconvenience. Of any sub nmmts I do 
most bimerely ami inlly m .put him. I be¬ 
lieve that the hon. gt m hi ought forwaid the 
bUfincis tioon Us he rertm d the irdoirna- 
fion on which th“ charge was'luuudcd, and 
tim in bringing it t^awaid he uvlt d faith, and 
honorably. When l have stated thi-, 1 h.-vr 
to'ckclare my ofumon U.at^Miek' id ti.uid 
no doubt with the best metiv? \ ( mr A f a to 
get the busit'tJM'tod need jusi at tut time 1 
thatniy presence Th ant>iia t pan m the king. 
4oxn wa» the most in Cess uy, are’ u ien o,y 
profe^gionai dutiwtailed fm np/ i M unro 
'iwitting txertioos. It is Urdu Uuic peeu- 
Ihr ciic^tn*tanceft Hint lam now town! to 
rotun) to London to answer o ehaip t e of the 
gravest 4{>d most srrinus kmd. 1!, m this 
ca«c* 1 have nut )ud tea$*>u to <.n-n .: i ( ,f 
the horrors and the* -rmrs or m ■>. »mr. 
at lea*^ i have a fair light to *t , mmd a 
pretty kbvere share ot punishment,—-!v tore, 
bir, J enttrat laigc into the sub; » i,it mav be 
prpprr f>r meat the ouNet to s a e \s vmids 
on a supposed Inter sc.., born \h ! \u lio.n, 
'wolung me in intact uv si ntum in- cut- 
Unufd hi my letter to the shtiA -.ul^ufute 

(4* BitutLhire. It is not tiue tj. ,t I *'\ K r ie- 
ci k, vcd from Monsun any such h - i*er, it is 
tfuc, indmi, ihe writer empSbycd by Mop- 
sou in LdinlHVgh to manage he, busineis, 
tor ccUtiuily in point oi property Ajuiimn »s 
a respectable man, did, about ih cV weeks 
after the puLheation of my letter. (ull on me, 
wishing me to mruer my turmcr sttst^inent # 
and A^uriug bv that they hid or onioned 
Munson a grpat deal of uneasiness. At tin? 
intervkwhe assured me that,as forashoknew, 
^loHscm was a kyat min, and altogether 
i prison oiuocxcf v ?|Hionable ch-itac ter.To ti!ia 
propos^iuu my reply was short and simple. 
Previous to any fctraciion ou my pur, [ re* 

1 qiured tb&t Momou shoold oiler ?% aruhjjy 
for his conduct; and this I cr:u t;i \rd m,h. 
spensahly neewary, befoic I humbled my* 
sell so far d*to go on my knot t » eir r m<L~ 
vidual whatever. Wivthtr I vjs uglit in 
following ihiVlbv of toudu -t wdl depend un 
a rcweW of those circumstances h n will 

Se necessary for to state h. roni 1 clou- my 
id^ivmc'iis Iti ih S VI ry senous d, L nyy\ 
'I ins only it prriper»i<i! me !o .uld on Uiis 
pcMl, mat from the Jay that this interview 
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took place* ] received no expVmaiiou, and 
that 1 novel heard more • >! th« business till k 
v.aS fir^t agitated in this ho a so.—Having 
made these preliminaiy observations, I should 
now proceed to the merits of the case Be¬ 
nue, however, 1 do this, it will be necessa¬ 
ry to introduce some general observations, 
v h»ch will mat* rpiliy assist tft£ Uquse in 
* nmptehrmbng the real nature of th© pro* 
ftrdmgs which I thought 1 it * my duty 
to adopt, so far as Mori sop \vm concern* 
e l. In the first place, I wish tb direct the 
nurntion of thehou.se to the period of the 
v*mi at wbk'h the letter fyiesfina was 
w* it It n, and t he iueans of. 'dte fhnee which 
Scot land at that time po»st s^ed. as ftppliaftbto 
to the ii)i»uekiblc dmger With which the 
ponntrywas t hi ea tenet!. ft will be ntuBe&ia* 
rv tor me, \v fine* I si( dotFu, to dwell some* 
vvh*t at l.n*r on thn naitjie of i^e duties 
conin iu i! '* nh the^oflw ,<d lord adyoc&to 
for, totldtui, brn even rmvyit is proper, that’ 
] °h'u,ld .notch nially allude to if. i pmst 
fiM of all siy, then, that in the efrpum- 
utAVi » u.-dcr which the letter \W written, 

1 acted under the gravest fespoWfohhy. 1 
ina.c to state, that at that poiod the means 
nl defi’iu-e in Scotland were totally ip&de* 
qniiV’ to Us defence. When I say that Scot?, 
.and was then almost wholly Ufi k^df* f { , 
t evn to forme out no charge either ag&kik\ 
*lir hue nmusters, or thd illustrious 

.»i isons at the head of the anity^The t ffect; 
d v\ however was, that vtty cbrhi durable 1 
ihm and dis^atisf iciion did prevailJn Scot¬ 
land, ♦ hough the v tsest and more reacting 
p'Mt of the community w<hc, convinced of 
the fteces.ify of concentrating the tramps 
in tin* vicinity of the capital. The house 
die htifinVmly aware what H large’pfopQt*‘ 
tion of tin recruits for fije regular army ut^. 
fit all times obtained from -Scotland. 
wuhs'andmg this I have tw)r io 
that, h the peturd to which' | f&m Wtbtxkifj§/ 
t 1 * e were on 1 y, in all Scot la n d ? nio\y^pU $$1*' 
of the army of met w/wjftb#u]t 
mg aivi without arms, and..o^^tiffity regf* ' 
me nr of dragoons. J n xm thml v 

wr vwuo solely left to odjwWeaV' 
thk wjs not all. Ar thjrt-v^y iho$ 

noble iord, ai the h$ad of „the i'fdeps in'Scot v. 
iamb had actually received to detaeji ■ 
p,at of our foic«n 10 Irel^hd, and two 
'Uo.it best appointed ;m<i pearly regi*, 

nien.s of militia were act m ilf tSniW^ia re h* 

5 nv; » ' er> lor a tiktriudif Northupihct/iind- 
i ad dam only ilnrie^s bktaif^m pfmi* 
^t^; ;3 he supphmenury mdiria thc« 
jMsaftilv in the runks, ^nd of (fee volunteers a 
v|yea| p^oportir-n aisodesutufe of amw, 
.-J- r an’ yr lt i of^\^L.v uujUTpaud tor 
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service, on <!:e east coast of Scotland. When 
I irifmuou that tinder two major generals 
there were only two regiments, I think f 
must convey to the house a tolerable picture 
of military cbfajceof Scotland at the time 
when thU iettei, on which so murlf animad¬ 
version has passed* wa$ written. With regard 
to the nanh of Scotland, ins whole safety 
depended upon the Voluntary exertions of 
■ the people, '‘j’he noble Jord at the head of 
the forces felt it Ifisduty to concentrate what 
troops he could "Collect for the defence of 
fcduibttrgh, and therefore the defenceless 
jjtait 0 i lie northern part of the id and could 
' not, nt 1 ih^t in‘onico*> *„bf possibly avoided. 
f 1 appeal then, Sir, to tjbc tnndour of the 
what my feelings, must have bun, 
wb^b pa|lcd on,to oifer an opinion rt^pe^t- 
t iug the conduct of jsn individual, whose pro¬ 
ceedings Went to the direct discouragement 
of the editions of the volunteers, on whom 
*htf aulety, of the Noith of Scotian-i dr ■* 
, pei.ded. Am I to be'sevcrrfy u»r«l'iun- 
ed/ftK ‘U0t liaving guided myself w h( lly 
hy i&*. cold formal terms of !i\v ; r l Ur, 
mdre we, ic ,It the nece^hy of ci.mvntratn<g 
thetroops ,'in the yicintty of V h, 
’the mori;' did vve see thr expr !’* u> c \jJ 
rnrouragihg, by every posable m- rms tin; 
exertions of the volunteers in ihc \oith"iu 
. pari ot the island. Un<|uestion«ihl) it was 
the duty nf every map to dkcoutage any at¬ 
tempt rhe ardour of the volunteers, 

and though { have no ulea of rfi igoomng 
men nun volunteers, I certainly did fed, 
tlku the conduct of Mamon, under a) 1 the 
1 circumstances of <lhe base, was highly to be 
reprobated*, iSo much I have conceived it 
.jtwjcessary to say as to die means of defence 
possessed by Scotland; at the period when 
the letter Was written. The next point to 
■which I ysiislt l<o advert is, the means of in- 
’ regard to the probable at- 

ter^p.i, javasiiba, at tlie period to which I 
v ?iaVd foeS^ Referring.' At that time ir was 
u^ef^Hy understood among all the 
dtpiijj^i^itertUjjjs, or at least among all the 
lord^T^utenita’fS of counties, that invasion 
plight bftv expected from day to day. The 
•i/teSjjf at the head of die tioops, strongly 
f w Ihe itnenedia^ probability ot the 

atterdpih t?yen went bo far as to read a 
, letter;tmtii»''ibe of state, intimating 

that government, from their knowledge of 
thy etiemyV prepaiatioaa, wore in daily ex- 
peettnion of;tbe enemy endeavouring to ef- 
iu:c, a landing on our shores. So tav, Indeed, 
did the noble lord and 1 carry our views on 
this subject, that not contented with precau¬ 
tions ior the readiness of the troops, w© 
earned them even so far as to our own per- 
i-oi-s, J t can state io the house, that the no- 
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bje* lord W3<s so scrupulous on this point, that 
he d.un mined not to sleep even one night 
out uf Edinburgh, IT* even went so tax a* 
to refrain, to steep bt Dalkeith, the s*at of 
the Duke of \Buccleogh, though only six 
miles from’ Eiinbjucgh^ from the apptthen- 

:>u>Vthat lha signal fbr the approach "of the 
■ufemy might bHioisted, and eyed iff [ hour 
{dumb! not be lost in leading the troops h- 
gaimt the invaders. It 'yvaa under *,090 
cumstances and such’Impression^,tteC I 'sat 
down to consider the; case of Morisfei/arid 
in the answer wb tel/ f g&V'd' to the feempiial 
submitted % fey opinion, as well as in the 
fetter to the 4iet;iUof Hampshire, f certainly/ 
did df liver my sentUmmfs Wider the impres¬ 
sion that the enemy might have landed in 
Scotland, even befbf 9 my letter reached its 
destination —Having put the^,house iife$foiK 
session of the real jtme of things', $0 far a* 
our inhumation respecting the time wlieff 
invasion uugh/have hvpn expected in Sept*' 
land, 1 proceed,to make a few-pbferVaU6ns 
on the nature of the oHito which it h my duty 
to hold, and which tnay jtejjdho enable thp 
h'>»,e tnote fairly and^mpartteDy in judge 
the question at issue/ Tbiy,;,^ ^‘ho judge 
of the otil00 of lord advocate far Scotland 
by n c unpatison w/h the dry* formal office 
c ( attorney-general in tiiA country'* have, 
indeed, formed a most erroneous opinion on 
the sul>v ct. The lion.,.gent, lias professed 
his inability to explain two the home the va¬ 
rious and complicated duties, of this office, 

1 wish that l could within any reasonable 
compass define its duties, and tiifcn I can 
injure the house that though, extensive, al¬ 
most beyond c onception, they would'afford 
me ease and retirement,, compared With the 
endless succession of duties vfrbiyh no*r m& : 
ceswvely pass under my revie^v If will b& 
nectary for me'to say » ifov^yord^h^ye^ 
respecting the executive v go?t- Jin : 
previous to the union. AuhifperWlfhrf' 
lord high chancellor, the lord , 

the lord just ice,, clerk, the ‘ lord 
and the lord advocate, wcre'yW 5 c#h«ttoehf / 
members of adminUtfet^an*'Wety, 
of causes these had $ttccessiy$t;y 
The lord high ch 30 c£||pr was' l^ftongSf; 
existence. The lord : ' 

lor the purpose 0^';^p1p%ndSpgl' ®F" 

Scotland. The 1^4 

the nieic .wnidfe 

he never presides./ *Qp? I 4 $ rf 

parliament the justice c}wfci^h ItaVk 
no seat in the housc ? and is whhjlycohfffe'd 
to his own court Under tit&£ hirchfer 
stances, Sir, the whole of thb<dutfe!| 
nejeted with these varioH ’dep^ttmeiVls Im*e»" ; 
now entirely devolved on the lord advocate' 

V01.II. 


of Scotland. To him all inferior officers ' 
look for advice and decfefeb, and with th& 
greatest propriety it nfey sa?d that he pos- * 
senses"the whole of tlicebx thrive govern* 1 ; 
ment of ScOtliidd, under 'his particular care, 

I, Sir, have found in my own'^pericnce 
how boundless are the duties which this office 
imposes, it has fallen to my lot in ft thou¬ 
sand instances not only to give adVicb on 
subjects connec|ed with my piofcssional pur¬ 
suit's, but on subjects altogether foreign 
from my habits of life. I have often beer/ 
ufeter ih* necessity of giving advice on'toat-* 
-tef# 'purely" miliary, and to endeavour to 
remove’ ‘Stffibuhies which had occurred in 
‘ arranging tlfe tifea'ns of national dtfence* X 
tnay^Wci’ Without exaggeration, that since 
tKe^ratpWjlgoClhe acta for the defence 
, of the Country, I have given to lord lieu- 
(feoafcft anff otlfers empbyed In carrying 
thcjfe'ff&s' into ’effect,' 1 no less than eight 
Ifeftilfeffdiffererff opinions on the subject of 
military arrangements. This I have been 
dblfed to do from the ditt'erence of habits 
$n& manners. in diHerein district'? of Scot¬ 
land,' tip' $feich xto 'geticr.tl legislative opi¬ 
nion cbuld'vwer reach. While 1 am on fids 
subject, It Way with the ’utmost propriety- 
add, that/since'the arrival of the present* 
commander in chief in Scotland (Earl MuD' 
ra), t have been i'h a great mensuto relieved 
frumlhia very fetignlng pan of my public, 
duty,' 'That gallant nobleman possesses not 
only the utmost perfection of military * set* 
'ehce fr ! but unites ^much' rlvp and poll licit 
knawi^fgc, that ho has conciliated and cn- 
Uk^red'aft .Jic^rtsi ■ V mice’ his Ampicca .we 
ohlyfeegim to feel ho dread <rf'in*, 
varihn, ’buf have imbibed, confidence imbur* 
selves^ '’W^‘ have ■ not [on)y ’adopted This ' 
cohMriice, i ''bn't > wehkve (i , bsen inspiied with 
J{/ enthusiastic'’desire prove ourselves 
w^n%'I :pi\QftV' illuarrfeds c^mmanden and 
'W'oafeifebd.'to add new gfer^ to his feme- 
; 1 'a 0 * S it, of tii* 

dbWdeii^e^hfch' been ^ 

‘hi Pie» and t will put itt : 
htnise, ’whether, if my 
;pu|lfe ^vad ever be«tv marked with 


^eVerity,' xv'apfenn^ or ’opp^ssiorti it is at 
1 all T^y:Tl^vlf^ffiPhldV^ ve continued to' 

; rAtk' the 'gOT 4pfeWh ^oo* so mueli tiis-, 
^hiemtijedWlff^ixlbrie^nd his private tir* ■ 
Wiil'/the huedit the possibility'- 
ofthe pobk^te^ ^ ^ ll hnnourmg 
wiffihl^pf# W individual under ythuM 
' the pfepfe .of Scotland wertsf 

TedfeaVtn''tee'’ti*pdmg state which the 
h$hy&m* who,introduced tbe charge «eem«- 
^‘d : 't(./represent ? In ’yfldgl^bf 'my {feb»x 
conduct, the houstf^hrto^r’in mmd 
3 E # . \ 
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the duties which I have to perform and the more than one third of what was necessmy 

scene m which I am called onto act. It to provide for ro n an ordinary >oyage. 

shop}$ be remembered that, with the t$- lien I did noi ho.‘ate a moment, but im* 

cepuoh of the legislature, Scotland is still mediately', by otfkis to the rmtoiu house 
16 all intents aodpurpose* a-separato king- officers, had ttem embargoed, idl a proper 
«U>m. Its laws *ts costqte/and man- supply of provisions \va* obtain', d, Mhe;u> 
iters have undergone,nochange. In theap- tfou was not strictly lftfl&b hot my own 

plication of general acts much local c&pltt*- sense ni public duty reprinted tome the 

nation* is required, and therefore’ the.Iprd necessity of resorting to it and awaiting ih<* 
advocate pf Scotland frwK fre^tieutly-act consequente». Ko fault was found with 
on hid responsibility. This ‘i» v foe sort of my c mdort, ahd if l hqd thought that it 
conduct which every one-Wfoik situation h ' wo- Id have Ken blamed, l con Id only have 


necessarily compelled to pursue. Cases, do 
occur when nothing jhu^ r^jjjrjmibility can 
enable a lord afoocafo of &ofoqd firmly.and 
honestly to perform-Hi’s duty to foe public. In 
the American war* a npbfo lord (Lord McL 
-Vdfo) who then filled the Mtmdfon, aded^oti 
one'occasion on this piinefole"fo a : Way font 
did him the highest honour, 'The ifouqce 
to which l allude was fofe^foof several ves¬ 
sel* about .to sail ffom Cwjftftcdk' and fort- 
pat rick for New Y rnkMi^ Boston; If tht^e 
'vessels had been permitted 1 la foe'cdh- 
..sequence would have been Ant ft miufoer of 
British subjects ytfoold WjVd 'been,.totally lost 
to this countryj What tjbgfi..$4*.the noble 
fond do tinder these eircu&stttnegff,? He did 
precisely that which tm public duty impe¬ 
riously required _ of ’hi«gsi v Ho riuctmed a 
grand respomibiltafo'^ mtdh triy «env ox- 
1 dm to the custom-now, officers at the ports 
from which the vessels were to sail, and had 
’ them all embargoed. Thus*, by qiieu^mo- 
mponstbilityi on important public obj :* 
was obtained^ though the act do ItstU was 
not strictly fogaf v Anqfoer $m* y \ which I# 
also ' strongly in point, eccufr$$. during ill- 
. administration of pay efesfor, fo\ Office. 

■ It bo happened foat he, rcc^yfd^ffotligcnce 
that a; letter . from foe, jptwt 

. office at Perdu '&nd \yohi<fgif 
on a In Idgal 

forms foj* 

the secretary pf ^t 

,„ obtained before tfie 1 letter ^fo^ph4^ 

, But what had his 

crisis? be felt' thattai»d<’ratrifSEK 
*tand upon his reaponai^iKt 
low this count. , He $'etfe$f 

and from foe , r $£, 

was enabled W$$i 

, the hfotor* foconmgn ‘ punifofottnt* In tjjjfe 
own 

to stand on my'' remfc^ltp ^'%*hm fo^p- 

■* .pqared to me w&iS *k 

ff -tererted. Ii 

: ■ 1 vml vessels weye Abpnr'fon' 
,4ht; west of Scotland*, with 
grauts on b#rd, v Bound to Amorio.,,ahd’ 
1 tail foe amount <Sf pievisicns was ml fouth 


come to <»hs house for an act ot indemnity, 
i J \i ' l my duty to act op the same priori- 
}V'.* in July hut, when thr: if. mu rtvtif«n 
broko mu m Dublin. At that time I v.as 
t pyj.^-'d that numbers of.lnsiimen were ;u> 
ruiti ft ai Fo.t Patrick, from Ireland. I na- 
- fob r y supposed, n, wan the case, a bill 
\vt)utd pass, enabling foe Ifoh govt, to 
. ,prevent any perstm leaving Ireland without 
$ passport. There was no similar law 
flgahUM their ret option hero, hut, acting on 
the ptindple that this aa was meant to be 
‘leciproeal, I immediately sent orders to pre¬ 
vent any persons but women oud dnldien 
from landing ni tiny port of this kingdom, 
without a passport $ and those who had no 
passpon 1 immediately nrdeied to be sent 
back again to Ireland. Here, to be ^uro, i 
did i it act in conformity to the sttict letter 
of foe lav Canning the matter to strict 
im.;rrve f ution, av Action of false imprison¬ 
ment wouiv. perhaps, have lain against me 
rluc 1 foou)' have been ashamed of myseli 
if, fimn an apprehension of any such con- 
’ sequences, a had r at all dreaded to encoim- 
1< re*!; msibility, or to answer for my con¬ 
duct with ftryfonid. On these principle> i 
‘ have always proceeded* and on these grounds 
it Is my deter mi tiatfon always to act.—It 
\ did occuf to me, in the event of the enemy 
l ’ appearing off foe coast,and evidencing an in- 
fofofon qf:todi.ng, foatit would be impossible 
-common mode; of adminis- 
f' v tofog 'Jh^Sifo^and' I therefore, in confor¬ 
mity |o c&iuion 6f foe noble commander 
‘ ^pf^fOygovernment for the ap- 

.;, C^didooal Committee, tor 

:1%1ar^ the event of the 

,j ‘hat rfw, noble 

p\ f^ppr«l».enWve that tho 

measure might create 
* tiTOfceAa%: V Ac,sired himself only to 
'.thatj would late the whole mpon- 
Ability,of'myself, would bum his letter on 
fo^pbjdc^ would ou my own responsible 
.Wy Umftfjjty step that was necessary for 
tbe public aifety, §qd would throw myself 
on the candour of this house. If, however, 

: foe house be inclined to take on themselves 



$jwe &$!£ me K fV 
l|t ; fe|^T4tKjjii? ; Ir unrjuei- 
Oj|jjc i <tt^‘3kft#»V<?. wo‘4U 

^^jpe&ry IQ 
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l.ijn, Having tlone so, he shewed it to hi? | and compassion on which he had so largely 
mastery again a<ked leave logo, and was dwelt* /Jhis, however, I am convinced 
again This, probabiv, was the first proceeded from a prutial and incomplete in- 

time he had worn his uniform, desirous; formation of the facts of the case* Had he 

moat likely If figuring before some of his known them fully, he must have seen that 

female acqnaintanc©, ^ndanatious> no doubt, his compassion was far more justly due to 

to profit by the attendance which he had the servant than to the master. There is* 

’formerly given, he did attend the inspection*. however, another Wrcumsiance., of which! 

expecting at the very tttctatthqthe would t&*, then had Information, with which the con¬ 
ceive a scold for disobedience*; in th^s, duct of Morison exactly corre»ponded, nor 

however, be was'deceived,.bis master, dis-was I at all unwarranted in supposing him to 
missed him> although he offered; ,tp work, be a person of that description., 1 was not 
extra hours, or any additional d*y W the ex- ignorant th^t there had existed at Port say, 
pijration of his agreement c BuAow was ho within a mile or two of the place w here this 
turned away l Was he tpmed'away as the gent* Jived, a society called « the Society for 
horn ge-4\t* would dismiss one of his servants Universal Liberty/* founded on the principle 
who had deservedly offended ■ him t r Were, , of never ceasing to promote their chimerical 
hu wages honestly and fairly>paid to film ? and visionary plans, so long a member of 
J*Jo, he and his family were turned to .the , 1 it existed. The conduct of this society had 
door without a single tehing of w-gEs, been such .as to induce the sheriff tu inform 
men for the time he had actually served, them, that he most have the honours of the 
which he did not latwly recover, but through Sittings at>: after meetings and on tins 

a decree of the hberifE Bismiml hfaieryau^ ( notificationihey had thought proper to fits- 
in Scotland, it is be oJMfrved, is ver'fdif^J solve. That they did, however, still con li¬ 
ferent ip its effects from ' i a‘>Mlar line : of ime to meet in small parties, for fedumns 
conduct in this country* md «<m>’ purposes, and that one* of their objects was 

vanfs were not engaged* by * 4 ba day ,\®?:' ip discountenance and discourage volumecr- 
werk, but by the half year, at'two .stated ^ Jog among servants, v\as known. I was 
term?, when every servant necessary'for Lfiat well aware ihat the prhnum mol i/r, the pniw 
half year’* wK» >a engaged*, •' It was tb^re’U' eipal instigator and promoter ot this s<x.kty, 
fore not to be expected' thaf.he should get n w m a person ve>y likely to have influence 
place for the reminder ofTbi^wipte?. There over Mfi Morisow. \Yhst then was 1 to 
are, besides, no poor > r^Ws^ in; Scotbrnd. of think, 'when l saw him so wantonly and un- 
conrstt no alternative «^nae 4 /to;myait him *{ disguiaedly impeding the public service, but 
but to beg or tu the cff- that he was one of the persons who had 

ciJtadsiuxf nn which I profcbfedci c&tomu* adopted this as their grand and systematic ob- 
ttkattd tome not by official- jeet ?' My mind, probably, is not property 

Jy by the chief mag isyt fife oly&e .-emmy, constructed* but .$nch was my feeling and 
' impressed with tii.V.cunvJctmn of (jttafttfaahh** penumioaoo the, occtuon, Let me ask, if 
vou$ effect^ winph >uoh‘ ; cop 4 l ^^ 4 ' P m ~ a penvoiyhad spid htm&lf into the service of 
duced on the public jtSens .rtfeen. ^ i and were to put the question to the 

a man IP <Mi 1 .sWho^wjjf^h^W.;heater' 1 • bow he could bast, serve him, 

wheie-to would,,he answer f ' ; * f You live in a 

pressiop ?\J da.-s&y*>i 'Ms pfendof the country, vsehnr you cun 

.consider theh^ :: '’ * c^p^cfIftle#tAfrom tfee regular force, which 
unjust and opprasHfd,|p fm ti%% be kept near t he C'* pi Ml. \u- 

oo mature ami dlif/ '; : Tel^'gbpc^ ; j?dfi,^an send me none ; tpei < fori', 

of any c/Tjpotyal.sacrV-ispc you can render 
itT* bm ' «tk6ry;.thif); you can to dm- 

warranted far^.i/'■ odd defeat the valunteer- 

i founded, # Jfi?Kfbri^ li^or!son had‘been in 

me joT xfraace,' he could have 

what lightthb'bfe^boijt'yif"tfiore:Effectually to serve it 
risou? The i^tjLT ipt v 1 ;>fe#i done.—Having now 

■ cntitkdy,greater length thau 
in hi* cooddety ^ duct of Morison, as stated 

.the Nonh s M f - 5 ^ a ^%:^ substitute, I shall prorted in 

1 . : ,m what m^^erTould fb^r^markA cm the letter. The hon, 

U ■, clearly * hai'Sfvhled' ahia branch into three dis- 

y>*•?&¥** i?S|^k° tJ > ‘$ iinct poitlW^Therc is one t.n wdsich hz* 

Jhdju, ; ^enijuwnfi' of .'^UiuascriiSdi’ not tuvar^^Ific^ ashoaaymiliutft against 
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me with some of the legal gentlemen near | 
me* whose good wishes 1 am eager to re* | 
eon die, I must explain. The parage I al¬ 
lude to is that in which I tote, that i have 
returned the Tee 5 a practice,, I cad assure 
my learned frtendMod the hoft* gsuL* hy no 
means common in my f countryy and one 
which I shall be sorry* to extend to thelum* 
gem. should* foe'be ever pleased do employ 
me. The first part of the letter touched on 
by the hon. gent, is that in \yhich X tote the 
conduct of Marumi to be of an atwfous m* 
tore, and that the gemietpefi 
should cuter into a resolutiotl' not to assa*, 
male with him. When I first suggested this 
to the slif iitf substitute, he told me that this 
was alu-ad y in a'great measure tht'm&t. 1 t 
told him then, the power of punishing was 
in their own hands/and if they requited mf 
testimony in support of their conduct, they 
bhnukl have it. That sentiment;! still retain. 

■\\ ill thi* house entertain 3 complaint again*! 
a public officer for libelling a private indivL 
dual J To an action of damages/ I am^etw 
MbJe, if i have libelled Mr. Morhom ! am 
liable, and even that my official situation 
might be & ground for enhancing them. 
But, with such a question, ifoifc house, 
nothing to do. 1 have expressed myopinhm 
oi hU conduct. In that opinion I will! pc?-* 
severe, The' very act pf sending * the letter 
may amount to publication of the libel, if it 
be one. Let Mr. Moribon.. bring his proper 
notion, and I shall be ready to answer to itj 
As to the idea that my advice to the gemle- 
men of the county not;to associate \vnh Mr. ! 
Morisnn, was to produce that sentiment, mn > 

1 lie foou^e believe that such would ha mb mi. ^ 
tho effect, had not such an 5 dr a corresponded‘ 
with then* own feelings K ' A pretty sati«fki* 
lory proof of this feeling mamfeitod ibclf |,t 
a quarterly county 

wa* found willing to bring mydetter;vhrfer ; 
consideration ; the motion/ '^cveryw^ 
thrown over the table. - Was i tfoh^Oly;per*■' 
.son not entitled to express thh"0pmiph! 
does the bon. gent, tfoink/lhjit 
to recommend him to the notices 'maitmpfet <, 
of the gentlemen of the wmiyi mi 
vice them to take Mm cor45$Uv % thehrtrffj 
standing in the situation in wfufeh L did,, add 
told officially, by a 'public#e<jd^ 

Ins conduct had product<$^iffad' (> 0 ,th^r <stepf 

could I have adopted'? 

cd on, by the hon. 'getfU, 

which I recommend, thatch 

itig of the enemy, MoriWm sfobhl4' < ^> > p;^ 

p»ehcnded. On dhis head, 

remarks, wh.it would*foe the effect, ft, 

sitting such attempt, he*ho»id comuiitf litaM 

tfet ? tth elfcnee, says ihci$*vg<mt ‘whpji 

' ' # 


not be pmmhiblo, he would have been up* 
prehended without a warrant 1 The hon.gent* 
has dearly misconceived this part of the case. 
My letter would not have been lire warrant, 
on which, in ‘the. event of a landing* Mori- 
son would have beeq apprehended, it could 
only have,served as the authority or mandate 
to the sheriff, or*other officer., to issue tbe 
proper wart&nr, and to which, therefore, the 
objection of the horn gem will not apply. 
But, says the hop. gent., il'ycm did think this 
fSC&accessary, you luxe even exceeded 
for, mot»content with apprehending, you 
have' «$*<£ ordered him to be detained.. If . 
this had not .been ordered, what use could 
‘thwe , ‘hay«. been, in ordering him, or any 
,suspicious/ person* to be apprehended ? it 
coaid he of UO use whatever ; if not detained 
foil the <meipy were driven from the coast, 
whafobaotfibki effect Could arise from appro 
fooiMing' f{ipa on .the first hading of , the 
enemy: On thH'$uh)*ct, the act of \?gi 
had been referred to, and,! feel happy iusee- 
i ing that act alluded to and read. It proves 
that d)^'liber foes of mycoontiy are fixed on 
as solid a foundation as thoseof England are, 
by the boasted habeas corpus . But the bon. 
t gem. ought 10 have obwsiv^d, that tunes of 
iuvarioafor rebellion, arc expressly excepted 
in the, fief, The warrants, however, it is to 
foe 'remarked, ara ordered to foe issued, un- 
derAheoydm of five members of the privy 
council; Unfortunately there h now nouct 
such in Scotland, and if {, who now bear mi 
toy shoulders tfoe whole weight of the privy 
council of Scotland* am not entitled to grant 
sncli/autbpiityi Scotland h in the unln’ppy 
situationstring no rymedy against this 
, eVfLri’Tf |t narrow ground, th it 

ifoqiW^gurtt* wish** to propose a censure 
upon, fqe/T'«li^ tuosf willingly, submit. 

' $>ls4ew*yhowever, -it was never hi my con- 
out of the Rocket of 
'y&vp^mnd’fMwhomrit was written, unless th 
;/ia/pf ;*t| fodng';ncbes,H3ry to-apprehend Mo- 
n«4'm. tV :Sffoon ifo.'VVoUW have been ^ jnstifica- 
1 1 obi; mmd ’the warrant. 

t^ba.pot on'rtcord, or 3 
olWarfifcV^pyk;^^ itf But'the hon. 

for any ctmse- 
from the writing 
I «iuldhaV0 divided 
: 4$^ rather anbv 

‘fiWgrciple td f maintain. It #a$ 
l'tyfr^3^ps?v'itele> that' l' $os&& : figure, that 
^yu^’k^^Id'WV* been pt«'>t>o 'Mm4, 'n 
fetffer ; Wriftp-bjr ,tfoc 

i eltfoermTom w^vest, ffoonM;'' : foave\^fou'fid its 
^vay^hfofo^’i ‘'But' th^ to:'fehfifV'mkhti'Ray, 
,jfiU>wlW vve am in;^osfce^rion of ijtef fact, 
that y'oaT^fiy have inch ittupiciou^ cfoarac- 
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t<*rs, If* ms sec that you hat - ® no more of 
(km. Let us* see your gteeiV boxes, and 
we will tell you hour Jar you ire well found¬ 
ed.'This, indeed, would be exceedingly con¬ 
venient, as them would then be no respon¬ 
sibility/ What if Morison bad hep» appfe- 
hended—would genrifctpVn Kate said, wakp, 
oat a legal case.? . -Then there .wouldfave' 
been no occasion for inddtnqi.ty,—HSVJng 
thus laid the case before" theJiause^feaving • 
stated the. danger df the country ^t. Jhe.'pe* 
riod when the letter was written,;*, having ■ 
.pointed out, the responsibility ed my own si¬ 
tuation, f tore it to theboOSe todeterojme 
whether I bttve not tnade ont such a rase .as. 
must >aiisty them* 1 trust 1 have already sa 4. 
enough to shew that, in the very critical si- 
that ion I was placed, and witlisuih tobr- , 
roation as was then before cue, 1 might have 
mtdortaken, on toy own .r^ponsibthty, to 

have Mr. Morton arrested,ip. t}«. over*« 


the letter secret, his lordship rather thought 
an aggravation of the injury, for in that way 
it roust have come on him lite n thunder¬ 
bolt* Without any prev ious expectation, and 
while be thought himself secure, he most, 
without betng'fiieBrd in his defence, have 
been deprived 'both of his liberty and pro- 
PCTfV* ' . >’ 

V The Attorney General wasftf.ftpini on, that 
after whatlbey'had heard from then. lion. 
»«d learned ford hitntelf any thing that ho 
ccjultS sayi,' Uftuld.add but little to .his juslifi- 
.cation. Tbetorned Jort|'4$d' stated, di.tt, 
as, a lawyer; hip had founded Jus opiuion on 
die private inforawtion of an individual, but 
in regard'* tp: the tjucsdotiJj.ow before the 
house, ht»,. had acted oft the infoimation of 
1 the sheriff, arid not on the information of a 
private individual Ifhe ; principal objection 
to the condoct of t|*e*iteamed lord, he stated, 
arose from an idea that it was oppressive to 

, _ _v.. _ 


have Mr. Mor ion arrawa.’.isi w*. / Z : T i 

£i 1 am now .assured' that Mr. Mo- i ihejndtyidtva U but, even allowing, dm ob- 

rhon is a loyal and rrspectebtemBU, It aflf jjection its full fora*, »U would, *t the same 
be vi, • but in time of great d.-mger we retto Ltimpi, admit,:, that, this was not a case that 
act for lives sab tv «f the stflW'. on.theevi- ^required dm iftfotferenre of the house, llie 
dc we then befofoUs.-TM *. gent.* Jaws of; the cunfttry were »toady rothcent 
concluded 1,V throwing DJmn the.. ' for theffdrm ot such fficvauuy. 

candour of the house, and;.8pjdogi*mtc.for . be tlfotot man, 4te sqtd, m 
having so long detained it, Jhutoditooeate »P ffW oofoamed V^M^gg m 
then withdrew from tto.bW ‘ M *tgf <****y*4HHffVj** 

Mr. Ifaihuad then inftv«,rf, “ !]ut* ■ ro-cotvstderatfoii. *wwtobc 

rears toibLhotwe that that W#dt?«of hut bu^td’Hht thift^tiiat t«W?6xpnw«m» 

linn Ciui toHope,"hi#roapMWflfcadtfocate for * could fotip.a grnuud for the tntet - 

Siantlft wK^ statement 

nSto,tvV, illegal, aftd contrary ^ S ,wn » Jf C0 ,V y 

7m" The qWtoa bfWg.pV * • * «•**!*■ »*» rather 

W }J- . * n_ ii/uJt'dU fdmW fur m ’this waw than, m any 


iorJ J. I'lamittiit tww^nU^l^jpa'W-i w 

imnibe noble ford ^ his 4^, : 'i»S * *£■ «tod to have had 

arcravMtoi of Woff«l*e..- the owd.mtmner, not 

said that if MV'..Mortoftl5%4>p!»*,PSis:ed'1o because tlpsfo w-aB. polaw in bistavour, but 
u In (hitihtW'WiV'WeaVV Mr, MMt bwa,w«t»*, ffonfdfoomstapCM, it was pro- 
! L" b»bl«,^titetoight tfot have had damages. 

^ cc :i d ; ,*' - . ‘lEi' w^tv*v wualr'.L M..tW&#aaAtl£jAiv ltd to no irr«at d^mases as 


V'u 3 P‘“ fi ' ” - ----- ---- 

for ■&’ this way-,' timn, in any 

otWr, 1 ‘ Jt wluld Mvebf'cniiowi^ proceed* 

,’VA n.nJfL-J., iLJ ..f- 1.4 1 -.*.,., I... ,1 


; pave *ujjcm vu mtu, 
’ apst-hPlftlto^ 1 ^ 5131 e ' ^ * rft *P ea to redress. 

*was not usual for 

i.Kiv&tTMwl'rr i\v*\'aniar'4 1 Kr *frtf am. r Cr»^ 


conduct of ’Jifforisc^ w ' * 


'v oca to w'ntcaa^w^^dMTfif 
t hwgh<J 


. w.^hfoultytJyy ~—--— 
oplft'jpven orders that 
oft laden** 


iy f prospectively, for any sc* 
^V^t'the im 'requiring 
cecity' ooli 1 :been eomnfiufeda 




himself, T^T^Wiart mi - The law na 

Ki >1. ; ;* v 4^M be.'tlnsadefft'Stj^'efor*! but hercelso. 


tad b< eu s>lr^niS«*itft ■»#«*«% but here'also, 
fcd too' om’ u>*'tltf ■'mivffimwfc '-*trc to made. It such mf- 
ELjlKi--.,- . i !*.» Keiihioff ferota had notheea careful to oresenie rnetr 


ivcfob.wd for its 


onteP»i twwvv™ • were <.« -»■ 

.K-,$t|iog I feretahad ttof feech, careful to preserve their 

> .«., >>• *".*'■■' ' ' " • r 
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property, if they had ont nsr.d every means 
in their power ag’ffrtn-t the common en«mr* it 
they h'.d even prevented the operation cf 
iuf\mirc# ior the gnnoi.il defence, what dc- 
gtee of compensation could siich men e\pr», i? 
thcop nion of the learned iord seemed to 
on'yuvite in this principle, but it was only 
an opinion^ mtd could not operate, to the 
prejudice of the supposed mi Terer, m itcould 
luve no legal effect. Suppose, the rase Wf. 
could have existed, it rmi&t after y.\irtk have 
come before a Court to be tried, befnie 
the learned lord could outy.fojp th$«cir£um- 
stances, such as he undefsfoo^ theui, and 
W'lth whom he could have no Influence* but 
only in sc» far as his opinion corresponded 
"hJi those oircumshujcvs* But die house 
ought to attend to the ^ircum^anCes of the 
country, and the situate If was then to, 
whiih he did not think by ady thetas a mat¬ 
ter of so little importance as thb ndble lord 
{A. Hamilton) seemed to do, ' The * house, 
ought certainly to \iew the matter t wh!y v 
great consideration, hut at the same.time he 
rould not sec that any fair ground was. made 
out for their inteiilrcuce. He disagreed 
with the noble lord opposite, that the con¬ 
duct ot the learned lord could impede the 
scivices of the volunteers. The hon. gent.. 
opposite (Mr. Whitbread), had said that the 
voluntceis were a good thing, hutthat we 
were not to l>o dragooned into Volunteering j 
but if we were not to be dragooned into vo¬ 
lunteering, we certainly ought not to be; 
dragooned out of it. When it .was k noWv 
that the servant rose in the bight time, and, 
did the weak that stood for., the rky, dhq 
home, he thought, would alter their opffff* 
ons in some respect as to the general que$* 
bun. It Mori sou's case appeared to bain 
some instances a hard one, that of the 
varu could not bo considered a$d 

he had m doubt, that had fte koff, gent 
considered all the ctnmtmUmceV he -wotiMy 
have mi to Morison, it H ' 

apply to parliament, take'tfed; u$uail 
of law. If the learned lord wa* rHV^ r c€n^' 
vmccd that the conduct of Morisbu pfhbeed^'’ 
ed from disaffection, he certainty cobki\m>lty 
be to blame for the manner m Wfakh te/ftff/.. 
acted, He had been awifttxHttf 
mid safety of the cottitryjj 1 

done had been At f dfbct of that tbJ&fty* :^6 : 
far, therefore,, was he\fram. kppfofting ' : 'ikk 
present motion, that he would ratfer rpbvo".. 
that the other orders of ihfe'day 
The it. horn and learned ’gent,^feiycsad*I' 
cl tided Avith moving an amtiidftfefctt untold 
effect. > ( 

Mr. Grty rose and addressed the hdosc ift 
the following termsI feet Sir, uoffcgiee 


Oh— Lot cl sJt!:'''Cn!o (f [SM 

of surprise in it 't slum!! b* 1 f e wbh of 
how tyu’ti; u vn to £. i rid of in * n \** t \ \ of 
my lion, hroil- hut I confess inr J v.n 
much astonshtd at the maimer in \*h.<U it 
is proposed to pvt iid of it, and ths vuiprj,e 
. h heightened In Ur* lepresentafiim wlmii 
the learned mover of the amemimruf Jug 
given of this import mt trans’ieiiom if noy 
Uitng eon hi add to the do p regret thu (he 
whole of thU affair has exoited in m> mind, 
U would be the light terms in which it has 
* been “pok^n of, and the sort of delcu.'e sec 
up for it by a Wnu$d gent, holding ,\ luph 
public office iu the count it— a gent, upon 
, whom 4pe pure ndmhihffaram nr jusff. r. ^ 
'cry much depends. Into the defence off, >. 
ed for hip conduct by the noble lord v,h.. is 
txi’e subject of the motion, so far as it rtfois 
to the alleged misbehaviour of Mr Mni- 
$opj J wilt pot cuter, nor do l think it no* 
cesfcjry in the consideration of this great 
question, with which it has little or nothing 
to do; the point for the decision oi the 
house being ^iSlply this, wht*thei the lord 
advocate of Scotland has,.in the e:uvcue of 
his office^ b^en guilty cf oppression a*»d ilie- 
gaUty? The noble and learned km.1 L rs 
thought proper to go info a very long J> t.al 
of the nature of Hu* office which heboid^ 
and thttoWauthorities from which h<* d« lives 
hry various powefs. Thiongh this detail 1 
Wtifitm follow hirn. It is not now wav-H 
sary, for whether bn enjoytt Midi a combm.w 
ttou of power U, tun for us nm\ to iurpmV ; 

'bat whether V»c has, tu th^insiamv be fuse 
thcr house, exercised hisSuthority wnit d.s- 
er^dhs, add a due rug;n;d to the saued and 
,'fp'jpaarabk precepts of justice. TI ■: uonio 
stated t many acts done by 1 m d ad- 
VOC^Ies’winch'\fi^rc not iegalf ami yet w ic 
mt darned cvtisu raffle; burin none <>f the 
( cafes,‘alUVdeti to'can 1 diw'uvfr any p" j .\ dcM 
I’at gH that of wnidi hi is now 

'-.far in each of those a ncu-^.ty ap- 
.tpoftfod tb' call tor the Hne of proceeding re- 
sbried;' to, ;j. When persons were about to 
'^fnjgrat^' 1 ^ 'America, ; aa iaetlearned bid 
to mA ihcfsr way to ifns 
\i wa* tm^Ufstionahly 
fijhtd^ 'preVcrd X \'5 and* 10 prohibu ships ti> 
iitil \vhkh: were mi supplied with sufficient 
; ( tfeo'iiuHcttatteer of their crews, 

w^a- wlA ‘libuyauity approve. The m- 

hi ••the lord advocate to Intercept 
a-- tytWnabk" correspondence through the 
‘ jffldKQttfcAbf iUt 'Ipoyt-offKxx and the m^nt 
tntefdid agam^t.ffie landing of In^hmen in 
’ Scotland, wtdiout at passport from Ireland, 
wctfe^OTS to be sbpposicd by strong jeosous, 
but T contend that there is not, m the tin* 
racier of any of tfc jsc acts, the least simui* 
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tudo to the tVan«3C<ioa which the learned 
lord suppo-.es them satisfactory precedents 
to .jmtily. They were cases in wh(d) the 
prompt exercise of anthoffty was necessary, 
or the public rUnest might have stiltefcd* 
and if e public safety been cndangeied : hut 
J would a^k, whether any >ueh couMjquenrc'i 
ct'ti’d luic ensued from delay tn this affair? 
Can .*ny men pretend- to plead that »» de¬ 
fence of the conduct of the learned lord 0£ 
this occasion? Can it be argued that any 1 
injury could result to the public, or to any 
individual, had the learned lord, when be* 
received th« information respecting’ Mori- 
sun, waited until be had made full inquiry* 
and given the accused, that 'of which th<s. 
teamed lord has availed himself this night; 
namely, an opportunity to resist the charge 
alleged Against him ? 'There no occa¬ 
sion for a sudden decision upon this ques¬ 
tion, Would it not then have boon becom¬ 
ing the high office* vwuch the learned lord 
holds, and his chancier a* a man, to haws 
takon time to investigate Jhe whole merite 1 
cf the charge before he attempted to 
inutile the character and endanger the bn 
hefty of a British subject? l\ it be waul 
fimi'tbe conduct of 1 Morion was reprehen- , 
vibh\ a* it tended to impede thq progiete, 
of the volunteer system, l Wmdcl tell gen¬ 
tlemen, that the conduct a .public bfiic*er 
h uuveh more repfcheh4^k> frfc'SHi 
abuse of power, by oppressive and illegal. • 
adamps and discourages the spirit 
the peopV, which < hemltes <aml sustain* ; 
that system. Any' inattention f to, iHttrh 
more outrage upon the rights ,p[ the people* . 
must naturally render them I w aimdoasibr , 
the defence of the povs erwhich «aactions 
it. The principal uw amljobjeef of power - 
h fhe protection of popular liberty; when 
if is employed for a eorvtnuy purpose ii$ S 
existence is an evil, andbtM, people Jteihg \ 
winter it cannot b<* intercid^TffiU . 

Wbat then is so bkely I* bd'Ahp ottegCpfy 
imeh an act as that which i* the object, 
tlm debate \ To stuteAftte 
cite reprobation; M bcdlte' • 

consequences if it should be ovcrlookcA-ikf 
the way the mover of ‘-the amendinent^: 
would recommend, , As 'To th^ - learned v 
lord's statement respecting 
Scotland al the time he wrote thjritejustte: 1 
fubte letter to Mr. Morisot*, J belteveifto y 
l)e strictly true ; and if, the- tear bed lord ‘ J 
sutes thpt $ooo of the* prmmy cpifkUtims*' 
tikeu possession of Edinburgh/* c ’ an ! 

btoW&P? that city-was not more defeuedtejs. 

^ uirf wtXe ^hy pthpr 
lt,c k* 1 ^*®* &*>' know- 
' ’ V men could Imagery easily-■ 


possessed themselves of all the valuable cote 
tmiies in the vicinity of the Tyne. Such, 
was die injudicious distribution of our pub¬ 
lic force! However, this injudicious dis¬ 
tribution or scarcity of our force only serves 
(a jffiew, that there \va; a great call tor ex- 
cition, #wd that nrcuowtance, foi from ope¬ 
rating to extenuate, much W%M.ojiwhft the 
Bft of the teamed kml, placet 1m conduct 
in 4i more aggravated point of vinv* because 
it had'a direct tendency to check exertion 
and to disgust the public ft cling. The le.u n- 
- ed mover ^iAthe amendment coutiff ml this 
subject i,0 two point,* of view: fiist, as to 

the-degree of private te^y which the letter 
washkaly UMUflict upon Morion, andm-xt 
as to the public con^q era ice which belongs 
to ihc transaction. As to the fir^t, I would 
ask of any many whether any thing can b« 
.imagimd more particularly calculated to do 
a serious iojuiy to any individual in thrt cir- 
. cumxtancex of Mori son tlran to affix fuch a 
’ StigmU to h}s character as this letter contains., 
to hold him out a? a person .unfit to be asso¬ 
ciated with, to excite #U his neighbours to 
tompttc against him ? Smely tb# .mere 
'Statement of' such an attempt is jw^mciontf 
evident of the- sutent to do material injuiy 
to the hutividual, and the power of the per* 
$oN atteinptiog it to effect4iis purpose, can¬ 
not be denied : but what aggravates this at¬ 
tempt is.this* that the man against whom It 
wan made was refused the opportunity of 
tepeUmg the chargn that led to itj and this 
still iart’her iiggtavauon is, that the Sctit r 
ccmplmi^ with -a paragraph that no com- 
petmtum would ht> aliov/ed to Mori son for 
uny-property of his which might bo 
st toyed in the event of invasion; a potty 
ghod hint this, <%y the bye, when combined 
with the manner’ in which, the maffs eha- 
ractifir.waa marked out, that In* property 
ndgbh .in such an evef.)t, be destroyed w j*h 
impunity, /Up$n the v/ffole pt the bud- 
thefiu I *yould submit to any candid 
majp^ wlnethwr my private injury could have 
bi^ti^more/flagrant } Thu leaned mover of 
tii^.amcndfmextt says* that M or bon aiay have 
hbrethess fpr my private i/jjury by an appeal 
( «t tew } nbtjf-,1 would wish to know how jh 
that redto be,obtained ? ,Ji an applka- 
Bon b« te the criminal law, 1 would have 
’tJfcuji boffse to wdm-hind ? that’in Scotland 
ihe lord jdyocate is the paly criminal prose- 
-cuteH i3ttd there is- no grand jury to whom a 
biff of indictment frau be prefemd^ Tu this 
pmott <af the lord ad Vacate centers the power 
of criminal prosecutor and grarid j ury. I J<>w, 
th^en* is Morison to proceed? ff an action 
for damages were rwmmended,, I « ookl 
only beg;, the boos© to consider what success 
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a mart" was likely to have, who should be 
described to a Scotch court as Morison has 
been, and who should stand forward as the 
adversary of the lord advocate? Besides, it 
would not be quite prudent for the man to 
expose himself to still farther resentment by 
such a mode of proceeding. The learned 
mover of the amendment has argued, as if 
the house should not take notice of this let¬ 
ter, because it only related to something to 
be done in a certain contingency, and be-' 
cause the act was not complete, therefore, 
according to the learned geftt., not of any 
serious consequence $ but the house must be 
aware, that its first diilty is to watch over the 
public officers, to prevent them from abusing 
their author:ty, and whenever the disposi¬ 
tion to such abuse appears, immediately to 
interfere. That a case has been made out 
in this instance to call for such interference, 
and that the house is bound to notice it, I 
entertain not the least doubt —The learned 
lord mentioned in one part of his speech, 
that this letter was a private order to the 
sheriff substitute of Bamff, and not meant 
to be Mad*? public; but how does this square ^ 
with a itatemeirt in another part of the" 
learned lord s speech, that he on the day the 
letter was dated, had a personal communi¬ 
cation with that sheriff at Edinburgh? If 
the order was meant to be private, it might 
have been communicated at that meeting, 
and there could have been no necessity for a 
a letter to be afterwards transmitted to the 
sheriff’s cUrk, for the purpose of being in¬ 
scribed upon the registers of the county. 
That such a letter as this was not written i 
with a view to publicity, it would be quite : 
absurd to suppose. The very terms of the 
letter itself, particularly that which related i 
to the exclusion of Morison from the society 
of his neighbours, was sufficient demonsira- ; 
tion of that, and the manner in which the* 
thing was done, with the pretences upon*;! 
which it was grounded, is enbugh, if any | 
thing were necessary, to enhance the guilt of 
the whole transaction. It is pretended, thaft 
Morison was a suspected person; but upon 
what ground he was suspebted is not evfen 
insinuated. This calls to my remembrance 
an expression used by a noble lord, jnot now 
in this house, who, in the course of an im¬ 
pressive speech upon the enormities of the 
Trench revolution, stated, that the majority 
inf the persons arrested and proscribed in j 
France, had no other charge against them* j 
than the “ suspicion of being suspected.” 
This seemed to be precisely the cage'of Mr. 
Morison. The learned lord states, that there 
was a society of disaffected persons in Scot-’ 
land professinguniyersal liberty for their ob- 

Tt 


ject, and this he mentions with a view to 
justify the existence of his suspicion; but, 
although he charges Morison with ende¬ 
vouring to impale the volunteer, ho dues 
not venture to connect him with this disaf¬ 
fected society j he urges nothing against hun 
on this head, and the absence of such infor¬ 
mation may be very fairly deemed a pre¬ 
sumption in favour of Morison.—The learned 
v lord still insists that the behaviour of M orison 
was suspicious j but 1 hope the day is far 
distant in this country whep a mans acting 
according to the letter of the law, particu¬ 
larly in the exercise of his domestic autho¬ 
rity, should expose himself to the charge of 
disaffection, and this I lake to have been the 
only ground of charge against Morison. If 
such a charge upon such grounds, were to be 
sustained, every gent, who has any know¬ 
ledge of the country must be aware, (o what 
an extent it would r^ach, and if the disputes* 
between masters and sen^nts were thus to 
be inflamed by the conduct of magistrates, 
how melancholy would be the prospect for 
the country at this critical period? Jt is 
said that Mr. Morison wished his servant, 
Garrbw, to stop at home to thatch a .barn, 
when he disobeyed him t<> go to a parade ; 
but in answer it is alleged by those who aie 
anxious for the crimination of Morison, that 
a barn,was not so material for that season of 
the y&at. This, however, k a mistake, as 
that is the precise time when a bum is most 
necessary after the harvest, for thrashing, 
bousipg the corn, &e. 1 he learned krd 

describes the industry and zeal of Gar row, 
the servant, to he such, that he rose out of 
bed a little after midnight in Oct , and 
thatdhed the barn before morning, in onkr 
to be able to go to the parade. On this 
night I suppose there was a good moon¬ 
light, but that a man should do as much 
| work in three or four hours as he could 
i during the whole day, was a mockery 10 
tbiqh of. I see no reason, however, to 
presume that the man's disobedience to Urn 
order respecting the parade was the sole 
cause of his dismissal Upon the master’s 
remonstrariug whb him high words might 
have arisen, and from such words perhaps 
’ the insolence of the servant might*have pro¬ 
ceeded the dismissal. I state this merely to 
shew ,;£h$, impropriety’ of issuing such an or¬ 
der/as that tinder consideration, without 
ample Inquiry into the circumstances. E^en 
after this order 1 beg the house to recollect 
/h«w learned Iprd acted, and this will 
afjordsome criterion to judge of the possi¬ 
bility of {^orison’s succeeding in any appli¬ 
cation for redress in Scotland. When he 
applied to the lord advocate, did he receive 

jf-o.tr _ # 
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evfr. tlip pi online of rt dress ? Ko. Was he could attach to the lord advocate in this 

told dial upon rx.pllining lu-» innocence affair. hi is motive was evidently of a pure 

justice wool I be done him ? .No. Bur he public nature, and had no view to oppression. 

Morison he thought to be a disaffected, man, 
and that his thought was not unfounded in 
a gieat degree appeared from the cause as¬ 
signed by Morison for wishing to prevent 
his servant from attending the volunteer 
parade. The cause the thatching of a barn. 

, What! at a time that the enemy was hourly 
expected in the country, a volunteer should 
be withdrawn from his corps to attend to 
the thatching of a barn ; and that his master 
should dismiss him, after such an evidence 
of zeal and animation as the poor man 
evinced in rising at such an hour to perform 
his task. From a fair review of the case, 
he thought it manifest that Munson was 
actuated by a spirit of disaffection, and that 
the’ whole of his conduct afforded grounds 
for suspicion. So persuaded was he of this, 
and of course of the r&aious which justified 
satisfactory, why go to the order of the day the conduct of the lord advocate towards 

to evade a decision upon it ? I cannot ap- him, that he had no doubt, were Moris,pn, 

prove of the motive or tendency of siich an pi*, such a man, to apply to the, Court of 
evasion,- and, as I am "of opinion that the ’'King's Bench in this country, foripriminal 
purity of public justice, the liberty of the information against a person acting towards 

subject, the ptejection of private character, him as the lord advocate had done, the 

the defence of loyalty, and the due encou- court would say to him, u Your conduct 

ragemeat of the volunteer spifit, depends on has been such, that you have been treated 

the fate of the original motion, 1 shall cer~ as you deserved, and you have no right to 

tainly give it my vote, d , /or; 1 ■ Ippk for any thing from us; for whatever 

. Mr. Dallas felt it a duty he bw$d to the * the conduct of the public officer may have 
public, to that house, and the learned lord teen, your conduct has been worse/' The 

who was the principal subject of the debate, learned gent, went on to state, that he re- 

to deliver his sen laments,upon ifee. question apected^the motives and applauded the con- 

under discussion, If the original motion ! duct of the learned lord, and believing him 
were adopted, he thought the hoose^yyould fo have been influenced by the most ho- 

pledge itself to the other proposition Which nputable he declared that he would 

the bon. gent, had announced hid .intention most heartily; Support a vote of thanks to the 

of bringing forward. Indeed /the bon. / >turned'getit. for the very act to which the 
gent, would desert hi$ duty if he . pot ' origins) motion referred, 
follow the adoption of the, Shd^hy.the.&d^O^/ Jifc KJnnmrd, was surprised that after 
sition of the other; and the honde/w^idd {fee mftniy avowal of the lord advocate him- 
scandaloojly betray rtpw.dujy if tb% shcrhlii it sfepujd be proposed to the house to 

refuse their assent tfflliitiecome to an indirect vote upon this question, 
tion of the othpr, Tfe&|eardirife di- ■ to give it a kind of go*by. Connected as he 
nied that it; was right 1&,#ewate with th<| country over which the learned 

duct of Mori son from a consifeatipo df that lord possessed a dominion so important, he 
of the Jo^d advocate j far they were neefck* implored the house, for the satisfaction of 

■Warily connected. With re&piejef/ to,;' the' the people of that country, and for the sake 

w°rd$ of the 1 motion, fee argu^l^lt' tfee^ct' _ of the character of the learned lord himself, 
of the lord advocate was S|fek|t ’war/ not tbfcfcsept to the proposition for evading 

oppressive j/and' so '\qc^nfig4 /the subject;.; He begged the house to re- 

that, that lie would hot, were h 4 i^ested collect the conduct of the accused upon a 
with p^wer, or even jCfep wsreubfe jOpcasion in th?t house (Colonel Fattens 

tatpffcq^eliis ntopst endeavours to mac&jtto ifebiiofe). There in attempt was made to 

-the a&est of any roan sp.«peqtj*d,of dkpf&c- pass by*the question, by the proposition of 

tion, and likely, in 4he event ol^ivalsion^ to Che previous question j but the noble loir!, 
promote the views of iht en«n$jr v fjn im~ / who. then high office in the adminis- 

pufation of rancour qj* personal prejudice tration, rejeitfi that proposition with ffis- 


\vas lufnnued mar lie must confess, himself 
gulhy of the misconduct charged upon him 
before any at lent ton could be paid to his re¬ 
quest} ahat is, that his acquiescence in the 
censures of ihe loiU advocate, in the pro¬ 
priety ofexcommunication from society pro¬ 
nounced against him, must be a preiimiAy 
to the grant ol pardon. Such were the ar¬ 
bitrary terms propose! to an oppressed man, 
ns a condition of iris release tram oppres¬ 
sion !—-Under all the circumstances of this 
question, 3 hope the house will not suffer it 
to go abroad that it would sanction the prin¬ 
ciple of punishing a man upon the presump¬ 
tion of his criminality, and upon ibere ex 
paris evidence. I must say that the way 
^proposed by the amendment to get rid of the 
motion is not coexistent with decency, If 
the defence offered by the learned lord fee 
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dain. He felt that when the character of a 
public officer was charged in (hat house, he 
should meet the charge faiity, and the 
house should directly decide upon it. This 
was the course which he would advise the 
re.d friends of the learned lord, if he had 
any, to pursue upon this occasion, and not 
to allow his character to suffer by an insidi¬ 
ous evasion. Although the disaffection of 
Morison was the alleged cause of the perse¬ 
cution practised upon him, he asked if there 
was one gentleman on the other side who 
could state any ground for suspecting Mo- 
rison’s loyalty ? He called upon any that 
( would be bold enough instate it, and he 
knew there were gentlemen on that side 
would be bold enough to state any thing for 
which a shadow of excuse could be,found. 

The Secretary at War rose, and enume¬ 
rated briefly the leading points of the lord 
advocate’s defence, and put it to the con¬ 
sideration of any impartial and candid man, , 
to coysider the true circumstances. Busied 
with the duties of his own profession, ha- 
raised, with the perpetual applications ffiadc 
to himyfrfftA the nature of his official '»itua~ 
tion/'ii^tKs peculiar crisis, and fired with 
an ardetft zeal for the support of the volun¬ 
teer service, it was not to be expected, 
that in a moment of warmth he should pre¬ 
cisely keep his temper on such a subject, 
and in all respects be perfectly cold, correct, 
and accurate. He could state the high cha¬ 
racter of that noble lord, the life Of ^ttrvitees 
he had conduced to his country, which £ouid 
not be sullied by the transactions now be¬ 
fore the house. He appealed to the opi¬ 
nion entertained of hint by the mffife com- 
mandtT in chief of his Jriajesty's' forces 
in Scotland, the Earl of M$$i, ^h‘0‘differ¬ 
ing widely, perhaps, in politics, Trom the 
noble lord, had given such decided testimony : 
to his public merits. He commanded the 
v Edinburgh battalions, who had> by diot of 
lxis energy, been brought forward tostrch , 
excellence as to have been pronounced by 
that noble earl equal to regulars. Having 
done so much for the public service, it 
wonderful that his keen and ardent feelings 
should, in a single instance, go ‘to U little | 
excess ? Was it too much tb ask the hoop 
to look upon such a circumstance with a fa¬ 
vourable eye ? Had all ‘'<fonb; a$y$^fison 
had done, where would have bee tf eft* r vo¬ 
lunteers ? And where the means fpr the 
defence of the country ? He wisheffi.liker ^ 
wise .to correct, before he sat 
error respecting the ccSsent of the Wfd ad--; 
vocate, in Bringing a prbsecutio ; m 
consent was never 'refused jl thobgb hls'-'^r- 
sonal management^ the 
be refused'by him. w 1 ‘" c> lJ 1 ' v )k 


Mr. mm am Smith said, he.would not 
have troubled tin* house, but lor the ebser* 
vatiuirs that were mule by the learned gent, 
(Mr. Dallas.) r l lie list gentleman lncl in¬ 
deed made out the be^l c;n,e that had been 
made for the noble lord, since, in his rneech, 
there was something like apology. }h*r the 
learned gent. had attempted a justification, 
and on such principles as he thought, would 
never have been attempted to be maintained 
by any English lawyer. He could not but 
suppose the learned gent, what he affirmed 
that the conduct of the lord advoette of 
Scotland was not illegal, mud have alluded 
only to the laws of ocotland, If such be Lhe 
Jaws of Scotland, the lion, gvnt. said, he, 
for one, should be extremely sorry to live 
under them; He had asked, who would 
stand up,and say that Morison’s conduct had 
nothing to do with the business ? He would 
stand’up and affirm it; for the lord advocate 
had proceeded upbn ex p&rte evidence, and, 
hi aught he knew, every word of it might 
be wrong and untrue. But supposing it 
were to be true, if h!s*private opinion wt re 
asked upon the subject, he should certainly 
not feel if his duty to continue his inter¬ 
course with him ; but what was his private 
opinion on the matter otimpined with the 
public declaration of a grant public officer > 
Mr. Windham said, it was doubtless true 
that gentlemen ought to come to the di setts- 
Kiorf of’ the present subject cool and dis- 
passional ty but still it \va< natural that their 
feelings should be warmed by it, though 
lhaf 1 Warmth was not such as to disqualify 
them from forming an impartial judgment. 
He* as well as others, participated in that 
fcind-of passion, which various pans of the 
proceeding, before the huuxf* w:n calculated 
to excite. There was an anecdote current 
at the bar irt ibis country, founded on th /j : 
#aymg of.a distingui^icd judge, this he wh.i 
'tales ’-the defence of his own cause, 
sefSirr'had a very wise man f >r his dien*. 
(bf fjhiA the speech of the learned lord at- 
very strong illustration, which was 
tbjsffrrkt&d by ihti succeeding defence ot 
somii of hts friend*. Among the del aiders 
of the learned lord ihrre was considerable 
ykneiy^ * Some breathed high, wine* low ; 
some on the trumpet top, some on the 
^ gentkr .'hofes °f the lute. The lower tone 
ht thbdgfet much thfe most suitable to the 
•oemiihiT and as he approved the brivtjgfcs 
;fofWatd # af the subject, he was disposed to 
‘t*pncv»¥ ip the motion with which isf was fol¬ 
lowed.' Amohg cAher, things iw the speech 
of the learned lord, ha was surprised at the 
e^ljaordioafy power# with which his M.i- 
. i 0 ?» advocate hi Scotland was iave»ied, 
"'•* 3 E 2. • . 
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, JtK'lred he seemed to combine in his own 
person all the functions of (he constitution. 
He united all the prerogative of the cabinet, 
the privy council, and various legal offices, 
This vast and extraordinary power pre eit 
all the various considerations applicable to 
the question ; and above all, it might be 
highly deserving the attention of parliament 
to decide whether such great and undefined 
powers should any where centre in one in¬ 
dividual, if so much power was to be 
granted* it was the more necessary, in pro¬ 
portion tb its extent, that there should be 
a real responsibility for its exercise. People 
might be allowed to use walking-sticks as 
they pleased, but it was not safe to go out 
with loaded guns. If then great power has 
been abused, it adds to the responsibility and 
criminal ty. In the present instance it is 

* evident how much the difficulty of redregs 
is .increased by the power of the persbb who 

• has done the wrong* an 3 this is a reason 

whv parliament should be careful i(f ex¬ 
ceeding its control in such cases. If such 
power loo is to exist, it becomes a grave 
question, whether such a person as the 
learned lord, in his defence has described 
himself ro be, is fit to he the depository of 
so great an authority. The learned lord, 
indeed, though he often spoke of respon¬ 
sibility, seemed to think It was his preroga¬ 
tive to act without rule or law,, be 

called to account for none ofhisproeeed • 
logs. It was not to be disced that on 

' great occasions, extraordinary exertions of 
power were absolutely necessary. An ho¬ 
nourable friend of his had spoken of a 

' vigour beyond the law. He/was glad the 
words hud been mentioned, because ihe ex¬ 
planation of ihem would tend tp illustrate 
the present question, ft might be said, that 
there was a vigour beyond the, few, in cir- 
cumstam es where t$e /laws’wer^ 
fcilcnt, and were overpowered by the'y^ence 
of war aqd conflict, . Them. might 

vigour beyond the law, wheiyp^a&ions 


of 


, demanded immejliat^ actiorii’/;• when, 

, therefore, it, was impossible to-hdnt|d|hthe 
few, and .wait io© it» authority; . K-tltiief i» 
.it disputed that there may be a vigpbrbe* 

' .jpnd thefc, law, rwhen, dp the, mpmo^feof 
■Necessity, it was : Tequfeltc $o suj^#iy’Whpt the 
' fevy had not provide^ fpjf,'-. i$«;^SMnj«w3ted 
; by the fearoed Jord^ prpye^ i,jti 

0 *“ deyfe^s 

t admit ted, and justi^ed'. by' 
^That,'hWc^;w^' tMp’ 

it 

*Jteyond,M$; spirit^;to case* 
(tor which -it wis never. Iniehtfed* To 
tilth ip the yjhe in k bkh4 let me ask. 


if there ever existed such a degree of dan** 
grr, or fair presumption ot danger, as to 
justify the learned lord in those measures 
■which he had thought fit to take > The 
learned lord put as a sort of dilemma, “ Jf 
l had got secret information from the she¬ 
riff substitute, and if I had teted upon it, 
woiiid^ the house have called upon me to 
disclose that information ? Could they th^nt 
do any thing against me ?** It was true that 
there was always some difficulty in laying 
open the sources of information necessary 
to the public safety; but on the other hand, 
was parliament to suffer a public magistrate 
to do whatever he pleased on the pretence 
th^t grounds on which he had acted could 
not be revealed ? In that case there could 
be no redress for any crime a great magi¬ 
strate might choose to commit. As to the 
conduct of Morison, what was there in it 
that could be considered so illegal or im¬ 
proper ? It was clear that he had ior months 
allowed servant to attend drills, and on 
■a particular day he refused his con$ent. But 
the servant, it seems, rose and, thatched the 
barn by candle-light [Here it was an¬ 
swered on the other side by mp^fellight.} 
But how is it proved that he did so by 
moonlight, or that he did it in a proper 
manner at all ? The contrary seems to be 
the presumption* There had been a quarrel 
between Morjson and his servant, but was 
>ji not usual for farmers and their servants to 
quarrel, and when they did, who was to 
>; say that, it was a suspicious circumstance ? 
Moriion’a turning away his servant was no 
ptpof of being disaffected or in 'the pay of 
France*" To prove an act criminal, or even 
suspicions* ir-was necessary to shew that 
, nUturalfe tmu|d/ not’have been done without 
a )bad motive. But was that the case here? 
-vTob fact Was, that the, lord advocate resol¬ 
ved to make an example of Morison, in 
1 terrawm $ but surely, however reasonable it 
might be to wish that the volunteer system 
Should; be extended and improved, yet it 
was pot ,fit’ tfeit the effect should be obtained 
by such motives. There appeared (lieu to 
be t^sro queilipns* First* as to the propriety 
of the^discussion at all; and next-, what 
proper to be done now that it was be- 
, fore^fes house I-and he could see ho course 
•n>dr^'pftope^ 4 h^i disposing of it completely, 

. |t had6cetl/|di% observed, that-some of 
, arguments fe the defence had been drpwn, 
^fr^ ,A cHmafe«’ different from our own v and 
: "'perha|!s the honourable 

>( ^4§ayned gem|teiiqo|jbpp^iP had with 
■ $pbke| «t "the bar what 

wjfe' -* to Awr might account 
,Assiatic v ’4|fctnne' iahiM|?<K?9h 
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(alluding to Mr. D. having been counsel 
for Mr. Hastings). A® to the redress which 
rtiight be obtained for abuse of power, it 
might be extremely different if it was tq 
be sought at law. The great might be 
»aft*ly left to seek their redress against the 
weak, at law $ but the weak in a much 
worse situation, when thgy had no redress 
but actions at law against the great. Indeed, 
after what the learned lord had sta ; fced of his 
enormous powers, to talk of Morison having 
redress at common law was a mockery. As 
to private character, it ought not to be count¬ 
ed against evident misconduct and malad¬ 
ministration It was said, indeed, by the 
learned lord himself, that had the prese»,t 
charge been brought forward at Edinburgh, 
not only 100 ,OOO tongues, but many thou¬ 
sand arms woujd have bt^h raised in fits de¬ 
fence. If then the life of the hon. mover 
Would have been m danger in opening this 
business, how ridtbtilous to tell Morison of 
his action at common law.—No, the real 
action of damage at common law was in 
fhvotir $f the violated law and jurisprudence 
of the^ountry. As to the letter not being 
imenpd for publication, it could not be 
doubted for a moment that it Was, and the 
nature of the contents could leave no doubt 
of the fact. Indeed* it was clear that the 
lord advocate could not entertain any serious 
apprehension of Morison, who had only done 
an act strictly legd, and the whole, there¬ 
fore, was for example. In a word* then, 
after hearing such sentiments avowed ; after 
hearing such principles as the learned lord's 
systematically laid down ; was it becoming 
in the House of Commons to allow such & 
person to continue the excise of powers, 
which he had evinced so lltjUe disposition to, 
use with moderation? The state of Scot¬ 
land, too, ought not to be forgotten on the 
present occasion. A Writer of that codhlry 
had remarked, that Scotland had attained 
the liberal arts long before she made cojpsiL- 
derable advances in the mechanic iris. 
There seemed to be a similar dispafrtj^ 
tween the northern and southern parts of 
the island, with regard to thej^factieal part? 
of the constitution* The Scot! enjpyc#^’;! 
blessings of the constitution* apd feasb^td 
■ well on its general! , 

Seem to have entirely 
to have penetrated ftsto the character 
people. In that state of wd| -. 

the more necessary to people ) 

against : 

the -more •, " tffcjfa had rat 

night heard the lord advbti^:rS#afi-< 
meats wbidITOpf English attwo^get^raf' 
^ofthe last two hundred ^atT^ 


avowed. If the motion was*set aside by 
the previous question ; if no vote of cen- . 
sure were fo pass, it would argue an indif¬ 
ference to the situation of Scotland, and 
might in its consequences, doom hundreds, 
without redress, to tyranny and oppression ; 
and a refusal to censure, would be to sanc¬ 
tion the conduct complained of. 

Lord Casttereagk maintained that no case 
had been made out suffidfcent to warrant an 
actress for the dismissal of the noble lord* 
which* was the ultimate object of this mo* 
tlon, nor any for the present motion itself* 
He recalled to the house the nature and ex¬ 
tent of the,j lord advocate’s oflice, the situa¬ 
tion of the volunteers, and the relative state 
of the coUnta at that time, compared with 
the danger onfhe enemy’s appearance. Had 
Momop, been arrested on the grounds now 
stated, hosBonldhavesupported an indemnity* 
leaving open the question as to the malice. 
The Whole ofilthe busifiress narrowed itself 
to the indignant part of the letter, and there 
every gentlcumn must see from all the cir¬ 
cumstances, ih&t were the noble lord to * 
write it over again, he would certainly do 
it in more temperafe terms $ but at that 
moment * he could feel only indignation at 
any attempt to check the . public defence* 
Lord HiJiry Petty said, that it was suffi¬ 
cient reason to vote for the motion of the 
hon^: mover, that it had been proved tint * 
one 1 of his Majesty's subjects had been, 
doomed to the severest punishment un¬ 
heard j and that the leiarned lord had re¬ 
jected the opportunity offered by MosUona 
agefit tg inquire into the case* to hear the 
exculpations, and to retract his violent 3 ml 
tinjhst sentence. t It had been complained, 
that this motion ‘was not made till four or 
six monthsafter the fact which gave rise u> 

,it., A much stronger complaint, however* 

. Jay agaihst the lord advocate, who having j 
tiisl&^o weigh maturely Wh3f he had dono / 
yet with-held all' 1 redress and apo- , v 
It was said by the learned lord, tjjSfr. 

: mdofcd, they 

least Ilf (riftpej Wid|| Recusation;' tiow- 
!;ev^r; f ';tio5ii^ excatptfjtions. 

hi^tlto of a country, ■ • 
! ’welcomed, and, 

*11 a few judicious 41, ’j 

^T&nilil^/il^lordship concluded 
jrsJetit to the feofion* 

'$ 0 &kn& fedV:'tBat:po oh'Stg^’liad" bieo 

t* thijPfearned 


'¥ 


ve"was the public 
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t Sir John Newport hoped sincerely that the 
doctrines hroaehed on the other side of the 
Louse would be generally rcpiobated. The 
whole argument, be thought, might be re¬ 
duced to the simple question, whether Mo- 
jriaon had done more than the law authorized ? 
3 f he had not, for what reason should he be 
1 punished ? The powers of masters over 
servants, in regard to their entering or at¬ 
tending volunteer^orps, had been repeatedly 
lender the discussion of the house, and when 
a clause restraining that power had been at 
, last introduced, it was rejected by the lords, 
pnd that amendment again approved of by 
the house, so that this privilege of masters 
in regard to their servants regained the 
name as formerly. He thought it for the 
interest both of Scotland an# Ireland, that 
the question should be fairly canvassed, and 
the opinion of the house fairly expn&sed, as 

{ Hiblic officers in both those countries were 
css careful of the rights of j|ie people than 
those more closely under the inspection' of 
government. When complaints, of this nature 
came before them, they ought licit to dismiss 
them without the most serious attention. 

Colonel Farther asserted,^ that if those 
bills against which the bon* bart. had so 
loudly declaimed, had not been passed, 
and if the Irish magistracy had not acted 
with that extraordinary firmness the dan¬ 
ger and urgency of that crisis demoded, 
the country of Ireland would at this indent 
be in the possession of France. , 

Mr. Fox. —Sir* the hob. gent, who spoke 
last has put the question upon its true grounds. 
He has stated the proceeding* Which "took 
place in Ireland, pending ,a reheHion, in 
justification of the conduct of the learned , 
lord. It is not my intention, Sir, at piesent 
to inquire whether these proceedings were 
strictly legal and c()nsrifuUpual We are 
not ignorant that tortbre of;;varidus kinds; 
has been infticted 'ion .many, 

‘ land, and that bills of 
passed to 1 r«hev©;*,"ii 3 |^^ ; 
inactions. a^pcai^e, 
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the ancient privy council of Scotland. Tf 
the powers of his official character be 
very extensive, that is the best reason for 
their being used with discretion and mo¬ 
deration, for the greater the power, the 
greater the responsibility. But let us. 
Sir, examine a htile into the nature of the 
offence committed by Mr. Morison, who 
has had no oppoitunity afforded him of ex¬ 
culpating himself: why, if I comprehend it, 
nothing more than this—that lie insisted that 
his servant should employ himself in 
thatching his barn, when he shewed a 
disposition to attend a review in prefer¬ 
ence, or to oppose the enemy, as it lias 
been said in the course of this debate; and 
that having disobeyed his master's com¬ 
mands, he was disitysscd from his service. 
Is there any thing extraordinary in this? 
Have not all the volunteer acts that have 
been passed recognised this iigh( gs in¬ 
herent in the master ? \Can any thing bo 
more natural than that he should possess 
that coni red oyer him ? Sir, it is the very 
essence of their contract} if my servant 
does not obey my legal orders, and execute 
that duty which I have hired him tijr per¬ 
form, 1 certainly have, by every principle 
■^f justice, a tight to discharge him. Now 
tint, t Sir> h the **• very head and front’* of 
Morion’s offence, and wltat docs tlie loi<J 
advocate do on the occasion ? Why, he 
recommends that no one in his neighbour¬ 
hood shjpukihold any intercourse with him; 
expression! which, taken in their extensive 
sense, mean totally ruining the man. I 
have; heard of laws against intercotmnu- 
ning in the reign of Charles II. which 
were put into execution by that very privy 
council the le|ftfted lord states himself to 
represent; but really, Sir, I did not ima¬ 
gine we |hoUld have a new edition of those 
obsolete and tyrannical statutes published 
at this' day;- Now as to another pait of 
this furious letter, I mean that part of it 
whiqfi enjoins imprisonment incase of a 
lapfurg b$iqg eftecied by the enemy „ oh, 

’$^y;Jb^of the. learned lord, that 
*w|s. jti|ieroIy''&• thteat which was never in- 
be pqt into execution. What, 
'Vno' htafpi in casting such a stig- 
holding him out as a 
'"'ier to the whole country ? 


^.,-;nbt;iik.e^IusJaw by which a man may 
-c. .. T an( j the motives for his cort- 

jWf't.' . . is t .. k.* n ■ . 


^r * to do it. 


m ■ 


m 'p* v,th 


,|j '• thiayinstaiciiJlpe has the power to 
I^^Mw^t^pnj^cot'and, an 
; amboT% \v,lucn .I am 'jjefjflHMed he will 
■ -ju’—j xho lower the 
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situation of the man and the greater his 
poverty, the greater his claim on the pro¬ 
tection of the legislature and the interposi¬ 
tion’of parliament. It is. Sir, our duty to 
protect him, for lie cannot receive it else¬ 
where. Winch of the courts of law in 
Scotland would give him damages ? ,8ut 
the learned lord, in his defence, states, 
that a very wicked society existed about 
ten years ago in Scotland,in the neighbour- 
hood where Mr. Morison resides. r Does 
it appear that he was one of that society ? 
No such thing. Several ^societies 

have since emanated from "that; is ho 
proved to have been a member of of 
those* By no means: and yet all lh<s*se 
societies are said to have been patronised 
and encouraged by an opulent landholder 
whose "tenant he was, Without his being 
ever proved to have been influenced to 
enrol his name in any one of them. , I 
do not know, contending with the in¬ 
fluence and solicitation that might have 
been employed to seduce %im into thtJtec 
societies, that more steady loyalty could 
have been shewn than has been by this 
puiseciiled man, who, it seems, is to b® 
shut out from society, than which, with the 
exception of torture, I know no greater 
punishment; and for what, ? for doing that 
which parliament has recognised he wad a 
right to do, dismissing a disobedient and 
refractory servant. It is contended that it 
was above the learned lord’s jurisdiction 
and power to do this. Iam very glad of 
it. But in cases of this sort, to'cnifeayoin¬ 
to do all you can, though in the end it may 
turn out you can do nothing indecent and 
intolerable, but in the greatest law officer 
of the crown, is a crime of;,so scandalous 
and aggravated a nature, that it deserves 
the marked reprobation of the legislature. 
The office which the learned lord flits is 
certainly of a most curious, and, ; at the'' 
same time, most formidable character. For 
punishment he is every thing,, there he 
concenters in himself the powers of coun¬ 
cils and of magistrates 5 and For exculpa¬ 
tion he is nothing. When he was accused 
of official misconduct, he says, 44 Oh J I 
am only a simpje individual, you may brtng 
your action against me if you please, The.- 
learned loid has rested much of his (fefeivce : 
upon his general character. He says, <,; ap¬ 
ply to the commander in $bfef^ he has 
known me for six months, and will givff a 
favourable report of me.” Sir, there is np 
man in the country who w ould puy more 
respect and dpFcience that may be ad¬ 
vanced by th it noble lord* than I should 
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but on questions of personal reputation, 
ihe less the general character is referred to 
the better. We are told by the friends* of 
the learned lord that he is a warm man, 
that those were hot words ; w hy, Sir, that 
is the ve 1 y reason 1 wish to put it out of 
his pow%*4 of out of any other man’s 
power to practise any abuse of such forroi* 
dtfble authority in future,—Scotland may 
be in danger, and other Morison* 
idly be exposed to similar treatment. It i« 
?aid that JMotison meant t<> ,op press this , 

) that he would not pay him his wages. 

In my apprehension, it would be much 
easier fof:$?.arrpw to obtain redress against 
Morison, than for Morison to succeed in 
an action against the lord advocate. Is the 
refusal to, pay a man, his wages, wbidh I 
admit to bp an act of dishonesty, strictly 
speaking, such a crime as should authorize 
th^ imprisonment of a ffpn ? But, says the 
leagued lofd, Mr. Morison did not go on * 
hit; knees to me. Why, Sir, he might 
have done all that, and here been not 
the less mischievous subject" still. The 
learned gentleman (Mr. Dallas) who spoke 
from an opposite bench; and no one re¬ 
spects him in his profession more than I 
do, has objected to imprison, that he was 
not unstained, that he was not rectus ineuri ^ 
and ..therefore not entitled to the interfe^ 
rence of a court of law. Now, Sir, I 
will 'pnt a case: suppose some one had 
Raid or written, w Mr. Fox has done every 
thing in his power .to discourage volunteer¬ 
ing ; he is not ajoyal man ? he is in the 
pay pf tfle French*” itnff that I had up- 
pKc.il to the Court <?f King's Bench* for 
an : information for a libel —* Would the 
court tell me, u You, Sir, have been 
guilty of turning off your servants at 
1 various times; because the)* entered, into 
volunteer corps, and shall meet with no; 
redress'from us/’ Why, Sir, if that 
1 court could be gpiity of such .'a monstrous, 
acf of; i notice, Ihey would be soqjn Jff: ’ 
thejr . prp|i.er/,place expiring their guilt 
'at soling -up.Jnr the 

; ffvonth,of iOctpber, atui ,patching by* night, 
apd ■'alrthajtrash' ihaVffttji .beep urged in 
, favoi^ of tffii i^Vant,. ji is really, Sir* ' 

, ‘ of add . iff/ 

' t!%; regulation .of/dolir^' 

mglU’ instead of day*; 

I "beltevfe/ muph ; conduce to ; * 

m^n^-of'Otrr husbandry. Si£ 
longer trespass tin the 
house, bht I will contend/that a sufficient/’’ 
case hifsbech made out to warrant the in¬ 
terference of parliament, and that .# the 
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house does not come to that decision which 
Is proposed to it, we abdicate our duty. 

• The Chan, of the Ex. —I'beUeve^ no one Will 
dispute with the hon. gent, the proposition 
u has bid down, that it is the duty of 
parliament to interfere, qn all occasions, 
Where a flagrant violation of justice has 
taken place ; and had such a case been 
shade out, as I contend it has not, I should 
not be found opposing the motion of the 
hon. member over against i«. '•"'‘ftot, i&ir, 
the case that has been made <fct does hot, 
in my opinlmi; warrant the interference AT 
the legislature. J will not to 

justify every part of the tVansaeiidp. There 
are some things Which I wish hdd not beeh 
done, and which I am persuaded there is very 
Utile danger bf their ever happening again; 
However, we may criticise and disapprove 
certain parts of these proceedings, there 
is not sufficient to induce the house to east 
.a censure upon flic conduct* of d 
public officer, Who has foOg served'fib 
Sovereign and the state with a zeal and 
ability that have seldbdi been exceeded. 
Sir, the hon. gent.jwho last spoke, has de¬ 
viated from his usual candour, by very un¬ 
necessarily introducing, in my opinion, 
into this discussion, thfe unhappy circum¬ 
stances which took place in Ireland, which, 
liowcver justified by necessity, Vff must 
all lament, as well as the occasion-Whidi 
gave birth to them, t I do not see any &irie- 
diate connexion between those events and 
th^uestion before us, and ! think it would 
, have been wise in ’ the hont gent to have 


Stances of thiicase with ihe same violence 
JiOW, that they did vvhed they dust brdhght 
it forward. I own I am rather disappoint¬ 
ed at thlsjf fort 
in the ‘ house, 

speech of the learned '‘lord^^ah 
entertain the same thii'ease, 

‘that he did when it r 


' t ©^-'assure the 

g reat'de^e ‘(a mSt tc 1 ^ 1 
is flitf'iffirpi , 

Vw*ww M ■ . 

tition^Stdh mto 
his chambers $ hut ups 1 '’the insult 

"officer, 

'fu&\y to is tyti&km, 

*, 'thaypll^nn'dMct of the learned lodj wasfiot 
t ''^OnwPbnhecessafllysevere, buVthaf be slep- 
s ^;ped put of his province in this particular 
of it. Sir, if wc are to draw to 


any analogy between this and other acts, t 
think occasions may occur, whereat may 
be as necessary to p> event the thinning of 
those ranks that were to oppose the enemy, 
as it was to prohibit, the departure of men 
who intended to swell the ranks of the ene¬ 
my. As to Mori son’s conduct, I see not upon 
what grounds of justice, it Can be defend¬ 
ed. It is acknowledged, that, he discharged 
this man, although he haddone the woikhe 
was ordered to perform, and that at a time 
of tile year when he must have remained 
■ six month|-odt of employment, and in ag¬ 
gravation this inhumanity, he has the 
dishonesty to refuse him the payment of his 
wages. As to the argument that his at¬ 
tending that muster was of no consequence, 
that I most peremptorily deny. What 
when it Was to be inspected by the com¬ 
manding Officer df the district, and that at 
a tilde when, from every information that 
had been received, an attempt at landing 
might have been hourly expected from the 
enemy! Placed in the arduous afid re¬ 
sponsible situation that the learned lord 
"was, was it not natural that he should em¬ 
ploy all the reasonable means in his' power 
to discountenance the possibility of such 
practices in others ? Here was no, sentence, 
no trial. Suppose that the signal was ac¬ 
tually flying that the enemy were landing, 
was this Mr. Morison to say his servant, 
Ct 06 5 you shan’t march to oppose the 
enemy* you shall stay and thatch my bani.’* 
Why, Siri if such were die conduct of 
one of those agricultural philosophers, I 
should consider such apathy, at such a mo¬ 
ment, as something bordering on disaffec¬ 
tion, I had/"almost said treason. If the 
learned lbrd|had shewn such apathy in* 
providing for the defence and security of 
thq cbuhtjfy, hfc wpuld ill deserve the high 
sittiatiem he a holds, and which I trust he 
" wiii long continue to hold, if not disabled 
by a vote of this hduse. There were three 
grounds of accusation against him, extract¬ 
ed from his* letter to the sheriff depute. 
The firsts# kick recommended that no per¬ 
sons should associate with him, or, in other 
1 words, that hq should be sent to Coventry, 
a* it ! ip ^aid^^caiinot fall under the censure 
?'W. ; f R<fefrfc is ^Jaw against the 


ifdmw th^t fever I have heard of. I will 
say that circumstances may be connect¬ 
ed with it, which may include it within the 
law againstllbfel, and may therefore be¬ 
come the subject of an action for damages. 
As to ihaf part qf the charge which re¬ 
spects the destruction of his property, the 
house cannot be ignorant* that no person 
but such as whbse name has been enrolled. 
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and who shall be ptoved to have done his [-regular army, and tended verymuch to la- 
best to protect that property, would be ctease vlie bounties given for the r.usmg of 

'*ntitled to any indemnity for the loss of ir. men ; that the militia having been increased 

One would suppose that the learned lord to a very great amount,beyond what was the 

had been inciting the populace to the de~ numbei originally proposed* and as this had 

struct ion of this property, when he could been found to operate also very considerably 

have meant nothing more, but that in case towards obstructing the recruiting for the 

Morrison should claim ;m indemnity* he regular army, it was meant by this bill ip 

would think il hi* duty to stateagainst it. reduce the number of the militia from 

Who were* to destroy this property ? It is 00,000, at which it stood at present, to the 

not likely the army would do it m eonsc* number of 40 000, which was its original 

quencc o r nils letter, and from the enemy he standard; and that to 14 days after the 

could have no apprehemion on that score, povsing of thh act, no man is to be balloted 

for the circumstance of his being suspected for the militia, fob in each county, the mi- 

of diuifoction would plead in Ins favour Jitia should be reduced below the original 

with them, and entitle him to exemption. - quota j that the number to be raised for the 

Upon the whole. Sir, I will allow,, that it year ending the 1st of Oct. 1S05, shall be 

u un the* intention of the letter, that com- foOQQ men annually; that the church-war- 
numit) with hun should be prohibited, As dens and oversnrjs of the poor, who were 
to apprehending him, that was only even- authorised by this act, to raise and provide 
tuiilly.to take place as in we of actual in- the men deficient hi die respective parishes, 
va ion, and the order which was issued felfoU he allowed a bounty for each man, not 
wus ip contemplation of that event; but it exceeding force-ibunhs of the bounty that 
is said, why did lie not write to London t>kdl be from Same to time allowed by his 
for orders ? Certainly he might by so Majesty for recruiting the infantry for ge- 
ds-ing, have shifted the responsibility Yrom neral service ; such man having been red- 
himself, and thrown . it on the miuUlvi, dent 30 days or more, io iim jumh for 
who should give such order j bat his con- which he should be produced* m* fo some 

duct would not have been the more legal other pariah iu the frame 'subdivision or turn- 

on that account, l vypli not, bir, as I said' ' drefo or in eouie p*rfeb in the same or soft# 
before, endeavour to^ustlly the whole of Y adjoining county, hot more than 10 mile* 
that letter ; but I trust, tliaban ardent sseal dhtfoi horn the parish for which fa shall be 
for the public service, operating upon a , found or produced. HU lordship then gave 
sanguine and active mind, will not, in * general deacriptfop of tire remaining pro- 
times tike those we live in, be tfoeroed <ie- visions of the bill, and argued that much. 
M-ivingihe censure and disapprobation of might be expected from its operation r« 
the legislature. « rntds increasing our regular three, us it 

Mr. IF bit head replied to the different would taut* nucan» of lowering the very 
argouient^that hud been urged again ji hir high prhe which had been paid for men to 

nmtwn. After winch, tfa question being the army of reserve, and of lessen- 

loudly called for, the hm^c divided on foe tog at Ittfet, if not entirely taking away, the 

Attorney-General's motion —•e'Aye* 156* competition, which existed between that 
' ' " J army and the regular army of the country. 

He understood, that it had been wd of thj* 

novm OF tORDSb 4 t 
Mi.mdjy,, June 2d* 1€Q4. ■' 1)1 

f Additional Fcfocp Earh 

Camden moved . the order of the day for the j 

2d reading addtu<?nal His j . t , , r , ^ 

lordship ft most be fo 4 ^HfocibtioyJ force 5 and 

t belt lordship** ijtet’U was pf, reserve had foiled U prova¬ 
ble to add, a* speedily as pafobfo, 4 hfoW s« m the 

able bod y of men to the ? jl^T' JpMfty hb tbpggfo wW ,w>* 4 

it Info been found' by *expemn^ that tto- that aUen#pl ; ^|h_V^r)r 

mode adopted last yfor, for maing men for. H fttpuie an 

an uifoy of reserve, had not aijswcre^Vjfo lO&CdjftS 8 $ such, fa could not 

purport- for which it was intended, it Ifo but giffc, it u:$ warcnC9t. support. Having 
tertered gfcatly with foe recruiting for the explained foe general pfcrpcw hf foe bill, 

Vox, 1L 7 ' * * 


bill that it,wa* highly uocQttfoiuufonpl, in¬ 
asmuch 4* at went to rai«e a forge body,pf 
fam as a force instead of, the 

mfotfo,. vvKifo, ivas foy tw con- 

fthtutunial ifa kingduni: 

to he by f Ttp jpea^aaw fol^foat po.nt of 
ytew, jft.wus.fo.'W recclfoctcd, ilat what 
-We wfoteA ‘JKftW every thin.g was a forge. 


Noes b 3 -—Majority 77 agams* Mr. Whit- 

■ jireud's motion.-Adjourned at ; tlue$ 

o’clock on Saturday morning. ( 
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Ttc’ldtd ht WDQld reserve his further observe crease of the regular force of the country, 

t}mi8 liU he .should hear ivh*t, id ight be »d* perhaps no man thought mo re necessary 

vaaced in argument, by way of objection to than himself. Still however, it was rcqui- 

tW blll; though he could not but flatter site that their toicfchips should consider the 

"himself, that the bflf would be found, In mode $n which this e«d was to be attained. 

**g<ttierab satisfactory to' their lordships, who Whatever the necessity of the case might 

wust all be convinced how very neemary it be, such a measure ought not to be adopted 

was to have a large, 1 efficient and 'dispose- on the mere ipse dixit of any chancellor of 

able force, for general tovrto' flmed' 1 as; the exchequer, be he i* a giant refreshed ” 
speedily as possibles J lordship! ctolu- ot not—It was fit that some strong rea- 

ded, by laying, that he ; should he glad to mn$ should be adduced, before their loid- 

give^Vity ?%'p\m&ikn op ftny'parti of thej ships consented to m a great a change 

MU whfeh uobk lords miglh requirei in the military system of the country. If 

Tlie Earl of Caernarvon roseia ash whether a noble marquis, whom H. ft H. did not 

the rtobie sec. of State had said the number now see in bis place (the Marquis of htat * 

of men which would be removed from the ford) had-made the motion of which he 

militia to the 3rmy 6f teetve was 23 or had so repeatedly given notice, a notice, 

’ 33,00 Of which had since been got lid of, and if the 

Eati Cam&n said the number for G. Bri- house had gone into a committee on that 
U\n Was 23 jOCO; for G. Britain andltchmd, gfcbtion, he was confident their*icmUhip# 
33 , 038 . , ‘ Wttttd hnveveen the necessity of increasing 

Earl FtixwUHam ro«e, and said '* few the regular force of the country ; but the 

Words in Opposition to the bilj, but in too measure would then have proceeded cm u 
Iowa tone of voice rp be distinctly heard very different ground, and he did not dunk 

below the bar. As fair as we codld 'collect \% Would hove been possible for any minister 

Ids lordship was not disposed to object $o ; to have brought it forward in the shape in 
#ttucli to the redaction of (lie smhda & to which it ?>uw appeared. Independent of 
the ether parts of Use bill, and ' particularly any objection which might be made to the 

to the clauses which rehtb to the duties of plan, on const it utiooal grounds, H. II. H. 

'overseers and churchwardens. strongly disapproved^* any contrivance tor 

llte Dnhe bf 67 *r#to s$«d, that the Ooble Iran toeing the militia to the regulars. A: 

. Of vfcm* deserved the highest praise lot; her bad before observed, the militia had no¬ 
th* candid manner in Which he hod opened thing to do with the army j and these srr- 

tb'tf debate. M. B/HAvas. sensible that this vices should never be nude to clash in thU 

"Was not the stage in which it wnsuspal to manner with cadi other, H. R. H. was 

go into the dafises of a bill, but R Was im- perfectly fusible that great advantage \\ mild 

possible for ! their lordships to consider this refeult front hating the militia properly oifi- 

bill without taking that course ; the noble cered, and was ready to admit that this ira- 
*ec. of State had indeed sot an example of prominent would be greatly facilitated, if 
dtecussing particular clauses, #tjdH/R. H, fiiemmibwr of the mihtla were less than i* 
Vaa convinced, that the learned lord on the, now ia j but us the present number had 
wnlttot hM' too tiicuih candour hot to ad-, been established under the sanction of parr- 
tnit that' whai was fdfto oho sfdt£* wits fair Bamenfc, it appeared more proper to resort 
<m the othtrP M. II . Mi ch«tiBy objected to to oi to means of officering it. than to adopt 
the danse whtch • propose^ ,( tb.toamferthe ; 'alb toobce thia plan of reduction. r ihis 
ittititia to had ' wtoa subject width claimed the attention 

Wbthing W do W ith' -pf lorddfips ,* for the inroads which 

the'standing'ofmy * with 'tbm' "toto (taWifttv years hadbeen made in Che 

* ’ twb services, in ' hw‘ 'bpmibn^Jfibg'ht to feO' - militia system were much to be regretted.— 
perfectly dbtf&ct ' H. Jl. Hifksa proceeded to comment on 

L ca)M Obth'tbat w#« a word' 'the t&rkm&datesof the bid. * He particn- 

df a tiif mims 'HatufevvWiietv 1 'ajfSid forifMbtjedtoio timobtigiH^a imposed on 

any mcaiflro' genii'of thtormy ik reserve 

^ v | ‘aod^saitt: at the meetings of de- 

could 'fiat', h&n: 'p^ty^C^'euuiJtsf. With regard to the da- 

4 nt m hnyvipt o&cttti the result of ^11 

^ihh eowiHiyl If 1 that, respecting 'them was, that they 

mfeliihe, : Were in.^rdet^ uot as to the manner m 

'"of 8tate, w f ai at 'hUi of a wy.uov^a^at-' which they we ra raise men> but h<w 
" IrtwAiftary tnmn$ With 1 they were not to rak^ them. H. R. H. 

(vpiOtessed object of the bill, namety,' the in- was fat from supposing the churchwardens 
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and overseer* would commit any acts of se¬ 
verity or:opjpm>$sjto yfotfo it ought to be 
considered* ebafc these persons were in ge¬ 
neral tradesmen, who had their own busi¬ 
ness to attend to,, nod that it would be 
acarccly^oasible for them to sacrifice their 
time, to the due execution of the bill. Whh 
regard to the Clause which limited the pc* 
riod of service to ^ years, it seeded to him 
to he so worded that it might be extended by 
a future act of parliament. H. R/jj, was 
sensible that no such thing was intended, 
but the clause appeared to bear that con¬ 
struct ion* The provisions of the bill were 
. such, that it was impossible It could be exe¬ 
cuted. It was not only nugatory* but vexa¬ 
tious. home other method ought to be re¬ 
sorted to for increasing the regular force of 
the country, an object to which this mea¬ 
sure appeared altogether inadequate. Un¬ 
less, therefore, he could hear it supported 
by arguments which would dp away his ob¬ 
jections, H IT II. declared be would vote 
against the bill. 

Earl Spt'fjcr said, he had waited to see 
whether some noble lord, on the opposite side 
oi the bouSe, would not rise in support of 
the bill; but as that was not the case, it 
was with considerable reluctance he waft 
obliged to deliver his sentiments on the sub* 
ject. He thought the principle of the bill 
was so highly objectionable, that though he 
was firmly of opinion there was nothing 
mure desirable than to augment the regular 
military force of the kingdom, yet the pre¬ 
sent mcasme, profitsing to have that object 
in view, fell so for shoii yif what it ought 
to do* and was, he was convinced, likely 
to prove so totally inadequate tofoe purposes 
lot which it is ioteuded, that he .could net* 
in duty to himself, and to the country, ro 
frafb from giving it a deckled negative* He 
thought smd hoped they would have h*d 
the means before them of aecamplishirjg 
so desirable a pnrpose. Tire principle of. foe * 
bill, according' to its titles wax to attain its 
object, by raising an additional force, and* 
reducing the milit ia. His lordship said* to 
wan, and had always been, 3 steady friend 
to tb*-militia establishment* on to true add 
original pmcfojb, and 4? A .certain * **mu[ 
Ho wa* 

perly fo; 

be,' the militia stolid bo otofi 

as po9$ib)e:dA*HMdtol ' 

far; therefore, a*- 

reducing the miUifovtoatot 

thought it a desirable object* *to it foould * 

have his approbation md 

the prmcipftl object of ft* : 


ought to.be, to obUi£ 48 krge 4 general 
toco ns possible, ^ vdid jcmt, however, 
contain provisions that wore, likely to effec¬ 
tual;® that. 1 It set* tod fo ]pjp foe opinion tof 
ministers, that the be$t $we Pfrecruiting 
was from an army of reserve., In that 
point, however, he differed from them, and 
he thought they ought tp be convinced* by 
the arguments of experience* with what 
difficulties aqd expense that kind of force 
wasobudned. The greatest difficulties '$&4 
been thrown in the way of recruiting for 
general service by means ot the ballot md 
high bounties. Those were now to be done 
away, and would operate in favour of re¬ 
cruiting. He understood, however, that 
person* entering mto the new army "of 
reserve, were to be allowed to enter after¬ 
wards for genera User vice. It would, there¬ 
fore, be necessary for (hem , to know the 
amount,, of the bounties* m order to form 
m opinion, 'whether it^wjiJ .not be more for 
their interest to enter into the army of re¬ 
serve first, by which they will seqpre* to 
themselves a double bounty, and thereby 
put the public, or rather foe, parishes* | 0 4 
double expense. One very great objection 
to foe bill \% that k k a large abd conipJk 
rated machinery, put in ntofion with great 
difficulty* to do but little service. tje 
,thong]it no considerable number of men 
would to mked by this act, which profes¬ 
sed to hold out inducement* fo parish of¬ 
ficers* and to tempt them tp overlook dffli- 
s but instead of 40 apt forcing 4 
grefff number of men, it will to to rqke 
4 pch, a sum of foopey* If fofote the case* 
Ids lordship said, it must finally prove, in¬ 
efficient* forth© object frexpressly*»idfo 
bo >tto raking, m additionalforce, .pot, of 
money,*,, but of men. , .If it prove inefficient,, 
ttoo, to tod* 4 necessary consequence must 
•> yesult ima jfo font'♦ it wiU be ppprej- 
.{ffSV^ ,/>A» a fox*' it would operate with great 
nod very unequally. , It would, fall 
m bouses 4 n 4 land only, when, in point of 
TahtoV ft oogto to be raised from foe go 
WIOUOI' of fop country, . Tfie legia- 
:vfotnre‘onght 0 not foe tommy, to ky on,nil 
-;'todeu 4 .,W,ith a#;, fmt ato eqto^‘ a hand as 
\ possible*: Tie iwfttcd font: ft would toto* 
^possibkTot'. tto'py^crs.fotod (to m«p ; 

* :f$m ^ifoaiiWwe ttf^w could 
ito -foil 40 Inefficient, and tp become 

,'%rfovomly.,opj^c#iv>.. . He objected to ,cp* 
« ,mm$\temd ivmoiu^hmty, 

• mmotopior foe; : pfr^ose„pf 
to- 

At w ho 

4H- 'f* -, . 
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jit mbit <c6me l at hfcitifo'tfo h&mh <rf ; 
rtebhtog'officers, which Had mocb'tMtttr 
Wdmff'^ki ■ it wtf he 

bdHev^d^'hot tfalr ‘«Jay feiWfc Dt«edk» 4 tot a* 
tttfhfe' '* marquis, - wbota^w* : i\A not tik«\ 
»e« hi his place/ 'ha#" indeed •'to i: 
postpone Mu motor 1 on 
the coufitfvr had hot that 
somehow op other gbfc Wd 
reason* fit 4!4MRolftlaHy*/‘ihe}t>^^bijjft 5 '. 
would have iio OrcaMtott fo^tbch^dWJn^' 
the -presentffitd'ae 
h^pfpehed pW, l^^^meW¥e of defence,’ 
this was ffadgM with sd mtfhy imperfections 
»tad carried such btn&d blemishes in its Very* 
fdc^tbat h« most e$jpmirhis d*«approbav 
ttbttpaod^lve^r of 1 coarse his decided op¬ 
position. * ' 1 - .* '-* < ' a,« \ ' - '’ 

'* The Bake of Montme said, the* nature of 
* thj# bill was such, as to evince him that it; 
W&a3d raise a great nbmberXhf mfen, who 
Would* in all likelihood, be much afatmed at 
entering, m the drat instance for general 
taefVte^ito the regular army. Il had beet? db» 
jested to on the ground that it would ultima- 
rely pwfc iirfkicnt. Whether it would 
have the^dfewbf raising many men m i* 
m h &''wished foe* he would tof 1 Attempt to 
say V' butdk had, however, no doubt in hb 
own mirtd, that it would mist 4 a great many. 
He did hope to have seen several of the noble 
lords oppose *l3sU^blH # ;fn|tod in tbaif 

c«de«vtntrs to encourage; by every posable 
me am* the raising of men ; not only rode-- 
fthd their own country, but tb carry the war 
the bearV of that of the enemy,> Ho was 
«#r^tbe men, when once raised, for thefcrmy 
Mjrtsmqfot 'Would "easily be induced to enter 
for genemt service, and ho mode m> doubt 
but that a great many of tlie volunteers wpuld 
M The inspectors:, against wkopi 

ad'mauy 'Objertkbe'had am per- 

sum v^<r-are apjjfoftttfti • Wteitrt i*fie deputy 
bentenant< v 'and''bbl 1>b ; ^ntrW : fbem/ Jt 
had* on dWwA) K%e« 

absolutely necessary mefetbe 
army* and it was only ■*«*. bn '4dne'% l 1ho^, ■ 
tnmm.* If-they were ltd -ob‘-«Why ^op? ; 
there would'be nwe Hkohhood'o^ , i getting’ $ 
nttmbcr; tfete If ft 

l W f«* enter for general $fk$fT 

Bo could not fee how any^HW 
hare Wf specific strong ob^ithu 
He support 1 H 

ferr#t id hill m'>> 

If SO, : 

‘that ptaesr^ > 

•inf 'reject the' failt ■ 

to* 8% longer <& 

' r $i<n< '' 

** ®$9i" ’ m '*:' ** 
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"ships %noid address bis-majesty to remove 
them. 1 and shctiM bU' much better pleased 
thus fo see the oppositirm made in a moir 
; direct manner, tblro thmogb'the medium of 
bBIP Fdf Me^w^^part, bethought it 
; vte\\ calculated tb-a^swer all the purposes for 
^jhich it is intended p and ai such it should 
hive M$ cordial support. ■ # "' 

; The Karl of 'Gaernamm said, the whale 
; principle of the bill was of the most pernt- 
I cious ikhid ; while every pan of it was cha- 
fractended % j^-shiire. v£ cvili -He was wiU 

> ling to pa«S by tlmi amphibious animal, ere- 
' a ted by the bid, the parnh reenjiting o direr. 

I The enormities Of his situation were great, 

and would deserve fo be imticed witl^ parti- 
! cukr severity* if they hu\ been found in a 
I hill of Jess atrocities than this. The hill pre* 

. tended lb be a bill tor ntising men. He 
should have great' objection to it, if n could 
raise men in iht way proposed. But it was 
a bill for no such purpose; intended for no 
' such purpose, It was a bill to raise money 

> by the worst of me&nv and under the most 
falUdom pretences. The fine on the parches 

. was the object of the bill’s and while parha- 
: mettt f was discussing the hopes or fear of 
„ racing, hr not raising the-men, the bill held 
on to it$ purpose, and in passing would bo 
Gtomt a pbfochial tax. but the bill professed 
to 66 ‘almost every * thing, except what it 
; ' j<eajlydid. Its friends, not much otherwise 
celebrated as the friends of a liberal system 
towards the people, v^um of the abolishing 
the ballot by this bdh ' The ballot, however, 
is only Erl tuiother shape to ail but some per** 
sobs privileged by this bill. These ptivi- 
■ Jcged persons w-eru those - who; perhaps, 
ought to b$ ka.st so. They wmal) place- 
t men and pensioners* He wcrnM appeal to 
, thcmoble lord otvthe woobsack ; he would 
I pay hbtKihg for his honours and emnlumdim, 

* whatover did for htS partrimonial estates. 

’ By thjis bill be would be relieved from the 
' lea^r, of-paying 36 I. for a sub¬ 

stitute ; and if he peid any thing it would 
be for hia bnds. This was a fundamentnl 
objection to the bib > it lovkd a tax under 
firfie preteoce^/aml levied that tax most par- 
tiaily/exempting most capable of 

'•bearing the •bnlde^>- apd, above all, these 
y pvtsiUu^tyhd'Wmu^d'on' thcemolnmrms of 
dte 4t#aJ*^'jHbe 4 bi»*’ m every p<mu of view, 

«* jyal ; It was *o, among otherB, 

? ;S|)t'fMbdng the militia below-tu comparative 
wh'tbe ttpzhr force. For, the mi - 
;htta/ he'fe4 i almost dust his thrst love ; that 
;force wfbf a-nature be im>' longer cared for, 

Mh the degree he formerly rikl.. By late acts, 
thte JAcded qimjlteute of certain oliica^ 

• v ii 'i\i • 1 ,V.,’ * V . ,' X* w • > , , 
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were no longer necessary. He conceived the I 
constitution of the imlifcb *0 foe destroyed. 
Tiuiv much he said <rf the naiUtta if* a consti¬ 
tutional point s>fyjew. ■ But as an existing 
force, of great and important value, he 
objected to the bill fey reducing it .This 
was in h\$ mind, a serious evil in the bill* 
Tins was bad policy 1 bpfc the* pyinupal ob¬ 
jection was, the atrocious operation of the 
bill, its unconstitutional principle, and its 
monstrous effects, ; , 

Loid MtfJgravt! said, If any thing was 
wanting to convince him, that the opposition 
to this btU was not given fo fop principle of 
.the bill, its operation, or tbs real character 
but to the pet ton who brought U in, it>'Wa$ 
tlie arguments he had heard that night, and, 
especially those which had been urged by fop 
noble carl who spoke last. The noble earl 
had not argued to the house* he had not used 
any of that reasoning which was proper for 
limir. lordships’ understanding and 
He had addressed a fo.w and vulgarargu-, 
merit to those mU of doors. He had given a 
name, subject to popular hatred, to situa¬ 
tions of the greatest eminence, . He had 
used the vulgar terms of placemen and pen- 
burners; speaking of the most exalted sta 
tiotis. The noble lord had not spoken with 
his u*ual good sense in this* He had forgotten 
that ihepenwmshe alluded to had earned their 
high stations by their merit} that they did 
not deserve those vu!ga* phrases of contempt 
illh noble lord had applied to thfctn. , 

The Karl <.f Caerrmnvn ruse to speak to 
order. He said, he had nut asserted that, the 
noble persons alluded to had not won fodr 
honours and emoluments by their services*. 

I Ic meant merely to state—The noble ear) 
was here interrupted by 
The Lord Cbatic&ihr y who said, the noble 
* ari propo cd to speak to ordt^v fie moat, 
therefore, shew in‘what the noble lord was 
’disorderly. ' 1 ; ' * &*■ \ 1 ' 5 ' 

r I'he Karl of Catmaervjn said he spoke to 
order, but. heu would speak >to > something 
mure than order. He meant to deny what, 
the nobjc lord had inscribed to him. He had 
never a sorted that the noble lord' on the 
woolsack had not earned his honours>ud 
emolument*, lie had niaim.doed^fofoaygu* 
meet, that the bill favoured him-aad others 
in high oihoes' of .great eaioiumrnts> >% 
exempting them from the burden impend 
hv the bdh and this, was speaking ;10 order t 
in despight of cues Trout the. oppostt^de/ 
in shewing, that. the.noble lord, ; had.attri« ; 
bated tafom what wm- utterly without feuu- j 
dntion- .. ' '> ' \ - <*fo 

Hoid Ahttgww thou proceeded to obtwnrto 
that he saw no ground ud winch 4 m nubie, 


earl could be justified in calling this rptasur® 
atrocious. . But, says tbft uobfo «itrl* ibtshdl 
will prr$s severely on the landed interest. He 
granted that it would operafo on tended pro¬ 
perty* and what measure -could be brought 
forward that would not bear ohHhe property, 
of the country fo As to the objection made 
tufoe penalty on account of its ef¬ 

fect* the noble earl would do well 0 cop-; 
pare this measure with the balloting sy&fotsv 
} to which he did not seem m hostile, its order 
to draw a just reference of the advantages nek 
' dkadvama^s of the former. The fctUoUfigf 
system obliged the men to serve personally 5 : 
or by sObMuute $ but this bill enacts, that *; 
quota shah be-raised by foe paitsh ; or, if id, 
fail tp do 0, shall be liable to *% line which- 
is to be paid* in order to raise the ram In the 
: ordinary way of recruiting 5 , by the last, the 
. people had the alternative q{ paying in mo¬ 
ney, whereas by the first, or baliotmg'Syatem, 
i the,balloted cn.an mustier ve personally, or 
: provide a substitute. Could: this be called; 
oppressive? or was it not much dess except 
tionable than foe mandatory principle of foo 
: army of reserve act He -s^pld call the 
attention of noble lords to effect of tWf, 
measure, from which they could perceiv* 
that the greatest practical advantages roust 
result; *, it would ho obviously to destroy all 
competition by doing away the inducement; 
to give high bouatw&i'^extj it would pro¬ 
duce an absentation of our dt$pos*ibl&, 
force j and, "lastly* it would establish a- 
sery, or constant source for t^*keepi»g up 
our regular army. This would be still more 
obvious, by reflecting that peisonal contests 
foryecrujty was tin; principal cause of high 
bounty The, militia,, which*.waa now to 
be reduced,, wan accessory to this as wdl nr 
the army of reserve, on .the principle by 
which it tyas pp)• \\;,Thesc dhad vantagea 
Will bp done uwayy; in foe first instance* 
which rfofefe fords mast acknowledge to be a 
thing pfuist desirable. Abcfoer gwat ad¬ 
vantage Wn$i that raiding rmn for rank would 
be wholly pnt an end to, trorn winch this 
benp/ff;;8fOruod # that pkl experienced offi¬ 
cers, who generally tfot money, to p«r^ 
dike* wwfo .^tdw.kcpfdown by monied 
young who onwffjfiw. ■ He. wm 
m rpri»e4> v therefore,, foal any ivobfo ford m 
thefomWy ,vr ^hbor^l>imprejudic^d mm 
ouf of iti'co»W object $eriou?)ydo a measure* 
^iiich*' on.fo^.focecff it* rained^ mmy 

goiter ifdyatfages'tlmn die ayniy^ffp&eyve, 

namefo^vdid ms IW fo^ooant 

for, "hnfo^ ^ke0:lr^4fa^f^iwed by 

said, 

ip coiid noMW»;\vriy 

name in that house, that the second buuu- 
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liotis, which were to be attached under this 
^•11, weutd'aniwer die pursue or expecta¬ 
tions «f ministers, It wax ingeniously urged - 
Uy a Attain gent. {Mr. Widdharo), that men 
wonVd not goiatofoft bitfoltons or transfer ' 
their service to thit or that battalion,- be¬ 
cause an officer might owe them a grudge, 
t>f ht\ such & UUft uot hkc it* Tu such 
fanciful notion* he should i nly that 

fthc person who entertained then* know little 
or nothing of a British soldier. Be'was eon- 
virttsed thar the patriotism and ardour ui 
Bnglishmetr w< did be found adequate to the 
preservation Of fotfif.independence, and al¬ 
ways dispose them to engage in the way best 
calculated to defeat and »onquef their ene¬ 
mies, The' noble ford concluded with re¬ 
gretting, that such a govt, was not formed 
when die" opportunity was afforded, ax might 
have been, hut he did not think that ft tei 
lure in that respect, which he lamented as 
much as any of their lordships, should be 
made the sole grounds of the opposition to 
this bill. . If the objection was to the men 
and not to the measure, why w as it not 
avowed» % had never heard one solid ob¬ 

jection offers to She principle of the bill be¬ 
fore (heir lordships, aitd would therefore 
give his vote hr support of the 2d reading.. 

The Earl of Moira drclared, he 1 was re¬ 
solved not to allude, in the slightest de¬ 
gree, to a subject connected with the late 
ministerial arrangement?, which bad no¬ 
thing in his mind to do with the merits now 
helote the house. Among all 'ho noble 
fords who opposed the bill, he believed, that 
independent of all the considerations to 
which he now alluded, there, w as o. e ge¬ 
neral sentiment, that the measure proposed 
was one that fell wry for short of what was 
expected under the present circumstances of 
the empire. J.. had beep observed* n the other 
xMe of the home, that as nothing bat as¬ 
sertion had been urged against the •foil, 
nothing but assertion need he employed ill 
its defence, it did, however, ocdiuTo him, 
that in support of a bill of so very import- 
ant and so interesting a' description, those 
Who defended it were bound to urge sufete- 
tjtfog at least of a plausible and reasonable 
defence. On tbehery face of the bill,.it, 
appeared that if was to be so very dow in !i 
itsoperatfeo, (Mat Ac Wwnm could pnly 
be vfosfed-'ifoihlfogefhepiifefh'OTW.:an4^ n»- 
gat6ry'.'"' v fct-' 1dsn^»foo<fo; ; if 'did' T !iot: et all v 

sreu thc.bfM-wttoti be'ftie iambs 

of prewig-why 1 great, nddlibp H*tfr #e- : 
gufofr Jifosabfo; force, 
hand#, admitted to her tlie v gi$ttd tfbjm of 
interest.’ -TVh8t:-ww;»Ktw'..Wdnfod ; 

E*?$t<p ! we»E.sifora? for iiitesnaideftlfite, Win 
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this point of view, out means of defence 
wet© formidable beyond all previous ex¬ 
ample. To talk of any danger therefore 
from thednadeqnacy of this species of pro. 
tcctiooi was altogether childish and ridi¬ 
culous. Be .-wished their lordships to con¬ 
sider what were the circtomstsmces under 
which the war originated. It would be re¬ 
collected, that it was not the mere question 
of Malta to which We were called on at that 
lime to direct our attention. It was the 
systematic, uniform, and alarming ambition 
of France, which then attracted the atten¬ 
tion of all orders of the community. The 
reduction;of this power was consequently 
(he grand object to which the prosecution 
of the war was to be directed. In attempt¬ 
ing to effect this roost desirable end, the 
first point was the augmentation of our re¬ 
gular disposable force. We wanted such a 
torce as would enable us to avail ourselves 
of any-opporliujity of striking a blow, 
which might be turned to account in any 
probable change of the affairs «f Europe. 
TtiU however, we had mode provision for 
this end, wo had no right to expect the 
interference, far less the active co-opera¬ 
tion of European powers. If we were in 
a state of reasonable preparation, then sc 
might apply for their co operation with 
some prospect of success $ but without this 
preparation, on what grounds could we 
call on powers to engage in a cause. "Inch, 
though connected with our highest In¬ 
terests, seemed by our .elves to have 
been almost wholly overlooked. It was to 
the formation of a disposable force in the 
most speedy and efiet tual manner that the 
country 'looked, and it was because the 
bill did «»ot hold out the prospect of pro¬ 
viding this, that he felt ithis duty to oppose 
it. ■ The country were convinced that the 
spirit ®f suppression on the part of France 
was not to be tolerated) But was utterly 
inconsistent w itb the independence, or evei 
the existence of all! surrounding powers 
If the bill, then, did not go to the length 
of providing a force applicable to. this ob¬ 
ject, it was a hill which had tioreort of 
application to the circumstances in which 
the country- is placed — A noble lord had 
vxj#es»ed'. much dissatisfaction that the bill 
had been represented as oppressive. On 
this point he hipuell' thought it incumbent 
ophffii to make a few observations. He 
huff to declare, then, that the bill did not 
proceed on a fair cak»l«tfo» of'the popu¬ 
lation of different districts in' the empire, 
ftt one ‘cxfoUty of Scotland, i« particular, 
thews was at least one-haif of the male po¬ 
pulation engaged either as militia-men, a* 
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persons serving-^ Jn ^ wksf^f^jir %ith every prospect dF success. English* \',' 

f s 'johfnieisrs. ’ He " *wf r , melt ^ere alw ays fready to pomo forward 

lordships, f ^ >g mMviSv b«t '*&» *W crisis tfc* • ’ 

si°ns ; , of- the btH for lift ' 

justice, K o$ef*rjta<& ; . as : a^ra^hac^-afc ^'rfeoerul ar- 

«lluded^' wa»tlia!^|^^||iif^tejK.'' '&&»5^nSiJ ! slS! f 4&: 1 i«r, 

•with .tjlhw ;; s ■ tM*-, oMtacW was withdrawn, the 

'5J3? 1 * * r ^erui«ii^ih^fi(^l|#s4itejs^^'*^ ^ '^ehltittr sHiopfefe eodid n^SraMfedwIOi * 

ofSeotland. ^Tk4 ' J I MSl^ SSSSS^^^KfoS * 
lord stop deeforeddo'.b^naei*^ $ 4^kff r inadequate to its professed object. ' •' 

. as*otonteers\B*M? *; : »###4ifeird, : ' ; s»«<?luded: by declaring 

to ptaewe ' t^Tflfley| f ]tW^:«t^<Jtt1iyy-on .-a' toll W lair 

were acb»te*.t$»*ft'ity feUttoj^tv ^jecVto, Oppose >1 he 

.they were-ment-iwboni i'• ,: ..•>••> "... .. 

to lead*against .any; enemy, 'V0lb«»*pfeV^,'« >' object 

• confident*' of »ltoa!5*^i#^great;.*al*&d, ? pf;foe*bi If tym : m$r£ ; *tge:ur pri nc i pie, 

been said; pf die *di«Pk#tch tbe roeasore '' w'ljchflyepoMi lawbidhe effect «fc ; convert- 
imder eoiwidwatjion wasccafcalatedrsto af-;. • .^6’d-* ■ dis- 

forA '\ The excessive .cruelty of^ibalipt! < Hd-idithnot ^diject<to’ ifee 

was also a very plaastble so *.<*£.- argon*!* ,<' $tty M'’ &m**‘ act. 

In bts opinion,; this nefettue m* Wtrffffp^, '&>' the ’af^oied-of. it< : '<ttkc • 

pressive thaft the i*ill fcrfa»incthei»rmy df’:t taring tdlil 

reserve, though %<■ tba;t^il>;'Tn^^&t ■ 

waste btr «ms«|Madl^.< ? n^)44i>:>iaiMvp^ni^ lofe Ab&tBot. ■'$&> , 
present bill, the men > w«re-to be procured J ‘!i^eintam«k&itiP«t ! ''vtias -sSoeispipgkhsjiprin* 
by parocbial*exertiohs, ;aed ha< w*s' firndf dip!**''^v^ichc-iSe#*,; ,ii^'V''tt^f^pi«ter 4 
convinced that this;; rotrie.nfrfevyir.g (ib.< howfclAmlfelling 

cruits, would toe,atte»d.ed'^»tbj|i^i|ii.iato»iBi(t',; ,\^i{. r^dkw/.W^tet^^^p^isid'.ifratJiiee 
public inconvenience^ .©r '■ if-itblifc-'i'e&iasahd'atss&t^'. ^js*edi;if^,#^pdcd'i^Tdwitr«^^to'ar- 
Hfe dbtidDctl, **vR0^miflse^kdN|Hllti|9k9^ , a^sfiiHHn > .*f . ; no 

sivetax. Witbregard'.to m«ihi r ^£jr 

the militia, fehtrfa bill. iiM^Uhri>te4||^lb»', '^n^Nsl"<'ybr^t<a« '><?.it*by 
coold not but! thwjfe. ; Mbaii1i#a .tot|bi?i%,; '• , P‘esWi»«Iy ; :dngt^ii«$ ; vt}S;in' ^tafesion of » 
Jnexpedient awan|em#nh v >the 

• here to 'be reduced, he ; w»eii^ ^ ij>w; vie^tol^4^<dt*bs,;sit was 

take place, insteld of tt®hftiiij;(jb?;itlifjr'-shSw , | 1 in« snatdlfers 

process : which< , '’the s bifi. j yli,«nt;4|^ : '' ^their ac* 

an this case %, , ajreat'*oeess«^ ; ^tnitoiweir : |.; , tiipv v-snf^hiiwfl'^that a 4 

acquainted w»u»! tiflto ''fmefw-Iilidiitb «^4^, 

military Hft wwafa^bita.<»fei6i>! bfe « ^ l , i ^ b ew Ad (i ^^ : 'tfllit pcv. br*i« ►evctydwngelr^ bto^-dtm 

thtttpacf'nfiMiMlb x lPn|W | ,’j|il^. n^'^eKfiel# M 

«b)e prooMs«vb^the:bfll 1 wntl '■ ei^ii^^^ Hd bn idi^'ibpowgaMt 

impossible! t tfjg j w fcf 'Its ' l ;^»^4p:''ife^'isi|^sel:" Mbi^§i%^' of 

•Inhedbat Inatf^MMlr b#**r/' ■ ■ .^'ludiKqr■!; '•• ^ 'esttSsweiteKi -for* ' •< 

lard adverted: ■ W^||iMlnqee i Viitilipp^ll^lWMiilllipijl 1 tlnit%fi:iinilttary 

'for tfsbnrtty by nmiiiin'riplffftnwwgrt .•%thiip^f ’gMtr^1iP|Pif*ii;f ' ardour in. 

- so-vice > .«o.<ar as tniedldbiKM^ed.^ - '&vd^ > eeenifedvin ! 'Stoportidn :to th« danger with , , 
consideratipd%"'i|fH,>Jape^di^'s WfytiBmLf ■■ j|nj^lwroL!lW~ .^j|p'^'^W^ ,<r|lll|, '.r Br ' ■•" 

l^ S «SS^nf'^fekld I : 

•nd -the r<fcfuidn|' . Inim.>^be ''isfitefWe af olbcb gyrated . 
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a sentimext of heroism, which could, not 
fail to operate on his mind. He repeated, 


tliat thte circumstance of 1 



to enter iatd ofte 


into a service ol a 

not faifof. Inducing tl ( .. .. . ^ . 

that was mote extensive. ,,*AVould ari/Cne 
' ray that fo® foMM* fofofofod as ftfc.wfofoi 
c The b/ tbis'^ilt, *»ulfo ;ftfog(f f«)fo 
; Service to AedVrali'rat'vice:? 
aoaU»oB*,.W'1W woo 


ur,ge<|^ them p; ip id)ta 
wax foamleit’% «r -jp- 


'W1 


i,m 


vision in to? militia,........ ... .^,. r , : ,. 

-'' from, so Bouts. The' lettisiatare was aware. 

‘ foU : ».4raifo tf w&wfoi V<fo1fo««foralljr 
‘ infiorafoe fo«fo fo ;«»§_ service forfoc. 

other.*“*8o far with regaild to the principle 
of the bill. With respect to it*, operation, 
if it should collect together a number of 
niP for limited service, it would not be a 
nagatofy bill, hot woii|4 ultimate!^ foo* 

■ dace 'for the', regular arrnf # footer force 
than .pd ey«r been raised'% any measure. 

• It was now a twelveroonth »oee the army 
1 of reserve bfo bad,been carried Into effect, 

' apd out of 38 ,ooo meii, no Iras thauiaidod 
'"'' : :jhxd: efo<w*d into 1 gen^ lv se!hfk'!eil; ,!>T!h« 
foVtorjr Of. mankind was'" pifofm.lh’■proving 
the theory and principle of this bill.—The 
noble lord who had fort sat fown had ob¬ 
jected "to foe ;^radaai'f*idvic.tio 4 .df foe Mr 
litia. ; But;whatTyros it tyffityMedj,■" lfo , 4 
bad asked why a call had pot oeen made 
upon the fofotja '.ofoera* l |jirPgbout ’'the 
empire, who' would have started up, .and 
immedMtfty hSve girert to the generalfor- . 
vice all the assistance that was required. 
'•Tbe.piy 'Objection to, this'ipfjRj^wWbh w^, : 

• that .foe bcxb{9 powid fofoe' m 'Security, for 
its.,behig;e|rrivd, Ms efTepti.' 1 :' Onlfo* fof 

foa|,'. ho 

would foe folpfoi 

men,. !»i tie ; rslfootfowiifo be”.»laced i$ 

v . |is assertion, foefo 1 

',,. decs oiratl^ fo.. 

v shot 

w. surrounded jjy.fofofoL «$#cfe' 

. , tlfom, seemed fo. ■“* 

him ,for fod.’.pfof 
stdfcrgen 


govts the meaitf of trying an experiment 
W?bfoh would enable It to collect a great 
number of men for limited service, under 
the iferthat %¥ would enlist for general 
fee observed, that at no one 
period of the history of this country had 
tfco common mode of recruiting kept up 
ed f tie army, jUpon aft great and pressing oc¬ 
casions it j^d uniformly been found neces¬ 
sary to haye recourse to some extraordinary 
mode of recruitings The army, as ig&t present 
itpdtf* he. said* owed its existence to the 
1 Jn the last war 46 

jbattiliUon^ Of new regiments were disband- 
Od mil. up the old regiments. What was 
the effect) Not more than 7*000 men 
wcr£ produced. He wafe satisfied that the 
! measure feeftyrfi the house would pr duce 
the men it professed to raises He thought 
he^cotrid venturejto predict, that the army 
would be, at the number, which was con¬ 
sidered necessary, and then he trusted to 
the ardour ana enthusiasm of British 
ihtiidsf tfto$e great incentives to military 
1 glory. He bad no doubt but that, in the 
way this bill proposed, there would not be 
the leMt dimcuhy in recruiting the first 
battalion from the second. If the bill was 
al^o^od to go oh t he was persuaded it 
would be the means of securing the per¬ 
manent strength of the country. He there- 
fore tifuUilfd# that to such e measure he 
should''iidf;!see any,opposition. 

' : - Itie df Richmond thought the bill 
before <be,fcousc incompetent to the ptupo^e 
" prepared 5 which was to 

pib eodutry feom tbe most serious 
. «t$ipg danger. We had no ordinary 
adepfy to oppose, bi« fame had been egta* 
bfttbed by a aeries of successes unknown in 
the biatory of modern times. He had an 
af|a*y ©f 4 <g 3 kO( 3 p meo under Ids command, 
J to be jec^iited from tl population of 50 mil* 


£ot'\#U\ 



; ; lien's dfj 


Tire army of this country 
was optppa^ 1 tvely ioaignibcaDt, and tbe po- 
W; miifiona. It was 
bruiS ^|^,th^y0hm^r« the thinks 

f»o$ sanguine man 
expect thejt w<m commits to 
1 ,df ^dtHfoveterana. Jbe navy 

the hope mi the security of the 
not to be expected, in 
‘seatous, but some opportunity 
a vigilant foe,, 1 and the 
i^p;tb|ghf : be Such 

inoertaihty oflbr ahooW in- 
every expedient 
rnuim:m -to'/the mtiupal defence* but the 
meatHr^it^W not be cond- 

-.JWUl, w jypm4- adv^tii to the 
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statement of the noble d,uke relative to the 
comparative population pi fiance and this 
counity ins 1 .-ling, that bo had rated that of 
Fiance too high, at fifty milliqns * pnd this 
country too low, at tep in III ions. The noble 
lord, it was true, bad not spoken in pjaho 
of any of the moral qualities of the thnpe-j 
ror of thcGa.-K bat he had described hint 
as one of die greatest generals th^ world, had 
pmdtu r d. The noble duke had thought 
propei to state, that the militia force of thd 
enuntjy was insufficient to, contend against 
an army of Gallic vetrians,, and that the 
\oinntcviN were pencils on whom, in the 

* jfo Id of Laitle, little or no reliance could be 

"paired. He censured the noble. duke ;jb? 
adopting such a course of argument,, and 
supnnitcd the bid. j , 1 

The Duke of Richmond explained* He 
denied having paid a compliment to Fruuceat 
th ' expense of this country. -i 

'i he Earl of IKslmorAaud sijd, it,>as 
\ n-ecessnry to state to the house the 1 nor* 
dinaie power of France, the comequcnji da hr 
ger to this country, and the neees$U)/ of 
placing ours* Ives in a situation tp meet the 
enemy on our own shores. AVhdevjer cpnr 
sjdcrvd the great extent of our, coasting 
' the provmilv of our capital fo thhlse^,‘,,rifpsi 
be convinced it was qecetuary to ha'ye a 
permanent force in additjji fo bp'present 
military establi• h‘neUt ; '2Q() f db(j jtcn,^lit 

thought the least, that• wqulg beerequisitev 
He observed, that $ic minister* who had 
, conducted the iate war bad great 

defensive force in Consequence o^pie acduir 
sit ion of the Low Countries 1>y loanee,*‘'Th$ 
exigency of the case justified Vh4* flje^Ttad 
dune. In the present instance he ^t?as ^qn? 
vinerd this was a^ueastit'C pMfkrn^ 
to the country, ana orib' tbat/Wdmd,My| . 
the effect of 1 increasing, to a'tfcry 
ble. extent, the disposable 1 ••; 

try. L '* 1 1 t 7 f '**! .r?T < i‘S , i 

Lord Hobart; ' 

which had been, made by hbbfhlpdfi^'gti tkp ', 

' ministerial bench, that the •'pppoMt^n^m'jldb • ' 

1 to this «t;eksure proceeded mofe'ffbbf-|n;' : ob|- , 
jection to die men by whom it w'a^^fbbbsed, 

' than to the proposttlop itself, stated; tHaK 
upon whatevei grounds 'die lnobft'|lbVd'feiie|l ' 

• * his assertion, or from whateverhe^ 

derived information to Justify it, lie could* 
for-himaelf most sincerely declare, that’'Ill's 
opposition was founded entirely upotf a bijf 
and full consideration of the merits : bf ihb 
*' measure. He objected to it bectrthe U Would 
^ go to render perm am id; the system; 61 the 

• army of reserve, withbife being effectual .to 
its object. The afniy of reserve act had 

• -been confessedly gftevouf in its operation, 

Vo jo. a. * 
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^Vit it had produced many mfn. This bill 
would be equally grievous, if nutmoie so, 
without*. in his opinion, producing any n\ai 
whatever. The noble lord considered it al¬ 
together as a nugatory plan, and partivulaily 
condemned the him of converting the rc- 
spcciablo persons who generally filled iho 
offices of ovetseers and church wardens into 
recruiting serjeants. With respect to the 
'conduct of the late administration upon mi¬ 
litary subjects, he could assure the noble 
lord who had alluded toil, that every part 
of it had, been aaneponed by the opinion of 
the/fett .military characters; by those to 
;wlu)'?c 7 advice that noble lord himself would 
frequently have,occasion to resoT and who*e 
, authority must always be respectable, 

, ‘ The' Earl of Suffolk rose, he said, as a 
nnlihvty man to express hi* decided disap- 
( probation of this plan for tensing men. The 
noble,lord took occasion to state the regret 
/lie felt, hit common with all the intelligent 
and ihdepcnietu parts of ihe.country, that 
tbg public "’hopes and had been so • 

tnuth disappointed in the fldftnnistivuion that 
had been lately formed, and conclude d \v;.th 
recommending pai 1 lament to reject this and 
every oVh^rpiab, which should tend to con- 
Fuse and Complicate the means for the de¬ 
fence of the country, which, in his opinion, 
\vou1d be best provided for by a certain 
'i^tiiber .of regular army, seconded by an 
'f’kfoVed'' population, who might be easily 
! tralfimeh m'ditary discipline as was 
" 'mcwiM: tdivH'de'r them fit for the purpose, 
tpfghf and ought to be employed, 
T 1 ’ began- wi:h depiecatmg the. 

^Wnfer'lji \vfitch the 'discussion had been 
f bdiidiiet^i br the hoble lords who professed 
: [o ; $;upp ! orVt‘Uis measure'; a measure which 
Alpsy contended was'riot roB’sted upon any 
;%&p : d''’hf'argum<rnt, but' upon mere afiscr- 
tb^r, ' f M they stated, from motives 
wb party pr judice. In con- 
of such declaration^' he felt it bis 
^^WaWe'duty. to stale the reason, which 
■‘atfeWfijii ht meant to give 5 but 

heychust remark shortly 
Upba tife 'Cdtidoct • of those noble lords who 
s;o-"''dLposed 'Upon this occasion to 
iWi v >ninci^sUy personal contest. 

I cbhduofc' ,A wbtch -Ute thought ought 

e'fb"’be kttireVy exeiuded from this discussion j 
•vit^lis alway* mjbrious to freedebate *,dimeter 
ktfkHui mWrgation, or uhe discovery of 
'“tfatb^uA Was peculiarly * inappropriate at 
‘iheilresmt ‘period It tinted to the 
(dntemions aud ci&am*tance* Afthe obuntiy. 

fl w<V'> f ,e hoped,' iU-Miited to th& 4i«posi- 
i t:oi\ ( f the-l-oofi*;, at-.iHic wiis suteit wat iu 
I tliis as in every other instance, ill-suited to 
G* g . • 
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the temper oftns own mind To some of 
the persons of whom the present adminis¬ 
tration was composed it was impossible 
for him to entertain any personal objections. 
They were those with whom he had long 
lived in habits of the closest intimacy and 
the most sincere friendship, and among 
them were included the two noble lords 
(Melville and Mulgrave) who had spoken 
in the course of the debate. From them 
many things had fallen which he regretted to 
hear, and to which he should make no al¬ 
lusion. Such expressions should not, on this 
or on any other occasion, induce him to de¬ 
part from that line of argument or conduct, 
which private friendship sanctioned, and 
his parliamentary duty suggested. A just 
attention to both he felt to be perfectly 
consistent *, but, if any competition should 
arise between them, unquestionably the pub¬ 
lic good should ever predominate in his 
mind. Upon this subject, however, he did 
> not th‘nk it fit or becoming that he or the 
* noble lords with whom he had the honour 
to act, were to be told by anticipation^ that 
they were actuated by personal motives; a 
charge which, he was convinced, was equally 
unfounded and ill-advised; not less so, in¬ 
deed, than the a sertion, that thi* measure 
was opposed by mete assertion. This asser¬ 
tion he was particularly surprised to hear, 
after all the solid objections that had been 
made to it, both in that and in the other 
house of parliament; but to this assertion 
he would only answer by calm reasoning; 
and from this resolution he would not be 
withdrawn by the wish of the noble lord on ' 
the other side, that the circumstances con¬ 
nected with the construction of the present 
administration should become the subject of 
public discussion, From that wish of his noble 
friend he most decidedly differed, for he did 
not think it could take place, as his noble 
friend himself seemed to apprehend, without 
giving much pain to the feelings of parti- * 
cular persons, without producing any degree 
of public advantage. For himself, however, 
although he regretted that any thing with 
respect to communications had with him on 
this subject should have been made public, t 
he had no hesitation to say, that he could 
have no objection, as far as he was con¬ 
cerned, that every particular was made pub¬ 
lic. If they were, he was quito confident 
that the country would be found to agree 
with him in sentiment ; that it was a •matter 
dt< ply jjto be deplored ; that sut,h an afijmu 
nisolation as should include all the men of 
tariffs and importance which the senafS 
furnish; that aifoppoitunity was lost of 
||Hfc||yrmg the combination of great and good 
the public safety ; that,, the highly 


raised hopes of the country were disappointed; 
and that that union and vigour which its situa¬ 
tion peculiarly called for was neglected. This 
was a circumstance which afflicted him 
deeply ; and the contrary course was that 
which he strongly recommended, and which 
he would have been heartily rejoiced to have 
witnessed. — From this subject the noble 
lord proceeded to animadvert upon the prin¬ 
ciple and tendency of the bill. The former 
he considered to be quite unconstitutional; 
while the latter, he thought, would be op¬ 
pressive, and would have the effect ot over¬ 
straining the cord which had alieady been 
loo tightly pulled. This bill proposed, lor 
th$ first time in this fiee country,%> keep 
on foot a permanent regular army. It was 
meant, in a great degree, to supersede the 
militia, and, in short, the advantages be¬ 
longing to that constitutional force. Whate¬ 
ver opinion might be generally entertained 
as to the object of the war, all seemed 
agreed as to the necessity which called fur 
great exertien to augment our disposable 
force. Some supposed that this force might 
bo useful very soon, and others at a later 
period; but none doubted that they should 
be ready as soon as possible. To provide 
the desired augmentation was the professed 
object of the measure before the house, but 
the question was, whether it was calculated 
promote that end. In his opinion it was 
not, but that on the contrary it would 
much better to seek thgjt augmentation fioni 
the plain ordinary course of recruiting, than 
from such clumsy and operose machinery as 
this bill contained. The principle of this 
bill was, that the men to be raised under it, 
were lo form a component part of the regu¬ 
lar army, and to be conjmanded by regular 
officers; the whole to bfc on limited service. 
He was not one of those who thought there 
ought lobe no force for limited service; 
but yet he went farther than most men in 
wishing to reduce that force. It ought, in 
hi* judgment, tube very small, and of course 
he must object to the extension of that spe¬ 
cies of force now recommended, a force 
which it was intended to amalgamate with 
the regular army, and this intention was 
one of the principal objections which lie had 
to the bill; for on the contrary, he wished, 
That our militia, or any other limited force, 
should be different m conformation, in the 
character of the privates, officers, &c. from 
our regular army. That was the idea and 
object of our ancestors in framing the mili¬ 
tia j an idea winch was so wise, that lie 
lamented ’to see »ny disposition to depart 
ft omit. The noble lord described the ef¬ 
fects upon the description of the army, 
wh ch must arise from the proposed con- 
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nrxion between the battalions of the new 
levies and those of the regulararmy, and par¬ 
ticularly dwelt upon the consequences of a 
meeting in case of invasion, between the 
men who should refuse to enlist from the 
new levies into unlimited service, and those 
who should suffer the taunts and reproaches 
to which the former would be exposed, and 
the effect that such reproaches would have 
upon their military spirit, the perpetual dis¬ 
putes that were likely to arise, &c. After re¬ 
marking on the orher defects of this project, 
the noble lord said, he would conceive him¬ 
self ill answered, if he should be told, that 
fmm experience it appeared, that a JffiSt 
number had been obtained from a litflfcd 
force of this kind for the use of the regular 
arm>\ No argument, he contended, could 
be drawn from such experience in favour of 
this plan, for it could not be shewn that a still 
gr< au-i number of men would not have been 
had fioin th* ordinary recruiting, had that 
r cruiting been allowed to go on without any 
impediment. The probability, indeed, was, 
that not only the number who had enlisted 
from the army of reserve into the regular 
army would have volunteered if that army 
had never existed but also many men 
who were snIJ looked up in that body, 
winch it Was now pioposed to render a per¬ 
manent establishment The regular recruit¬ 
ing had, never since the commencement bf 
the war, had its lair play, therefore it could 
not be assumed, that it would not have 
product d more men than any, or all, of the 
expedients that had been resorted to. Ad- 
vf rtmg to the opinion of a noble earl, as to 
ee.Mmg men for a limited time, he ex- 
pre^rd his surprise that a plan, which all 
Sremed to approve, and which, if acted upon, 
vmnld pmcme more men than*a dozen such 
bills as this, should have been so long in 
contemplation. It was strange that as time 
had been found for framing so many com* 
plicated plans, that ministers could not find 
time enough to consider and determine 
upon the simple proposition which was 
understood to be under the consideration 
of the late and present ministers, both 
of whom appealed to deal with it (to use an 
observation applied to another occasion) as 
the suites of Holland were in the habit of 
doing with such proportions as tiny wished 
to get rid of, they voted it ad refttentlunt.— 
The declaration of the noble lord (ivelville), 
with respect to the evils attending the prac¬ 
tice of raising men for rank, gave him infi¬ 
nite sjiisfactmn, because it induced a hope 
that ministers would not hue recourse to 
such an expedient. Such a declaration, in¬ 
deed, from such an authority, itft no doubt 


that the report must have been unfounded, 
that this very plan of raising men is at this 
moment acting upon. He was quite confi¬ 
dent it must be false, and he was sincerely 
glad to think so.—Among other objections to 
the bill, he pressed the inequality of its ope¬ 
ration Jt proposed to demand of every parish 
a quota, proportioned to its population, and 
yet the fine or commutation for such quota was 
to be proportioned to its property. Thus the 
manufacturing parishes and those already 
burthened wnb poor’s rates would be most 
oppressively borne upon. In this instance 
this plan was much inferior to the baU 
loting system, which operated equally upon 
all From this view of the subject he thought 
this bill would operate as a severe tax, and 
exclusively upon agriculture, to the amount, 
in all probability, of not less than 2,000,000b 
—As to the, argument advanced in support of 
this measure, by an allusion to the conduct 
of the military governments of Em ope, he 
confessed that the argument alarmed him, 
and that the very similitude of the measure 
to the practice of those governments, was 
his principal objection to it; for he was per¬ 
suaded that it would, if adopted, have the 
tendency of converting ours into a military 
government, That was precisely thp pros¬ 
pect which this measure held out, a pros¬ 
pect that no Englishman could contemplate 
without honor —The noble lord, after com¬ 
menting on the effects which this bill would 
have on the volunteers, from whom it would 
take away all the exemptions which had 
been graded them as an encouragement 
and a boon, concluded with exhorting mi¬ 
nisters to recur to the ordinary couise of 
iiecrtiiting as the most effectual and wisest 
way ol supplying our regular army. Upon 
this point he observed, that the principle in 
mechanics was by the smallest power, and 
the least complication, to produce the great¬ 
est possible effect. 1 his principle was not 
less applicable in politics than in mechanic?, 
although it was an axiom which the govt, of 
this country bad for some time back entirely 
lost sight of. They seemed to have caught 
a mania for the manufacturing of plans. 
They appeared to delight in the complex 
and novel, and to despise old habits and 
simplicity. 

Lord Hawlcslwy said, he was extremely 
anxious to state the true grounds on which 
the measure had been brought iorward and 
w as defended by his Majesty’s govt. It was 
•whli regret, however, that he lelt himself 
called upon to take notice of the prelimi¬ 
nary, re crunks as to the construction of the 
prerent administration, with which the noble 
baron had set out. Upon that subject he 
0 g 2 . • 
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could wish either to be silent or to -say much. 
It might suffice, however, to observe, that 
the discussion of that matter could serve no 
good practical purpose, while it might be 
attended with many ill effects. Indeed, he 
thought that at such a critical moment it 
Would be far better for all to consider im¬ 
partially and disinterestedly how the country 
might be b^st defended ; how it might jaest 
be parried through the present costs, instead 
of agitai’ng points which were so delicate, 
and which could not terminate in any con¬ 
clusion advantageous to the community.— 
With respect to the measure before Hie 
house, the general principle of it had been 
fairly stated by the noble baron. It was a 
bill to raise a given, permanent defensive 
military force for the defence of this coun¬ 
try. Ir vs as founded in some degree upon 
the principle of the army of reserve act, 
which lie would boldly affirm was one of the 
tno'd efficient military measures which par¬ 
liament had ever at any time adopted. But 
with all the benefits with which Lhe reserve 
net had been attended as a measure for rais¬ 
in/ a great number of men for defence in 
the first instance ; and, secondarily, for ge¬ 
neral service* upon the urgency of a most 
pressing emergency j yet it was found that 
there were some of its provisions which, 
the pressure having subsided, it might be 
wise to modify. In regard \a the ballot, to 
the severity of the fines on parishes when 
the men were not found, and the bad effects 
of the high bounties on the repuiting of the 
regular army, there appeared room for mo¬ 
dification, and in all these points the present 
measure was calculated to relieve the coun¬ 
try from a considerable burden. The mea¬ 
sure by suspending the operation of tne 
yeserve act, renewed the obstacle and com¬ 
petition of high bounties from the regular 
army, which, under the operation of the 
new law would not be impeded. Insomuch, 
indeed, was this the case, th$t U seemed to 
be the opinion of some that no men,would 
be raised, thus acknowledging that competi¬ 
tion would not act against the regular army. 
For his part, he belu ved that the bill /would 
be effectual, and that by means of local in,- 
fjuenpe employed in raising a defensive force 
would be atternfjgl with the best effects. In 
some respects the force *msrd, under this 
measure vyuuld be preferable to a militia, 
because it would be applicable to the defence 
of eveiy part of the empire at liouie.avberc- 
as it was necessary on emergencies, to «hav^ 
recourse to expedients pot*quife «oc(wi&ti-nt 
with the constitution "of the militia, anil 
which Ought not to place but incases 
of Necessity. With respect to the numbers 
MiV 

Wsw- * «.• . . * 


of the militia, be conceived th*t, in all the 
circumstances of Europe, whether in peace 
or war, a milifin force <>f 72.000 was m>t too 
much as a merely defensive force j but if 
part of the defensive force could be made of 
another description, the country gained in 
point of security. Such a force the present 
measure was calculated to affoid. That it 
would contribute to furnish men for the re¬ 
gular rumy, little doubt could be enUttained 
afier the experience of the army of reserve 
act. As to the force being uneonsMut onal, 
he could not conceive on what ground such 
an apprehension could be formed The 
whole of the force ot this country al- 

« $ under the control, and k-ntlUp with 
consent of parliament. The code of 
laws for the management, the funds tor the 
payment of every part of it, were n Hewed 
annually. This would be the ea-e with Hie 
intended force, as well as with every other, 
and in no respect, in its constitution or ele¬ 
ments, could it afford any alarm to the most 
vigilant and jealous guardiansof the prim inh s 
of the constitution.—With respect to wliat 
had been said of recruiting men for a limited 
period of service, he was one who wa-i ex¬ 
tremely dedroiis that that pohit should bo 
fully and impartially considered. He did 
not think,’ however, that it oug^p to be de¬ 
cided incidentally. Indeed lie could say, 
that bis Majesty’s ministers would investi¬ 
gate the point with the greatest impartiality, 
they would consult the opinions of the best 
military authorities, and submit to parlia¬ 
ment the result ot their enquiry, and the 
grounds on whjeh it was ibim < 1 . Upon 
the whole, lie was satisfied that the present 
bill, without imposing anyseveie hunbm on 
the public, would attain its object in raising 
a huge permanent defensive force, which 
would ultimately tend to the recruiting of 
the regular. 1; force; it would, in case of 
peace, relieve us from the embarrassments 
always felt for men on the renewal of a war, 
and in every view would promote the 
strength and security of the empire.—AHer 
a few words from Lord Grantly, the filia¬ 
tion was put, and a division took place, 
when there appeared. 

For the bill, present 84 , prbxies 70 . • 154 
Against it, present 50, proxies 19 . . <jy 

Majority.&5 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

* Monday, June 25 . 

[Mi notes. 3 —Sir C. Banbury brought 
up the report c^f the committee on the corn 
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trade, which was agreed to, and was ordered 
thru it be an in-traction to the committee 
appointed to Ini tg in a bill on a former re¬ 
port, to m 'kt provision in the said bill pur- 
suam to the resolution now reported. - The 
Den.nmk mint bill was read a 3d time and 
pushed.—Th<* woollen manufacture suspen¬ 
sion hill w< nt through a committee, the rc- 
p rt wi- r ccivcd, and the bid o denM to be 
read a 3d time t >-<n i*row.- Tne East India 
pnze goods br! was reported, and ordered to 
be read a 3d time to-morrow,—Mr. Corry 
gave notice, that lie would to-morrow move 
for papers relative to the balances in the 
ha nth of collector* in Ireland -Lord A, 
Ilamilfbn presented a petit ion from certain 
fteenit n in Glasgow, stating, that they con¬ 
ceived alarming alterations were about to be 
made in the com laws of the kingdom; and 
praying that these might not be adopted. 
Ordered to lie on tin* table - Mr. Foster 
brought up a bP’ for lay* g additional duties 
on stamps in Ireland, Head a 1st time.—Mr. 
Mtiddsson biought up a bill to enable the 
commissin je r> of the tmasuiy to issue exche¬ 
quer bids ; read a 1st time. —Mr. Johnstone 
mov'd that (here be laid before the house 
th p « i ( d *rs of the it count made up to 
the 1 ' of March I J.')4. by wlfuh the East 
Jrnlit Uomp-ny * lorn ■ from govt, the sum 
of d 018 0(H) 1. Ordered. 

[FokuionTkoc.ps Encistmfnt Bill,*} 
—The Se^rci.iiy at War moved for leave to 
bring in a hVl to enable his majesty to raise 
foreign co’ps and indemnifying those who 
had taken foreigners into Ins majesty’s ser¬ 
vice. 

Mr Creevev wished to know if there was 
to be a clause in the bill for the benefit ot 
thus** whose relig’ous persuasions were diffe¬ 
rent liom the religion of the church of Eng¬ 
land ; and to exempt them from the penal¬ 
ties they might otherwise incujr 

The Secret vy at IFarsnUl, it was intend¬ 
ed tlm the bill should contain a clause to 
that etfect 5 but it was to be confined solely 
to foreign corps. 

Mr. "Frauds said, that, even in the pre¬ 
sent stage of this proceeding, he could not 
help it,marking that it was one of a very un~ 
constitutional nature j that, according to our 
laws and constitution, no foreign troops could 
be allowed to come into tins country, or 
within 0‘miles of the coast.— Leave granted. 

[Revenue of Jkkland.J — Mr. Foster 
obsnved, that he had on a former day given 
notice of his intention to bring forward a 
regulation tor the*purpQse ot correcting many 
errors and abuses that prevailed in the reve¬ 
nue departments ip Ireland; and the mea¬ 


sure would be founded on & similar one, 
which was adopted some yean ago in this 
country. His great object was, 1st, lo have 
an accurate inquiry made into the state of 
those offices j and, when the result of the 
inquiry should be laid before the house, par- 
, liament would then be able to judge whe- 
I thcr any.and what steps wert necessary to be 
taken, lie then moved, tk That leave be 
given »o bring in a bill for appointing com¬ 
missioners to inquire into the amount of the 
fees, salaries, emolunients, and oiher gra¬ 
tuities received by officers employed in Ire¬ 
land, to examine into any abuses which may 
exist in the same ; and to report to the hqus* 
their observations, and suggest such means 
I, as may occur to them towards the better col¬ 
lection of the revenue in Ireland/’ 

Sir John Newport said, he felt himself im¬ 
pelled to rise and return his thanks to the rt. 
hon. gent, for bringing forward a measure 
of this importance, which would be of the 
most substantial benefit to Ireland 5 a bene¬ 
fit much greater than any that had ever been 
felt in this country ; because the abuses were 
much greater in the one than the other. The 
rt. hon. gent, had on a former day drawn a 
melancholy picture of the finances and reve¬ 
nue^ of Ireland, and it was evident that that 
situation was occasioned, in a gieat measure, 
by th« abuses which prevailed in the public 
boards in Ireland. The incidental expenses 
of these boards were enormous. In that of 
the pbst-oiliccdepartment, no less a sum than. 
3,0t)Ql. was allowed for losses sustained in 
one of the mail coaches. Their law expenses 
were equally enormous. The bill of costs 
for law expenses in the post office depart¬ 
ment, during the last year, amounted to no 
lei# than 5,8001. Those of 1 he paving board 
were 2,0001. and similar exp cnees attended 
the board of commissioners for wide streets. 
The fees received by officers in all depart¬ 
ments of the revenue, weie also highly op¬ 
pressive ; those persons in subordinate situa¬ 
tions were in the habit of eX3Cting*enormous 
and oppressive fees. These were abuse* 
which called for an immediate investigation, 
and he was confident that such an investi¬ 
gation would be highly gratifying to the 
people of Ireland, who would chearfully pay 
large taxes, as soon as they saw the acts/or 
imposing them accompanied with a fair 
and accurate inquiry into all theahuses which 
prevented the due collection of the public 
revennh The great balances (hat remained 
in tRe hands of (he collectors, were another 
circumstance winch made an inquiry still 
jJioie,necessary. These had considerably 
increased during the last year. It appeared 
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large sums of the public money were now 
due, by some who had been promoted from 
subordinate to higher offices, and that de¬ 
ceased collec'ora, in whose hands balances 
had remained unpaid, left large estates be¬ 
hind them. The law expenses were not 
only enormous in every department of the re¬ 
venue ; but the sums in which offenders had 
beert convicted were remitted,and the public 
was thus deprived of the benefit arising fiom 
them. These were great evils, which fe- 
tquired a speedy investigation and cure. 

Mr. Foster said, he would not enter into 
my discussion on this subject until the bill 
parsed through parliament, and the com¬ 
missioners of inquiry should report their 
opinion to the house. 

Mr. Ormstys aid, the lion. bart. had stated 
many facts in a way that required explana¬ 
tion from him, in order to do away the im¬ 
pression they otherwise must make upon 
the house. The incidents ancl law expenses 
in the post office department had been oc¬ 
casioned chiefly by the many mail robberies 
which were committed. The commissioners 
of wide streets must necessarily have had 
numerous proceedings at law before they 
canid carry into effect the business for which 
th*y had been instituted; and surely no one 
could say, that 2,000b in one year was too 
great a sum tor the costs attending those 
proceedings; on the contrary, he consi¬ 
dered it a very low sum. As to the com- 
misMonners of the revenue having remitted 
penalties they had dune no more th3n exer¬ 
cise the same powers which belonged to thp 
commissioners in this country, who fre* 
quently used their discretion in extending 
indulgence to those who had been suffici¬ 
ently punished already. He was sorrj* to 
hear the horn bai t, make the statements he 
did, which he must deprecate, because they 
^ere made at a time when they could not 
be aosweied. 

Mr, Francis said, the hon. bart. appeared 
to him to have done no more than make a 
plain statement of facts; and he now wished 
to know, whether it was intended that 
there should be any correction of the abuses 
prevailing in Ireland, before the commis¬ 
sioners under tbg* intended bill should make 
their report ? * 

^ Mr. Foster sa'd, he only meant that there 
fthouid be no discussion, nor any regulation 
on the subject, until the commissioners 
should make their report. But, as to the 
immediate infection of abuses, all he eouM 
ifiow say "that he himself would answer 
for exertion should be made, in 

$ho to make the revenue ojffi- 

do their duty. 


Mr. Ormshy said, he thought it necessary 
to remove a very erroneous impression that 
seemed to dwell on the minds of gentlemen, 
with regard to the balances in the hands of 
collectors. Such balances had existed since 
the year iy 25, and lie himself never knew 
them less than gOOOOl. 

Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald said, that as one 
of those employed in the superintendence of 
the revenue in Ireland, he thought it neces¬ 
sary to say a few words on the subject of 
the sums in the hands of collectors. There 
certainly was the sum of 600 , 0001 . now 
outstanding j hut the monies actually paid 
into the hands of collectors bore a very 
small proportion to that sum. The treasury 
of Ireland had used indefatigable exertions 
in endeavouring that no more money should 
be in the hands of collectors than was abso¬ 
lutely necessary. One cause of money re¬ 
maining in their hands, was the difficulty 
of remitting it from distant parts of Ireland 
to the militia. But he could assure the 
house, that whenever the collectors appeared 
to have any disposition to keep money in 
their hands, the commissioners of the re¬ 
venue took the most prompt and effectual 
means to get it from them. 

Mr. Carry begged leave to trouble the 
house with a few observations on this sub¬ 
ject, in addition to what he had stated on a 
former da}*. So far from there being 
6 OO,0QOh in the hands of collectors, the house 
would be surprised to hear what that surn 
actually was. There was now a return of 
551,0001. outstanding revenue, charged to 
the collectors at this time* but this sum 
was not in their hands j they Ind riot yet 
received it. The house would see what the 
cause of this was from the fact which he was 
about to state. It was the custom for the 
surveyors of excise in Ireland, to go once a 
month and visit all persons subject to the 
excise duty; for instance, distillers and 
maltsters. They received returns from the 
gaugers or inferior excise officers, of the 
sums for which these were liable to pay, 
and they made a monthly return of them 
before they were paid; and the head col¬ 
lector made a return of them to the com¬ 
missioners ; and all these sums were charged 
to his account before ever they were col¬ 
lected in. The co'lector thus appears to 
have balances remaining in hand, when he 
has not received a shilling. The persons 
liable to the excise duty had generally a 
month’s credit in paying the money. With 
maltsters % and distillers this amounted to the 
Mtm of about 3 or 400,0001. The money, 
therefore, which was supposed, from the 
returns, to be in the collector’b hands, was 
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not paid. And he could assure the house, 
that of the GOO,OOOl. said to be due to the 
Irish govt., not above 50,0001. was actually 
in the hands of collectors. He now spoke 
from the written documents which he exa¬ 
mined ; and from which it appeared, that 
this sum did, since Jan. last, fluctuate from 
31,0001. to 4^,0001. which sum it never 
exceeded; that was all the collectors now 
had in their hands; and why so much 
was remaining in their possession, he had 
already explained to the house. In order to 
satisfy the house on this subject, he now 
gave notice, that he would to-morrow move 
lor certain returns, which would clearly shew 
that his statement was correct, and would 
put an end to all mistaken Views on the 
subject. 

Mr. Foster said, so far from having any 
objection to, he rather wished for, the pro¬ 
duction of the papers alluded to by the hon. 
gent. With respect to the balances remain¬ 
ing in hand,^he would mainlauf, that the 
sum of tiOO,0001, was now due to govt.; 
that it ought to have been received by this 
time; and that govt, could have compelled 
the payment of it. 

Mr. Francis s lid, that what he had heard 
from the several gentlemen who spoke on 
this subject, was sufficient to prove to him, 
that it was of considerable importance. He 
was glad to find that the rt. hon. gent. (Mr. 
Corry) intended to move for certain papers; 
and, until these were produced, he should 
forbear to make any further observations on 
the business. 

Mr. M. Fitzgerald, in explanation, said, 
that the Irish treasury was condoled by the 
govt., with regard to the power it had of 
enforcing the collection of the revenue. And 
that 49,0001. was the highest sum in the 
hands of the collectors.—The motion was 
then put and carried. 

[Scotch additional force bill.!— 
The Secretary at War moved the order of the 
day for receiving the leport of the bill for 
raising an additional force in Scotland. 

Lord A Hamilton said, that in duty to the 
nation at largo, and his conMituems in parti¬ 
cular, he must oppose the present bill. He 
particularly objected to the manner in which 
the men were to be raised, and afterwards 
disposed of. He wished to know how they 
were to be disp^td of in lane of peace ; 
how they were to be ictained in time of peace? 
and how they wre liable to be colled upon 
to serve again, should it be necessary ? The 
bill, he considered as nugatory in its imme¬ 
diate object: and in its permanent object un¬ 
constitutional. 

The Chancellor of th<; Exchequer said, he 
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was not prepared to give a precise answer to 
the noble lord's questions. All he would now 
say was, that whenever peace arrived, - it 
would be the object of parliament to consider 
what provisions should be necessary to keep 
up this force during the continuance of 
peace, and to fix the times for calling it out. 

Mr. Kinnaird declared his feeling of this 
measure to be, that of his having double the 
objection to it which he would to the other 
biil relating to England. He would allude to 
one point in which England and Scotland 
differed materially, and that was with respect 
to the militia. He certainly thought the mi¬ 
litia had been increased to too great an ex¬ 
tent in England; and therefore the reduction 
of it was no evil; but that was not the case 
in Scotland, where the militia was in point 
of discipline nearly equal to a regular force. 
In that country* more than any other, the 
younger sons of gentlemen were in the habit 
of getting iqjothe army* and of seeing actual 
service. Many of these persons went into 
the milifia, and the consequence was, that 
the militia of Scotland was better officered 
than that of any other country. In the ab¬ 
sence, therefore, of regular troops, Scotland 
safely relied on the militia for defence ; and 
by the aid of the spirit and the exertions of 
the distinguished commander in chief in that 
country, they were rendered so perfect In 
discipline, as to be inferior to no troops what¬ 
ever. From these considerations it must be 
very unwise to reduce any of the militia in 
Scotland. Between this bill and the other, 
there was another material difference, and 
that was the machinery possessed by Eng¬ 
land for raising men, which was not in Scot¬ 
land. Here the poor laws would be this 
means of getting men in every parish. Ia 
Seotlaud there were no poor laws, and there¬ 
fore the heritors of parishes lnd not the same 
machinery to work with. But as these he¬ 
ritors weie in general country gentlemen, the 
mode they would adopt would be to mett 
and assess themselves to raise a certain sum 
of money, and that would be given to the 
crimps for raising the men. This, therefore, 
would be a tax on the proprietors of land, 
or, in other words, a land-tax; which was 
directly contrary to the articles of the Union 
with Scotland—-a violation of a solemn en¬ 
gagement, which he exiled upon the Irish 
members to oppose, lest a similar violation 
of the union between their country and this 
might take place. 

* Mr, Robert Danyas defended the bill, and 
observed, that so far from heritor^ subscribe 
ing money to employ uiuios he believed 
they would have influence enough among 
ihtir tenants and neighbours to .:et the fun 
* 
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complement of men required of the parishes. 
As to land-tax in Scotland, the same ob¬ 
jection applied to the militia and army of re¬ 
serve acts. 

The Secretary at IFur observed, that the 
bon. gent, who complained of a land-tax in 
Scotland had declared, last year, that H was 
abroach of the union with Scotland to lay a 
duty on malt there. But would die hon. 
gent, say, that a measure, which the exi¬ 
gency of the present moment rendered abso¬ 
lutely nece^ry, was now to be opposed, 
because it might contain something; . oniraty 
to an act pass* d 100 years ago ?—The j\ pot t 
was then leceived, and the bill was ordered 
tp be read a 3d time to-morrow. 

[Counterfeit Dollars’ Bill.] —On 
the 2d reading of the bill to preventthe coun¬ 
terfeiting of dollars, 

Mr. Princep opposed the principle of the 
bill. He began by taking notice of the se¬ 
veral ilsues made by the bfcnk v of dollars, 
*md their lefusal afterwards to take many of 
them back* He then observed, that, for 
the first time, parliament was called upon 
.to sanction a proceeding, which declared, 
that certain pieces of coin should not fie coun¬ 
terfeited } and, he would ask, what security 
was there that these pieces of coin were not 
counterfeits ? No coin should be suffered to * 
circulate under the sanction of parliament, 
which did not come from the mint. This 
money was coined by au individual at Bir¬ 
mingham ; who could tell to what an extent 
this money might not be Coined there ? or 
how many counterfeits might not be made ? 
A coining machine was to be exported to 
Denmark } who could tell but in that coun¬ 
try counterfeit money might not be coined 
and sent over here ? He objected to those 
pieces, because they had the king’s image on ' 
them; because they took aw$y from his 
majesty’s prerogative; and because tln-re 
was no check as to the quantity which might 
be issued. He hoped that some regulation 
might be made to correct the silver specie of 
the country. The dollais were but a short 
time in circulation, when they were called 
in by the bank, and he tfas informed, that 
silver coin was now frequently brought here 
from France, and deposited in bags at the 
houses of different bankers, which wiight ul¬ 
timately be detrimental to the public at 
large, * 

Mr. St urges Bourne observed, that those 
medah, as the bon. gent, styled tSem* or 
coins, were issued not as from the royal riling 
but upon the credit of the bank of Etiglan^, 
m silver promissory notes. It was m# com¬ 
pulsory on the public*to accept thqtn if they 
did not chuse, any more than to accept the 
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paper notes of the bank; but as both were 
an accommodation to the public, and would 
bo equaliy ac' epted as such, th< question 
was, w)v rh-r it would not be politic to guard 
the public against fraud by the forgery of 
the dollars as wtllason that of banknotes, 

Sir M Bloxam declared, that as iar as his 
connexions led him t:> fuini .my «p» i n on 
the subject, he had n wr }■* ,rd of any such 
eirenmatiinr. as uj-.ivy u \k\ bought fioui 
j Fiance to this country, and ucpnsited in the 
hauls ofbaokrr? '1 he bank directors were 
a body of men that merited the highest re¬ 
spect from every Englshman ; they wtre 
men of the strictest integrity, and pn.se^ed 
of the highest sense of honour ; their feel¬ 
ing towards the public at large was mani¬ 
fested in the support which they, at diff rent 
times, gave to the, credit and rr'prctibdity 
of the nation, both in comma eal and other 
transactions. They could no* hr fairly sus¬ 
pected of doing any thing which would be 
in the least^rfemmcntal to the iijtaed of the 
public. As a banker, he must declare that he 
did not know of such a fact, nor did he sup¬ 
pose it probable that any banker was now 
purchasing dollars from the Fiench.—The 
bill was then read a 2d lime, and ordered to 
be referred to a committee to morrow. 

[Slave Tku>b.J- Mr WUhrforce 

moved the order of the day, ior the fuuher 
Consideration of the report of the slave tiade 
abolition bill, and then moved that counsel be 
called in upon (he same, 

Mr. Deni. said, that since the union with 
Ireland, there were many members in that 
house who had never s< en the e\ idt nee taken 
some years before at the bar of the house. 
This was a thing the numbers were entitled 
to, and therefore he) wished the lion, member 
would put off the consideration of this busi- 
* ness tor a longer time. 

Mr. Wilhvrforce shortly replied ; after 
which the motion was agreed to, afid counsel 
were called in: Mr. Pigothat mg been heard, 
Mr. Plomer was going to reply j when 
'Mr. Fuller rose, and proposed that the 
farther hearing of counsel should be post¬ 
poned to afford the petitionets time to pre¬ 
pare. 

Mr. Pitt objected, alleging that the case 
had been fully argued, that the house was 
already in possession of sufficient information 
upon the subject, and that there was no rea* 
son to expect that the, further argument of 
counsel would throw any new Jjight upon it.* 
—•The question being put, that the bill be 
engrossed^ a division took place, when there 
appeared—Ayes 52 — noes 9 .—The bill was 
then ordered to be read a 3d time on Wed¬ 
nesday.—Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday , June 26 . 

The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in tht ir rt spective stages.—It was ordered, 
on the motion of herd Waisirigham, that 
the f hum to the /'louche Peerage be taken 
into fm thtv consideration on Thursday by 
the committee of privileges.—The Addi¬ 
tional Torre hill, alter a short conversa¬ 
tion betv.oen the Earl of Radnor, Duke 
of Montrose, and the Earl of Camden, 
vent UnoLigh a committee, without any 
amendment; the report was received, and 
the bill ordered to be read a 3d time to- 
xnoirow.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday , June 26 . 

At four o'clock, there being only 38 
members present, the house adjourned 
to to-morrow, 

L __ 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, June 27* 
[Minutes.] —The Additional Force 
bill for Scotland, the Irish Linen bill, and 
the Woollen Penalties Suspension bill 
were brought up from the Commons, and 
read a hi hi time.—TigUe's Divorce bill was 
read a 3d time, and passed, 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.]—The Mar¬ 
quis of Abereorn rose and said, that, ill 
bringing loiward the petition against Mr. 
.lustice Fox, he had expressed his hope, 
that the proceedings would have followed 
on the part of govt. lie had waited a due 
tune, to see that hope realized, lie was 
happy to learn, that on the part of govt, 
every disposition existed to * facilitate the 
true end of substantial justice in thi# affair. 
But, he was sorry to find, that all the 
trouble must devolve upon himself. He, 
however, would discharge his duty, since 
the important trust had devolved on him, 
of galling upon the house *to afford that 
protection to the magistrates, the gentry, 
and the people of Ireland, which is en¬ 
joyed in this country. From that mo¬ 
ment, he trusted, he should mingle no 
acrimony, no personal motives wkh that 
. duty. He should consider Judge Fox as 
clothed with all the privileges of an ac¬ 
cused person. , He would ask nothing of 
their lordships, but to execute justice-r¬ 
and justice in mercy; and if it should ap¬ 
pear that Judge Fox had forgotten to do 
that, if he had administered justice with 
V0L.II. 


the bitterness of piivate passions, he would 
find an example in their lordships, that 
justice is to be mildly and patiently, as 
well as impartially administered. He call¬ 
ed upon their lordships, as well as those 
holding high offices in the govt, as others, 
to aid him in this great task. A noble and 
learned lord (Loid Carleton) had pre¬ 
sented a petition from Judge Fox, and 
had grounded a motion in behalf of that 
judge, and had done so very properly. Ho 
begged the noble lord to attend to, and 
indeed to superintend all the future pro¬ 
ceedings. He hoped the noble and learn¬ 
ed lord would afford him all the aid of his * 
talent and knowledge. lie had no per¬ 
sonal feelings or motives in this discharge 
of liis duty. IJis personal share of the 
complaint against Judge Fox, he could 
have been glad to have left out of the fu¬ 
ture proceedings, but they made part of 
that judge’s conduct in* the discharge of 
his judicial functions. Nevertheless, they 
should be treated by him only as such. 
With respect to the time when the further 
proceedings might be expected, he wished 
to say a word or two. Many petitions he 
had received against Judge Fox. 'These 
were generally conceived in terms so un«»- 
parliamentary, that tl^jpy must be sent back 
to be altered in that respect. The persons 
complaining were many, and lay at a great 
distance. All this would necessarily con¬ 
sume time; but there was another cause 
would occasion delay. He had never 
spoken to Judge Foxin his life; but he 
understood that judge was not prepared to 
meet all the charges against him; and, on 
his part, wished for delay. He would 
accede to every wish of that judge consist¬ 
ently with the ends of justice, lie did not, 
for the reasons he had assigned, think the 
business could be brought to an issue dur¬ 
ing this session. 

The Earl of Moira said, that if the 
late govt, had forborne to bring forward 
any measure against Mr. Justice Fox, it 
was not to be concluded that th !a y had 
neglected a grave accusation, in a matter 
of so much importance. It was rather to 
be presumed, that they had weighed the 
affair with the attention it deserved, and 
perhaps it would be no false presumption 
to conclude, from their silence, that the 
charges *had not that foundation, which 
those, "who forwarded them to the govt, 
supposed. The charges brought forward 

I by*the poble marquis might also prove to 
be less weighty than they appear to be m 
3 H 
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the first statement, it being the nature of wav. a<= to afiiml lmn an opportunity ot 
such things to be frequently erroneous. ieju 11 mg the clime* s. lie jeuiiu acd, that 
lie was entirely unacquainted wnh any whui the noble maiquis fust In ought tor- 
part of this matter of complaint against ward the business, bo had pscM-nted a 
the learned judge, and was almost as much petition. but m his speech hud stated many 
a stranger to that judge as the noble, mar- allegation-;, winch had no conuetlion with 
quis stated himself to be. But he must that petition.— fills 11. H- the l)ule ot 
consider the state in winch the kunion CLiremo i‘q cut* dlv cried, hear! I'.e.u ! m 
judge would stand, if the proceeding’s the cuuro oi the noble lord’s t-pcech.] 
should rest here till the ensuing sessions. The Mniqms o! Abet com assured their 
What has been urged against bun, ir be- lord-hq a, he had hmi inluinud that Mr. 
fore the public, with very high coiounng. Justice Fox wished the pioceedmp to be 
The noble marquis professes that Judge delayed until next session, lie was sur- 
Fox shall have no grievance to complain prised that any thing like saica* m bad 
of. Now he did think R a great giiev- lallen from tlu noble t ai 1 and. the learned 
ance, that in all the interval between this lord who sjokchisf, and still nn re, that 
and the next session oi paihamcnt, the it should seem to he suppmted by an il- 

learned judge shall not only have the luslrious prr\<m, who u nanny \u". iyl 

charges of the petition resting upon him, pit rent when he fint calkd tin alu-inion 
but many others slated in ti e spu’ch of oi their Joidsbips to this bie-uU‘s. Hu 

the noble marquis. Hi, 1 iheiefore thought laid not prejudged the question, hut be 

the bnble nmrqui^ bound, at least, tour- would iy, hyj olheueadv. that it a judge 
line, and reduce to a precise statement m idiouhl be proved to h.ne imposed arhi- 
petiiions, all the complaints against the IrariU a line of 6001. on one oi his Ma- 
luurned judge, to transmit him copies of je-t\’s subjects, tliat was a tram,actum 
these, to fix the time for final proceed- wbu h could not be jmldiod. 
im T s, and to describe the mode of the pro- T Lord Chancellor approved of the 
feedings. With respect to the latter, he did suggestions thrown out by llie noble and 
not think their lordships could proceed to learned viscount, oi reducing the chmges 
a final issue, in thcjfourse they were now to a specific hum. Mucii deliberation 
takin". lie would not pi ess that iarther; should precede so Serious an act as that of 
but he. was sure it became the nob]e mar- bringing forward charges oi accusation 
qurs now, during this session, to reduce to against any one; and when limy were 
precise terms all the complaints against the brought ibiward, they should bo n-stneled 
learned judge. * and coufsikul as much as possible to that 

Lord C(trkfon thought it would best suit precise and intelligible shape, that the 
with the dignity of their lordships* pro- person aroused should, at the hid bhioh, 
Ctedimis, on so very important and so,- rlcaily comprehend the nature of the 
rious an occasion, if the heeds of uccusa- charge, ami know to a certainty what that 
tion were reduced into a precise and tech- particular offence was against winch he 
nicab form. It would bo but a pursuance had to defend himself. It would be m- 
of that candid and fair inode of proceed- cumb&it on their lordship®, il this arm¬ 
ing, which usually obtained in all cases sation was to be heard by them, to deter- 
that were submitted to so great a tribunal mine, as soon as possible, the mode in 
as that composed by their lordships, that which it should be heard. Win n that 
the person accused should have certain great improvement in the constitution, 
information of those facts it was intended the independence of the judges, took 
to allege against him. The mere imputa- place, it was enacted that they should be 
tion of misconduct Was a very great affiie- rernoveable only on an address to his Ma- 
tion to an) 7 man of feeling; but when it jesty from either house of paiiiamenu 
was thrown out against a poison filling the There was also another mode in which a 
dignified situation that the learned judge judge'who had misconducted himself in 
did, the punishment in that instance was the exercise of his office may be pro- 
aggravated iu a tenfold degree. His lord- ceecled against, and that was, by an im- 
ship trusted that the learned jud^e would peachment brought by the Commons be- 
not be compelled to liqger under tins tor- fore that house. As this was the only 
ture of hi supination, but that the noj^le instance ^sincts the Revolution in which 
marquis would, in the course of this sea- charges had been brought forward against 
jsiottp bring forward the subject in such a a person filling so sacred, important, and 
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dignified a situation as that of one of the 
judges of the land, sworn to administer 
the laws with truth and impartiality, he 
thought thur lordships could, not be too 
cautious or (ireumspect in the obsCnance 
of those tonus winch the example of this 
case would operate hereafter as prece¬ 
dents. 

The Duke of Clarence coincided with 
the noble and learned lord on the wool¬ 
sack, m the observations he had made, 
lie ^thought it a veiv great grievance for 
any limn, much less one of ins Majesty’s 
judges,, to continue for a considerable 
time under the odium of accusations of 
winch lie may possibly be acquitted. lie 
had known accusations of a most serious 
indnie impending over* a man for many 
ycais, and tei inmate at last in nothiug. 

Loin UuuLshury declared, that lie had 
the most p< rfect confidence m the upright¬ 
ness ol the motives by whicii the conduct 
of the noble marquis was governed. lit,* 
was persuaded that Ills noble friend had 
not brought forward a single charge, w hich 
he was not convinced, in ins own opinion, 
he had not the means o( substantiating, 
it would be lor their lordships when they 
should bo called on judicially to decide 
on these lac ts to tarn: the twiddleu into 
tiit :r c om*.delation; but until they should 
be so c.dlcd upon, it would be indecorous, 
or at least pjemalme, to enter mto any 
discnsinoii o| a. In the present stage ol 
their procei dmg>, they slwuid coniine! 
then .selves meicly to an arrangement of 
;!:e pick le in whuh they should proceed m 
tue ne-.t session, before which time this 
subjrct most piobably would not conn 1 
Ik loie tli« m. There weie, in his opinion, 
but two mo'bo; one was fur the noble 
lord to riM’ in his place, and to state that* 
lie had charges of great moment to biiug 
forward against one ol the judges, which 
charges should be afterwaids written 
clown ; and tiie second was, to have them 
presented to their lordships in the form of 
petitions. In both cases it would be pro¬ 
per, that the persons complained against 
.mould be furnished with copies of those 
charges. 

The Marquis of Abcrcorn professed him- 
pc If realty to pursue the plan pointed out 
by the noble sec. of state, and said he 
should be glad of the assistance of the 
noble; and learned viscount (Lord Carle* 
ton), m preparing the charges, the subject 
of winch he would be happy to submit to 


him.—Here the noble marquis ’was inter¬ 
rupted by the Bishop of St. Asaph, who 
called fur the order of the day. The, 
noble marquis said, lit' could not conceive 
why the learned pi elate called him to 
older. 

The Bishop of St. Asaph observed, the 
noble marquis might, without the spirit of 
divination, have discoveiud why he called 
for the order of the day. A conversation 
had continued for a consiclerable time 
without any motiuu, and a conversation in 
that house without a motion, was a con¬ 
versation about nothing. 

The Duke of Clarence differed in opi- 
nion*from the learned prelate, lie thought 
tliis as important a conversation as ever 
occurred m that house. lie regretted, 
however, that their lordship* had got into 
g. situation in which it wits difficult to say 
where they were, and how they were to 
proceed. * 

The Lord Chancellor thanked the noble 
and learned prelate lbr putting him in 
mind of his duty. The conversation was, 
throughout the whole ot it, irregular, and 
contrary to order; for there was no mo¬ 
tion before the house, and the sooner 
they got rid of it, and returned to that 
point lrom whence they set out, the 
l letter, 

[An d i t ioN al Fouc e Bill.] — Earl 
Camden moved the order of the day for 
the. third rending of the Additional Force 
bill; which being read, 

The Earl of Suffolk rose to oppose it, 
on the ground that it was not calculated to 
answer Us purpose, lie observed, that it 
! would not raise men so speedily as they 
| would be wanted; and that other means 
| of defence were really necessary, besides 
; raising men. The fortifications ol the 
coast were not what, in his opinion, they 
ought to be. He adverted to the mariello 
towers, which, he iusisted, would be of 
the most essential service, if properly dis¬ 
posed along the coast; or there was ano¬ 
ther species 'of fortification, which, was 
called block-house towers, that would be 
found of the greatest use. The expenco 
of these would not be above lOOOl, or 
l,100l. each, which was a mere trilk in 
point of magnitude, when compared to 
one not nearly so uselul or important, 
which ha*d cost the country such immense 
sums.-* He alluded to the barracks, on 
which not less than 2.300,000b and up¬ 
wards had been lately expended in ths 
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most lavish way. In one place he had 
been informed, they paid as high as 5s. a 
• day to men who only carried the hod with 
mortar; the consequence of which wa% 
that instead of being a place of labour, 
it was merely a scene of d^sipation and 
drunkenness, except on a Sunday, when 
they worked from morning till night, be¬ 
cause they received double pay, 10s. a 
day; a circumstance which revolted all 
the moral and religious people m the 
neighbourhood. If it was not so late in 
the session, he should think it necessary 
io submit a motion on the subject to them 
lordships’ consideiation. 1Jis Inrtlfhip was 
proceeding to observe* on the fur lifuxPt ions 
• at and near Dover, when he was called to 
order hv 

Lord Muff rate, who raid, that what the 
noble lord was adverting to had nothing t# 
do with the bill tljon under considei ation. 

The Lend Chancellor said, the noble 
Earl was certainly out ofouler. He could 
not speak of such matters as were not ap¬ 
plicable to the bill.’ As to the points to 
which the noble Earl alluded, he could 
not then take notice ol them unless he 
moved for a committer, and then he hoped 
the noble Lari would give notice of such 
motion. 

The Earl of Suffolk said, he thought he 
was strictly in order, in speaking to the 
points he did, as the present was a bill 
that concerned the defence of the country ; 
and what he wished to touch upon did the 
same. He thought it of great, importance 
that the real defence of the country should 
be seriously attended to; which he though! 
was not the case by the introduction of the 
present bill. As he could not, however, 
according to the opinion of noble lords, 
proceed regularly with the observations he 
was about to make, without moving for a 
committee, he should at present content 
himself with giving his positive negative to 
the bill. 

Lord Dc DunstantHle said, that as he 
had not m any previous stage of the bill 
delivered hi* sentiments on it, he hoped to 
be indulged with a few observations now. 
lie disapproved the bill, because he thought 
it was only an humble imitation of the 
army of ueservr* protesting to do a great 
deal mores but, in his opinion, jt would 
really do less. It was to be put in* force, 
and executed by men who were not h*y any 
means Calculated for, or adapted to 4he 
office. 'I he overseers of parishes were 
yfwqll known to be taken from three classes 
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of men, farmers, tradesmen, and manu¬ 
facturers, all of whom had business on 
their hands, more than they could well 
manage, and who would have no leisure 
to enter on their new offices of recruiting 
serjeants. The men would therefore not 
be raised, and the parishes of course bur¬ 
dened with lines, which, accoidmg to the 
principle of the bill, would fall most mu 
equally and unjustly on the landed in¬ 
terest. He repeated, that it was not so 
efficient a bill as that for the army of re¬ 
serve, and paid a high compliment to the 
late administration for the great finer they 
had raided iy so shot! a time, and for tin ir 
unexampled adheienoe to the pi incudes of 
economy. 

Lord Harrnwhy defended die bill; as did 
the Lord Chancellor, whoobsei ved, that the 
bill would U nd to throw the burdens more 
equally on persons than the arni>, ot r* - 
serve act had done; fir, by that a'*!, p< i- 
sons that possessed an income ot Kl.ouol. 
per annum, paid no more than the lowest 
menial servant lie could not, therHorr, 
agree with the noble lord, that it was a 
wor»e measure than thp arm\ of reseive 
| act.—The bill was then read a 3d tune and 
passed.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, June 27. 

[Minutes.] —Sir V. Nepean brought 
up the Irish Arluiuona! Eurie bill. 
Head a first time, and ordeicd to be 
read a second time to-morrow, and to 
be printed.—'The house went into a 
committee on the insolvent Debtors' bill. 
'The bill was gone through paragraph by 
paragraph, the blanks tilled up, and cm 
the house being resumed, the report or¬ 
dered to be received to-morrow.—The Li¬ 
verpool E, India Prize Goods bill was or¬ 
dered to be lead a 3d time.—A person 
from the Duchy of Lancaster office* pre¬ 
sented an office copy ot the grant of the 
place of Prothonotary of the Common 
Pleas in the Duchy of Lancaster to the 
Hon. J. C.Villiers, a member ot that house. 
Ordered to lie on the table. Mr. Hose 
then gave notice, that he should to-mor¬ 
row submit a motion to the house on the 
subject of this paper.—The Woollen Ma¬ 
nufacturers’ Penalty Suspension lull was 
read a 3d time and passed.—Mr. Western 
brought up the bill for regulating the ex¬ 
portation and importation of corn, founded 
on the report of the corn committee; read 
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a 1st time. On the question that the bill 
be read a 2d time, a short convocation 
took place between Mr. Putteson and Mr. 
Western, as to the mqst convenient mode 
of proceeding, when, at the suggestion of 
the Speaker, the bill was ordered to be 
read a 2d time to-morrow, after which it 
is to be committed pro forma to have the 
blanks filled up, and then ordered to be 
primed.—The Scotch Additional Force 
bill was read a 3d time and passed.—The 
Secretary at War brought up the Foreign 
Troops bill, which was read a 1st time, 
and ordered to be 1 read a 2d time to¬ 
morrow.—Mr. Owen, from the E. India 
House, presented an account of the par¬ 
ticulars of ibe account made up to the 1st 
of March, 1804, shewing the claim of the 
E. India Company on govt, lor the sum 
of 4,018,0301. Ordered to lie on the table, 
and to be printed —The bill for authoriz¬ 
ing the issue of Exchequer bills on the cre¬ 
dit of the aids of 1804, was read a 2d 
lime, and ordered to be committed to¬ 
morrow.—Mr. Alexander brought up the 
report ol the committee on Expiring Laws. 
The resolutions were read, and an order 
made for the house to go into a committee 
to-morrow.—Mr. Foster brought up the 
bill tor raising certain additional Duties on 
Customs and Excise m Ireland, and for 
enforcing the payment of the Irish Reve¬ 
nues in English currency. Read a 1st time, 
and ordered to be read a 2d time to¬ 
morrow.—The Irish Stamp Duty bill was 
read a 2d time, and ordered to be com¬ 
mitted.—The .Irish Corn Regulation bill 
was read a 3d time and passed.—Mr. Fos¬ 
ter moved that the house do v to-morrow, 
resolve itself into a committee, to consider 
of the propriety of repealing so much of 
the 32d and 44th of his Majesty, as give 
the Lord Lieut, of Ireland the power of 
prohibiting the use of oatmeal in distilling. 
Ordered. 

[Lord Kit/w arden's Family.] —The 
house having resolved itself into a com¬ 
mittee on Ins Majesty’s message, relative 
to the family of the late Lord Kilwarden; 

Mr. Pi ft rose and said, that he hoped 
the proposition he had to submit, would 
meet the unanimous concurrence of the 
committee. He then moved the follow¬ 
ing resolution; u That an annuity of 4 
12001. be granted from the consolidated 
fund of Ireland, to the widow of the late 
Lord Kilwarden, Chief Justice of Ins Ma¬ 
jesty's Court of King's Bench in Ireland, 
to be held by her during her life ; and that 
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after her death, the same to be settled in the 
following manner ; viz. SOOl. a year to the 
sou, bearing the tide of Lord Kilwarden, • 
and 4001. a year to each of the two daugh¬ 
ters of the late Lord Kilwarden, and that 
this said annuity do commence from the 
23d of July, 1803." The resolution was 
agreed to, and the report ordered to be 
received to-morrow. 

[Calico Printers.] —Mr Sheridan 
rose, to call the* attention of the house to 
a subject of considerable importance. lie 
hud before him a petition presented to the 
house some time since from avast number 
of the journeymen calico printers, com¬ 
plaining of various grievances. This peti¬ 
tion had been referred to the consideration 
of a committee, with orders to report their 
opinion thereon. The result was such 
as he was aware had not unfrequently 
occurred, but which, ip his mind, and 
that of many of the best informed men in 
that house, namely, that the committee, 
after some examination of the case, thought 
proper to adjourn sine die , and thus evaded 
bringing up any report whatever. This 
was a sort of proceeding which ought at all 
times to alarm the jealousy of the house, 
for most unquestionably no committee 
could have the right of finally deciding 
upon any case thus referred to them for 
investigation. Their province was merely 
to lay before the house a brief of the case, 
and the evidence, with their opinion an¬ 
nexed, but it did not belong to them to 
assume to be the ultimate judge. The 
adjournment in the instance he alluded to 
was, he observed, the more to be regretted, 
as the petitioners, whose means were very 
small (the wages of not one of whom ex¬ 
ceeded 30s. a week) had expended above 
10001. in consequence of their application 
to pailiarnent, and had also exhausted a 
good deal of time. They had brought up 
a number of witnesses from the remotest 
parts of G. Britain, some of whom had 
been examined before the committee.—The 
horn member added, that several of these 
poor journeymen had been, both during 
the last and the present session, attending 
upon the house in so art h of redress. Their 
case was one which he felt to be extremely 
hard. He begged it, however, to be, un¬ 
derstood, that he meant no reflection upon 
the gent, who composed the committee. 
They,* he had tio doubt, thought them¬ 
selves right in withholding the discussiofl 
of this Object from the \;ouse ; but in this 
he differed with them most decidedly. 
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Upon the ^nature of the dispute between 
the petitioners and their employers, he 
wwalcl not at present pronounce an opi¬ 
nion. He entertained a sanguine hope 
that it would, during the recess, be ami¬ 
cably adjusted to the satisfaction of all par¬ 
ties. lie knew that such an adjustment 
was very practicable. If, however, it 
should not take place, and that his expect¬ 
ations should be disappointed, he pledged 
himself to bring the subject before the 
house in the shape of a motion for leave 
to bring in a bill to redress the giievances 
complained of by the petitioners. 

Mr. if, Lascellcs said, that he was one 
of the committee alluded to by the hon, 
gent, and that in his opinion, and that of 
his colleagues, the petitioners had not 
made out a case to sustain the allegations 
contained in their petition. They, there¬ 
fore, adjourned for 3 months, meaning to 
bring up no leptm. The hon. member 
might, however, if he wished, have the 
minutes of the evidence laid before the 
house, 

Mr. Dent, as one of the committee, cor¬ 
roborated the sentiments of the last 
speaker, and deprecated the claims of the 
petitioners, 

Mr, Sheridan asked those hon. gent, 
win, if the petitioners had made no cu e, 
the committee to which they belonged did 
not report that to the house, and upon 
What ground that committee could assume 
to decide the question? The hon. member 
deprecated any discussion upon the merits 
of the petition alluded to, without having 
the report of the committee before the 
bouse. He had abstained from any opi¬ 
nion upon the subject, and he did think, 
that it wculd have been more becoming in 
the hon. gent, to have abstained from it 
also; all he now asked for the poor peti¬ 
tioners, in whose behalf he addressed the 
house, was this, that their Cfcse might not 
be prematurely gone into, and that the 
report of the committee might be brought 
up. This, he hoped, would riot be deem¬ 
ed unreasonable on their part. They were 
opposed in this case by a number of very 
wealthy men, wiio, derived that wealth 
from their labour, and ,many of those 
wealthy men were in town during the sit¬ 
tings of the committee, and regularly at¬ 
tended it. He hoped, however, Mmt such 
an opposition, or its influence, vvoMd not 
preclude the petitioners from experiencing 
tlie liberality and justice of that fcouseU- 
Dent rose, but the Speaker stating 


that there was no question before the 
house, the conversation dropped. 

Mr, Dent afterwards moved, that the 
minutes of the evidence taken before the 
committee on the petition of the journeymen 
calico printers should be laid before the 
house. Ordered. 

[Prize Aoenct Bill.] —Mr. Jcrik t 
moved, that the order of the day be now 
read for the second reading of the prize 
agency bill. The order being read, the 
hon. gent, rose, and expressed his regret, 
that froin the proceeding upon this hill hav¬ 
ing been postponed so frequently from day 
to day, and from the many important ob¬ 
jects for consideration which it involved, 
and the very advanced period of the ses¬ 
sion, it was almost impracticable now to 
carry it into adoption. He had, however, 
the strong assurance that it was in the con¬ 
templation of his 4 Majesty's present minis¬ 
ters to bring forward early in the next ses¬ 
sion, another hill, having similar obj* Us 
in view; for the present, therefore, lie 
should move that this bill be read the 2d 
time this day 3 months. 

Sir Charh'* /Ve expressed extreme re¬ 
gret that the lam. member should with¬ 
draw the bill, even late rs it was m Jim 
session, when he reflected hmv wry enoi- 
mous and oppressive the grieve aces \/e; e 
which that bill was calculated to remedy, 
and how loudly and urgently they called 
for parliamentary interference; and lie 
thought, that whatever wore the delects 
of the present bill, they might be easily 
remedied in a commit Lee, rather than 
postpone till next session a measure so 
indispensably necessary to check a series 
of the mosf flagitious fraud and oppres¬ 
sion, upon a gallant and meritorious h t 
of men, the officers and seamen of our 
navy, He had in his hand documents to 
shew, that some of the most flagitious in¬ 
stances of such fraud and oppression prac¬ 
tised by the prize courts and prize agents 
in the West Indies, as were scarcely cre¬ 
dible without the clearest testimony. The 
document was sent to him from the West 
Indies by a gallant young friend now no 
more, the son of a worthy member of 
this house, Admiral Havers; and this ac¬ 
count states, that upon the proceedings 
♦for the condemnation of 31 prizes, the pro¬ 
duce qf which was but 163,0001. the 
charges in the prize court amounted to 
51,0001.; and beside this, the charges for 
agency amounted to 50,0001. more, llis 
gallant young friend, Captain Havers, whu 
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wrole this account but a f»*w lu>urs before l thor principle for which Ik* disliked the 
be expiietl, sl,it/*d iurll.er, th.it lu* had I lull was, that it went directly to take away 
Ik on tor a f.tMi-jr* of 8 years endeavouring’ horn four-fifths of the classes of men on 1 
to obtain jiitthc and the payment of the board ships of war, the right of appointing 
prize* money due to himself and Ins gal- tlu it own agents, and this for a reason that 
Jant ship's companies, but m vain. Was was pretty obvious. 

this, he would a-k, to be to! rated to- Mr. Francis observed, that every inea- 
waids that loyal and gallant che s of men burn of iemulation supposed abuse, and 
who composed the British navy; and that abuses were supposed to exist was 
whose biavery and endurance of every notorious. When the lion, gent brougH 
danger and hardship weie so cheerfully in the bill,be had been convinced of its pro- 
and indefatigably exerted m the cause of priety by his arguments; but lie confessed 
the country ? or was it a case that should that the arguments he had now used for its 
admit of delay, or be preceded by any delay had not produced the same convic- 
oLher object for parliamentary considcra- tion on lus mind. 

turn? It was a question oi public jus- Mr. Jervis explained his reason to have 
tice, and not of party, and therefore he been a distiuct assurance on the part of 
saw the less pretence for postponing the his Majesty’s ministers, that a measure 
adoption of the measure, and must fin- would be brought forward pext session to 
(“rely 1 egret it. The bon. bart. stated meet the same object, 
ako another instance, where a fiigate off The Advocate General, said, that there 
(inland had taken 12 fishing vessels be- was no doubt whatever on the part of his 
longing to the enemy, valued at 12001. in Majesty’s govt, that very flagitious frauds 
rerovmiug which,, expences had been in- and grievances had existed iu the West 
curred to the amount of o70l. which was Indies, as stated by the hon. Admiral; 
more than one half of the oiigiual sum. but it was not to be concluded that, be- 
Tho complaints, he said, on this subject cause the present bill was withdrawn, for 
bad not been taken up lightly, and there- the motives assigned by the hon. gent, in 
fore deserved a serious hearing. If the order to the introduction of another bill 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had any se- for similar purposes early in the next ses- 
nous intention of bringing in a bill of the sion, that govt, had takeu no steps to 
same nature early next session, ho had no check the mischiefs complained of: the 
objection that this bill should be now. truth was, that govt, had taken the most 
dropped. But unless something equally effectual means in its power, by lessening 
Hfh lent should be substituted m its place, the number of prize courts, limiting the 
he would consider it his duty to oppose fees payable in prize courts, obliging the 
any delay. agents'to pay into the offices of govt, the 

Mr. IF. DicJxcnson assured the house, ♦net proceeds of the prizes sold by them; 
that a measure ol a similar tendency would and thus taking out of their hands the 
be submitted early next session. A bill, temptation to protract proceedings which 
he said, when wrong in its outset, was not a possession of the money was apt to ere* 
so easily collected afterwards. The bill ate. Of the result of those measures he 
which was afterwards to be brought for- hoped there would be speedy and satis- 
ward, would be found better adapted to factory accounts; and with respect to the 
remedy the evils complained of. circumstance of the 12 fishing boats, stated 

Sir IV. El ford disliked the present bill, by the hon. Admiral, it did happen, that 
because it was formed upon the illiberal a copy of that very document was some 
and unjust principle of supposing all man- days since laid before’the principal judge 
kind thieves and robbers, and guarding of the Admiralty Court for his considera* 
against them as such. lie would not deny, tion; and that learned judge, and not 
that in almost every class of society, indi- parliament, in the first instance, was the 
viduals might be found, whose conduct proper source whither to resort for redress, 
and principles were disgraceful to the rank which, he was confident, that learned 
they filled; this might be the case with judge weyuld be ready to grant, if 
respect to the prize agents, and even with but which, if he refused, there would theu 
respect to commissioners of the Admi- beTime enough to appeal to parliamentary 
ralty ; hut w as it therefore to be .contend- authority, lie himself could, however, 
ed, that all were equally bad, and equally tell the hon. admiral, Jthat the only fee 
obnoxious to suspicion and sevyity ? Ano- ( charged in that court on condemnation of 
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those boats, was 6 guineas each, and that 
the remainder of the expences were in- 
. curred at oul-ports, and by expence of 
prize keepers, os well as by separate pro¬ 
ceedings by different Owners, which could 
not occur if those vessels had been one 
capture, and not different onbs, at differ¬ 
ent times and places, under which circum¬ 
stances the expences incurred were as great 
as if they had been 3 2 lndiamen. 

Mr, Burroughs stated, that similar com¬ 
plaints existed with respect to prizes cap¬ 
tured in the East Indies; remonstrances 
upon which subject he knew had been long 
since submitted to govt.; he wished there¬ 
fore to ask, whether any instructions had 
been sent out on the subject ? 

Lord Castkrcagk said, that from the 
complete annihilation of the enemy's 
commerce in the Indian seas, there could 
be little apprehension of inconveuience 
arising to our ships from any captures to 
be made there. This answer, however, hp 
admitted, was nothing to the purpose; but 
he could assure the hon. member, that the, 
India Company had the matter in contem¬ 
plation, and though no instructions were 
yet sent out, they would speedily be for¬ 
warded.—After a few words from Mr. 
Dent, the motion was put and agreed to. 

[Slave Trade.] —The ordes of the 
day being read for the third reading of the 
bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, - 

Sir JF. Young rose and said, that he 
could not give a silent vote on this sub¬ 
ject, as this would, in all probability, be 
the last opportunity he should ever have 
of delivering his sentiments on the subject^ 
He should, however, avoid going into 
particulars, and confine himself to the ge¬ 
neral principle. It was not on the coast 
of Africa, but throughout the whole of the 
continent, that slavery existed? conse¬ 
quently it could not have arisen from the 
trade that was now proposed to be abo¬ 
lished. Abstract principles could not be 
narrowed to individual cases, they must 
Attend to all; and. it would be unjust in 
Intending to the rights of one party, to 
Violate the rights of another. If this bill 
*T£re to pass, the trade would be carried* 
on by other nations, and the miserable 
slaved would therefore be again exposed 
to all the miseries from which the wise 
mid humane regulations under ‘which the 
trade had conducted by British mer- 
them. The hon. jjart. 
l * ie consequences of the mea. 
be th^sr depopulation and deso¬ 


lation of West India estates, He en¬ 
deavoured to prove, by referring to .the 
various insurrections that had taken place 
within his own knowledge, that the newly 
imported negroes had not been the origi¬ 
nal movers, but that they had been insti¬ 
gated by the old domestic and confidential 
slaves. The hon. bart. concluded by stal¬ 
ing, that the operation of the bill would 
cause a depreciation of West India property 
to the amount of millions beyond all com¬ 
pensation. 

Mr. Francis animadverted on the despe¬ 
rate resource to which the adversaries of 
the bill were now driven, in supposing that 
they could push its advocates to an ex¬ 
treme conclusion from the principle upon 
which they rested their arguments. Those 
gent, argued, that the abolition of this 
odibus traffic must necessarily lead to a 
proposition for emancipating the slaves in 
the colonies, but this by no means fol¬ 
lowed, for although the one was quite 
within the reach of our power to accom¬ 
plish, the other might be found neither 
safe, prudent, nor practicable. Much 
had been said as to the propriety of con¬ 
sulting the legislatures of the different 
islands, as to the means of ameliorating 
the condition of the negroes, and the ad¬ 
vantage likely to be derived from their co¬ 
operation ; but as a specimen of what de¬ 
gree of hope could be entertained on that 
head, and the dispositions of these assem¬ 
blies towards humanity and justice, the 
hon. member took occasion to read the 
following*extract of a letter from Lord 
Seaforth to Lord Hobart, dated Barbadoes, 

: March 18, 1S02.—“ Your lordship will 
| observe, in the last day's proceedings of 
the assembly, that the majority of the 
house had taken considerable offence at 
a message of mine, recommending an act 
to be passed to make the fnurder of a slave 
felony. (At present, the fine for that 
crime is only 151. currency, or 111, 4s. 
sterling.) The treasurer proposed, and 
the Attorney General seconded a motion, 
to take the message into consideration. 
The question was put and carried in the 
negative. The message sent to the assem¬ 
bly was founded on orders and instruc¬ 
tions from his Majesty, communicated by 
the sec- of state, and originally derived 
from addresses or resolutions of the House 
of Commons. The assembly refused even 
to take it into consideration. No, answer 
to it appears to have been sent, but one 
of the members proposed, that a sum 
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derate and respectful answer might be had purchased lands from the Grown, and 

prepared, but calculated to repel insult, had been induced t<*pay a high price for 

*and to evince that the house understood them, it was surely reasonable that they 

its interests, and asserted its rights.”— should be compensated. The hon. gent/ ; 
The hon. member appealed to the candour then proceeded to state several cases ■'/» 

of the house, whether any assistance in a where it consisted with his knowledge that ’ 

benevolent work could be looked for from persons would be totally ruined, lie had ; 

such men ? voted for the bill m its former stages, but he 

Mr. Dickenson , jun. thought, that infi- now thought, Unit uuless some clause Was , 

niu; hum hiefs would result from an at- introduced into it relative to tndemnifica* \ 

tempt to legislate at this distance for a„ tion, it would be prudent k*him to re- 
tropical climate, and people whose man- tract. lie thought, that many claims 

iicrs we were so little acquainted with, could be made out, which would not be / 

lie stated, that Lord Halearras was ready difficult to settle. If all persons were per- 

to prove at the bar, that the negroes did mitted to surrender to the crown such 

not distinguish between the abolition of lands as they had not means to cultivate, 

the slave trade and their immediate email- the whole cases might be met, and at the 

cipaiion. At the present time, them were same time not a great proportion of lands 

7U00 French prisoners on the island, be- so abandoned. Such lands might remain 

sides a great number in prison ships, many in the hands of the crown, and re-sold - 

of whom used every exertion, and found gradually as the population increased, 

opportunities to foment discontents in the He would therefore earnestly request, that 

minds of the negroes. He also thought, it a clause should be introduced, recognizing / 

right to state, that there were a number the principles of tompensation, so that \ 

of Moravian missionaries in the island, some other bill might be afterwards pro- 

many of whom endeavoured to impress posed to settle all existing claims. ■ 

most forcibly this principle of the Scrip-* The Chancellor of the y Exchequer said, j 
tines, that all men were alike God’s urea- he had uniformly admitted, ibat if the 1 v 
turns, and that the last shouy be first, house should come to the resolution of V 

and the first last. In the island of Ja- abolishing the trade, he would be ex- 

maiea there were but 8000 European trunely anxious to afford every degree of 

troops and 10,000 militia, of which only compensation in all casas where a fair and ■ 

one eighth was white. In such a state of proper claim could be made out. If it 

military force, with the example of Su had beep practicable for lmn to have laid 

Domingo so near, it was moot dangerous his Majesty's recommendation on that * 

to agitate the minds of the negroes. The subject before thp house, nothing would 

piiuciplc of good intentions tmight be have prevented him from doing so. lie, *- 

pleaded in excuse of those who were so however, thought it at present most expo 

active in promoting a measure likely to dient to discourage the introduction of a 

produce so much mischief; but good in-, general, vague, and unlimited clause of 
tenuous were given as the ground of all. compensation. He would resist the pro-* 

the Jlomau Catholic [^rsecutions; the hi- position,, fhat all persons who had ever : 

guts meant to save the souls of those they been engaged in the slave trade, were to 

burnt, and to prevent their descendant^ be indemnified, according to their own ) 

from being parties. vague calculations of how much their 

Mr. Barham spoke in vindication of the wealth might be supposed to lie injured* 

missionaries. Not fewer than 10*000 no Fie W^S,, happy to hear it said by an hon. 

groes had been converted, in the island gent.'ppposit^, (hut, .the abolition could be : ■, 

Antigua,, and their tempers apd disposi- efieoted;without the danger of ruining in- , "j 
tious had been thereby rendered so upich dividual^ and that, were proper measures* , ; « 

better, that they were entitled to an in- to be ndppted, compensation would 
creased value ofJOj. It was not a fact, become tery burdensome to the state* , 

that the planters m Jamaica wished to, The magrijtude of the compensation would .'. cfc 

supply the places ^ heg^oes who .^eyer'd^'r Wtn from doing every thing m 

their service by iqapprta/ion, ,rather $6$ M fV*$* t^JaccdippliiiU ^ Arable, end^“ ' 
by encouraging the population* He luve^aFgaihed foT their pro* S' l V 

the claim for compensation which yoW* totfi ,41*®.' &nd who have not 

be 1 made by those who might beepme in#- y^lpaid lie be eu-* f 

fere is by the abolition* Where^ persona; th or get ■ 

' *' ar *‘ \;V 7 ,f 4 > r ; 
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cottipeHsatifln. If there should be found 
kny grants of great aftliquity, and where 
oo steps had been taken to procure a set¬ 
tlement of those grants, it would, per- 
»-haps* be a just act of forbearance on the 
part of the crown to withhold oorupensa. 
tion. The plan, however, would neces- 
h , sarily require some fan inode of valuation 
,w , to be adopted, and to recognize, generally, 
the*principle of it in the bill, would be 
to put theAacter out of the hands ol 
parliament without a proper investigation, 
which might he attended with dangerou^ 
consequences. ! 

Mr. Fuller stated, that the increase of 
the negroes was encouraged by the masters, 
; but was impeded by causes existing aiuon^ 
the negtoes, one of which was, that when 
pregnant females were exempted from la- 
' hour by their masters, they carried heavy 
bunions for their own benefit: another 
Cause was the unrestrained intercourse be¬ 
tween the se^es. The fftair alluded to in 
Barbadoes arose from a disagreement be¬ 
tween the assembly and the govt, and an 
unwillingness in the assembly to allow 
themselves to be dictated to. The eman¬ 
cipation had destroyed St, Domingo. The 
principle of compensation was just and 
necessary. There would be a great fall¬ 
ing off, particularly in the estates lately 
settled. 

Mr, JRoitc said, that great good had been 
; derived from the various discussions of the 
question, because the" situation of the 
slaves had be6n considerably improved by 
tl e enquiries which had thereby been made 
' into their actualsituation. He was sorry to 
hear that the measure which had been sug¬ 
gested by one of his Majesty V ministers to, 
the assembly of Barbadoes, had been so 
rejected as was stated by an horn gent, op¬ 
posite, because he saw no r&mtm why the 
murder of a slave should not he punished 
with death in a similar rnaptw " as the 
murder of any other ihdiyjduitU; He was 
-afraid that the negroes in the Wkstilndie^ 
j^rould not discover the differ&foe betwixt 
S emancipation and abolition; T|t0^e who 
buffered by such measures wonld, iio doubt, 
bb to ample indenioflcktiou, for 

we had no right whatever to be humfom at 
the expence of others* lie conceived that 

• of lands an the- WeSt fn* 
at all atected by* this bill', 
?4ha& inS^mnificatidh, aid 
it ’tip W: ^onfinM to those 
•ecently purchased the lands 
Immedmtely a^ the -itfr 


storation, Charles If. granted a charter to 
the African company, allowing them to ^ 
send so the West Indies a certain number 
of negroes every \e.ir, and it was in con¬ 
sequence of that chuiten, that a colony 
was planted in Barbadoes. \ arums acts 
were soon idler pa* 4 id, recognising ’l e 
trade, which mn acknowledged to be w-rv 
advantqgious. These had hcenevei since 
continued, and were indispensably neces¬ 
sary to the ; I'ospcritv of the colonies m 
the Wtsl fmlies. U; der the faith, there¬ 
fore of thecc lau*.. ) hntiaiions had be a 
settled, and lands h id bet n purchased dur¬ 
ing . whole century, and u \v*mid be the 
height oi injustice to deprive those persons 
of their jnvpeU). however impoitant 
the objection ol the v. ant of nceessaiy pro* 
visions as to mdemiiifh atiou, might be, he 
had still i/luci?- to urge which would lead 
him to >ppose it. The natural expecta¬ 
tion of the negroes would be, that their 
situation was to be ameliorated, and not 
be made worse, which would lead them to 
assimilkle abolition to emancipation. He, 
indeed, believed, that the planters had 
\ised the slave* better of kite, and that the 1 
reports us to cruoltie*, wen* perfectly un¬ 
founded, •He was desired by a noble lord 
(Baicarras) to state, that it consisted with 
his knowledge, that the negroes in Jamaica 
were extremely alive as to what was going 
forward, and that they made no alteration 
in the meaning ol the words* abolition and 
emancipation, lie (eared, that if 3 or 400 
negroes were to fly from their masters and 
get into flie woods, the whole militaiv 
force of the bland would not be able to. 
subdue them. It. was iheiefore necessary 
the house should be cautious in what they 
did in that respect, for he believed, in his 
conscience, that if the act should flow 
pass, there would not, in the space o( 3 
years, be a white person left alive in any 
of the islands, The bill, he said, went to 
effect an immediate abolition. He wished 
tq^know what was expected by the sup¬ 
porters of it, to become of the great num- 
1 bers of negroes that would be on the coast, 
waiting fo supply the next ships iliat were 
expected out for the purpose of carrying 
op the trade as Usual. Many of these 
slaves were brought by the dealers from a 
great distance in the interior parts of Af¬ 
rica. jDid the*, hon. gent, who supported 
this bill suppose that the slave dealers or 
merchants in that country would march 
these poor creatures back to the different 
place* 4 where they were bom, or had been 
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brought, and deliver them again to their 
parents or relatives? If that was not the 
case, he feared they would be murdered, 
as the easiest way ol getting rid of them, 
when tliere was no longer any market or 
means of disposing of them. But it had 
been said, we had a colony there. He 
had read the account of Capt. Holloway, 
"ho had been sent out lor the purpose ol 
acquiring all the information he could on 
the subject; and from this account it ap- 
apnearod, that the on3\ con\<Tt made by 
the vSieria Leona company, was a nmu 
(.ailed Dally Morda, and lie lived under 
the gunt) ot the tort, and was a slave mer¬ 
chant^ so that (he company sent out to 
cmliKethe people, hint furribiicd slave 
merchants tor their own servants The 
civil expenres ol th'* colony wore 10,0001. 
a sear, and the military 1000L and the 
whole of the rest of the settlements toge¬ 
ther on that coast, were only 13,Q00l. ma¬ 
nually. 

I lie Chancellor of the Exchequer here 
railed his right hon. friend to order, as 
speaking upon a subject of calculation and 
iigiires, which did not properly belong to 
tins stage of the discussion, 

-Mr. Roue said, that with every deference 
to his nght hon. friend, he conceived he 
w < > strictly in order. He waited, how¬ 
ever, lor the Speaker’s judgment—The 
Sj vai nodded, and .Mr. Rose proceeded 
to o' iu , \h it if we abolished this trade, it 
wo.o k or :J\<n up by other natmnt. He 
had Inin < i; s^en letters and papers, winch 
sfim.ed (iiat large offers had been made by 
the .‘vpnnmrds to the merchants of Liver¬ 
pool, to hinush them v. till slaves. Some 
of thi se contracts were for lo.OOO, some 
foi 8000, and othei numbers,. If the trade 
is iihoilulled, it will be of gieat advantage 1 
to these traders of Liverpool, for they w^ll 
then be able to carry for the Spaniards 6*00 
slates m the same ship, by which, accord--: 
ing to our regulations, they could only carry 
400. So much for the humanity of , the 
measure! He deplored the question having 
been agitated \ but as it had been so? he 
must give it as his sentiment that the abo¬ 
lition wall be attended with great cruelties 
and ipassacres, and with effects similar tq 
what had occurred in St, Domingo. 

Mr. //, Thornton explained, that the fai¬ 
lure of success on the part of the Sierra 
Leone company was no argument against 
the establishment, This failure, he said, 
arose from causes of an accidental nature/ 
and not-at all connected with fha general 


principles on which the society was found* 
ed. He did Bangui nely # look forward to 
the influence of the bill, as laying the 
surest foundation for civilizing the inhabit¬ 
ants of Africa. Till the abominable trade 
which the bill went to extinguish was abo¬ 
lished, it was impossible for any exertions, 
however benevolent, wholly to succeed in 
accoroplishiag this most desirable object, 
lie was convinced that it was a measure 
.equally founded ou the jjiost enlarged 
views tif policy, humanity, and justice; 
and, therefore, he hoped that the house 
would consult at once their duty and their 
honour by its immediate adoption. 

Mr. Smith said, he denied that the 
bill was at ah pregnant with the dangers 
some hon. gent.' described; but, on the 
other hand, argued, that nothing but the 
immediate prohibition of the importation 
of fresh negroes, all most prone to insur¬ 
rection, could give us% chance of retain¬ 
ing in peaceable possession our West India 
colonies. He exposed the argument drawn 
from the idea of the trade passing to other 
countries. There was every reason to ex¬ 
pect that, at the expiration of 4 years, it 
would be absolutely prohibited in Ame¬ 
rica. At all events, lie maintained, that 
the idea ofWs taking place was no argu¬ 
ment against our discontinuing a traffic at« 
once inhuman, impolitic, and grossly un¬ 
just. 

Mr. Addington sincerely believed, that the 
condition of the blacks would be, rendered 
vet more lamentable by the operation of 
this bill, lie w&s a warni advocate for 
the abolition of the slave trade; and had 
the motion been for the consideration Of 
the most effectual means to abolish it, 
and not for the bill in its present form, in 
would have received his cordial support. 
It w&s .well known that he had given no¬ 
tice of a proposition for this express pur¬ 
pose, but the political -changes which im¬ 
mediately followed liad prevented its in¬ 
troduction into that house. The negroes 
would not be'able' to distinguish between 
the abolition proposed} and the emancipa¬ 
tion far which they ardently panted; and 
he feared the moat alarming and fatal con¬ 
sequences frOih tbi* measure. 

M^:WiWerfotce t cfculd not avoid being 
surprised at a direct: opposition from the 
right hdn. gent/when/ by a strange incon* 
sfcterfcy, he professed himself friendly to 
the geuefcl He said* 

n$n tneus es! hic serrao f for the language 
$£ the rigl&vtoon;' as 
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inimical to th% abolition by those hoti. reflections he ha<l since been able to give 
gent* Who were most hostile to it, and his the subject, tended only to confirm the 
Speech, in consequence, had attracted opinions he then enterta lied, lie du) not 
from them every exterior mark of apprq- rise to debate the bill in the present stage 
bation. .Since the proposal on this im- of it, but it was his intention, when the 
portnm sulject had been made/340,190 second reading should be moved, to rpove, 
victims had beep dragged from their na- that in place of the word “ now," the 
live horned to West India bondage; of words u this day three mouths” should be 
: which 13$,000 had been imported into substituted. Considering the important 
Jamaica. He concluded with a geueral nature of the bill, and the variety ©1 m- 
examiuationfef the few new topics of ar* tercats that were likely to be affected by 
gurnent which had bcen| adduced, and it r and that every individual likely to be 
trusted the bill to the honour and bu'ma- aggrieved by it was entitled to be heard 


trusted the bill to the honour and bu'ma- aggrieved by it was entitled to be heard 
nity of the house. ; ^ at their lordships* bar, he saw but liltlc 

* Mr. Dent contended, that whatever probability of their bang able to make 
might be the efforts tfiade to extend the any considerable progress with the bill 
nobnUtion. that a farther purchase of ne~ during the present session. Indeed, he 


population, that a farther purchase of ne~ 
groes Would be necessary for the cultiva¬ 
tion of the' plantations, >«f» they wore h<$w 


I during the present session. Indeed, he 
[thought the proposers and friends of the 
measure were not quite bee from blmne 


; circumstanced. Even the governor of in bringing it forward so late in the ses- 
Jamaica was kne^wm to,, h^ve purchased sion. He was aware that bills ol the ut- 
! 460 or more negroes at a;lime, 'to recruit most importance had been often passed in 
bis stock,—The house theh divided on the the course of a few days, hut then they 
, ;ihi?d reading of the bill, when the num- were bills nut involving such complied 'd 
were, Ayes, 6$> Hoet,' & 3; Majo- interests as the present one. Their lord- 
‘rity, 3f). The bill was then read a third ships could perceive, by referring to the 
time, and the house adjourned. printed votes of the other house, that the 

.Sfe . leave to bring in this bill had not been 

HO0BE OE lo'ttDtfi given* until so late a day ihe 30lh of 

■ f * May, and they were now called uj on, 

v ■* June 28. within 4 weeks, to proceed with it, m the 


HO06E OE lonos; 


Thursday, June 28. 


fMiKUTF.s.j-^In a committee of pri-l hopes of having it passed in the pnsent 


vileges, their lordships resumed the tar- 
hearing of counsel and evidence re¬ 
specting the claim of ShrC.Bjfchop, hart 


session** His Ion 1 up ])ut it to the c m- 
! dour of noble 1 rds, \vln-rhn they would, 
under these circumstances, ccuihir m 


to. the barony of Zouche*, Having made piessing the bill l’orwaul. He was per. 
'EdOt* progress, the farther consideration &uaded\hafc they could no*, consistent with 
tof the case was adjourned until the first that spirit, of justice by which tlu-ir pro- 
Tuesday m the next session of parliament, ceedings were always governed, and parti- 
—-The bills upon the table werb forwarded culariy where the interests of a variety of 
iin their respective stages.—A few private persons w r ere involved* His lord&lnp eon- 
and return bills were brought jup; from ©faded with moving, that (he bill should 
the Commons, and were severally read a be printed, and gave notice, tnat on thp 
first time. ,4^ : * ;i / 4 . ^ /if ,i : second reading he should move the amend- 

{SxmvsT Trade.] briber fcree* pent he proposed at the commencement 

attended by the Aflwt&fey' General, add ' of his speech. 

aexetnl other member^,^brdui^ tip the bill Stanhope was glad to find that the 

A.bqlifioa: <cff, ^Jpirariesi for a.noble sec. of state bad altered his intern- 

l^ilad time. The bill;, was ; reiiS; a first tioh, and that, instead of making the mo- 
. time,‘ on th£ motion of 1 tion now that he mentioned, ho hud 1 thought 

’ ! fc JMI : : if -‘'advisable to defer it to the second 

few •• words to; vyldibut^ reeding of*tbe bill. lie professed Himself 
jjuftsmjfeg 7 & warm friend to ,,the principle of the bill 

^ K ttve f of that horrid and im- 

% .,* traffic, equally subversive of .the 
' tied '6f religion and the rights of men, 

-IfchaMs m ’reason why the bill should not 
* 'bdipfa&i ’ ttttf session. If the'persons 
; wwi&ite • intettsted in 1 the' continuance df 
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this system of fraud and depredation, which he had entertained for* the last 
winch dishonoured the name of commerce, 10 or 12 years, of the impolicy, the injus- 
sought to perpetuate it, by presenting pe- tice, and the criminality of that trade. , 
titions, and tendering evidence at their With the imtneuse mass of evidence laying , 
lordships’ bar, he, although lie stood sin- on thetr lordships' table, and the manner 
gle, would think he but badly discharged in which that question had been sifted and 
his duty to his Creator, and to his coun- ,scrutinized in all its bearings and relations, 
try, if he did not resist the hearing oi during the ten years it had been before par* 
such evidence, and the receiving such limnent aijid the public, he cquld see no 
petitions. Where a transaction was iuno- necessity for wasting their lordships’ tithe, 
cent in its nature, tine person w'ho had by receiving additional evidence at tho 
an interest liable to be affected by any bar. The gent, interested in this traffic, 
alteration in the circnmslances of such seemed to depend more upon the length 
transaction, had a right to be heard in th^n the strength of their case. Their 
dele nee of such interest. But if a per- object appeared to be to carry their point 
son presented a petition for liberty to by fatiguing and wearing out the patience 
continue m the practice of a crime from of their lordships. As he had no means of 
which he derived emolument, He would ascertaining when it was intended that par-* 
not nuke a mockery of justice, by eon* liamerit should rise, he could not say whe- 
sen ting to hear that man. When the pro- ther there was sufficient time to get through 
per period should arrive for debating,the the bill in the^present session*. For him- 
bill, and coming to a decision oh it, he self, his mind had longbeen made up on 
would be mt Ay tt> support it both by vote the subj^t, and he was willing to come to 
and argument. « vote on it as soon as possible. If the dor 

Lord Harr why conceived, that his no* termination to hear evidence, should* the 
bln tt lend had been misunderstood by the house adopt that i%ode of proceeding, was 
noble Karl: he did not understand him' supposed to proceed frp$t any previous, 
to have said that he had come down with understanding, or presumed recognition of 
the intention of moving that the bill should that right, he* far one, begged leave to 
be postponed fur 3 months. Such a pro* protest against it. 

cccdmg would have been a Surprize tipon Lord Uarmvhy was apprehensive that 
their lordships, which he knew his noble his noble friend did not fully comprehend 
incud to be incapable of; but lie uftcjer* whdt he had said. He did not mean to 
aood him to have given notice, ifoat such say that he was disposed to countenance 
would be the nature of the amendment he the idea of procrastinating the important 
should propose on the second reading of meusuie before the house. Although other 
the bill, llis lordship had been always ; nohfa lords mfcyperhaps be inclined to hear 
friendly to the abolition, and he certainly counsel and receive evidence on the part 
should support it, whenever it was brought 'of persons interested, b p had no occasion 
forward; but he was apprehensive, it had fot tl>e benefit of such iights, for his mind 
been introduced too late in the session, to "had long been convinced of the impolicy, 
afford reasonable grounds ofexpectatign tod the injustice of the trade, and be 
that it could be passed before the rising of' would vote for the abolition of it whenever 
parliament# He thought some blame was it should be brought forward. 
imputable to those who introduced it, for, Thfc Bishop of St. Asaph considered any 
having dejayed it to so advance#a;period discussion of the principle of the bill ,as 
of the session. He did not sed how it; prdlhaBjre 4ti tto present stage of it. 
could be pressed through the touse, :to^, Wbemjveftdt should regularly come before 
ing in view that rigid impartiality which it their lprdahijp«| pto&ld be prepared to 
was the duty and the practice of their irgee ii ^ktbolitron. The 

ships to observe, whenever the fortunes of question ndw wtt«» "whether the bill should 
individuals were concerned. ; ■//.-/ 1 * ; did not conceive 

Lord Grenvilk would not' : .thereopttI#%e 

g discussion of the UU, but ttoC i '• Tlie , oufy * roti* 

portunity of declaring, 1 that he af/to -^©rd^i , 

and always had been, a decided 1 : early, period of his life, yriien he 

the abolition of the Slave trade.Jf^wdpW wag' m' arfoitor;-profesai^^v^ich 
pot trouble their Lordships' with' the rea-: ht?* new*hot w% he^itto: r n0.' 
fops upon which he grounded the o'pimm 1 ‘ plt^iacul tot hotod©^ 
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of the. suite of slavery, as it was called, in 
the West Indies, and all that he had seen 
convinced him, that it not only was not de- 
serving of the imputations that had been 
bast on it, hut that the abolition of it 
would be productive of extreme danger, 
and mischief. 

Lord Grenville declared his intention of 
attending in his place, whenever the 2d 
reading of the bill should take place, and 
of tumbling their lordships with his rea 
sons for supporting it; but us Tuesday 
would be rather more convenient for him 
than Monday, and as it was desirable to 
have as full an attendance as possible, he 
trusted the noble Sec. of State would con¬ 
sent to fix the 2d reading for that day.— 
The bill was then ordered to be printed, 
and read a 2d time on Tuesday.—Ad¬ 
journed. 

JIOUS3? OF COMMON^* 

Thursday, June 28. ^ 

[Minutes ] —A new writ was ordered 
on the motion of Mr. S. Bourne, for the 
election of a burgess CoiCtha borough of 
Monmouth, in &he rfeom of Lord C. So¬ 
merset, who hud accepted the place of 
Joint Pay master of his Majesty's .Forces.— 
Sir W. Geary presented a petition from 
certain. proprietors of hop grounds in the 
epunty of Kent, against the late duty on 
hops. Ordered to lie on the table;.—A 
message from the Lords informed the house 
that their lordships had agreed to the Eng¬ 
lish Additional Force bill, wfthoutauy 
amendment, and had passed a bill 1 for 
dissolving the marriage-of R. Tighe, Esq, 
in which they desired the concurrence ol 
the house.—Mr. Rosemoved the 3d read* 
f ing of the Liverpool Prize Goods 1 bill. 
Mr. Plummer attended as counsel for , cer¬ 
tain Merchants of the city* of London, pe¬ 
titioners against the bill, and*MJTged a num¬ 
ber of arguments against passing tjie v bill 
into a law. Mr, Rose bnpfly replied id 
the arguments of the leaniedgent. after he 
had withdrawn ; and the bill was then road 
a 3d time, and passed without ,farther op,- 
position.—The €bancdlbr of the Exche¬ 
quer proposed, with, the permission of tbg 
bouse, to dethfJik;potke of a motion rela- 
tivegio the CiVit, tfikt and.! tbe ; ^ftip duties, 
which stoodfcr to-morrow, ih jfee com- 
. mittee • of, Supply' $pC #hd 

as he was on his legs* he a varied, *hitiwelf 
• pi the opportunity^ o? string, that, a| the > 
greater part of the primte bttfSiil&s had 
already gbn6 through, he proposed to. 


proceed with the public business in future, 
ns soon after lour o'clock as possible.— 
Mr. C'uiry mtAed, that there be laid be* 
lore the house an account of the cash ba¬ 
lances in the hands of the Collectors of 
Customs and Excise respectively in Ire¬ 
land, on the 6lb of Jan. 180E together 
with the amount thereof remaining in their 
hands on the I4th of Jan. following, as 
certified bv the Clerk of the Revenue to 
the 'Treasury of Iceland. Ordered.—Mr. 
Smith, from the Treasury in Ireland, after¬ 
wards presented the account at the bar, 
which was ordered to lie on the table ; and 
on the motion of Mr. Cony, to be punted. 
Mr. Corjry then gave notice, that he should, 
on Wednesday next submit a motion to the 
house oil the subject of that paper.—Mr. 
Pnncep moved, that there be laid before 
the house, an Account of the annual esti¬ 
mated amount of costs and chaiges on, and 
the sale amount of the East India Com¬ 
pany's Sales in England, from the 1st 
^of March, 1799» to the 1st of March, 

1 SOT, distinguishing East India from China 
goods. Ordered.—‘The Foreign Troops’ En¬ 
listment bijl, vyas re id a 2d time, to be 
committed to-morrow.—'The house went 
itVjto.a committee on the report ol the com* * 
mittee on Expiring Laws. Rcpori to be 
received to-morrow.—On the motion of 
Mr. Rose, a new writ was ordered h r the 
l^lodtion of a burgess in the room of the 
I right ho», ,T. C, Vdliors, who had accepted 
the place of Prolhouotary oi the Common 
Plbas, in the County Palatine of Luncas- 
ier.T-*Mr. Alexander bi ought up the re¬ 
port of the committee on his Majesty's 
message, for granting an annuity ol 1200b 
to Viscountess Kilwarden, tec. to coin- 
f meiut? from the 23d of July last. r I he re- 
iso in dons were agreed to, and a bill order¬ 
ed pursuant thereto.—Mr. W. Dickenson 
[ g^ve notice, that he should, on Monday 
next,' move the additional navy estimates 
in the dommiltee 6f supply.—'The Irish 
Customs and Excise Duty bill was read a 
2d titne. To be committed to-morrow, — 
Mr. Foster moved fur leave to bring in a 
bill to appoint commissioners to inquire 
; into aU fees, gratuities, perquisites, and 
emoluments that arc or have been received 
in the public offices in Ireland to be therein 
mentioned, to examine into the abuses 
existing therein, to report their opiniou to 
.the house, and the present mode of coK 
: lectiwg, issuingj and accounting for the 
| public monies in Irelaud, Leave given. 
[Conduct odJ v doe Fox,]—A petition 
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of William Armstrong, John iMUsset, 
Noble Weir, .Limes Frith, Patrick Dund.w, 
Hugh Dumhis, John Fiddis, William Gray- 
tlon, George Sproul, John Cooke, George 
Moore, and James Moore, all of the 
county of Fermanagh, %vas presented to 
the house by Colonel Cole, and read; 
setting lortli, "that the petitioners were 
sworn upon a petit jury tit the last sum¬ 
mer assizes held at Enniskillen, in and for 
the county of Fermanagh, to try three 
persons of the names of John Fletcher, 
Hugh Keys, and James Sharpe, lor the 
murder of one Nicholas Morris; and that 
the principal witnesses produced on the 
part oi the crown, to prove the said'crime 
against the persons charged, were Cormick 
Maguire and James M‘Nah, two persons 
v.hoso characters were well known to the 
petitioners, and to most of the persons in 
their neighbourhood who usually compose 
the petit Jury; and that rewards had been 
otiered by the government of the countiy, 
by proclamation, and by the gentlemen of 
the county, to an amount ot nearly 8001. 
for prosecuting to conviction any of the 
persons concerned in the said murder; 
notwithstanding which, several months had 
elapsed before afly information was givcu 
relative thereto by the said M‘Nab and Ma¬ 
guire, or any person whatsoever; and that 
the said M*N ab and Maguire, induced by the 
said reward (as the petitioners think they 
have a right to presume), came forward, and 
made examinations against the persons 
aforesaid; and, on the said trial, oh which 
the petitioners were the jury, proved that 
they weib in a field at some distance from 
the place where the murder was committed, 
at the time when the same was perpetrated; 
and that when the persons who perpetrated 
the same were beating and batteriug with 
sticks and stones the said deceased Nicholas 
Morris, they, the said witnesses, had heard 
the deceased call upon the .prisoners (who 
were so tripd by the petitioners) by name, 
not to kill him, and that they heard other 
words pass from the deceased; but neither 
they, nor any witness for the croiyn, iden¬ 
tified the prisoners as having been present, 
either from face or voice; and that it ap¬ 
peared to the petitioners, that none of the 
said prisoners had fled for or on Recount of 
the said murder; that they had'been ad¬ 
mitted to bail at the preceding assizes, and 
had surrendered in discharge of their bail, 
aud each of the said prisoners gave roost 
respectable testimony of their good moral 


and religious character; and that the peti¬ 
tioners consideied themselves under the 
blessed constitution under which they live, 
and which they ha^c armed to support and 
defend, as the judges not only of the mat¬ 
ter of fact which they were sworn to try, 
but the credit of the witnesses produced to 
prove that fact; and that the hou.judge 
Fox, who presided oli that trial, after re¬ 
capitulating the evidence to them, charged 
them very strongly to find the prisoners 
guilty; and that when the petitioners had 
retired to their room, and came to weigh 
the evidence, and the credit of the wit¬ 
nesses, they were of opinion that the evi¬ 
dence was not entitled to such credit from 
them, nor was there such certainty in their 
account as to justify a verdict of guilty, 
and their taking away the lives of three 
men; and that the petitioners are ready to 
lay a note of the evidence before parlia¬ 
ment, to justify their verdict, if they are 
permitted to do so; and that when the 
petitioners delivered their verdict, the said 
honourable judge expressed much dissatis¬ 
faction thereat; and that on the next 
morning, when the court was full, the said 
honourable judge Fox called on the clerk 
of the crown to furnish him with a list of 
the names of the petitioners, which having 
received, he caused the whole of the grand 
inquest of the county, then sworn, and 
sitting in their room on.the publkrbusiness, 
to be called into the court-house, when, in 
the face of the whole county; the said hon. 
judge Fox stigmatized the petitioners a3 
men not worthy to be believed on their 
oaths, and as unlit ever again to act in 
the capacity of jurors, and cautioned the 
said grand jury and others never thereafter 
to hold cocfimunkm or intercourse with 
them ; that lie ordered the clerk of the 
crown to deliver in a list of their names 
to every succeeding judge, as men unlit to 
be jurors, that they might prevent their 
serving as such thereafter; and that he 
ordered the high and under sheriff to deli¬ 
ver a* list of the names to the succeeding 
sheriff, with a direction to hand them 
down from sheriff to sheriff, as branded 
with the infamy of a verdict, which* was 
for ever to render them unworthy of cre¬ 
dit, and ordered that their names shoulcf 
be publiply posted up as such in the grand 
jury* rpohi; and that the petitioners, 
though mot men of large estates, are roeti 
qf obstante, and have heretofore enjoyed 
not onl$ goody but they think they may 
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ffc&v add high characters for honesty and 
Integrity among their neighbours, and in 
•, the county in general, an inheritance more 
dear to them to hand unsullied to their 
children, than any adventitious gift of for¬ 
tune; and that, valuing their characters 
above all human enjoyments, they have 
felt debased in their own eyes, until they 
shall have had a public investigation of 
their conduct, and reparation fo» what 
they conceive to be the greatest of all 
possible injuries; and therefore praying 
the house to take the premises into their 
consideration, and permit the petitioners 
to prove the same at the bar of the house, 
and thereupon to afford such satisfaction 
to the petitioners, as the justice and me¬ 
rits of their case, and the conduct of the 
said judge to them, may entitle them, and 
as to the house shall seem meet/'—Of-* 
dered to lie upon the table. * 

[Coukteiu’eiT Dollars* BfLL.]~Mr* 
St urges Bourne moved, that the Counter¬ 
feit Dollars* bill be committed. 

Mr. Princep rose to correct a mistake 
which had been made, with regard to 
, what he had jpid on this subject on a 
former occasion. What he had said was, 
that a great quantity of French coin had 
circulated under this denomination; but 
he never meant to say, that the Bank en- 
, courngud this circulation: and this expla¬ 
nation would, he hoped, satisfy those who 
had been uneasy cm the subject, These 
- counterfeit dollars might fall into the ban-* 
hers* hands while they were ignorant of it* 

, The bill was then committed, and the re¬ 
port ordered to-morrow,# 

[Insolvent Debtors* Bill.]—C ol 
* Bagwell brought up the report of the com¬ 
mittee on the bill for the relief of Insol¬ 
vent Debtors. On the motion that the 
amendments be read a second time, 

Mr. Kerr said, that considering the 
differences of the present time, and the 
period when 101. was fixed as the lowest 
sum for which a persop could be bailed, 
he thought it too small. There were many 

{ rersohs who lived in prisons in a state of 
uxury, when their creditors were in meed 
of the very money they were squandering. 
Sucl? individuals ought'.to be forced to J 
surrender their property, or to make it 
appear in proof that they fere possessed 
of none. —-The mpendments' were then 
reads, and % b|ll f Q^red;*6‘ be:engrossed^, 

g read a. titiftd tiWe ^mtrrovi., ■ \ ; 

ohn Trabe Bill.]— Mr. •Wmcrn 
Jd the order bf the day for the second 


reading of the Corn Export and Import 
Regulation bill. The non.-gent, assured 
the home, that it was his intention to 
move the commitment of this bill this 
day, in order to have the blanks filled 
preparatory to its. being printed, and that 
the recommitment was to be fixed for 
Monday next. 

Mr. Jefferies observed, that it was im¬ 
proper to urge forward a matter of this 
importance with too great haste;,ho also 
objected to the principle of the bill. 

The Speaker observed, that the bill 
might'be ready for being delivered to the 
members on Saturday, 
i Mr* Jefferies contended, that still the 
time' between Saturday and Monday was 
too limited for the consideration of a bill 
of this importance. 

Mr, Pattcson hoped the report would be 
put off' till Monday ee’nuight, and declared 
that he thought it of so much importance, 
that he would divide the house upon it.— 
When the house was about to divide on 
this question, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer pro¬ 
posed that the report should be received 
on Tuesday, which might accommodate all 
parties. There would probably, on Mon¬ 
day, be so much business, that on that 
day there would scarcely be sufficient time 
to discuss it. This was agreed to, and the 
report was, ordered to be received on Tues¬ 
day next. ; » 

[Exchequer Bills.] —The house went 
into a committee on the Exchequer Bills' 

bin. 

Mr. Johnstone desired to know what 
quantity of Exchequer bills it was the in¬ 
tention of govt, to issue by virtue of this 
bill* The amountExchequer bills al¬ 
ready in the market, was so great, that 
they were at a discount; and hr* .submit¬ 
ted whether it would be prude ut, under 
such circumstances, to enhance this evil 
by a further issue until the number already 
in the market should he diminished. 

The Chancellor ‘ of the Exchequer could 
not infortn the bon. gent, of the precise 
amount that it might be necessary to is¬ 
sue, but proposed to issue from time to 
timq Exchequer bills* to the full amount of 
the, egtiqiated produce of the war taxes* 
It was iopssible at this moment to say, 
how, far, tie immediate returns from the 
tajces^ould be adequate to any demands 
that might arise, or to ascertain what 
might b& the pressure of the demands; 
and on the result of these t\vo considers 
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lions would necessarily depend the amount 
of the bills to be issued. It would, how¬ 
ever, be satisfactory to the hon. gent, to 
know tbat ; these bills would not be like 
the Exchequer bills which were kept in 
the market from year to year, but would 
be issued on the credit of a fund which 
must, sooner or later, produce the means 
of discharging them. The bon. gefit. must 
also have been aware, that the discount 
on Exchequer bills, to which he had ad¬ 
verted, was considerably reduced.-^Tjje 
bill then passed through the committee, 
and on the house being resumed, the re¬ 
port was ordered to be received to-morrow. 

[litisii Stamp Duty Bu,i„] —-The 
house resolved itself into a committee on 
the Irish Stamp Duty bill. 

Col. Hutchinson rose to object to that 
part of the bill which related to the stamp 
on the registry of, freeholds.' He said, 
that when the right hon, gent. first brought 
forward this bill, he had declared he 
would collect the sentiments of the gen¬ 
tlemen or Ireland as to. this* particular 
tax, and if they should be against it, he 
would give it up. He, for his own part, 
must uow beg leave to say, tot he 
strongly objected to it, as being highly 
unconstitutional, in as much as it affected 
tfie right of the electors, apd of that por¬ 
tion oi them, too, who had scarcely any 
thing else to shew that toy had a place in 
the community. That it was without any 
precedent, there being in this country no 
such tax, nor hitherto even \h Ireland, 
any Hung of the kind thought of. The 2Crth 
of the King only required that freeholders, 
in this country should shew the existence 
of their freeholds, and does not bear out 
the right hon. gent, in this tax. He was 
the ivore desirous to urge these objections 
at present, because the right hon, gent, 
was about to lay on new. taxes to &IW 
amount of l,200,0001., a system which1 
he highly approved, and to the success of. 
whit U he was sure no one was haore alive 
than himself. Whilst he wa&, however,! 
desirous that the rich, and those who could 
bear their proportion, should contribute 
to these taxes, he should be sorry to $ee v : 
them extended to the poor 
who had always too many haifebips - aid 
difficulties to contend wi'tl 
therefore, the right bob. 
to wave this tax. ■ * ’ ' • ‘ 1 
Mr. Harman made some 
tions to the tax on the same ground/^ 

Mr. Foster denied" to tax vfas ontw 
VOL* II, , 
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stitutional. If there was any Impolicy in 
Ireland relative to the freeholders, it was 
in requiring them to be registered. By., 
the act of Geo. I. freeholders are pre¬ 
cluded from voting, unless their freehold 
was proved by affidavits, and on these affi¬ 
davits he proposed to lay the present tax. 

On the ground of its being unconstitu¬ 
tional, he would therefore not yield to 
toy man living; but if it was put on the 
ground of bearing hard Qn the lower rank* 
of the people, he was willing to attend to 
the sentiments of gent, on that head; and, 
as a great number of gent, wished to have 
the tax postponed, he was willing to com¬ 
ply with their desite. He #ad, at the 
same time, a favour to beg of them, which 
was, that they would use their exertions 
against the use of private stills. He had 
in his eye an hon. gent, from the west of 
Ireland, who, he believed, knew how very 
necessary this was, and he hoped and 
trusted he for one would oblige him in 
acceding to this request. He then said he 
should for the present withdraw the tali in 
question. 

Mr. Martin (of Galway) assured the 
right hon. gent, he would do all in his 
power to prevent a practice, of the evils 
of which lie was so well convinced. He 
had for $ or 3 years ppst b$en in corres¬ 
ponded^ with the revenue board on this 
subject, and had submitted to them a plan 
which he doubted not would bring in 
b l 00,0001. at an expeuce amounting to not 
much more than 2 or 30001.—The house 
wa$ then resumed, and the report ordered 
to be,received to-morrow. 

■■ • - 

, HOUSE OF U0RDS. 
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[^4Wn^KS,3-^-TheAdditiona3Forcebill, 
to Irish Public Accounts' bill, the Solici- 
tdr^Tndemnity bill, the Aylesbury Etec- 
' ! and 54 ^private bills, received 
to ?rbyai assent, by commission. The 
c^thmissfoners we^e, the Lord Chancellor, . . 
Eati of Camden, and Lord Walsingham.— 
Tb# biE ^nhntb^ising the sale of East • 1 
India Pt$i§ 0bods; at Liverpool, and one, > 
.•pAvafo^biPv’we.re brought from’the com* 

for,’J 

suspendmg. to operation, of certain -aetir > : 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS* 

Friday, June 29. 

{Minutes*]—T he Speaker, with seve¬ 
ral members, attended in the House ot 
Boers; and on their return, the Speaker 
informed the house, that the royal assent 
. had been given, by commission, to the 
Additional Force bill, the Irish Public. 
Accounts’ bill, the Linen Duty Exemption 
bill, the Aylesbury Election bill, the Ca¬ 
ledonian Canal, bill, and several private 
"bills,•""Mr. Alderman Combe presented a 
t petition in behalf of* those debtors who 
ere confintAou account of offences com¬ 
mitted against the revenue. Ordered to 
lie oh the table,—The Insolvent Debtors’ 
bill was read a third time and passed.— 
The Cotton Manufacturers' bill was or¬ 
dered to be committed on Tuesday.— 
A message from the Lords informed the 
bouse, that their lordship** had agreed to 
the YVbollen Manufacturers’ Penalty bill. 
**-The Dollar bill was reported, and or¬ 
dered to be read a third tune on Monday* 
n-rMr. Huskissou moved, that an humble 
address be presented to his Majesty, pray* 
ing that he be graciously pleased to give 
directions, that there be laid before the 
bouse a further account of the sums of 
money issued by his*Majesty’s orders, pur¬ 
suant to addresses of that house, and 
i&ich had not been made good by parlia¬ 
ment.—On the motion ot Mr. Hose, it 
was ordered that the house do, on Mon¬ 
day, resolve itself into u committee oh 
the Free Ports Acts ot the 27th of the 
King. ~ The Exchequer .Bills Issue bill, 
and the Irish Stamp Duties!: bill, Vcxe re¬ 
ported, and ordered to be. read a third 
‘time to^orroy.i' 1, ' ■ 

v [SlEliilU vfciWMMi 

Dent said, lie wished to a# aiiioble ford, 
wbdna he tkm' 

' meant • to 1 bring for^lard 

subject' of the import 

: iiffc td whom the ! 

, mom ,;Compariy ; ( 

..iflitalj tyidelrhe; 

1 tuwto *•$ 

move ahy 
'.were othem,* 

' ^bap^rom him, ^d^he wisb< 

!lu ^ 4U r ; k forwardA^I^ 

horn ; 



Exchequer), who was not present, intended 
to move something upon it. 

Mr. IJushmtm said, it was the inten¬ 
tion of his right hon. friend to bring for¬ 
ward a motion on the subject in the com¬ 
mittee of supply. 

[Irish At faiksM r. James Yifzgc - 
raid rose and observed, that several do- 
cumcntl which he had moved for, respect¬ 
ing the public affairs of Ireland, had not 
yet been laid before the house, and con¬ 
sequently he should be precluded, by the 
very advanced period of the session, from 
submitting to the house any observations 
which, upon a perusal ot those docu¬ 
ments, should appear necessary. He 
must, therefore, postpone his objects until 
an early period in the next session, when, 
if they should not be otherwise taken up 
tn the inter mu, he should certainly call to 
them the attention of parliament. The 
objects to which he alluded, he would now 
shortly explain. The first was one whh b 
he held it 6f high importance to follow 
up, namely, to ascertain the exact extent 
of the population of Ireland. The next 
was a subject long in contemplation, 
namely, that of equalizing the interest of 
money between G. Britain and Ireland. 
The next was a general assimilation of 
the laws in Ireland, to those ot G. Biitam, 
a$ for as the'circumstances of the country 
would admit. Fueling the importance of 
these several objects, he could ceriuinly 
wish them to be taken up by Ins Majesty's 
ministers. But if not taken up bv them m 
an 0urt^ period of the next session, ho 
should feel it bis duty to bring them foi- 
ward even under every disadvantage ot his 
own inability, 

[Iiusir, Hank Notes Bill.] — Mr. 
Foster rose for leave to bring in a bill tor 
pertnUting' the circulation of notes, by 
registered bankers in Ireland, for sums 
uhdor 20ay for^u time to be limited, and 
to restrain the circulation of such notes by 
persons not registered bankers, after a 
certain period. The house, he presumed, 
would have no objection to his explaining 
the, objects of the bilk In Ireland, for a 
Considerable time past, it had been cus- 
tb^aary wftb many persons in trade in the 
i " - there, ^ for ‘ the want of 

issue what were called 
tfet is, / notes payable to 
m demand* for sums under ll. 
tite After the practice' com¬ 
menced, it became very general, and so 
to from king edddned to -registered ban 
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hers, was practised by every low trader, And it was in the power of-every man, /, 
and by men of no property, guided by no who bad capital and credit to entitle 'him 
principle but that of their own auirice; to become a banker, to be registered 
and so current did those notes become, 1'he bill would have the efleet of prevent- 
and to such an enormous extent were mg the circulation of notes that were not 
they issued, that it was to be apprehended, stamped. 

in case of any sudden or genera) demand Col. Verckcr said, the small notes clr- 
for payment, ' a general bankruptcy must c ulated in Ireland were a very great hui- 
ensue amongst those men, and those who sauce; but that did not arise from the 
had given their property for §nch notes, circulation of them by registered bankers, 
be losers of three-fourths. It was well but by those who employed and paid 
known that a large supply of dollars were workmen in them, such as farmers, mil**, 
now on their way to Ireland, winch were lers, 

to pass at a currency above their'intrinsic Mr. J. Fitzgerald wished that the circu- 

value. Still they would be not only a latiou of silver notes might be restrained* 
very great convenience to the country oi for if they were not, he was afraid the new 
themselves, but be the means, almost ini- G\?. pieces would go out of circulation, 
mediately on their appearance, to bring Mr. Martin (of Galway) said, the right 
into circulation a vast quantity of good bon. gent, would do a great service to 
silver coin, which there was every reason Ireland, if he \^©uld prevent the issue of 
to believe was now hoarded in many parts what were called silver notes, by persons 
of the country. The object of this bill not possessing sufficient property 6r tre^ 
then was, to confine henceforth the issue dit.—Leave was given to bring in the bill, 
of notes for sums under 220s. to the re- [Inisit Additional Touch Rill.]— - 
gisiered bankers only, and to allow all On the motion for the second reading of 
other persons, having such notes in this bill, 

circulation till the 1st of Jan. to call Air. Elliott rose to ask the right hob. 
them in; but to prohibit the rc-issuc of all sec. for Ireland a question. An act’ had, 
notes so paid off. The registered hankers wjthiu the last few tveeks, passed this , 
to be allowed to issue notes for as small house, tor enabling his Majesty to increase 
sums in silver as they thought fit, there the of J relaud by J 0,000 men. 

being no great cause to apprehend any Now the act similar to the present bill* 
great excess in the issue of notes under 5s. which had just passed into law for Eng- 
as all wcie liable to one stamp duty. By land and Scotland, bad for its object to 
these means there would be time for the reduce the militia. What he wished td 
gradual payment of the outstanding notes know then was, whether it was the intern* 
of peisons not registered bankers,in 6‘ tion of govt, to suspend altogether the 
months, without risking the evils to be power .given to his Majesty by the former 
siupjciicnded from a sudden demand; awl bid* as be could hardly suppose an intent 
tha public wc*uld have in future the see.u- tion so absurd as that of carrying into 
3 1 tv of persons of known property and operation at the same time "two bills-dia- 
(tlmu, for the solvency of such notes. He metrically opposite in their effects ? 
concluded by moving for leave to bring in Sir Ft an Nepean answered, that for the 
the bill- * , present there certainly was no intention of 

Sir (7, /////thought the benefits to re- acting under the former bill. It was im* ? 
cult I rum tins bill would be in some mea- possible, however,* to foresee whatneees* 
ture done away, if a privilege of issuing si(y might arise for it, 
small notes under (is. was granted to some' Sir J* Stewart wished tp postpone the 
and denied to others, lie thought ft would . committed of the bill to a late datin'the 
be belter that permission to issue these ensuing week, *as there had < not been time 
small notes should not be restricted to re- since the bill mm printed to give it duo 
gistered bankers in Ireland* ty** ba also , 1 

given to others,, ; >Clisk t&ikll tJtebgfai there mm pro&tajg; 

Mr. Foster said, he had n J perticular- expedifes the bill* as/im^y 

partiality to one sort, of prov8B&j’ ^ ]wp : . flthrfMl. lidjftDO^g , 

bill more than another ; he only ^xc3^^ywltl , ■ 

that those who Issued', notes* as.. * of i - ' 

from their banks, should be if. 'taiomfa, wa& tb# 

gistered a* bahk^> according t #! 'Jjtiijfc 5 • 

- , , »i ’. i ' 11 1 . < '<it 

, 1 1 1 . 1 iiJ*, k> ' ; v 
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y-WVfter some farther explanations, the j 
foil! was read » second time, and ordered 
to be committed on Monday next. 

[Irish Customs and Excise Bile.] 
—•‘The house having gone into a committee 
oin this bill, pursuant to the order of the 
day, 

Mr. Foster explained some alterations 
which he wished to make in it, the most 
material wa«, in the duties on wine, which 
be proposed to reduce* so* that 6*d. on a 
bottle would bcasuSicicntadditionalcharge 
upon the consumer, 

Mr. J. Fil$ger£td approved of the re¬ 
duction of the intended new duties upon 
*rines» fell! he had hoped that the right 
bon. gnfewould hav e given some expla¬ 
nation OTTtbe reasons which made it ne¬ 
cessary to extend, so considerably, the 
scale of taxation for thaTfountry. As he 
understood it, Ireland was now charged 
wift Ilf millions ftnnually, when her re¬ 
venue was but 3 millions. 

, Mr. Foster said, the revenue pf Ireland 
was not quite 3 millions, aud the interest 
of its debt was millions. The expences 
altogether were g millions, which was al¬ 
lowing 6 millions both for its quota to the 
expences qf the empire, and 3 millions for 
its own separate expences; it was bemuse 
the revenues of Ireland were so notoriously 
inadequate to the expences, that bethought 
it right to raise as large a sum of money as 
he could by taxes width should not be 
severely felt* 

Mr* Hawthorn, objected to the duty on 
tfra, and thought it would have a direct 
tendency to encourage smuggling. He 
thought, at least, that, as, a proposition 
; ibr the duty was not made until alter the 
likhasales had closed,and tlie Irish agents 
had made their purchases, wholly iuappre- 
heasive of such a duty, that at feast the 
duty should not operate for a very ponsi- 
dcrable time. 1 \ ■ ""j 

.* Mr. Foster answered, that the jduty 
would fall on the consumer, and not on 
the tea-dealer, • and« that, the tea-dealer 
Wpwl# not wait for imposing the increased 
price, Until the duty should actually come 
into operation, but lay it on the article the" 
very moment that the first account 
proposed him. ‘ ,*M& : $Mve~ 

fore wished topuHli© money into theT{ ‘ 
he treasurjigtM#»ot into the pocket sW the 
. be 

on 



foreign salt imported info Ireland. He 
observed, that the provision trade of Ire¬ 
land was rapidly declining, and this duty 
would have the effect of making it worse, 
and of creating an alarm among the trade ; 
because, he was sure, it would add to the 
price of salt, of which so large a quantity 
was used in curing meat. Besides, this 
increasd of price would operate as u hard¬ 
ship on the poor Irish cot lager, whose 
situation called for the compassionate at¬ 
tention of every man. 

Mr. Foster said, the thing itself was 
no great object, and he was ready to coin¬ 
cide with the. wishes of those gent., who 
thought that foreign sail ought to be ex¬ 
empted. He would not press any thing 
that might even be supposed to have an 
effect on the provision trade; aud ror the 
.encouragement of that trade, as we,li as of 
the merchants in general, he would intro¬ 
duce a provision to allow the warehousing 
of salt imported into Ireland.—The bill 
having gone through the committee, the 
report was ordered to be received to¬ 
morrow.—Adjourned. 

HOC SR OF LORDS. 

Saturday, June 30. 

[Minutes.] —The Karl of Balcarrns 
presented a petition from certain planters 
and others interested in the British W. 
India colonies, against the Slave Trade 
Abolition bill, and prating that the same 
may hot pass into a hnv ; also a petition 
from.E, P. Lyon, Esq. agent for the bland 
of Jamaica, to the same purport. These 
petitions being read, they were severally 
ordered .to lie on the tabl*.—The royal 
assent was given by commission to the 
Woollen Manufacturers’ bill, and the 
Grfat Tull ham Inclosm e bill —The bills 
upon the table were forwarded in their re¬ 
spective stages, among these, the Irish 
Corn Exportation bill was read a 3d time 
aifd passed.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

1 Saturday , June 30, 

! [Minutes. ]~Tb$ Exchequer Bills bill 
was read a 3d time, dud passed,—On the 
motion ft# the 3d reading of the Irish 
Stamp Duties bill, Mr. Corry stated, that 
fevWas bis intention, had the hon. mover 
rifo framer of the bill been present, to 
have proposed a short clause by way of 
fitter to the bill, for, regulating the mode 
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of keeping the Irish Stamp Duty accounts, j 
Mr. Sturgess Bourne expressed his readi-1 
ness to postpone the 3d reading of the bill 
to Monday, in ordet to accommodate the 
right horn gent. Mr. Corry deckned ae-, 
ceptmg tins indulgence, and stated, thal 
he believed the object he had in view could 
be obtained by an order of the house. 
The bill was then read a 3d time and 
passed.—Mr. lluskisson presented an 
Account ol the estimated Charge op his' 
Majesty's Ciwl List Revenue for the quar¬ 
tets ending 5th April and 5th July, 1804. 
He also picsented au Account of the mo¬ 
ney advanced from the Civil List tor public 
services, not. made good by parliament, 
and an Account ot the Sum wanted to de¬ 
fray the Kvpcmcsoi employing Convicts 
at h' ine. Os dt red to lie on the table. 
The jii^h Customs and Excise bill was re- 
poi it .1, and ordered to be read a 3d time 
on Monday.—Mr. Alexander brought up 
a bill, granting an Annuity to the family 
of die late Lord Kilwarden. Read a 1st 
tune, and ordered to be read a 2d time 
on Monday. —Adjouri\ed. 


consideration of the bill until the next ses¬ 
sion of parliament, and with reference to 
that notice, he should not now trouble „ 
their lordships with any motion relative! 
to the prayer of the petitioners; but 
should it happen that the bill be read a 2d 
time this session, he then should feel it hi* 
duty to move their lordships that the peti- * 
titmers, pursuant to their prayer, should 
have leave to be heard by their counsel 
against the measure.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Monday , July 2. 

[Minutes.]— The bills on the table 
were forwarded m their respective-.stages. 
— The Scotch Additional Force bill, the 
East India Prize Goods, the Irish Linen 
Man id act urea, and the Denmark Mint 
bill*, severally passed through committees 
of the whole house without amendment; 
alter which the reports of the same wire 
riccued.—The Irish Stamp Duties'bill, 
and the Exchequer Rills' bill were brought 
up from the Commons, and read a 1st 
time.—The Insolvent Debtors' bill was 
pH sented, and read a 1st time. 

[Slave Trade.] —The Duke of Clti* 
react presented two petitions against the 
slave trade abolition bill. The first from 
certain inhabitants of the town of Liver- 
pool, whose names were thereunto sub¬ 
scribed ; and the second, from certain 
merchants and mortgagees, interested in 
the British West India colonies, praying 
that the bill may not pass into a few* and 
that they have leave to be heard by fcheit 
counsel against the same. His R. .If, 
observed it was probable a variety of pei 
titions*would be presented agaipst the bill. 
Their lordships would recollect the notice 
given by a noble sec, of state then absent* 
his intention to move for postponing .jjbf 


HOUSE OF ^COMMONS, 

Monday , July 2. 1 

[Minutes.] —A new writ wa&jrdered 
for the election of a burgess fcMKcking. 
ham, in the room of the rigfHIRon. T* 
Grenville, who since his election had ac¬ 
cepted the Stewardship of his Majesty'* 
Chilteru Hundreds; also another for tjfoef 
borough of Aylesbury, the room of John 
Bent, Esq. whose election ha^J been de¬ 
clared void.*r-Mr. W. Pole obtained leave 
to bring in a bill for vesting in Trustees r 
certain lands near Chatham, lor the better 
securing his Majesty's docks, ships, and 
stores, at jPhatham \ also certain lauds on 
War ley Common, for the convenience of 
his Majesty's ordnance stores.—Mr. Hus- 
kibson moved, that there belaid before the 
house, an Account of the gross p^duce 
of the Stamp Duties for the year ending 
the 5th of Jan. I8§4>- distinguishing as, far 
as possible, the different classes and the 
amount of the duties attached to each, 
Ordered # person from the Stam^ 
Office* presented the same at the bar H 
when on the motion of Mr., Iiuskisson, it 
was referred to the committee of ways and 
means.—Mr, JuhnStou, from the office of 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, presented aa 
account of the ptMtipfclars of the Treasury 
Incidents in Ireland for the year 1803, of 
the sums advanced forijhe Barrack depart¬ 
ment* the Ordpance accounts, and several 
other public accounts- Ordered to lie on 
the table,—Sii|i <•» 

report of the commif^e respecting the 
comparative value p/ Eigltsh and Scotch 
barley and malt h&d been Spine time before 
the house, g^ve ifotiee/ that he shout# 
du Wednesday next bring forward amdi^W 
oh ’gnp. subject,, ■ • ■ • - 1 • r j >' w 5 

£Co.u^V^aFaiT Dollars" Bill.]—M r .* 1 
Stjfrm B^trm moved the better of the 
dav for the*2d. reading of the counterfeit 
doffars^btH, y* 

Mr, FrmwASkli , 
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tag in many of the observations made some 
davs ago by an hon. gent, on the other 
aide, ^Mr. Princep) on the subject of this 
‘till. The right oh privilege of coining 
OKmey in this country, and I believe in 
every monarchy, is a royalty inseparable 
from the crown. To counterfeit the king’s 
<&jsn is treason. To iix the stamp or im¬ 
pression, is the king’s unquestionable pre¬ 
rogative, in order that the value of the 
coin may be known on inspection. The 
Ring’s effigy, $a guarded from imitation, k 
a security to his selects for the standard 
and the weight of the money issued for their 
Use by the royal mint, and* no other. ..The 
denom^ggpn, or the value for which the 
coin iiflpss current,*is in the breast of 
the if any unusual pieces are 

joined, that Value must be ascertained by 
proclamation. Now, Sir, what are these 
( dollars i Thffy arc coinWat Birmingham; 

, and they bear the impression, of the king’s 
Itead. l>of# that stamp furnish any secu¬ 
rity to persons, who receive them, that 
they really possess that intrinsic value at 
which they are circulated ? I desire to know 
whether they are considered as a sign or a 
deposit ? M they are nothih| bhi a token. 
Receivable b$ the Bank at 5s. a piece pf 
copper or>of paper would do as well, ; If 
they profess to be iS$ that fomnsie value* 

/ they assert a falsehood. tVe kiibw th# 

• • they are not worth ’thpre'W.‘ : ',6d/ 
1 !fhey, who are tepipte# to receive theiii 
v fey the king’s stamp and ih^i bcaoty Of the 
. pieced are likme to lose the' difference 
T either by a false coinage, p|"baser metal, 

‘ Ml A) tti alM. • .W-k, / I Jo* VllajAl'n iV«'«WM.r 1 


than by what 


/im-lieir &dvertta&- 
inent, '"call fh# &if 6#e£t of use in the 
course of cireulatioti* Now* who is to 
judge 'b^tw^exrthe^'" " 
preeiatioti 


B ... , i . ( . 

■ gam 4Jd, ' ■cah/ 

dad a.pi^tenc# m *>; i JtaRe" 

, doae'Wnjfi'ofA 
" stamp “or 

t tit. A? fSiJp* f 1 W s Wilt. '■U JLsVu^ jALlAJk .kL^ f tA.Atj'l'l 1 
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issued by the Bank, if such a relief to cir¬ 
culation be really wanted, to any body 
who wishes to receive them, at their mar¬ 
ket price, or intrinsic value, suppose 4-s. <>d. 
without any obligation to take them again. 
No siah condition would be wanted. I 
lemembor a time when the gold coin of 
Portugal was as current and as well re¬ 
ceived here as guineas, and even more in 
ciidilation; and that too, by the mere 
force of their intrinsic value. It is said 
that nobody is compelled to take these new 
Birmingham dollars. Wlnt then ? you 
tempt the ignorant, you otter to relieve 
the necessitous, and you expose them all 
to be defrauded; that is, you bait the 
hook, and then you say, that nobody need 
swallow it. On The whole, Sir, I aiu 
against this bill; but if it must pass, I hope 
that care will be taken to prevent the Bank 
from calling m .these dollars when tuny, 
please. Otherwise, f by giving only a -hurt 
notice, they might connive to leave a groat 
part of them in the hands of any body who 
happened to be possessed of them at any 
given moment. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne defended the bill ns 
one to which the arguments of the hon. 
gent, did not in any respect apply. This 
bill did not go to give new powers to any 
individuals, but only to protect and gne 
security to the property ol a omi- 
p&ny^vhieh had issued certain tokens upon 
its own credit. These weie not issued as 
fye&ring the character or impression of the 
current coin. of the realm; but given as 
securities from that company alone. The 
oily question then was, whether it was 
not better to issue them in money, in order 
to prevent those forgeries and counterfeits 
which must take place to a gr< d extent, 
if they were issued in paper? The hon, 
gent, might as well object to a bill brought 
in to prevent the forgery of bank nous; 
and that on the ground of such notes bring 
made in a particular shape. There was 
no compulsion on the public, as to taking 
the dollars in question; they were found 
, to be the most Convenient circulating me- 
' dimifthis time ; and the shape of the 
doff#s now issued, was the best calculated 
tb-prevent frauds upon the public. With 
a time for calling them in* 
$$ wholly silent on that point, 

what necessity there was for 
af .jpird^o'p.;, As to what the lion* 

^to an advertisement 
’c0i(likft.f^^ ; ihe^^thk, there certainly was 
for ao such 
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tice had prevailed as that of the Bank re¬ 
fusing to take, after a certain period, dol¬ 
lars previously issued by them. 

Lord Volixstone.— Sir; 1 wish to say a 
few words on this bill, before it is read a 
3d time, and not the less so on account 
of the speech we have just heard; which 
may linked have bccu an answer to the 
liou. aent. whom it professed to answer, 
but winch was certainly no answer to the 
objections which I fed to this measure. 
Sir, tins bill may be viewed in two lights; 
Ibt, preventing the counterfeiting of 
dollars, which is its professed object; and 
2d, whir h is not its object, but which will 
be equally its effect; viz. the authorizing 
of the issuing these dollars in their pre¬ 
sent circumstances by a legislative act* 
Mou. 1 insert that, if it be fit to authorize 
or permit these dollars to be so issued, it 
is ncccssauly fit to prevent the counter¬ 
feiting of them ; but I conceive, that it is 
bv no means lit to do this. These dollars 
are to bo considered either as tokens or as 
com. U they are to be considered as 
tola ns, then I object to the bill on these 
grounds I object to its being brought 
forward as a government measure; and 
supported by the weight and authority 
which it ucquiics from that circumstance ; 

1 object too, to the king’s image being im« 
pieced upon the dollars. It is a prfFafe 
comim rcial transaction of the Bank, with 
which the king and the govt, have nothing 
to do. If these dollars are to be looked 
upon as coin, other objections still weigh¬ 
tier lie against this measure. As in tfye 
former supposition, I object to the goVt. 
having any concern with it, in this Case, 

I object, to t lie interference of the Rank, 
What have the Bank to do with coining 
moue) ? Why is the coin tube issued frOm 
the Bunk ? The act of coining money, and 
issuing coin is every where e&ieemM and 
reserved as the special* act of the sovereign* 
It is one of the most important attribute 
oi sovereignty; and why wo are to bestow 
it on the Bank, is what I wish to enquire. 
There is another circumstance of graver 
consideration in this business. If these 
dollars are to be esteemed coin, I>hptil4, 
be glad to know according to what standard, 
their value is fixed at 5s. ? The real tilde 
of the dollar in sterling money* is 4$. fid. 
why are they to be issued for os. f i know 
their current value in the market is now 
5s., but that is not their sterling yaloe. 
To issue them, therefore, at that rate, it 
no less a fraud on the public, than if orie- 
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ninth of the silver in the shilling was taken 
away, and the remaining 10|d. coined 
into the shape of a shilling, and issued ag’ 
such. Thege is a third point, which i% 
is worth while to consider, and that is this, 
what security we have that the dollars thus 
issued contain the same cfuautjty of silver 
which they purport to do ? At the mint, 
theie are proper officers to examine and 
ascertain this fact with respect to the com 
there issued* Whose business is it to exa¬ 
mine these dollars ? How are wo to be sure 
that there has been no clipping or no rub¬ 
bing in their second coinage at Birming¬ 
ham ? On these grounds* then, Sir, 1 ob¬ 
ject to this measure; I wish tjjjuiow in 
the first place what character tlBe dol¬ 
lars are to bear—-whether they are to be 
esteemed tokens or coin l In both eases, 
there are great objections to the measure; 
bat most of all is it objectionable, that 
they should have this sort of mixed cha¬ 
racter, and that it should not be known 
precisely in what light they are to be 
viewed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, 
that there never bad been entertained the 
smallest idea of considering these dollars* 
as current coin. They were only tfnother 

S ide of issuing notes for small sums, and* - 
arefpre, auy arguments, founded po the 
notion that they were to to issued a* cur- 
rant coin, were wholly inapplicable. The 
legislature in passing the present bill, which 
did not con vain any provision sanctioning 
Or even permitting the issue, would do 
nothing more than as it was found for the 
public convenience to issue these dollars 
mtb circulation, make, the counterfeiting 
them a crihe, which it was not as the law 
then fctOod. Whether the quantity to bo 
issued should not exceed a certain propor¬ 
tion to the silver coin ip circulation, was 
a question cerfainlyfnotundeservmg of at- 
ithiMqb, Mot tho difficulties attending any 
eifieia^t arrangement for the adjustment of* 
the silver ^okijige were too Well known to 
i jnake tevj^cessary for him to touch upon 
that subject dien. In the issue of the dpi- 
^nteiehtet^d into an-engagement, 
:'io tbl'same rate at 

y&dcjj they : ^|ted''ibemi and in fixing tik 
inst^ces they had only It 
'as possible., 

■ |f it^ w^re fiir the pdblie copve- 

iiiendfeTo isiruie’dollkt^ circuntt- 

stages, he trusted, the’ bouse bremfd pot, 
be satisfied to leave to 

the danger of their being couiiferfelted. 
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Mr. WMham said, lie could wot object 
to any provision that went to 'prevent the 
• commission of crimes, and the great public 
iittconvenience arising from counterfeits. 
Jfrit what he complained of in the mea- 
sure in question was, that two operations, 
distinct in thei| nature, were not kept 
distinct in * their appearance. This was 
the very groou^^h^t his noble friend 
4 Lord Folkestone) had insisted upon. 
It was proposed that, to supply the defi¬ 
ciency of smaller currency, dollars should 
fee issued by the Bank, / To this there was 
not, as far as fee knew, any objection, 
Rut why,give to those dollars an air and 
character which aid not belong to them, 
and wlj&h must, infallibly make it sup¬ 
posed by three-fourths, of those who were 
to, receive them, that they had an autho* 
t I'ity which they had not, and were issued 
in gome sort upon the, footing of other 
coin, and under tfie sanction of tk$ sove¬ 
reign ? What can be the use, or rather 
what dan be the propriety, of such a de¬ 
ception ? An ambiguity rof this sort ought 
M*ot to be suited to rest on the transac¬ 
tion, whether considered with a view to 
the high privilege in questiod, namely, 
that of coining, a privilege which was the 
immediate badge and pledge of sovereign* 
ty, or in the view of: towards tie 

subject, who should, not be: made to re- 
, ceive any thing in paymentrinid^r a faille 
impression of the authority fey- which it 
was issued. |f these doliatk are tokens 
merely, why affix to them the image of 
the sovereign } If th^ ^re coin, w*hy sub¬ 
loin the arms of the^Bauk ? h it fit that 
in a tpatter of this« sort anyahiiig should 
be left, or ratlre^ ; put* in this 
kind of doubtful anif equivocal state ? 
There can be neither dignity nor fairness 
in such a proceeding. Is i^aaid !s that the 
arms of the Bank Iteafeg placed .upon tfeemv 
sufficiently 1 shff^at < 'tfeity' epw* 

But of what .use, then, feeadi. 

if the Bank '<uT9Mk ■ 

V'tfwit coin,, the -KmgVheadi;?!seemt;:'fequaB^' 
to shew that they dr* f hot, 
,Th^ f combin 4 tton of .t^ ' 

ain'feigqity t /'eye»,:; - fer 

why 

1 .of 

Jtfsr be t 

cterato^rited Upofe it* ; 



taken for a 7%* piece, or for any other 
of the current coin of the kingdom; and 
as the representation of coin is not com¬ 
plete, so as to briug the act within any of 
the laws against coining, that iheicior* 
the house has no right, nor is it called 
upon, to interfere. The house is inter¬ 
fering at this* very moment, so as to give 
to the Bank a secuuty which it could not 
otherwise have; and therefore, before' 
they grant this security, they may stipu¬ 
late, that the Bank should nut annex to 
their issues any character which may tend, 
by possibility even, to confound them with 
the current coin of the kingdom. It is as 
little possible to say that there is not dan¬ 
ger of such contusion. The image of the 
sovereign, stamped upon a piece of metal 
having all the ordinary characters, and 
being used for all the culinary purposes of 
coin,' and possessing an intrinsic value 
nearly equal to that lor which it passes, 
conveys an idea of something very 
like a piece of money, that u seems in 
vain to hope that the mistake will not be 
made; and to such a mistake ought the 
house to contribute ? He would not press 
the matter further, but conclude by ex¬ 
pressing his perfect concurrence iu the ob¬ 
jections of his noble friend. 

Mr, If* Thornton was ready to admit 
fcha^the remarks made by the right horn 
geiit. Who spoke last, and others, were not 
unfounded; but they did not apply to this 
bill. It certainly was not desirable that 
any company of men should do that winch 
was the prerogative of the crown. With 
respect to these silver tokens of the Bank, 
be* must say they were issued at that 
amount which ought to be the value of 
silvei* in England. On the same prin¬ 
ciple, these tokens in Ireland were to pass 
at titrate, of 6s. iu order to accommodate 
them- to the state of the exchange m that 
country. He certainly objected to the - 
f pigineiple of public bodies having the pri- 
vffag&to do acts that properly belonged to 
sovereign. But this objection would * 
fef done away, when it was considered 
di&t the present was only a temporary ex- 

Mr. Dent said, the measure in question 
only went to give ease and facility to the 
wrouiating- medium of the country at 
large, and of London in particular, which 
were much;; indebted to those who had 
brought# forward., 

Mr, Pmcep contended, there was in 
this measure the strongest temptation to 
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counterfeit, without even adulterating the 
silver. The standard value of a doliai 
was 4s. 6d. What was there then to pre¬ 
vent men from getting new dollars,* and 
giving them the shape of those issued by 
the Bank, and then gaining {id. on each ot 
them ? 

Mr. Johnstone contended, that govt. Was 
now enabling the banks of England and 
Ireland to commit a fraud; for th£y would 
pay their debts in a coin whose re*} was 
less than its nominal value. 

Mr. Pitt answered, that the Bunk wa£ 
liable to take back these dollars, and*give' 
for them the sum at whiqh they were is* 
sued.—The bill was then read a third time 
and passed. 

[Conduct of Jupofi Fox.f—A peti¬ 
tion of Gerard Indue, Esq. of RouhiicM^j 
in the county of Fermanagh, the late high j 
sheriff of that county, was presented to 
the house by CollffJofe, and read: setting 
forth,that the day previous to the com*, 
♦mission day of the last summer assizes for 
Hie said county, the petitioner, anxious 
to pay all the respect in his power to the 
judges of assize, and the bearers of the 
commission of his beloved sovereign, sent 
• a person to the county of Cavad to wait 
on the judges in hhs name, aiid learn froth 
them the hour he should meet them at,the 
bounds of the county; and that the bon#/ 
Mr. Justice Fox having named &ti hout| 
for that purpose, the petitioner resolved 
to be at the proper place before the ttntt&j 
appointed, with such attendants aa usual, 
and dressed as well as becamO tjtiO^^i- 
tioner’s fortune, and with which the judges 
on the spring circuit had not: found any 
fault; and that the petitioner resides near 
the extremity of the* county most distant 
from where the judges were, to enter it, 
and was therefore oblige# to set out from 
liis own house the day before the day on 
which the judges were to enter the same, 
and to sleep at a small and indifferent;jihn; 
in the village of Newtown Butler, wlttch 0*0! 
only afford accommodation for 2 or'*$|pP^ 
sons, and tliat very indifferent, UU earttfoh 
floors, from which circumstances the peti* 
tioner could not expect the gent iff tipi 
county to submit to such accomtnods^foh, 


least half an hour before the timfe ap* 
r>ointed by Mr. Justice Fox, but be, hav¬ 
ing come at an earlier hour than he had* 
appointed, bad advanced into the peti¬ 
tioner’s bailiwick about 2 miles before the 
petitioner and his attendants came up; 
and'that the petitioner, oh meetiug the 
judges, went up, with his hat off*, to apo¬ 
logize, and mention the cause of his not 
being at the bounds of the County t wh&n 
they arrived, when the holt Justice Fox, ? 
|in*the most insulting manner; Without no¬ 
ticing the petitioner, ordered his postilion 
to drive oti ; and tliat, on going into the 
court house (though the judge was in his 
ridipg dress, in boots, Ac.), after the pe¬ 
titioner going to his carriage to wait oh 
him, on his coming but he rushed by the 
petitioner in a most violent manner, or¬ 
dering the petitioner, in the most insult- 
tog language, to take of£lus hat; and that 
although the petitioner had paid him every 
respect m aforesaid, and he and his bro¬ 
ther judge, had honoured the petitioner 1 
with their company at dinner on the pro- * 
ceding day, the i&d horn Judge Fox, in 
his charge to the grand jury, delivered id 
the face of the county, used the most gross 
and degrading language to.the petitioner; 
such never before been addressed 

to him petitioner then acting as high 
shenff^i for hot having come to*meet httn 
ontMa edformg the hounds of the county, 
. : imd chaffed the petitioner, in the grossest 
manner, with farming out to hire his baili- 
fffok; which the petitioner never did, vaud 
coirelndod: by impbkffff on the petitioner a 
nbtmeeting him as afore¬ 
said; fM3# tfa*t the jpetitioner humbly con* 
carves, that nltbbdgh his not being at flie 
boontla of the oobnty to meet the judge 
on bk entrance was an omission, it was 
offing to tW : judge being so much earlier 
than the time he had appointed, which 
may eppeir by the affidavit of Mr. G. 
Bell t the person the petitioner sent to the 
Ufounty-of Cavan (in place of his sub-she- 
iifly who wak then indisposed, and is since 


N’ 1 . 

.If 


* judges; and that, in ... 

petitioner's request. m 
the county did meet the judgesaonwtoihw 
front the county town, 00 the dayfef their 
. arrival; and tltat the petitioner «M>uId 
•have been at the bounds of the oiutrtyet 
Voi. II. 


deed) to wait on the judges in his name 
and receivetbeir commands, and particu- 
'•#» at which the peti<*, 
Ssot-er should be Id feinting for them: these 


merely to be in bis pom to reaeive considered, the petitioner 


twists ittofefeot such a crime a* to merit 
opprobrious eeasoae, and to heavy a fine; 
«fid diat titopetitioner feels, degraded .tod 
tofesed in the -eyes of his country, so long 
to tbeitojuryito ptf *-, 

dressed; andthtoth*pett&mer can verify 

. '31*. ' '7 .*v/% . , , ' 
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qp oath the truth , of the foregoing peti- cause of all the lamentable miseries and 
tion; and therefore praying the house to distractions that had be fallen that couu- 
1 # afford the petitioner such, redress as to try. lie was sanguine enough to hope*, 
justice may seeiu meet,”~Ordered, that the that, if ever that bkssed day should ar- 
said petition do lie uppn the table, rive, when the members for Ireland would 

* ffnisii Customs anp Excise Bixx.] be unanimous in recommending measures 
, —Mr. Foster moved the order of the day best calculated to promote the permanent 
for the 3d reading of the Irish Customs interests of their country, they would 
- and Excise bill. On the question i#?i«g have the hearty concurrence of tire mem- 
put, ^hers for this part of the empire. And 

The lion. C» H. Hutchmson rose., He here he begged to enter his solemn protest 
said he could* not suffer tins opportunity against the principle, from whatever quar¬ 
to pass, without making a few obsprva- ter it tiay have bgeu derived, that Irish 
tioas qu the sitnaii a^ fef that part ofthemembers Ought not to in for fere on ques- 
w empire to whichof thi4 bill lions, exclusively confined to G. Britain, 

’' Was to be fight bop. .geofe npt vice ver$ai Such a principle was in 

opposite h^d suited the n&- direct contradiction to the spirit of tbe 

lion at debt '<^^wland to have, been Union, wirtcb transferred the care of the 
, ■ *25 .00 0 .OQQl.i JM ab5a»Od0*QQriift i'Wft?] Ahttresfo of all parts of the united empire, 
and that jJlpSfvenues of that . country to the enlightened wisdom and impartial 
.. were rapid^^declining. He; justice of our imperial legislature. The 

that since Jan fast, a dcM^tion 'rijgbjl hop. gent, hod$fpposed two arrange- 
taken place in the revenue to, thp. ap^unt ments,for supporting the sinking resources 
of 300,0001. and yet with, its manufoh** of the country: he had appealed to the 
, lures annihilated, except its, staple, the gent, of Ireland to* assist in promoting the 
HjJen manufacture, with its provision trade; effectual collection of the revenue, and to 
diminished* and its resources ...emanated*' the minister of the empire, to give edict 
that country had added 9,5Q6,O00h to its tq->a system, of economy. These, *huw- 
^ctebt thb year, while G. Britain, during ever, wefce not of themselves sufficient to. 
the $£me period, enjoying a commerce, aave the country, and he should look 
commensurate with the limits of •&*.-&*<»' ppoq himself as deficient in duty, if he 
Jbituble world, with inanafac^^,ilv«neglected to remind the house, that soine- 
of the highest prosperity*, and^waalth and thiug more was necessary to save that 
^sources inexhaustible, b^d A< a4feji bpt ^r country from the ruin, which, by the 
\ hum little „exceediiig ;i2 # pTO f 0£bl'.':. , ; .|r of4be,right hon. gent, and by 

unnecessary to accompany »tjkch a state-; t|fo papers/on the tabic, appeared to bo 
meat with any obsmaiiona on the .Spw- iinpj|fBdijng *over it. No man lamented 
cial difficulties that must bp the fate of! more .than he did the circumstances of 
Ireland; difficulties which oue w^nW be ‘exclusion under which tin? present admi- 
altopst afraid to look in face. The nistration was formed ; yet whatever loss 
right hon. gent. 1? ad-proposed to support he .must suppose the public service to have 
the sinking revenue of Ireland* by raising, sustained thereby,- when he looked at the 
m adduionar revenue to of right hon. geat* (Mr. Rut), when he re- 

1,253,00.01*; and here he took PCO^fon to coilet^ed the experience, he had had for 20 
Return his than^< to that mbl hoja. years ill the govt, of Ireland,, when he 

for haying given up .qaJ.Wi tcupind the circumstances, feelings 

dpty ( ,ou under which he had ie- 

/*«d when he perceived 

'Hut that %ht 4«%. >to power, convinced as he 

jtyfaad had been miserably 

■1$ ’ h^y|^y;;‘.^fcrited, anclthat nothing had since oc- 
:* , tb.£%p®& those, .sentiments and 

1>ad,. ! though he lamented tlie princi- 

■ exolwri^liou which his adinimsira- 

,,#dk$ v*he could not but ouiua 
! t ' TVO ^^i r 'f^V04^rc^|ily Io *tibe cause of his country, 
more '.from the return of* that right bon. gent, to 

than'l*e; pvwn^tye kpped &hd trusted the right 

would bear the waiter’ in his 
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mind, that he would take it with him to f which required a sum qf iff,0001. tr> pro* 
his closet during the recess, and employ vide them with a shelter from the weather*, 
on it his gigantic faculties, that he should Mr. Windham , before such a vole pussedy. 
not be misled by weakness, bigotry, or thought it highly incumbent bn the housb, 
wickedness. lie could not avoid advert- to be apprised of the manner in which the 
ing to these circumstances at a moment money was to be applied, and also to 
when they were going to impose nearly know that it was to be committed to proper 
one-half in addition to the actual amount bauds. For the mere erection oi sheds to 
of the revenue in Ireland. The bun. cover these curiosities iff,OOOl. was a very 
gent, then adverted to the suspension of large sum. 

the Habeas Corpus act, and the bill’ for The Chancellor of the Exchequer said* 
establishing martial law, the policy of that it was not mutely for the reception of 
which measures, or of repealing thein in the^te curiosities that the application was 
the present instance, he did not mean to made-to the house. The grant, if obtained, 
enter into ; and after bearing honourable would be employed in the general im- 
tustimony to the manner in which the provenaent and exteusiun of the Museum* 
govt, of Lord Hairdwicke had been adrai- so as to render it more adequate to the 
nibtered, concluded with a declaration of reception of new curiosities similar td those 
his wish to rivet the attention of the right adverted to, or to such others as acciden- 
hon. gent, (the Chancellor of the Exche- tal circumstances, or individual liberality 
quer) to the state of Ireland, and that the might from time to time afford, 
security depended *not upon fortifications Mr* Sheridan was by no means disposed 
or blockading squadrons, but upon the, to oppose the petition, but thought, that if 
affections and loyalty of the people.—The such a liberal grant were afforded, the 
bill was then proceeded with, and after public ought dn return to have greater fa- 
some progress had been made, the farther ciUty of access to the curiosities which the 
proceeding was put off to to-morrow. ■ museum contained. 

[Egyptian Antiquities.]—M r. Rose Mr. W. Smith was friendly to the ge- 

brought up a petition from the trustees of neral object of the petition, as it had been 
the British Museum, praying the aid of,>explained by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
the sum of 10,0001. td enable them to chequer. lie considered it rather discre- 
make an addition to the British Museum, ditable to the national oharucter, that so 
in order to secure those valuable inonu- much trad for k oeutqry past boeqydoue for 
menls from the effects of the weather, other national objects* while sd littio had 
The bon. member stated, that the applica- been done for the Entouragenaetit of the 
tiou had the sanction of the crown, and arts. affording the grant proposed, the 
that the object of the * petitioners was to house would ohly bedding whht they ought 
provide suitable apartments for the prdscr- jong ago to have done. ‘ 
xatiou of invaluable monuments of anti- Mr. Banker thought the plan and esti- 
quity, which had been acquired by the mate ought to be laid before the house.*— 
valour, intrepidity, and skill of out troops After a few words from Sir W. Young and 
in an expedition seldom equalled iu the . Dr,. Laurence, 

annals of any country, and which were. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, to 
now under a shed exposed to the injuries ; tisfy all parties; moved that the plan and 
of the weather. 1 estimate of the proposed improvements 

Sir J. Sinclair thought the sum a consi- should be laid on the’tabic; after which a 
durable one, and wished to know whether committee might iie appotu tied to ex ami up 
it was intended to submit the petition to the proprietyofgr&ntiug the sums required, 
the consideration of a committee* or to Ordered. ^ 

vote the sum in the committee of supply, [CtviE Ltsf].—The Chanedlar of the 
without further investigation? Exchequer moved the order,of the day for 

Mr. Hose replied,, that be did not pro- the house to^go into a corntnitiee of supply, 
pose to vote more than half the sum this and that the reports of the Civil List Pi thb 
session. All that could be done during last^ and likewise • of-the pt‘ttsen.#l^dslon> 
the recess, would be to lay the foundation, and the several accounts relative thereto, 
and no money would'be laid out but what together with the additional tpr 

was absolutely necessary. *■* ^ \ Che^navy; the Sierra Leone cbnij; a ly, the 

Mr., Franck, wished To have stated to Afrtean*company, andtbe 
{he 1 louse the nature of the uionuhaentfc lege estimat^ be referred thereldi i —^1 h 3 

■* 
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bouse having accordingly resolved itself 
into a committee, %e right lion. gent. ob- 
Served, that as the state of his Majesty's 
’civil list had been so fully before the house 
in the report both of the last and present 
’wtsSsion, it would not be necessary for him 
<0 detain the committee, by dwelling at 
any"length upon the subject to which he 
' proposed to call its attention. The re¬ 
ports shewed that a considerable exceeding 
had taken place in several articles in the 
year 1802 , beyond the estimates of 178?. 
This exceeding, it appeared, had taken 
place only in articles of three descriptions: 
1st, m the Sd class, which comprehended the 
salaries and establishments of foreign mi¬ 
nisters ; next, in the 4th class, compre. 
bending the expences of the household; 

• And lastly, in that class of expenditure, 
ranked under the head of occasional pay* 
tnents. Mqpy 9 / the items of increase 
under this head,"arose from jthp additional 
expences of foreign service, from objects 
Of internal police, from the augmented 
expences of the two houses of parliament, 
from secret foreign services, and the addi¬ 
tional expence in messengers, jq.<spj»e~ 
qpence of the jfeqfiTval «f hostilities, 1 The 
house, op the. grounds stated iu the report 


of 1802, had votpd a sum to discharge the ^parliament, to law charges, and certain 


arrears then due on his Majesty’s civil list, 
aud that they had voted that aum, aud it 
bad appeared tone their 
Cjirther arragemept should b« mttdf.wpsht, 
vide against the accuiitul^OB <tf debt od it,f 
in future, no measure, had been since taken 
ftp equalize the revenue to the expenditure. 
Two years and a half,,had since elapsed, 
apd the debt which he had then to propone* 
to make a provision for, ^mounted, to 
590,0001. Gent, would perceive that, the! 
debt on tl »e civil list was last ye$r2oQi0O6l. 
and that the accession of it since had been 
only in a proportion conformable to the 
grgduol excess of tht; : expenditure •vejr4t$i 
former estimates. The right hop.,goat, 
tjppsfere,.hoped, that on the .ground 0» 
Which the house had granted the money in 
A802, to discharge the debt affecting the 
■ civil list,, there would be no objection to 
fa thf, ptespot, impure, the «»o» oe- 
, oess.a^!w|k«i»dai^' the deh* that 1 had since 
itcQu'nMatod,',■ With, respect to the, future 
«Ih |be .committees 
00 th«i® 0 ,hi‘ , etbaA'ag, | 'e‘ ! d, 
thafftoflht 

inferred ip . the^timates aupu^ly 

Vifijitfkfo 'mpst.of tliehl. *fv fi»' 



foreseen in the former estimates. Many 
of those arose from the war, Irom the in¬ 
ternal circumstances and sanation of the 
country, Jrom increased Jaw e.\f cnees, 
from the additional ex pence of stationary 
tor parliament, from the arrangement lor 
'he improvement of both houses, and Irom 
the i multi plication of private bills, none of 
which ought properly to be charged on the 
civil list* It would also afford a further 
inducement to relieve the civil list from 
such charges, that they might vary with 
circumstances, and some of them even be 
diminished on the recurrence of peace. 
Many tod would increase from the effect 
of thi|t increase in the objects of legisla¬ 
tion, arming out of the growing prosperity 
of the country. These charges came all 
under the head, of occasional payments, 
but it was ndt his intention to propose to 
transfer them all to be annually voted, but 
such a proportion of them as would amount 
td the sum of 135,0001, on the scale on 
which th^y faere estimated for the present 
year, and which would be subject to some 
diminution on the return of.peace. In ad¬ 
dition to the expejnecs of printing for the 
Court h# Exchequer, for the houses of par¬ 
liament, to a provision, for the officers of 


allowances to sheriffs, they would also in¬ 
clude a pravisfoh for the French refugees, 
clergy* and laity. The other heads were 
ofa political nature. In the estimates of 
TfS?* m -allowance had been made for 
i0rui|yr secret services. A sum was usually 
voiad by p&rimment, under the head of 
secret .service money, which was usually 
imiufficienti and the deficiency was made 
up out of the civil list, but in future, ho 
proposedthat the whole estimated expence 
should & laid before the house in order to 
its being provided for by parlmmunt. The 
extraordinary allowances to foreign minis¬ 
ters, find the extra contingencies in the 
office of $e£, of state in war could not have 
made any part of a peace estimate. The 
whole of tte fums for civil and political 
purposes, from which he proposed to re¬ 
lieve the Civil |>st* would be as he before 
stated, 135,0001* This he did not think 
proper to Wte;<at present, he mentioned it 
only by way of explanation, of what he 
meant to sotoait to the house on a future 
rtyy. The other proposal that be had to 
make a positive addition 

to the civil.'list* The addition, be trusted, 
;^quld : ajp|ehrTb gent, (moderate, when it 
was cooitd^rud that the necessity of making 
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it arose chiefly from the increase under the 
head of tradesmen’s bills,, in the different 
departments of his Majesty's household, in 
that of the Lord Chamberlain, the Lord 
Steward, the Master of the Horse, and 
the Master of the Robes. No g$nt. wba 
reflected on the very considerable rise that 
had taken place in the price of every arti¬ 
cle of domestic accommodation, con Id be 
surprised that his Majesty had not confined; 
his expences under that head, within limits 
that had been marked out so Jong since* 
An increase of 40, 50, dr fid. per cent, 
had taken place in such articles since 
1787. The ex peaces under this head, 
chargeable on the civil list, a mood tech in 
1S02 to 218,0001* and he was convinced, 
that a positive addition of 60*0001- to meet: 
the increase in the different articles, would 
appear moderate, especially when it wm 
considered that these were articles, th$t 
most intimately contributed to the comforts 
of every branch of the royal family^ it 
would also be a satisfaction to the house 
to be assured, that they who had the su«* 
perintendance of the disbursements* were 
studious in avoiding any unnecessary ex* 
pence. These formed the chief addition 
to the civil list, for it was apparent, that 
the other charges under the head of oeca- i 
fcionai payments, grew Out of the political j 
circumstances of the c^potry* In the 
cle of pensions, there was a diminution ra- \ 
thcr than an increa being this year 
10,0001. less than in 1802*. Kip* we*;e <E^ 
propose an increase in proportion to* thef 
depreciation in the value of money, atjd to‘1 
correspond with the progress!ye increase 
of other establishments, it would dOl/by* 
any means be unreasonable. Butj, bow-.? 
ever desirable it mighj 
Majesty with the means of exe^cwiii^'ltis 
benevolence on a scale foeflttiag a 
nation, he, in consideration of 
sure of the circumstances of the tiifies^pro* I 
posed that the estimate underhead bf 
pensions, should be taken at §fc<30OL' m- ! 
it was in 1802. The only other item, n* 
which there was any re# exeesa* was in 
certain allowances to the foreign ministers, 
and this would not exceed §0001, There ; 
was another instance in which there would 
be an appareut increase. Wien his: M>a* ; 
jesty's civil list had been settled, the sum 
of 58,0001. was granted to her Majesty to 
cover all the expences of the royal landIv-, 
and it was thought right now tha| parlia¬ 
ment should enable his M ajesty * to gratv. 
the sum of 4Q00L anooaRy from the oivh 


list, the allowance to hjgj| *uegty» being *t» j 
together insufficient* ilpiwbujki create a ! 
charge oi 20,0001* upon the civil list. The 1 , 
whole amount then of the charges to be 
voted annually, would be *35,0001, The 
estimated charges on the civil list, amount* 
ed to 975,000b; the revenue of the civil 
list, did not <|Uit© amount to 90O*O0Oi.*. 
it appeared, however, that certain fee*' 
which had been added to* the civil list, j 
raised it to 921 , 0001 .; wlucl left a deficit \ 
of 64,0001: * Tile right hon. gent., there- 
fbre v proposed to vote a positive addition, 
of 60 , 0001 . to the civil list, and trusted 
that the grounds he had stated would be 
so satisfactory to the committee, that they 
would feeL no repugnance to adopt his pro* 
positions. lie concluded by moving, that 
it be the opinion of the coni mu tee, that 
the sum of 59L3421; 3s. 1014* be granted 
to his Majesty, for decaying the arrears 
of Hie civil fist.—Ou tHV ^ufistidu being 
pht, -i # • 

Mr. said, that in delivering In* 

sentimeut$;on, the present question* he did 
not (fteatt toVbMK- the sm^ltes$ reflecuo», 
either on the present adoums^ation or the 
last ; but it became the house to look with 
eye of extreme jealnu^ hi times, like the 
jpresenL whenever they Were called upon, 
a, grant of life public money. Two. 
fio had understood. it to be the 
intebtfeh &f ,tb$ tfejft admitiMmuou, to fix* 

1 tfie;*- f, ait, a certain 'sum, and 
they h$d a^twmiitation tp pi*e-. 

in future* 
'to; observe, they 
^d : .tM%feOfed apd cMsregarded punctuality 
in the; payings of the different classes, 
Jk^T'h'years previous to the, year 1802* 
I^WrSjge. of the ejyil, list debt was not 
jmbjfe thau 8Q,40Ql. anmialjy, but for the 
:.twb l last years that * gyerage had: trebled. 
The eimm- of this increase he particularly 
.wished to have explained. * The sum* 
uiider the head of special service tor the 
last two years, struck him as rather ex* 
"tr«o^dinaty- The 40,0001." for foreign mi* 
nisters, fee thoeghf, should be specifically 
accounted for. He qjid not ttke.this way 
( of lumping it. It might lead men to con’** 
jccfeuife that it was ntade a cloak forth* 

; applfeakiea of the public money to mipro- 
jper purposes. At the same time that he> 

■ expressed a wish that the house and the 
public ‘Vhottld be satisfied upon ibis point, 
he lagged it to be understood that, far 
frprit deswrihg to abridge the allowance to 
hoc ambassadors, he entertained * hop* 
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that such hllowai|A would be augmented, 
so ai to consnltVi rank and suitable ao 
. coatinodatiott of oof diplomatic agents. 
; Under the head of the Lord Chamberlain's 
office, and particularly with respect to the 
Board of Works, he observed a considera¬ 
ble increase beyond former years. For the 
augmentation ofljift allowance of presents, 
&c. to foreign ministers within the last 
year, ho could hot conceive a reason: He 
meant that kind of allowance granted for 
executing conventions, treaties, &c. as 
there were none such that he recollected. 
Yet this sum materially exceeded the ex¬ 
penditure for a similar purpose in the year 
previous to the last war, when so many 
conventions and treaties with foreign 
po vers were concluded. The excess 
might, perhaps, have proceeded from pre¬ 
sents to the Bafbnry States, but of this he 
wished to be informed. In the compensa¬ 
tion to persfena fcr loss of offices, there 
was an advance of 10,0001. which madfe 
tip for the 10,0003. reduction of the pen- 
. irion list, which had been noticed by his 
right hon. friend, and therefore tfo^re was 
no saving to the pUblkh * The additional 
<cxpence in the offices of fhe three secreta¬ 
ries of state, ’ which was not less than 
77,0001. appeared to him particularly tb 
squire explanation. One of those offices 
was no doubt flew, and he did not mean to 
contend that it was unnecessary hi 'War, 
but upon the return of peace, whfctiever it 
should arrive, he hoped -ft wbujd be done 1 
away. The hon. member stated fefe dp- ] 
probation of the proposal of his right hon.! 
friend, to transfer . tb anofhef fund those 
charges which did not prop£|dy belong to 
the civil-list. There was another item in 
the report on the table upon which th^ 
hon. member confessed that be could ftdt 
touch without pain} his sfiise of dbty 
would not suffer him to ovbHook^t. 1 ' This 
was an advance of 1$,O0&L totire Dukfcftf 
Clarence, which wa« tp bo paid ’ by instal¬ 
ments, and of which 70boL 4*$e still dbe 
If the salary of that illustrious fjfcrsonage, 
or of any other branch of the jroyal family, 
were found Inadequate to provide for the 
comforts which belonged to the station they : 
occupied, he would be as ready as any 
man to consent to a% increase that might 
be necessary ; but he disliked thc#]priuciple 
of such occasional advances as that to 
which h^iiWed. H was a compete file- j 
viatiaf™p^a|r : spirit and Jotter r. 

It tended to disorganize the 
system of*the oivU list. * It would, 
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serve to place the princes of the blood in a 
kind of dependence on the first lord of the 
treasury, who might, if this practice were 
tolerated, advance any sqm he pleased in 
this clandestine manner, without the con¬ 
sent of parliament, to any person he chose 
to accommodate, whether that person be¬ 
longed to the royal family or not. For it 
was hard to say to what an extent the prin¬ 
ciple might be carried, it had, indeed, 
in one instance been extended to a mili¬ 
tary officer (Major-Gen* Gardiner), to 
whom above 20001. had been advanced, 

; with the stipulation of repayment at the 
rate of 300). a-year, not a guinea of which # 
hjHcf been yet received. How came it, that 
the performance of such an engagement 
was not inforced k by those who had die. 
means of doing so, by deducting from the 
salaries they had to pay ? The next point 
tb Which the hon. member called the at¬ 
tention of the house, was the deficiency in 
the fees of officers in the treasury, which 
amounted to 1.5,0001. a sum equal to the 
whole salary of the higher officers in that 
department. IIow such a deficiency grew 
up^ he wished to learn. Upon the whole, 
indeed, of the items to which he had al¬ 
luded, he was anxiousrfor explanation, per¬ 
haps that explanation might remove his 
doubts. To the rime at which this propo¬ 
sition was submitted, he could not help 
sa yhig, that he had much objection. At 
such a crisis as the present, when the 
country had such burdens to bear, and 
fSuch difficulties to encounter, he did not 
think it was decorous or fitting to make 
this application on the part of the crown. 
As it was determined to make it, however 
it was incumbent on his Majesty's ministers 
to couple with it some measure to prevent 
the farther accumulation of debt in this 
•department. He bad heard it said, that 
such a general measure was impracticable; 
but this assertion was not borne out by the 
e.XperipnceJpf many years immediately suc¬ 
ceeding tbeenactment of Mr. Burke's bill. 
It was evident, that either some means 
must be adoptediof keeping the expences 
of this department within the revenue as- 
I sighed, or a necessity would perpetually 
recur of resorting to parliament in the way 
then before the house. The hon. member 
admitted that, if a permanent addition to 
the revenue of the civil list were deemed 
necessary, the arrangement could not be 
put on a.betthr footing than that proposed 
by his right lion, friend. Ife exhorted the 
treasury, with whom the control rested. 



*90$ ■ . ' f$$i! 

to keep all' the govt, offices within the indulgences which should belong to the ,V* 
rales of economy, and not permit extra- Royal Family, as the i#Uy intention was ^ 
vagance of any kind. Among the other ; to enable that illustrious. filthily to main-** ^ 4 
explanations required by the horn gent. ■ tain the rank which, according to the 
he requested to be informed of the amount grant of ij $6, it was admitted they ought 
of the 4 \ per cent, duties which were ap~ to hold. As the only effect of the pro- 
plicable to the purposes of the civil list, posed additioa would be to equalise their,, 
and also of the other resources which /cvenue to the change of cireqnastances 
were applicable in aid of that fund ? which had , take?v place,, he was confident. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer began that there was not one of the constituents 
by complimenting the fair and and parlia- of that house* who would not consider 
mentary manner in which his # hoiw friend that economy extremely misplaced* wbick : 
had stated bis opinions. The principal, should, under, such circumstances, call, 
point upon which his hon. friend seemed upon his Majesty^ family to retrench 
to hesitate as to the propriety of concur- their necessary expcnces, or refuse assent 
ring in the proposition before the house to t^e proposition in debate, particularly ‘ 
was this, that the time of t \var was not when it was, necollected, that the civil list 
that vyhich ought to have been selected was but a commutation which his Majesty 
for an application of this .nature; but in had accepted on bis accession to the 
answer to this objection he would say, throne, for a large hereditary revenue,* 
that it was become necessary to dp oi\e-of When it was considered how long his Ma- 
two things ; either to refuse ,tt> the throne jesty had, happily for this country, occu^ 
an adequate allowance, or to breuk ipj med the throne, for a period uniger al- 
upon the establishment of royalty; and faost than any sovereign to be found in 
he did not believe that there was a map our history ; whao the growth of the re- 
who, in any circumstances, would, merely .vent^, which V had surrendered in ex¬ 
fora saving of 50 or 66,0001. consent,to change, was taken into consideration, he 
an abridgment of that dignity which formed .was sure it would’be admitted, that a call 
a necessary part of the monarchy, and - upon parliament for an advance of 60,000L 
therefore formed a necessary part of our q.yeafr.w bis revenue* and the transfor to 
constitution. This, however, must be another fund of claims which do not at ' * 
done, or else we must go on suffering the ail belong, to the cisfil list, according to 
debt of the civil list to accumulate in paginal constifotipn, lurniaM no fair 
time of war, and thus lay the necessity of | ground^/ ibjectfoup for he begged it to 
making good the payment of it in time ,of understood by that house apd 

peace; but he would submit it to the tfe»bliC, that Uiatbraock of the here-’ 
judgment of the house and the public, ha<| h®? 1 * enjoyed by 

whether it was not better, even amidst' the his ^>jesty's,predeee^ois^ Zfld in lieu of 
pressure of war, at once tp provide for , jjdrJbfcb ^hadrlhpught proper to accept the 
the discharge of this arrear, and also to' cmUist* far advanced/that it now 

guard, as much as passible, against the aipbunted to neatly 1^00,000). a year. . 

recurrence of such debts, than ti adopt this, therefore, , ft appeared, that 

either of the alternatives he had referred, tho addition of 60^001. to# 900,0001. a 
to? To state the dilemma in which his > j&tt, Wt * considerable, balance in favour 
hon. friend’s objection would place the : of the public. He would put it to The 
house, was, he was satisfied, quite enough candour of the house and the country;,', 
to ensure their assent to the proposition whether ahy proposal could stand upon 
he had the honour to submit, fa proposi- fairer grounds, whether any thi|jg could be 
tion which had for its object the support imagined more self-evident, and .less liar 
of that increased expence of the crown, bio to mistake ?, As to. .another poi^t hi 
which arose dot from any disposition to of hi$ bon. friend, r.which re- , 

prodigality or extravagance, but from that commended the proposition of some meu.- 
enhancement ip all the, necessary article ’'«W# pf ^neral rpgujition upon ’a pmia. * r' 
of life which had taken place since;, the pie analogous } , to that up?*} winch Mr. f 
revenue of the civil list was last fixed,; Biirte’a bill was founded,, he always thought 
and of which every individual in, private that stich f .a ineaaare. t was impracticable, 
life must be sensible. The arrangement and in >Uii$ opinion he was confirmed, 
he proposed had no view to any advance from a consideratipn of the nature, and a 

in 4be quantum of magnificence, or the knowledge of the effects of Mr. Burked 

# ** , ,, - ' B V 
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sysftem, which was found' to be quite map-1 tigation might take place, if it should ap¬ 
plicable.—Here tne right boa. gent, took j pear Jo be necessary. As to the explana* 
pebasion to state the excess in the expence. lion required by his hon. friend respecting 
0f the civil list had by no means pfo- the Hid derived to the civil list from the 4^ 
;Ceeded, as his hon. friend professed t* pet cent, duties, and other funds, lie could 
■fhink, from ®n improper inattention to state, to his bon. friend and the house, 

• Jrlr. Burke's bill, hut from finding that a j that this aid was insignificant indeed, 
change of circumstances had rendered A^ vert ing to the advances made to the 
close attention to that measure impmeti-' Pufce of Clarence and Gen. Gardiner, the 
Cable. He hoped that his conduct for; right hon. gent, presumed that *t would be 
some years after the ienatttoent ! of that. found the stipulated instalments were dc- 
Ml was Such Hs to shew, that if it had ducted from their salaries. He did not 
Mled of its objects that; failure was not mean to state it positively*, as he had 
*to be attHbutecf to the waist of a sincere made no inquiry on the subject.—With 
Mesire upon his part, and that of his col* respect to the principle of occasionally, 
feaguesia office, to-carry it into complete advancing money to persons connected' 
Mention. To the mode classing the with the civil list, where the cause ap- 
creditors of Mm civil list in the act alluded -peered to be pressing, and not otherwise, 
DO, the govt, with which he bad the ho- he differed widely from the opinion of his 
«dur of being conOcoted, had always ad* bon. friend. Such advances, he admitted, 
"befed. No preference was ever given to any should be made only upon extraordinary 
imt ^ejroyal family, the yudges; and the occasions; but in point pf fact, the ad- 
foreign and upon all the othffr yandes alluded to by his hon. friend were 

'clussfjs the debt was suffered to fall in not of such amount, as much to alarm 
equal proportion* The right lnjin. gewt. the jealousy of the house upon this sub- 
however, dwelt upon the consequences jeot. As to the allusions of his hon. 
winch would result from a rigid adherence friend to the several items of fhe accounts 
to the letter of this’act, particularly ini on the table, he must say, that lie was 
regard to the extinction of a debt which j hot prepared to satisfy him ; but he was at 
'should be suffered to go a certain number* liberty to move for any document he 
ef quarters in arrehr. Thisstrictly acted thought necessaty to the full explanation 
upon would, lie apprehended, expose that of the points he referred to. With many 
royal family tberitsoMs to httve their sa-! or most of the points adverted to by his 
larks stopped. ^ The measure altogether^ hpp. friend, he had no immediate con- 
, was not reducible to practice, ttOr did lie! cern, but yet he bad no doubt that they 
think dny thing of a smfilar nature could all be satisfactorily accounted for. 

be effectual. All lie thought advisable or He Wished* the hon, gent, the house, and 
necessary was, that dh mm the civil list the country, clearly to comprehend every 
should at any futurn time be-in debt, and part of the statement, and that every light 
be could not pretend to provide against should be thrown upon it. He had no 
sdclv an event, pari^eht should be Mr other desire than that it should be proved 
mediately aopmed ofytbe df to the bottom, in order that it should bo 

such a debt- For thh purpose, ifo'tybuld./8eeti) that the application he had the ho- 
toqfe m • nour, to submit, was the result of areal 

into the abt, which Was meant to be unavoidable necessity, and in no part of 
•’grounded upon the r^sdliirioO Of the cbm* die expenditure had govt, ceased to oxer- 
Mttee. Such-A cladAe, eke a prbper and vigilant control. Fcel- 

1 %’tag a just * solicitude' for the credit of his 
debt W- q Amount,' kr•xvhhueynr Majesty's govt, it was his anxious wish, 

$t bo a Certain time in-'arieir^;ihe, that every means should be taken to sa¬ 

fest Ahdnld he kid before pdrlktiri^t* tisfy the Country of the truth of the facts 
This appeared.tothe 'tndsi'lie had stated. There were many parts of 
Ipte • A&d 1 'tfieMusChbld, in which the estimate was 

( to » v iotfor than was formerly fixed, particu- 

After l«rly ih the Board of Works. In that 

be^ laid J*DjS0ci«tot^ tlpp if wdtild ^department An increased expenditure had 

;'b$fcorfk a s object foi consideration *vbat been incurred within tile, two last years, 
tb follow. Forth*!# htoticnlars which wa£ not likely to recur again. It 
■Wglfobe called for, and the fultest taves- arose from the fitting up of apartments 
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for the accommodation of some of the 
branches of his Majesty's family. In this 
department, and also in many others, he 
had felt it his duty to draw up a reduced 
estimate. He hoped it would not be found 
too late, and that in his endeavour to 
prevent unnecessary expence, he should 
not expose himself to the charge of laying 
a delusive statement before the house, or 
of contributing to reduce the just claims 
of any description of persons. 

Mr. Addington agreed, that the most 
proper mode of answering the observa- ! 
tious of the hon. gent, on the other side 
(Mr. Bankes), was to produce the docu¬ 
ments explaining the particulars of the 
expenditure. No part of the 40,0001. 
charged under the head of extra ettraor- 
diuaries, was expended for secret service; 
it was expended lor an object which was 
not already sufficiently provided for ac- j 
cording to its importance ; he meant our 
diplomatic service, a line in which it whs 
essential to encourage men" of talents, 
rank, and fortune to engage. The tusutfi* 
ciency of the present establishment was 
the cause of this arrear being incurred. 
As to the two sums of 10,0001. and j 
11,0001. for the special service of the co* 
Ionics in the .years 1803*4, according to 
the provisions of Mr. Burke’s bill, the 
particulars of this expenditure was kept 
in a book which was laid before the house, 
by an address -to his Majesty, as often as 
it was thought proper to examine it, and 
referred to a coming tec. This book had 
been laid on the tablV, m consequence of 
such an address, in 1802; and it was now 
open to any gent, who wished to have it 
produced, by adopting the^anie course. 
In the nitgm tune he could assure gent, 
the cxpences were of the usual nature, 
lie did suppose that the right hon gent, so 
frequently alluded to, when tins subject 
was under consideration, was *aware of 
the impossibility of strictly executing h.s 
own act. He had a right to conclude so, 
because the right hem. gent, was in the 
house when a motion was made, in a year 
or two alter the passing of the act, lot a 
sum in aid of the civil list, aud he did 
not oppose the grant. The right hon. 
gent, s object certainly was, that the bill 
should operate as a control, by compelling 
the explanation of every thing to parliu^ 
ment, and it had so operated. As too the 
accommodation given to a branch of the 
royal family and Gkn. Gardiner, under an 
engagement that it should be repaid* 
Vol. U. 


though he was not a party to it, lie knew it 
to be extremely proper. He believed, that, 
considering all circumstances, the addi¬ 
tion of b'0,000l. would be found extremely 
moderate. The proposition of the right 
hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would accomplish what he himself had in-' 
tended, inasmuch as it would cause an 
account of every arrear, and an estimate 
of every contingent expence of the civil 
list to be laid before parliament, and none 
could be incurred without the knowledge 
of the house. The advance to the branch 
of the royal family would be no charge to 
the public, only 70001. of it remained now 
unsatisfied. The only great question for 
the house was, whether the dignity and 
comfort of the British crown were to be 
provided for in a manner suitable to the 
rank of the nation; not in any wanton 
manner, for there was no excess of splen¬ 
dour in the British crown. The household 
expenditure for tradesmen’s bills was most 
essentially connected with the comfort of 
the* sovereign and his family. The mode 
now proposed to be adopted on this head 
was the same that he had ventured to 
recommend wKh respect to the other 
branches of the royal family; and Ife be¬ 
lieved that, in considering the expence 
uuder this head, the only matter of sur¬ 
prize would be, that there veas so much 
splendour at so little charge. On com¬ 
paring the sums granted iu aid of the civil 
list, with the produce of the heieditary 
revenue given up by the King, if there 
could be a matter of account between the 
sovereign and his people, the people wejje 
gainers. The application now made was 
an appeal to more than the generosity of 
the house, and he was sure the house 
would have no difficulty in acceding to it. 
The right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer acted wisely in not laying down 
any limitation. The best mode was to 
submit every occasional necessity to the 
control of parliament. Having made the 
motion for referring this matter to a com¬ 
mittee, and holding himself responsible for 
the charge, he thought it his duty to make 
this explanation, and to declare his readi¬ 
ness to support, the measure. 

Dr* Laurence that nothing was 

mote alifn from the intentions of his re¬ 
vered friend; (Mr. Burke)* than to cut pff 
by* anf precise rule any part of the be¬ 
coming splendor of the British crown; 
his o^ect was to secure the cognizance 
and control of every arrear and excess of 

3 M 
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the civil list to parliament. lie approved abridged, by the weight of taxes which his 
of the present plan, but he could not sub- utmost exertion can scarcely sustain, I 
scribe to one reason given by some for the should certainly say, that whoever admi~ 
propriety of aiding the civil libt. If by the ni&^j3 the govt, of the country ought 
commutation of the hereditary revenue for tojjppmomise the public resources, and 
a fixed sum the public were gainers, it pile up with some of those inconve- 
shouid be recollected that his Majesty had nieucics which the mass of the peo- 
a fair option, and had made his choke, pie suffer. Comparatively light indeed 
The advantage of the exchange ought nqjt, must those evils fall on persons in that 
therefore, to be continually stated as a rank of life.—I d<$ not mean to say that 
ground of just remuneration. He agreed any part of the royal family ought to be 
in the propriety Of encohpagin^ by respect- inconvenienced *by the pressure of the 
able provisions, the entrance of men of "times ; but I do consider, that the money 
talent, fortune, rank, and character, itfto granted by the liberality of parliament for 
the diplomatic corps. The services of the expences of the civil list is ample 
such then were particularly necessary to enough to relieve every branch of that fa- 
us : Hi that line, iti the present'circumstances ; mily, if due uttention be paid to the ex¬ 
anil it was because we were so unfortu- pendhjure' of the money so granted. What 
irate as not to h ave such men, that we had l eom piuin of is, that there appears to me to 
so little influence with the continental be a scandalous waste of the public money; 
powers. * ’ and the minister of govt, himself confesses, 

Sir Francis Bkrdft /.—-I,rise. Sir, in obedi- that with respect to the extraurdinaiics of 
once to ’the duty l owe the public amd fpyself, the civil list, he has acted contrary to law* 
to offer to the consideration of the house but that it was hnpossiblc*to <lo otherwise, 
tlicrse reasons which render it impossible JBctter and more constitutional I think it 
for me to take that view of the impbrfght would have been to have had the law re- 
$nInject before Us which the right hop. gfent. Straining the excess of the civil list repeal- 
the Chancellor of the Exchfecfuerhas done, ed, than to have acted in open defiance 
or to^adopt those sentiments, &bkh, I re* of its letter, and in violation of its princi- 
gret to fay, seem to be acquiesced in by pie. It is with the deepest concern I ol>- 
the majority of'those who hear me.—It serve, that a debt which is always paying 
must be conceded to me, that the present off, should be thus continually increasing; 
period is peculiarly inauspicious to the dis- butT am persuaded it never will be other- 
cuasion of a subject of this kind. These wise if this house allow ministers to go on 
are times, Sir, df such extraordinary pres- just as they think proper, and without sub- 
sure, and of slich individual difficulty and jeering them to that necessary control 
general distress, that every demand upon which can alone keep them within the li¬ 
the public pu mi requires to be anxiously mils of economy. While ministers retain 
l#oked to and investigated with the utmost the power of wantonly and arbitrarily dis- 
vigilance and ciicunispection. I feel it; I posing of th^ublic money with impunity, 
fay, impossible to %ree to the arguments it is nef to be expected in men of their 
advanced by the right hon. gent, because character, that profusion will It checked 
1 know that the necessities of the times are by Considerations arising from the public 
great and urgent; tbit the price of ‘every i distress’—I observe with infinite regia, 
necessary iiruclu of life is*high beyond 0^ that no inconsiderable proportion of the 
supple; and that the pressure ia felt notrevenue of the country is expended in pen- 
^■fcaipaong the lower land the mid^ihg : siom, ahd the profits of sinecure places. 
cMps of society, but eVCtt apflon^Jjfiij Oh adverting to, the list of those who de- 
rank#bf,thefetato* lea dqpt d|feie,‘'rive emolument from such sources, 1 find 
with the tight hon. gent. in bis inference, it does not present the name of a single 
pres&jre of the tirSes ettadhm$ person who cun allege any legitimate claim 
the TughGir p*$0Hy, is a. kfditoded upon the performance of any pub- 

ought to, impose* still” heater bnrdeiSB; dli Jitj sdfviee. We, ought to see rewards of 
the p$biii Orel#?Tb fblieW tfkise '$b o. tiiis kind bestowed on men who have per- 
tb^i ^^I^ssdr.prffportidn* *1 tiisver formed meritorious services for their coun- 

try; but whenever such instances have oc- 
^wh^every min curred,thcy have uniformly been brought 
feel® fils comfort^ ■ before thi£ house for the purpose of making 

menu he been long hied to them the objects of particular remuneration 
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out of the public fund, independently of 
the civil list. I should think that the 
bounty of the crown would be better ap¬ 
plied in rewarding real merit, and ttfttby 
saving an extraordinary expence tf||me 
public.—It has been the practice, When 
men have bravely exerted themselves iu 
their country's cause, to come to parlia- 
merit for the reward they have merited. I 
do not think that upon such occasions, 
this house has been so generous as it Ought 
to have been. Knowing as I do what lu¬ 
crative places some hold who have done 
nothing to deserve them, I must own that 
I feel no slight degree of indignation at 
seeing such men as Lord Nelson, who has 
achieved immortal honour, and Eord 
Hutchinson, the conqueror of Egypt, re¬ 
compensed with only £0001. a year. I 
observe with resentment, sudh a man as: 
Sir Sidney Smith, to whom the country 
so much indebted, rewarded so inade¬ 
quately as he has been, at least in compa¬ 
rison with those persuns who are basking 
in the sunshit# of ministerial patronage;— 
When the people of Englarid are called 
on for daily sacrifices ; when they are told 
by ministers that the sacrifices they have 
made are nothing to those which they must 
submit to ; when the country’is engaged in 
a war, of the end of which no man can 
form a conjecture*; when the people are 
oppressed with taxes and exactions which 
they are unable to bear; and when.the 
privations they endure exceed whSt the 
most despondent could ever have imagin¬ 
ed, surely it is a little hard to hear,k said, 
that the burden of taxation is a Reason 
why those who so soiely feel it should have 
it aggravated, for the purpose of relieving 
those who, from their situations, must 
feel less of the public distress and cala¬ 
mity than,any other description of persons 
in the country.—I for one can never give 
my consent to vote one farthing for the re¬ 
lief of the debts of the civil list, which 
ought never to have been contracted. But 
my most serious objection to the vote pro¬ 
posed, refers to the unconstitutional ap¬ 
plication of the public money. 1 advert 
to the sums advanced to the princes of the 
blood without the consent of parliament. 
Ido not think it decent or becoming tba® 
the princes of England should be depend-), 
ant on the minister |)f the day. If they 
wanted relief they ought to have made 
application to the home of commons, and 
not condescend to receive bounties frotp 
the Chaiicellor of the Exchequer. I're¬ 


collect, however, and the reflection gives 
me pain, that whenever they have applied 
to this house in a constitutional way, tor • 
that relief to whu h they were entitled, their 
claims have been rejected. This has been 
particularly evinced in the applications of 
that illustrious incmtar of the family who 
enjoys, as he deserves, the particular ; gfr 
faction and confidence o 1 the people; and 
is therefore, perhaps, an object of jea¬ 
lousy to some. But whenever these princes 
have apifbated to ministers privately, that 
assistance has been unconstitutionally 
granted which ought only to have flowed 
from parliament* It is a subject of regret 
and surprise, tluit wbajt parliament has re¬ 
fused, should be bestowed by ministerial 
influence. I cannot make up my mind 
to grant an} r o/the public money for >the 
purpose 1 proposed this night; I consider 
this but a preliminary step to the imposi-’ 
lion of a pertpanon/ burden on the coun¬ 
try, and calculated to prevent ministers 
from being answerable for the ; application 
of the fiipds intrusted .to their manage¬ 
ment.—The report on the table states, t 
that for the unforeseen ( expeuces of the 
civil U$t, there should be a vote of credit* 

I think, that at a crisis like the present, 
wHien it is necessary to consult the minds 
of all men, when it is important that the 
people should think that those who go¬ 
vern them have an interest in tlieir wel¬ 
fare, it is too mych to tell them that, on 
account of the taxes they pay already, they 
Ought" to pay more. It may be, that when 
the country is prosperous, and flourishing, 
the executive govt, is entitled to partici¬ 
pate iu its, advantages; but I cannot sup¬ 
pose the converse this proposition holds 
good ; and that when misfortunes and dif¬ 
ficulties are brought upon the country, 
those who are the authors of them, should 
be the only persons exempted from their 
effects. The idea would be absurd iujfj 
dangerous to countenance, that .jjijfik, 
should plead the public calamity theyBB, 
duce, as a reason for the augmentation® 
their owp salaries. The right horn, pro¬ 
poser of this morion has pouippysly boasted; 
'upon this, as hpon other occasions, of the 
advantages resulting to this country from 
the .conduct of the present reign; but with 
respect $o this boast, I would only call 
upon any candid man to determine, from 
a &ur Comparison of the situation of this 
country at present, and that in which if 
was 1 placed upon the King’s accession to 
the throne. At the former period, the 

A ^ 
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whole of the public debt did not exceed 
165,000,0061., and the taxes amounted to 
nearly 23 millions; at present, the debt is 
little abort of 600 millions, and the tastes 
exceed 60 millions. Surely, no man wil' 
venture to assert, that our commerce ha? 
kept pace with this accumulation of ou. 
burdens. How has this enormous sum 
been expended ? What has the couutr 
gained to compensate for such expenditure : 
Nothing, but what ban been purloined from 
the unhappy natives of India, with a fov\ 
islands, the benefit of which to this country 
is very doubtful. What have We lost: 
We hive been deprived *of the immense ; 
and growing country of America, the po¬ 
pulation of which, being the descendants 
of Englishmen, and far removed from the 
taint of modern corruption, would noten- 
dhre to be slaves. Within* the period 1 
h&ve referred to* the expence of the civil 
list alone has amounted td at least 50 mil¬ 
lions; that is iifctfo less than halt the pub¬ 
lic debt at his Majesty's accession. To 
What purposes has this immense sum,been 
applied ? Certainly not to the purpose pf 
magnificence, as the tight hon. gent, has 
truly stated, for of that the people have 
seen nothing. If in magnificence, there 
would perhaps be less reason to complain; 
if in the patronage of the arts, dr the En¬ 
couragement of institutions of public bene¬ 
fit, some return would have been made to' 
the country for the salary allowed, and one 
would have been able to account for the 
cause of these frequent applications tqqaar- 
liatnent to discharge the arrears of the 
civil list. Upon this jpart of the subject I 
should dwell more at length if I were hot 
unwilling to trespass on the attention of 
the house, au<| if I mr& not satisfied that 
the other facts I have it in my power to 
adduce respecting the present reign, must 
be in the r^collectiou of this house and 
thp country.—-! have given my opinion, 

* J thought the house seemed dis- 
to take the subject in thejfoint 
in which it has struck me. 1 re¬ 
st feeling the pressure of the times, 
and the, misapplication of the public mo¬ 
ney,! am averse to every thing that has a 
tendency to increase our difficulties! I am 
however far from wishing to make a ge¬ 
neral declamation against every species of 
taxation.—-I am of opinion, on the con r 
trarv; that taxation, properly applied ma> 
be as beneficial as the •moisture absorb?* < 
s ;uu from the earth, which, faltem 
in rains and dews, fertilizes the soil. 

&r!' iA,' ’ ,JI 


Rut how different that taxation, which is 
extorted from the industry of the people, 
and applied only to corrupt their morals, 
uwL^gderroine their freedom ! Such is die 
*y*m which has oeen the rain of other 
countries, and is likely to be the nun of 
ribs, if the constitutional interposition of 
parliament does not prevent it. Convinced 
then that the proposition of this night is 
iill timed, dangerous, and contrary to the 
bept principles of our free govt., I shall 
not hesitate in giving it fvy most decided 
negative 

Sir J] Newport was of opinion, that all 
thosp estimates should be separated from 
the civil list, that did not belong imme* ' 
diataly to the dignity and splendor of the 
crown. He could not agree with the hum 
bart. that the monarch ought not to be 
supported in periods particularly where 
extraordinary expenditure was necessary. 
;He would,appeal to die French, if they had 
hot found their situation worse, and their 
expeiiees increased, notwithstanding the 
resistance they,had niacin to their old govt. 
Tie did uot wish, he said, to see the com- 
/forts and copveniencics of their sovereign 
-abridged in auy degree, nor that dignity 
which ought to accompany his rank, in any 
,w*iy diminished* No private gent, he 
|thought could give an exact statement of 
his probable, expences for any one year, 
was it then tp be wondered at, if every 
.item of expenditure belonging to the civil 
list, co*dd not be accurately foreseen ? 

Mr. Fuller supported the motion. He 
thought the gjain by the hereditary revc. 
nu$, ||lac^d the public op the safe side.— 
The resolution was agreed to. 

[AptHTiOKap Navy Estimates^.-— 
Mr. IV. Dickiumn, in rising to move tor a 
grant of 3(0,Of JO). for additional expenccs 
in the naval department, did not think it 
necessary tp trouble the comruiUee at 
length. He / would merely state, that 
150,(k)0l. of this sum was for three ships, 
vessels from 40 to 6*0 guns; the rest was for 
sloops, guuryespek, aud, mortals, thought 
necessary for the present service by the 
admiralty board, and purchased or con¬ 
tracted for since the 15th of May. 

Mr. wished |o know, whe¬ 

ther a foftfier sum for tire maintenance 
of seamen would not be required. In 
^arch there, were B$,(Hto seamen, and 
12,000 marines, in the service* If the doe 
proportion of, the marines, .wap filled up, 
the t whoj<». would be 1 (5,000. There were 
then l04,0H(to seamen and marines; the 
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manning of ti?ie additional service would 
require a still greater number; be wishes 
to know whether there was to be an addi¬ 
tional vote? Jjjfc 

Mr. Dickinson said; that no consMPa- 
ble addition of numbers would be neces¬ 
sary so as to require & vote ?—Several 
other resolutions were then moved, tc 
which the house agreed, and the report ! 
was ordered to be received to-rrtorrow. 

[Stamjp Duties,]—^T he ^Chancellor of 
the Exchequer moved, that the house do 
resolve itself into a committee of ways am 
means, lire house having gone into the 
committee, the right hon, gent* called 
their attention to the subject of the Diitfes 
on Stamps. It would be recdllfeted, ht 
observed, that in the early part of the ses¬ 
sion, a right hen. gent. (Mr, Addington) 
had taken credit for the sum of between 
7 and 800,0001, for paying off the charges 
on the loan. This he had proposed to do, 
by creating an additional duty on stamps. 
Though the maimer in which that proposal 
was stated to the house might have ap¬ 
peared feasible to that right hon. gent, in 
theojy, lie was well assured it could never 
be accomplished. It had been found dif¬ 
ficult to class the several duties, and there¬ 
fore the right hon. gent.’s plan could not | 
be brought forward, nor was it likely that j 
the siu i proposed to be raised, could be I 
raised % the rate of duties which he hacL 
stated to the house. What hb should tbere^ 
fore propose for the consideration 6f the 
committee, would be a considerable in¬ 
crease of th£ present stamp duties. In the 
increased duties would be compteheiftled 
all law proceedings, civil and ecclesiasti¬ 
cal, bills of exchange, notes, transfer qt 
property, mon£y bonds, &£. These were 
tire most material—As the debate had 
been procrastinated to a late hour, he 
would not detain the committee, but deli¬ 
ver in the schedule, whicR contained an 
ample statement of the various items; 
which schedule might be printed, and gent, 
would then have an opportunity of viewing 
and considering the whole, ^and upon tin 
bringing up of the report, the discussion 
might take place. 

Mr. Addiugtm observed, that the fight 
hon, gent, must be aware that what he had 
originally proposed* embraced 3 objects; 
1st, an augmentation of tbs duties; next, 
a classification of those duties; and 3dl>. 
the necessity of subjecting the persons It. 
ble to pay those ddties to a tax valorem* 


* 

|These objects, he was of opinion, were 
jfesirable to be attained, and with respect 
uthe first, lie was happy to fiud, that the • 
[amount had produced nearly enough to 
Kover the charges on the loan. As to the 
possibility of classing the rates of duties, he 
was of opinion no considerable difficulty 
; vould arise; but, however* on that he did 
[not mean to insist, lie trusted, the right 
'hon.^ent. would turn his attention to tfip 
ad valorem duty, which he was satisfied 
would be productive of much benefit to * 
the revenue. 

! The Chancellor of the Exchequer was ap¬ 
prehensive the plan of the right hon. gent* 
would be attended with difficulty *, he was, 
^however, desirous of considering whether 
br hdt it could be carried into effect. He 
•was not aware how it was, possible to affix 
the precise rates of taxation, so as to meet 
the ideas of the right hon. gent., and ulii- 
rnately benefit the reviruie. 

* Mr. Spencer Stanhope thought that one 
of the greatest evils under which tins coun¬ 
try laboured was» that of the law being 
rendered almost inaccessible to the lower 
classes of society* by the expenses which 
attended lawsuits on accountot stamps.— 
The resolution was then read ami agreed 
to, pro forma , and the h<;u*e being re¬ 
sumed, the report was ordered to be re¬ 
ceived to-morrow.—Adjourned. 

; * house c p Loans. 

! * Tuesday, July 3. 

[Minutes.]—T he bill for regulating 
the Corn Trade bet ween G. Britain and 
Ireland, the Highland Hoad and Bridget 
ibill aud two private bills* received the 
irbyal assent, by commission. The com¬ 
missioners preseat were, the Lord Chancel- . 
lor, , the Lari of Camden, aud Lord Wal- 
isiugHam.—TbeJbiil'io punish the counter¬ 
feiting of Bank o I England dollars; and 
also of the Irish money in preparation, 
failed Tokens, the Irish Customs andA|- 
cise Duties bill and one private bill, 
brought from the Commons* and read a 
first time. 

[CouvTEUFUiT Dollars’ Bill.]—O n 
the motion that the Counterfeit Dollars* 
bill be printed, 

Lord Grenville rose* and stated; that at 
tins latefieriod of th# session, it was not 
us intention to provoke a serious discus- 
K«i of the bill befjpre’their lordships, as 
bujHuiatit in his opinion as any that had 
,iatc|y been submitted to their ooh&idera* 
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tion. Hi? object in rising was to make, his ( payments in specif Their lordships had a 
verbal protest against the principle of the strong proof before them, that it was no 
* ttjiea&afe, on the grounds that it was u!h- less true In politics than in morals, that 
oiotostiiutional, impolitic, and pregnant ,one act of injustice invariably led to the 
what he mtist call gross fraud and de- commission of andther. Had the restric- 
c^ption. It was objectionable in a legal tion upon the Bank never, taken place, 
view in no lessthan two points, Hemuch most probably their lordships would not 
doubted whether his Majesty could dele- have been called upon to give their banc- 
gate Ilia privilege of impressing money to tion to the measure before them; winch, 
any individual subject in his dominionfand in his opinion, was pregnant with impo- 
he was also inclined to doubt his Majesty's Hey, injustice, and fraud. It was also in 
authority to authorize any of his subjects contemplation, he understood, to extend 
to issue money so impressed. He would the mischief to Ireland, and to make 
not at present go into a full examination of those tokens pass even for a greater value 
those two considerations, but reserve thC there. If the persons who promoted this 
discussion of them until next session, when measure had been guided by any equitable 
he should think it his duty to bring the principles of policy in their plan, surely 
subject before their lordships in that ge- they would not have sent the greater evil 
derai and enlarged shape which *the im- into that part of the empire which was 
portance of the great interests if involved the most impoverished and the least sc- 
80 amply entitled it to. The only part of cure. He would say nothing farther on 
the question on Which he wOjpld shortly the subject at present, but repeat that it 
trespass on their lordships* attention this was his intention to propose a full discus- 
evening, was that which related to the sion of the general principle of the mea- 
impolicy of'the measure. To all those sure in the course of the ensuing session, 
who had the smallest acquaintance with Lord Hawkesbitry did not think, that 
the science of political economy, there was what had fallen from the noble biyron, 
no truth more evident than this, that the called upon Ijitn to take up much of their 
practice which was sometimes recurred to lordships* time. The observations which 
by governments, of issuing debased coin, he had thrown out were certainly not 
or in other other words, of coin bearing a called for by the stage in which the bill 
higher denomination than it was iritrmsi- now before the house was. Much come- 
cully worth, was one most injurious and nieftce had resulted to the public from the 
unproductive in the experiment; unpro- issue of those dollars, and he thought 
ductive, because jt produced no aiivan* that, white they were allowed to form a 
tages to the govt.; and injurious, because -great proportion of our circulating me¬ 
lt was invariably detrimental to the inter dium, they should be protected by law 
rests of the country where it was issued, agaifet the dishonesty of. those who might 
The measure which the bill before their be tempted to counterfeit them. He 
lordships went to authorize; 4 he must consi- , wished the noble baron to Jjear in mind, 
dor as partaking of all those* mischiefs and that those bank dollars were not a legal 
inconveniences. What was the professed tender, and there was no necessity im- 
object of it? It was neither# mark nor less, posed upon any person to receive them, 
than this, to authorize the bank to make It was entirely ui the discretion of indi- 
tliat pass current for 5s. *wfiich in reality viduals to accc * them in payment, and 
was only worth 4s. 6'd. or perhaps less* he saw not what the injustice or fraud was 
What would be the consequence to the per- of accommodating the public with that 
son who received thi^ debased coin ? Why, from which (hey had derived much benefit, 
it would operate to’ his disadvantage in a Lord Grcnxille never meant to ground 
ratio of 10 per cent, if he were under the any part of his argument against the bill, 
necessity of receiving four of those dollars upon the idea that it was intended to 
or tokens, as th^y were calledj wltich were make these bank tokens a legal tender, 
only worth i$s. in payment of a pound He never could conceive that any rational 
sterling. His lordship considered line mea- govt, would have given its sanction to so 
sure winch vfhe present bill went to sane- extraordinary a principle, as that a de- 
tion#* one arising ftufcpf that m5st ftnpe- based coin should be received in payment 
\mt and unjustifiable step, the restriction at more than its intrinsic value.—The bill 
upon the Bank* of England from snaking was then ordered to be printed* 
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[Conduct of Juds$,Fox.]— The Mar- to be required of him by the -sense of the 
quis of Abercorn presented a petition House. , ■ , 

against the lion. Justice Fox, from Gerard Karl Stanhope said, the noble marquis , 
Irwin, Esq. high sheriff of the county of had done well not to alter the petitions. * 
lenuanagh; also a petition from the, pett) lie could not agree with tb© noble-Earl 
jury ol the said county* at the last au- opposite to him (the Earl of KosslynH 
tunm assizes; and moved that they do the petitions were addressed to “ the Lords 
he on the table, and that a copy of each /Spiritual and temporal, and the Com* 
be scut to Judge fox. mon*;” the noble lord might therefore 

The hard\ Chancellor having left the have put the pen through the first part of, 
woolsack, observed, that the petitions were the address, and presented the petition* 
addressed to the Lords spiritual and tem* ; to the otbpr house, on the principle of that 
poral, and the “ Commons” in parliament advice. 

assembled. This was quite novel, and he Lord Grenville thought forms, in this 
could not, for his part, consent to receive case, of the highest importance, since 
petitions so informal. these were proceedings that might original© 

The Marquis of Abercorn said, he had, a criminal process, in which the law and - 
in compliance with the advice of a learned constitution demand the utmost precision 
ami noble lord on a former day, hastened of forms; and thi?criminal process against 
tw place these petitions on the table, in a judge, one of the most important cer- 
order to reduce the charges against Judge taiuly that could be imagined. He there- 
Fox to a precise form. With respect to fore supported the motion for referring 
the informality, he had consulted legal petitions to a committee of prec©« 
and parliamentary authority, and was as- dents, wh<? should be instructed to report 
sured that it was not material. A petition them.—The motion was then put and * 
had, m fact, been .presented to the other agreed to. \ 

house, addressed in the same manner, [Slave Thaoe,]— -Lord Hawkesbury 

that is, to both houses, and a pen had having moved the order of the day for the 
been put through the superfluous words* 2d reading of the Slave Trade Abolition * 
For his part, he would never alter a word bill, said that it was his intention, pursue 
of any petition sent to him. lie had re- ant to the notice lie had given on a former 
solved to keep his hands clean, throughout evening, to move, that instead of the word 
the whole transaction. It was Jjpr their “ now, the words “ this day 3 months,* 1 
lordships to determine, whether they would should be inserted. IJis lordship briefly 
receiver the petitions, or reject them. recapitulated the arguments which he had 

The Duke of Norfolk said, that forms urged on the first reading Qf the bill, the * 
were often nearly allied to the substance, principal of wbjch was, that the measure 
lie thought them important in the .present had been introduced at too late a period 
case, and moved, “ that the petitions be of the session, to allow any reasonable 
referred to a committee of precedents,** to hope that it could be passed before the 
inquire if, notwithstanding the informality, rising of parliament. There were so many 
they could be received. * interests likely to be affected by the abo- 

The Earl of Rosslyn said, the super- lition, that their lordships could not, bon-- 
fluous words were evidently inserted sistently with that deliberation they be- 
through the ignorance of the parties; stowed ou every measure of similar *im- 
they intended the petitions to be pro- portuuce, give the subject that measured 
seated to the House ol Peers, He should discussion it was entitled to. lie would 
therefore have made no scruple of putting not take up their lordships* time at pre- 
a pen through the superfluous words,, as sent, but move “ that it be read a 2d time 
fulfilling the intention of the petitioners, this day 3 months.** 

The Marquis of Abercorn said, it was The Duke of Norfolk supported the ,« 
for the house to dispose of the petitions; motion of the noble sec. of state, on the 
he was no more concerned iu them than grounds that the bill was brought forward 
any of their lordships ; he would in no at too advanced a period of the session, 
case, however, alter a petition; and he If govt, were serious in .their mtentiops of 
only begged their lordships to remember, abolisluing that trade* he wished Urey had * 
that uo delay had occurred on his pgirt. given some decided* proofs ol it* by pro*. . 
He had used his utmost diligence to put posiftg tl^e measure themselves* and giving 
the matter into that state, which seemed io it ali^tb© Support that official povvvuv f 
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and situation placed in their hands. He 
d$d not approve of seeing the weight of 
#o important a measure thrown on the 
oboukiers of an individual member of the 
legislature, however respectable he might 
Jap. 

Earl Stanhope could not refrain from 
eopjressifig his astonishment at what had 
felW irooi the two noble lords. He could 
not agree with them, that there existed 
Ihe least necessity for postponing thb 
measure, important from so many const* 
derations, uutd the next session. He saw 
nothing to prevent iheir lordships from 
coming to aa immediate decision On the 
question. He would not allow men to 
come to their 'lordship#* bar, and aslt to 
he permitted to continue in the commis¬ 
sion of crime. Suppose a set of men, 
who were in the practice of forging coin 
on the coasts of Denmark and Norway, 
pud that a bill wete brought in to prevent 
the introduction of such forged specie* 
would their lordships suffer such a set of 
rascals to come to their bar, and petition 
either to be'allowed to continue such ne¬ 
farious practices, or to obtain an indem¬ 
nity for the loss of that emolument which 
they drew from it ? The slave trade Was 
even worse than that, inasmuch as murder 
was more heinous than robbery. What 
was the slave trade ? It was the going and 
seizing, or purchasing from those who had 
seized, a parcel of unhappy brings, over 
whom neither God nor nature gave m 
any control. His lordship, from some 
information he had received since he came 
down to the house, would not trouble 
their lordships with dividing the house; 
but he trusted that the supporters of the 
hill would redouble their efforts against 
the time parliament should meet again, 
and That they would finally succeed in 
abolishing a traffic, the real object ol 
which was to enable the slave merchants 
of Liverpool and other places to gorman¬ 
dize more turtle, to swallow more veni- 
.son, andfo drink more claret. His lord- 
ship would say no more at that time*; he 
had discharged h»a conscience, and when¬ 
ever the subject should be again brought 
forward, it should have his zealous and 
hearty support. 

Lord Grtmiik opposed the amendment 
The preamble of the bill* as sent up by 
die House of Commons, he observed; act 
out with stating, that*the slave trade was 
^?$8 trar y to principlesof just ic&awf bu> 

1 Jty,andoughtno longest# ^continued. 


It was therefore, duty of every noble 
lord, whose mind was convinced as to that 
fact, tso declare his sentiments, and to resist 
the noble lord's amendment; for if that 
fact was true, there was no consideration 
which could be urged, no proofs which 
could be adduced, as to what property 
might be injured, or what lucrative com¬ 
merce might be destroyed by this bill, 
that ought to weigh with the house one 
moment, or induce the legislature to de¬ 
fer, for a single day, the abolition of this 
trade. Of the number of those who felt 
themselves perfectly convinced of the 
wickedness, the injustice, the inhumanity 
and impolicy of this trade, he professed 
himself to be one; and, therefore, upon 
that ground alone, which should always 
direct the policy of a wise and uprfojit 
nation, he would oppose the farther deify 
of this bill, under any pretence that far¬ 
ther consideration or proof were neces¬ 
sary, after the mass of information upon 
this subject already laid ou their lordship's 
table, and the full consideration the sub¬ 
ject hod already so repeatedly received. 
But if even farther consideration or proofs 
were necessary, whv postpone it till the 
next session of* parliament ? or What was 
to impede their lordships from going as 
fully as necessary into tfciose proofs and 
considerations during the remaining period 
of the present session ? Many subjects of 
great importance were daily coming for¬ 
ward for their lordships' consideration, 
and had been recently discussed with the 
utmost solemnity, and most ample delibe¬ 
ration ;»and if their lordships proposed to 
go through the business now on their tabic, 
with the other subjects now in delibera¬ 
tion elsewhere, and ou their way for their 
lordships' discussion, there was go reason 
to apprehend the present session would 
terminate without allowing ample time and 
opportunity for the fullest discussion ne¬ 
cessary upon the bill now betooe the 
house. But suppose even that, instead of 
sitting till the middle of July, it might be 
necessary for their lordships to protract 
their sittings until the middle of August 
for this purpose, would their lordships 
dunk tins an argument to induce them to 
prefer the pleasures of an earlier recess, 
o the hum ue purpose of putting a period, 
;> months sooner, to the horrors perpe¬ 
trated on the coast of Africa ? In all 
events, by going into the consideration'of 
»his subject now, their kndshij s would be 
the better prepared apt to deliberate, but 
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to decide early in* thiPbext session, and 
thereby do themselves the honour, as a 
house of British legislature, of taking the 
lead of Europe in putting a period to this 
abominable traffic; but he was extremely 
v j-orry to conclude, from the manner in 
which the noble sec. of state delivered his 
sentiments for the necessity of delay* that 
if the amendment was adopted,'the discus¬ 
sion would be eventually postponed, not 
merely to the ehd of 6 months, but to the ■ 
end of the next, and probably the two 
following sessions of parliament.. 

The Earl of Westmoreland ”, in dontem - 
plating the present state of tins question, 
expressed great satisfaction as a member 
ot that house, and great admiration from 
si general view of the constitution. As a 
peer of the realm, he took pride in the 
consideration that the people at large,, the 
merchants interested in the slave trade, 
and the colonist, would sec that* though 
not represented m that house, yet that 
their interests were as much attended to 
as if they were, la looking at the con¬ 
stitution, he could not but admire the 
wisdom of our ancestors, who had divided 
the deliberative power into two parts, and 
encompassed each with such forms as ne¬ 
cessarily led to the correction of any hasty 
and ill-advised measure passed in either 
house. Adverting to the immediate ques¬ 
tion, he thought it was in vain to enter 
upon a subject of such great import, and 
under 4 such circumstances, when it was 
manifest no decision could be come to. 
lie concluded by giving his decided sop- 
port to the proposition of the noble sec. 

The Bishop of St. Asaph thought farther 
delay of this measure wholly unnecessary, 
and trusted it. would not be felt by a Bn-* 
Lisli house of parliament necessary to dis- 
< uso, at any great length, whether aHruffic 
so utterly subversive of justice and huma¬ 
nity, a trallic, as bad been well stated by 
a nobfo Earl (Stanhope) in human tears 
anti groans, in human flesh add blood, 
atul carried on under every crimiual ag¬ 
gravation of cruelty, of chains, of murder, 
should aiiy longer continue to disgrace 
and degrade the character of the British 
nation. Did the house want farther proof 
to decide its opinion, whether or not per- 
m.ssion was to be given to a set of crimi¬ 
nals to persevere in the perpetration 01 
murders, of robberies, and other atrocious 
crimes, because the trade was a lucrative 
*oue ? Evidence was before brought to 
their lordships' bar, to prove roSnitdy 
„ V0L.I1, {, 


more than enough in support of* the aboli- * 
tion of this traffic; and from the specimens 
he#had witnessed of the testimony given , 
on that occasion in favour of the trade* 
lie was not much inclined to attach im¬ 
plicit credit to the evidence, even upon 
oath; of men interested in promoting and 
continuing this abominable traffic; espe* 
cittlly when such evidence was directly 
contradicted by that of the log books of 
the carrying ships, though not upon oath. 

In fact, die conviction of the slave trade * 
on his* mind was taken from the sworn 
testimony of those who were adduced in < 
its defence*. He wanted uo proof whether 
the West India planters were more or less 
cruel to their slaves, or whether they con¬ 
sidered them as men or brutes. The 
proofs that were already abundant, as well 
in the testimony before the house, as in 
the writings of African travellers, shewed 
the situation^of the Africans in their own 
country, aheir progress in civilization, and 
their state of happiness in every part of 
thecountiy uncontaminated by the slave 
trade; and the proofs of the tortures in¬ 
flicted upon them in the middle passage, * 
were evidence of the foretaste of the kind 
; of bliss they were to enjoy in the new pa- 
. radise to which they were passing in the 
West Indian islands. It was very possible 
he might be called an enthusiast, or a pre¬ 
judiced bigot, for the opinions he now 
spoke, by those ^who were more in the 
(mbit of reconciling mbral evils under the 
’head of state policy; but in spite of the # 
opinion of such statesmen, he' had in his 
favour the, maxim of the greatest states¬ 
man in the wickedest of all the republics 
named in history (always -excepting the 
transcendent wickedness of the k'rehch ‘ 
republic), namely, the republic of Athens^ 
to it was, u that the greatest source Of ruin 
nations, was the want of will’to do simple 
justice/' This he held to be precisely the 
description of that » policy in which the 7 
slave trade was supported 5 afrd he feared, 
if the consideration of *the subject was 
now to be postponed.till the next session 
of parliament it would# in effect, be an 
adjournment of* the question, ad Gr©cas / 
Kaleudas* j f 1 
Lord Mutgratc mid, that he was for¬ 
merly, an advocate for the trade; but fropi _ .7: 
the recent events which had token place ; r 
aa&th* W«st Indies,, and i^rticuhtrly & the ' 
island of St; £)0pngo, h!s opinion was so ; 

, staggered Upopli^sa^ect* was by 

ptapaied to taatee ^ w 

; 3,N '■ - - fV : ■ V ' A, 
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' at this moment, whether the trade should looked Into this evideuce, and from its 
be continued or not, or whether tins bill voluminous size and external appearance, 
, went far enough, or should not go a giieat be did not think the remaining period of 
way farther, and effect an immediate and the session would allow him time for the 
total emancipation of the West India perusal. The many important interests 
slaves* which* horn what had fallen from and rights, both public and private, in- 

* a noble earl early in the debate, he uuder- vplved in this subject, demanded of the 

stood to be the object with the friends of wisdom of the house to proceed with the 
this bill. He thought, however, that cool most mature*deliberation; public and pri- 
dehberation, and the farther hearing of vate justice, as well as national policy, 
evidence, was indispensable, and therefore required it. The ruin which the sudden 
he voted for the amendment. adoption of a measure like this would not 

The Bishop of St, Amph said, that he fail to shed hpou the condition and pro- 
had been, much misconceived, if it was perty of so many individuals, called for 
' thought that he had any *iew to farther the exercise of humanity and justice to- 
cpnsequenccs than the abolition of the slave wards them, as well as towards any other 
trade. He took the opportunity of ddfelar* class of the persons within the purview of 
mg, that in his opinion that event wquld this bill. It flight be a very snug thing 
i gradually produce #11 the amelioration in *for a Chancellor, seated on the woolsack, 

* the state nnd condition of African slaves aright rev* prelate, seated there in virtue 

* that was practicable, or indeed desirable, of a wealthy diocese, or a noble earl with 

and that he looked to *wd : fgrtlier corn#* a, great estate, to sit and indulge their be- 
quences whatever. * uevtdehee and humanity, in voting for a 

Lord Harfouhy expressed bis satirfac- bill of this kind, for the relief of one de- 
tfrou at the explanation given by the right scription of persons ; but all he would ask 
rev. prelate: with respect* t? 1 the subject of right rev. and noble lords, was, to ex- 
> immediately be lore the house, he depre- ereise* their benevolence and humanity 
cated a hasty decision, since, however ; upon universal, not partial principles, and 
friendly might be‘ Ids,sentiments towards not to indulge their zeal for promoting 
the measure, he was decidedly of opinion the comforts of one set of men at the ex- 
that there was not no\i time to enter into pence and total ruin to other classes, 
that investigation which the importance of equally entitled to consideration and to 
the subject ^demanded.' Nor could he justice. 

'conceive that any advantage could be The Duke of Clarence expressed himself 
gained by hearing a small part of the evi- decidedly in favour of the motion for de- 
dence'or arguments which might bo ad«^ lay. He adverted pointedly to the injus- 
duced in behalf of the petitioners against tice of attempting to pass a bill of this 
the bill, when it was evident that the scs- nature, without hearing at their bar those 
aion would close before they could obtain win# had petitioned the house against it, 
any final * result. For these reasons be and whose property was so deeply affected 
, should certainly vote for the proposed* % it. Property to the amount of 100 
\lelay. */;, 4 V , million® was embarked in our West India 

Earl St, Vincent expressed himself ateo colonies, which returned annually 18 mil- 
in favour of delay. To pass such a mea- lions to this country, producing to the 
sure as the present hastily, might, he said, revenue 4 millions a year. Was all this 
eventually lead to* ccmsequCnceS equally to be has&trdfed without deliberation, and 
dreadful witfe those which fold taken place without hearing those who were so mate- 
in St. Domingo* aud ovku'- 'to the e*tir- rially concerned ? He read the titles of 
patioo at every white m the Alfost India two acts of parliament passed expressly 
islands. t; 1 *■ for the encouragement of this trade, which 

The Lord Chancellor Spoke in support he considered as an additional and a very 
of the amendment, and thought it quit$$ cogent reason why tlieir lordships should 
impossible fojp .the lo pefoie its ear hear, with attention, those who had thus 

to the ; embarked in a-trade on the faith of par- 

matter ^rherl^lhe titter ruin of tMr $n*o- liament, He did not consider as any rea- 
*, 'perty (: son for their pot how coming to a decision 

, ::|iiyiia^.ever J upon the subject, that, as had been stated, 

Evidence, it wai wdd, i® abundance some of those noble lords who supported 

tfoolitioh were not present, since it 
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was certainly the duty of every peer to be 
in his place. He had heard a great nutii- 
ber of tales of cruelty exercised towards 
the slaves by the West India planters, but 
he was acquainted with many gent, of that 
description of the highest respectability, 
whom he did not believe capable of com¬ 
mitting or sanctioning any such acts of 
cruelty, and whom, if he did, be should 
be ashamed to associate with.’ He con¬ 
cluded by declaring his intention strenu¬ 
ously to support the motion of the noble 
sec. of state for postponing the bill.—-The 
question was then put on Lord Ilawkes- 
bury’s amendment, which was carried 
without a division. The bill is conse¬ 
quently lost for the present session.—Ad¬ 
journed. . ' 1 ? 


*i * 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday July 3. 

[Minutes.] —-The Speaker informed 
the house, that the royal assent was noti¬ 
fied by commission, in the House of 
Lords, to the Com Regulation bill, and 
to several private bill!.—The Irish Cus¬ 
toms and Excise bill was read a 3d time 
and passed.—An ^Account was presented 
from the chief sec. for Ireland of the par¬ 
ticulars of the compensations made by 
the Borough commissioners. Ordered to 
lie on the table. — Mr. II. W. Pool** 
brought in the- Chatham, &c. Lunds bill. 
Read a 1st time, and ordered to be read 
a 2d tune to-morrow.—Mr. Carry, moved 
for the Aceomptuut General of Ireland's 
abstract of the Irish Revenue* for tbb' 
week ending Jan. 5, 1804. Ordered.— 
On the motion that the amendments to 
the London Clergy bill be read a 2d time, 
Alderman Combe moved to postpone them 
lor 3 months; in which he was supported 
by Sir J. VV. Anderson, and opposed by 
the Attorney General and Mr. $eijeant. 
Best. The motion was negatived, and the 
bill, with the amendments, ordered tu be - 
engrossed. * , / , : 

[British Museum. ]~The plan ap¬ 
proved of by the trustees for the Bi ifj&b 
Museum, for erecting a building to cqltr, 
the trophies brought from Egypt, was laid 
on the table. — Mr. Mo$e then adverting 
to some observations of an lion, member 
(Mr. Sheridan), respecting the accommo*. 
„ dation which the public met with at the, 
British Museuni^Jook upon him to say*, 
that the trusteejpad adopted a variety of 

regulations, by hfhtch every po*l#|$ he- 


•"-Foreign Troop Eniisfmnt Bill, £934t 

gree of accommodation would afforded 
by those who were desirous of visiting that 
interesting establishment. It was now # 
provided, that 75 persons might be ad¬ 
mitted per day 3 times a week, and that 
even those who applied in the morning, 
might be admitted in the course of the 
same day. Regulations were also adopted 
for admitting private parties 3 times it - 
week ; and orders had likewise been issued 
for an easy and regular act css to the read¬ 
ing room. In short, it would appear from "* 
die paper, whichiie should now take the 
liberty to move for, that the museum pro¬ 
mised to furnish the means of being both 
useful, instructive, and adequate to the 
gratification of the public curiosity.—d im 
right hbu. gent, then moved, “ that there 
be laid .before the house a copy of the 
regulations adopted by the trusteed fur* 
admission to the" museum, and likewise to 
the reading room.-—Tl>8 paper was imme¬ 
diately brought in, ordered to lio oh the 
'table, and to he printed. 

[Foreign Titoors Enlistment Bile.] 

—The Secretary at War moved, that the 
hou$e resolve itself into a committee on 
the Foreign Troops Enlistment bill. * 

' Mr. Fiimcis declared, that he felt it to 
he an imperious duty upon him to call the 
attention of the house for a few minutes 
to the principle upon which the bill was 
framed, to the manner in which it was 1 
brought forward, r and to other ♦circarn- 
; stances connected with that measure The , 
bare reaming over of the clauses in the 
coinmittce; could, not possibly attract that 
serious attention which such an important 
measure 4 reqnirdW*'* He trusted that it 
would nOt he looked upon with indiffer- 
ence by the house, but that it would meet/ 
with sht'b ample discussion as every con-/ 
stitutiohal question of such magnitude de- , 
served, • To look at the principles riming 

and for wbfoh 

• they .i.8he*L their Wof d, • it- will not "for/^4^ 
moment be supposed that a British •senate-'-'^ 
silently,vbr almost wilhont 1 investiga- jl ■ 
iron, authorise a body of 10,000 foreign ■ 
troops to be received into their country. 
The,m;anner:•^iu^''wh^hiAbo9c troops.wore 1 

the ' .the ■ MWiy: ©f >' 

thefie^robps were already ; 

©tfderr King*' * 

beifter apd\ greater tecuti%4f ; i§e * 

country. If necessity 1 

■ for ■ ; the *adoptfoo 4 measure, ■ he 

bad ^©i the of : 1 
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that we had a sufficient force to cope with 
them at any point to which they might be 
directed ; but why employ these foreign 
Ron,an Catholics when we had such a 
number ot other Roman Catholics, natives 
of this country, who were willing to em¬ 
ploy their fortunes* and hazard their lives 
in its defence? When the services of these 
noblemen and geiitleineu are positively re¬ 
fused to be accepted of, why should we 
have recourse to the employment of fo¬ 
reigners of the same persuasion ? Why not 
send these troops to India for the defence 
of our possessions there ? Why should we 
not wish to keep our own regular troops qt 
home in preference* to the disgraceful ndea 
of employing foreign troops for our home 
defence ? He understood that some of our 
troops were either already gone, or were 
now under orders for embarkation to the 
East; and he appealed to the honourable, 
to the spirited and patriotic feeling of any 
gent, present, if he did not think that it 
was better to trust the defence of England 
to the hands of Englishmen alone ? 

The Set ret ary at War said, that as to 
the hou. gent/s first objection, the esti¬ 
mates, they had been brought forward (i 
months ago by his right lion, friend, the 
then Sec. at War, aiid the reason why they 
\\^re not mentioned particularly, was, that 
such mention would totally have defeated 
tpe purpose, for the men, had it been 
known, would have been prevented from 
leaving Hanover. As to the 2d objection, 
religionit was to be recollected, these 
were foreign troops, and if you mean to 
have foreign officers, you must take them 
of such religious persuasions as they may 
have been educated in. The lion. gent, 
would prefer, it seemed, the sending these 
foreign troops to fndia; but they were only 
enlisted during the war; and if peace 
should speedily arrive, the idea would not 
be quite so pleasing, that, after the ex¬ 
pense of sending them out to India, they 
might almost immediately insist on being 
dismissed and sent hatoe again; a circum¬ 
stance which must be detrimental to our 

r ny hi India, lie hoped, therefore, that 
this was only a measure of providing for 
a certain numbtoof brave men who were 
subjects of the same sovereign, who had 
been forced to leave their own country, 
and who were desirous to fight in defence 
of this against the atrocious tyranny which* 
overspread theirs ; hehagedthe hon. gent, 
would withdraw his QbjSmqti, andtUat the 
1 bill might proceed in it* course. 


indemnity*being j®sfcd for what has al-' 
ready taken place. The introduction of 
these foreign troops, however, has not 
been attended with such parliamentary, 
forms and notices as would have attracted 
* the attention of the legislature more ge¬ 
nerally to the measure. It does not up* 
pear that it was resolved on originally by 
the'prhy council. The bill says, that his 
Majesty has thought fit to employ such a 
description of troops; but it is not ex¬ 
pressed in the usual form, “ by and with 
the advice and consent of his privy coun¬ 
cil/' There not being any such authority 
vested in the cfown by the constitution of 
this country, and he being well convinced 
that it was not either the interest or the 
wish of ins Majesty to do any thing which 
might be taken as a precedent hereafter, 
and which might, perhaps, on a future 
occasion, in the Jhands of wicked minis¬ 
ters, be dangerous to the liberties of the 
people. It then became the duty of the 
bouse, in his opinion, to inquire who it 
was that advised the adoption of such a 
measure, in so extraordinary a manner. 
The regular parliamentary and constitu¬ 
tional mode of acting, be thought, would 
have been for a message to h&ve been 
brought to that house from the crown 
upon the subject, and notice to be then 
given, or a day fixed for the consi¬ 
deration of such message. This opinion 
might, perhaps, be erroneous; but cer¬ 
tainly some notice ought to have been 
given of such an intention by some of his 
Majesty’s ministers. That would have 
attracted the attention of the house, aud 
there would, .most probably, have been 
some regular discussion on the propriety 
of such a measure. Tt is not sufficient to 
say that an estimate bits been already 
given in; that provide? for only 5250 men, 
the bill allows 10^000. These men may 
also be of the Roman Catholic religion, 
lie bad no jealousy about religious opi¬ 
nions; on the Contrary, he declared that 
any religion with which we are acquainted 
will, by its tenets, make any man who' is 
sincere in. the fottb, be a better member of 
society in con^flut^nce pf his entertaining 
such prii^p^T'his sincerity, boweyer, 
iis be met with, and it might 

^Cr yM | p langerous to the liberties of # 
fre^Hpe ^ to 'admit a great 'body'-of-'men 
event persuasion, from thfmsdlveB 
country, wbenthey woultymve 
| ;l fewer of persecuting others. No 
it might be, advanced to argument. 
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Colonel Hutchinson declared his readi¬ 
ness to make any exertion, or submit U 
almost any sacrifice for the defence of thi 
country; but he could not consider tlu 
present measure either wie or politic. 
Foreigners might be very successfully em¬ 
ployed abroad for the assistance of our; 
own troops, in curbing the insolence of 
the enemy, iiut he never could agree in i 
the opinion that they would be equally 
serviceable at home. He was well cou 
vinced that a handful of natives would, in j 
the day of battle, if ,ever it should arrive^! 
prove more effective in the defence of these 
islands, than thousands of any foreign 
force.—-After a few words from Col,„ Cal- 
ci aft, the Speaker left the chair, the house, i 
in a committee, went through the bill, apd 
the report was ordered to be received to¬ 
morrow. 

[Civil List.]— Mr. Alexander brought 
up the report of the committee of supply 
relative to the civil list. On the question 
for the 2d reading of the resolutions, 

M r. Johnsnme rose to oppose it. He said, 
the public were, in his opinion, highly indebt¬ 
ed to thehon.gent.(Mr.Addington) tbr hav¬ 
ing laid the papers before the house, relative 
to tms subject.* There were many parts of 
these accounts which be could not at all 
approve, but as to some oi them, tht 
house was in such a dilemma that -they 
could not refuse their assent. It seemed 
the judges of tire land and foreign ministers 
were in arreur, and though ue coul<4 nut 
refuse his assent to such things being pro¬ 
vided for, the house, he thought, should 
take some precautionary measure that,such 
an application might not occur again. Be 
could by no means agree, in the inferences 
drawn from the arguments used with re¬ 
spect to the hereditary revenues which; 
were always brought forward to insiiinute 
that the public was only paying a debt, 
when it Was called on for such large sums* 
On the contrary, he thought his Majesty 
had been fully compensated for the here¬ 
ditary revenues^ With respect to the ar¬ 
ticle of pensions, he should have no oh* 
jection to the 82,0001. a-year, if thaj was 
ail; but there were others, which adiiotmf 
to 2OO*0OOlwattd that, he thought,. was 
fully sufficient for pensions given as private 
remunerations ; all the great public pen¬ 
sions being provided out of the consoli¬ 
dated fund. He observed* that in cl$s$ 
7, there had been a saving of 20,0001. and, 
in another part, there was another javing 
of 180,0001. which, he though^ with due 
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, the right the ‘Chancellor 
jf the Exchequer, possessed of such 
hints as his were, might have made to # 
answer any of the present exigencies, with** 
out coming to parliament for this very ex¬ 
traordinary addition to the civil list reve¬ 
nue. He was ready to agree that a larger 
and more liberal provisiuu should be made 
for those who were employed in diploma¬ 
tic missions. Indeed the education of such 
persons should be wholly directed to qua* 
lily them for such appointments. Those 
who were sent to represent his Majesty 
and the dignity of the countiy, should be 
men of talent and of character, and not 
persons who were sent abroad merely be¬ 
cause they could not live at home.—He 
had also to complain, that a measure of 
such magnitude and importance should be 
brought on at so late a period of the ses¬ 
sion; the more urgent demands might m 
the interim be paid ; *but, in his opinion, 
the more mature and final consideration 
oi the measure should he deferred ulJ the 
beginning o! next session. 

Mr. Hose contended, that all the sums 
w€re most accuiaiely accounted for, and 
that the deficit could not be made good 
by the savings, which bv no means amount¬ 
ed to what the hou. gent, seemed to ex¬ 
pert. , Neither should it be complained 
that the measure was brought forward at a 
lute period of the session. The articles 
had already beeu under the consideration 
of twp committees, and the report had 
bee$j on the table for near 3 months. 

Col, Cukrajt said, the fact was shortly 
this, the house was going now to add 
(i0,D00l. a #ear to the civil list, more than 
Mfpat was fixed as the expenditure 18 years 
ago. . When it was recollected how great 
4 change had taken place in the ogreutn- 
stances of the times, and in the price of 
every ,article of Hie, this addition appeared • 
to him. to be necessary, otherwise debts 
accumulate, and the application for 
similar aids must be continually repeated* . 

Mt* Addington said, the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Johnstone) had complained of want of 
uoticc; he begged the house to recollect, 
that he gave notice of his intention to 
bring the business forward on the 7th of 
May, and the circum t mces which pre* 
vented it were too well known for him to 
trouble the house with them at that' mo- 
•meft t» 4 

# 'the Ckmtikf of the Exchequer said, 
it mm altogether unnecessary for bun to 
shew that it was impossible for him. to 
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bring this measure ^ward soouer r That 
must be obvipus to every one. He should, 
^however* have been highly inexcuseable 
if he liad not brought it forward during 
the preseut session. He insisted that, 
notwithstanding all that had been said with 
regard to the sum, nothing can or ought 
to be considered as an addition to the 
civil list, but the 6‘0,000i.—The resolu¬ 
tions were then read and agreed to, and 
bills ordered to be brought in thereon. It 
was ordered that it be an instruction to 
the gent, appointed to bring in the bill, on 
the 2d resolution, to provide for laying an 
account of the state of the civil list, under 
certain circumstances, before parliament. 

. [Coun Trade Bill ]—Mr, Western 
moved the order of the day, for taking 
into further consideration the report on the 
com trade bill; which being read, he 
moved that the said report be recom¬ 
mitted. * 

Mr. Patteson desired to know if it was 
to be recommitted to a committee above 
^tairs ? v f 

Mr. Western said, he meant it to be re¬ 
committed directly to a committee offhe 
whole house. 

Mr. Jeffery said, he believed every day 
would bring forth fresh objections; and 
that after all, the country wpul4 be highly 
dissatisfied with this bill. He was no way 
desirous the price should be kept so lowas 
at preseut; but would have the house take 
care how they made prices too high- 
they would bring the prices to 56 or ,<$$&> 
he would have no objection. ■ 

Mr. Foster said, that the argument just 
urged by the hon. gent. woul^J apply in a 
committee, and no where so well. 

Mr. Morris said, that as he could not 
bring himself to agree with the committee 
cm the subject of this bill*, ha hoped he. 
should be indulged with a few'obsemtlcMis 
before the Speaker should leave thechair. 
His objection principally went, fd ’ptaking 
any alteration whatever in the prices fixed 
in 1791. If this objection had feeen louuded 
on any more abstract theories* he Should 
have his doubts, as to the propriety of it; 
but he had the authority of the ^otpuittee 
itself against the measure, lie wa& con- 
vincSl, he said, 'tbit. 
quired no other encouragement fi*dm par¬ 
liament than the protectiop of the laws to 
the capital of those conperned m : it* iff 
under that table of expoi^eptsd irapor|s, 
tbwre bas been a fair price to.;tbe 
Wtmia be wrong to dlter it* 


| he found himself obliged to oppose the 
present measure. 

> Mr. II. Lascelles observed, that the ob¬ 
ject of both those who were m favour of 
the bill, and those who were againt it, was 
the same ; and that object was to set the 
price of corn on a proper and productive 
footing. Those who were in favour of tlie 
bill, wished to prevent that fluctuation of 
price, which arose in consequence of this 
country being every year an importing 
country, instead of being able to export in 
ordinary years, so as to have but a small 
deficiency in years of scarcity, lie then 
stated the prices at which corn was prohi- # 
bitedto be exported in the reign of Cha. II. 
when its price was much the same as the pre¬ 
set price,whereas corn, like all other things, 
ought to vary in its export price, accord¬ 
ing to the variations of money at different 
periods of time. He concluded by ex¬ 
pressing his approbation of the bill.—The 
j house then went into a committee of the 
[ whole house, Mr. H. La|celles in the 
chair. * 

Mr. Patteson, in adverting to the prices, 
as fixed by the report, observed, that the 
Irish gent, must of course, wish this bill 
to pass, because Ireland will be able to 
send wheat to England, at-48s. when it 
cannot be sent by foreign countries at less 
than 63s. which* is an advantage of 15s. a 
quarter, and of 2s. 6d. besides, if they 
their wheat through us to foreign 
countries. 

Mr- Foster said, the advantage of Ire¬ 
land sending Corn to this country, and this 
country to Ireland, would be equal, by 
'making them apply to each other 111 pre¬ 
ference to sending their money to foreigu 
countries. So far the hon. gent, was right 
in Hie observation as to Ireland. He must, 
hoWever* think the Irish a strange kind of 
■beingindeed, to suppose, that when they 
would have a right to export directly to 
fdMign markets, they should be so much 
in love With the half crown advantage, he 
spoke of, as to ship their corn to England, 
tO have it unloaded, and sent through the 
country, in order to ship it again for a fo¬ 
reign port, lie was, however, very glad 
jto acknowledge that the present bill would 
tend very much to the advantage of Ire¬ 
land*, and he hoped that every member of 
the house would equally rejoice with him¬ 
self, m applying parliamentary provisions, 
that should equally benefit every part of 
the united empire.~8evcral amendments 
; were then proposed by Mr. Ryder, Mr. 
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Eiliston, and Mr. Banks, after which Mr. 
Foster moved that the chairman should 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 
This motion was agreed to ; and the house 
being resumed, the chairman reported ac¬ 
cordingly, and obtained leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

[Irish Additional Force Bill.]— 
Sir Evan Nepean moved, that the house re¬ 
solve itself into a committee upon this bill. 

Mr. James Stewart proposed that it 
should first be printed as amended, in 
order that the members might have timq 
to consider it. 

Sir Evan Nepean thought that such a 
measure would only tend to produce delay. 

Mr. Foster said, he was convinced that 
the hon. gent, had no improper motive, 
and, as he also thought that the bill re¬ 
quired many amendments, the. best plan, 
would be for the house first to $o into a 
committee, in which the amendments 
might be read, and afterwards, printed 
along with the Bill.—rOn the question 
being put, , 

Sir John Newport said, he had objec¬ 
tions to the bill, which none of the amend¬ 
ments that had been made to it tended tb 
do away. There was a negle&t in omitting 
some provisions as to the supplementary 
militia; and he disapproved of the" man¬ 
ner of levying the penalties by grand ju¬ 
ries, which was totally foreign to their 
original constitution. It was a tax which 
bore heavily upon the peasantry, and to¬ 
tally freed non-ifesidents from contributing 
their proportion towards the advice of 
the state. , 4 

Mr. Foster said, that no alteration could 
be made on that proposed mode of taxa¬ 
tion, without altering the common law of 
the country. It was avowedly the $amo 
plan which had been adapted as to every? 
other taxation throughout the kingdom.^, 
The house went into a committee. There* 
port was brought up, ordered to be taken 
into further consideration on Thursday 
next, and the bill to be printed as intend* 
ed.—Adjourned. r ^ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. ; 
Wednesday, July 4. 

[Minutes.] — The report of the eom* 
mittee of precedents to which the petition* 
against Mr. Justice Fox were yesterddy 
remitted, was received, declaring that the 
petitions laboured under a fundamental 
informality, and could not be entertained 


4.—Coffott Manufac fitters Bill . [J4J 

by the house. ThelHarquis df AbercorA 
thereupon applied for, and obtained leave 
to withdraw the same.—Evidence was* 
heard in Mr. Bingham's Divorce bill, for 
the purpose of proving Mrs. Lingham’s 
place of residence. Not being able, how¬ 
ever, to make out their object, another 
witness was ordered to attend on the same 
point to-morrow.^Adjourncd. 


feoiJSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday , July 4% 

[MlSWTES.]—-Mr. Francis moved, that 
there be laid before the house an account 
of the sum of l,500,6661. received by govt, 
from the £. I. Company, with the interest * 
on it |o the 1st of March, 1804, which was 
accordingly ordered.*—Col. Stanley pre¬ 
sented the minutes taken by the commit¬ 
tee oh the petition of # the Calico Printers, 

: which, on the motion of that hon. gent., 
were Ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed,—-The hous6 went into a commit¬ 
tee on Lady Kilwarden’s Annuity bill, the 
report of which was ordered to be received 
to-motro^,—The Secretary at War moved, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill to 
permit the Quarter-Masrer-Generayjf his 
Majesty ^ Forces to sefid and recem let- * 
ters and packets free of postage. Granted. 

In a* committee of the whole house on 
the acts relating to the Irish distilleries, 

:Mr*- Foster submitted to the committee 
the propriety of confirming* the act of the 
[3fd of his Majelty, for preventing the im¬ 
portation of malt into Ireland, and of 
repealing the act prohibiting the distil¬ 
lation from Oats and oatmeal. A bill was 
ordeted accordingly, which on the house 
* resuming wa$ brought up, read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a 2d time to-mor- 
'.'The rfeffortpf the jFamalqa Free Port 
bilFwas received, and ordered^to be read 
fa 3d time to-morrow. —M r. Foster brought 
iti a bill to allow the circulation of small 
Bank Noth in Iceland for a limited time, 
andr under fcert&iti regulations, which was 
ordered to bfe printed, and to he read a 2d 
6m0 Wn Fridky next —On the motion of 
Mr* FoSfor, leave was given to bring iti % 
bill for tetter regelating the Oollec^mji W 
the revenue in Ireland, and preventing 
fmdithmin. ' 7 

' [Cotton Manufact uitaRS 
0n t6e Order of the day being redd for ifyfe 
'heipse to resolve itself into a comfoi^ee oh 
the Cdfcfon Manufacturers bill;,; 1! ^ v ' 
Colonel Smley rose to oppose It; : -' lie 
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said, din considered k not only vexatious to 
tto patties who were the objects af it, but 
• fc held out tto advantages beyond those 
contained in the old laws «f the 1st of 
Anne, and the 20th of G« 0 i*e It In¬ 
stead of putting an end to oteputet be* 
tween masters and manufacturers, tt would 
lay the foundation for fresh ones. The 
toll, besides, whs whoUy unnecessary; sued 
to shew that it was, be would just state, 
that when be first had .the honour of a mat 
in parliament, the quantity of cotton cow* 
wised by rawnofoc turns uwt year amoont* 
ad to 13 milto# of pounds weight; and 
ttfeqna&ity stow consumed was-56 foB- 
sons of pound* weight. T»s was a-deei. 
live proof that the trade bad: prospered 
euadtr the old laws; end that there was 
sms necessity forwew ones. * * 

Mr. Rm went into a detail of the sw, 
eumstances that $fc«4 rise W tJto’bill to 
1300, relating to this subject, That gilt 
had either bums defective in iwpMpntiWtoli 
eh its regulations had uot.Wn get'hi 
practice. A petition the year .fbltoWkW 
had beau presented to file Mtotodtohl the 
journey men, praying' that thr ffign^tfaha 
adopted by the bid magbtsto put 
and tort year they bed comb forwai 

•witblbother petition of a suitor«. 

Th»committee to Whifih this notkito M. 
been referred, had 

that a toll should to hWght in <p "toto 
01 pm regulations ©toctid^ hut the “ ' 

Was w acwfijMU a tbra 

Ison BOidd odtdto copWeatty Ca 
too etoct, and to* pfoseto Wll%IW»pifew| ; i 
tod been submitted to tot bouse foHbaq 
purpose, Itoa'ipastwr! themselucs* bstogf' 

tto select km to 'UdhtlM*— 1 * 

» «* ought A " ‘ 

» {jtoicto 
to well Mw^nst 
{h$ present toll, ,i 
toe nomination ©I 
to the 
bis privilege 
-as »JttWmetoure 

' 'lag to old toe t g Rttpa w * 1 

. 1 HSBCiW- 

4% 
tarot 

../ttol yaitolto HmMurfyy far 

tress, amfhtogtom itowttoifts 
(.n he fitotwfcd *m> asswnkto. Bwi 

uttTtfwihis* fia| tonfr totov 



toUtotofetoa 




could Boorish to sttch an extent, unless it 
had been properly cpnduoted, mid much 
less it its regulations were hostile to its 
prosperity. He argued, therefore, that 
the present existing regulations were suf¬ 
ficient for every purpose either of neces¬ 
sity or expediency. The prosperity of the 
atano&cture w$k the tost proof that every 
thing Wes going on well, end they ought 
tu be cautious not to interrupt this pros¬ 
perity by any Unnecessary tneasbre. He 
tod not think it at all necessary, in regard 
fo any disputes that might arise, to inter- 
flhfo With the authority of the magistrates, 
Of to take toe right of settling such dis- _ 
pntes out of their hands, in order to put ’ 
it into tto (hands of others.—A division 
was then catted for, when there appeared, 
j*lbr the motion, 27; Agamst it, 8. The 
house haying resumed, the report was or¬ 
dered ttoto received to-morrow. 

iHB> Tttoos* Ex mstubwt Bi ll.] 
Hdtomton brought up the report of 
dgn Troops Kahstment bill.—On 
toe dtostom toot ton amendments be read 
gtoxmdttoie, 

hfjp. Moore rose for tl«e purpose of en- 
ItorWg he solemn protest against the bill, 
Itod tonpsindiple it implied. It was founded 
jog tto Seam pnticiplto said, that had 
" noontsndsd for by the right hon. the 
oellormf to* Exchequer in the year 

., Ptt#P landing of the Hessian troops 

on'toe me of Wight, though then discou- 
" #J» almost every one of his col. 

" Ibni. it mu conMtfotkmal to in- 
tomtgn troops, independently of 
'fcwOsent of parliament, as a part of 
h}» mmtfs prerogative. The majority 
to .MB house, on that occasion, supported 
but its effect was sucli as to 
■pur toe disapprobation of the country at 
Iggygfc* It Wpto m oppositofo to the spint 
Af t|A cODAitutinnf and olfered to it a 
s wound. The present bill, he ar- 
, mm prociaaly « » similar nature, 
wenfett) aeec»d a precedent whicli had 
to utoappily permitted to exist. The 
member said to would repeat the 
OttS ttof were pat yesterday to nu- 
nntoig by Ms bon. friend on tto same 
touch Qtt, Trancis). Did this measuie, 
to Mkm ttogwate in the privy, council, 
Wad why did n<* this bill, ui thp usual 
i «pd tedgtoge <Wf such bills, stats 
lilt Utgesfy hi thw acted by the ad- 
totti toth the. consent of his privy 
Stoned fi Tto tost- rneans^ to thought, of 
WMaofiaf ofajaetmw, was (or tto gent 
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opposite to give an explicit answer. The . eluded by protesting warmly against every 
lion. gent, then cpnsicjpred the bill aa a principle that went to encourage the intro- , 
measure of state, but uo case bad been duction of foreign forces, without the pro- * 
made outffo shew that it bad any founds* moos consent of parliament, as unconsti- 
tion, either m necessity or in sound policy, tutional and illegal.-—The report Was dien 
lie was not surprised, however, that those received, and the bill ordered to be read a 
grounds had not Men resorted to, as it M time. a„ 

could not have been maintained!on a»ypf (IUvishor of Irbivako.]— Mr. Cony 

them, without admitting that the present test- to beg the attention Of the house for 
force of the country, amounting to above a few minutes. Ha complained that eer» 
800,000 men, was inadequate to its fb* tain statements had been made on a for¬ 
lorn p, and that to our disgrace wts were to ] <ft»r evening by the right hon. gent, oppo- 
h ive iccourso to foreign mercenaries. The *Re (Mr* Foster), which went to attach 
introduction of foreign force into the blame to the late administration of Ire- 
country was not only . unconstitutional, land. He Was far from thinking that right 
but dangerous in the extreme. la order hofo g*nt."had interned any misrepreseu- 
to induce the house More easily to consent tetiou, bp > at die* tatae time the state- 
to the measure, it was Stated that those i founts he laid made were for from being 
men were Hanoverians, hitherto subjects: Correct, and the home, be was afraid, had 
of im Majesty, and consequently entitled been induced tot draw from them conclu- 
to kome degiee of regardi This fact he riopi Vesp apfawouiWblg both to Himself 
dmied. They were not all Hanoverians; ' dad to'the govtw of Ireland. From the 
lot better than one-fourth of them afore' aaturtHof the statements that had been 
tin sweepings and refuse of Other parts of bud before them, they most have drawn 
Germany, besides those that'’constituted inferences yejy ■ ftnnote from the truth, 
his Majesty’s dominions. He 'complained He by no means imputed to the right hon. 

) that the bill, lioMpthStaadlng ltd UnpCrt* gent, a wisfct to produce this effect, nor 
ancc, had not beta printed for the nse of did he wish fo throw any obstacle in his 
the members. This oraisstOU completely way to the office that he understood he 
fixed on the measure the character he'hftd ’ would soon publicly be announced tfl oc- 
given it. The hon. geut. tfafoa requested tapy j but; be wished to vindicate Lord 
the house to look to the tjoodact of lib-j Hardwicke mid others, and to shew that 
laud on a similar occasion iu 1779 .' Wiktt they wjere not Hable to the imputa- 
Lord Hdi court offered the Services of 4000 dou that toe statements he alluded to 
foreign troops, in room of* greater sum- really bore. The right hou. gent, then 
btr that had been draughted to Amerfo*, want into 1 a minute riqwsof toe various 
though Protestants, they were rejected -by | Utetoments which toe right hem. gent, had 
(he parluiment of Ireland, who declared’ mriJeton a preceding evening, m regard 
that they would accept of no foreign help,* to the decrease of toe Irish revenue, and 
ns they felt competfmt to defend them- toe ‘greet balances in the bands of toe 
selves, or if not, that they were not wwfedi eoUcctors. »He denied, that the revenue 
(Intending ; and tins, too, was at a orfeiB was raUch diminished, dr that toe balance* 
of danger, when the combined fleets of Id Wfo hands of thb collectors/fosre great 
France and ttpaiu, to our great astonish- m dto manner that had befta represented, 
nu-nt, were in possession of the Channel. AS* impression had' been mane on too 
Instead of relying* on foreigner*, 50,006 hmtfo* that abode-half a million remained 
volunteers on that occasion presented «► the hand* ofAe collectors, which' Ought 
themselves for the defence qf their conn* 1 to. have been' received; it would, tbere- 
tiy, and were wisely trusted by the tot* fore, <ffo ifo<fo#aiy Sir him to Mate to too 
ministry of England. This confident*! hnasetoc nature of those, balances. lit 
the result of needwty in Engtebd, Vras, gaaetal, 'ton balances were ure cash re- 
nevertheless, gratefully recdPred’.fa lew. reared, but: uterg*yfoat bad not yet bmftt 
land, add from that moment lessened ton fc«njlatoie« 1 the balances irosd 

dissatisfaction toot drop prevailed lit that front ialolveot arrears, add such, arrears * 
country. He begged the house dm .eon* Mould happen foriopendciftly bf s th» htott »«. 
trast toe effects of 4 weU-ptabedhbmsjft* eiftariftn* Thi how. grift, tfrta dd- 
deuce with the effects of a sWtdfod* re- Stated to toe #ht of Ireland, T§« at*, 
hellion that bad lately been too prevriew *aad» that this debt bad beta dec«M«rily 
in that country. Th* hoa. ^t. *&«§»*• vriMrifrl Hffoly** Vary adji 

v01.11. ^ r so 
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ditional p^pcnces had , been occasioned, f ment, and was increasing rapidly in pros-, 
not only by preparation# against a foreign perity. And whatever he had said on the 
enemy, but by providing against the subject of the Union, during the discus- 
designs and machinations of such at home sious upon it in Ireland* jfo now# felt it his 
as had been infatuated enough to contem- duty to forego every thing he then ad- 
plate the overthrow qfthe govt. Other vanned, and, to do his utmost endeavours 
extraordinary e^ps#nce9 also had been in- to mend the; defects of the country, and 
curred by winding up the Union, .and by } ipeorease all die advantages she must de- 
the compensation# that had- been judged; rive fro^i the measure. These were the 
necessary to such as had sujffor^d by,that sentifoents thatbad all times been ex- 
iqeasure. lie to jibe, state, pressed hy Wtn sinpe the Union took 

of the revenue, and attempted {o account place. Now with respect to the question 
fqr the apparent decrease, as it stood in of balances remaining in the hands of col- 
the statement of the right hon. gent, Dur- lectors, he must contend that there was in 
ing .the trouble® 'iniIreland, the stores the paper before .the house the sum of 
had been exhausted, and the warehouses 5JO*OOOL acknowledged to be in the hands 
left completely empty: upon the return of of collectors, A n ^ he would ask the right 
tranquillity, therefore, a great deal of im- hon. gent* i.f lie thought the officers in 
portation took place, which added very Iceland didJtheir cftity, if they suffered 
much to the revenue of that year. IJe one-fifth of the revenue of Ireland to re- 
could not but Consider it, however, as un- main in the hand# of the collator®,? Be 
fair to compare a year of this description was justified in saying that-^ .T^vcnue 
with the one fallowing, in which less inir was not collected as it ought to have 
portation even than usual would be ne- been, . What ; he asserted wa$>^hat govt, 
necessary, fot the purpose of pointing, out shoukinbwbe ar- 

the decrease of revenue. Me had intend- rear#, and that the monip'ife' withheld 
ed, he said, to bring forward a measure somewhere in its passage from the pocket 
relating to the absentees, frdrn Ireland, of the subject into the treasury. 

which would have kepn productive, he.Mr. Franck thought it very unfortunate 

Mattered himsqlf,, of considerable adyan- thqt the Uyo right hon. gent, did not un- 
tage to the revenue; but certain circuin* derstaml one another. There must, he 
stances had occurred that had prevented apprehended, be some extraordinary in- 
him from putting his design in execution. trieacy in the question, as they could nci- 
He concluded by declaring the satisfaction . tlier convince one another, nor satisfy the 
he should have in regaining tiie go#d opi- Jious# which ikas in the right. If what 
nion of the house;, which he thought must the right hop. gent, on the same bench 
have been forfeited by the statements Corry) had said, was really the fact, 
which he had now attempted to correct, he was completely convinced he had 
The right hpo* gent# tlieu moved, u that cleared himself from every imputation of 
there be laid before the hQ||sq a.copy of the blame; but it was rather singular they 
report of j. Croker # ^Esq. surveyor-general could, hot come, to a proper understand- 
pf the pop, of pi;#r«^'.by> )(< apd ing. The Epglish members, he was sure, 

deljiverjftl to, ffjp' ! must go . t W*$p very ,dissatisfied, as the 

■ quer ip Ofet. o^r^jforts^fa right Itijd. gent, opposite had given no sa- 

similar kiifcl, doymtisfaptiry ,aniwerrand as the case required 
Mr. Foster assured Sfcpfe: soj$$:pxplanation to Chose who w$rp un- 

that in, the ky acquainted with Irish affairs*. Hpdid not 

h^ b^t made np know what the items of those balances 

^Unioq; nqi* 'di4,, he ; r Iti# aright be,. ;( but^be r onderstood they must bo 
idlicussiqns pn the Union appars t>f mtmey in their hands, and that 

had, predicted ' whjtr' the thmus$ be of soph a nature a® 

oanpt^^oi^;^ imt elbowed,by law tp lie in this main 

two yen$ ggq,\ln^^ : * aejr/ in hapd.f It would-'give more satis- 

hjjs appmhcmmmi to, ; faction* he thought, could the accounts 

\pf lr$ya$' ’t|evW^er , with., different, items be laid before the 

riiutfed to & hy" ... . ; " 

•tfep failure, of ' IridydflBMsi Met- no# -; ' Mr ..Jwter said, what ho meant to cou*> 
Relieved, that Ixefan^wae tend wad, that every farthing of arrears 

^jsiip lyggpm IwilQued ia tb<? paper before the Rouses 
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ought to have been collected, And iri the 
treasury of Ireland ; that the arrears oqt* 
standing were those whiah ought not to 
have beeii suflfefcftd. 1 ife lie o#.^Tfbi| fm 
alt he could say at present; ..there" Wfcre 
various items in tli<a balances wlu&h ivould 
be laid before the house, and ’-inighrb€‘’M* 
ainined hereafter: upon; these; he v#' 
give every information 
he could not a#yuby 
subject, till all the accounts„ Wejte* 
fore the house. v ;; ,r * 

Mr. 

satisfied whether; the""^tanb^' 

^ 1 ■ ■ v , i-ta" i 


ally in the hant}& s, ijf 
applied to alight iKfflf. $ti&y 

was sec. to the Lord; , 0‘jfi; 

land, and from him he ^ 

a month’s credit was ^Irert J ttie 1 phjfifiiefi 
of the duties oh excise^:but'thiL Col¬ 
lectors were* charged Wltli,, 

■ that time,’,<ithbug$; jffiMkit' 


received it. This was the 
much money app 


that those who had SOi 
from the statements ... „ 

gent, in a sirikihg'sta^jji;; 
tain a different opinio#? 

Mr. Foster denied' Rift bfcvifig ey^lgm 
that Ireland ’ Was' in" a sitifc jri|’; f ’bn 
the contrary, he had declared, : by 

great efforts ’she waft capable- hlffcf **~^ 
all those difficulttes^The iti&tfa 
C’orry was then agreed, Jtb. Afl 
he moved, “that there be lutd bp^re tb 
house a copy of all the' general s brdel|/ 
issued by the commissioners of CxcUfe toil 
customs in Ireland, since 1800, for the 
better collecting and paying in of 
venues of Ireland. OrderedAdjour*ie<L 


HOUS 2 OF I*OKI>S* 


oi , ;cdm^lai|ni / ^ r ere then 
ftead‘-were.' under ; four,• 1 principal 
Ijpadll'tlMfirst/ 1 ' stated, thfit 'Mr/' Justice* 
hM uigefi'updfe' jury 'of the 

'Cb&iity of • Fhroaanagh, '■ ffiai it was’ their 

.., I *3futy ^ hlajeftty to remove the 

f ”JjCTtcnwt and gcWC* of Ireland, with 

■ thp fcnhmf >t6 i: excite * discontent against his 


‘i 1V.; 

•< l( , ti r 

Thunday » July 5. 

[Mijjwtes.]—T he Irish Stamtf’Ibuiy 
bill, and the Ex<*eque^Bilfe hill, stfpre 
read a 3d time and passed*—Th*-Couliktei£ 
feit Dollars bill was read * 2d time, db^f j| 
ordered to be committed te.mortoV.iVj y _ r „ 
The Irish Customs and. Excito biB Vp *»ov .. 
committed, and tti#te^ort twewed^irwLltofrlfr 
bill ior relieving the Incumbents of certain 
livings in the city of London, w^s brought 
from the Commons, and read a 1st time. 

—-Lord Hawkesbuty presented rpedifica- 


tions of the qualifications of deputy lieu¬ 
tenants and others,, from the time the 
last accounts were present*d, to the pre- . 

sent tin^r 1 ; ■ 

or .Totbge; Fox. — The 
Marquis ’£>£: Atyrcdrn' presented articles 
of complaint against thl hon. 

a on'Jifia'ietltiqn pre- 
’fton^tl'adfihd^W^'' we said, that' 

t&e articles of complaint contained every 
; ,thmt^haiidl-'''been' noticed by him on 
'—day^ ’ except what related to, cer- 
mffitary officers, and that lie had 
slbte yet to reduce into a proper 
I Vapid didy add,- 1 that wliattwer 
gs’their lordships might adopt 
^whatever might -be. the ' 
•, and tibe of tHose pro- 


i^gs; he V°dld Spy; that he was as 
r #^dypdV y to ; hndej i tafee;the. part thit might 
: ' 3fe ’*’ !l - t 'ihl»"«liair^:ai he ever could Or should 


flipst his 

^ty’s govtV; ThiS :! 2d istated, %Vt Mr. 

had endeavoured to induce 
«.-shms.^ a corps of voa, 
to procure an address 


front 


, _ to the saihe effectf and that 
th» v, «ras ' r dpii»e ^ith-tfeO-PwEBe evil design. 
'f|pg -jUtf ijHMvt’ill;’tpV'cVnplaints which 
i.3-«-(i|>p3ared ; in the-'petiiuwjs of the, high 
|«^ft':sf* : ^rVouo^,.''a^d :‘pfi the petty 
r» ■: ’ *^i'.j*«ntf coinpla*ning of be- 

.lb* • IwiMpa'JRw in an 

r;'hiS^!ir^.;i(aid’‘the‘ 'pdttjr jurors of ' 
gtigm atra ed by hten, ini his judicial 
' iy^Vd'.h^ihg' p^ipkrthy • to, serve^as 
t.jo0^in».' ■'tiw : |^ad, also, 


inbindoil, top "'COiihllainf.'of^Wr. Hart, 

t.JJLidi'., . TTka tVmf. alafor) 


The lit$t stated, 
•«W1 wan- 

l&P;ihki^p||i^ i ' x iMaf<inis df Abercom, 
withdrawing himself 
vi; ' J1 y i ejrnpr of a county. 


l 


tootivesj and this 
stating, Wat' Mr. 

■ ! ’s publiclv aci- ■ 


Vhe had doneMw 


«**qnli.-* r Fhe articles' 
—™ip; lie m$f* • tabfe Vijd.v: »n 
<md£t6$ V^’ihe i ''l««Sluia, of Afepcdrn, 
U same : p 5 aapf#red ■.to’be'fur- 

r, Justice fox.-*Adjoumed. 

1 1 
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«, BOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, July 5. . . 

[Mi^OT'Es.Jf-^Sir'E; "Nepean presented 
to the house a retutn qf the number Of 
t men raised in Ireland for the army of „rC- 
aerve. Ordered to lie ‘bn the table,—|$;r. ■ 

1 Alderman Coitfot brought up'thfe 
of the committfefe 

Market bill, wfai^h yik]t&['knd the 
bill was ordered tb be read & time to- 
morrow.^Sir^V 

to continue the act or ' hi$ pre¬ 
sent Majesty, v for ek^frqnfof] 

the law and ,W'tfe peac/iif 

cotfoiies at Ihr^- ihlit, 
time—A • similar, brtiftr' mi'' foadfc"'with 
respeefto a bill to ekfetnW from payment 
of postage, letters and ^packets sent ot y 
received by the quarter-master general, 
adjutant general, barrack-mastet,' general* 
and by certain pCjs&ofo iri : dacb ;d^ those 
offices; also d bill to explain and amend 
certain acts respecting* Hackney Coach* 
•men; also a bill to regulate tie appoints 


meat of commissioners for; carrying the 


Property act intb execution; also a bill tp 
repeal the several duties upon stamps, and 
to enact other duties in lieu, thereofr^Thc 
Foreign Troops Enlistment bill was read a 
3d time and passedV as ’%as the bill to 
relieve certain Incumbents of v Livings in 
London; also the bjll for paving, digbting,’ 
and cleansing tire several streets, &c. in 
the borough of Soutb warV.—Mr. Rose 
brought in a bill for creating certain Free 
Ports in the 'West Indies.; '/RbatlyC 1st 
time ^—A message from the Lords stated 
their lordships’ assent t6 Exchequer 
Bills bill, and the Irish and Scotch Stamp 


Duty bUl^'Mri, rrr _ Trwrv ,- :r , 

the report ©f ? Lady jKrlwar&en’s A ability 
bill,;' Which m s 1 * Wi 

ordered to-b^read'a.^d'' ti ( 

^-The* frqg, : tibd' '$] 

- farther report from' the!; 
committee 1 ^ ' 



*'W 


agreed fo, and bills o^^%cq#dlli 
The Charepildrbf th^’BSchf^r broi, 
jita tylj .for^tbe | 

jesty^^hdbiehold^t^'forbbtlSf r™ 

crown. 

Johii||pne, 



Foster moved the farther consideration of 
the report of the corbmittec on the Com 
bill, On the motion of the Chancellor of 
the v Exchequer* a clause was added to the 
bill, by whfolj it is enacted, that notwith¬ 
standing any prohibition which jimy be 
issued gainst the importation of com into 
country, any ships which may appear 
to have bon4 fide taken in their cai goes of 
corn ports of the %ltic or America, 

before they could have been apprised of 
such order Of pphfoition, shall be allowed 
to unlade, and dispose of such cargoes in 
this country., The several amendments 
were agreed to, and the bill was ordered . 
to bis> read a,#d time to-morrow. 

Irish ABpiario^AL Force Bill.]— 
§jbr E ¥ Nepean moved the farther cousin 
deration of the report of the Irish Addi¬ 
tional Force bill* 

Col^OIZWi said, he understood that; 
this bill was to be re-commit tqd. 

Mr, faster observed, that if the hon* 
gent* had any objections to offer, or any 
amendments to propose, in the detail of 
thy biUi he would assent to its re-com¬ 
mittal. * 

. Col, O'Dell said, he had some objec¬ 
tions to offer with respect to the power 
whi^h H w&& prbpo^gd to vest in the lord 
lieut. fo^ fixing the quotas to be furnished 
by the several counties, and he conceived 
thaf jh^ ^mmittee was the proper place 
in which to state them. 

; The Speaker thought it right to state, 
that at #e time this dull went through a 
committee, there was an express under¬ 
standing that it should be re-committed. 

; Mr. Foster declared, Unit he hud no ob¬ 
jection to the re-eomtuiftal, if desired. 

, Mr, Damon said he hud not read this 
bill*, but ho had just understood from an 
horn friend of his, that it was a very ob¬ 
jectionable measure. His hon. friend had 
stated fo him, that there was not a clause 
iiMt to which he did ,not object, except the 
last, that it might be altered or repealed 
wilfrin the present session/' The hoi% 
member wished for time to investigate the 
subject—The re-committal of the bill 
was then-ordered for to-morrow.—Ad-. 


Hems 
posfed 

Javus^fo-foorrowi; '*Rw' i .read % 

^'lUOTltid drd^.d'tb be pri&te&—Mr.' 


4 'v HOUS^ Qf LORDS. 

c p ^ 1 •:« ■ Frmy;«futy 6. 

, fMl^UTES.]—The bill to prevent Irish 
Offenders-from coming to Enghuid, or re. 
moving from one county to another in Ire 
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land, went through a committee, and'was suggested the necessity of making such 
ordered to be reportedon Monday.—Wit- amendments, were not prepared to submit 
nesses were examined in LinghunVs I)i- them to the house at the the further * 

vorce bill, as to the present residence ol reading'of the bill was deferred till to- 
Mrs. Lingham. Thq further proceedings morrow. 1 

were adjourned to Monday next,—The ^ [LoTTjia Y.].—The house having resolved 
bill for enabling foreigners to enlist into itself into a committee of 4?ays and meads, 
the English service, and the London Coal;; i The p hmcefldr, of the Exchequer rose to 
Market bill, were brought from the Coni* bring forward his nation for raising a sum * 
mons, and read .f, 1st time,—4dj«|tttned. of money for the ensuing year, by way of 

- .* /*/ pottery. He meant that the number of* 

* 'HOUSE of commons. "■ "tkkql® should be 80,000, the same its last- 

. - ...... * ' J ' : yean; that the price of each ticket should; 

tnaatfi July 0. be 101. and the whole sum be S00,000l* 

[Minutes.] —Lord Marsh^ reported The whole,should he divided into 3 lotte* 
from the Middlesex committee tltftt C. ries/’ He f shpul^also propose that, instead’ 
Wiliock was guilty of gross prevarication, of raising a specific sum at one given time, 
and concluded ^ith moving, that he be hy wjhich the public might $e deprived, as 
taken into custody# ^The motion was was the case last year, K of the chance of 
agreed to, and the Speaker issued his war- having rickets on advantageous terms, the 
rant for the committal of C. Wiliock to coihmi&sjon^rs be now empowered to take 
Newgate.—4 message from tlie -Lords advantage qf market, by^making bar- 
stated, that their lordships had agreed to gains fromijiine fcq time. This would have 
the Irish Duties and Customs’ bilk—Mr. the effect of extending the competition as 
Owen from the India-house, presented widely as posable among v .the individuals 
the particulars of the sum of 1,501,66'6*1. who should contract iprfthe lottery. He 
received from govt, by the E* India Gamp, then moved, “ that .it be the opinion of ' 
together with the interest at the rate of 4 the committee, that the Lords Co minis- 
per cent, thereon. Ordered to lie on the sioners of his Majesty's treasury have power 
table.—The London Coil Market feitt unto' 1 . to; contract,fpr the sum pf 300,0001. to be 
read a 3d time, and passed*—Tl^ Chat- raised by lottery- tickets, each ticket pot 
ham Ordnance Land bill was repotted, to exceed iOl.” The resolution was agreed 
and ordered to be read a Sd^time^to- to, and the house being resumed, the re^ 
morrow,—The Hackney Coach bill *was port was ordered to fee received to- 
read a 2d time, and committed for to- borrow* \ VX 
xnorrow; also the Stamp Regulation bill. |Lo«pojf v DocX9 BiL^J-T'Mr.HiwWwoTs 
—The Civil List bill Was read a 2d tifhe, mid, he supposed the motion he was al? out 
nnd ordered to be committed on Monday $ tp mak^ wa^prae which no gent, would have 
also the Irish County Justices? feittw-The any objdcUfeh to* On the contrary, he be- 
AVest India Free Port Bill was • read a 2d lieve^ iji;.would:give ‘satisfaction to every 
time, and committed for to-morrow.—The bodyi to hear fbat the London Docks, to- 
Quarter-Masters* Franking bilfwasread % the opening of which fee now pro- 

2d time, and committed for Monday.— certipuu ifegulationS* were jyn such a 

Lady KiiwardeiTs Pension bill was re&d a state of fopsardness, that it wak expected 
3d time and passed*—The Expiring Laws, and 

bill was committed, and ordered to be re- accommodation of shipping, early ( in the 
ported to-morrow.—The Irish Small Notes 'mp%|^. .of ^ .Sopfeeji^lEbp / phi ' jbq nteint to 
bill was read a 2d time, and committed Jim* Jthppq objects in 

to-morrow.—The Chancellor of the |Bx- ; vus#., /;First^pq-give additional facility to 
chequer gave notice, that on Monday next t^tra^b qf ih^ poit of London ; 2*d, to 
lie should subfhit a proposition ; r to’vthe ■ ibti 

house respecting the holder* of tKqLoyali^ j^vijdcifqr the'greater 

Loan.—The order for tl*e 3d reading of security of the revenue arising out .of it. 
the Corn Trade Regulation bill was the$ The?® a variety pL4^ : 

read* Several intendments were not now enter into; 

to, in general tending to lower 'lcd*W^ 

at which corn might be imported.—Some all* the regulation? ytbat should' be con- 
further regulations were suggested,jte, be mined *in ^e bill, had been already con- 
necessary; but, as the hon members who dinted and plSimed by ^e diicctors of the 
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cofopafty; and met with the approltetibtt I cftH^cr,The till would then become a 
of a}l tb whom they jti&d' been submitta l moaeybiU, instead of a bill for raising men 
ffp tiUXn ^nrtfs3itdi»n lantHT mnvfnif. •* Ithai I bii Ati*h Tin* same defect. how- 


lie, then con^aderyit}? moving, fl : ;lw in such con»tie$- llae sat^e defect, how- 
be given, to^ briof ’ A» A bw.forjfbb; After,, exiMfh&,.iS. th*,*i5nigl«h_ Additional 
%^ehousing passed'; the house, 

•••iff certain ttsd« fi|p£ $$».raffi jflffilbsfrlauseWQhld be amend- 

thfe provisioue’Wj,lfci; W4f||w|»b^'A3 ^ii%®n:P!P : 'n, ) «8SY Session 'of parliament, 

king, for §m* 

, security .of sftlbping to, qt.TJ0' ' -grve their 

don*'' very aictive in 

■ [Irish r 1 |#5$ W|^okipj& even wi$ such 

On the motion ths!^ the flfr- ,an Provisions of 'the 


®olve itself tdi 8T# 

Additional,:'|)ofeeff 5 Bi'ft;• ,! 

Mr* Gifeti' & Wr*. 


i fa m*: 




whict> yesfed 'iT'pdWii'Ih tft f 

■ 4 a 'Mfehffifr rtf 1 *• f MrW#TBS,Ir^Mr* v Vpm^T 






)^1SftV Ijotfer gave notice, 
1 wte of credit for 


«*te>r.. "Migrate bv ud&fi Wttbttertttftr MM9^W wmmmter-widte, which 


poiter. , 'Thte' rtiie i 
them " 


a f^-to Chancellor 

the following 

“ '■' • - • '■ ■ ^i- 1 **'rjjintiai^ljjitir^^pt'^siB^TbowiiiAI^Siis house, from his 

wpW'i^ fih':®r-lta .Majesty, relying 
^ on t^Axterihncisd toal aito affection of 
^’4&:^^liyf®S*^jhoi^ , ,t«id considering 

,• warn tfim******* 

M be' w may -arlae)..' fa desirous that this house 

irovows iii Hl lc l WpflNi *? ***« Vi SHvh mea - 

of; ! Accessary to disappoint 

ASfmm'iwUm^m tm*** * de «*» *“• 

i & m <«,* m^mm^sssss^- assess 


I ^LmTIB* jlilij 


. however* that by i 

povttK 4f$i0} 
dual, hej JtfvnE b 


counties 


'■mss 


move tji^t fop 'tewns pi, vm C*s«s« 
teredi so as : m 

*._ t ■ *l. a llV. ^ a# ■ ji_ n 'Jjf * iiiui.ar. ILi, 


to be' 3 - 4 UW « v m ■ toe motion o f Mr. 

heretofore. '' '■"$■; ^ to referred to a 

The Ciawe^P'of^f^i^H^ ^WPM’iV'JPPPV^.I 1 . Pitt presented 
in fins aiwpal charge on the 

. .s i* _‘lief 11 ivdi Inrrl nn thp tnhlp ***** 


3'*4tfas ofv^: ! Ao«a#^,.,tp1^' ; '^4iiia wlicSi-Ans- latd m the table.— 

he.specirf^ 'zM, ■^ r J^PM^^ ae r Ml, and the 

' Mr Sheridm expr^d Wi^iprob|^b ■ London timgt Warehousing bill, were read 

of toeVnmdi^iM U P 

to vegtingextrAordinary %aURfam fefls t^.Insh Additional horce 

dwidiil, 

ids®, ^I'^lil^'bUI.—'The Cbnn. 

;!|ii^^i^a»'‘'ptl(!^d,---'Mf.’ Alexan- 


dividttpd Awhile. 
«xerc'W bjrv 
tl^fe ori|piiriaf i *wofdmg 

«es ,W> 




ties \^|,ch 

tee' flowed' s,uc^|5ry' ; J^ 
it wo^hl 4 eJ irolS#li^ 
the men wjpm^ p^Ing 
ually which’thoiawwdf 
caseite'f Ibeir 


Thrf'consequence 'i(jf 
a^^ouid pay.^if-.'to* 
prabt raise men were ®«yw 




K ."ii]pf;: ; tfee refK)it.of the commit- 
m 4 Meat# fo^granting a sum 
wttery, which 
iteift.offlered thereon.— 
ordered to 


?|P;:t jpittiSetl^^ w#S| thttmgh the bill for 


e^ocutibn^-of the laws in the 
k^e1te’#eiaafii;'#id ordered 
'mS'VdpHi t&W r^iVed wMou%, 
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[Corn TnADRBn. 1 -]—Tlie Com Trade 
bill was read a 3d time, aid several amend¬ 
ments brought up and agreed to. Oji the 
question that the bill do pass, 

. Col. Stanley said, he visaed that the ge¬ 
neral average had been taken bythe dis r 
tricts of the whole country, and ^ft by 
the maritime districts only. ■ Ws, wabed 
also that the price had’been .fefofor, kW;' 

would particularly ,a«ect the invests T 0f 

Ibe people in Lancashire, whov ifo not 
grow so much corn ' in' so toy . years as 
amounts to the demand the<^ 0 ^ .re¬ 
siding in the county. - ' , > V 

Mr. Western was certain the hon. gent 
had no occasion to be alarmed in.tbeman- 
ner which he seemed ti*? b&d ixiade 

a most accurate observation rsspectjog 
average prices \fi the county i>f Lattoaster, 
and those of the maritime counties, and 
he had foundth** difference %spaH| that 
he thought it could huirdjy be felt. B;e 
mentioned the averagf prices at 
different periods, in order tq ^iew that 
Lancashire was no more likely to suffer 
from the present average prices tli#o apy 
other county. s t , , " 1 

Mr. Jeferey thought that % fended’in¬ 
terest had in this bilifked >fche/' prffies so 
high, that tlie parliament would l?e obl?gpd 
to lower them in the next sesstpn^ j ' 

Mr. Mlowet said, the object 
was to keep the prices as equal as yossi 
and, at the same time, to give * due en¬ 
couragement to agriculture. Thfe was 
what the landed interest \y^rg,pa^feW% 
interested in, and which he thought it 
their peculiar duty tp attend to*', < 

' Mr ,Foster said, he should be,scy the 
house should part with any idea that l^li- 
cash ire was likely to be the ope¬ 
ration of this bill. 11$ #*at 

1 could never be the case, ak that- county 
had Ireland and Quebec open tp U wtott 
corn cams, to ascertain price; and %, Bal¬ 
tic was also open to it after^a fixed piric^ 
which; though not so immediate, y^/uch 
* as to, take away that degree ofalartnwhich 
the hon. member had mentioned* t 

Mr. Leigh opposed the measure* on.the 
ground that it would tend to the 

price of corn precisely at thos^ i 
which i^any of the eou^ercW p&TO of tnftj] 
country would, from, stagnation $ trade,* 
be least able to bear such, aa 
tion. He. had pa^cuj^rly iq bis cojifatn^ 
pUition that part of fbp kmgd^pL wifcb 
which he was himself connected, 
laercial county of Lancaster, aod, ho con¬ 


tended, that it was unjust and oppressive 
to subject that part, of the country to the 
same general aud unyfteldityL regulations, 
which, in other districts, might be very 
proper ; but whicb^ ini Lancashire, from 
the insufficient quantity of grain grown' 
[there, the uncertainty awd expence of im- 
portatipti Iriim abroad, and the want of 
y water ‘communication with corn coun¬ 
ties, must operate as a most grievous 
.hardship.*—The bill vv^g then read a 3d 
tlftte ahd passed .—Adjourncd. t 


; HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Mctoday, July 9* - 

the appeal, Hogg, 


. [||lNPfk.' l |r 1 -In i tt* appeal, liogg, * 
Lashley, Ihe/Xjjrct Chancellor spoke for a 
considerable time; after which the judg. 
rpent was postponed till to-morrow.—Mr. 
Valence, irom-the Victualling-office, pre¬ 
sented aniAcpount of al> contracts for serv¬ 
ing Uie Royal Navy with Wine, from the 5U» 
of Jap. 1800, to tlie 5th of J upe 1804.--Mr. 
Montague, from the Chamberlain of tho 
City of London’s office, presented certaip 
Accounts annually laid before parliament, 
agreeably: to an act of parliament.—The 
bill for grandng an annuity to the family 
of the late Lord Viscount Kilwarden, the 
bit! fop amending an act for the better re. 
’ ■' of Chimney-sweepers and their 

._ Er . _ _ m, the bill for vesting certain 

messuages in Trusses, for the use of his 
Majesty’s Ordnance, and the Corn Bounty 
Regulation Hilt wut« f Brought from the 
Commons, and read the 1st time.- ' J 
^jopmed# y , , . ;,Sf 1 

HOUSE 01 ? COMMONS. 

My 9 . 


-A d- 


‘ [MtN utes. 1 — -The Chimney Sweepers 
rod 


the Wedeobeck Ordnance bills were 
read a.^time and'passed .—A: message 
.foppi 'ikeCitoifa' informed the house, that 
their ’lordships lmd,jftgreed to the Cdfnter- 
foaOollara;folM-Xird Marsham reported 
appqinM to try the 

» s -0 itl^v|f|vmlyb'uti»u,s..complainmg 
ubdpe election for the county of 
■jf&K,; ‘tfiat f il' : was thp opiniem of the 
SwifW# Burdett, Bart, 
was not? dgly _ elected; that W. Main- 
waring, £#([, was duly elected, and ought 
|p>bs»e bee% ruyirped as the sitting mem- 
tfo r at'jhe »iwA 'efoctijom But^baviag 
been proved before the committee, that 
ty. Mipnwanng, Esq. did comfoit, certain 
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acts of bribery at that election, the com- has accepted theChiltern Hundreds.—.The 
xnittee resolved, that he was thereby inca- Lottery bill was brought in by Mr. Hub- 
* pacitated from sitting in the present par- kisson^ read a 1 st, and ordered to be read 
liament; and that the said election was a 2 d time to-morrow.—The Irish Addi- 
void, so far as it refuel to Sir F. Burdett* tional Force bill was read a 3d time and 
The committee also resolved, that none of passed; as was the Irish Malt I)utv bill.— 
the petitions, nor the opposition made to The Civil List bill, the Irish Odicers* Fee 
them, were frivolous or vexatious.—Lord Regulation bill, and the London Docks bill, 
Marsham then moved, “ that a new writ were read a 2d time, and ordered to be com¬ 
be issued for the election of a knight of mitted.—»-The house having resolved into a 
t^e shire for the county of Middlesex, iu committee, Mr, Foster moved, “ that 
the rocfm of Sir F. Burdett, whose election the chairman should be instructed to apply 
was declared void”—L$*d JSjfarshiMp then to the house for leave to bring in a bill to 
reported certain other resolutions from permit Spirits distilled' in Ireland to be 
the committee, which .were as follow!: warehoused for exportation, and also to 
“ that on the 13th, 14th, and I5tb^$aysr regulate the exportation of such spirits as 
of the poll, when there was a majority of shajl not be warehoused.”—The motion 
legal votes iu favour of W, Mam waring, was agreed to* the house resumed, and the 
Esq. Robert Albion Cox, Esq. and Sir W. report was ordered to be brought up to- 
Rawlins, Knt. the sheriffs who presided at morrow—.The Hackney Coach bill was 
the election, did wilfully, knowingly, and reported, aid ordered to be read a 3 d 
corruptly, poll 3$) persons, claiming a time to-morrow.—Mr. Johnson, from the 
right to vote, tinder a fictitious pretence ( office of the Chiefs Secretary of Ireland 
that they were freeholders, in consequence presented v at the bar an Account of the 
of being joint proprietors of a certain amount of payments into the Irish Trea- 
inill, called the « Good-Intent mill,” si- sury, of balances in the hands of the Re- 
tuate in the parish of Isleworth ; and that ceiver General, and also of the Post Office, 
on the 15th day of the poll, after a ma- Ordered to lie on the table aud to be 
jority was thus established for Sir F. Bur- printed.—The West India Free Ports bill, 
clett, the said sheriffs rejected the votes of and the Irish County Law Execution bill, 
several other persons, on the same grouuds were reported, and ordered to be read a 
for which they had admitted those of 3d time tomorrow, 
others; that they refused to bear counsel [Additional Sr amt Duties Bill.] 

upon those votes. That the said sheriffs, ~rOn a motion being made by the Chan- 
in thus deciding ,on the validity of such cejior of the Exchequer, “ that the Addi- 
votes, had acted contrary to the conduct tional Stamp Duties bill be committed on 
pursued by themselves on other occasions, Wednesday next,” 
and in gross violation of their duty. And it Mr* Sheridan rose to express his earnest 
appeared to the committee, that the obvious wish that some longer time might be al- 
tendency of their conduct was to admit per- lowed for considering a measure of so im- 
. sons not having a right to poll, and to bold portent and complicated a nature as the 
out an encouragement to the commission of present Jt was of this importance, that 
perjury.” On the motion of Lord Marsham, no less a sum than 300,0001. was proposed 
the report was then ordered |o be taken to be raised on stamps, in addition to the 
into consideration on td-morroi&Wnnight, duties they already paid. He thought this 
$lso to be printed; and it was ordered measure was^iothing more than a modifi- 
that sb much of the/Routes ol the evi- cation, or a consolidation of the old duties; 
dence taken before this committee, as re- instead of which, it went to make an enor- 
lated to the said report, brfeid before the mous addition to them. As the schedule 
house for the me of the membert.—now stood, it was impossible to understand 
Attorney General obtained*leave to Jmhg the subject, or know the difference between 
}n a bill to obviate certain inconvenSencieSii the new and the old duties. In one co¬ 
experienced jmkbe Accoraptant General's lumn there should have been an account of 
office in courts of Chancer^, fa the the old duty, and in another, and a cor- 
ext epriob of the Property Tax act.**~A responding, there should be an account of 
nev^'^Tit was ordered i» be issudd for the new duties; he hoped something of 
a member to serve in parliament for # thl this kind would be done, and that longer 

t horough of Knaresborough, in Ydfkshire, time might bd allowed, to enable gent, to 
in the room of W: Cavendish, Esq. who understand the measure ; whici at present 
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appeared to be unjust, oppressive, and not 
likely to be productive. A great number 
of persons, whose interest was likely to be 
affected by the bill, were much ahnmed on 
account of it and for that reason, he 
hoped the light lion gent, would have no 
objeoUuii to postpone it to Friday or Mon¬ 
day next. fhe lion. gent, afterwards 
moved that it should be postponed to 
Finlay next. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that the Lion. gent, must certainly have 
been mistaken, if he had supposed that this 
measure would be nothing more than a 
simple consolidation of the duties on 
stamps, without any addition being made 
to the old duties. It must be in the re col* 
lection of the house, that the right hon. 
gent, who lately filled the office which he 
now held, did a considerable time ago, give 
notice that a proposition would be made to 
raise the sum of 800,0001. by making an 
addition to the Stamp duties ; therefore, 
neither the house nor the public, could 
have been taken by surprise on the subject: 
and when he himself brought forward the 
measure, a week ago, he said the schedule 
should be printed. Which was done on 
Saturday laM ; and, without stating what 
tin' items were at that time, he barely ob¬ 
served, that an addition of 1-third, and, 
in some respects, of 1 -4th, was intended 
to be laid on the e xisting duties. There 
would be time enough to consider this bill 
before it should pass; and as ho saw no 
reason vvhv the house might not enter into j 
tlx' discussion of it on the day proposed, 
lie could not agree to put it off. 

Mr. Marlin wished the* bill to be post¬ 
poned. 

.Mr. Foulfanquc observed, it was very 
true, the hon e might have heard of its 
being intended to increase the stamp du¬ 
ties ; however, the question at present did 
not apply to the principle, but to the de¬ 
tail of the* measure, and it whs in order to 
understand the detail, that time was re¬ 
quired. Hut, for Ins own part, ho oljwted 
to the principle of it, because it went di¬ 
rectly to a fleet the administration of jus¬ 
tice in a most extraordinary manner ; and 
ho would ask the house if it would be fit to 
put it iu the power of any individual to go 
forth and sjtv, he could not find justice fcm 
account of the enormous fsxpeuce attend- 
jug all legal proceedings ? lie was #orry to 
find that a measure of this kind should be 
so niHch treated as* * matter of ^course; 
Voi., U, - " 


This was not a time to oppress'the house 
with measures of this kind ; every thing 
should be done that might secure their 
confidence iu the govt. He really be¬ 
lieved the right hon, gent, now felt doubts 
on the subject pf this measure ; that he 
had resorted to it, not as a measure of 
choice, but of necessity; and that he did 
not do so without a considerable degree of 
anxiety. He ought to have consulted 
every man iu the house, and in the coun¬ 
try, capable of giving him information, be¬ 
fore he thus invaded the administration of 
justice. If this bill should pass into a law, 
as it now stood, tin? officers of the courts 
of justice would no longer b« able to go 
through their ordinary business; they 
could not raise their prices, for these were 
fixed by law. The fees of the courts were 
fixed and stationary, and they must conti¬ 
nue so, unless changed by act of parlia¬ 
ment. lie would ask tfie right hon. gent, 
whether these persons ought not now to be 
heard against this bill, and whethm suffix 
cient time and opportunity ought not to be 
allowed them for that purpose ? 

The Attorney General said, he was cer- 
tain that all persons interested in this mea¬ 
sure would have full information of it, and 
have sufficient opportunity to state their 
grievances. The schedule of the new du¬ 
ties was delivered on Friday last, and the 
parties interested must have had time be¬ 
tween then and Wednesday next, to con¬ 
sider it. 

Dr. Laurence said, he was confident that 
those who introduced this * measure did 
not, at the time, understand the details of 
of it, and. therefore, he hoped that suf¬ 
ficient time might be allowed fur consider* 
mg them. Uc insisted that the bill would 
produce great mischiefs m the corn ts in 
which he practised ; he instanced one 
case (the Marquis of Winchester's) wheiq 
, the stamps'of the pleadings amounted to 
7Si.; but by the present bill, would have 
amounted to between 11 and 12,001.' Al w 
though this part ,,of the bill had been cor¬ 
rected within the last few hours, yet, wheft 
siMi monstrous inconveniences might pro* 
coed from a single clause in it, he thought 
r dt was a*very sufficient reason to fIke full 
timeto discuss it before it should pass into 
a law, Ife should wish to give profession*] 
men time to consider it 
J.oitl A, Hamilton was of opinion, that 
fi treasure of the kind' now before th<$ 
houser £nght not to bo hurrfe<i through 
* 3 P 
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without attending to its details, and as a 
short delay could be productive of no bad 
consequences, he professed himself ready 
to support the motion. 

Mr. Sheridan said, the schedule was 
only printed on Saturday, and the persons 
who were the objects of the bill had not 
got it until that morning. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
had that morning received a copy of re¬ 
solutions entered into last Saturday by 
se\eral persons calling themselves a Law 
Society ; and although, according to the 
hon, gent.'s statement, they had not re¬ 
ceived the schedule until that morning, 
they passed those resolutions, probably 
without knowing any thing of the subject. 
It appeared, therefore, that they were pre¬ 
pared to oppose the measure before they 
Saw it; it could not, therefore, be con¬ 
tended that they wanted information on the 
subject. For his* own part, he did not 
now wish to argue the question; nor was 
this the properstage for arguing the general 
principle. As to the fact stated by a 
learned gent, on the other side of the 
house, of a certain rate of duty being in¬ 
creased from 731. to 12001. that was merely 
a defect in a particular item, which had 
been rectified, and which might be amend¬ 
ed in the committee. Ti>e lawyers had no 
occasion to be so alarmed as they appear¬ 
ed to be; they surely were not that de¬ 
fenceless class of beings who were likely 
to sustain an injury, in the manner that 
was stated; and he himself Kd U > high a 
respect for a profession to wnich he onv 
belonged, to propose any measure tl 
would subject them to iuconveniena , 

Dr. Laurence could not help thinks 
that the bill was not understood b ihu&c 
who had brought it forward, and that if 
they themselves did not understand the va¬ 
rious details of the measure, it could not 
bp supposed that the house could imme¬ 
diately understand the subject without pro¬ 
per deliberation. 

Mr, Windham thought it was natural 
that delay was wished for, .when a bill of 
this kind came, upon men by surprise, apd 
when the author himself was not well ac¬ 
quainted* ^ith it. It was a bill which 
araoun^iHo something very gredt in its 
consciences; and, in,discussing it, it was 
nerijjfeary to have the aid of persons out of 
tip.house; and the very ar<mmstajice 0 of 
people being unacquainted with it, was the 
be&jf Reason why it ought to be deiayefi.*— 


The house then divided, when there ap~ 
peared for the original motion 78, against 
it 33. The commitment of the bill was 
accordingly ordered tor Wednesday. 

[Votes of Credit.] —The house hav¬ 
ing resolved itseli into a committee of sup¬ 
ply, and his Majesty's message, with seve¬ 
ral estimates and accounts, being refared 
to the same; and the message being.then 
read, 

The Chanccilot of the Exchequer sai l, 
that in consequence of the recommenda¬ 
tion contained in his Majesty’s mo t ga- 
cious message, he should vote that tue 
sum of 2 , 500 , 0001 . be granted by a\<»Ui qf 
credit, ai 1 the object would be to enable 
hi: Majesty io provide for any unfoieseen 
exp pi rvs which the exigencies of .dl.tirs 
nngl. 1 .quire. But, besides the exponent 
that mght herealter bo incurred, that* 
wtre others for which no provision had 
been made in the supplies ot the year, and 
which should be paid out of tins sum. 
Among these was the sum of between 5 and 
600,0001. for paying the ai rears on the 
civil list. The next was the sum of 
320,GOOl. to make good the deficiencies in 
the estimates oi the navy. The additional 
expence Mending volunteer corps, iuion- 
|.sequent e of the days of exercise having 
! beer* inertased, mid so great a number 
I (170.000 inoii'i having been called out on 
I permanent only, amounted to lOkguool. 
The '‘liolt axpence was 1,200,0001. As 
I other corps v ere still likely to come out 
on permanent du»v, it would be necessary 
M, a sin of between 20 and 

qOOOl. for ns cling that expence. Alt* r 
the expewvs ; Irrady inemred should l>r 
denayed, than would remain a sum cd 
about l ,500.000). applicable to any einci- 
g nicies that might arjse. He then mo\i d 
that the sum oi 2,500,000). be granted to 
his Majesty; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Foster moved a similar vote of cre¬ 
dit, for 800,000). for Ireland, which \un 
also agreed to. 

[British Museum.] —The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer said, he should next call the 
attention of the committee to a subject 
which had produced some conversation on 
a former day. He alluded to the British 
Museum, Since then, a plan and esti¬ 
mate had been laid before the house, from 
which he was confident every gent, would 
be satisfied that every necessary enquiry 
had been made on the subject. lie then 
moved* « that the sum of 800QL be grant- 
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ed to the trustees of the British Museum, 
to enable them to curry into execution the 
trust committed to them. 

Mr. Johnstone said, he had understood 
from a right lion. gent, opposite, that a 
regulation had been adopted, of admitting 
75 persons instead of .35, every day to the ! 
Museum. He was cerUunh happy to hear 
of tins improvement; but thought the right 
lion. gent, might have been candid enough 
It- have told them when this regulation 
was introduced, us to his «urpnse he hud 
h-aid, that it had only exited since the 
Mil of June last. 

Mr Rose could not (.* r without asto¬ 
nishment the jnsnuiatiou T the non. gent., 

! ie had expressly st.Pcd on the •*"CLi,ion 
uUuhed to, that the rie - regulation had . 
taken phu*e in the course ci the month oi i 
June last. 

The Speaker said, that Nfiug one of the j 
trustees of the Museum, n ^rtue of the I 
situation he had the honour to till in that 
house, he could not let this matter now 
pass by unexplained. So far buck as two 
years - go, the trusters had paid attention 
to this very subject, which, was now uinlei 
discussion, and had agreed that additional 
oncers should be appointed, u 1 greater 
facility afforded the public. The- house 
must, therefore, perceive, that the me isure 
recently adopted was not ^ <udden altera¬ 
tion, but one that bad been hmg deter¬ 
mined upon.—The resolution wu* then 
agreed to. 

[Sikh it i Leona ]— Vne Chance 7 tot of 
the Fxvketjttei said, he -hernia -.ext move a 
sum of money for the •'i.tablishmenl ot 
Sierra I fc -na. Last year 10,0001. had 
been voted ; but the gr.Jit was delayed on 
account of the report made of the state oi 
the settlement by lunaval officer, who had 
been on that station. This officer had 
since been examined before the committee 
of that house, and their report must con¬ 
vince the house of the utility of that esta¬ 
blishment, Brides the 10,000b already 
voted, and 80001. for fortifications, there 
would also be required the sum of 10,0Cf0L 
more; making in all 38,0001 He was 
confident that this colony would make a 
considerable progress in promoting indus¬ 
try among the natives of Africa; and, when 
similar settlements should be formed in 
other parts of the coast, a proof would be 
afforded bow superior free labour was- to 
that of slaves ; and a system might at 
length be established much more* congenial* 
to tlit feelings of every man than the pre- ; 


sent trade. He then moved, v that the 
sum oi 38,0001. be granted for the support 
of the settlement of Sierra Leona.’' 

Mr. Dent opposed the grant of this mo¬ 
ney, us being to be paid for the interests of 
a colony that was not deserving that con¬ 
sideration which many persons gave to it, 
and which, he was sorry to observe his 
right hun. friend (Mr. Pitt) was so ready 
to favour, lie referred to the report of 
('apt. Hallowcll, who had been sent out 
on purpose to inspect the state of the co¬ 
lony, and'who had given it as his decided 
opinion, that it could never of any ser¬ 
vice to this country. lie insisted, tluit as 
a commercial concern, it had entirely 
failed ; and, as a proof of it, he ass* ued 
that the shares of the company were now 
at J)5 per cent, discount. It was therefore 
evident it was a speculation which had 
failed, and which obstinacy alone was the 
occasion ol persisting hi. Iv.tii tne Ma¬ 
roons, who hud been sent there, were de¬ 
sirous of being removed; and he could not 
consent to vote away the money of his 
constituents for the purpose of supporting 
so losing a concern, 

Mr, fCindham said, the original object 
tQ form a settlement there, was with a 
view of eiviliziug the manners of the peo¬ 
ple, and by degrees to get rid of the slave 
trade. The question appeared to him to 
stand thus: if it does not answer as a com¬ 
mercial concern, is it likely to do so in 
any other? He r 'proved of any plan that 
had for its object to teach men the ai ts 
of civil life; but he confessed that he dl¬ 
l' rtained much doubt of the practicability 
of the project under consideration. 

Mr. Fuller said, he heard a good deal 
about justice and humauity, but there was, 
a great deal of distress among the people 
of this country# and therefore he con¬ 
demned every proposition for granting 
money for the support of visionary schemes 
of philanthropy, in his opinion, 1 charity 
ought to begin at home/ • 

Mr. II. Thornton said, no infant colony 
was ever set on foot without having gn at 
difficulties to encounter, and without being 
aided and assisted by govt. The Sietn 
Leona company had certainly encouuteicd 
very severe difficulties. They had struggled 
with a war of ten years continuance, uiufe: 
great disadvantages; during the greate*t 
l*irt*)f which time they had no fort tq^gp- 
tect then* against toe aft&cks bf the 
wffich .was one considerable cause oi v.«* 
ill success of the settlement. Tne ch.L'. 
# 
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evils were, now removed, and the question 
was, whether parliament having trans¬ 
planted colonies there from Nova Scotia 
(the Maroons, &c.), wall continue to sup¬ 
port the expence, or will stop short at the 
present moment ? Ju hjs opinion, parliiu 
inent were in some respect bound to give 
this support. The company had actually 
expended the sum asked for, and had uot 
received the 10,0001. voted last year. The 
company could not support the colonize 
which had been thrown on them by govt, 
nor could they at present withdraw them¬ 
selves from the concern. The sum now 
proposed to* be voted, was to indemnify 
the company till govt, should take the 
colonies termed there into their own hands, 
fit which time, whenever H might arrive, 
the company uoie willing to resign it. 

Dr. Laurence considered this as im ex¬ 
periment ol philanthropy, and as such ap¬ 
proved of n; but {bought, that the expe¬ 
rience of U> years was sufficient to show, 
that this t Aperuneut was not likely to sue- 
reed; he theiefore thought the house 
should pause before it assented to the mo¬ 
tion proposed. 

Lord Hairy Petty thought the case stood 
thus: either that we must abandon tins co¬ 
lony altogether, and with it any idea of 
cultivating a liberal intercourse with the 
people or Afrit a, or else the institution 
must h<i\e the support demanded, 'flits 
latter was certainly the alternative which 
lus sense ol duty urged him to advocate 
The principle of this plan was extended m 
the way mentioned by the right hon, mover 
of the proposition before the (ommittee, 
lie had not the least doubt that it would 
tend to the benefit of the people of Africa, 
and icdomid highly to the honour and gloiv 
ol thio country. 

Mr, Put tenon said, that from the evi¬ 
dence he had heard btfoit: the commitue, 
ho was convinced the tcttl.intnl could 
never answer, and was, therefore, averse 
from voting the public money to suppoit 
it. 

Mix Wither force strongly recommended 
perseverance in this laudable undertaking, 
which, even from the experience.already 
hud, proved that the people of Africa 
were capable of free labour and .cultiva¬ 
tion, This experience,' however, *was uot 
a sufficient criterion of the practicability ol 
the plan, for this reason, that since tjje 
eppmencemeut it had. never had a fair 
thru!, tins country having been almost the 
whole of the time # engaged iu war*. The 


forts proposed to be erected were become 
uccuesary for the defence of *the setlleis 
iigaimt our European enemy, and al&o 
against anv attacks from the natives. 

Mr. Pram is observed, that it now ap¬ 
peared, that instead of seeking to culti¬ 
vate a liberal intercourse with the natives, 
we were about to construct forts to tcrnlv 
them. The apprehension of att.uk tiom 
them was xeiy natural, for he saw no 
right that we had at all to take possession 
of then* land, or make an establishment 
then 1 . lie was surprised the company 
should attempt to persist, after so many 
years experience, that they tould not • 
make the settlenn nt answer as a commer¬ 
cial concern, lie doubted nun 1) whether, 
tr< m Mich people as we weie like lv to 
carry theie, the morals of the natives will 
be cnnsidembly improved. IJe rather 
feared- that our endeavours to settle theie, 
vumld be the means of earning among 
them bloodshed and dc-tolattorn- 

Mr. II. Thornton explained, in tfte 
course of which he said, he thought par¬ 
liament in some degree pledged to giant 
this support annually. 

The C/tnna ffnr of the Tnhqurr said, he 
could not consider the house as pledged to 
any thing further than the cram of the 
pieseni year; it might peih.tps become a 
permanent vote, but that, will depend on 
c ncum-'tances. 

Mr. fifth -1 said, that the way m which 
he pm< litise of the land v as made, wms 
hv getting the king of the country diunk, 
and whe n he was well «oak< d with brawn, 
hr gave an excellent bai^.nn. lie a'-ked 
whether it. was delicate for those who were 
i oncerntrl in this colon}, to vote for a 
solution which Wfnt to put money into 
then* own pockets ? 

Mx ITitherforce stated, that nothing 
could be more unlikely, from the charac¬ 
ter of the officer who purchased these 
Duds and from oilier circumstances, than 
di.it the purchase had hkfii made' while 
the king was drunk.—The question van 
diMi put and c arried without a division, 
though the gallery was cleared for a few 
minutes.—On strangers being re-admitted, 
the committee wne voting various rcsolu-* 
tuilis of sums to be granted for miscellane¬ 
ous gin vices, such as law charges, Bow- 
street police, conviction of felons, the 
stationary for the two houses of purlia* 
umnt, &c. After which the report was or¬ 
dered to be received to-morrow. 

The house then resolved itselt intoaicom- 
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tint tec of ways and means, in which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, “ tlmt 
the sum of i!,500.0001. granted by the cum¬ 
in 1 lice of supply, he raised by loans on 
Exchequer bills.” Ordered.—Mr. Foster 
jwov» d, “ that the sum of S 00,0001. Irish 
currency, granted in the committee of 
Mi])j)]\, be raised in Ireland by Exchequer 
hills." Ordered.—It was also resulted, 
that towards raising the supply, tliere 
should be a stamp duty of as. on every 
promissory bank note, from 20l. to 1001. 
:>i. 3s. on game certilicates; Is. Id. on 
nil boxes, &c\ containing patent or quack 
medicines; and 101. per cent, on ware¬ 
housing home-made spirits in Ireland. 
The lcport was ordered to be received to¬ 
morrow. 


nor.si: or pouns. 

Tuesday, July 10. 

} Miv ut i s.] — The royal assent was 
given, bv commission, to 14 public, and 
private bilL: among the former were the 
Sc ot< h Additional Defence bill, the Irish 
Custom 1 * Regulation, Linen Manufue-* 
turn's, Irish Stamp Duties, and the East 
India Piue Good* bill, 'riie Lords Com¬ 
mission* is were, the Lord Chancellor, the* 
K.ul of Dartmouth, and Lord Walsing- 
hnu.— The 1 r i^! i Addiiional Defence bill 
was hi ought up from the Commons by Sir 
E. Nepean, and read a Ut time.—The 
Lord Chancellor quitted the woolsack, awL 
resumed the dt livery of lu^ opinions rela¬ 
tive to the appeal Hogg v. LadiPy; which 
having done at considerable length, he 
expressed his wishes to learn the general 
sense of their lordships upon the subject, 
purticulailv the opinions of a noble and 
Darned friend (the Earl of Rosslyu), who 
had paid a considerable degree of atten¬ 
tion to the investigation of the case, pre¬ 
viously to his reducing the propositions 
thereon to regular foim, for the final de¬ 
cision of their lordships. 'Hie Earl ot 
Kosslyii delivered Ins opinions shortly 
upon the case, and seemed entirely to con¬ 
cur with lli<_' leading positions advanced by 
his noble and learned friend. The farther 
consideration of the case was then ad¬ 
journed till Thursday next. — The bills 
upon the table were forwarded in tfieir 
respective stages.—The Corn Trade bill 
was ordered to be printed lor the vise of 
their lordships.—Earl Stanhope* presented 

petition from Mr. Francis Chambers, 
merchant of Liverpool, against the bill, 


10 , 1804,—* Minute*. 

alleging that the measure would have am 
injurious tendency, especially in the county 
of Lancaster, that it would tend to in¬ 
crease the poor’s rates, Ax. and praying 
to be heard by his counsel against the bill. 
The petition was ordered to lie on the ta¬ 
ble.—Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday , July 10. 

[Minutes.] —The house was summoned 
by the Black ltod to the bar of the House 
of Lords, where the royal assent was 
given, by commission, to the IrLh Cus¬ 
toms and Excise Duty bill, the Irish Stamp 
Duty bill, the Exchequer Bills bill, and 
the Irish Linen Manufacture hill. — On 
the motion" of Mr. Barnard, it was or¬ 
dered that there be laid before the house 
an account of the grants for forwarding 
the grand canal of Ireland, since its com¬ 
mencement, together with a copy of the 
correspondence between the directors of 
the Grand Canal Company, and the com¬ 
missioners of Inland Navigation, relative 
lo the lowering of the tolls, and the pro- 
giess that had been made towards that 
object.—-The Hackney Coach bill, and the 
.Cotton Manufacturers bill, were road a 
3d time and passed ; as was the bill for 
the preservation of the peace in the coun¬ 
ties at large in Ireland, and the Jamaica 
Free Port bill.—The Civil List bill was 
reported, and ordered to be read a 3d 
tune to-morrow .—\ bill for removing in¬ 
convenient-ics suffered by the Accomptant 
General under the Property Tax act, was 
brought in by the Attorney General, read 
a 1st tune, and ordered to be read a 2d 
time to-monow; as were two bills brought 
m bv Mr. Alexander, one tor encouraging 
the Importation ot Oak Bark for 'run¬ 
ning, and *the other for the Improvement 
of the Trade of the Isle of Man.—Mr. 
Owen, from the East India House, pre¬ 
sented an Account of the separate fund of 
that Company, and the payments thereout 
from the year 17fi3, to the 1st of March, 
Jh04. Ordered to lie on the table.—Mr. 
Poole, fiom the sec. of state’s office, pre¬ 
sented an abstract of the returns made by 
the overseers of the poor.— Mr. Rose 
moved, that the proper officer do insert 
the expected returns as they come in, till 
Hie # ab^iact should be complete; and that 
when complete, it should be printed. Or* 
dure#.—£Ir. Foster presented a bill for 
warehousing home-made spirits in Ireland, 
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which was read a 1st time, and ordered to 
be read a 2d time to-morrow.—Mr. Fran¬ 
cis gave notice, that before any Irish busi¬ 
ness was brought on to-morrow, it was his 
intention to draw the attention of the 
house to the manner in whit h the business 
of Ireland was at present conducted, 
[Loyalty Loan.] —On the motion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the house 
resolved itself into a committee on the 
several acts relative to the Loyalty Loan. 
The right hon. gent, then rose and stated, 
that as the subject to which the resolu¬ 
tions he meant to submit referred, had 
been so amply discussed at a former 
period of the sessions, he should not, on 
the present occasion, trespass longer on 
the attention of the house than was ne- 
recessury, to give a short history of the 
nature of the transaction, and to describe 
the motions with which he intended to 
conclude. Gent, would recollect, that in 
1797, a loan had been contracted for, 
which had received the denomination of 
the Loyalty Loan, and that variations had 
taken place in the terms of that loan ; 1st, 
between the notice which had been sent to 
the Bank upon the proposition of the loan, 
and the resolution of the. committee of 
ways and means respecting it; and idly, 
between that resolution and the bill 
founded upon it. The variations he al¬ 
luded to were only material in the conse¬ 
quences to which they led. In the first, 
notice it was held out to persons disposed 
to contract for the Loyalty Loan, that 
their capital would be restored, on appli¬ 
cation, at the end of two years after a 
definitive treaty of peace. In the resolu¬ 
tion of the committee of ways and means, 
it was stated that 3 months* notice should 
be given before such capital could be ob¬ 
tained; and in the bill this notice was 
extended to (> months. This bill also 
prescribed that the payments should be 
made only at particular periods, namely, 
.'on the 10th of April and 10th of Oct. in 
‘each year. Here there was an evident 
departure from the first notice, and the 
resolution of the committee of ways and 
means, upon the latter of which thh con-, 
tractors 'for any loan usually advanced; 
their money, and generally the first <Je«d 
posit was made before any bill was passed.. 
According to the ‘bill passed upon this 
subject, it was maintained that the*holders 
of the loan under consideration, wcfe not! 
entitled to demand their capital until the 

i 
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10th of April next, although they were of 
opinion that they had a right to receive it 
on the 10th of Oct. and that the <> months 
notice were to be considered as concur¬ 
rent with, aud not superadded to, the two 
years referred to. With this opinion lie* 
fully concurred, and he could not con¬ 
ceive that a fair construction of the loiter 
and spirit of the act could warrant a dif¬ 
ferent conclusion. He was aware that 
some very high authorities entertained a 
different opinion; but even it their defi¬ 
nitions ot the law were acquiesced in, he 
would not admit that it should prejudice 
the fair claim of men a ho entered into arc 
engagement, according to the teiins of 
the resolution up'»n which thi^ law, which 
deviated from it in this respect, prides-ed 
to he founded. It was mention* '!, he un¬ 
derstood, that this tkvjaiiou had taken 
place with the consent ot the contiactors 
to the loan, but thi£ he could not suppose 
probable, indeed he did not deem it pos¬ 
sible that such a consent was ever ob* 
tained, or could be had, considering tho 
manner in which a loan almost immedi¬ 
ately shifts hands; the conruneuce of nil 
persons concerned could scarcely be had* 
and to mak<* such a change with the ap¬ 
probation merely of one description of 
persons, would b^unjust. On the wholo, 
he thought the house was pledged on 
principles of good faith to adhere to the 
original resolution of the committee of 
ways and means. It was superfluous, ho 
felt, in this instance, to enter particularly 
into a discussion of the nature of the al¬ 
teration which had been made by the bill; 
and he disclaimed the reason alleged against 
those claimants, that it would be incon¬ 
venient to the public, in the present crisis, 
to attend to, or discharge their claims. 
From the arrangement he had to submit, 
he apprehended, that no injury would 
arise to the public in the payment of this 
demand. It was impossible to speculate 
that no change would take place in the 
price of stocks between Oct. and April ; 
if no material change should occur, tho 
public could suffer no loss; supposing tho 
stocks to be the same price in April as in 
Oct. it was of no consequence to the 
public, that the Loyalty Loan-holder should 
be paid in Oct.; but it was of much con¬ 
sequence to the holder that he should 
have his money. It appeared that these 
holders were entitled to 1001. value m 
money* for every lOQl. capital stock ad- 
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vanccd. This demand it was not ut pre¬ 
sent possible to comply with; because, 
consistently with the terms of the last 
loan, no more 3 tock could be created for 
the present year. The only expedient, 
therefore, which suggested itself, was an 
exchange of stock. His proposition then 
would be, that the subscribers should have 
it in their option either to wait for their 
money till the 5th of April, or to accept, 
of so much stock cm the 10th of Oct. as 
would be equivalent to 1001. m money for 
every 1001. which they had lent, with the 
addition of one quarter’s interest com¬ 
puting from the above-mentioned period. 
There was no other expedient, except that 
of giving to the subscribers as much ca¬ 
pital stock us would amount to the value 
ot 1001. for every lOQl.; the excess, how- 
on, over the stock that would be anni¬ 
hilated by the payment of tins debt, not 
to be transferable till tha* 5th of April. 
The proportion, then, which lie would 
submit to the committee, would be, that 
all thute concerned in this loan, who 
should apply before a time to be limited, 
should have the equivalent of their money 
in capital stock, with an addition of one 
quarter’*! interest as above mentioned. 
The value ot the stock to he coniputed by 
the average of the latest 10 days Tor trans- 
feiimgii. In order to guard against ar¬ 
tificial means that might be employed for 
lowering the price of stock previous to 
the payment, it would be requisite that an 
option should be left to the commissioners 
of the treasury, whether the stock should 
be given in the 5 per cent, consols, or in 
the 3 per cent, reduced annuities. It 
ought also to be understood, that it was 
in case the 5 per cent, stock was accepted, 
that the addition of one quarter’s interest 
was .to be given. In case the 3 per cent, 
should be chosen, as much stock would 
be given as would be merely equivalent to 
1001. for every 1001. lent. Those who 
did not choose to agree to this arrange¬ 
ment, were at liberty to claim their mo¬ 
ney, and measures would |^e taken early 
in the next session of parliament for the 
payment of that money, with the differ¬ 
ence of the interest from the 10th of Oct. 
till the time of the payment. This he 
considered as a very fair proceeding. The 
right lion. gent, concluded with moving 
resolutions agreeable to his statement. 

Mr. Dent expressed his doubts whether 
fee Loyalty Landholders would avail 
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themselves of this proposal* He bor& 
testimony to the good intentions of tft« 
right hon. proposer, but was far from: 
thinking it fair to leave it at the discretion 
of the lords of the treasury to discharge 
this demand with any description of stock 
they pleased*. It was more than probable 
they would choose 5 per cent, stock, 
which was very unmarketable, compared 
to the other stocks, and of which there 
were already 128 millions in existence. 
What then must be its state, when the 
Loyalty Loan should be added to it ? It 
was at pre&ent at a discount of 9 per cent, 
and it was fair to presume, that with the 
proposed addition that discount would be 
augmented at least 2 or 3 per cent. This 
depreciation would of course fall upoa 
such as might receive this stock, particu¬ 
larly as they were to be precluded from a 
transfer until April. It would be fairer, 
m his opinion, to reverse the arrange¬ 
ment, and to give the Loyalty Loan- 
holders the option of fixing upon the 
stock with which their claims should be 
adjusted. They should be allowed to 
tthou&e either in the 5 per cents, the 3 
per cents, or the reduced annuities. In 
either of the two latter the holders might 
make time bargains, an advantage of 
which they could not avail themselves in 
tht former. The reduced annuities, he 
was disposed to think, would be prefera¬ 
ble, because they formed the smaller 
stock. This preference he was pretfy cer¬ 
tain all persons concerned in the Loyalty 
Loan would concur in, were they advised 
of the measure before the committee; 
and in bis opinion they ought to be con¬ 
sulted before this measure was carried 
into effect. The hon. member said, he 
was surprised to hear the right lion. gent, 
state, that there was no probability of 
any alteration in the price of stocks be¬ 
tween this and April next. On the con¬ 
trary, he thought that, from the state of 
the country, and the small amount of the 
vote of credit, a very considerable sum 
would become necessary at the beginning 
of the next sessions. This would of 
course produce a material effect upon the 
price of stocks. The hon. member re¬ 
peated his opinion, that the greater part, 
if not all, of those claimants would ra¬ 
ther, notwithstanding, the bonus held out, 
wait until the next sessions for the total 
discha rg e of tbeir denials. 

of the Exchequer denied 
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that he Had stated any opinion so rash as 
that imputed to him by the lion. gent, 
that no difference in the price of stocks 
would take place before April. This was 
a circumstance which must depend on 
a vents upon which no man could specu¬ 
late. With respect to the lion, member's 
illusion to an application for a consi¬ 
derable Joan at the commencement of the 
next sessions, the right bon. gent, could 
see no ground from which the right hon. 
member could conclude that a consider¬ 
able loan would be required, or that auy 
proposition for a loan would be made at 
an early period. In the hon. member^ 
comments upon the effects of an addition 
of the Loyalty Loan to the 5 per cents, 
his opinion appeared to be rather singular; 
lor the annihilation of 22 millions of Loy¬ 
alty Loan, and the proportionate increase 
of the 5 per cents, could not fairly be 
presumed as likefy to affect the general 
rate of stocks. The right hon. gent, con¬ 
tended that no injury could arise to the 
parties concerned by vesting the proposed 
option in the lords of the treasury, as they 
were, in whatever stock w r as chosen, l<f 
receive 1001. for every 1001. they had ori¬ 
ginally advanced, while the consequences 
must be obvious of allowing any denomi¬ 
nation of stock to bo previously, ffxed 
upon. The right hop. g£nt« descantbeh 
upon tlic nature of the measure he pro¬ 
posed, as connected with the rapid opera¬ 
tion ot the plan lor the reduction of the 
national debt, and bearing in view the 
ultimate extinction of that debt. Upon 
the statement of the hou« member, that 
he would not advise the holders of Loy¬ 
alty Loan to accede to this proposal, he 
would only say that it would be rather 
strange if those gent, should refuse to 
receive 1001. in Oct. when by waiting un¬ 
til April they could get no more. 

Mr. Johnstone was of opinion, that the 
value of 1001. money in stock was not a 
sufficient compensation, if those tip whom 
it was to be given were to stand the fluc¬ 
tuation of 6 months. He allowed, that 
if the state of the continent were to be¬ 
come more favourable, if Russia were to 
joui with us either for peace or for war, 
the funds would rise; if not, they would 
fall between Oct. and April. * 

The Chancellor of* the Exchequer, in ex¬ 
planation, stated, that the whole of jtbe 5 
per cent, stock uld* be transfer^hte ; it 
would be only the nesj compliinenlary 3 
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per cent, stock, which would not be trans* 
ferable.—The resolution was agreed lo, 
and the report ordered. to be received to* 
morrow. 

[India Budget.]-* Lord Castlcrcn^h 
moved the order of the day for going into 
a committee on this subject* The house 
having gone into a committee accordingly, 
the noble lord, in calling the attention of 
the committee to the accounts before 
them, hoped they would keep in mind the 
circumstances under which the affairs al¬ 
luded to occurred. The account relating 
to the year ending the 5th of Apial, 1803, 
was the actual account of that year; and* 
the account for the year 1804, was the 
estimated account for that year, accoidmg 
to the general custom observed in the 
manner of stating these matters to the 
house every year. The house would have 
to consider, in looking to these accounts, 
that war had commenced last year in Eu¬ 
rope, which had affected the sales of the 
E. India Company; that a war of no less 
considerable effect had existed in India 
earlier in fact, but much earlier in prepa¬ 
ration, The account of the preparation 
m the, event of anticipated hostilities, 
which had been sent out in, INI arch, must 
have a fitted the sales anived about the 
month ol July; the account of actual hos¬ 
tilities, resolved on in May, must have 
reached India in Sept. The variation 
created bv the preparation for war had 
kept thejpublic mind afloat for 10 months, 
and the slowness of intelligence relating 
to actual hostilities, had kept them afloat 
from April to Oct. The preparations for 
the Mahratta war had originated in Oct. 
1802. The principal pmticulars of ex¬ 
pence under tins head occurred at Bombay 
and Madras. It was true, hostilities had 
not been commenced till Aug. 180*2, •but 
the expence of preparation had been con¬ 
siderable. He would not enter into the 
general policy of the grounds of this war, 
nor of the advantages of its conclusion, 
lie would proceed simply to the state¬ 
ments of the**accounts. The statement 
was generally divided into 3 classes: 1st, 
revenues and charges; 2d, commercial in¬ 
vestment; and 3d, debt and assets abroad 
and at home. And 1st, for the year of 
actual account, ending April 1803. The 
first view was the average expenditure of 
3 years, compared with the actual produce 
of the last year; and whether from that 
the probable revenue of the next year 
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'i 



977 ] PARL. DEBATES, July 10, 180 A.—India Budget. {95(79] 


would be adequate to the probable ex¬ 
penditure.— His lordship then rend the 
statement, which .was as follows : 

• GENERAL VIEW. 

BENGAL. 

Revenues.—No. 1, aveiage 1800*1 to 
taotf-8 - - 

Mote than average last drawn 627,205 

No. 3, estimated for 1802-3 7,'612 384 

Actual amount - 8,330 ,087 

More than estimate - 70 7,703 

Charges.— No. 3, estimated for 1802-3 4.333,066 

Actual amount - - 1,773,012 

More than estimate - 210,116 

Deduct excess of charge from excess of-- 

revenue, the net rev. is more than est'* 

mated .... 527,2 57 

And the net revenue for 1802-3 is - 3,601,575 

ESTIMATES, 1803-1. 

Revenues.—No. 1 - 8,061,981 

Charges_No. 2 - * # 5,066,910 

Net revenue - - 2,998,0+1 

Rev. estimated less than actual 1802-3 V 315,106 
Charges ditto more than ditto - 291,428 

Net lev. estimated for 1803-1, less than -I 

preceding year - * 606,531 

MADRAS. 

Revenues.—The ohjectionto drawing an 
aveiage on the gross receipts of 3 
years still prevailing, as it would 
not give a correct view of the annual 
resources of the presidency, or be a 
proper mode of comparison with 
former years, on account of the 
large addition acquired by treaty in 
particular years, the same principle 
is resorted to as foimerly, viz. by 
stating the average of the receipts 
on the more ancient revenues of the 
Comp, wholly excluding the sub¬ 
sidiary or other resources derived 
either from treaty or conquest. On 
this principle, the average on 3 
years, 1800-1 to 1802-3. by the 
:.Utement No. 4, amounts to - 1,174,533 

tv hull is more than the aveiage on- 

the 5 year* 1799-1800, to 1801-2 by 37,9# 

Revenues.—No. 6, estimated for 1802-3 4,670,369 

Actual amount * - 4,724,901 

More than estimate - 54,535 

Charges. —No. 6, estimated for 1802-3 4,555,616 

Actual amount - - 4,925,560 

More than estimate - 379,830 

Deduct excess ol revenue from excess of-— 

iharge, the net charge is more .than 
estimated * 325,295 

And the net charge of the year f 802-3 is 210,602 
ESTIMATES, 1803-4. 

Revenues.—No. 4 4,888,893 

Charges —No. 5 * 5,018,157 


BOMBAY. 

Revenues.—No. 7, excluding, as last 
year, the revenues of the ceded 
counties, likewise the Guicowar 
# Subsidy; the average receipts on 
the 3 years 1800-1, to 1802-3, 
amount to 309,012 

winch exceeds the average on the 3 
yeau 1799-1800, to 1801-2 by - 37,506 

No 9, estimated for 1802-3 410,280 

Actual amount - - 3 )9,546 

Less than estimate - 30 ,734? 

Charges.—No. 9, estimated for 1802-3 907,406 

Actual amount - - 1,3 29,306 

More than estimate - * jtU,900 

Add Deficiency of Revenue to - 

Excess of charge, the net 
charge is more than estimated 372,634 

And the net charge of the year 1782-3 is 8t»9,7ol> 

ESTIMATES, 1803-4. --- 

Revenues, No. 7 - 518,573’ 

Charges, No. 8 - - 3,478,081 


Net charge - 960,306 


Rev. estimated more than actual, 1802-3 159,029 

Charges, ditto - - - 249,575 

Net charge estimated for 1803-4 more-- 

than preceding year - - 90,546 


BFNCQOLEN and other SETTLEMENTS. 

No, 10.—Revenues of Fort Marlbro’, on 
average, 3 years, 1798-9, 
to 1800-1 - - 8,806 

Ckaigcs, ditto ditto - 102,030 

* • ■■ 1 

Net charge - 93,224 

Supplies from Bengal to Fort -- 

Marlbro*estimated for 1802*3 116,000 

No. 18.—-Actual amount , - - 196,848 


More than estiamted • 80,848 


No. 11.—Supplies estimated for 1803-4 212,626 


GENERAL VIEW. 

Result of fhe Year 1802-3 collectively . 
Revenues.—Bengal, by No. $ 8,380,087 

# Madras, 6 4,93 >,506 

Bombay, 9 1,229,306* 

Total Revenues —*-13,464,537 

Charges.—Bengal, 3 4,775,512 

~ Madras, 6 4,935,506 

Bombay, 9 359,306 


Total charges 10/14 0,334 

Net revenue of the 3 presidencies - 2,521,213 

Deduct supplies to Bencoolen,&c. No, 18 196,843 


Remaining net revenue 
Deduct IntelesL, &e. paid on the debts, 
At Bengal, No. 18 972.234 

“ Madras, 19 295,054 

20 190,089 


2,327,365 


J&mbay, 


Net charge - - 129.262 

Rev. estimated more than actual, 1802-3 163,991 

Charges, ditto - - 82.651 

Net charge estimated for 1803-4 less 
than preceding year • ■ 81,340 

VOL. II. " 


1,457,377 

ifeduct I ntercst on Securities 
purchased by Sinking Fund, 
in small part estimated 95,924 

• " " — 

Net Interest^ 1,361,453 

. 3Q 
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' The remainder 065,912 

is the Surplus From the Territorial, & c. 

Revenues, after defraying the charges 
and interest. 

Add, amount Sales of Imports, by No. 15 53 7,94# 


The Total 1,503,852 

is the Sum applicable to Commercial — ~- 

Purposes. 

Amount advanced for the purchase of 
Investments, payment of Commercial 
Charges, and in aid of China, 

At Bengal, No. 18 1,353,036 
* Madras, 19 590,221 

Bombay, 20 156,655 

Marlbro* 22 16,219 


Total advances for Investments 2,117,031 

Cargoes invoiced to Euiope, in 1802*3, *—- 

with Charges, by No. 22 - - 1,742,353 

GENERAL VIEW. 

Result of the Estimates for the Years 1803-4, 
collectively. 

Revenues.*—Bengal, No. 4 8,064,981 
Madras, ■ 4 4,888,895 
Bombay, 7 518,575 

Total revenues 13,172,451 
Charges.—Bengal, No. 2 5,066,940 
Madras, 5 5,018,157 

Bombay, 8 1,478,881 

Total Charges 11,563,978 


Net estimated rev. of the 3*p residencies 1,908,473 
Deduct supplies to Bencoolen, &c.hlo. li. , 212,628 

Remainder 1,695,845 
Deduct further Interest on the 


debts, by No. 16 - 1,574,011 

Deduct Interest on securities 
purchased by Sinking Fund 126,360 

* 

J,4*7,6:31 

Net Interest 

The sum then remaining 
is the surplus rev. after defraying the 
charges and interest. 

Add amount estimated to be received on 
the sales of Imports, No. 15 

248,194 

♦ 

533,94! 

. The total 

Is the sum estimated to be applicable in 
the year 1803-4, to the purposes of 
commerce. 

DEBTS IN INDIA. 
Amount stated last year 19,96 j,739 

Deduct, in the hands of the 
commissioners of sinking 

Fund - - 1,511,358 

731,116 

Net amount of debts last year 
Amounuhis yearby No 16 21,881,571 
Ded. sink, fund, as above 2,012,348 

18,654,381 

• | 

Net amount of this year 

19*869,223 

Increase, . • - 

*. v f 

1,214,812 

Dcb|frtransferred in the yea t by No, 17 

-• M84 


DEBTS BEARING INTEREST. 


Amount last year - 16,994,833 

Deduct, in the hands ot the 
commissioners ot sinking 
fund - - 1,136,352 


Net amount of debts bearing interest 
last year - 

Amountilusyearby No. 16 18,712,933 

Ded. sinking fund as above 1,686,917 

15,858,481 

Net amount of debts bearing interest this 
year - 

17,026,016 

Increase of debts bearing interest 

Amount of interest payable 

by accounts of lasr )ear 1,181,070 
Deduct, on *eiunues in 
hands of eomitnsMOiicrs 
of sinking fund - 86,900 

1,167,535 

\ T et amount of mte r est payahle Ust^car 
Amount this year by No. 16 1,57 1,011 

Ded. sinkin^und as above 126,460 

1,391,170 

Net amount ofinteieal payable this year 

1,447,651 

Increase of interest payable 

ASSETS IN INDIA, 
Consisting of cash, goods, 
stores, See. last year 13,372,741 

Deduct, baUm** and <.<-curi- 
ties in hands oi commis¬ 
sioners ot Milking fun! 1,311,353 

5 >, lot 


Net amount of Assets last year 

Consisting as above, by Ac¬ 
count No. 21, this year 14,650,971 
Ded. sinking turn! a* above 2,012,313 

V2,0C> 1,383 

Net amount of Assets this year 

12,610,5"! 

| Increase of Assets 

| Deducting increase of Assets from in- 
j crease ot Debts, the state of the coin- 
; pany’s affairs in India appears worse 
in this view by - - 

HOME ACCOUNTS. 

No. 2,5. Aggregate amount ot sair; 

■m Less than lasr yrui 1,202,863 

Theamoum ot Sales ot Com- 
| pany’s goods less by 170,459 
| Do. Private goods do. ‘>70,119 

1 Do. Neutral property do. 62,235 

*>57,2)1 

637,601 

8,125,263 

| Difference as above 1,202,863 

The Sales of the Company’s goods were 
estimated at 

The actual amount was • 

6,305,50# 

5,877,569 

Being less than estimated by 
The receipts on the Sales of the Com¬ 
pany's goods, estimated at 

No. 23. Actually amounted to 

927,951 

6,085,500 

5,482,304 

Being less than estimated by 
Charges and profit on private trade esti¬ 
mated at - 

Actually amounted to 

603,196 

150,000 

176,587 

Exceeding the estimate by 

26,587 
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. CENERAL RESUl.T. 

Thr balnncr of cash estimated to be in 
favor of rhe Comp, on 1st March, 

1891, amounted to • - 89,593 

The Balance by the actual Accounts i* 

in favor * - 172,449 

Being better than estimated 83,056 
principally in consequence of the dis¬ 
bursement for India and China, and on 
some other accounts being less than * # 

estimated, which, with the protraction 
of the payment of the debt to the Bank, 
exceeded the greater expenditure 
freight, Bonds, Ac, added to the de¬ 
ficient Receipt on the Sales of Good'. —* 

ESTIMATE, 1803-4. 

No. 23. Receipt tor Sale of Comp. Goods 6,598,196 
GENERAL RESULT, 

The Receipt from the sale of"goods being 
calculated at a largeramounithan last 
year, and ihe expectation stated of a 
i ■‘-issue uf Bonds, paid in the Supply 
for India apd China, being taken on 
a smaller scale, and the liquidation 
ol the Debt to the Bank not being 
reckoned upon, the Balance on 1st 
March, 181)5, is estimated to be in 
favour in the sum of - - 1)7,631 

DEBTS AT HOME. - 

On 1st March, 1803 - - 4,773,886 

On 1st Maich, 1801, No. 23 - 4,788,865 

Increase J 4,979 

ASSETS AT HOME. - 

On 1st March 1803 - - 17,410,393 

On 1st March, 1804 - - 19,168,736 

Increase 1,728,143 

Deducting the’increase of Debts fiom-—— 

the iucrease of Assets, the improve¬ 
ment in die Home Concern m the 
year is - - 1,713,164 

CHINA AND *6T. HELENA. 

Balance at China last year, in 

favour - - 91,434 

BaJ int e at China, by the present 

accounts, No. 24, against 260.900 

Decrease at China 352,324 
Balance at St. Helena,on 
30th Sept. 1001, in 
lavour - - 78,848 

Do. at do. on 30th Sept. 

1802,in favour, No 24. 105,194 

Increase at St. Helena 26,346 
Net decrease at China and St. Helena 825,988 

GENERAL COMPARISON OF DEBTS AND 
ASSETS. 

Increase of debts in India - - £.1,214,842 

Increase of debts at Home - - 14,979 

Total Increase of Debts - 1,229,821 

Increase of assrts in India 557,240 
Increase of assets at Home 1,728,143 

2,285,383 

Deduct, Net Decrease of Ba¬ 
lance at China and St. He- , 

Una . 325,988 

Net Increase of Assets 3,959,396 


The Net Improvement of the year in * 
this view appears to be - - 729,57$ 

From this sum should be deducted the 
amount of cargoes arrived in India 
previous to the 30th April, 1803, and 
included in the quick Stocks there 
which formed part of the cargoes 
afloat outward in the Assets at Home 417,000 

The Remainder is 312,575 
Which may be considered as still liable 
to further adjustments, when the final 
arrangement of the claims of the Com¬ 
pany upon govt, as stated fn the Home 
Assets shall be completed. 

This statement being concluded, the noble 
lord begged leave, before he sat down, to 
make a few general observations. lie 
wished to call ihe attention of the commit¬ 
tee to the estimates which he had brought 
forward for 1802-3. lie had then ex¬ 
pressed his sanguine conviction, not only 
that the public would receive a participa¬ 
tion of 500,000b but that the company, 
in addition to this contribution to the 
public, would be able to establish a sink¬ 
ing fund fpr the extinction of their debt, 
to the amount of 2 millions a year. When 
he had made this declaration, it was but 
fair to keep in mind, that the circum¬ 
stances then existing were very different 
indeed from those in which the country is 
now placed. It was in the contemplation 
of the continuance of peace, that he could 
only look forward to the fulfilment of his 
expectations. But to shew that he had 
not proceeded on light or trivial grounds, 
he adverted to the estimates which he had 
laid down, and contrasted them with the 
real amouut of the revenues and charges. 
The noble lord next proceeded to shew, 
that the arrangement for liquidating the 
debt of the company, was as strictly ad¬ 
hered to, as it was possible to do; and 
that it was not reasonable to expect more 
from them, unless their trade should have 
the good fortune to take another turn: it 
was rather matter of surprise, that under 
such circumstances they could have made 
such laudable exertions. Still if affairs 
were to assume a tranquil aspect, there 
was little doubt but a much more favour¬ 
able result must arise. The noble lord 
also explained the difficulties which ob¬ 
structed the repayment of the company's 
debts, aifd endeavoured to shew that these 
difficulties principally* arose from the ad¬ 
vances made towards the support of govt. 
It were much betted, lie observed, if theso- 
means were provided from Europe; for 
the rate of interest hi India rendered 
them far more enormoas. Indeed, it thA 
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whole of fhe accounts were fairly looked 
io, and also the circumstances under 
which they stood, he ventured to hope 
that a far more favourable prospect would 
be opened both to the company and the 
public. than generally seemed to be ex¬ 
pected.—The noble lord concluded by 
moving the first resolution. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton alluded to the 
repeated promises given by the predecessor 
of the noble lord, respecting the pros¬ 
perity of the affairs of India. The house 
had been many years ago assured that 
India would not only be # freed from all 
embarrassment, but would actually be able 
to administer relief to the financial de¬ 
mands of the empire at large. They were 
assured that not only would aid be af¬ 
forded to the public, hut that the whole 
Indian debt would speedily be extin¬ 
guished. lie wished the committee to 
reflect how these fine premises had been 
realized. •Since these promises had first 
been brought forward, the Indian debt, it 
was known, had increased three or four 
fold. In 1793 , when the charter of the 
company was renewed, a stipulation was 
made, that 500,0001. should annually, 
after a certain period, be paid to the pub¬ 
lic. Of the sum &p stipulated for, not 
one sixpence had been, or was likely to 
be received, lie wished to ask, on what 
foundation the promises held foith were 
supported, and when or where the public 
might, in reason, hope to see them rea¬ 
lized. The debt of -the company, so fat 
from being diminished, accumulates from 
year to year. Last year it was 18 mil¬ 
lions, and by the papers now on the table 
it would appear that if was upwards of 19 
millions, with every prospect of a still 
greater accumulation. The noble lord al¬ 
luded to the state of the account betwixt 
the company and govt. Last year the 
debt due by govt, to the company was 
estimated at something more than 4 mil¬ 
lions. At that time a million had been 
discharged, and still the balance against 
govt, was not diminished according to the 
statements contained in the papers on the 
table. He thought this a very extraordi¬ 
nary circumstance, and called on the no¬ 
ble lord to afford some explanation on 
the subject. Before he sat down, he read 
a part of the speech *of the noble lord in 
1803', Where the most* sanguine vi£ws g of 
the prosperity ot the company's affairs 
wai held forth. He hoped the noble lord 


now saw that these representations rested 
on no solid grounds, and would hence¬ 
forth be less sanguine in his expectations. 

Lord Cast/creagh explained that part of 
the statement which respected the account 
betwixt the company and govt. The no¬ 
ble lord declared that he adhered to all 
hi3 fgrmer declarations, as to the pros¬ 
perity of the affairs of the company, and 
was ready gravely to renew any pledge 
which he Itad former!} given to the 
house^ 

Mr. Johnstone maintained, that the af¬ 
fairs of the company were, year after 
year, growing more embarrassed. Not a’ 
single one ol the promises or prospects 
held forth by the noble lord’s predecessor, 
or the noble lord himself, had been in the 
slightest degiee fullilled. The noble lord's 
predecessor had, alter his magnificent 
statements of the flourishing situation of 
the company’s affairs, retired from office, 
leaving their debt greatly accumulated, 
and giving as his only legacy a serious 
advue to reduce it. The noble lord him¬ 
self followed strictly Ins predecessor’s ex¬ 
ample m the views he gave of the com¬ 
pany’s affairs. Like him he abounded in 
magnificent promises and flattering pros¬ 
pects, but like lmn he had, in eveiy in¬ 
stance*, found himself altogether disap¬ 
pointed. The lion. gent, shewed that the 
debt of the company was rapidly accumu¬ 
lating. He took the average of 5 yeais 
from the year ]799,* shewed that in each 
year there had been a large accumulation 
oJ debt, and stated as the result, that in 
the couise of these 5 veins the company’s 
debt had increased upwards of 11 miL 
lions This statement he desired the no¬ 
ble lord, or any member of the commit¬ 
tee*, to disprove; and he u>ked every gent, 
whether this was not a complete evidence 
that all the representations given of the 
company’s affairs were altogether falla¬ 
cious and unfounded ? He insisted that 
the service of the company could not go 
on without new loans ; and that a new 
loan must be negociated next year in In¬ 
dia. He argued, that the statements of 
the charges on the company were quite 
delusive. The most prominent charges 
were only brought forward, while all the 
heads of extraordinary service, which were 
very nuineious! were carefully kept out of 
view. The hon. member supported his 
arguments by a uumber of minute calcula¬ 
tions, and sat down with declaring, that 


7 
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the affairs of the company were far from 
being so flourishing as they were repre¬ 
sented to be. , * 

Lord Castlereagh observed, that the hon. 
genu did not make a proper allowance for 
the expenditure which the company were 
unavoidably subject to in time of war. He 
had, besides that, omitted to make any de- 
due l ion on account of the assets which the 
company were possessed of. These- were 
inaccuracies which it was necessary for the 
hon. gent, to take into his more serious 
consideration. lie was fully aware that 
the question was of a most complicated 
nature, and every gent, did not sufficiently 
attend to such complex statements as were 
then before the house, to be in full posses¬ 
sion of the various changes winch arose in 
the course of such accounts. If the hon. 
gent, was to revolve these considerations 
in his own muid more at leisure, it was 
more than probable that he would be in¬ 
duced to alter his opinion. We had an 
European, and we had an Asiatic war in 
the course of the year. It should be also 
recollected, that shortly after the Mysore, 
we had to undergo the expends of the 
Mahratta war. Though that war did not 
actually break out until August last, pre¬ 
parations were made a considerable length 
of time before hostilities were actually j 
commenced; the lirst preparatory steps j 
by m Inch expences were incurred, he un¬ 
derstood, were taken in the mouth of 
May, 1802. I pou the whole, it would be 
found that, exclusive ol the charges of a 
complicated war, the actual amount of 
debt contracted within the year, did not 
exceed 300,0001. If the increased amount 
of debt were considerably more than such 
a sum as lie had mentioned, he could not 
think that even then it was a fair criterion 
by which we should be authorised to form 
any judgment respecting the resources of 
the company, or the general state of their 
finances. It was evident, that in lime of 
war, there must be some difficulty in trans¬ 
mitting bullion from Europe to the East. 
And when we looked at the extended com¬ 
merce, and the increased revenue of the 
company, wc must be convinced, that 
borrowing, under such circumstances, was 
the necessary result of the increased opu¬ 
lence and growing power. The universal 
prospect of the state of ouz 4 affairs in India, 
must present a flattering picture to the 
company themselves, and be mpst grate¬ 
ful to the feelings of every Englishman. 

Lord Henry Betty said, he did not mean 


to go into the general detail of thd question, 
but merely to make one observation on a 
paper which he held in hts hand, to which 
the noble lord had alluded with respect to 
a balance of 900 , 0001 . due from govt, to 
the E. India Company, which had been 
allowed by the commissioners. He wished 
the noble lord to put the house in posses*- 
sion of the principle upon which such 
claims had been allowed. Without such a 
standard, it was impossible to say where 
they would rest, as they might be ex¬ 
tended to every species of expedition that 
might be undertaken by the company, 
purely for their own benefit, and the se-> 
cirrity of their possessions, lie hoped, 
therefore, that the noble lord would ex¬ 
plain the progress that had been'made by 
the commissioners. 

Lord Castlereagh in reply, stated, that 
the commissioners had jibt yet decided on 
more of the sums claimed than to the ex¬ 
tent of 900,0001. The accounts relative 
to the expedition to Egypt, had not arrived 
till this year, by which one million was 
added to the claims of the company, upon 
which no decision could yet have been 
formed. It was extremely difficult to de¬ 
termine what part of the expence of joint 
operations, should be charged on the 're¬ 
spective parties, and he should despair of 
bringing the account to a final settlement, 
if he was not to rely on the liberality of 
the public ; and he had every reason to 
trust, that the whole account would be 
prepared for the consideration of parlia*- 
ment before next sessiou. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer , in addi¬ 
tion to what had been stated by bis noble 
friend, thought ijt right just to observe, that 
no idea had ever been entertained of a final 
adjustment of the accounts by the commis¬ 
sioners. They had been appointed only to 
examine into the claims for the purpose of 
facilitating the final adjustment. But the 
result of iheir enquiry, as well as the items 
and total amount of the claims, would be 
submitted to the eventual consideration of 
parliament. 

Mr. Kinnaird was relieved from con¬ 
siderable anxiety by what had fallen from 
the right hon. gent., as, if the decision of 
the commissioners was to be final, he 
should enter his protest against such a 
proceeding. As he Vas up, he desired to 
ktiotf, whether the poblc lord would pledge 
himself, that no increase should take place 
in the Exportation of bullion to the East 
Indies in the present yjear ? 
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Lord Castkrcagh flattered himself that the 
event t of the sales in this country would 
enable the company to export a considerable 
quantity of bullion, and .was of opinion that 
it would be most advantageous to the com¬ 
pany to send out as large u quantity of it as 
possible. 

Dr. Laurence contended, that from the 
failure of the estimates for the last 5 years, 
during which there had been an intervalof 18 
months peace, there must be something ex¬ 
traordinary in the manner of making them 
up. They had failed on both sidcs^oth as 
to the amount of the proceeds and the extent 
of the charges ; and there must be, therefore, 
some inhcient radical fallacy at the bottom, 
which was not to be attributed to any parti¬ 
cular persons, but to the whole sy strip, in 
nor making the proper allowance for the 
management of the affairs of a great empire. 
Tiie learned member then proceeded to com¬ 
ment on some items of the estimates. He 
contended, that if the duties on teas were so 
high as to injure the sale, by diminishing the 
consumption, they ought to be lowered, and 
** for access to the markets on the conti¬ 
nent, he looked upon that as more com¬ 
pletely barred at present than at anr former 
period. A s to the assets to Which the noble 
lord had referred, he could not look upon 
them while warehoused and deprived of a 
•vem ns available to any purpose of advantage 
to the company, and he stated this merely to 
5hew the fallacy of taking the whole amount 
t)i the company 7 s possessions into the esti¬ 
mate of available property. 

Mr, Wallace declared that he was surprised 
to bear the bon. and learned gent, suppose 
that the cxpcnccs of a war were at an end 
immediately after the termination of war. 

Mr. Princep thought that the affairs of 
India deserved the most minute investigation. 
He’was not to be told that the titne of 
danger and war was improper for an enquiry 
into such matters, when the interests of the 
empire weieso materially concerned. When 
the report was brought up he would take an 
opportunity of expressing himself fully and 
calmly upon the subject, and would deduce 
no consequences but from the papers already 
on the table. 1 

Mr. Francti: —Sir; I owe it in gratitude 
to the distinguished few, who have had for¬ 
titude enough to favour us with their attend¬ 
ance, and "possibly with their attention to this 
Lour, let them know that they are safe, 
at least on my part, from any very heavy 
addition to the burthen they have already 
submitted to ivith so much equanimity. A 
Ung speech now could have no effect, but 
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I reduce the audience to nothing. Neither is 
| it necessary. A year ago, when the affairs 
of India were under the .consideration of a 
committee of the whole house very like the 
present, I entered fully into the subject; and 
I took care that what 1 then said should be 
conveyed to the proprietors of India stock 
and to the public, with all the accuracy and 
authenticity, that I could give to my opinion 
by vouching for it in writing. Nothing has 
since occurred to induce me to recede from 
any part of that opinion, or from any of the 
principles, which I have hitherto maintained 
with regard to India. Oh the contrary, every 
new fact that appears, and every fresh light- 
we obtain, serves only to confirm the decla¬ 
ration I then made, that the mischief was in 
a state of progression, and to convince me 
that thecaso is a good deal worse than it was 
a year ago. My intention however is to 
avoid repetitions, to take notice only of some 
particulars mentioned by the noble lord, as 
they occur to me, and proceed as quickly as 
1 can to that conclusion, which is the prin¬ 
cipal object of my addressing the committee. 
The noble lord regrets that the sanguine 
and satisfactory expectations, given by him 
to the public last year, have not been realized, 
and he places the failure to the account of 
the Mahratta war, which, he says, has been 
conducted on a very extensive and expensive 
scale, which must disturb all estimates; 
that this war is the most expensive military 
transaction, in which the company was ever 
engaged; that the increase of charge, 
amounting to about a trillion, was mostly 
of a military nature,and unforeseen; and that, 
although the actual hostilities did not com¬ 
mence till August 1803, the preparation for 
the war began early in November 1802, 
and even then created a heavy expence.— 
Sir; if the noble lord himself had not in¬ 
troduced the Mahratta war, for the purpose 
of accounting lor a failure in his estimates, 

I should have carefully avoided it; because 
J consider it as a subject reserved for a future 
discussion, when the materials are before 
us. The papers are not yet printed, nor 
likely to be, for many \freeks, I have never 
seen one of them. The fact now stated 
deserves special attention. It appears that 
the orders, for our army to take the field, 
were given in the beginning of November 
1802; and surely I have a right to presume 
that the project of the war must have been 
under aeliberation, and the plan of it con¬ 
certed sometime before those orders were 
given ; and that consequently the war itself, 
which commenced in August last, could 
not have been unexpectedly forced upon us* 
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by the spur of an unforeseen occasion, or by 
the sudden pressure of an instant, or un¬ 
avoidable necessity. Yet, when I moved 
for the papers first on the 14th of March, 
and afterwards on the 6th of last April, the 
committee will recollect that ^neither the 
company nor govt. were then in possession 
of the circumstances, which preceded the 
rupture, and that no communication what¬ 
ever on the subject had been received from 
India. I shall dismiss it now with only one 
observation, which has no relation to the 
justice or policy of the war, but is particu¬ 
larly applicable to the present debate. If 
the preparation for the war, in November 
1802, and so long before it commenced, 
has been sufficient to disturb his lord- 
ship’s estimates, and to defeat his expecta¬ 
tions, what are you to expect from the war 
itself, when the accounts of the actual ex¬ 
pence attending it shall be fairly and fully 
brought into view ! Jtseems lie liad calcu¬ 
lated that, in this month, the public would 
receive their participation in the Indian reve¬ 
nues ; but unfortunately his hopes have been ' 
disappointed by the war abroad, and by the 
diminution of sales at home. Sir, the day 
must come, when it shall be examined, and, 
if possible, explained, why the public has 
never received move than one year’s partici¬ 
pation in the revenues of India since the 
renewal of the charter in 175)3* and parti¬ 
cularly why that single payment was made 
in the first year, and never since ; consider¬ 
ing that it was one of the essential conditions, 
on which the charter was renewed. There 
is some mystery in this part of the transac¬ 
tion. the noble lord says that govt, had 
no legal claim on this account, because the 
net proceeds of the company’s sales, (after 
providing for other charges, which stood 
first in point of order,) did not furnish a 
surplus, out of which the participation of 
500,000b a year, to which the public were 
intitled by law, could he defrayed. Very 
likely. But then I say that, besides all our 
other relations to the object, and independant 
of the general duty, by which we are bound 
to watch the govt, of India and the manage¬ 
ment of the company’s affairs, this is an 
additional pecuniary argument and interest, 
that obliges parliament to inquire how it 
happens that, out of a territorial revenue of 
13 millions, added to the profits of a flou¬ 
rishing trade at home, there is no surplus to 
make good to the public so inconsiderable 
a share in that immense receipt, as half a mil¬ 
lion a year. The govt, it is said, have no 
legal demand; because the produ'ce is ab~ 
•orbed before the public right accrues. It 


may be so. But, without a parliamentary 
examination, how is it possible for us to 
know whether die failure, by which that 
right is defeated, be owing ta ail intolerable 
mismanagement, or even to a criminal waste 
of the resources abroad, or, bona fide, to 
just and unavoidable expences? The result 
of such waste, or of such expeuce, may 
always he pleaded, .legally, in bar of the 
public. “We have spent the money. Of 
com sc you have no claim.* * This house is 
trustee for the nation, and ought not to be 
satisfied with such an answer. The noble 
lord admits that, on the whole of the com¬ 
pany’s concerns, m India there has been, in 
the last year, a deterioration to the amount 
ot 657,000b which he attributes to an in¬ 
crease of charge, amounting to something 
less than a million, mostly of a military 
nature and unforeseen; and also, that the 
company’s sales ofoea have fallen short of the 
estimated sales by above two millions of 
pounds weight, owing to the additional 
duties lately laid on that article. This, Sit„ 
is a melancholy fact. It at once reduce*the 
public revenue and the company’s commer¬ 
cial profits ; and, what is worse, it shows 
that, since the consumption is certainly not 
lessened, the trade is tailing again into the 
hands of the smugglers. But tin* noble lord 
looks forward to better times, and reties v mJi 
a confidence, that seems to b* attached r*> 
his station, on the flourishing .t lrcurnttunces 
abroad, which are to arise hereafter fiom the 
acquisitions made in the present war. Our 
Indian prosperity is always in tho future 
tense. I*must do him the justice l»> adm.t 
that, in every respect but one, lie seems to 
me to oc the full and legitimate successor <»!* 
the noble lord, who for mauv vear* pre¬ 
sided at the saint; board. He has succeeded 
to the office, to the promises, to the hop* 
to the estimates, to the sanguine disposition 
of that noble lord. and to hts ptrpetua 1 
disappointments. Now, Sn, it 1^ rather odd 
that, in the course of 21 years, the result in 
any year has never made good the promise 
of the preceding. Much less have die 
general promises made to the nation by the 
act of *1793, by which the chaiter was 
renewed, been realised, qr, in all appear¬ 
ance, ever will. But then there was always 
a good reason for it. Only wait another 
year, and every thing will come right. In 
one artidle only, the noble Lord lias not 
accepted the succession to his predecessor* 
He has not taken upon him the specific en¬ 
gagement so often afid so regularly repeated 
in this*.house from year to year, ex¬ 
actly in the following .terms, 41 To save 
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any genfleman the trouble of putting 
the question to me, whether l adhere to the 
hopes, I gave last year, that the day is much 
nearer, when the resources of India will 
administer aid to tjie revenues of this court' 
tiy than that, on which we are to apprehend 
that India will call for aid from the finances 
of G rcat-Britain, I anticipate the question, 
and answer in the affirmative. The only 
difference is that I am more sanguine in 
those hopes, than I was at the time I first 
asserted them,’' and/so on in every succeed¬ 
ing year in the same strain, till he resigned 
in 1801 . To the specific rpiestion put to 
the noble Lord by my noble friend near me, 
(Lord Archibald Hamilton,) whether he 
took that engagement upon himself, he made 
no reply. But, in a general way, his hopes 
and his estimates are as good as ever. We 
are to be reimbursed and enriched, some 
day or other, by the territorial acquisitions 
made in this war. «I ask him'a plain ques¬ 
tion. Have any acquisitions made by war 
in the last 20 years, paid the expences of 
the war, provided for all the new establish¬ 
ments, and left a surplus applicable to trade 
or tribute through the medium of invest¬ 
ment ? No. So far from it, that whereas 
the pretended plan and promise of the act of 
1793 was to reduce the company’s Indian 
debt to 2 millions sterling, it was 20 millions 
a year ago, though 2 millions are said to 
have been bought up by the commissioners of 
the sinking fund. Since the promise of an 
annual reduction, the real increase of debt 
has exceeded 2 millions a year communibus 
annis ; And now we have a neffr war, on 
a most extensive and expensive scale, the 
charge of which cannot yet be known here, 
but which, I suppose, will appear in the 
accounts of the present year or in those of 
the next. One of the first effects, and in¬ 
deed a singular feature of this war of acqui¬ 
sition, is very odd and unaccountable.— 
There is a prince in the Guzzerat, called the 
Gwicowar, whose territory, I presume, is 
ceded or mortgaged to th& company, to pay 
them for their trouble, or to indemnify them 
for their Cxpences. You would naturally 
suppose that the fund was productive, and in 
some degree answered the purpose. What 
Teal effective profit it may produce hereafter, 
is, at least, very uncertain. But the first 
transaction we have with thi9 Gwicowar is 
to lend him money, to the afhount of 
186 , 000 , as the noble Lord states it; but 
as it is stated by the govt, of Bombay, (who 
lent the money), amorfg their extraordinary 
nary disbursements, (viz. Bombay rfipees 
31 , 25 , 944 ) it reajly amounts to 360 , 0001 . 
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The noble Lord has a reason ready for every 
thing ; but, 1 think, he gave no . vplanation 
of the causes of this leap. Remember the 
debts of the Nabob of Arcot. The com¬ 
mittee will observe that there is a constant 
annual exf*>rt of bullion by the India com¬ 
pany to China of about 6;0,000l. a year. 
Of that trade, so detrimental in a national 
view, I shall say nothing, T v cause 1 pre¬ 
sume there is no remedy. If you will have 
tea, you must pay for it in specie. The 
object, to which I endeavoured to draw the 
attention of the committee last year, is the 
enormous extraction of bullion to India. In 
the last year, it must have amounted to . 
900 , 0001 . at the least. The presidencies of 
Fort William and Fort St. George, in their 
estimate of resources for the year ending on 
the 30th of April 1804 , reckon upon bul¬ 
lion expected to be received from England, 
as part of their ways and means applicable 
to current services,* equal to 640,0001. and 
so they go on. You have a military wasting 
establishment of 20,000 Europeans in India 
to bp kept up by a perpetual supply of re¬ 
cruits from Britain ; and, in aid of that and 
other expences, there is and must be an 
annual remittance of specie, I desire you 
to consider whether K^gl&nd can support 
these perpetual drains-ofamen and treasure ; 
and, if she could, what is the real effective 
benefit in a national view, of holding this 
Indian dominion on such terms ? The noble 
Lord meets all questions of this sort with 
great equanimity. He says it is better eco¬ 
nomy to send out money, than to borrow 
it in India atthehfgh interest of that coun¬ 
try. If that were all, I should think it very 
little worth inquiring which of the two was* 
the shortest road to ruin; or I should leave it 
to the directors to settle that question for the 
company. But, I say, you do both. 'Hie 
specie you send out is absorbed in expences, 
and the govts, abroad go on as usual, draw¬ 
ing heavy bills on the directors, and borrow¬ 
ing on the spot to any amount, for which lend¬ 
ers can be found. Hitherto it has been gene¬ 
rally understood that the country, which re¬ 
ceives its balance from another in specie, is The * 
gainer ; ^nd that which pays it is the loser by 
their mutual intercourse. If bullion had been 
imported fiom India into England,we should 
have heard another story, set off with many 
fine phrases*—I shall now, Sir, take a 
short notice of some particulars in the home 
account, and then proceed tomyconclu* 
sion. In the computation of the company’s 
| stock, the apparent balance is in their favour, 

I and isst&tedat 5 , 675 , 3791 *—but by an order 
| of the house of commons* which I have 
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sufficiently explained to the committee and 
to the public a year ago, the capital sub¬ 
scribed by the proprietors, and actually 
received by the corporation, viz,. 7,780,0001. 
is omitted on the debit side, where it should 
and always did appear. I suppose it, might 
have excited some alarm, or at least some 
curiosity, if the balai.ee on the face of 
the account had been left on the wrong 
side. In the opposite credits, which 
inclunc the whole of what the noble 
lord calls the company’s assets, there arc 
some very important and other very ques¬ 
tionable items. This word assets is handy 
and convenient; but I do not think that, 
with reference to these accounts, it is distinctly 
understood or properly applied. In a testa-1 
mentary sense, in which it is most commonly i 
used, it signifies a sufficiency, either in ■ 
cash, or in property convertible into cash, 
to discharge debts and legacies. Any 
species of property, which does not jpossess 
that quality, does not properly fall within 
the description of assets. Passive credits can¬ 
not fairly be opposed to active debts. With 
plenty of such credits on his books, a wealthy 
merchant may find himself a bankrupt, if 
he lias no other means to satisfy the bills 
\jvhichhe has accepted. In this view, I take 
it, the India Company are not much the 
Tidier for many articles in their quick stocks 
in India, or for their dead stock in Leaden- 
hall-strect. But leaving this enquiry for the 
present, I attadi myself now to one item 
only, to which I have repeatedly endeavoured 
to draw the attention qf parliament with¬ 
out success. It conies before us again in 
a more questionable shape, but with some 
explanations which wc never had be¬ 
fore : 1 mean the sum of 4,0! 8,000k for 
which this account takes credit, for stores 
and supplies to his Majesty's troops. In the 
last year this demand on go\t. stood at 
;W7.VH*J. One million was paid on account, 
by authority of parliament, very improperly 
obtained, as I conceive, and 501 ,o(J()k more 
for interest, without any authority at all; 
and all this upon a mere claim stated, subject 
to adjustment. You would naturally expect 
to find the claim diminished by 1,500,0001. 
On the contrary, it stands now at 4,018,0081. 
and we are informed by a memorandum, 
that the Company’s claims on govt# for 
the expences of the army sent from India to 
Egypt will probably amount to 2,000,00(jl. 
more. This debt is certainly a thriving plant, 
the more ypu prune it the faster it grows., 
Kow look at the particulars. Does the pub¬ 
lic know, has parliament to this hour ever 
heard, that government ovyes the Company 
Vol# II. 


3,1.30,5911. for the capture and * possession 
of Ceylon ; 1,023,995k for the capture and 
possession of Trench and Dutch settlements 
on the peninsula; 563,0(581# for, intended 
expeditions to Mauritius and Manilla; and 
that, on the capital of this unadjusted claim, 
the public is paying interest at 4 per cent* as 
if the debt had been finally liquidated and 
funded. Of the Company’s right to tibe 
aVnount of their demand, 1 say nothing:,it 
maj T , for aught 1 know, be perfectly well 
founded; but I think it cannot be disputed 
that it should not have been kept out of sight 
for so many years. The directors themselves 
should have brought it before parliament. 
The whole has accrued since the act of 1793 . 
On this point however I think 1 have gained 
some ground since lastj-ear. The noble 
Ford has come round my opinion. He 
, thinks that the claim ought to be examined, 
and finally adjusted; and he informs us that 
commissioners on both sides have been ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose. In the Hist place, 
I never heard, till now of the existence of such 
a commission ; and tl^n I assert that a de¬ 
mand of such importance as 5,500,0001. 
ought to have been submitted to parliament 
in the first instance, and investigated by a 
committee of this house, or at least by- 
commissioners acting under parliamentary 
authority. Tfte noble lord, I presume, lias 
examined tlve report made by these com¬ 
missioners, lor he says that it appears that 
900 , 000 k is certainly due to the Company. 
If that be all, their stock account takes 
credit for 3,100,0001. more than they are 
worth. But suppose this had been the state 
of the case last year, when the chancellor 
of the exchequer moved and carried a re¬ 
solution to pay them one million on account 
without enquiry here, or any evidence what¬ 
ever produced to the house. It is plain that 
he would have paid them 100 , 0001 . too 
much. On the whole of these transactions 
I shall content myself with saying, that a 
very different prospect was held out to the 
public when it was proposed to renew the 
Company’s charter. The act of 1793 was 
an act of ostentation, and nothing else. Al¬ 
most all the great objects, which it professed 
to provide for, have failed. Some oi the 
principal calculations, fox; which unbounded 
personal credit was taken, have not merely 
failed, but arc reversed. The law is now in 
effect little more thqm a dead letter. It pro¬ 
mised to secure 5<?p,0001, a yeur tjo the 
p f ubljc :~-oue year only has been paid. It 
promised to reduce the Indian debt from 
/ to 2 millions, sterling,—On t)ae SOtfi 
of April, 1803, this de^ was £ 0 >QQ 0 y0001. 
3 11 f 
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It promised to reduce the Bond debt in Great to the bouse to enquire, through the medium 
Bntain to l,500,0001.—The capital of their of special committees, into tin* piiiu.pul 
debt at home, including 700,000b borrowed transactions which have happened in India 
of the Bank, amounted to 2,544,5()/l. on iince the year 1 7B c 2, and into ihe changes 
the 1st of March, 1804. It promised to ex- pioduced by those eve ifts in the general state 
hibit a surplus u to be reserved and retained of the company’s atfaiis. On that review 
by the Company for their own use, and ap- of the whole subject, I shall call on p;n ha- 
plied in augmentation of the dividends on incut to determine and pronounce, either 
their capital stock and finally it promised that they adhere to the fundament,J piin- 
to provide a fund of 12,000,0001. sterling, ciples of policy, justice, and honour, laid 
to be vested in the stocks, “ as a guarantee down by their own solemn lesolat.ons at 
fund for the better securing to the India that time, and soon after adopted by the 
Company their capital stock, or the value legislature; or thu* the force of events clo¬ 
the reof alter which the supposed surplus, pels them to abandon that system, and to set 
of which that fund was to be formed, was up a new principle for the tuture govt, ot • 
to become the property of the public in full India. It w not prudent, it is not honour- 
right. I need not tell you, that not one able, it is not sife, that, in the management 
shilling has ever been produced to makf of that great dominion, all your piim ipl 
good any portion of these three last'pro- all your laws, and all your institutions should 
visions. H ave I not then a right to con- appear on one side, and all your practice on 
dude that, as far as relates to the Company’s - the oilier 

finances, the whol^ measuie is a nullity, *Mr # ( harlcs Grant said, that he had no 
if not a deception, under the imposing name objection to examine the affiiis ot the k,i-t 
and/authority of an act of parliament. The India company however minut'd;, prodded 
noble lord’s predecessor, who brought in that such an examination should be fair and 
that bill, did not confine liis hopes within' impartial, and unmarked by any pm ty spb*:r. 
the limits even of that flattering prospect. It was a national misfortune, lie admitted, 
In his letter to the directors, dated the 30th that the affairs of India were so little known 
of June, 1801, he states an opinion in which and so little attended to. In the a Hair ol tue 
he says there would be "muc^ spund policy, company’s claim on government for the* 
vi&. “ that it would be wise, after the ex- actual balance of v#hich they took a edit in 
ample of other Indian powers, to have^lwaj s the present computation of their stock, vz, 
a depbt of treasure, in your coffers in India, 1,018,0001. he thought they had been veiy 
to the amount of three or four millions, >11 med. They had borrowed in In lia the 
sterling, to meet any sudden emergency * and money, with which they had Mipp’ictl the 
to save you the necessity of having mime, services of govt, aba veiy*high intwestse' - 
diate recourse to large loans !*' On the wift- ral years ago; and it was otilv in the hst 
dom of such a measure we may debate war, that a small part of their jmu demand 
hereafter; that is, if any of us live to see the had been allowed, lie womVivl to ln\,r 
day, when the supposed deposit of treasure a gent. \Mr. Francis,) foi whov* abdiucs ai.d 
shall exist any where but in the noble lord’s knowledge he had longemeiraincd the lugh- 
imagination, 'inhere is not a glimpse ora est respect, complain of the expot t of bul- 
shadow of it within our‘present Indian ho- lion to India, as if the company or the 
rizon. Mir; I do not mer.n to opjyose the nation were losers, or at all uffv< ted by sudi 
passing of these resolutions: on the contrary, export.* Bullion was an article of rncrchan- 
I wish to see them recorded on the Journals, dize as much as any other ; anti, as to pmtit 
in order that the substance^ of them, with or Joss, it made" no sort of difference, 
the whole state of our Indian acquisitions, whether you bought bullion by die sale of 
and of the Company's alfairs, may be open broifti cloth in Europe, or wlicther you sent 
to a fair and full investigation ; not in a little, the broad doth to India, to purchase bullion 
annual, wrangling committee, of fifteen or winch you wanted there. "vVs to tin- coin¬ 
twenty members,but upon a scale of en^ pany’s omission of their capital on the debit 
quiry commensurate to the object, the mag- side of their stock laid before the house, it 
mfcude of the dominion, the Company's was done by S positive order of the home of 
safety, and the important national* interests : commons, which left them no choice. They 
connected with that territory and that trade, "could have no view or interest to serve by 
I know I am unequal to the task; but i& it this omission. No eonccalmtnt could be 
be not undertaken by Others, my intention intended, nor would it be practicable. He 
*V° attempt it myself, and as early.hs f>os. thought his hon. friend had not done justice 
jible in the next session. I shall propose it to the accuracy of the accounts annually 
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submitted to parliament by the court of 
directors ; the communication contained in 
those pajvis, of the state of the company’s 
affairs, was full anti unreserved, as far as the 
materials in their possession would permit. 
Nothmy, he was confident, was intention¬ 
ally w.thhekl. Undoubtedly all estimates 
of services so extensive, so lemote, «ind so 
complicated, wnc liable to fail in some par- 
tit ul.ns ; but such failuics were always fairly 
accounttd for. In the annual account laid 
befoiethc const of pioprictors, which made 
it as pubhc »s possible, the amount of the 
cap tal invariable appeared as a debt against 
rhe tomp-.ny, e>actlyou tin* principle ir.ain- 
tfin^d by tbe bon. gent. (Mr. Eranrjs). But 
in effect, it made no dirleience in the roni- 
panv’s situation, whether their capital Was 
stated so. nr not; because, after all, the debt 
was onlc due from the company to itself, and 
never coni l be demanded, unless the ompo- 
Tatum were to be dissolved ; and even then, 
it would conic last in order of payment, 
when all other debts were satisfied. The 
hen. gent. concluded with asserting, from 
his own knowledge, that the company’s 
atf'iirs, weie, on the whole, much better 
n »w, thin m 17l)3; and that, by the help 
cf a sinking fund which had been wisely 
established ahioad, he hoped to see them 
cm long relieved from all their incumbrances. 

Mr. Francis* —Sir; I bog leave to assure 
the bon. director, with the deepest sense and 
the smcciest acknowledgment ofhts perso¬ 
nal merit and uncommon qualifications for 
ins office, that iHevert with pleasure to 
fm’m-'i' times* when 1 had the happiness of 
po'Sesdng his friendship, and that having, 
as I tiust, recovered it now, I shall never 
rrhiqmsii my claim to it. In reply to some 
of my lion, inend’s observations, l shall say 
hut a few words. In the first place, friat- 
tedv declaim the idea of hostility to the 
Jmliacompany. To the best of my judg¬ 
ment, J am their true friend and disinterested 
advocate ; but not by encouraging or sub¬ 
mitting to delusions, which, sooner or later, 
i believe must be their ruin, in all the 
transactions of India, i well know that the 
company are purely passive. They have no 
power over their own affairs, because they 
have no command over those, who are no¬ 
minally their servants. Between the go— 
vernors abroad, and the board of control 
at home, I wish to hear what real, effective 
authority is left with the court of directors. 
With regard to the expoit of bullion, my 
lion, friend asserts, that it is just the same 
thing, whether you send out so mfich silver 
or an equal value in British manufacture^)! 
or, in other words, whether you buy thesilver, 


with your broad * cloth, in Europe or in 
India. I state his proposition as I understood 
him, and there ! leave it for the present, 
observing only, that far other promises of 
new markets were held out at the renewal 
of the charter. As to the company’s un¬ 
adjusted claim on government, 1 never said 
that it was ill-founded; lor, in fact, 1 did 
not know, till very lately, how it arose, 
or what it consisted of. But l did and do 
asseit, that it ought to have been examined 
and liquidated, and the balance paid or 
acknowledged long ago. Js it a thing to 
be defended or endured, that a silent debt 
should have been suffered to grow and accu¬ 
mulate against the,public since the year 1794, 
to the enormous amount of five millions and 
a half, besides ‘an outstanding demand of 
two millions more fof the expedition to 
Egypt, and that the subject shoultf never 
have been regularly brought before parlia¬ 
ment ? 'The censure fol|pws the fact, but it 
docs not fall on the India company. My 
lidih. friend says, that the court of directors 
are precluded by a positive order of the 
house of commons, given in 1794, from 
inserting the amount of their capital on the 
debit side of their stock account. I know 
it. The directors have a right to plead the 
order. But how is it possible to justify the 
order itself? My lion, fiieud informs the 
house that, although the capital be omitted 
in the account.laid before parliament, it is 
invariably inserted in the public account laid 
before the court of proprietors. If so, the 
two accounts of the same property must 
exhibit a different balance ; and all that 1 
have contended for sp long, on this point, 
m admitted. But my bon. friend has deli¬ 
vered it us his opinion to parliament, that 
it m ide no real difference whether the capital 
was stated or omitted, because the debt was 
only due from the company to itself; which, 
;n my miud^ is very like saying that it i9 no 
debt at all. Here, I own, 1 differ from my 
bon. friend, though with great distrust of 
myself, and with unaffected deference to 
his superior knowledge ; and first I ask him 
whether it would be right and regular in a 
merchant, computing only for himself, to 
credit the account of his commercial pro¬ 
perty with the pYoduce of his capital laid out 
in ships or merchandize, and not to debit 
the same account with the capital so laid 
out. I Relieve it is even usual to charge 
interest on the capital, in order to shew the 
fir^d profit or Joss accruing from the use of 
it. On this question, I appeal and submit 
to flie judgment of the merchants of Eng- 
lind, who certainty kno*v better than I do, 
how such accounts ouglit to be kept. As 
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to the proposition now stated, that the debt 
J$ only du$ by the company to itscl f, as if 
■ the company were an individual person, J 
cannot accede to it. The corporation, and 
the subscribers or proprietors are different 
persons. One of them borrows ; the other 
lends. In all cases the debt should appear 
and be acknowledged. 1 believe the worthy 
directors would be very tender of telling the 
proprietors, the widow, and the orphan, 
whose fortunes are invested in the stock, 
that the corporate body owed them nothing. 
Undoubtedly they are different parties, ami 
accordingly the legislature has repeatedly 
interposed in the management of their do¬ 
mestic affairs for the necessary purpose of 
protecting pne of them against the other. 

- Mr. Johnstone threw out an idea^that the 
accounts might be mtde up in India to the 
31st of # Oct. in place of the 30th of April, 
whereby the affairs of India might be brought 
* under the consideration of parliament at an 
earlier period. 

Mr. C, Grant agreed that it would #e 
J desirable, but stated an insuperable objec¬ 
tion, as the revenue year in India termi¬ 
nated on the 30th of April. 

Mr. Johnston said, this was not the case 
in all the settlements, though it was in 
Bengal.—The resolutions were then agreed 
to, and the house having resumed, the report 
was ordered to be received to-morrow.— Adj 


HOUSE OF LOK1IS. 

Wednesday, Jply 11 , 

[MrNUTF.s].-^-CounseI were heard re- 
* apecting the writ of error, T. Harwood, esq. 
V% Sir j. H. Astley, hart. M. P. viz. Mr.^j 
Curwood, for the plaintiff', in error; and 
Mr. Wilson for the defendant.—The Lord 
Chancellor delivered his opinion briefly there¬ 
on to their lordships, and concluded, «by 
moving, that the judgment of the court 
below be affirmed, with 1001 . costs.— 1 The 
bills upon the table were forwarded in their 
several stages. Among these the Foreign 
Inlistment bill, and the London Cpal Mar¬ 
ket bill, were read a 3d time and parsed, 
The Irish Additional Defence bill was read 
a 3d time; and the Kilwarden Family Pen¬ 
sion bill, and the Offenders* Transmit bill, 
respectively went through committees of the 
whole ho use .-—The Irish County Peace, the 
Irish Malt Duties, the Cotton Manjjffiettirera, 
and other tills, wcre*brOugbt tip from the 
Commons, and severally read a first time.*— 
The Corn Bbynty bill fchs, on the motion 
of Lord Widsingham, ordered to fre read i 


missioners of Westminster Bridge, presented 
certain accounts directed to be laid annually 
before parliament, which weie Oldcred to 
lie on the table. 

[Vote of Credit.]— Lord Hawkcsbury 
delivered the following message from his 
majesty, viz.— 44 G. 11. His majesty firm-* 
“ ly l’jlying on the unitorm zeal andaffec- 
“ non of the house of lords, and con side r- 
“ ing that it may be of the utmost impor- 
s< tance to provide for such emergencies as 

may arise, recommends it to their lortl- 
“ ships to concur in enabling him to take 
“ all such measures as may be necessary to 
4< disappoint or defeat any enterpme, or 
“ design of h ; s enemies, that the exigent* cs 
•« of affairs may required—The message 
being read, 

Lord Havlrs/mn/ moved a corresponding 
address to his majesty on the occasion, and 
assuring him of the cheerful conruircnce <>t 
the house, fee. ; which was immediately 
voted by their lordships, andordcied to be 
presented to his Majesty by the lords with 
white staves. 

[Corn Trade SitmJiope 

called their lordships’* jRtenjtm to the peti¬ 
tion which he hail yesterday preseot«d : against 
the corn bill ; the prayer of which was, that 
the petitioner, * Mr Chambers, have leave to 
be heard by himself or counsel; had a noble 
sec. of state remained in the house, he should 
now have moved that the prayer of the pe¬ 
tition be complied with; but that not being 
the case, he gave notice that he should move 
to that effect to-morrow, A 

The Lord Chance 'tor observed, that as he 
understood, it was the intention of the gent, 
who petitioned to be heard by himself, it 
could make little d fference, presuming that 
the gent, was fully prepared, whether the no¬ 
ble e^rfs motion was made that day or to-mor¬ 
row. However the bill itself being one not 
only of great importance, but of general 
’regulation, it would be matter of serious 
consideration, whether an individual could 
be regularly heard against a legislative mea¬ 
sure of the kind.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

, Wednesday, June 11. 

[Minutes.]*—M r. Corry moved for an 
account of the public proportional expendi¬ 
ture of Ireland for* the year i801;V and for a 
cbpy of the letter for checking tlie same, as 
far as regarded the army. Granted, and 
afterwards presented by Mr. Smith, and 


w Ordered to be. printed.—A 7 th report was 

•fd time to-morrow,nmd the lords summoned fliffesented from the commissioners of naval 
hereon.—MrSwihburne, from the com* inquiry. Ordered to lie on the table and be 
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printed.*—On the motion of Mr. S. Bourne, 
leave was given to bring in a bill to permit 
the exportation of salt 'from the Bahama 
islands, &c. in Atnerican ships, coming in 
ballast. The Attorney General moved for, 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to amend 
certain no visions in the defence act passed 
this session, as far as related to the purchase 
of lands and hereditaments foditbe public 
service.—On the motion of Lord Marsham, 
the minutes referred to in the evidence 
taken before the MiddlesexMecrion commit¬ 
tee, as tar as related to the report made to 
the house on Monday last, were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed.—Mr. Aid. 
Coornbe obtained leave to bring in a bill to ! 
alter, amend, and vender more effectual the 
additional defence act, as far as it related to 
the city of London, which bill he after¬ 
wards brought in. It was read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a lid time to-morrow, 
—The sheriff's c.f London presented # peti¬ 
tion from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, &rc. 
praying for the aid and authority of parlia¬ 
ment to enlarge the Poultry Compter, and 
to remove for a time the prisoners now de¬ 
tained in tins prison. The petition was re¬ 
ferred to a committee.—The free port bill 
was read a 3d time and passed.—A message 
from the lords informed the house, that their 
lordships bad agieed to the foreign enrolment 
bill, and to the London coal market bill. 

[Irish Chancellorship of the Exche¬ 
quer.]—M r. Foster brought up the bill for 
warehousing home-made spirits in Ireland, 
intended for exportation, and for regulating 
i he exportation of spirits not so warehoused. 
On the motion that the bill be read a first 
time, 

Mr. Francis , in pursuance of the notice 
he had given yesterday, rose and spoke as 
follows : Sir, the formal question before'the 
house entitles me to say a few words on a 
subject connected with the business of the 
day, and which, if it deserves consideration, 
ought to be considered now: previously, I 
mean, to our going into any discussion of 
the affairs of Ireland. The doubt which I 
wish to submit to the house has no personal 
relation whatever to the right hon.gent* (Mr. 
Foster), tp whom the govt, of that.kingdom 
is committed, though it has to the character 
and situation in which he appears. Nothing 
can be farther frpm my thoughts than to 
attach any blame, or to throw out any re¬ 
flections on that gent. If at the time when 
a change was made in this branch of the 
administration, it could by any possibility 
have depended on me to have appointed a 
successor to the office which he represents, 


his name, I think, would have been one of 
the first that would have occurred to me. 
My question is not founded in private curio* 
sity, nor will he receive it, l hope, as any 
mark of disrespect to him ;*tnough I be¬ 
lieve there are many persons in this house 
besides myself who naturally wish to know 
which of the two right hon.gents. (Mr. Foster 
or Mr. Cony,) is the true Amphitryon irt 
this drama. But mine, Sir, is a parliamen¬ 
tary inquiry, material, as I think, to the 
regularity and safety of our proceedings. 
The right, hon. gent (Mr. Foster,) executes 
the office of chancellor of the exchequer of 
Ireland. He lays before us the official do¬ 
cuments necessary for our information, and 
we have had the benefit and pleasure of 
hearing many speeches from him full of 
official information oft the business of that 
department. How the house has been en¬ 
lightened by those speeches, 1 need not say. 
On one particular point, I mean the balances 
supposed to remain in the hands of the col¬ 
lectors, we heard a variety of contradictoiy 
assertions, but the question is by no mean! 
cleared up to the satisfaction of tire house.—* 
My question is, by what title or authority 
does the right hon. gent, perform the func¬ 
tions of chancellor of the exchequer of Ire¬ 
land? If he does not hold the office, oa 
what ground does he claim or expect parlia¬ 
mentary credit to official statements, or 
assertions made by him in that character ? 
The house does not permit a written docu¬ 
ment of any kind, particularly in matters of 
account, to be laid on the table, unless it 
b,e properly an official account, officially 
authenticated. Gent, may remember tliatp 
some time |go, an account of shipping was 
delivered from the board of admiralty, in 
which there appeared to be a considerable 
mistake in the computation, and it was not 
signed. That account was , consequently 
withdrawn, and another presented, in which 
the error was corrected, and that 2d account 
was signed. Why does the house invariably 
observe this caution, and adhere to these 
forms ? First, 1 presume, it is to insure the 
accuracy of the documents laid before them \ 
and 2dly, that if they be erroneous, that 
there may be somebody answerable for the 
error, and liable to the censure of the house. 
The case which is now in our view is new, 
and as far as I caA find, without example; 
consequently the reasoning upon it cannot 
be governed by prepedent. 1 he question, 
\jffiejher the practice now adopted be par¬ 
liamentary or not} can onl^ be determined 
b/a reference to the forms and principles of 
our proceedings in cases similar, or equiva- 
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lent, to tire present. Now, Sir, I contend, 
that official statements made, or measures 
proposed orally in this house, in any de¬ 
partment of govt, ought to be authenticated 
by the propet officer, just as mutt as writ¬ 
ten documents, and exactly lor tue same 
Teason', namely, that in case of error, we 
rtiay have some person officially answerable 
to parliament for having misled us. YV lietlur 
the ri'dit hon gent, who lately held the office 
of chancellor of the Irish exchequer, (Mi. 
Corry.) holds it now or not, I do not 
know; but I do know with certainty, that 
the right lion. gent, on the other side, (Mr. 
Foster,) has not accepted that place; be¬ 
cause, if he had, he must have vacated his 
neat in this house., Now,’ Sir, allow me to 
•ubrmt a possible case to your consideration, 
merely for the purpose of my argument, 
by no means to convey or insinuate any 
idea to his disadvantage. J have no wish 
that the management of Jrish affairs should 
Ik: uken out of his? hands, ox to interrupt 
Juni in the duties that belong to it. buppqf e 
lire yio'Ut hon. gent, or any other in a similar 
situation, that is, performing the functions 
of an office of which another is in possession, 
should be discovered to have, wilfully or 
ignorantly, misinformed the house in some 
article of consequence, and led us thereby 
into some material error, I ask* on 
•whom would the censure of the house at¬ 
tach, and what would be our remedy ? 'Hie 
representative of the office might say, “ I am 
44 only a^jrivate person. The information 1 
*« gave the house ought not to be eonsi- 
« dered as official; aud, if I have misled 
vou, 1 am very Sorry for it.” If you 
turned to the principal, he would nutuially 
tell you that he had not misled ^ou, because, 
though he continued to hold the office, it 
was, m effect, by »a nominal tenure only; 
and that he had not exercised *thc functions 
of it. 1 lerc then there might be a breach oi 
duty co remitted, and’nobody to at is wer fox 
it. Whereas, when thp proper officer does 
the business oi the^iiice, you know whe*e 
your censure ought to attach ; and, if the 
case of misconduct should appear to require 
you might address the king to remote 
the party offending. The practice now 
pursued docs not leave you that remedy, or 
any other.—Sir, I declare most solemnly, 
that 1 attach no dishonourable suspicion to 
the present transaction. 1 consider it only 
as a precedent inadvertently 

estoWWSp®® liable \o be wilfully abused 
There is on^ consideration frtore 
ly defierve attention, and with fch&t 


I shall conclude. For the purpose of secur¬ 
ing the independence of the house of com¬ 
mons, the law provides, that members of 
this house accepting ceitain places ot profit 
under govt, shall vacate their seats, and be 
sent back to their constituents, who may 
rc-clect or reject them. But if it be once 
admitted that one man may hold the office 
while another does the duty, mav it not 
happen, that by collusion between the par¬ 
ties the intention of the law may be defeat¬ 
ed? They may tacitly understand one 
another on the subject; the seat is not 
vacated, and two persons for the same 
office may be retained in the service ot govt, 
without its appearing that the proms aie 
received by more than cue ot them. I now 
submit the whole case to the wisdom of the 
house, who, J hope, will not think that I 
have troubled them on this occasion without 
sufficient leason. 

Mn h'o*«>>' confessed that he should have 
rather felt awkward if he had acted .u? an 
official poison without, at the same tmi r \ 
holding any office; but his conduct, he 
aigiud, was not inconsistent w.th the cha¬ 
racter of a private member of that house ; 
and he < onld not help regaining the comhn t 
of the gent, wtio lud just sddown, us uncon¬ 
stitutional in the highest degree. I f no gent. 
had a right to mtcilbre inpubhcafl.iii shut such 
as were in office, the privileges of the house 
would be abiidged in a manner that would 
operate against the spoil of the constitution. 
The pari he had lately acted did not neces¬ 
sarily imply an official capacity. I le hud 
intcifcred still mou two years ago, when he 
had moved for various papers, and pxoposed 
several public measmes, and when no ob¬ 
jection had been offiied to his conduct. 1 le 
certainly w^s not, he s.icl, in offiv e; but, 
as member of parliament, he conceived 
that lie had not only a right, but that it was 
his duty to act the part he was now puisuing. 
In regard to the responsibility that had been 
alluded to, lie conceived it repugnant to every 
principle of the constitution, and as having 
a tendency to check freedom of debate, to 
imagine that a petition could be presented to 
his Majesty to remove any gent, from office 
for what he. might say in that house. Such 
a petition could only be presented for con¬ 
duct out of tint bouse, as the responsib hty 
of the chancellor of the exchequer could re¬ 
late only to his office out of that house, and 
not to his conduct in it. Had he acted, lie 
said, in any instance, as chancellor of the 
exchequer out of the house, there might, 
perhaps, have been some room for the uni- 
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mad versions of the hon. member; but :m\ 
such conduct, or any such possible con¬ 
struction of conduct, he positively denied. 
He concluded with expressing a hope. Unit 
the hon. gent, would see the piopnely ul 
hen' dropping the matter, as the discussion 
could lead to no benelicial object; aur{ 
begged that the hon, gi nt. would not per¬ 
sist in pushing hiin into an office winch he 
was not eager to enter upon. 

Mr. IVimiham was by no means satisfied 
wUii tho explanation given by the right 
bon. gent. 'There seemed to he a lot.il 
unmake, both as to the nature the ques¬ 
tion, and as to the objections urged by his 
hon. fiimd. It was never supposed that 
the conduct of the right hon. gent, was to be¬ 
come the subject bf a representation to the 
ciown, oi to be made cognizable by anv tri¬ 
bunal other than Unit of the home itself* 
Wiiut wa# the idea then of any breach of 
puwlege, or of any thing unconstitutional 
in the present proceeding? It was surely 
not unconstitutional, or inconsistent with 
pn\ liege, for the house to take cognizance 
of its own proceedings. With respect to 
the nature of the objection, nobody had 
ever maintained, that what had been done 
\\y-» illegal, or contrary even, so far as the 
li t er was concerned, to any order or Te¬ 
l: nation of ihe house. Upon lb* 1 point of 
ii.'lit, tie* lion. gent. Was impregnable; but 
£h‘ r»\ let it he recollected, he had never 
Li en attacked. It was admitted, that he 
i:.. f 1 the law on his side: the question was, 
w briber he had propriety and usage on his 
^idu : and. on that ]>oi:it, theie \va^ some¬ 
th:.,_ f mi;iv than a doubt, there was next 
to a (< itainly that h f * had. nut.-*-Ln whose 
memory had it ever happened, that the 
Ihimik as of auv of the principal depart¬ 
ments of govt, had been carried on by one 
p< * ■'-)ii, while the office had been really 
Ik id hv another ? What a confusion would 
such a coni Mi of proceeding introduce/ 
even* in the forms which he (the Speaker) 
would have to obseivo ! It was lucky that 
tiie same practice did not subsist with re¬ 
spect to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
for Ireland as did m the case of the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer for this country, | 
nameiy, that of addressing him by his ofli- ■ 
tidl title, as the Speaker might have been 
at a loss to know, which of the two hon.* 
gent, he ought so to address. The conlu* 
sion in the conduct of business, and in 
what vyus necessary for the guidance of 
the house, was equally real, aud much 
more important. The house naturally ex¬ 


pected that all official statements should 
be made to it by those who possessed the 
means of official information. This ex¬ 
portation was, he observed, founded upon 
practice, and that practice upon pi inn- 
pie. If a member not holding the offi¬ 
cial sitiiiilidn, was to give to the house 
mtoriijdiion that was inconecU he might 
plead for liis incorrectness the want of 
having been duly informed himself: but 
not so, the person who actually filled 
the office. Ilis misstatements must either 
be wdiul, or the result of ignorance lor 
which lie was responsible. The house had 
therefore something to trust to, aud was 
not left without security or remedy ou 
joints which it could not know of itself, 
and'on which nevei theless it was nece^arv 
that it should iudae and act.—If these were 

*J iT 1 

the objection-on one side, let it be seen how 
that mutter stood m another view. The 
law required that every member who ac¬ 
cepted a situation to be held during plea¬ 
sure, should Tie '■cut buck to his constitu¬ 
ents, to know whether they were willing in 
the new circumstances to confirm their 
former choice. It umld hardly be said, 
that a person in expectation of an office, 
was ie^s dependant on the crown than oiui 
in actual possession, even though icniov- 
Lible at pTouMiie. However easy the ope¬ 
ration of tinning out might be, it could 
not be easier than to reluse originally to 
appoint, laif it would be said, and said 
truly, that though we knew, and could 
take cognizance, of those who held ohices, 
we could not be equally certain of those 
who were only expectants. The list 
might be very large, vet the names not 
easily asooi mined. Bub even this ob¬ 
jection did not apply m the present case, 
'flic question hoie was not of a person 
generally supposed to have views upon 
an tdiiee; but of one actually exer¬ 
cising its functions; of a person dc~ 
s/gmttus, who gave a pretty good proof 
both of what he himself wished, and of 
what others intended for him, when he 
was willing, arid was allowed 1 ; to discharge 
duties which few were found ready to under¬ 
take for nothing, and which others did 
not usually consent to leave to them, it it 
had not,been previously agreed that they 
were to fill certain situations. A person 
so circumstanced, ifot only came ^within 
ifie &ope and meaning of the law; as was 
in Irutli the case with many of whom it 
was not? possible to take notice ; but pre¬ 
sented a distinct and {sensible object, on 



1007] PAUL. DEBATES, July 11 * 1804-.— Irish Chanc . of the Exchequer. [1008 


wh&h tb£ rules of the house might be 
made to operate, even if the law did not. 
Under the law, as it stood, the seat of 
the bon. gent.was perhaps not vacated ; be¬ 
cause the letter of statutes must in these 
cases be pursued; but according to the 
•pint of the law, the seat ought to be va¬ 
cated, and to that spirit the house might 
give effect by only determining to discoun¬ 
tenance a practice, which, with nothing to 
recommend it, had obviously much that 
might be objected to it* In such circum¬ 
stances could the house hesitate l Was it 
for the house to shew an indifference about 
a law which was meant to support its own 
purity; or could be thought consistent 
with the spirit of that law, that a person 
exercising all the functions, and with then? 
all the powers of a high office, confessing 
his own wishes, and manifesting in the 
clearest manner his connection with the 
servants of the crown, should yet continue 
to act and vote, merely because the act of 
his appointment was not yet delivered to 
him, and that he had not touched as yet 
the first quarter of his salary > If this were 
allowed) the law on which many were dis¬ 
posed to lay so much stress, on which it 
became the house at least to feel so much 
delicacy, might soon, with a little ma¬ 
nagement, be made a mere nam£. These 
were the real and solid objections to the i 
cour»e which had been pursued. But, were J 
all these out of the question, the very no- | 
velty of the proceeding must be thought j 
objection sufficient, combined, as it must ■ 
be, with numerous suspicions and conjec¬ 
tures which could not fail to arise out of j 
It. When was so extraordinary a phaeno- 
xnenon ever seen before in the political 
*ky, as that of two suns shining at once in 
the same sphere—two chancellors of the 
exchequer acting at the same time for the 
same kingdom ? In smaller concerns, 
Indeed, the case was common. We 
were accustomed to firms and partner¬ 
ships, and au acting partner and a sleep¬ 
ing partner; but an acting and a sleeping 
chancellor of the exchequer, was some¬ 
thing not yet familiar to us. It was not 
customary, at least in the case of the 
present office, for the great officers of 
state to * appear in pairs. Th^ nature 
of the office’ did not seem to admit of 
it* A chancellorship of the exchequer 
with two heads, was as monstrous fpfo- 
duction as a oow with two heads, sand 
would as much embarrass the naturalists 
Jto explain the meaner in which the func¬ 


tions were to be performed. It happened, 
he supposed, as.in most of these case^, 
that only one of the mquths eat; and he 
should be curious to know which of the 
two it was; whether the same that they had 
oftencst heard of late, or the other ? For 
here a new prodigy occurred, not only each 
of the mouths spoke, but what, was more 
extraordinary, spoke a different language. 
Instead of connexion or sympathy, the two 
heads seemed to be actuated* by the most 
adverse spirit, and to be nothing less than 
butting against each other. In this state, 
how was «the house to distinguish ? To 
which of the two were they to resort for in¬ 
struction ? Which was that whose louiugg 
they were to listen to, as conveying the 
I true oracle ? It was impossible for the 
j house to sit down contented in such a state 
of things. They ought by their disapproba¬ 
tion to force matters back into they regular 
course, and not to suffer the usages of par¬ 
liament to be set at nought, the law of the 
land to be eluded, the course of business 
to be disturbed, and themselves placed m 
a ridicufous and embarrassing situation, 
merely to answer the purpose of indivi¬ 
dual, or perhaps, ministerial convenience, 
and which, however innocent it might be 
in the present, might, in other instances, 
not happen to be of the sort, most entitled 
to consideration. He thought the house 
was not a little iudebted to his hon. 
frjend for having brought this matter be¬ 
fore them. ^ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
much entertainment had been introduced 
upon a dull point, while scarcely anv thing 
was said to the question belore the hu$|e* 
which merely regarded the warehousing 
of home-made spirits in Ireland. He 
could see very little danger in the prece¬ 
dent from which so much mischief was ap¬ 
prehended, for the example could not be 
• very contagious of those who undertook the 
labours of office without the emoluments, 
which was the case of his right hon. friend. 
Neither had his right hon. friend proceeded 
to originate any one measure which it was 
not equally competent for any other mem¬ 
ber of the house to have undertaken. He 
was therefore at a loss to see how any law 
had been violated; and until the time came 
-when he could receive the emoluments of 
office, 'and fully enter on the discharge of 
all its duties, he did not feel that his right 
hon. friend was bound to vacate his seat* 
The whole of the conversation, he con¬ 
ceived to be altogether irregular* 
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Mr. Sheridan was convinced, that if the 
conversation had been altogether irregu¬ 
lar, the speaker vgould not have permitted 
it to go so far ; the speech of his right hot), 
friend (Mr. Windham) had been a humor¬ 
ous one, but really the situation of the 
two Irish chancellors ot the Exchequer w?e 
ridiculouSj and at least the country might 
get rid ot the incumbrance of the one who 
did nothing; the actingpartnei came down 
to the house and denounced his sleeping 
partner, lor balances in the collector’s 
hands, ami at length the sleeping partner 
was obliged to conic and defend hi nisei 1. 
'The thing was something like Caliban in 
the play, that had two mouths, and Trin- 
tuio icmarked, “ if 1 could but bring this 
idaiul monster into England, I should make 
a fortune by shewing him.”' lie wished to 
l.now ot the partnership which was the 
real Simon Pure ? -When men hold osten¬ 
sible situations, such as the noble lord op* 
polite to him (Lord CaStlereagh), who, 
with his predecessor in that olliee, had 
been deceiving us for fifteen years with 
flemishing accounts of the state of India, 
we may believe more or less, as much as 
we can of their statements, because we 
know that they have official means of in¬ 
formation, but when a member speaks 
officially, without even pretending to offi¬ 
cial in format ion ^he case was very different. 

Mr Canning said, that ill point of fact, 
his right hon. friend near him (Mr. Fos- 
lei) had not mujtilt any motion without in¬ 
forming the liouW that he held no olficial 

nation. 11c had owned, m every mea¬ 
sure he had proposed, tiiat he had got no 
official communication. This he had done in 
order that the house might canvass the mat¬ 
ter with gi eater attention. So far, therefore, 
the house hurl the evil in their own power, 
lie asked if it was to be imputed to the 
right, lion. gent, as a crime, that, by a pre¬ 
vious discharge of any office, he had 
proved to his constituents his fitness and 
ability fully to execute its duties, whenever 
tiiey were officially and formally imposed 
upon him. 

Dr. Ijaurence said, that this discussion 
was material, because it had arisen out of 
a measure, against which gent, might be 
induced to vote, if it should appear that 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Foster) had no 
better information upon the business in 
question than other hon. members# It 
appeared to him to be an anomalous and 
a new situation, and it was Exceedingly 
proper that some notice should be taken 
Vox. II. 


of it, so as to draw forth the censure of 
parliament. 

Mr. Francis , in explanation, said; Sir, 

1 did never assert that, summo jure, any 
individual might not do all the acts done 
by the right hon. gent. (Mr. Foster.) 
My objection was founded on the usage of 
parliament, the inconvenience of such a 
proceeding, tlu; danger of the precedent*, 
and the abuses to which it was liable; 
Mild to all this it is thought quite suffi¬ 
cient to answer, that any member has a 
strict right to act in this manner if he 
thinks lit. 

Mr. Kinnaird said, that when the right 
hon. gent, opposite to him (Mr. Fos¬ 
ter) brought forward the Irish budget, he 
(Mr. Kiunuird) had considered all the va¬ 
rious statements therein as proceeding 
Irom official information. Had he con¬ 
ceived it to be otherwise, lie would have 
refused his consent, flis Majesty and the 
country were badly served, and Ireland 
was left in a disgraceful situation. The 
right hon. gent, was in the situation of a 
person who had purchased an estate, the 
titles to which were not compleatcd. 
There was a miserable evasion somewhere. 
This question would have a very useful 
tendency, as it would lead to shew whom 
we were to look to for responsibility, uj 
regard to these matters. The right hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer presumed 
himself responsible for the affairs of tins 
country. As to the monster with two 
heads, he dared to say that the print- 
shops would soon take care to caricature 
it in the manner it deserved. 

Mr. Johnstone said, he wished to know 
if the right hon. gent, or any other was 
respousibje; for if there was none of this 
description, then the crown wanted an 
official person in the house, and the house 
, had none to rely on for necessary inform 
mation that might occur. 

Col# Hutchinson complained also of the 
equivocal character qf the right hon* 
gent, who seemed at present to transact 
the Irish business.—The bill was then rfead 
a 1st time, and ordered to be read a 2d 
time to-morrow. 

[Irish Treasury Bills Bill.]—M r. 
Foster # brought up a bill for raising 
800,0001. by treasury biUs for the service 
of Ireland. On the motion that it be 
tead a 1st time, . 

J*r. Johnstone rose for the purpose of 
observing, that it had been allowed that 
the question that hafl just bees agitated 
3S 
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would have been regular, had die right 
bon. gent, acted as*Chanccllor out of the 
house. But he recollected, that in answer 
to n qu< stion respecting the issue of iExche¬ 
quer bills, the right bon. gent. (Mr. Foster) 
had formerly stated that,arrangements had 
been taken to provide that none of these 
bills should be issued, and that those ar¬ 
rangements would be followed up* He 
-wished, therefore, to have an answer, it 
the light lion. gent, had said, that thost 
engagements would be kept, on the autho¬ 
rity of the late Chancellor (Mr. Curry), or 
his own ? 

Mr. Foster answered, that what he had 
said on the occasion alluded to, was only 
that he had understood that soipe arrange¬ 
ment had been made in Ireland to that 
effect. If the hum gent, wished to have a 
serious answer, he would say, Unit he had 
no authority to make any such statement. 
—The bill was then, read a 1st time. 

[Iuish Customs anp Excise Regu¬ 
lation Bile.]—-M r, Foster presented a 
bill fur better regulating the Customs-aud 
Excise in Ireland, and to prevent fraud 
therein. 

Mr. Sheridan > in consequence of what 
fell in the last conversation from Mr. Fos¬ 
ter, asked him, whether he had, in his 
individual capacity, undertaken to assure 
the Bank of Ireland, that the govt, of this 
country would make good the 8G0,0Q0l, 
tor the vote of credit? 

Mr. Foster. —Sir; I remember when I 
was Speaker in the Irish parliament, there 
was onfcmight a great number pf questions 
asked about finance, when the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer was not in bis place: 
the answer that was given JaH was this; 
if you will have the patience to wait till 
the gent, who is in the habit of'answering 
these questions comes in, you will proba¬ 
bly receive an answer. This is precisely the 
answer I shall give on the present oceasiuu. 

JMr* Sheridan thought tins was making 
bad worse; it was something strange for u 
member of that house to say, when he 
asked a question, 41 Wait till 1 gpt 
into office, mid then I'll answer you/' 

Mr. Johnstone also put some questions 
to Mr. Foster about the same arrange¬ 
ment; when the latter replied there was 
no su( h arrangement,*—The bill ^as then 
read a 1st time. 

[ 5 Eo a » *J — Mr. A lexander ■ 
broud^tiip the report on the loyalty limn, 
whip* being read, • 

0&x. Addington observed, that befng un¬ 


avoidably absent from bis attendance when 
the late discussion took place on this sub., 
jocf, he did not wish now to detain the 
house longer than to do dhat he now felt it 
to be his duty, inAnely, to leasseit Ins lor- 
mer opinions, that the holders of stock in 
that loan were not entitled to pay¬ 
ment he tore April, 180.3; a majority of 
the house had so decided upoft a ioimer 
night; and relying, as he did, upon the 
opinions of the first law authorities in the 
land, he was still of the same opinion.— 
The report was then agieed to. 

[Stamp Duties Bile.] —The Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order 
of the clay for going into a committee on 
the stamp duties bill, 

. Mr. Sheridtnf$i\\d 7 he would not object 
to the Speaker’s leaving the chair, but he 
wished that the committee should hu\o 
power to divide the bill. He had still to 
object, that the old duties were not stated 
in the schedule, together with the new 
items j of # the stums description. Without 
such a Ciew, it was impossible to ascertain 
f*ither the object or the clfect of every dis-, 
tinet increase, or the amount ot the whole. 
This duty was estimated at 800,0001. by 
the fate chancellor of the exchequer, m- 
ckidmg an ad \ahrnn stamp on convey¬ 
ances, which would yield 300,0uol. This 
stamp vvus omitted by* them resent chancel¬ 
lor of fhe*oxchcquer, who vet look credit, 
for k produce' of / >0,0001. The worst 
effect o( this tax would lf fa^..that thy comts 
of justice would be loss!||J|essillo in coll¬ 
ar quenre ot it. 'I he rigmhon. gent, said, 
lie found this jneasmo aJre.my uioxbU ijcv, 
he had not instituted it. This wn> entnely 
a question of digit e, and whin degree 
was lost rHgbl ot in sm h thiu^, there wu^ 
no longer any equitable pnimple. Them 
were seveial sptcie.s ot taxation which 
might be increased m am, degue without 
any mischief, such as game luenet^, taxes 
on spirits, and several others; but when 
the govt, looked towards the administra¬ 
tion of justice with a greedy eye, the ad¬ 
ministration of justice must be affected. 
If we were told that no man should pursue 
a suit at law without u licence of the ex-, 
pence of 5 per cent, every one would say, 
that such a lax would lie shocking m any 
country, but intolerable in this; but he 
saw no difference between such a licence 
and the necessity of using stamps to that 
amount. It was on this ground that he 
was $lway 6 *an enemy to the stamp duty on 
newspapers, for though it was contend^ 
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that the liberty of the press would not be 
affected, if the duty was carried to an ex* 
tremft it would be ruinous. On this prin¬ 
ciple it had been said by one of the most 
acute men of this country, Mr. Horne 
Tooke, and the observation was worthy of 
note, “ the courts of ju-tice arc open to 
every man in this country, and so is the 
London Tavern ; but if one cannot afford 
the expence, it is as useless tor him to 
look for justice m the one as for the means 
of satisfying his hunger in the other/' Of 
the whole sum of 750,0001. to be raised by 
the increase of stamp duties, 500,0001. 
would be on law proceedings. In the 
chancery proceeding the addition would be 
‘J5 per cent. If a man could not defend 
his right without a licence, or what 
amounted to it, this was virtually selling 
justice. 11 was a breach of the principle of 
Magna Churta, nulli ventfere justidanu by 
which equal justice was toluive been se¬ 
cured to the rich and the poor. This was 
intended to prevent the imposition on 
those who were not allowed to remove 
their suits out of the county court to the 
king’s court, without paying the crown for 
the privilege. The money levied by the 
row. for these stamps would be ’exactly si¬ 
milar to that exacted by the crown in the 
former instance, and prohibited by Magna 
C’harta. The poorer classes would be en- 
tuely excluded from the court by the vast 
expences superadded to the process. It 
might be conte^pd, that it was a good 
thing to discourage litigation; he allowed 
it was, but it should not be prevented by 
extreme ex pence in the course of justice, 
whnJi would equally repress the pursuit of 
right and the spirit of contention. He 
Condemned the annual licences required 
for attormes, as illegal and oppressive; 
there were good and bad m all professions, 
and why should that be selected for this 
burden ; why might it not as well be laid 
on physicians and merchants ? He allowed 
that the 1001. stamp on the indenture was 
very p rtf per, as it was a security* of some 
property or connection in the person. lie 
condemned the increase of duty on the 
policies for life insurance; persons sacri¬ 
ficing a part of their present income to se¬ 
cure a provision to their surviving rela¬ 
tives, should not be so burdened. Me 
was the more surprised that the right hon. 
gent, imposed this burden, as in his own 
income tax, he allowed the sums paid ftor 
life insurances to be deducted fro’m the in- 
#ome. Ha concluded with moving, 14 that 
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the committee be instructed that they had 
power to divide the bill into twobilL/' 

The Chancellor of (he Exchequer thought • 
that the most proper place for the discus¬ 
sion of particular elapses would be m the 
committee, and therefore he would de¬ 
cline going into them in the present stage 
of the bill. But if the lion. gent, who had 
been at the trouble to dir j t his attention to 
the papers on the tabic, had given any part 
of that attention to the schedule itself, which 
had been so tilled with anxiety for a week 
past, about the examination of the paper, he 
would not have fallen into such egregious 
misconceptions of its contents. Indeed, 
he himself felMSome regret that the paper 
had not been printed, because, in that 
case, the hon.gent, might have found soma 
friend to read it for him, and prevent him 
falling into the egregious error of estimat¬ 
ing at 500,0001. the tax on conveyances, 
which, in the former* schedule was esti¬ 
mated only at (>‘0,0001. The discussion 
of this day, he observed, opened on a very 
different ground from that which had been 
taken by the opponents of the bill on a 
former night. They hud attacked the bill 
on the principle that it would act most 
oppressively on that pro ession of which he 
had the honour once to be a member, and 
to whose interests certainly be could not 
wish to offer any injury ; bdt he could now 
say, that in the conversation he had held 
with certain members of tihat profession, 
they seemed to have very different feelings 
from those professed for them by their ad¬ 
vocates in that house ; and though each in¬ 
dividual might not exactly approve all the 
items of increase in the schedule, yet, in 
general, they were acceded to as circum¬ 
stances called for by the exigencies ot the 
time's.—With respect to the very enormous 
increase that was stated by a learned and 
hon. member (Dr. Laurence), to accrue 
under this schedule, upon proceedings in 
the civil courts, it was an effect certainly* 
not iutended, but arose out of a misconcep¬ 
tion in wording the schedule, and not pre¬ 
cisely considering the number of liues and 
words which constitute a folio in the pro¬ 
ceedings of those courts: anil if the tax 
were to attach, in the manner expressed 
in the schedule, .upon those who sought 
the luxury of prosecuting suits in thbio 
courts, it certainly would, like most luxu¬ 
ries,, be pretty much enhanced by' the ex¬ 
cess of expence: fdf, upbn enquiry, it ap¬ 
pend*, thalin some cases, it was neces¬ 
sary to begin a suit in ,ame of tUose courts 
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by a statement occupying 400 pages, us 
preliminary to the commencement of any 
actual proceedings. It was, however, an 
error he would own, and, fortunately, one 
of a nature not very likely to escape de¬ 
tection ; lor, iu fact, the only increase in¬ 
tended to be made, was a general propor¬ 
tion of one-third upon the rates in gene¬ 
ral. Now, as to the objection against the 
principle of taxing law proceedings, gent, 
would recollect that it was one of no very 
modern adoption, but commenced in the 
reign of King William, a period of our 
history not very favourable to unconstitu¬ 
tional measures and since taken up and 
adopted by successive parliaments; and he 
could see no reason why law proceedings 
were not as fairly objects of taxation, as 
Other transactions of intercourse between j 
men in society. $fith respect to the plea 
of injury to the poor, it was the peculiar 
characteristic of our constitution, to assign 
A mode to them of seeking justice in forma j 
pauperis. But he utterly denied that this 
was a tax on justice, as the cost must fall 
upon the party maintaining anAinjust suit; 
and so far was he from coinciding in the 
argument of the hon. member, for opening 
the law courts for litigation without ex¬ 
pence, that he thought it a good thing to 
discourage it. The hon. member had said, 
that a tax on law proceedings was a viola¬ 
tion of Magna Charta, and a sale of pub¬ 
lic justice. He totally denied the infer- j 
once, and asserted, that the principle ol 
Magna Charta was only against the prac-' 
tice of setting up justice to auction, and 
deciding in favour of the highest bidder, 
lie would not, for the present, go more 
into the arguments of the hon. gent.; but 
regretted the hon. member had not resorted 
to the information he might have had from 
the paper on the table. 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that it would be a 
tedious operation indeed for members to 
Jbe obliged to read the paper, one after 
another/ instead of having it printed, 

I)r.I^tfmjccsaid,the right hon. gent, bad 
the advantage of combining with his other 
great talents a high degree of wit, which 
qrjeus, seldom found in union with them. 
These long proceedings in the civil law 
courts, on which the right hon. gent, bad 
been so witty, took place only in* matri¬ 
monial cases, which there was reason to 
hope the right horn gefit. would never in¬ 
cur the burden of. Th$ reason of. moVing 
for the instruction to divide the bill, w*s, 
that if one part of it could udt be &neticL 
* v | 


[lOJff 

ed, it might be excluded. From the dif¬ 
ferent inodes in which papers weie pre¬ 
sented, it was not surprising that some ol 
them escaped notice. •Sometimes they 
were presented by a sec. of state at the 
bar, iu volumes almost bulky enough to 
require a wheelbarrow to carry them; at 
another time they weie brought slyly in 
the pocket of a sec. of the treasury, and 
suffered to lie on the tabic, or in some of 
the drawers under it, with no other noti¬ 
fication than the titles of them being once 
read at the table. It was complained of 
as a great hardship, that in the court of 
Chancery the additional stamps would 
only amount to 251. per cent, while in the 
Ecclesiastical court they would amount to 
50 per cent. A great deal had been said 
of the benefit the poor had in being able 
to sue iu forma pauperis: it was fit the 
house should know that this advantage 
was enjoyed only by those who could 
swear themselves not worth 5l. after the 
payment of their just debts. The gra¬ 
tuitous assistance of the bar was fre- 
! quentlv given to persons not so entirely 
poor; but if govt, imposed this burden 
upon them, they would be entirely de- 
| bayiecl from justice. He wished the judges 
to have a power of giving relief Jrom 
[stamps in such cases. As to the idea 
of costs falling on those who were in 
the wrong, it should be recollected, that 
tlieie weie many cases, in which each in- 
dhidual paid his own costs ; and that when 
there was no object in litigation but the 
decision of an important point. In testa¬ 
mentary cases this burden would fall so 
heavy, that wills of small properties 
would not be worth establishing, and the 
falsification of wills would be encouraged 
by the barriers which were opposed to 
inquiry and conviction. In the Admi¬ 
ralty court also this burden would be 
severely felt. In cases of complaint be¬ 
tween husband and wife, where the costs 
on both sides must always fall on the hus¬ 
band; in prize causes, where the parties 
on one side were that gallant set of men, 
British sailors, and on the other, foreign 
merchants, who were obliged to follow 
their ships into our ports, and vindicate 
themselves in our courts against the 
charges on which they were seized; ia 
suits instituted on the subject of wills, the 
fees on t^e admission of proctors, aud a 
vast variety of other cases, the expence 
of .stamps would be so enormous, as to 
deter men from peeking justiee or redress* 
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and fall most heavily on those who were 
least able to bear it, and mostly on the 
injured party. 

Mr. Addington said, the schedule was 
the counterpart of that which he should 
have recommended, if he had continued 
in office, and therefore he considered him¬ 
self bound to take upon himself even a 
larger proportion of any obloquy to which it 
may give rise, than the right hon. gent, who 
now brought the measure before the house. 
7'lie learned gent, who spoke last was in 
error, in thinking that the charge was 
increased on all the proceedings in the 
Admiralty court. There was no increase 
on appeals in prize causes, nor on libel, 
on declaration, nor on many other im¬ 
portant proceedings. Neither was there a 
general augmentation on policies, or life 
insurance; on the contrary, the expence 
was diminished on small sums, and when 
it was increased, it was in proportion to 
the property. He acknowledged that 
costs on law proceedings could be justified 
only by absolute necessity; and he would 
recommend, that if substitute taxes could 
be found, these taxes should be reduced, 
or at least not increased. He thought the 
whole of this discussion best adapted to 
the committee, and was adverse to the 
instruction to divide the bill. 

Sir Pnlteney wa3 of opinion, that 
objections winch went so much to the 
principle of the measure, came best be¬ 
fore the house before they went into the 
committee. He thought the new stamps 
on law proceedings totally unconstitutional 
and unwise. There were a number of 
taxes proposed and adopted in the reign 
of King William, from the necessity of 
raising money, and ignorance ol the prin¬ 
ciples of taxation, which would not now 
be tolerated lor a moment. There were a 
number of things in this schedule which 
ought to be omitted, and a number of 
other taxes of the right hon. gent, which 
ought to be repealed. 

Air. Serjeant Best opposed the tax, as 
absolutely barring the doors of justice 
against all the poor, as well as the mid¬ 
dling orders of society, He said, that no 
man could venture to seek justice for a 
moderate sum of money, without an ex¬ 
pence of a stamp more than it was Worth 
his while to pay. He denied that the 
costs of suit fell upon the losing party; 
for that party frequently became insolvent 
during the course of litigation, and not only 


the costs of prosecution, but the enor-* 
mous expence of stamps, was to be added 
to the loss of debt already sustaiued. la 
many cases the circumstances were so 
equally poised, that no costs were allowed 
by the court to either side, and in this 
case the incurred charge of stamps would 
fall heavily on both. He considered it §m 
in effect a sale of justice, and a measure 
which would deter men from seeking jus** 
tice. He always understood the fair prin¬ 
ciple of taxation to be, that taxes should 
be laid on those who were most able to - 
bear them; but in this case the principle 
would be inverted, and the burden of the 
tax thrown where it could least be borne* 
upon the indigent and distressed. It was 
a tax on distress, and not opulence, as in 
the instance of mortgage: if a man wanted 
to borrow 10,0001. on mortgage, he would 
be obliged to pay 1001. by this tax. A 
person who owed 20,0001. paid more than 
one who had 20,0001. to spare. He asked 
the gent, of the landed interest whether 
this was right? He also observed, that 
this would be extremely burdensome on 
copyhold tenures, where the heir could 
not be admitted without suing in the 
Lord's court. He contended that the 
principle of Magna Charta was violated* 
inasmuch as the suiter could not come into 
court without paying. Law proceedings 
were already too heavily taxed, and suits 
were, in other respects, too expensive, 
and it was among the first principles of 
taxation to consider the prior state of 
what was to be taxed. With respect to 
costs falling always on those who were in 
the wrong, he had to observe, and those 
conversant with the courts knew it, that 
defences were frequently set up by per¬ 
sons unable to pay, and unwilling to con¬ 
fess their inability, who, when judgment 
was at length given, could satisfy the de¬ 
mand no otherwise than by going to pri¬ 
son, leaving the person for whom judg¬ 
ment .was given to pay his costs, in addi¬ 
tion to the loss of the debt. The measure 
would have the effect of impeding the 
progress of justice, by multiplying the 
ex pence, and of course augmenting the 
difficulties, Paupers, it was true, who 
could swear they were not worth 51. would 
still hate access to the courts, without 
being affected by tbe.operation of the act; 
but tjhere was a description of persons be* 
tweim the rich artd the poor, who were 
pecftliafly entitled to the considerate at-" 
• 
i 
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tendon of the house, that would be ma- 
teriallyanci severely burdened by it* On 
these grounds, therefore, he felt himself 
under an obligation of supporting the 
amendment. 

. Mr. Dickinson , jun, thought it would 
have been well if the learned seijeant, 
before he made his speech, had taken into 
his consideration, that if there was any 
thing which more particularly distinguished 
tilts country, it was the purity and equity 
of its law proceedings. As to the tax 
falling heavily upon thepoor* if the learned 
serjeant had taken time to reflect, he 
would certainly have made no such state¬ 
ment, seeing that there was a very consi¬ 
derable part of the administration of jus¬ 
tice in this country which was totally un¬ 
fettered by stamp duties, namely, all that 
valuable part which'was left in the hands 
of the justices of the peace. 

The Attorney General contended, that 
the argument of his learned friend applied 
rather against the laws already existing 
tor levying a stamp duty, than against the 
augmentation proposed in the present in¬ 
stance. Did the learned member mean 
to State, that'the laying an ad valorem 
duty in a certain proportion to the duties 
already existing on all legacies, bequests, 
conveyances, and promissory notes, would 
interfere with the course of law proceed¬ 
ings? The litigations that -arose from hav¬ 
ing such instruments executed on an im¬ 
proper stamp, would be done a wav by th# 
arrangement of the present measure, tdki 
on that ground it ought to have the sup¬ 
port of his letirued friend. All the argu¬ 
ments he had drawn from the effect the, 
measure would havp on the opinion of 
foreign nations, with respect to the diffi¬ 
culty of prosecuting suits, or obtaining 
justice in ilus country, applied generally 
to the policy of levying any stamp duty at 
all on such proceedings, and therefore did 
not bear on the present occasion, 

Mr. Windham could not subscribe to the 
opinions of the teamed gerft. either that, 
in point of fact? the afgumeufs of the 
learned serjeant were arguments^gainst du* 
ties on law proce^ings in general, and 
not against the particular duty in ques¬ 
tion ; or that* being Arguments against 
suckduties io genefal, ttjway were *not ap¬ 
plicable to the presept occasion. If du- 
tiai on law proceedings had been hereto¬ 
fore improperly imposed, that was norea- 
ion why they should ww be renewed Ind 

* 


f extended. If the objections to stwb dutir* 

t hdd , in former instances, been with propriety 
over-ruled, that was no reason why those 
objections might not be* urged with effe ct 
now. It was an odd argument in favour 
of any principle wrong m itself, that the 
sam£ had in fact, on former occasions* 
been acted upon; or, on the other hand, 
that what was right in a certain dcgice, 
might therefore be pursued to any extent 
at pleasure. In the present instance, he 
should be inclined to say the direct con¬ 
trary; and that law proceedings having 
been already heavily taxed, there was an 
additional reason why nothing farther 
should be added. In his opinion, law 
proceedings never ought to have been 
taxed at ail. A tax upon law was, as had 
been well observed by an ingenious writer^ 
a tax upon necessaries. It was a tax 
upon that by which the means of exist¬ 
ence were, in many instances, to be pro¬ 
cured. It was a tax in consequence, that 
fell fatally upon tbi^vpbN&r. To diem it 
Wits nothing of justice x 

and, of - “that which 

justice was to he disfiidvantages of 

the podr, m that respect, tfrere already 
su flic icntly great; and that from no fault 
either otr "the part of the law, or of the 
govt, or of those by whom the law or the 
ggftt* was to be administered ; biH from 
tjbe necessary condition and' tonstitutmn 
i of things. As had been well obse rved by 
a great writer (Dr. Johnson), to biing a 
rich man aud a poor man upon equal 
terms into a court of justice, was a dm- 
deration in human policy, that had newer 
yet been fully supplied. But the difli- 
culty was, in most cases, to enable I he 
poor man to come iuto a court of justice 
at jjflD This difficulty, instead of alle¬ 
viating, >ve were taking means, delibe¬ 
rately to augment, and thus to detent 
the very end and object of law, which 
Was to give protection to the poor against 
-the rich, to the weak against the strong, to 
the helpless against the powerful. Even as it 
was at present, no liberal or conscientious 
lawyer would advise a client to re^ 
course to Uw, for any objector less va¬ 
lue than 40 or 501.; a vahrfe taring a 
large proportion to the fortunes of most in 
the community, and affording, therefore, 
amextensive range, within which injustice 
might operate with impunity. This circle 
we were how about to enlarge. If any 
plea could be urged for increasing the thi- 


4 
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Acuities of legal proceedings, it would heJ try, was introduced under circumstance* 
in cases of a ikr different description ; jpeculiarly suited to its nature and design. 

cases, namely, of penal justice, where f Mr. Sturges Bourne attributed the dUfi- , 
prosecutions for petty offences were to be culty felt by the hon. gent, not to any 
canned on against individuals on the part deficiency in the papers on the table, but 
oi the public. There arguments might to some inattention on his part in regard 
not be wanting to shew, that too great to the contents of those papers.—A desul- 
faulity m giving effect to law, might be to tory conversation of some length took 
the lull asTnjuiions as too great difficulty; place; Mr.Serjeaut Best, Mr. Fonblanque, 
particularly it certain societies were likely and Mr. W. Smith, contending, that the 
to come in for a part. But in these cases, schedule ought to have been printed, pur- 
on the contrary, if he were to judge from suant to what was known to have been 
a bill that had been projected lately, the the intention of the late right hon, the 
opmjon of many was, that every impedi- Chancellor of the Exchequer, for the la¬ 
ment was to be removed, and nothing formation of gent, previous to the discus- 
omitted that might give to justice the most sion of so important a measure; and the 
tree and unrestrained course. It was only Chancellor of the Exchequer,, M. Hus- 
in questions of meum $ tuum, where* redress kissnn, and Mr. S. Bourne, insisting that 
was to be sought for private wrongs, it was the business of any hon. gent, who 
ami men were endeavouring to recover wished the paper to be printed, lo have 
v hat was their own, that difficulties were moved the house to that effect, but at the 
to he thrown in the way, and su< h impe- same time not expressing any reluctance 
dunenih created, as *in the case of those to have the paper adverted to, containing 
who ought pecuhaily to be the objects o! a comparative statement of the ofd and 
our protection, would amount to nothing the new stamp duties, ordered to be 
lc.-* than a prohibition. lie was amazed printed, when the house should be rt- 
that the right hon. the Chancellor of the surned, though they would not consent 
Exchequer should, jor the sake of such a to delay the progress of the bill for that 
sum as this tax would bring, be willing to purpose. - * • 

profit by the wrong of lus predecessors, Mr. Sheridan maintained, that it-was 
and to persist in a measure so contrary to the duty of the hon. gent, who had moved 
'-very pnncipJe of justice, atftl pregnant for, or brought up the account, to have 
with such serious injury.—The question moved that it should be ^tinted, for the * 
was then called for, and strangers ordered accommodation of gent, who seldom paid 
to withdraw. The question, however, was attention to papers until they came in 
not pressed to a division, and the house that form before the bouse, and com- 
forihwith lesolved itself into it committee, plained that on a former occasion, his at- 
Mr. Sheridan objected to the schedule leution had uot been directed to the papers 
becoming part of the bill, until members now alluded to. 

ha 1 had an opportunity of examining it The Secretary at Bar replied, that the 

alter it should be printed. laying the paper on the table was a public 

'The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, to act of the house, with which every menu 
leave out the schedule would bo to omit her must be supposed to be acquainted, 
one ot the most importing and efficient and it was therefore the right hon. gent/s 
portions of the bill. If the hon. gent, own fault, if he wished it to be printed, 
wanted mlonnation of the existing stamps, not to .have moved for it. I he fact, bow- 
a list was printed, which was in the hands ever, was, that the hon/gent, had com- 
of every stationer. The hon. gent, he mitted a blunder with respect to this pa* 

said, seemed to neglect every ordinary per in the first instance, that he had re- 

means of gaining intelligence, and to he peated his blunder in the last discussion* 
disposed to call' for documents which will and that he was now im the 3d instance 
give him no explanation whatever. 'guilty of the same blunder. ^ , 

Mr. Sheridan was surprised to hear the Mr# Sheridan observed, that the right 
sense anti understanding of the committee hon. gent, had the happiness to belong-to 
was thus to be employed on loose, irregu- a country where they possessed the second 
lar papers, instead of being assisted by sigjiti he unfortunately was of a blunder- 
the production of authenticated instru- ing race in the W*%t, and might reason- 
incuts. This bill, which was to disap- abl^exp^ct some compassion% his here- - 
point a,4 the ends of justice in the coun- ditaiy infirmities* tyitj* that respect 



W28J PAUL. DEBATES, July 12, lm.—nroqutn's Naturalization Bill. 


to fett fof the superior discernment of the 
right bon. sec. it was his duty to say the 
hill was calculated to prevent the attain¬ 
ment of justice in our public courts; it 
tern not to impose large sums on hackney 
coaches, quack medicines, and lavender 
water. " It was not on the constitutional 
grounds connected with the use of Dr, 
Anderson's pills, that he objected to it, 
but it infringed the sacred principles ol 
our political constitution, which no phar¬ 
maceutic remedy could subsequently re- 
Store. Four or five hundred thousand 
pounds were, in multifarious forms, to be 
raised by these stamps, and the poor were 
to be deprived of that protection of the 
tor to which they were entitled. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
the present not the proper stage to enter 
into the general principles of the bill. 
The bon. gent, seemed to have very soon 
Jbrgotten, that his ^notion was not to ab¬ 
rogate but to divide the bill. The figures 
to ha<f also misstated ; and what was most 
utjlucky for him was, that he could not 
correct his arithmetic, without siul lying 
his argument.— A considerable pari of the 
bill was then gone through, wlu n the 
house being returned, progress; was re¬ 
ported, and the committee appointed to 

again on Friday. 

g= ==apss ■ ==a====s^ 

HOUSE OF LOUDS. 

Thursday, Jit'y 12 . 

[Minutes.]— The Irish Additional 
’Force bill went through a committee of 
the whole house, and was.afterwards re¬ 
ported.—-'The Kilwardeu Family Pension 
bill was read a 3d time and passed.—The 
bills upon the table were foi warded in 
their several stages. * 

. [Corn Trape Bill] —Earl Stanhope 
tnoved, that the order of the day for the 
2d reading of the Corn Trade bill be dis¬ 
charged, and that the bill be read the 2d 
timte on Monday next. His lordship said, 
be had distinctly given notice, that he 
should oppose the bill. Whatever the 
opinions of noble lords might be as to the 
merits of this bill* it would be allowed, it 
was a bill of great importance* lie .had 
read hundred* of drills, but never*saw any 
so unworthy to revive their lordships' 
approj^ibu as this, if it were even aid- 
rnit^if that the principle of the bilrw&s 
ui^eippUonable. If their lordship shSuld 
a d *kat« ot * ^ would shew 


that it was drawn up ; n a most absurd and 
ridiculous manner. The h*gdl import ol 
the words et caztera, he believed, had ne¬ 
ver been attempted to be defined. But in 
this bill it was taken to mean biscuits. 
The bill had occasion to notice the rela¬ 
tive value of English and Irish currency. 
Tins was well understood to be as 12 to 
13. In this bill it was sometimes st* b d 
to be as 9 to p; 10 to 10; as 14* to U : 
Such was the arithmetic of the bill, saf . 
its absurdities! As to its policy, it was a 
bill to increase the price of corn and bread. 
This was the acknowledged object of iU 
framcih, tin* the language of the bill, and 
of the commit tee in the other house. lie 
said thus much to call their lordships' at- 
tuition to thiLi extraordinary bill.—The 
noble i*# s motion was then agreed to. 

[Broquen’s Naturalization Bill.] 
—The report of the committee on this bill 
being read, 

The Bishop of S . *4 sop*> observed, that 
the naturalization r f.uvcmers was sm wt 
of mere grace m \ ■ ■ legislature; ;iud oie 
principh* it hml a;. Ud was that tins 
peiMiii j laying lor i *t favour shoulo be 
of the tehgior ol th« • t 1 ». by law t st'i- 
blisla*.!. it they vo ■ * ;llr, it was , 

qmrod that lhe\ :-h< o : e iecii\cd *h 
btK t ament aetordiu^ * ■ < lie* ul (!.«* 

church of Eu.jh.nd \\ ht , were a-t 

adults, he thought, i*- ■ . j h should be 
still mainluiutd, a 1 , j \kUaku icquued 
lln.t they weie Proi.'i n of the English 
chord). '1 he prop ' 'uucnce was that ol 
basing heed cornum* d. In the present 
instance, which was Unit of a lad under 
the age prescribed by law for taking the 
sacrament, no evidence was produced be- 
loie the commits e to prove that the 
young mail was a Protestant of the church 
of England. lie thought it indispensable 
that the person# praying to be naturalized, 
should give proof of his being a Protes¬ 
tant of the church of England, by having 
received the sacrament according to the 
rites of the church of England, if au 
adult; or being confirmed, if otherwise. 
He should on this principle, \yhich he held 
to be of the utmost importance, move, 
“ that the report be taken into considera¬ 
tion on this day 3 months." 

The Lord Chancellor said, he entirely 
agreed with the learned prelate on the 
principle which should govern such bills. 
.But, perhaps, in the present case, itwaa 
pushed too far. It would be bard on the 
party to lo*e aU the expence**Qf ttie bill* 
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because of that which might fairly, as to 
him, be deemed to result from mere ig¬ 
norance. lie therefore wished, that the 
report should he postponed for a few days, 
to see if the party could not give proof of 
Ins being of the established religion. Per¬ 
haps the bill might be passed with a pros¬ 
pective power; enacting that he benatu- 
i .ill zed so* soon as he shall be. confirmed,; 
oi icceive the sacrament, lie was un- ; 

ling the person should sufl< r from igw*- 
’"nee. He would therefore propose, that 
■' e report lie on the table, to see what 
jnuld be done, consistent with the mni- 
ciple which he wished to maintain, and 
with what was just in this paUiculai cast 1 . 
For future regulation, lie thought it would 
he well that a committee should be ap¬ 
pointed to point out what evide^e should 
be necessary when the person was not an 
adult. The best evidence would probably 
be that of confirmation, as suggested by 
the learned prolate.—'The report was 
Mm reupon ordered to lie on the table. 

[JvKorvENT Debtors' Bill.] — Lord 
// ui'w^hmn muvfri the id reading of the 
lull; which being done, it was oidt ml, on 
the motion ol l.i*> K. IL ilm Duke of (’!;»- 
' ; 1 f > 1 tlutt it Lf* r> 1* i r eu m t \, committee 
the whole he.i'" »,n TuesHdy next. 

H •< i the uucWi'.t) w.ts pat, 

id (';-<r t ffl V*/, L ivmp th.e v .)o!- 

uk, said, that the bill brtore thnr lord- 
ships sf'Mnetl t‘.) huv( . einameU m the 
house without u single hand, until the 
illustrious Duke had l.nmn U innler his 
protection. Most of their lordships, Ih; 
was persuaded, were even ignorant that 
sudi a bill was be fine them; and lie 
thought it extraordinary that those wlio 
brought forward a measure of such im¬ 
portance, did not think it worth their 
while to consult with the noble and learned 
lords in that house. He appuned ol de¬ 
ferring the commitment of the bill until 
Tuesday, and he hoped that their lord- 
ships, in the mean time, would bestow all 
that attention on it that the great im¬ 
portance of it required, for it was im¬ 
possible that it could pass without un¬ 
dergoing very great alterations in the com¬ 
mittee. 

The Earl of Westmeath stated, that the 
respectable member of another house (Mr. 
Shaw), who brought in the bill, had con¬ 
fided it to his care when it should come 
before their lordships. As it was not his 
wish to precipitate a measure of such con¬ 
sequence, he had been induced to post* 
Vox,. II. 


pone moving for the 2d reading of the 
bill, until he had some conversation with 
the noble and learned lord on the wool¬ 
sack, which it was ins intention to have 
requested on the first opportunity.—Ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday , July 12 . 

[Minutes.] —Sir J. Anderson brought 
up the rcpoit of the committee on the pe¬ 
tition from the city of London, respecting 
the re.building of the Poultry Compter. 
Upon the motion of the bon. bart. leave 
was given to bring in a bill for rebuild- 
! mg llie said Compter, and for enabling 
the sheriffs, in the interim, to remove their 
pnsoners.—A new writ was moved for a 
lrpresentative for Bath, in the room of 
Lord J. Thynne, who has accepted the 
place of Lord Chambe/lain to his Majesty. 
—The Expiring Law bill was committed. 
—The Lottery bill was read a 3d time and 
passed, as w'as also the Irish Small Note 
hill,-—Mr, Sturges Bourue brought up a 
bill lot permitting the exportation of salt 
from tins country and the Bahamas, to 
< ei lain settlements in North America. 

[Ordnance La^ds Bill.] —On the 
motion for the 2d reading of the Ordnance 
Lund*. bill, 

Mr Giles objected to it, on the prin¬ 
ciple ui its allowing the permanent pur¬ 
chase of Linds tor the crown, which was 
contrary to the piinciplc of our constitu- 
iion. The General Defence bill already 
gave power lor the temporary purchase of 
such lands; but this bill would go to ren¬ 
der the purchase permanent. That the 
principle may have been adopted in any 
former bill, was no reason, in his mind, 
why it should serve as a precedent to jus¬ 
tify new errors. The reference, too, was 
to the lord lieutenant of the county, whom 
he considered ineligible, as being an offi¬ 
cer of the crown, removable at pleasure ; 
and, therefore, he thought that reference 
to the bench of justices of the county 
would be infinitely more proper. He did 
not know whether the present w r as the 
proper stage in which to object to parti¬ 
cular clauses; but if not, he would avail 
himself *of the future stages of the bill. 

The Speaker informed the hon, member, 
Lhat.in the present stage of the biVJ he 
confine himstflf merely to the general 
prificiplp of the bill,—The bill was then 
read the 2d time. • 

3 T 1 
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[Irish' Trade with Newfound- 
land.] —The house having resolved itself 
into a committee on the acts for regulating 
the trade between Ireland and Newfound¬ 
land , 

Mr. Foster observed, that the trade to 
Newfoundland was of importance to Ire¬ 
land, and deserved encouragement, and 
for that purpose he proposed two lesolu- 
tions to the committee: 1st, that salt 
should be allowed to be exported, duty 
free, from the ports of Waterford, Ross, 
Cork, and Limerick, to Newfoundland, 
for the benefit of the trade; and ‘Jelly, 
that salt imported into Ireland should he 
allowed to be re-shipped, without beimr 
landed from the vessels in which it should 
be imported into vessels clearing out for 
Newfoundland, free of duty.—The reso¬ 
lutions were agreed to, and the house 
being resumed, the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow. 

[Irish Revenue Birr..]—On the mo¬ 
tion for the 2d reading of the Irish Reve¬ 
nue Regulation bill, 

Col. Hutchinson objected to its being 
read a 2d time in so thin a house. He 
thought it a bill of much importance, and 
that it ought to be printed, and turn; given 
for its mature consideration. lie was 
himself unacquainted with its contents, j 
but. only knew from report, that it. was 
directed to raise a very great revenue in 
Ireland, and therefore the fullest time 
ought to be given for its clue discussion. 

Mr. Foster answered, that the bill was 
printing, and he had every reason to be¬ 
lieve would be ready this day. If the 
hon. member would not oppose the 2d 
reading now, arid allow the* bill to be 
committed for to-morrow, he pledged him¬ 
self to them to agree to defer it farther 
till Saturday, if the hon. gent, desired. 

The bill was then read a 2d time, and 
committed for to-morrow. 

Irish Spirits Warehousing Bill.] 
•—Mr. roster moved the 2d reading of this 
bill. 

Co 1. Hutchinson observed, that this 
measure was a direct violation of the arti¬ 
cles of union, and he felt himself bound, 
of course, to object to it. The distillers 
of Ireland felt considerable alarm*on the 
subject; and in such a case, he trusted 
the right hon. gent. &ould not persist in 
bis intention of proceeding with the\bfll 
this day, and m bo thin an attendance. 
||| would not be too much, therefore, to 


ask, that the right hon. gent, should defer 
the 2d reading, till the bill should be 
printed, and in the hands, of the members. 

Mr. Foster replied, that he was willing 
to give the hon. gent, every indulgence 
consistent with the period of the sessions. 
There was a bill before the house tor the 
collection of all the revenues of, Ireland, 
which had been kept buck above 3 months 
and depended for some ot Us clauses on 
the provisions ot this hill. The hon. gent, 
would hove many opportunities <>i op¬ 
posing the principle of the hill, though he |j 
was ceitam he should, on examining it, 
perceive that it was calculated to carry * 
into effect the spirit of the Union. There 
was one clause in it, however, which, con- 
Mstentlv with his duty to his constituents, 
he couldBiot hut approve, that was the 
clause for allowing the warehousing oi spi¬ 
rits for exportation, without piling the? 
duty, which amounted to -is. (>d, pa r gal¬ 
lon, whilst the intim-ic value of the spirit 
was not above 2s. The right hon. gent, 
staled some other circumstances to shew* 
that the fiiciisure was not inconsistent with 
the article of l.'mon, and e\j lessc-d a 
firm persuasion, that whatever might be 
the opinion of certain distillers, ail the 
iation.il, moderate, and lo>id persons en¬ 
gaged m the liade would be satisfied, lie 
should consent, if the bill should not be 
printed this day, to put otl the committee 
to Saturday, beyond winch lie could not 
delay it. 

Col. Hutchinson rising to replv, was re¬ 
minded by the Speaker oi the necessity ot 
confining hnnscll stiicily to explanation. 
The hon. member then expressed a v'Mi 
that the light hon. gent, would not compel 
him to take advantage of the statu of the 
house. 

Col. Long field observed, that there was 
not a more loyal body of men in F.umpe, 
than Ins respectable constituents, m whose 
behalf his hon. colleague had opposed the 
present question. 

Col; Hutchinson then moved, that the 
house be counted, when it appearing that 
only 29 members were present, the order 
was necessarily dropped, and the house 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday , July 13. 

[Minutes.]— In the appeal, Arrott r. 
Kerr and others, Mr. Alexander and Mr. 
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Nolan were heard for the re&pondcnts, 
emd Mr. Romilly replied.—The Civil List, 
Irish Promissory* Note, the Poultry Comp* 
ter, and several private bills, were brought 
up from the Commons, and ieud a 1st 
time.—The Irish Additional Force bill wa> 
read a 3d time and passed. 

On receiving- the report of the private 
committee on the London Clergy bill. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that nothing 
was nearer his heart, than that the clergy 
of the established church should be ade¬ 
quately maintained, but lie feared that he 
could not give his concurrence to the bill, 
consistent with that regard for the rights 
of individuals, which the legislature was 
always so laudably anxious to maintain, 
lie did not very well see how the bill 
could be passed without having first ob¬ 
tained the consent of all those whose in¬ 
terests were likely to be affected by it. 
Their lordships should take it into their 
consideration, that much of that property 
which would become chargeable for the 
suppoit of the clergy residing in London, 
bad been purchased under the faith that 
no farther impositions should be laid on 
it. It would become the house to deli- 
l>eratc\ before it would go the length of 
\iolating the engagements so taken. At 
all events, the principle of the bill should 
be fairly discussed; for if their lordships 
should agree to it, it was not improbable 
but a thousand bills of the same kind 
would be applied for in the next session. 
He concluded by moving, “ that it be 
referred to a committee of the whole house 
on Monday.” Agreed to.-^-Adjourned. 

nots>; or commons. 

Friday, 7 i! ‘P 13 . 

[Minutes.] — The Loyalty Loan bill 
was read a 2d time, and committed for 
to-morrow.—'The London Permanent Ad¬ 
ditional Lorre bill, and the Property Tax 
Commissioners bill, wont through a com¬ 
mit toe.—The resolutions of the commit tee 
on the Irish Newfoundland trade were 
reported and agr< ed to. 

[Irish Spirits Warehousing Bill.] 
—Mr. Toster moved, that me order for 
the 2d reading of this bill should now be 
road. 

Col. Hutchinson said, lie held in his 
hand a petition from Richard T. Blunt, 
for himself and others, distillers of the 
city of Cork, praying to be heard by 
themselves, or counsel, against this bill. 

The Speaker stated, that if it was a pe¬ 


tition against a tax bill, it was contrary 
to the standing orders to receive it. The 
petition being read, it was found to have * 
nothing in it contrary to the standing or¬ 
ders, and was ordered to lie on the table. 
On the motion that the petitioner be 
heard by himself or counsel on the re- 
port, 

Mr. Foster suggested that the proper 
time for hearing counsel would lie before 
the committee, and moved that the bill be 
now read a 2d time. 

Colonel Hutchinson pleaded the injury 
which tins bill would do to the trade of 
Ireland, as an excuse for his counting out 
the house upon it yesterday, and for the 
opposition which lie was about to give it in 
the present stage. It was not necessary for 
him here to enter into any panegyric on 
the loyalty of the distillers of Ireland, or 
to state their willingness to support a fair 
proportion of the public burdens of their 
country. It was sufficient for him to say 
what he could clearly establish, that some 
of the provisions of this bill were contrary 
to the principles of the act of union. The 
Irish distillers, in consequence of certain 
revenue laws in Iceland, enjoyed a bounty 
of 8 percent, on all spirits distilled in stills 
of above />00 4 gallons, of 1(> per cent, 
on all distilled in stills of above 1000 
gallons. Tiiis regulation was still more 
beneficial to the revenue than to the 
distiller, for the effect of had been 
to increase the revenue from distille¬ 
ries h from 60,000l. to 120,0001. in'the 
first year, and at last to 800,0(K)1. and to 
reduce the number of distilleries Ironi H)00 
to 600, and thereby diminish the expence 
of collection. These provisions were gi ant¬ 
ed prior to,the'union, and enforced then. 
At the union, by the 31 section of the 6th 
article, it was enacted, that all aitides 
of the growth, produce, and manufactures 
of either country, should be imported into 
the other, on paying the same duties which 
were paid for similar articles in the coun¬ 
try mto which the importatibu was made. 
A regulation had been made coni arm ably 
to -this principle, for the mutual importa¬ 
tion of the produce and manufacture* of 
both countries, and papers had been laid 
on tht* table, and schedules had been 
framed accordingly, in which no alteration 
hud been, as to tluSse duties, which were 
th^only advantage the Irish bud. This 
txiinty had now been enjoyed 20 years by 
the IrMi distillers, and it was to be sup¬ 
posed that those whoftiad framed the pre¬ 
sent schedules were not aware of Rus and 
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the other circumstances when they ar- 
, ranged them. In the 3d clause of the 6th 
article, wheie the rights of the English 
distillers were proved, for it was enacted, 
that all duties and bounties which inter¬ 
fered with the mutual intercourse should 
cease, and this allowance was still per- 
. mitted to subsist. It rnay be said, the act 
of union did away this allowance; he sub¬ 
mitted it did not, for all that the union al¬ 
lowed was, the power of enacting a coun- 
* teracting duty, to counteract internal regu¬ 
lation. If there was any person who was 
more concerned than another to guard the 
rights of Ireland in this instance, it was 
the right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, whose faith was pledged that the 
provisions of the act of union should not 
he a mere dead letter. What he princi¬ 
pally rested on was the declining slate of 
the revenue of Irelaad, he would not say 
. in consequence of the union ; but at least 
since that measure, tl$e increase of the debt 
of Ireland, the falling off of the manufac¬ 
tures of that country, even of its staple, 
the linen manufacture, according to the 
high authority of the- right hon. gent, 
the diminution of its provision trade, the 
annihilation of its woollen manufacture, 
and that this was the only 'point in which 
the trade of Ireland had any prosperity. 
He did not say that the union clid not 
afford many sources of public benefit, but 
none of thefn had yet come into action, 
and this was, in fact, the only benefit that 
Irelaud enjoyed; but the manufacturers 
here found out it was some advantage to 
Ireland, and they wished to take it away. 
The question was before the judges, and 
there was every reason to believe their de¬ 
cision would be in favour of the Irish ma¬ 
nufactures. Why then, was it proposed to 
turn short, and to endeavour by this act 
to deprive the Irish distillers of the advan¬ 
tage they enjoyed. The most respectable 
Iqgal opinions of both countries had been 
taken on this measure, and the result of 
all was, that this benefit should not be 
taken away from Ireland. This bill was 
hold out as a boon to the Irish nation, by 
excusing the payment of dut^ on warehous¬ 
ing; hut 9% the distillers it would be a, 
burcle% ! ^ lt deprived them of ifieir for-' 

J JloWance,, Of the spirits which were 
rted from Ireland, nine-tenths weft 
to Britain j so thaf on the remaining 
on no advantage could be Counted on. 
now the Chancellor of the Exchequer: 
* Jurist be aware of the present state of Ire 


land. The right hon. gent, built his glory 
on the atchievcment of the union, and if 
the union could be carried into effect, by 
the consolidation of the affections, and the 
advantages of both parts of the empire, it 
would have that effect; but he was sun*, if 
the right hon. gent, clearly turned his atten¬ 
tion to this bill, he was sure he would not 
so far coimtrraot the interest of Ireland. 

'The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, this 
question lay in a narrow compass. There 
could be no doubt of the religious obliga¬ 
tion of the act of union, in the letter as well 
as in the spirit. In the spirit, nothing 
could be more clear, than that articles o! 
the produce and manufacture of each coun¬ 
try, should be admitted into the other, on 
paying th$ same duty that the home manu¬ 
facturers paid. On this principle, all spirits 
from Ireland to G. Britain wen* to receive 
a drawback to the amount of the whole of 
the duties they lmd paid at home, to be 
charged in England with the same ir*. home- 
trade spirits paid here. *Il happened, that 
in Iieland, an allowance nt 8 per emit, 
was given to stills of 500 gallons, of 1(> per 
cent, to spirits distilled in btiiE of 1000 gal¬ 
lons. When these spirits came to be ex¬ 
ported, they received a drawback of the 
whole they had paid, with the allowance, 
which operated as a bounty of 8 per cent, 
in one instance, and of l6 in the other, 
against the British spirit. It was true, thib 
regulation had subsisted as an internal one 
in Ireland for 30 years, and great benefit 
had been found from it to the revenue. A- 
an internal regulation, it was allowed to 
remain, b;rt 1# did not think any regula¬ 
tion could be icgarded as a permanent 
compact. At the time the regulation was 
adopted, there could be no view to the 
union, but having been passed by the act 
of union, was it lobe supposed that it was 
to be unaltered. Every act of the separate 
parliaments remained subject to the discre¬ 
tion of the united parliament. With re¬ 
spect to the legal opinions, the only dif¬ 
ference was, that the Irish law officers 
thought this allowance so opposite to the 
spirit of the act of union, that it must have 
been done away by that act; the English 
law officers, though they agreed that the, 
allowance was contrary to the spirit of that 
act, thought it was due to the letter of that 
act to frame a legislative measure for that 
purpose, One thought it was not neces¬ 
sary to ‘apply to parliament, the other 
thought it was. He had considered the 
subject particularly, and he was convinced 
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that if -this provision was not agreed to, 
there would be such a hardship on the 
Euglish distillers as he could not reconcile 
himself to be a party to. 

Dr. Laurence, nt the time the act of 
titiion was passed, expected that there 
would have arisen many delicate questions 
of this sort between the two countries. 
Although there were many different ways 
of doing away the inequality complained 
of, yet he must support the principle that 
the intercourse between tlie different parts 
of the united kingdom should be as much as 
possible on the principle of equality. 

Mr. Francis perfectly agreed that equa¬ 
lity was the, fair principle by which the in¬ 
tercourse of the two countries should be 
governed ; but in the present difficulties 
and embarrassments of I re hind, he thought 
as much tenderness as possible should be 
used towards her. 

Mr. Vansittart said, that when repre¬ 
sentations were mude on this subject last 
year, it was clearly the opinion of the Irish 
govt, that this allowance was a bounty; 
and the only question was, whether the 
act of union, coupled with the temporary 
acts which had followed, had established 
them 80 as to make them a matter of faith. 
Proceedings had been commenc ed by the 
distillers here for laying their case before 
parliament, but had been withdrawn on 
the assurance of the consideration of their 
case on the part of govt. 

Mr. Qrtnshy said, the Irish parliament 
whs not pledged eternally to an act, which, 
if not annually renewed, expired every 
2.9th of September. He contended that 
the corn laws of the present session did 
vast benefit to Ireland beyond what it suf¬ 
fered by this bill. This allowance of a 
deduction of 161. for every 1001. was in 
fact a bounty as 16*1. on 84l. or of 20l. per 
cent.; the advantage of warehousing was 
besides to be considered. The Irish dis. 
tillers, who had come to London last* year 
on the subject, would, he was sure, have i 
been very well satisfied with this arrange¬ 
ment, so he was sure would the whole of 
the Irish distillers, when the measure was 
explained to them. 

Mr. Sheridan allowed the provision al¬ 
luded to had been in force in Ireland for 
20 years, and bad been instituted without 
any view to the union. How then could 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), be so dear 
as to'the sense of the articles jof union, 
when this provision of the Irish parliament 
of such long standing bad not been altered 


by the act of union, and had been con. 
firmed by every act since that sera? If 
it was so obvious that this was an in¬ 
justice to the English distillers, why was 
not that injustice pointed out befoie? It 
was true, application had been made by 
the English distillers, but these applications 
had always been withdrawn. Hence there 
was reason to presume that the allow* 
auee would be continued, and the Irish 
distillers had accordingly vested their capi¬ 
tal in large works, and extensive stock. 
'Ehis was hard. The thing should be left 
to a legal decision, and while that was ex¬ 
pected, the allowance should not be with¬ 
drawn, where there was reason to expect 
that the trade of Ireland would be fostered 
and cherished. 

Mr. Smith was persuaded, that if thispoint 
was not noticed in forming the schedule 
on the act of union, it was by oversight. 
Application had boon made by the English 
distillers, and redress had been promised 
in one way or atitmier. The only fair 
-principle was, the principle of equality ‘ 
and if the extent of works and the expen¬ 
diture of capital was added, it would 
weigh infinitely on the side of the English 
distillers. 

Mr. Foster was sure, that when the 
Irish distillers understood this bill, they 
would look upon what it took away from 
them as a just privation, and, on what it 
gave them as a benefit. Before the union, 
uo exportation of Irish spirits could take 
place to England, now there was no limit 
to that exportation. Before the union, 
there was uo power of warehousing, now 
there was. The duty at the union was 
very low; it was now 4s. a gallon, and all 
this was saved to the distiller. These ad¬ 
vantages were long wished for by Ireland, 
and he was happy to have introduced the 
measure which gav>* them. 

Mr. Dawson complained that this mea¬ 
sure was brought forward at this late pe¬ 
riod of the session, when so few Irish mem¬ 
bers were present, when those birds of pas¬ 
sage lately brought over for occasional ser¬ 
vice, and who were seen in such numbers 
a few days back, had returned to their Na¬ 
tive clime. If this advantage to Iretand, 
was an^oversight in the act of union, the 
surrender of the constitution of that ctmtt- 
tjy, may be said to te a greater oversight. 
If it were now to he said, give us back that 
constitution, the surrender of tfhich was 
an oversight, what vvojild be the -answer? 
Yet the sole advantage which Ireland en- 
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joyed waU asked back on the same ground. 
Parliament was certainly competent to 
• make an alteration in this point, but he 
feared it sc air e would. * 

, Mr. Alexander contended, that there was 
at that moment a much larger proportion 
©f Irish representatives, than any other in 
r the house ; and these were gent, of intelli¬ 
gent and enlightened minds, who had paid 
great attention to all business relating to 
Ireland. This fact, he thought it neces¬ 
sary to assert, in order to obviate the mis¬ 
chief which might be occasioned in Ireland, 
if the statement of the hon. gent, should 
go there uncontradicted. If it was the hon. 
gent*s intention to make himself popular 
in Ireland, by opposing this bill, it was the 
duty of every Irish member to deliver his 
sentiments upon it. The corn bill recently 
sent up to the Lords, was a proof that the 
parliament did not wish to deprive Ireland 
of any advantages.*' But what injury did 
this bill do to Ireland ? None, The dis¬ 
tillers had invested$picir capitals long be¬ 
fore the exportation of their manufacture, 
was allowed, or thought of; and this bill 
Only went to regulate the duties to be paid 
on spirits when brought to this country,— 
After some observations from Col. Long- 
field, Mr. Ward, Mr. FiUgerafd, and Mr. 
Ker, the bill was read a 2d time, and or¬ 
dered to be committed on Monday. 

[Stamp Duties Bill.] —On the mo¬ 
tion that the house do resolveritself into a 
committee on this bill, 

Mr. Sheridan rose merely to ask a ques¬ 
tion relative to a point to which he *hould 
feel himself bound to call the attention t>f 
the committee, if the answer should not be 
satisfactory. The preamble of this bill stated, 
that it was to repeal all the existing duties 
on stamps, for which those contained in the 
subsequent schedules were substituted. The 
point on which he wanted explanation was, 
whether it whs proposed to increase the 
Stamp duty on newspapers. He supposed 
it jwas not intended, but until the matter 
should be explained, the bill appeared to 
have that effect. The discount for prompt 
payment was at present 16 per cent, and 
there was also an allowance of 18s. made 
to newspaper proprietors, as an equivalent 
for the rise in the price of paper, i#hen the 
additional duty had been laid on paper. 
The 30 per cent, discount was inserted in 
th$schedule of the bill, but there was iiq 
jaihtion of the allowance of 18s. ang it 
Jifould be manifest, that if the biltowe to 
the act by wftich that allowance had 
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been made, without rc-enacting it, the 
effect would be to lay an additionafduty to 
the extent of that allowance, on news¬ 
papers. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer , replied, 
that the allowance was made out of the ex¬ 
cise on paper, and that the present repealed 
only the stamp acts, and left all allowances 
under any other acts totally undisturbed. 
The matter, however, should be attended 
to.—The house then resolved itself into a 
committee. Many of the clauses of the 
bill were strenuously contested, more par¬ 
ticularly that which tended to impose an 
additional tax on attornies and proctors, in" 
the form of an annual licence. Mr. She¬ 
ridan, Mr. Foublauque, Mr. Serjeant 
Best, Dr. Lawrence, and others, argued 
against the clause, both as a stigma on the 
profession, and as unjust and oppressive.— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer aud the 
Attorney General admitted the force of 
the objections to a certain extent, and 
consented to modify and reduce the tax in 
certain proportions, to be calculated from 
the length of time that the persons con¬ 
cerned were in the actual exercise of their 
profession. On the clause proposing an 
additional duty of 3d. on every sheet of 
paper employed in law proceedings, an op¬ 
position of some length ensued, principally 
on the part of Mr. Sheridan, Dr. L&urencc, 
Mr. Serjeant Best, &c. when a division 
took place—Ayes 43, Noes 10, majority 
in favour of the clause 33.—The other 
clauses and amendments then went through 
the committee without any material altera¬ 
tion; aud the Jiouse being resumed, the 
report was ordered to be received to¬ 
morrow.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Saturday , July 14. 

[Mix utes.] The royal assen t was given by 
commission to the Irish Additional force 
bill, Lady Kilwarden's Annuity bill, the 
Foreign Soldiers Enlistment bill, the Wec- 
don Beck Compensation bill, the Chatham 
Ordnance bill, the London Coal Market 
bill, the Irish. Malt bill, and several pri¬ 
vate bills.—The commissioners were, the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Wajsingham, aud 
Earl Rosslyn. The Ordnance Franking, 
the Civil List* the Poultry Compter, and 
the Irish Notes bill* were read a 2d time.— 
The Irish, County Peace, the Malt Duty, 
and the Hackney Coach bills, were read a 
3d time and passed.—Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS* 
Saturday, July 14. 

[Minutes.] —The Deputy Usher of the 
Black Rod attended at the bar, and sum. 
moned the house to appear in the house 
of Lords, to hear the royal assent given 
by co in mission/ The Speaker, with the 
house, attended accordingly ; and, on his 
return, he informed the house that he had 
been in the house of Peers, and heard the 
royal assent given by commission, to the 
Kilwarden Annuity bill, the Irish Additional 
Force bill, the Foreign Enlistment bill, the 
Clandestine Marriage bill, and the Coal 
Market bill, with several private bills.— 
Lord C. Somerset took the oaths and his 
^eat for the borough of Monmouth.—Mr. 
Alderman Combe brought up the report 
of the Commute on the Additional Force 
Amendment bill, so far as relates to the 
City of London, which was agreed to.— 
—The British Fishery bill, the Leather 
Manufacturers bill, and the Property Com¬ 
missioners bill, were severally read a 3d 
time and passed.—A message from thu 
Lords informed the house, that their lord- 
ships had agreed to the Hackney Coach 
bill, the Irish Comities Peace bill, and 
the Corn Regulation bill, without any 
amendments.—The Woolwich Ordnance 
Lands bill, the bill to obviate Inconve- 
meneies in the Accomptaut Ucncral’s Of¬ 
fice m Chancery, the Irish Revenue bill 
for raising 800,0001. the Nassau Free Port 
bill, the Loyalty Loan bill, the Tobacco 
and Snuff Warehousing bill, and the 
2,500,0001. bill, were severally reported, 
and the resolutions agreed to.— A new 
writ was oide ed to be issued for the 
county of Louth, in Iieland, in the room 
of the right lion. J. Foster, who, since his 
election, has accepted the office of Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer in Ireland.—The 
Consolidated Fund bill, and the Irish 
Revenue Regulation bill, were severally 
committed. 

[Iiusii Revenue Bill.] —On the ques¬ 
tion that the house should go into a com¬ 
mittee upon the bill for regulating the 
revenue of Ireland, 

Col. Hutchinson said, it was impossible 
that he could consent to such a motion, 
without previously making a few observa¬ 
tions upon a bill, which went to raise no 
less than 400,0001. in addition to the 
revenue, so as to occasion double the 
amount of taxes to be paid by the people 


of Ireland. The house seemed already to 
have decided a very important question, 
as to the distillers in that country, by dis¬ 
continuing the allowance of 8 and l(i per 
cent- on the exportation of their spirits; 
for although there wi^uld be another op¬ 
portunity to argue the matter, yet he was 
afraid it would end unfavourably towards 
them. He tell it, therefore, to be con¬ 
sistent with Ins duty to lus constituents, to 
entreat the house, previous to tlieif going 
into a committee, that they would eudea, 
vour to make additional burdens press as 
little as possible upon that description of 
persons. He really believed, that the 
proposals contained in the bill were not 
sufficiently known * in Ireland by those 
whom it materially concerned, he meant 
the distillers, the barley growers, and the 
landed gentlemen of that country. To all 
of these people it must create considerable 
uneasiness. The distiller was one of the 
most useful members of that part of the 
united kingdom, on Account of his em¬ 
ploying several thousands of people, who 
otherwise would not procure a livelihood. 
He hoped such considerations would have 
some weight upon the house, and prevent 
them from imposing additional burdens 
upon distillers, which they were by no 
means able to sustain.—After a few ob¬ 
servations from Sir E. Nepean and Mr. 
Bcresford, relative to tile policy of obliging 
the distillers to perform a certain portion 
of work in a certain number of days, the 
house went into the committee. Several 
amendments were therein made relative 
to the distillers. The report was brought 
up, and ordered to be received on Mon¬ 
day next. : 

[Finance Resolutions.] —Mr. John¬ 
stone submitted ’to the consideration of the 
* house, a string of resolutions respecting 
the finances of the country, which, he 
admitted, he had taken up on the same 
ground as a right hon. friend of his (Mr* 
Tierney) had formerly done. He wished 
to proceed in the same way, which was, 
that the 1st resolution should be read, and 
the debate adjourned to some future day. 
The 1st resolution was then read. The 
resolutions were then ordered to be print* 
ed, and, on the motion of Mr. Huskis* 
son, the debate thereon was adjourned to 
Tuesday. The resolutions moved by the 
h&i/gent. are as iqliow: 

lT Th^t the total amount of the public funded debt 
of Great Britain was, on .the lit of Feb. 1803, 
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567,008,9781.; of which 67,255,9151. had been I 
purchased by the commissioner, and J9,1130,5871. 
had been transfer! ed to them on account of land tax 
fedeiuncd, leaving a funded,debt of 480,572,4761 ; 
apd that the amount of amities charged on G. Bri- 
tain (after deducting what have fallen in) was, on 
the 1st of Feb. in short annuities and for lives, 
539,9791. ami in long annuities, 1,01.5,1181. 

Thar the total amount of public funded debt, 
chargeable on C. Britain for account of Ireland, Was, 
oil the 1st of Feb. 1803, 22 348,0001. of which there 
had been purchased by the commissioners 1,183,4151. 
kavmg a funded debt of 21,224,5851. together with 
long annuities to the amount of 9*7911. 

That the total amount , of public funded debt, 
chargeable on C* Britain for account of the Emperoi 
of Germany, was, on the 1st of Feb. 7,502,6331. 
of which 375,1371. had been purchased by the com¬ 
missioners, leaving a funded debt of 7,127,4961. to¬ 
gether with annuities to the amount of 250,0001. 
which will expire m 1820. 

That under the heads of treasury, ordnance, bar¬ 
racks (and including 171,4311. deficient in the ways 
and means of 1802J, outstanding demands, as far as 
the same can be made up, remained to be provided 
for on the 5th Jan, 1803,, to the 
amount of - m - * - 762,867 

That the unfunded debt in Exchequer 
bills unprovided for was, on the 5th 
Jan. 1803 r 9,500,000 

T,hat thf debt of the navy was, on the 
5th Jap. I8i>3 - - - 3,105,648 


Making the tr*tal amount of Unfunded 
debt - 13,368,515 


That the total debt may be stated as follows : 
funded debt unredeemed w ti Britain ' 480,672|4f{> 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 

for account of lreicnd - , - 21,224,585* 

Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 
for account ot the Lmpeior of Ger¬ 
many 7,127,496 

be sides short annuities to the amount 
of 230,0001. 

Tiong annuities, value- at 16 years pur- ,i 
chase, 1,015,4101. for G. Britain; 

9,7911. lor Ireland - - 16,403,216 

Unfunded debt - - l£,368,>13 


' ^avjpg a total sum charged or charge¬ 
able on C. Britain (exclusive of 1 
389,9791. and 250,0001. shert an¬ 
nuities) of - - 558,696,288 


IT. That the total amount of the public funded 
debt of G. Biitaui (including the amount created by* 
the sums boi rowed in the present session) was, on 
the, 1st Feb. 1804, 601,208,9781. of ,, Wtuch 
17,698,4671. had been purchased by the commission-* 
#jrs, and 21,147,8881. had been transferred tp them 
en account of land tax redeemed; leaving a funded 
debt of 502,362,6m and that the amount of an-' 
nuuies charged On G. Britain (after deducting what 
have fallen in) was, on the 1st Fch*. in annui¬ 
ties and for Byes, 516,3831* and, in long annuities, 
1,047,4941. ^ ^ ‘ ^ 

That thf^Nl^amotmt of public funded ‘dqjbr 
cnaigeat^jS'^p^BrUain for ^account of Irelim\ in- 
•mdunt created by the sums borrow*! in 
Session, was, on the 1st Feb. 7804, 
of which there had been purchased by 



the commissioners 1,593,6711. leaving a funded debt 

of 32,142,3291. together with long annuities to the 
amount of 16,2081. 

That the total amount of, public funded debt, 
chargeable on G. Britain for account of the Emperor 
j of Germany, was, on the 1st Feb. 1804, 7.502»6o3l* 
of which 459,8281. had been purchased by the coni- 
mis si oners, leaving a funded debt of 7,042,8051. 

I together with annuities to the amount of 230,0001. 
which will expire in 1820. 

That under the heads of treasury, or'dnance, bar¬ 
racks, and civil list advances, after deducting 
1,370,6641^ suiplus, in the ways and means of 1803, 
outstanding demands as far as the same can be made 
up, remained to be provided for on the 5th Jan. 1804, 
to rhe amount of - 653,421 

That the unfunded debt in Exchequer 
bills, unprovided lor, was on the 5th 
of Jan. 1801 - 15,390,800 

That the debt of the navy was, on the 
5th Jan. 1804 - - - 4,037,307 


Malting the total amount of unfunded 
debt - 20,081,528 


That the total debt may be stated as 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 
for account of Ireland 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 
for account of the Emperor of Ger¬ 
many, besides short annuities to the 
amount of 230,0001. 

Long annuities, valued at 16 years pur¬ 
chase, 1,047,4941. for G. Britain, 
16,2081. for Ireland 
Unfunded debt - 


follows: 
502,362,622 

32,142,329 


7,042,805 


17,019,232 

20,081,028 


Leaving a total sum charged or charge¬ 
able on G. Britain (exclusive of 
516,3831. and 230,0001. short an¬ 
nuities) of 578,648,516 

III. That th« annual charge for account oi the 
funded di bt of ti. Britain was, on the 1st fcb. 1805, 
23,510,9671..; and on the 1st Feb. 1804, including 
the charge incurred by the loan of the present session, 
was* 24,846,6651. 

That the sum applicable to ihe reduction of the 
funded debt ed G. Britain was, on the 1st Feb. 1808, 
5,831,9861. i and on the 1st Feb. 1804, including 
one per cent, on the „tock created by the loan of the 
present session, was 6,493,6261. 

That the net produce of the permanent taxes was, 
in the year ending 5th Jan. 1803, 27,531,3581. ; 
and in the year ending 5th Jan. 1804, 30,710,7471. 

IV. That the total official v«alue of all imports into 
G. Britain, in the year ending the 5th Jan. 1805, was 
31,442,3181.; and on the average ol 6 years, ending 
3th Jan. 1803, 28,419,6251. 

That the total official value of all imports into G. 
Bmam wa#, in the year ending 5th Jan. 1804 (sup¬ 
posing the imports tiom the b, ladies, of which no 
account has been made up, to be the same as in the 
year preceding) 27,441,8?4i.; and on an average of 
6 years, ending 5th ian. 1804, 29,490,9451. 

That the total official value of British produce and 
manufacture exported, in the year ending 5th Jau. 
1803, was 26,993,l29Li and on an average ot 6 
years, ending 5th Jan. 1803, was 22,942,8401. 

That thetotal official value of British produce and 
manufacture, exported in the year ending 5th Jam 
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Jan, ISO4, was 8&,$52»lO0l. , and on an average of 
t> years, ending 5th Jan. 1804, 21,834,3391. 

That (he total o&kul v«uu? ot foreign merchandize 
expound tioin G. Hri^tn in the year ending ,5th Jan. 
i8t)$, was 14,-118,3371 ; and on an «iveiag£ t> 
year?, ending 6th Jun. 180,3, was, ll,6:>I,3331, 

That the total ©ftivial value of foreign merdVafldize 
exported from G Jgtiraui ri the year etiamg /nh Jan 
1801, was 9,'328,2>71 ; and on *n average of 6 j 
years, end'll^ 6th Jan ix!04, was It,630*4411' 

V. That the total sum to he raised in G, Brfbtikin 
the year 1804, may he as follow# : i>' * 

Interest of the public funded tJeb*0 ’ t 

charges of minagtftfnt and stuk- , 
ing fund, on the .5 h Feb. 1804 * , 24,11/0,4/5 

Intf xest, charges of management, &V, > { 

to be pud between the 6th Feb. .. * 

JUlOf, and the .»th Jan, 180 5, o» * . 

stcukueutf-d by loans of the pre* 
srnt ic*>n*)ii f to the amount of 
18,200.0001 - 
lnt< rest on Exchequer bills, the amount 
issued aud bearing interest, exceed¬ 
ing ‘JO,000,0001. 

Civil govt, ot Scotland, pensions on 
revenue, militia ajid deserters' war* 
i ants, bounties fo*" promoting £i>h* 
erics, dec Sc c. estimated to be the 
*ame as m the year ending 5th Janl 
180 i - 

Charges of collecting and manage*' 
ment of the revenue, estimated to 
be (he same as m the year ending 
5th Jan. 1801 >. 

fiuportion to be defrayed by G. Bri- 
tain, of the civil list and other 
charges on the consolidated fund of 
G. Knum (the charges on the can* 
sohdated fund of Ireland, which i* * 
likewise a joint charge, being in* 
eluded in the supplies) 16-47tbs of 
1,318,0431. 

Supplies voied in 1804 for 

G. Britain exclusively - 2,292,000 

Supplies voted m 180 i for 
G Brumn and Ireland, 
piopoition to be de- 
trayed by G. Brit mi, 

15-Uihiot 10,672,8801. 35,709,159 


334,190 


1,000,000 


723,056 


1,035,S66 


Brought forward 
Small branches of the herecUaUrprcye* 
nue and imprest monies repfridi,esti¬ 
mated to be the s*me as in the year 
ending the 6th Jan. 1804 “ - 

Lottery, afar deducting the proper* 
tion of Ireland * * 

War taxes, eshatated produce tn tha ' 
3th April, 1803 

Sttrplu-s of the wfcys mtAnsfor the 

year J0O3 -* 

Boah constituting an increase of funded 
debt ^ - * * * 

Loan by E*thequMr btMs, charged on 
the supplies of Oie year 1805 (V C.) 
-Stewt# tb be raised parochially for the 
maintenance ot the poor, estimated- 
to b £ the same as in the year ending 
Faster 1803 t J 

Malting in the whole the sum of > 
. J And levying a deficiency of * 


1,187,600 


¥ 


AJv.mLC to Ireland * * 

Inures lot loan* to the Emperor qI 
Germany - * * 

Sum* to be raised parochially for the 
maintenance ot the poor, estimated 
to be the same as m the year ending 
Easter, 1803 * * 

■\ • 

>Iakmg in the whole the sum t>F^ * 


38,091,159 

4,600,000 

4497^35 


3,246,306, 


77,046,179 


That the funds applicable to disubai^e the sum re- 
* quiiej for the service ol the year 480#* IKUijf’btlTj 
estimated as follow : 

The gross receipt of the permanent 
revenue, after deducting the ?e-p*y* 
menc of over ct*td«# drawback#* 

&c« estimated to be the ** *» 
the year ending die Jen- 1804 
El mugged produce to the 3th, Ja»> 

1805, of th# pernnwieftt ***** i%» 
jwed in the prwitt n * 


ujMtm 

, 'JSr',1 J 


II. 


Cirried forward 


«*£9*itri; 


{104$ 

36,539,171 

228,253 

350*000 

15,440,000 

\ ^ * 

x,®ro,6S4 

14,500,000 

2,500,000 


5,216,506 

76.074,594 

1,771,585 


HOfJSrOP LORDS. 

Monday, July l*i. 

pVtlNOTE^jr-Iu fhe* appeal, Hogg t* 
Lash ley, judgment was glveo s the judg¬ 
ment of the court below was affirmed.-*** 
The, bill for the relief of the incumbents 
Of certain livings in the city of London, 
went through u, committee of the whole 
house; thu* report was received, and, ou 
the -motion of the Lord Chancellor, the 
hill w&b ordered to be read a 3d time on. 
Thursday next.Mr. Williams, from the 
commissioners of Naval Inquiry, presented 
the 7tti and 'Mb reports pf;the said com* 
misbituusq^—Mr. F. ThohTpsan was ejea* 
mined as to of the present 

residence of Mrs. Lmghatn. He said, he 
had examined t{i«f pontent^ of three'let* 
ters,, by,which ii; appeared,, that she resided 
m Wn»« or within Uiree miles of it* Be- 
ihg asked by the Lord Chancellor, Tf that 
was all he learned, fee s^id he hhii 
learned no thore/ , w 

[Coxn Teadb Brit.]—Lord tttymg* 
ham presented a petition from the royal 
burghs of Scotland against the Com Trade 
bill* . v • 

The Z&rd Chamdi&t' observed,' that the 

pet^^ prayed that their ford^hipd would 

postpone the of the bill- till 

next 'th^Iprdships would 

hot bill^ mm a proper, petition# 

hdt it ^ne m their lordships 

f*vof thh kind to tfeja 



to da tbit i 
* was 

m i?# m&* x ¥ th ? 

^t^on,butih%htittwld 
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Lord Wokingham accordingly withdrew a plain and simple plan. But what do the 
the petition with their lordships* consent, framers of the bill and the committee 

* TheDuke of Montrose said, he held a say? They speak pf the # blessings of hea- 
petition in his hand against the bill, from von, and the providence of God, in giv- 
persons of sound understanding, yet, ,4 ibg a plentiful season, as a thing to be 
similar objection might benjade tp it;; dreaded, and as a curse. And what is 

* but he thought it his duty to the remedy they apply? They will raise 

The petition, which was fromThe the price of corn by forced and artificial 

of commerce in Glasgdvv, being ^d, ^ means; This Was the object of the bill. 

The Lord Ofidncelfiy said, this iptjtifion But to raise the price of corn, was to 
prayed, that their lordships wOuld^Wthe excite the Jpople to discontent: it was to 
bill a cool and deliberate disbdssiom raise the price of labour, and so to cio- 
Their lord»h^ : \ would -'give*.the sale of our manufactures in fo- 

every questioned jepdl and deliberate dir- 'reign markets, of our manufactured iron, 

. cusslbn ; but this -was language that could our manufactured wool and cotton; it 
not be permitted in a petitioner to that was to raise the expences of govt, it was 
, house., /'o; :■ ! ; to cripple US in the most effectual manner. 

The V\xk%y{^fontrose moved forfeaVe And what were the pretences of the com- 
to withdraw tiW ptsfkion. , : ' mittee for adopting this measure, to raise 

.> Earl Skati&ope said, y the noble lord ought the price of corn? The enormous impor- 

* not to present a petttibh "that he did not tations we have made of corn, and lli3 

think proper,' ^ lie ott the table ; if he enormous sums they havfe cost' us. Thu 
presented \%\ w ddght to* maintain its committee states, thatj^A^merly ex¬ 
claim td/^htigfccL 1 In thought this the potted annually of corn ; 

cleft stiek^df -his but that * since, iad H^Wfe; .we., paid ;so 

lordship toad Ttoe : : rmljior^ sierlwfffflr They 

petition, he permitted • therefore argue £ ive cu ~ 

to lie onrh^Mble/'Vi^^ ; ■ \ **V" . courugeAient t dtl W grow corn, 

The Duke of,being that w mttv n<4lpPmipelled to import it; 
given, withdiew the !pt^tion s ^l'he order and:iter ; mui§f HiRRftat by bounty on expor- 

* of the day for the 2d rehding>n| this. bill tation, t wfmu corn is at a certain reduced 

being read,:- v * vo/’ •• ri';\ prite; 'But the reason why we have paid 

Earl L He *$&), Ee should such enormous sums for corn is, that we 

have been, cab buy it in foreign markets cheaper than 

that &'noble 'idjgi?(Lord we- can grow it. because of the excessive 

Hawkesbury) had to offer but price of labour- And what is the bounty 

as his londshipywas• v«ii|^gidfen for exportation, when reduced to 
his ' pll&ft language ? It is, that the price oi 

ItfcCtljr ' : 'lwre V *0 great,’ that our mer- 

coru,and,-diafets cannot sell utjr corn in foreign 
it w^.tbi ,, ; mstrfcetsi, : since ^com growing in other 

tfon *pf ‘ ,r f' do* epuntrids costs less in the labour, and the 

dared, ■ ''price ?of it' is lower. Something is want- 

of the framers bf •.•• Mt^andr'of the in., therefore, to put into the scale, to 

' ;eVfkbte pay merchant to sell at the foreign 
guago ; market, aftdtb&t something is the bounty, 

! dec.r^a^;;,%, $, ^labour ’is therefore,the evil 

' Eat the '$$>.'increases 

^|itii‘8ue a policy, whose 

( gryE■ ( ^' v lH[e : would- Call on their lordships 
; p}ttaty J|U»4 ft consideration the state of 

■ - 'th^ bill^ '1'wowld not then advert to 

Bat he'S'ww• atqjk;AM»’ ><l cauiMs v ^Wlflitev^er : tb^y might be; he 
iWanW consider the subject only a* it waft 
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connected . with this question. The dis¬ 
tress of that country is prodigious, and 
daily increasing. Would .their lordship* 
add to it by increasing tlw price of corn ? 
The state of .that country js not known 
Its debt was lately only two millions and 
a half. It is now^betwt^u foq and 00 
millions.—rSuch % was the principle' of thb 
bill. BuC he would say a. word for two ou 
the real remedy oC the eyil .«h^ bfHiwoofo 
heal; he would shewy a^hf, promised, 
that the farmer might alwtiyfobave/ a ’fob|fo 
ral profit for his corn, and that wo need 
not go to foreign countries with motions 
of money,, to purchase grafoi in years* :-©f 
scarcity. The small state of Genova, be¬ 
fore it belonged to the Trench, had grana¬ 
ries with corn for 7 or 6, years consump¬ 
tion. The apparatus by which it was pre¬ 
served sound, was simple; it was-nothing 
more than 4 walls, with shelving Chambers 
for the corn, and charcoal in the centre. 
Corn thus dried, to a certain degre©, ha$ 
born kept 100 years< , He had got some 
kept that time, to make a trial of it, aud 
never ate belter bread ,in. hi$ lif© f Let 
the govt, buy the corn whan it is cheap, 
and lay up in granaries suiftdfcntfor -jfcsafk 
of scarcity. Farmers wiU thus have, a 
motive to grow for the average oonsufop* 
tion of corn, because they . will 1 always 
have a fair profit and a sale 5 many ml- 
lions sent out of the country Tor cbm, 
will be kept at home* and tile price of 
labour will be prevented from rising to, 
that excess which drives our manufacUtrbs 
from foreign markets* • Without adopting 
this policy, we may be starved iu % a time 
of scarcity, with such a man : as ffoofoifo 
parte to opposd us.- lie has only ffovbuy: 
up all the corn in foreign inark^pjatid' 
tins ho may do, for price is pot} 
him. Let us learn policy of other 
But if we wi 11 not, let 1 us foeaffo 
bees and ants, whom instinct has 
to provide fof a. ?tiro&; oTvya^V wh^h 
can resort only to, 

food. But govt, will :;' 
budding granaries 
prevent others Tram Stc 
would not permit the warSfoc 
when' it was, foemandfob 
home,, bpt for sp^culat^tj] 
abroad;' fowjiis® - • 

in ease of 

be , 

the M§ht, foptbpif 
sary, and , to 
for a tim^of 




premium for sending it <*Ut Of "the court- 
try, far increasing its prided and incurring 
the hazard of eearcityf: The, absurdities , 
of the bill in its drawing up/were endless. 
Whether the committee did not choose >to 
tell ajl they knew, when they talked of 30 
millions being paid for com imported in 1 
'*3 yenr$, or it was 1 thHr:knbmn#, he 
could not tell, v ’ But: it 1 *ttilKbfis, 

That die importation of corn in fo 3 years 
fkd cost. The bill in one part refers to 
ther ^herfole, ,&s to a regulation about 
barley; and the word* barley is not men¬ 
tioned ja the part referred to. The house, 
had hfoiiM of “ gi$nts refreshed.” * Tiiey 
Wbb drew fopi this bill must have beeh 
<fr refreshed'' with barley when they did so. 

Et cetera had heen rnade legally to mean 
biscuits. They had taken Into their heads 
to kettle the.Wlatiy^vaiu4‘ofEngtaU *and* 
Irish curr^icy, ; They first declare that to 
fie as 12 to 13, and then they find that 12 
to 13 is as 0to 9; afterwards as 10 to 10> 
and tlu»n as T4 to 1(V, fond lastly as 1$ to 
l&y lb© learned lord on the woolsack 
Offold do nothing with this heup.offobw- 
ditfos^ with MR fob’' ingenuity; and^ if h© 
could) amend it, it would foe kicked out of ; 
the? other house; and he would rather 
their fordshtps hfod the honour of kicking 
if He twofold not compliment the - 
bill the delicacy of postponing it till,, 
thirdly SfoncmtM. He; would tnoVe that' 1 
i 1,1 Ha:* implored 

fo&irTorii^bips hot ;ter t |iuwe 'thlk'measure. 1 

beqfo.^ised against 
/gkanfo^^ hiight : be homed, 

^entfed % mean© 
and it'was , 

?(p4W«b , r ; ^fae'es^ence of 
rbuUd^g^f^riee" 1 W;' artbther' objection, 
foie^did\*fo^^iknt %wi to sell &t a lo&; 

whfoh'.foight^be *■;. 
on the averager 

' u ’■ v '" -1 the*jtefopl4■ 
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Loid Hatchrsbury said, he would not 
take up much of their lordships' time, but 
he trusted that they would iudulge him in 
making a few observations on what fell 
from the noble Earl, Much of what he 
bad addressed to their lordships was wholly 
irrelevant to the bill before them, and it 
would neither be proper in him* or re¬ 
spectful to iheir lordships, to follow the? 
noble Ear} through many of the topics that 
he had so imnectssanly introduced, and 
the mention of winch he was convinced 
was, pot calculated to afford great satisfac¬ 
tion to tunny noble lords who heard hup. 
The noble carl had appeared disposed 
to hear bis sentimentfc bn the bill, before 
lie bad commenced the very extraordinary 
speech which he had just concluded. Had 
the measure now bairne the house been 
ungmally introduced or recommended by 
the govt., lie would have ihotfght it his 
duty, or that of so;ue of the noble lords 
around him, bis colleagues in office, to 
explain the principles and grounds upon 
which they proposed it*, But when it was 
a measure grow mg out of a common and 
general interest, winch many persons of 
gieat respectability in another- house felt 
upon the subject, he did not think that it 
could with decency be required of him to 
give any further support to tb than what 
was due fiom him, as an individual in the 
legislature, to the principles of a measure 
that he approved. His lordship would not 
then go uito au examination of what he 
know some of the most re&pect&ble and 
on lightened men in the country maintain¬ 
ed, namely, that it would be wiser in the 
legislature to abstain from all legislation 
upon the article of com, and to leave the 
trade respecting it as free a$ it Was jin any 
otht r commodity*. He also knew many in* 
telhgent men who main tamed the con¬ 
trary position, and insisted upon* the no** 
ccssity of the principle of regulation* He 
would not venture togivc, at that t»otaeht, 
any opinion upon so difficult and import¬ 
ant a question, but coaumt -himself with 
briery etauug the objects of tM bill 
they appeared to Urn; TV .greHf object. 
of the bill was first, to,;render the pricey df 
corn stf<idy, - anal yto .eouotemcv w fat as ' 
legislation^ could tofStfsp jit r : the. danger* 
and inconvenmnc^s o,f frequent &ue&atkm; 
that was me object bill* .The. next 
^vas to encourage agriculture,- fey adopting 
such may jijflord the farmer* 

* opportunity of obtaining a, fair profit *for 
lii? labour and capital, , Their lord- 
* hi p*f from recent experience, must be 


deeply impressed with the great disadvan¬ 
tages arising from fluctuations, which, m 
the course of a f„\v years, prevailed to the 
enormous disproportion'of between 4.°>s. 
and t/)6s., the puces of the quarter of ( urn 
at two periods. Tire best security that the 
country could have against famine, lay mg 
out of consideration the accidtut* of sea¬ 
sons, against winch human precaution u.is 
of no avail, was to encourage the tanner 
to cultivate as much o i the sod as he 
cgald. If he had an oppoiimuly ol de¬ 
posing of that surplus pioduce which he 
drew from ins farm m a year of abundant e, 
the const qnonce wound be, that hr would 
not cultivate to the same extent the* m M 
year, and thus out of plenty would an**** 
the causes of future scarcity. To pievt m 
the possible recurrence of thus#* 1 ciljim. 
ties was the real object of the bill, an d not, 
ns the noble Earl had stated, to liuse tho 
price of corn bv creating an intentional 
and artificial scarcity. As to the noble 
Earl’s idea of establishing warehouses, as 
he hud not gone sufficient!v mto the de¬ 
tails of Ins plan, it was impossible for him 
either to disagree ox eomude with him. 
Possibly such a syfetf-m might have been 
advantageously employed m Geneva, m 
Switzerland^,.in Holland, or m niher small 
state, but he was apprehensive it would 
not answer in a country possessing tho 
wealth and population of England. It was 
proposed by the bill, that a boitqtv should 
be, granted on the cxpoitauon of com, 
when the average price of it should hr un¬ 
reasonably low; that the exportation of it 
should be permitted when the a\uiag« 
price even became higher; but ih.it 
whenever it should attain a cm tain 
price, which was considered as tend* 
ing to scarcity, then exportation should 
be absolutely prohibited. Again* when¬ 
ever H should get up to that pruc, im¬ 
portation should be permitted. Bv tho-e 
regulations, it was to l>e hoped that the 
}*riCie$ would be kept tolerably steady; 
that great fluctuations would be prevented; 
that the farmer would have a reasonable 
chance for a fair profit upon his indu»iiy ; 
and that agriculture would be encouraged, 
i which experience had shewn to be the best 
security agama scarcity. The present «ai 
qot the time to disturb our whole internal 
system^ and to make innovations upon 
the corn laws; which, whether w isely or 
*wtt f he would not then debatt, had grown 
. Up within the last 100 years, and were con¬ 
sidered by many us ihd immediate cause 
of the national prosperity.-—lh& lordship 
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then combated the argument of the noble 
Earl, that scarcity had been produced by 
the wars in which the country had been 
engaged, and endeavoured to prove, by a 
reference to the report of the committee, 
that the average prices of corn; foe the last 
30 years, were not greater in thneofWar, 
than in the corresponding yeareof peaces; 
His Lordship concluded, by voting for the 
‘2<l reading of the bill, .which he-rogarddd' 
as a most important improvement upon thd 
system of laws- for Wp* regulation of tee 
corn trade, . . 

Earl Stanhope said, -be would not* by « 
round-about way, move as an amendment* 
“that this bill be read a 2d tlnft thla dtiy 
3 months," but such was bis abhoneurirof 
it, that be-would; move;; 
jected,” .' • ' 

The Lord Cktmelkfr said, he didnotsee 
bow this question- could be 'pufctwtthonf' 
moving that the other words bereft out; > 
Earl Stanhope said, them were t«TO ways 
of making an amendment; which jse cohid 
shew, from the journals 
had antecedently proved. The-one was 
by leaving out words for tfee pirilMiSeef 
inserting others.; the other, ,by inserting 
words in order that others might be left 
out. He moved,* tlierefore, that the Word 
“ rejected," be kwerted-after'tjys' yfjtnd'li*.* 
The Lord Chancellor said; h* now On* 
derstood the rndanittg»of-,'tto»;hd^': i '^ < ^' 
and read the question as moVedV".; - ■ ,}'v 

The Bishop of St. then dose, and 
spoke to the'folio i'ing 
lords, I am one of those Who tbinkwe havelj 
been induced to legislate ftfrther In the 
case of corn than is ? co«sistent wlth.-Claie 
policy, or calculated to promote'the al 
interests of the communif^, ;1 tbtnfc.Jitlh'Sil' 
the legislature .would in this cater ap .ha .all.’ 
others which- concern matters of trade, aet! 
most wisely by leaving 
articles, to fiadiMk 

difference lies between th*ttarto-extrospeii:df 
very low prices, 'add: «?• 

In the latter, ease,-'the: loi«ro»hl^##f v W3 

people sufler'e?8trome^ : i j’'iid''W l|^pp^l|il% 
farmers or 
ferers. I adtQijt 

both these extremes' should; ifgdtoM*-. II] 
avoided ; but I think-that'neither 
can be fairly deduced to be of ajSSth^sirahit 
nature. fa some year* itp' , ltsii^s|f^p! , ; , 
seen instances where the price bf ce r t «&*; 
so very low,' that it was scarcely worth- ri* j 
labour and expence attending^ Ik; 'ittd: ! ai- 
such the farmer bad ho inducemeat to Ottl-t 


tlvateit. In other years; ws have again 
seen corn* particularly Wheat, at so very 
high a price,:that 1 the farmers must have 
derived very considerable profits from it, 
and, taking throe, on* against the other, ( 
conceive that the average will be found to. 
be -'snchiiav.mdh^O difc i t ur rage ''Ai^fMwsr 
1 from his accustomed pursuit of cultivating 
tire growth of covrnMy lords, whdre thero 
■jitje-a great many mouths that 'hW ;: 'b«mi. 
: ; yecustofined'to eatihreted, there rnustbO 
'A correspondent demand for corn; arid 
therefore the legislature ought to be parti* 
eplatly careful, that in any* acts they pftsd 
>:0'ti 4hm'kuhject, ■ they do not take any step 
which may ,tend to drive, the corn out of 
t^ country; ' In k my opinion, my' lords, 1 
ftMjjf shbnfd.itather 'endeavour to devise 
means of preserving the superabundance 
of a-plentiful year, in ordeato answer the 
-failure which may take place ip the ease of 
I a yearof comparative scarcity. And here, 

- pay lordS r I pat«iot but notice that the Ob* 
servatious of thh noble Earl (Stanhope) 
respecting public graiarie?* have riot, id 
my oplMkm; been sufficiently ansvsered r by 
the noble sec. of state. The noble sec. of 
state has said, that the example of such 4 
State as that of the small republic of Ge¬ 
neva Could apt be* adopted 5 to the’ interests 
of a great nation; like the united kingdom# 
of G. Britain and Ireland, '■ In this respect, 

: licust, titty lardi,- inoline tq tbe opinionof 
’ijlwsbliit 'Iter 1 anA-Httwir sn^^cicMHMkMDk t» 

. example 

the practice 

■■ -isPa^V#e4ro^k' ’ ,*o‘ the antho- 

|rity!'tof ^ij^|hhsf-e : hi(h4nt;,write'rs 5 'oh’ the re 
rnnwti af ibv V'.vcuans;-: we shall find that 
fam -us* of‘.the same 'practice ot 
a^d' : p^^4ng.--theit* .'corn-jnf grams*' 
^reaiffyanf, Wa* 
'0mm ,this'*'itt^r'that.'-'the, corn row 
iet-r-Osl^d l 'jn#trth j t«0f perfeet ! idrjteesS' f iui 
['the mtfj, tbe^relty df 

■ wir-^afi'phi. 
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price of c<$rn, and, from that, adopting a 
system of exportation and' importation. 1 
am afraid, as I said before, that we have 
gone too fajr on that subject, and I have, 
therefore, thought it necessary to trouble 
yoor lordships with these observations. 

The Duke of Clarence said, he had lis¬ 
tened with particular attention and satis¬ 
faction to the noble sec of state, while he 
detailed those observations which he might 
recollect, became the subject of his con¬ 
versation more than once with the noble 
lord and a noble earl, a near relative of 
his (the Earl of Liverpool), whom he now 
regretted he did not see in his place, lie 

* was proud to hear the noble sec. convey to 

# their lordships, in so clear and impulsive 
a manner, sentiments in which lie con¬ 
curred respecting one of tin* most im¬ 
portant interests of the country. Every 
syllable the noble lord had uttered, he 
fully coincided in, ayd he was persuaded, 
that it was only by acting upon those prin¬ 
ciples, that the subsistence of the people 
of the united kingdom could be secured 
beyond all risks, but those that might be 
produced .by the vicissitudes of bad sea¬ 
sons.—The question was then put on thq 
amendment, when the contents were, 1— 
non conlcnts 21. The original question 
was then put and carried, and the bill was 
ordered to he committed to-uiorrow,— 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, July 16 . 

[Mitcutes/J—L ord Mur&lmm presented 
a petition Irom Cyprian Will lock, who had 
been committed to Newgate, for prevari¬ 
cation before the Middlesex Election com¬ 
mittee, expressing contrition for his of¬ 
fence, aud praying to he discharged out of 
custody. On the motion of Lord Mar- 
sham, lie was ordered to be brought up cm 
Wednesday, m order to be discharged,— 
The house, in a committee, heard wit** 
nesses on Tighc’s Divorce bill; when the 
Speaker observed that them wore certain 
parties concerned in that bdl, whoj&e pre¬ 
sence was necessary; that the notice re¬ 
quiring their attendance bad not been sent 
ofTtill Saturday v and that;-ns; they had to 
ccuue all the way? frafri • Chester* H wdUld 
not he possible for thefp to hf p3Pe$dht that 
oay ; he therefore movqd, il iW ihe chtyir* 
man report progress ordered, and 
com m\ ttee’* w as ,or<fo.red ,td sit ; agalh 
nun row.— Hats 'Woolwfch Ordn&hCfi f bftl ; 
the Accountant Gc^cruEs bill; the Eng- 


UT 1 6 , 1$04.— Minnies* r flOJ? 

lish Vote of Credit bill; the Irish Vote of 
Credit bill, and the London Docks bill, 
were read a Jd time, ano passed.—A pm - 
son from the Mint, brought up an account 
of the quantity ot silver bullion brought 
there, and the quantity of silver coined 
there, from the l$)th ol March J/})/ T t<» 
the 25th of Dec. 1803. Ordered to lie on 
the table.—The Consolidated Fund bill, 
and the Bahama Islands Salt Expuitalmu 
bill, were reported, and ordered to be hm<I 
a 3d time to-morrojfe.—In considering the 
amendments made uy the Loids m the 
Felons^ Apprehension bill.—The Speak*, r 
observed, there was one in that ( lau.se ok 
the bill which went to regulate the uiodt. ot 
defraying the ex peaces of apprehending 
felons who should pass from Ireland to (». 
Britain. The amendment was to defray the 
cxpetice of apprehending those parsing 
from G. Britain to Iieland, and it was one 
of such si nature, as infringed on the pri\ i • 
leges of tile house. But it appealed horn 
the preamble of the bill, that such a pro¬ 
vision was to have been made: and ll tin* 
house thought that what the Lords had 
done was in furtherance of the intentions 
of the commons, thev would then :itev 
to the amendment.—The question was then 
put, and the amendment was agreed to. 
The Speaker then observed, that this pi<>- 
weeding was conformable to tin* rules and 
usages of the house ; but that in older to 
guard agamst any apprehension or error, 
it would be necessary to make a special 
entry of the case on the journals.—Mr. 
Williams, from the Board ol Naval In¬ 
quires pi ('Rented the bth repoit oi the 
Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, which 
was ordered to lie on the table and to he 
printed.—On tht: motion ol the A Horn* v 
General, the bill for the more ctft dual ad¬ 
ministration of Justice was rt ad a 2d time, 
and ordered for commitment to-monow. 
—On the motion of Lord Caalluvagh, the 
order of the day for taking mto further con¬ 
sideration the report ot the Committee on 
the E. India Accounts, was postponed till 
Thursday next. The reason of his post¬ 
poning this order, lib lordship said, was, 
that there were certain papers he would 
move fuftA 0 ' be laid , before the house, 
which would, he was persuaded, satisfy an 
hon, gent, who had dittoed from him on 
this subject, ancLwho was not now in lus 
place. His lordship gave* notice, there*, 
fore, that on Thursday next he would move 
for certaid acfcounls relative to India.— 
Mr, fluskisson presented an account ol tho 



1055] V ARL. DEBATES,'July Iff, Force Amendment Bill, * 


balances in the hands ofgthe Receiver- 
General of the Assessed Tsraes of G. Bri¬ 
tain on the 5 th c^f July, 1803, Much was 
ordered to lid on the? table ftnd be printed, 
—On the motion of Mr. Huskjsson, the 
house took into farther consideration the 
report of the Stamp Duties bill. The'se¬ 
veral amendments were agreed to, and the 
bill ordered tO be re&d a 3d time to¬ 
morrow.—The London Dock Warehous¬ 
ing bill was read a 3d time, and passed-— 
The Irish Treasury Bills bill wad read & 3d 
time and passedIVfL Alexander brought 
up the report of the Irish Revenue Regula¬ 
tion bill. On the question being pit'thit: 
the amendments be read a- second time,, 
Mr. Hutchinson rose to' object to the 
measure as oue that had, he conceived, «p 
tendency to promote the interests of Ire¬ 
land. It Would bear hard, he said, along 
with another bill now before the bousb, on 
the Irish distillers. He cornplafoed also, 
that the Irish distillers had not had time to 
remonstrate agaiust those ttietisuresj they 
hfiung been taken, hi some degree, by 
surprise. He complained also* that the 
exportation of spirits Was not permit¬ 
ted from Ireland in vessels of less that* & 
hundred tons, whereas in Scotland, it was 
permitted to export in vessels of frbtn 
srumty to a hundred. The distiller^ he 
contended, should be. permitted to import 
into this country any quantity. They had 
expected, he said, this advantage from the: 
union, and a greater capital had been con< 
acquentiy engaged in that trade. Shppfo 
any loss, therefore, be occasioned by sub¬ 
sequent regulations, some provision ought 
to be* made for compensation. H#sub-> 
mi tied to the hon. gent.nyho had brought 
forward this measure, how far it might Si • 
proper to delay the period of its copimejttce-' 
m«ut.—The amendments were then read a 
2d time, and the bill ofdered^to be i^iead a 
3d time to-morrow. ♦ ' 

[Additional Fouce Amendment 
Bill]— On the motion that this billy^ 
read a 3d time, ^ t ' ' 

Col. Crattford rose, he said, in ‘order<ta. 
ask a question of the right hdn.:gent. 
posite to him. This bill had tee&\'ifctjro-; 
duced in order to remove all dOuP^e^ftt^. 
ing in a former act relative to'pti^eM^ipgy 
land’s for the purpose of erecting fortifier 
tions; he wished, therefore, to 
the introduction of such a bill at this file 
period of the session, it was intended to 
proceed to the erection of any particular 


fortifications or military works, against the 
next session of parliament! 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, * 
that the legislature had already thought 
proper to grant powers for that purpose ; 
but these not being su ft] c i e n tly e Xplicit, the 
present act was intended to amend and 
render this more effective. These im¬ 
provements were therefore introduced! 
upon general grounds, and had no refer* 
once to any particular procedure. im { 
Col. Cranford then said, that if hi* 
Majesty's ministers had any object in con¬ 
templation, he should certainly think it; 
his duty id move, that an account of the 
dxpenoes thereof should be laid before par- 
liameut. It w$s eCf fomljrthe duty of mi¬ 
nisters to inform ®te house of their inten¬ 
tions,, in order thut the necessary expenceC 
might be provided,, and the public money 
not, voted away without the consent of par-* 
liament, upon a piop^r estimate, so fares 
tlie same could be made .up. He suspected 
thhtsome woffesfof that nature had already 
been erected dpring the present war, with- 
out &by such estimates being put in. . v , r 
' Sir W, Pallet^ said, that as his Majes,-; 
ty's Chancellor the Exchequer had just 
now told the bouse, that the present bill, 
was brought in only upon general grounds, 
he was led to imagine, that no particular 
exertion was to he; looked for before the 
meeting of parliament next session. Ho 
thought, that from the conduct of ministers 
themselves, the general opinion of the 
country had, been pf late greatly relaxed, 
as to the apprehension of invasion. His 
Majesty's foimsters^ unless they had really 
good reasons for thinking the, dangers not 
so pressing, Ought, on the contrary, to 
have endeavoured to have kept up the zeal, 
public spirit, and energy of, the country# 
We certamiy Ifotf v b«en making g*$afc 

prepartions, hiut.fte migbt f ask, had not the 
enetny also bbenjmaking vast preparations, 
so as to keep pace Mfo us. in every parti¬ 
cular? On the wboje, he was led to ima-, 

not it f his pre- 
"awake -to,-a just # 
i^ose. of its dihgefai 1 . * 1 ,, ,' . fi 

' understood;, , 
.fortifications Were , 
.thought; foem' vetjtv 

$*P ut *r* 

Jtd s faxdw wte ? ^w^,j.pfons as 

hid bee&fortofw 

borJ gent. himself, had not beiit earned 
into effect. r . j t , ^ * -fr . ' 
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The C&mcetlor of the Exchequer said, 
Be had never meant to assert, as the hon*, 

■ tart, insinuated he had done, that all detn-J 
ger of invasion was over. He certainly 
thought that considerable progress had 
been made to bring forward our for be to a i 
State of as great perfection as possible;! 
and he trusted, that out means of taping so 
were yet increasing* He should be sorry 
to find auy person imagine that our present 
situation did not still require our utmost 
energy and exertion* Uporithe very last 
application for a vote of credit* the coun¬ 
try had been represented as in very great 
danger* He could assure the hem. gent, 
opposite to him* that he had not changed 
Bis mind as to the necessity of using every ; 
means lie had formerly approved of for the 
defence of the country* and that every 
. tiling that could possibly be suggests! by 
the most skijfh! military men would be at¬ 
tended to,—The biR was then read a 3d 
time and passed. 

[Irish Spirits Warehousing Bij.l ] 
—Oil the order of the day* for the com¬ 
mittee on the Irish Spirits Warehousing biy. 

Col. Hutchinson said, since this subject 
was discussed before, be had received 
communications from distillers in Ireland, 
stating* that they were liable to be ag¬ 
grieved by the measure. Many had, since 
the union* speculated on those advantages 
which were now about to be taken away; 
and one house had. vested the sum of 
86001. in such a speculation ; perhaps it 
knight hereafter be fit to Consider how far 
these parties were entitled to a compensa¬ 
tion. ■ ,;V ' ! ^ ' ' 1 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, if 
persons had thought prop©* to speculate in 
•urns of money, on thi strength of what 
they might gain in consequence, of the act 
of union, that wui ptp groihid ivby any un¬ 
reasonable advauta§&3, v^hich they might 
have enjoyed, should be cdhtmued anv 
longer.—The house then resolved itself 
into a committee on the bill. >( 

CoJ. Hutchinson oiT for 

6 weeks longer* the p^fiod at which ttfo: 
bill was to Jake «#®ct" 5™ 
pbsed by , , - ‘ > 't 

Mr* QtmsW^$ && to 

vantage to 

■ spirit, 1 poi 

layed ^ujfbh avojd^d, 

—The WyKa;;^|M8ithe, comiptttoewsmd 
^’oxdeteil. tcijbe receive# to 
momkWt^Adjouri^d. * ; 

ifct'. - •’' 


1 H(^5E OF CORDS. 

Tuesday) Jufy 1 7 . 

[Minutks.^—T heCifil List, Ordnance, 
and Adjutant General’s Office Franking, 
and the Poultry Compter bills, were read 
l a 3d time and passed.—The London De¬ 
fence bill, and the Irish Vote of Credit, 
with several private bills, were brought up 
from the Common's, and read a first time. 
—On the motion of the Duke of Clarence, 
the order of the day for going into a com¬ 
mittee on the Insolvent Debtors’ bill, was 
postponed until Thureday next.—The 
Lord Chaucellor, in the appeal from the 
court of sessions in Scotland, brought by 
; Arrot v Keir and others, after a few obser¬ 
vations, moved that the judgment of the 
court below should be affirmed. 

[Cuitj* Trade Bixl.]—T he order of 
the day being read for the house to resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole house 
on the Corn Trade bill, 

Earl Stanhope moved, according to the 
prayer of the petition of Mr. Chalmer, 
which had been on their lordships’ table 
some days, that the said Mr. Chalmer be 
heard by himself or counsel. 

JLord IIaxvktshury opposed this, on the 
ground, that no individual had a right to be 
board against a hill, merely because his in¬ 
terest was affected, without staling how 
his individual interest was likely to be in¬ 
jured by the operation of the bill. It was 
apt enough for any one to say, that his in¬ 
terest was affected, because it affected the 
trade in which he was concerned. If this 
was allowed, it would be impossible to 
bring forward with effect any bill of regu¬ 
lation, because the interests of one person 
| nr another must always be affected by such 
i bills in' a cerfaiu degree, 
j The fcord Chancellor said, it was hi* 
wish, in all bilk which passed through that 
house, the utmost latitude should be given, 
that could wjth propriety, to every person 
being fairly and impartially heard against a 
bill by which his individual interest might 
be affected. j n the present instance, he 
; did not think it would be proper to hear 
the petitioner, either by himself or counsel, 
in the stage in which the bill then was. lie 
thought, however, there was a middle path 
which inight be pursued, by which the pe- 
titiouer might have the*same advantage as 
if he was heard now, The house might 
agree to* he should be heard in some fur- 
ture stage of the bill. On the report, for 
instance; and he might in the mean time 
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f n■prut rt ‘mpplementrtrv petition, stilting 
liuu, and in ub.rt nnmnn, his individual 
interest \va^ utleitcd by the bill. 

Earl Sfanhnp- olyneied to ihis. lie saw 
no reason, h»*. s.nd* l(u deterring the hear¬ 
ing oi this petition lo a future uage ot the 
bill. lit* bad a positive objc< Imii to it ; for, 
as the master now Mood, if the pot!Holier 
was (maid, it might bn th it hi a case would 
nun ant an alteration m thy bill ; whereas, 
ll it was postponed to a inline .Mage, such 
silteiation oonla not bo made : besides, he 
laid it tight, it” the present peftion \va& not 
board, kjv produced no ellect, toother ano¬ 
ther petition m a subsequent stage ul the 
bill, and hi* could denvo all the advantage 
vv inch the noble and leairul loid mi ant 
to give him, t von a I tor the present petition 
should be lie«i(L 1 b j wnhed, however, to 
take the souse oi the house on tins matter, 
as it would enable hint to regulate bis pro¬ 
ceeding next session on t!ie question oi the 
slave trade ; and, thoieioro, though he 
would not, divide the house, he would take 
the souse <i { it on the question. 

The Duke oi CVrOfv/tvsaiJjhc Imd paid the 
utmost attention (o this business, and was 
rurpnsed to hud that the unldo call had 
not brought it, forward on the d l reading 
of the bill. 'The petition, be found, went 
th.rcth againM the principle of the bill, 
and, as such, was not proper to be brought, 
forward in the commit tec. It should have 
been on the Cd leading, or jl might be 
heard either on the icporl, or against the 
3.1 \\ ulmg ot the Inil. He should, theie- 
oppose the* [>t tit ion la mg heard in the 
pn eii l instance.— The qm Minn that the 
ftliiioncr be lieard bv himself or coupmT 
was then put and negatived. After which 
the home lv-ohed itself into a comnitttee 
on the hill, m the course of winch several 
amendment severe made to the bill. The 
bill was irported with the* amendments, 
and the repot L ordered to be taken into 
* on deration to-morrow.—‘Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMON’S. 

Tuesday , Ju t\/ 1 ~. 

[Minutfs.]—T he bill to regulate the 
issue ot Habeas Corpus ad test [fie an dim, 
was ipponetl, and ordered to be read a 3d 
time to-morrow.—‘The Nassau bait Ex¬ 
portation b.ll was lead a 3d time and 
passed.—Tighe's Divorce bill went through 
% committee, in which witness were ex- 
Vol. II a 


rt mined, and counsel were heard* as to the 
iduiteiy. '1 hr '(.port was received, agreed 
>o, J thi' bill read a 3d time and passed* 
— A message f om the Lords stated then* 
lord’-laps’ .ts-unt to the Civil List bill, the 
f v *uiu ierunastci General, dec. Trunking bill, 
the lush bmall Notes Regulation bill, the 
Poultry Compter Pnsomins Removal bill, 
and the Southwsnk Lighting imd Paving 
bill.—-'i he Irish Oihces Fees Regulation 
bill was committed, and the report was 
ordeied to bo brought up to-morrow.— 
Lord Mar^ham moved the order of the 
day lor the Iarlher consideration of the 
report of the committee upon the last 
Middlesex election. Upon the order be¬ 
ing ie;ui, the noble lord stated, that as 
the miuuieo of the evidence takan be foie 
the committee, relative to the conduct of 
the slieidis, ueie not yet printed, and as 
it was impossible that they could be ready 
in due time at this late punod of the ses- 
v iou, to (uiabie the house fairly and fully 
lo examine this important subject, Iuj 
would propose to postpone the faitlitT 
con.-uieration of it till the next session. 
The noble lord then moved the following 
i t's-alulion 4 ': 1st, “ That it appeals to the 
house, that it would be too late to pro¬ 
ceed to the faithdr consideration of this 
leport m the present session of parlia¬ 
ment. Cd, That it will be highly expe¬ 
dient to proceed to the (ai tiier considera¬ 
tion of the sairt) as ^ariy as possible in 
the next session/’ These resolutions were 
adopted, and the order of course dis* 
‘chained.—The In&h Revenue Regulation 
bill was read a 3d time and passed.—The 
report of the committee upon the 1 risti 
Warehousing Spnit bill was brought up, 
agreed to, and the bill ordeied to be read 
a 3d tune tu-rrsorrovv.—Mr. Iluskisson 
moved, that the adjourned debate on the 
finance resolutions should be Iarlher post¬ 
poned to '1 hursday next. Oideied.—Mr. 
Huskisson presented a return of the qua- 
hiicalions of deputy lieu tenants ot coun¬ 
ties, pursuant to act of parliament. Or¬ 
deied to lie oil the table; also, accounts 
of the number of captains in the militia 
not quahlied; also, an account of the ar¬ 
rears and current balances of the excise, 
from J*p. 1SU3. Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

[In eta Budget.]*—M r. Princep seeing 
th* nolle lord in his place, to whom the 
priifcipil direction of the affairs of the E. 
India Gwmpanv wer$ committed, rose to 

3 X ' % 
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ask, whcdier it would not be for the con¬ 
venience of the house, and the full under¬ 
standing of the subject, that the papers 
which were necessary to the farther dis¬ 
cussion of the India budget, should be 
laid on the table before Thursday, the 
day on which that discussion was fixed, 
in order that those papers should be in 
the contemplation of the house, and that 
members who were disposed to deliver 
their opinions upon the interesting ques¬ 
tion to which they referred, shouid come 
forward prepared to speak upon their me¬ 
rits, With a view to this he submitted it 
to the candour of the noble lord, whether 
it would not be right to present these pa¬ 
pers this evening ? 

Lord Castlercagk stated, that the pa¬ 
pers relative to the subject to wliich the 
hon. member alluded, were not quite 
ready. He had also to mention that his 
mind was not yet made up as to the pre¬ 
cise accounts which ought to be submitted 
to the house upon this occasion, but on 
Thursday lie should be prepared to bring 
them forward. 

[Vou/vrKEU Oj’kjcf.us Bill,] —The 
Attorney General i-aid, that as an opinion 
laid gone abroad, justified, in a great 
measure, by the words of the late Volun¬ 
teer ('onsjlidation act, that officers of 
volunteer eoips, who received the march¬ 
ing guineas for men going on permanent 
duty, &c. woe to be considered as public 
accoinptimt*, and therefore liable to be 
called on by the commissioners for audit¬ 
ing public at counts, which must be at¬ 
tended with great inconvenience to those 
gent, he felt it his duty to move for leave 
to bring in a bill to explain the act alluded 
to upon this point. 

Mr. Giles suggested to the learned gent, 
the propriety of introducing into this act 
Borne clause to remove the doubts which 
prevailed as to the power of assessing the 
quota to be furnished, by each parish under 
the Additional Force act. According to 
the provisions of the supplementary mili¬ 
tia, and army of reserve acts, a deduction 
was to be made in the quotas of parishes, 
according to the number of balloted mep 
belonging to vpbuteer corps in each pa¬ 
rish. The Additional Forjce act a which 
professed to be founded ppon a similar* 
principle, although it superseded the ope¬ 
ration of those acts, was in his judgment 
defective, and required kn alteration ufon 
the point he referred to. ## 



The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
there was no necessity *w hate ver lor the 
alteration which the lefrned member re¬ 
commended, as it must appear, from a 
full consideration of the terms of tuc act, 
that in fixing the quota for each parish, 
reference w f as to be always hud to the 
number of volunteers it furnished.—-The 
motion was agreed to, and a bill brought 
in to explain the said act, so fur as it re¬ 
lates to money received by the officers of 
volunteer corps, for the use of such corps, 
and that such officers shall not be deemed 
public accoinptants, &c. The bill wa* 
read a 1st and 2d time, and committed for 
to-morrow. 

St a mi* Duties Bill.] —On the order 
of the day for the 3d reading of the Stamp 
Duties bill, 

Mr. Ftmhlanquc rose to state, that he 
had heard nothing ajtahiced dtiring the 
progress of the bifi^r"#1h.iefi could induce 
him to tjjpttk; th$ measure could in any 
respect f5e justiffed, especially that part of 
it which relates to the, tax on law proceed¬ 
ings. lie thought, therefore, he was bound 
in duty to oppose it in this its*last stage. 
1 he hon, and learned gent, then went <m 
to recapitulate the arguments he had re- 
voral times used against the bill, and con¬ 
cluded by giving it his decided negative. 

Mr. IVilberjorce staled, that he had re¬ 
ceived a petition from some of his consti¬ 
tuents to present to the house against the 
provisions ol tins bill, respecting promis¬ 
sory notes and bills of exchange ot a small 
^amount; but lie was aware that he could 
not present any petition against a tax bih 
He would, however, read tins petition as 
a part of his speech. 

The Speaker submitted to the judgment 
of the hon. member, whether it would be 
competent to any member, according to 
established usage, to read a petition which 
he was not permitted to present. Such a 
proceeding did not appear as at all con¬ 
sonant to the substance of the order which 
precluded the admission of such petition. 

, Air. lVilbcrforee resumed and stated, 
ft)at the petition he referred to was from 
the traders of Yorkshire, whose capitals 
were small, and whose transactions would 
be much impeded and injured by the pro¬ 
posed advance of taxation; an advance 
which by no means applied fairly, as the 
tax upon bills from 1001. to 2001. was to 
be only 4s. while that upon bills of from 
5l. to 30l. was to be Is, (id. The hon. 
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g« iU % strongly recommended to ministoi- 
Xo re-consider this subject, and hot th;i 
to a^ruvate the faculties which the smat 
capitalists m lilt* woollen trade Inn! to con 
t'md wrh. 

Tiie Chancellor of the ExcJuqncr was 
sure licit, upon a hirlher consideration ol 
this subject, the. objections stated by the 
petitioners alluded to, however respectable 
they were, would be found erroneous 
Promissory notes, he said, would not be 
ulltvted, as would appear tro’m a review of 
the Schedule, to a just examination of 
which he referred those who were disposed 
to object to the measure. 

Mr. JVilhcr force said, that the apprehen¬ 
sion of the mischievous tendency of the 
tax he referred to, was very generally felt 
among the industrious and respectable 
persons to whom he alluded. 

Mr. IVindkam argued against the bill on 
the same grounds as on a former occasion, 
and expressed his regret that he had not been 
able to procure a copy of the treatise (Mr. 
Bcnthnm’s) to which he had before advert¬ 
ed, and where he was sure, both from what 
lie remembered of the work, and what he 
knew of the writer, there would be many 
good arguments to this point, beyond 
those winch he or others had urged. "These 
were indeed sufficient fully to decide his 
opinion, and to make him glad to avail 
himself of this opportunity, as he had 
done of a preceding one, to mark his 
hostility to the measure. There were two 
parts of the bill to which he meant parti¬ 
cularly to object; that which levied a tax 
directly upon one class of people, the 
attornics; and that which went generally 
to tax law proceedings. To tax a parti¬ 
cular class of people, except upon the 
idea that the tax was not to rest with 
them, but through them to pass to the 
community at large, was so repugnant to 
evoiy principle of justice or policy, that 
it was unnecessary to argue against it. 
It was a mere robbery, and could proceed 
upon no principle but that of there is the 
money, and there we will go to get it. 
The only pretext for the tax could be, 
that it would be levied upon the clients; 
and that as all men were liable to become 
clients, it was, in fact, a general tax. In 
this view it came under the other general 
head of a tax on law proceedings; where 
certainly the character of it was not much 
mended; for any thing more unjust or 
impolitic, more contrary to all principle, 
than a ta$ upon law proceedings, could not 


be corner* ' ■ n ft • h ; ";■ * m- 

which mi* huivt;,«. , .* • n > * jl 

'n which il.cv were m t . * , 1 
Hns might soui'-timea be n< < * , : 

it was always to a c.cgice object. . 1 
was never good, as he had had uvea* i 
ie:nark lately on a different subject b 
bill for the disfranchisement of the ‘ 
rough of Aylfsbuiy), to mix m lo/'da- 
tion objects of a separate and independent 
character, so as to leave toe motive of the 
legislature doubtfuL It was desirable Lo 
have it known, how much was done lor tax, 
and how much for regulation ; that what 
might be called the public motive, might 
stand clear of that which might be called the 
interested one. B^t in this instance, there 
was not a pretence for talking of regulation. 
By whom had the happy discovery been 
made, that law proceedings were too cheap ? 
He could understand the possibility of 
surh a case ; or rather that if the case 
existed, the inconvenience of it would be 
great. No greater evil could be con¬ 
ceived, than a state of things in, which 
every man might institute suits ug mist his 
neighbour at no expence or hazard. No 
man's property would be at rest for a 
moment. Twenty Westminster Halls, sit¬ 
ting every day, and all day long, would 
not suffice for the litigation of Loudon 
alone. But surely this was a state of 
things of which we were in no great dan¬ 
ger. \yhat had been done by the legisla¬ 
ture already, wlutt was sure to be done at 
all times by others without that assistance, 
might exempt us from the appichension of 
being ruined by the cheapness of law. We 
might safely trust ourselves, in that re¬ 
spect, to the 'learned profession itself, 
which would take ample rare that men 
should not go to law for nothing. U was. 
perfectly idle to say, therefore, that any 
interference of the legislature was neces¬ 
sary in that view. But if a tax upon law 
was not necessary to guard against the 
danger of law becoming too cheap, was 
there not a fear that such an addition to 
the expences already attending these pro¬ 
ceedings, might render them too dear * 
It was notorious that it must be so. 'Che 
evil existed to a degree already which re¬ 
quired # no new circumstance to intlame 
it. The expepces ol law were already a 
denial of justice in#many instances to the 
jx>or, and sometimes, it was to bq fea ed* a 
moans of oppression in the hauds of the 
l ien* This, to a certain degree, was una* 
voidable. It was inherent in the nature of 
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things, afid could be no subject, there¬ 
fore, of rational complaint: but it might 
well be a subject of complaint, if we wan- 
tqnlv and unnecessarily should think fit to 
aggravate the evil. It was quite ridicu¬ 
lous, if, while we were boasting that in 
this country the courts of law were open 
to every one, we should be fortifying the 
reply that had been made to that observa¬ 
tion, “ aye, so i? the London 'Tavern, to those 
who are not afraid of the bill/' This was 
conclusive as to the propriety of such a 
tax, even supposing it to be in other re¬ 
spect*' right. But the whole principle* o,f 
it whs wrong, independent of the degree, 
and of the effects which it might inci¬ 
dentally produce. To tax law was, as 
had been well observed, to tax necessa¬ 
ries. It wub to tax, not the properly, hut 
the means by which the piopcrty was to 
be acquired, Thu m a degree, and indi¬ 
rectly must, to be sure, often he done. A 
tn < upon qne thing might be said to affect 
indirectly t|m puce of every other. But 
in genera], the object of taxation was to 
levy h contribution on the property when 
posseted, and not to bear upon the means 
of acquiring it. You did not directly tax j 
the smith’s hummer* or the carpenter’s 
saw, though a tax upon iron, or upon 
shipping, might indirectly, and in some 
depute, a fleet the price of those articles. 
This was au argument which he had used 
lmuiy years ago upon the shop-tax, and 
winch, he must slid think, was well found¬ 
ed. A man's shop was the implement of his 
trade. Though law was not, strictly speak¬ 
ing, the implcuif nt of trade to any but law¬ 
yers, it Was to many the means or implement 
of acquiring that which ought, above all 
things, to be considered, uarm ly, the 
property to which they already possessed 
the right. It was no answer to this to 
flay, that the tax fell only on those who 
had not the right, namely, 011 the party 
who lost his suit, that the expences of the 
other were paid out of the costs : besides 
that the costs granted never covered the 
whole expence, who could mean to as¬ 
sert, that the merits of a cause, apd its 
success, were to be considered as one 
end the same ? Our law supposed no 
such tiling. \Ve bad the institution, as 
all other countries had, of tribunals ot 
appeal, being tribunals founded on the 
4uppositipn, that former decisions, how* 
ever cautiously and conscientiously made, 
OTgbt be wrong. This might Imppofi even 
the question), submitted suems- 
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ively to the two tribunals, as in the 
case of appeal, were prtfni&ely the same; 
but how often must tlfe fact be, that 
from accident or mismanagement, from 
the defect of evidence, from the absence 
of witnesses, from the loss ot papers, from 
want of timely information or of judi- 
clous advice, the case submitted to tho 
tribunal in the, first instance was not the 
true one, arm could not decide, therefore, 
on the real merits of the cau^e. After 
ail, w r as net cause fit to be tried, that was 
not found ultimately to have the merits 
on its side? Were the parties to be bound 
under a penalty rightiy to decide on their 
impofeet and partial information and with 
then* defective judgments, that question on 
which men the most enlightened, alter a 
hearing of both sides, were found often to 
fjiflTer Vi thmr opinions ? Every man, it was 
true, came mto*a court of justice under 
that risk; but was it fit, that that risk 
should be unnecessarily aggravated ? It 
was the case of the old tribunal at Lyons, 
mentioned by a classical author, where 
the penalties were such, as 10 make tho 
situation of a suitor there a provcibial 
instance of fear. 

- T -Si c 

-Palliiit, ut midis pr^sis qui r.drilms aj»£urm, 

Ant LujrduRemain rhetor dictuius ad arazn. 

How many must be deterred from entering 
mlo a, court of justice under such risks, 
even with all the merits of tho cause on 
theiri-ide; and, what was not less to the 
purpose, hoiv many even ot professional 
men (nttornies he meant), who would 
now sometimes undertake a cause, which 
they thought well of, at their own n-k, 
would lie deterred from the undertaking, 
when the loss on failure must he so very 
heavy? But of all the extraordinary justi¬ 
fications or apologies for this measure that 
were ever thought of, was that of a learned 
gent, the other night, who bid us re cal to 
our recollection, that the tax in question 
did not extend to that part of our law 
which was vested in the hands of justices 
of the peace and other magistrates ! Wo 
were to be reconciled to the obstruction of 
justice in civil suits, by the facility of its 
execution in the case of penal statutes! 
A man was to console himself for the loss 
of his estate, by the reflection that ano¬ 
ther might with great facility be commit* 
ted to prison ! Nay, the merit of the idea 
did not stop even there, for as the person 
himself might be the object of the law m 
both iu operation?, the real state of it** 
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ca*e was, that a man should be consoled 
for the loss of property, by reflecting 
that he himself d|ight with great ease be 
committed to prison. The case was not un¬ 
likely to happen ; for the very want of that 
property, which these increased expences 
made it impossible for the owner to re¬ 
cover, might be precisely the means of 
plunging *him into distress, and thereby 
pro* iiring him the benefit of that free ope¬ 
ration ol the law in other respects, which 
the hon f gent, held out. “ Don’t be cast 
down/' he would say ; u you have lost 
the hope of trying your cause, and with it 
that of recovering the little property which 
you think you have a claim to; but 
should you, in consequence, and from the 
distress in which >ou are now left, be led 
into any offence against the revenue or game 
Jaws, or be guilty of any other irregu¬ 
larity, you will find that, however difficult 
or expensive the law may be in enabling 
you to obtain your own, it will furnish 
the means of sending you to prison in the 
easiest and cheapest manner possible/’ 
There really seemed, therefore, to be no 
one ground which this measure had to 
stand upon. It was a mere determina¬ 
tion to get so much money; for which 
nothing could 1 e pleaded, but that the 
money was wauled. The reality of this 
plea he could easily understand, and readily 
feel for. lie could conceive what was the 
situation of the right hon.gent. tormented 
perhaps with the cravings of an empty ex¬ 
chequer; and could sympathise with him 
accordingly: but so he could with a man 
who, m compliance with the cravings of 
an empty stomach, should rob a butcher’s 
cdiop; yet without being able to pass over 
the offeuce, or to say that people’s pro¬ 
perly could be left open to such depreda¬ 
tions. In the present instance, there was 
far less excuse. Though the pressure 
might be nearly as urgent, there was not 
the same impossibility, as might exist 
sometimes in the other case, ol procuring 
relief by butter and hotiester menus.— 1 he 
bill was then read a 3d tune, after which, 
Mr Uuskimtn proposed a new clause, 
t( providing, that from the time of passing 
tlu* act, uo”stump duty shall be chargeable 
on \ lie commission of any officer of a vo- 
lumcui or yeomanry corps/* This clause 
was brought up, re&<4 aqd agreed to, and 
the bid pussfd. * 

[1.0V A LTV Loa NT,]—' The report of the 
Lb\ady Loan bill was bi ought up, and, on 
the motion that it should be agreed to. 
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Mr. Ifuskissan rose and stated, that 
since this bill had been in the committee* 
it had been found advisable to alter the . 
arrangements respecting the time at which 
the holders of the Loyalty Loan should 
declare their wish to avail themselves of 
the terms of this bill, and the period 
whqn the lords of the treasury should sig¬ 
nify the description of stock in which their 
claims were to be satisfied. In the former 
case the blank was filled up with the 20th 
of*Aug. and m the latter with the 10th 
of Oct. It was now proposed, that the 
lords of the treasury should declare tfia 
stock into which the Loyalty Loan should 
be convertible, on or before the 20th of 
Sept, and that the Loyalty Loan-holder* 
should have until the 5th of Oct. to sig¬ 
nify their assent to the terms proposed. 
The hon. member concluded with pro¬ 
posing an amendment agreeable to his 
statement.—The mqjtion was agreed to* 
aud the bill was ordered to be read a 3d 
time to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday , July 18. 

[Minutes.] —The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages, 
and a committee of their lordships was 
appointed to inspect the Journals.—Se¬ 
veral bills were brought up from the Com¬ 
mons. Among these were the Stamp Du¬ 
ties, the Consolidated Fund, the Loyalty 
Loan, and the Volunteer Supplementary 
Regulation bills, which we re severally read 
a 1st time. 

[Corn Trade Bill.] —The order of 
the day being read for receiving the report 
of this bill, their lordships accordingly 
proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendments made by the committee.— 
Earl Stanhope proposed certain alterations 
to the amendments made m the schedule 
C* on the suggestion of the noble sec. of 
state, with a view to obviating some in¬ 
consistencies which he conceived still re¬ 
mained m that part of the bill, and which 
would throw difficulties in the way of its 
execution. Those principally related to 
the alterations made with respect to the 
calculations of the Irish currencies, as 
applying to the prices, without a corres¬ 
ponding alteration in the measures, The 
observations of th& noble earl were an¬ 
swered by LordsJUwkesbury, Mulgrave, 
arfci the Duke of Montrose, who contend¬ 
ed that part q{ the fcjjll, W aO*eaded, was 
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dear and intelligible, and that 
iy> difficulties would obtain in the execu¬ 
tion $f that part of the bill: their lord- 
tHps also observed, that the noble earl 
laid too, much stress’ upon what was set 
ferth in tbe report, from which even the 
UUnjseof Commons, for whose particular 
fence and information it was ca\cm 
Jftfed, had materially deviated in framing 
-various parts of the bill; they thought the 
farther alterations proposed by the noble 
Jknrd to be unnecessary at best. Earl Stan¬ 
hope did not press his propositions, and 
amendment, as proposed by the cmn- 
Jfciite©* wa9 agreed to. The remaining 
amendments being confirmed by the house, 
the bill was ordered to be read a 3d time 
to-jporro w.—Ad jo u rued. 


3*OUJ*J£ OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, July 18. 

[Minutes.]— On*the motion of Sir J, 
Anderson, the house took into considera¬ 
tion the amendments made by the Lords 
in the Surrey Paving and Lighting hill, 
and agreed to the same.—The report ot 
the Volunteer Act Amendment hill was 
brought up, agreed to, and the bill was 
read a 3d time and passed.—The Loyalty 
Loan bill, and the ’Consolidated Lund 
bill, were read a 3d time and passed.—On 
thfj motion of Lord Marshall), Cyprian 
Whillock, who had been first* in custody 
of the serjeant at arms, and was after¬ 
wards, by order of the house, a prisoner 
in Newgate for prevarication bctoic the 
Middlesex election committee, was bi ought 
to the bar in older to his being discharged. 
The Speaker reprimanded him in nearly 
the following woida :—“ Cyprian Whil- 
lock, a select committee of ibis house, 
appointed to try and determine the merits 
©i the Middlesex election, has reported, 
that you, being called sib a witness before 
the said committee, weic guilty of gross 
prevarication ; for which offence they com- 
milted you to the custody of the surjetmt 
at arms, and this hourx* did further com¬ 
mit you to his Majesty's gaol of Newgate, 
The. matter under examination by the 
committee, when you were called upon to 
give evidence, was the charge of treating ; 
a practice which, according to tb© lan¬ 
guage of the lavy, is * in violation of the 
freedom duetto 1 the- election of the repre¬ 
sentatives for the Commons, to the gnja* 
the kingdom, dishonourable 
tiigf constitutionpar¬ 


liaments.' Your occupation in Ido, and 
your residence at the lime of the election, 
qualified you to have givpm important tes¬ 
timony upon this charge; the pomp* to 
which you were interrogated were, mh h ns 
must have fallen w*thin vmr own know¬ 
ledge; and yet, in so plain a malrcr, re- 
gardlo.ss of the reveicure due to the au¬ 
thority of ties house, and regardless also 
ot the soleinuuy of the oath which you 
had taken, you appear to have incurred 
the heavy guilt of wilfully prevail*ating 
before God and your country. For tins 
som offence you have most justly suffered 
uisgraco and imprisonment: but this house, 
considering the penitence you have since 
expressed, and hoping also, that the ex¬ 
ample oi \our punishmciit mav sufficiently 
ensure a better execution of the writ is¬ 
sued tor a new election, has ordered that 
vou be now discharged ; and you are dis- 
clmigod accordingly, paying your fees/’—* 
The prisoner wmi then taken from the bar, 
and, on the motion of Lord Marram, 
the reprimand was ordered to be entered 
on the Journals. 

[ Sc Alin t \ of Timber.] —Sir 7F. Dal- 
hn} gave notice, that early in the next 
session of paihmnent it was his intention 
to call the attention of the houte to the 
subject of inclose res, in order that some 
provision might in future be made for 
causing trees Lo be planted in lands hete- 
after to be inclosed. Theie was not a tree 
now to be found in any inclosed lands ; 
and the scarcity of timber was so great, 
that fanners, m many places, could not 
get enough for their private use. Even in 
a national point of view, this was a sub¬ 
ject of great importance, and well worthy 
the consideiation of parliament. lie 
hoped the right lion. gent, who was now 
minister, would turn his thoughts to it dur¬ 
ing the ensuing recess, and that he would 
icnew tue commission which had been ap¬ 
pointed .some years ago for examining into 
the state of his Majesty's forests ; or carry 
into effect some plan similar to, what had 
been intended by the appointment of that 
commission. Unless some plan of tins 
kind, and that upon a very large scale, 
was adopted, we should be obliged to go 
to foreigu countries for supplies of timber. 

' B fi BILJf ' ~ IJ. - U 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, July 19 . 
[Minutes.]—T he Corn Bounty Regu* 
lation bill wu read a 3d time, passed, and 
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sent to the Commons.—The bilL on the 
table were pab&ec^iu their respective stages,. 
—The older of*the clay for going into :i 
committee on this bill, was, on the motion 
of II. R. H the Duke of Clarence, dis¬ 
charged, and the same was ordcicd to hi 
taken into consideration on Monday. 

[1 onuon Clergy Incumbents Bill,] 
—The order of the day being moved foi 
the 3d reading of this bill. 

Tlie Duke of Norfolk rose and said, that 
it was impossible that any man in the 
country could be more solicitous than he 
was that an adequate and honourable pro¬ 
vision should be made for the clergy. But 
from all the consideration that he had 
been able to give to the bill before them, 
he must say, that the principle upon which 
it professed to effect that desirable object, 
was one wholly inconsistent with the prin¬ 
ciples upon whic h that house had hitherto 
legislated in whatever affected the rights oi 
pnvate pioperly. lie would call upon 
their lordships to say whether they could, 
in honour and conscience, pass the bill, 
except the previous consent of every per¬ 
son upon whom it would operate as a tax, 
had been obtained. .The clergy t of Lon¬ 
don, from the time of the relormation to 
the uign of Charles II. was maintained by 
a certain poundage upon the rental of 
houses. After the great fire, by a statute 
of Ch.irlc s II. that poundage was commuted 
lor a sum certain, and at that proportion 
it had continued until that moment, lie 
would freely admit, that salary was by no 
means adequate to the proper maintenance 
of the clergy, and much as he was inclined 
to concur in any measure that should ena¬ 
ble them to support their due rank, yet he 
could not bring himself to consent to this 
bill. He did not object to the principle of 
increasing their allowance, but to the mode 
of doing it. The bdl went to impose a tax 
upon pnvate property, upon property which, 
for upwards of a century, had undergone lre» 
quent transfers, every one of which w^as en¬ 
tered into upon the faith that no particular 
burdens, distinct from the necessity of ge¬ 
neral taxation, should be imposed on it. 
He could not consent to such an outrage 
upon those rights which every private man 
was supposed by law to have in his pro¬ 
perty .—The noble Duke urged many other 
objections to the bill, and insisted parti¬ 
cularly upon the advanced period of the 
session at which it was brought, forward. 
Although it might be sometimes necessary 
tv bring forward bills of revenue and 


general defence, under tho‘ 3 e circum¬ 
stances, yet he did not think the 19 th of 
July was a proper moment lor preferring 
a bill so important and delicate as that 
before their lordships. lie would repeat* 
that iiu one was more anxious for th* 
honourable maintenance of the clergy, 
not only in London, but throughout tin? 
whole of the kingdom, than ho was; but 
he would put it to the conscience of the 
reverend pi elates (no person respected 
them more, and he was convinced they 
could not act improperly) whether they 
could at the present period, and m so thin 
ail attendance, press so important a ' ill 
upon the house. For those reasons he 
would move, that instead of “ now,” the 
bill be read a 3 d time 41 this day 3 
months/' 

Lord Grant ley observed, that in consi¬ 
dering the case, the comparative value of 
money at the time the stipends of the Lon¬ 
don clergy were fixed, and what it was at 
present, should be seriously considered; 

1 as well as the circumstance of the great in- 
| crease in the value of that property wheat* 

1 the stipends in question were derived. 

I The Bishop of London rose to support 
the bill. He began with a most eloquent 
description of the worth and merits of the 
clergy of the city of London. He main* 
tained, that their incomes were not suffi¬ 
cient to support them with that decency 
that became their situation : there were ,50 
livings, the highest of which w r us i>i)Gl. per 
annum; others were of 1501, and many 
only of 100l. per annum. An act had 
passed their lordships' house, to enforce the 
residence of the clergy, ’ Many of the 
London clergy had no house on their liv¬ 
ings ; others had houses not inhabitable* 
(it only &>r greeu-grocers and coblers. It 
was his duty to eulorce residence within 
the city. From the population and th€ 
value cif houses, a clergyman could not 
get a house for less than lgol. or 1501. per 
annum. How was this to be done with 
their incomes ? It was all that most of 
them had. lie could nbt enforce residence. 
It would be ruin to the clergy of London* 
while their incomes remained as at pro* 
sent. They were, therefore, plated in a 
situation of peculiar hardship. In the if 
years that he had the honour of presiding 
over the diocese, he had seen that no men's 
conduct could be, more exemplary than 
thA of these clergymen. He could not, 
therefote assent to tfye proposition of th* 
noble duke. 
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The Duke of Nurjolk bepgcd leave to 
assuie the right rev. prelate, that he never 
cutertaini ci the idea of resisting the allow¬ 
ance of an honourable provision lor the 
clergy. On the contrary, he would give 
such a proposition his most cordial support, 
whenever it should be brought forward 
upon the principles, that private property 
was not to be invaded, but that the fund 
for maintaining it should be created by 
parliament from national taxations. 

The Lord Chancellor said he was not 
willing that the bill should be read a 3 d 
time now, nor postponed for 3 months, 
lie would propose, that it be deferred a 
few days only, till Monday, that he might 
satisfy his mind, if possible, that the ob¬ 
ject of the bill, and the rights of private 
property, were reconcileuble m the mode 
taken by the bill, lie had traced the his¬ 
tory of the revenues of the London clergy 
They were, at first, *iu the shape of offer¬ 
ings on saints' days; and were, on the ave¬ 
rage, about 2h. pd. in the pound, on rate¬ 
able houses. That was commuted for the 
present fixed income. In following this 
history, he had found that the legislature 
had dealt by the clergy of London on prin¬ 
ciples peculiar to that part of its legisla¬ 
tion. lie did not know that it might not 
turn out that this bill might be adopted on 
principles that should not extend to, nor 
be claimed by clergymen generally. He 
wished lor time to examine further into 
that, II he could reconcile his wishes for 
the object of the bill, with his regard to 
the principle of legislation as to private 
property, he should be glad. One clause 
m the bill, however, he was surpiiscd at. 
llow it’could gain admission into it, he 
could not conceive. It was that which 
exempts the additional revuuu^of the 
London Clergy from all parochial and par¬ 
liamentary taxes, lie never knew so ab- 
surb a proposition submitted to parlia¬ 
ment, and was surprised how it could have 
crept into so impoitant a bill. He wished 
to delay for further consideration, for he 
was really a friend to the principles of the 
bill, as far as it proposed to make a more 
equitable provision for the clergy, and 
would therefore prefer that the bill be 
read a read a 3d time on Monday,* to the 
noble duke's amendment. 

The Duke of fflotfofo professed his rea¬ 
diness to Withdraw ln% amendment, •“and 
suggested whether it wbuld not be bettea to 
ijrov^. that the debate should be po£tpon£d 
until Monday. * 
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Lord Grantley maintained that it was 
but equitable that the/incomes of the 
clergy should bear a reasonable propor¬ 
tion to the increased value ot ihat property 
upon which they were originally chaige- 
able. 

The Bishop of St. Asaph supported the 
arguments of the Bishop of London, and 
contended that the bill was not liable to 
the objection, that it was a violation of 
private property. It was but fair, he as¬ 
serted, that the clergy should drmc a 
reasonable compensation from the propne* 
tors of propeity, the value of which had 
been increased a hundred fold, in many 
instances, since the period at which their 
salaries had been established.—After some 
farther observations from the right rev. 
prelate, the motion for postponing the de¬ 
bate until Monday, was agreed to.—Ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, July If). 

[Minutes.]— A message from the lords 
announced their lordships' assent to tint 
Cotton Manufacturers, the Isle of Man 
Trade, the Leather ,Trade, the Properly 
Commissioners, the Accountant General’s, 
the Lottery, and the Vote of Credit bills 
without any amendment; and to the 
Woolwich Ordiutncc and Corn Trade bills 
with some amendments, to which they de¬ 
sired the concurrence of this house. The 
amendments in the Woolwich Ordnance 
bill were read and agreed to.—The lmh 
Revenue bill, the Irish Revenue Regula¬ 
tion bill, the Irish Spirits Warehousing 
bill, the Irish Commissioners bill, and the 
Habeas Corpus bill, were each read a 3 d 
time, and ordered to the Lords. 

[Coiin Tuahe Bill.] —Mr. Western 
moved, that the amendments made by the 
lords, in the Corn Trade bill, be now 
taken into consideration. The amend¬ 
ments were accordingly read. 

The Speaker said, that on the first read¬ 
ing of these amendments, he felt it hia 
duty to call the attention of the house to 
them* Several of them were such as to 
make it doubtful, whether the house ought 
to agree to them; but the last was such as 
he 1 could not by any means pass over. It 
was in schedule D, relative to the regula¬ 
tion of the export and import of corn, and 
the duties to be paid thereon. The bill as 
sent from that* bouse, had fixed that the 
price should be regulated by the joint 
prices of England and Ireland. The lords 
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had struck out of the bill the Irish price, 
and made it to bq regulated by the prices of 
England alone, tghich was an amendment 
which tlmt house could uot* consistently 
with its privileges, agree to*. It would 
therefore be uecessaiy, that some meisfber 
should move, that the consideration, of 
the lords amendments should be adjourned 
to some future clay. 

Mr. IVestern moved, that the, considera¬ 
tion of the lords' amendments be adjourned 
to that day 3 months,—Ordered; by which 
the bill is of course lost —The samn bon. 
gent, then moved, that the several reports 
of the committees respecting the Corn 
Trade, be referred to a committef of the ; 
whole house. The Speaker asktethe l>te 
gent, for what purpose £ , 1 ' > 

Mr. Western said, it was his mteution to 
bring forward another bil) on the sathe 
subject. He then moved u that tWbnusef 
do to-morrow resolve itself into the said 
committee." Ordered. 

Mr. Alderman Combe reminded the horn 
geut. qf the lateness of the session, ob$ejl%- 
ing, that it would most probably be* closed 
early in uext week, He could riot see any 
possibility of such business as the jhon* 
gent, alluded to, being gone through in so 
short a space of ‘time,—The question was 
tlien put and carried- , ; ’' ' ; 

[Fin me e Resolutions,]— Tjie Chm* 
cellar of the Exchequer said, that having 
looked over .Jhe resolutions of the,bon. 
gent, opposite to him (Mr, Johnstone) rela- 
ti\e to the publicffi nances (See p. 
there were some particular statements of 
bis own which he wished; to have printed/ 
so that they might come # ip to. the hpii, 
gent's hands, and into those of the houseJ 
in the same shape as his own. He prejjf 
^posed, therefore, thqt the matter sfiouJd 
stand over to Saturday, by which dpy^bsy. 
would be printed V end, th*^ 
might have time to consider thei»> '" 
might go into consideration on Mo 
Mr. Johnstone bowed bis assent, !. an< 
business was. postponed to Saturday* * f ,' , 

[India Budget.]— Lord ^€arikrmg& 
said, that before he moved for tile pepcr^f, 
he was desirous *to have laid, hefor^. 
house, he wished shortly to state, ttjpb^ino^: 
tives which had induced hiqi to tedg Uff. 
ward the measure he intended 
to their consideration. He beloved ther e 
was in fact very little difference of qjjV- 
nion between the gent, von the. opposite 
side, and those who brought for^kijeri^tb^ 
India Budget, Only thegent 

Von. II. * . , 
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.always taken occasion to travel into other 
years of accounts, than those which were 
immediately before them, by which means 
they were enabled to make particular suto- 
mentsi mid to seize on koine particular ' 
items, which seemed fi> niilitate against 
the statements brought forward in the Bud¬ 
get of the : present year, ifis object was 
to bring iuto oue account all the accounts 
which had been made out singe the /te* 
newal of the charter/ or for the last ten 
years ; by which means it would be easy, / 
at ope view, to see the whole of the state- 
hf^nts, and to check such errors as they 
might at any time attribute to him. The 
gent, on the other side the bouse had given 
him an additional desire to have this ac¬ 
count, from th&r having broadly insinuat¬ 
ed, that he and his predecessors had stated 
matters it> soirieinstanCes more favourably 
than they really Were, arid nt other in¬ 
stances, bid formed predictions, and given 
pledgee of the flourishing state of the com- 
pany'a afeirs which had never been rea¬ 
rmed* Ilje jvas, therefore, desirous to put 
into one clear concise account, the esti- 
mates ’and results of the last ten years. , 
The accusation they hadiacld out was, that 
both he and the ^loble lord who preceded ; 
him, had lield put great promises as"to thb * 
revenue? of the, company, and had formed 
aid raised ip the minds of others, the most 
flouHshini Bstate of tlW company's affairs; 
and' 15 ' 
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; pede aud'in torrupt events and occurrences 
of ijlie highest importance, which might 
otherwise have been expected. To this 
e<juse f it was owing that the participation 
did not take place, and surely nothing 
could coiisiiipie a more ample excuse, than 
a war of so much magnitude and import¬ 
ance, unexpectedly arising, at the very 
time, w hen the affairs of the company wore 
so pleasing and promising an aspect, as to 
draw from his imbfe predecessor 4 , apredic- 

* turn founded on the fairest and most pro¬ 
mising prospects,—His lordship thpn ad- 
veltcd to the charge, that the estimates 
and revenues were by no means commeh. 
surate, in tins he appealed to the can¬ 
dour of the house,. The estimated revenue 
was upwards of pi millions, and the ac¬ 
tual produce was <?* millions. The esti¬ 
mated expence had been about 7 * millions, 
and 'the actual expence, owing to unfore¬ 
seen accidents, had*- been aboit 83 mil¬ 
lions. Taking then the statements that 
had been made, the only difference that 
would be found bet wee u these and the ac¬ 
tual produce during an average of 10 
y^ars, would be found only to be a small 

/error of 3 milltfps, which was truly sur¬ 
prising considering the v^ars that had taken 
place in India, upon the expence of which 

* no clear calculation could have* Wen 
made before they happened, and also, 
considering that India had not the advan¬ 
tage of tlie peace in Europe for above 3 
months. There was, however,* a x>et sur¬ 
plus of 2 millions, even during this con¬ 
tinued period of war. But then a debt of 
11 millions had arisen, which was to be 
accounted for. The expenses of &£. He-| 
lena, and other settlements, the interest* 
of 5 millions of debt, and a jml^on of 
money that had been paid to t^&puutrv/ 
swallowed up 4 millions, wjblm|Rpaunted 
for the expenditure of the $uiquu$,^nd two 
millions more*—Bui, 9 millions still re¬ 
mained, and what was become of this dtom ? 
Part had gorie to defray an old charge in 
the Carnatic; part had been paid in parti¬ 
cipations to this country, and part was re¬ 
tained as a balance in the Indian Trea-J 

*sqry, a practice that was. always found 
convenient* Still, however, there was a 
debt of H millions ht this moment exist¬ 
ing. But the interests of the company 
wer^ not particularly injured by this, as 1 
the debt at home had diminished 3 «nfl- 

, lions, which reduced the whole debtfo f) 
nijjllions. The company had goods and 
assets in their Commerce to the amount of 

A SI millions, so that they were in fact in 


possession of a surplus of 3 millions. lie 
did not wish, lie confessed, to see the 
debt abroad accumulating, as it appeared 
on th$ accounts, but peculiar circumstan¬ 
ces had rendered this unavoidable. His 
lortlship concluded by declaring his hopes 
that the hous-c vvould be of opiniou that no 
imputations of hasing deceived the house 
could attach to him or his predecessor. 
He then moved u That the proper Offi¬ 
cer should be directed to lay before the 
house au account of the revenue and 
charges of India for the last 10 years, 
distinguishing each year/' 

Mr, Johnstone said, that notwithstand¬ 
ing all' the statements made by the noble 
lord, he could not but contend, that thfe 
wfiple shewed that every thing he had 
advanced ou the subject was strictly true. 
After the noble lord, had made his annual 
statement in the form of an Indian budget, 
he no\v came forward with a new set of 
accounts unknown to any one but him¬ 
self, with which he most ingeniously pre¬ 
tended to combat arguments urged against 
the old ones* He thought such a mode 
of proceeding was unparliamentary and 
Uucandid. It was also unprecedented, 
except in one instance, and that was of 
his predecessor, \v|io came to the houM* 
and argued strenuously from a letter of 
the Duke of York, winch he had in Ins 
pocketi and which nobody had seen but 
himself. He maintained,/that the florid 
pictures of the state of the company's 
affairs which had beeiftdrawp formerly by 
the predecessor of the noble lord, and 
were now presented to the house by 
the noble lord himself, were fallacious 
and consequently delusive to that house, 
*and to the public. When these state-* 
ments were annually given into parlia¬ 
ment, the same promises of reduction of 
debt, and increase of revenue above the 
'expenditure, were uniformly made by the 
person, whoever he was, whose duty it 
was to open the Indih budget to the house. 
The noble lord had evidently changed his 
ground, by bringing forward new state¬ 
ments for ten years after he had given 
in the usual annual accounts. He thought 
therefore, that the noble lord should per¬ 
form the promises which he had already 
rn&de, and make good his former estimates, 
before he laid any new accounts before 
parliament. 

jLord CastUrcagk denied, that in what 
he had said he was either unparliamentary 
*or uncandid. He would have thought he 
was uncandid, if he had moved for the ao 
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counts without explaining why he had done 
so. The geiit. opposite had all along com¬ 
plained of the hidfccuracy of the accounts, 
and he wished to have one where the 
whole might he seen together, and errors,* 
if any there be, more easily detected. His 
lordship, in explanation, then recapitu¬ 
lated several of his former statements. 

JMr. Wallace begged leave to say a very 
few words, relative .to one assertion which 
had been made of the noble ford’s prede¬ 
cessor having said, that at a particular 
time the public had a right to a participa¬ 
tion of the Company’s revenues, under dll 
circumstances, whether there was War, or 
whether there was peace. He had ttiken the 
trouble to investigate this point, and he 
found, on referring to a speech of the no¬ 
ble lord’s predecessor, which he delivered 
iu I7f)6', ip which he then referred .to ano¬ 
ther speech made by him hi 1794,,those 
words, “it may be asked, if there be Such 
improvement iu the Company’s reyeuues, 
why does not th^ public participate ?” . He 
answered, because no such promise was 
made but under certain conditions; and 
in his speech of 1/94/ he had expressly 
excepted the interference of war. He 
had, in short, uniformly contended, that 
the participation in a considerable degree 
depended on th$ continuance of peace. 
He was surprised, he said, the hon. gent, 
should maintain the contrary; it was im¬ 
possible the noble lord should have Used 
such an argument as, that war Or peace* 
would make no difference in the affairs Of. 
the Company, He was a man of b 
much good sense to entertain sdtfh 
idea for a moment, and he hoped 'dial'as¬ 
sertion respecting him would no riiore be 
resorted to, ‘ \ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer sajd, he 
should only troubie the house with a very 
few words. His noble friend (Lord ilfe)- 
\ille) had Stated, that Ids' 6xpe t Cuiiph$H 
respecting the participation were dot likely 
to be disappointed, utiless there shoufd be 
a war on the Continent; but he bad said, 
at the same time, that to it cerUlih extent 
they would. It was for the hoti^ There- 
fore, to consider how far circums^b^s 
had happened, which had* a t$nde»6jf 
affect materially the CofopahyV revdttu^f 
All the declarations and prOtmstes Of Ldnl 

n r t -it 


there were the expedition to Manilla, and 'TV:’ 
thb ’expedition to Egypt, the last of which ^ 
cost upwards of two millions, and for 
both of which the Company have au un- 
settled account, and claim against the pub- 
he. The present object of his noble friend 
was not to bring forward new" accounts. 

It arose from the gent, opposite having 
taken occasion jto compare the different 
accounts of 10 years, and to urge them in 
argument, m best suited their purpose. 

His noble friend wished for such an ac¬ 
count as would give a recapitulation, in a* 
clear point of view, of the different ac¬ 
counts it referred to. 

Mr. Prihcep then rftse and entered into 
a long detail, on the state of India affairs 
for several years past. His remarks were 
directed not opt/ tp the policy, but the 
commerce of the Company in its different 
relations. They Were so minute and cir- 
cufostantial, however, and so closely con¬ 
nected with the history of the Company, 
that we cannot pretend to enter into them* 
at any length. He particularly stated, 
that the sanguine hopes held out to parlia- 
foeni and to the country, of the Com. 
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pany's being not only a 
fray their territorial exp< 
tribute a^so to the strength and resources 
of ihi$ country, had been hitherto illu¬ 
sory. The language used by the noble 
lord’s predecessor had been as flattering 
M that ofthe iioble lord possibly could 
be., ""When that noble lord presided at the 
lieid bf iudia affairs, he had made a sup- 
position^ that even with 15 millions of 
debt;' the affairs of the Company might by 
conducted with advantage. This the hon. 
g(in^;:isaid,/ha4 foerely been stated as a 
opposition, and of >vhat might; be done 
lh case <>f, lie worst, but not with any idea 
t^ai wil^febt t wouid ever amount so high. 
What 60nclusion, then,‘ he asked, must we , 
fdrfo , that fh4 debt is accumulated to 
a much greater sum, and is so far beyond 
an amount which that noble lord had cal¬ 
culated oti as thn highest possible? If in 
TheOdttrte'&f W''had increased 
the dm frpih . to ii millions, what ex¬ 
pectation' dpuid we form’ oT diminution in 
fotfofe # • -1?hb noble IprdV predecessor hid 
tooted 1 'tOrV^;;^r* a period of "wmm 
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%p hopes fo the bouse which, if anyju^gt bierce having been considered in India, ns 
went might b i formed fro tn the past, would rifo* united concern of one aijd the same body, 
^^f^WalikeBT* 1 ,. hi* design, jthe receipMM* each 'went into the game 

v however, to *itach^^/|^r^c!ttV’blarapfcp ; the issues for each"out of the same 
tfcp/measure now proposed by the motion fund, without distinguishing exactly how 
/^before the hoii^ " T&fr debt of the gnvt/ the accountaatood between the two branches, 
formed a part of'^yssets* but he w<j>u^c! Arid without knowing this, bow could it he 
©ytihad ,ttoe» he cdn<^ckd;‘independehtiy known what part of the loan of any year 
■: of |jiat,debt. It was not his design to move should bf charged to Commerce,- what to 
for any -committee of inquiry ; he wished general purposes? It was, however, very 
Only for farther explanation,* whleh^Was dteb- practiekble to bring into one view what had 
tainiy not by any means unparliamentary. been for a course of years the receipts and 
He did not wiih either foat;itrimuM be un* the issues on account of commerce, and 
desgood; as lmxpinkm, that the validity of thereby to determine, what assistance It had 
die CompanyY credit Was not good.! ,<3n op jthe whole received during that period 
t the contrary ,> he loolred forward r td years of from the revenue. Such an account he had 
prosperity, I f properly conducted, he thought made it his business to form ; and he hoped. 
India presented a glorious prospect. It was ItJWpuM, with other documents, also pro 
as the Mdv trnly- said/ |^mdhy,him, and'of the accuracy of which 

to support its orvn wars; and though it he was well persuaded, serve to confute the 
Cheated & million of debt annually, itHwas positions advanced by the hon. gent. The 
still productive Hof very: great advantages; hpn. gent.had maintained, that the revenue 
®he icommerciai retuAis, however, to this of the company had been applied to their 
%>untryihe thought were eonaideted as ah commerce, that the commerce had in the 
Object of too great importance.: , There was last ten years, ending with 1803, occasioned 
policy, he-insisted, in, incasing those loans in India to the amount of Hi millions 
yiretUwu^ in many instances, to-a-uselessde^ sterling—that unless the commerce had taken 
$W, by the system of borrowing ill India, this money, it need riot have been borrowed; 
$0 proportion* the Commerce to the. actual that the interest of the Indian debt is there- 
CTipotal, > would be evfcry way pwe.'ridvanta/ fere chargeable to tbecommcrce ; th.*t more- 
Ifewuti:■%$ by thischicana^lso: more Yttehtioir ..pyer, the commerce of its accounts were 
xmdd be paid to the ear-ring Which stated in a mercantile way, would be found 

he thought the most prontaHe. Instead of .fto have been a losing one, so that instead of 
this, however, the carrying profit of 7* millons in six years, as the 

, ;«ou raged, or at least, was permitted ta: go ^directors itate,^ if interest, charges of mer- 
into the. liands of foreigners, a#:the• Ameii- ’|ha^dizc, arid.insurance be deducted, there 
vCaos hadxhiefly now engrossed tit, arid -by "w ill Win t)qb$e six yeais a loss of 2 millions 
ssthis-mearis, a portion/pf ^Biitish capital that’w(id a half* /whilst by reason of this pre- 
^ight i be very usefully employed, was lost po^fpu* p?ode ; carrying on trade by 
^tso the county. :• / ■ ! „.V; »■* ^ ^ ’Iri^an. the debt has in 'ten years in- 

• / Mr. Gw#/.-began- by observing, that the millions to 21 millions. Sir, 

topics which the horn gent. (Mr/Fri&cep) ! Grant,) I have now in my 

; had beeri pleased tp ,!jf n d ^W/accoupt, staged between England 

\ (relating chiefly to the source* aridjjwfeeta of .arid Ini4i»vjl^ far as relates to the company’s 
the comjxtny Y CQtmtwx^ from 17*8-9 to 

/great importance °nc side, India is 

unwilling at-'So late»pti- f aud’^ith { >sp W^dftfd^yrrth alfibe Investments sent within 
-thin at attendance, to go the thence, and from China to 

various polrite'-whichM .i gent^dhid, tW cargoes wh eh may 

l^tonchcd ,haVf^riti^lpsCop.th^ way*Wipe,} and with 

^ x^lly * he tplW! mejcWndiie, not in- 

*: ’ tilc g^ nt - 

. °^ t ft vie>v ; and on the 

..SeBSr'aid^ for the proceeds 

* i^ek^iduAif, ;’ t pf- the ex^orifi, stores^ and bullion re- 
system of thei; ceived in. In0ltf*and GhifTri, (not for any that 
/ large Jt ; may for 

n; the amoutit^lnlifc tpitum.lira both v c;oun- 
acciaiXttefy^U^^Ptr" tries on «Er»g!andi < wiilrin 4 ihe same |Kiiod, 

;. f^^l^tclusively one, ...ii^L, the mult 4f ia thk : f ' 
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and Chinn, including Indian charge* - '■ > < 
and rntruhandiae - - r % -i* 46,973,820 

T^otal amount of gdbd*, st<ris r «md} v 

bullion sent out, 2$>,979.&0l C ‘in «tc a <** 
Bills drawn from Indu* and Chfda/r 
19,074,029. . ( - Jo 


J ' * . Balance - 4 A 61 i 9,983 

TVduct further balance Of political 
receipts and dbbumemcntf* in Eftg» 

3,237$? 

jf.388.084> 

I have another aCtoifat, Sit, slated exactly 


The disbursements arth all advances 
%(- i«Vu$faJeutS and commercial 
charges, (including the Indian 
cargoes to Europe) - * - 
Supplies to China, Benceokd,' and 
St. Helena - *, * - ■ w *+ ' ■>• 

Eaereasedassets, supplies to Cgplon# f 
dec. dead stock, and payment fo 

^editors of Nabob of Arcot “ * • 

• '\ * ' • 1 . 1 <«. 


land, lyn account of th£ territory in 
Imho . - - f- * , -, - 4 * - 

Remaining balance Against lyiigtahd, 
or the eommerctf in 15 years only - 



'quite i 

able for the commerce; (which iu the five 
ye.us preceding 175)3', paid to IndU' Wd 
C hina more than it received,) biit the ba- 
Lmce against it in these ten years, after &IIthe 
items on both side* are fairly Stated, is 
only - "’2^|l^543lt 

And mi the other hand there were , 
in the la t unci present Season, ! ” 

exports ob goods, stores, aiuf&ul* * 
lion, not brought into these ac¬ 
counts, to the amount of • - *• 

Which will leave at the present 
moment, a balance*- in favor of 
Holland 


$ r w%m 


3 , 370,748 

These statements, Sir, entirely overturn 
the assertions of the hqn* gent* that the 
commerce has been carried on by a revenue 
capital, ihat it has occasioned loans io foe 
extent of 16' millions, and is therefore charge- 
able with the interest of those loans* But: it 
may be said, that as the revenue account* 
laid from time to time >efore pariiitment, 
shew on the whole a surplus in the last ten 
years, after defraying civil 1 ^ntl’^fhuitbrjf 
charges and interest, where foeti cbhldbe 
the occasion for borrowing, .pities*'to catty 
on the commerce? In’answerto thisjji 3jt its '[to 
bo observed, that* there afaa yaftefy of dih* 
bursements not included uhder the head ot 
^ charges oil tho revenues.' Td\enufaet^‘*dl 
these exactly, would inquire an analyiir of 
all the payments made in India for t^e period 
mentioned, which would be a >yditk wlawf 
and research, but from ail account TecehMy 
made up with care, though for Want pf time 
not earned into every minute J 

are able to'account ;withih>S .thiffiorta'aiiq 
half, fpr all the receipt*' oft 
in India, fo^the last ten ;yeaht* * X 

Tbeammmtof ttS*receipt*,>indWf.'J 1 %[ j^r, v , 
iwg surplus of revenue, •. aft*fc ^ - ;J,‘ J *', 

defraying charge*, goacl^ \ 1 \ 

and bullion imported froirt 1 f ' 

land t»i lr.dla, bdl« drawn 'fan* .*■'* run' 

India o» .England, and * *“<!.' N A V \' 


we 


18,387,8001 

3,705,671 

, 6 , 930,000 


28 , 053,477 


f J ' w** 


Unaccounted for • • . * ^ jSAJUJOQQ 
which may be made up from such head* 
ax ’'the following; losses by captor* of 
ships in India, tosses by accidents in the com-* 
midreial and other departments, supplies to 
Prince of Wales 1 * island, and the Andamans, 
foe f whereof the: particulars have not foe 
want of rime been collected,. And in 
thi* way, the whole enercase of the debt 
since,1793, (1M00>OG0L not, 14 millions 
as the had. gent* states,) is to be accounted 
for j without charging it to the commerce, 
which' at the most <&n only accountable 
in the lust: tea year*, to the joint head* of 
sur|>lttsof revenue, and other receipts from 
loans, &cii in the sum above stated of 5 mil¬ 
lions and a half, but that also had been laid 
in r by the balance in iavor of commerce in 
the 5 years preceding 1793, and was farther* 
more than equalised by the export* from 
England in 1803-4, The hon. gent* hat 
stated tbe* company’s commerce to be % 
losing One: He has supposed ithe accumu¬ 
lated expences of Indian interest,charges,race* 
chandiae,and insumnee to attach upon it,over 
and above the chargee exhibited in the profit 
and loss of account* From what ha* been 
already; said, it is plain the capital of the 
commerce is not borrowed in India, there¬ 
fore Indian interest cannot atj|ch upon it, 
[and the interest paid in England is charged 
in the hoth^ accounts. r I'he charges, mer- * 
chandixe of the foctories and establishments 
in India, (notincluded in the invoices), are 
nbdf brought to account; and as to insur¬ 
ance, if it it; to lie charged on the goods, the 
company, who are their own underwriters, 
must haveerddit for the amount of premiums, 
which will cothe to the same-thing, as if the 
insurahoe : not chatged at alH . Upon 
thei^ v&ir> dst% i the ^ abmiany;’* commerce 
(vrill be found to be a gaaiing me; not the 
Oommierce^ but ^tbe Italian/ By 
aijfrbecon^jfriiadS ■ up foe last 1 Shears, .■ 


of debt Since ^93,(^.11,500,000) 
i 8 , *<.*-•* «v; * \ + ' : 


F&ar hiring ■ been i > 


15,75^7^41. 



v, 

} ii. mi if -- 







'■.mar#;* . *"" ^. v - om 

Deduct baTane? du« to India ,..- v ’;-. SS8,084fhcHl8e, and that wa*, whether they should 

England, better from profit at h£n»e -• • ~ .rather leave the trade to Others, than bor- 

il iLT’j h •, 5yea ” lilt to support it A noble lord had 

“ d *‘Si£l !£& t®pntianed 14; millions of debt as a very 
Ip years from 1793, shews .tb^ total pi^ts y ghsum> but even that they might be 

^item'rJde! ?% r ' Me l ° 9 ‘ ) PP° rt ’ pr ,H Vld ! d J ,ey l If d any 

Auction fur diridfekfcs, ^ being security th#t it should not be much more, 

amounting Tto *. *• - - 6,024*987 was rather extraordinary, the learned 


ruriftont ! high sum, but even that they might be 
* , ; , J able to support, provided they had any 

security th|tt it should not be much more. 
6,024*987 was rather extraordinary, the learned 
r ,* r, , * member thought, that every thing should 

**& ; W Represented in a>ty flourishing state, 
W'df India ia I& 0 g- 3 >c& .J et that the dtebt at the same time 

•duot&i,*. -:,-i - * - 2,238349 should be so rapidly accumulating. lie 

I>glajKi would still be better m 10 *—™regretted the impossibility of moving for 
‘ etlcl,ng l 8 ^ «n home trade - accounts to be made out in a certain wav, 

to th e accountof Stockby iw 6 fc H '^ t rtwter’them more precise and 
Computation, U does Contain tb« result of, .j-t.ii;,,:.,?-. e 

g-tenSfriS ‘ 'boWPlmh supported the statement, 
company * affairs^and ^prehends aU then ^ ^ ^ that the hon t 

W* . wtoi-ttoaettodk'to arraign it, had ptid a 

arc not, arm cannot pc exbxhxtea in detail, * , i v „ 

(jtwill be foBn^ewhly tniwhathas beeo ' t0 candour and to 

.hove stated,). the hon. gent. require*, ' a ,„, . _ 


alcove stated,) as the hoh. gent* requires, 
from the, nature of that account, Which is 
an abstract account. Passing over other 
things paentioncd’by the hon.,gent. 1 shall 
©rjJjr say a few words’ on what., has ad¬ 
vanced respecting the casing trade loFIpdk. 


accuracy.;v;"'^ ■ • 

tord Castkrcigh stated* that the com¬ 
merce of Ihdta had sustained itself with- 
out Any hid frotn the revenue, and that 
the commerce had derived no advantage 
from the Wars in that country.—The ques- 

J. 2 - — _-_ 1 ... _ 1 


Tanned respecting toe carrying trade ot india, 'i^- 

He comp^ns, .that,,^e;t^rseeS,;Arabs,:aiid. tton wds’theh earned, with an amendment 
Americans, r are,:\ engrossing: thrt frade. bySir Y\T Pulteney, that the accounts re- 
Shpuld wte, Sir, desirelo exclude the^nsrts ‘/ting to China should be also distinguished 
and Arabs from the trade of their own from those of India, 
scores, ? They possessed*that trade for 'cen- L^rd Cast lereagk also moved, “that 
furies before us :*and now dieyipro^scpW it there be laid before the house an account 
benefit of our settlements,of the whole Amount of the Company's 
t$ly!<Sah find protection, apdwher^4y'^ n< f ***** At home ,and abroad, in- 

fheir riches must at length settle. With eluding Cliind; for the last TO years, from 
inspect to the Americans,, certainly the m^n- April 1753, to 180^ and 1804, distinguish- 
i »er xn which they conduct their indiari tffide, nig such aV have been from 1803 to 1804." 
i deserve* at a proper fim^ serious considera- After several bbservafions from members 
tion. The ^ramcrdal’ f ;tteaty\wlfh ,'thim,' fwho'ha^en^ed ,m the" previous part of 
gavt*;ihertt tft privilege 0 Pf «/'direct' 1 trade x\ie de^hte, : \\m tnotton for the production 
j*tween America and pur ‘lhdiah : ^pos#W df ill ^ pa^rs which the noble lord who 
slonsj not contented witbHhav^h^y^^y: oi^nfed‘"tbt; ^baMuessliad explained, was 
on a circuitous' trade witbpaf' * ^division.—Adjourned. 

Europe ; this is m abuse which bughr tb 

be corrected. ; ' 1 . ""IfOO se 0 : F-; lorx>s. 

■ Dr* Lattrenc* felt >? 1'nday, Juk/ 20* * 
every attetn^ to 'hi'y^rigsite^lihe'’: affi&'f ; df k [MisuTfcs.]—The Civil List bill, Lot- 
that country^ : as ; there : rnust,, l si^e^'of tAry bill^ Vove of Credit bill, Irish County 

be,a period when fmM: ;,Peace v wW;H, ; |mh ; Promisso^ Note bill, 

thwsdyci'MCfhe'';liou^ iE^kiijrt;;|A^^hett$ion 1 bill, Isle of Man 


l ‘«oto%|Compteribul, Fighe «JAvorce bill, 

1^(4 ;w 'p r4V AfA ( ’:b«il?, 'received the royal 

cul?itioi|b^ 1 ^ 1 ' |iiss^kt,by comn^iqn. .J^P mmi ^ ionCrjl 
house, pr ^Iwere^;:.L-6rcl‘ ’ClianqcMor, the Earl of 

wiittpd' • '*.Rbfetyh, dfeMEofd WaWirigham.^The Lon- 

by ^ 'te 4jf Dpck bill 'was c'arinmit- 

; -rtCCtcdt^tflli ino/inferences\ couldCud MF. Plummer was^ heard against 

ill 4lh>viisiatt8^1u behalf of the 
Cu ?®rf X ^ ht ptytok: J: ; V*»fcU9*^:'w4s ; re- 
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reived, and the bill ordered to be read a 
3d time on MondSy next.-—The Stamp 
Duty bill was cowjfiiittecL—The Irish Vote 
of Credit bill, and the Board of Ordnance 
Franking bill, were read a 3d time and 
passed.*—The Irish Customs and Excise 
bill, and the Irish Revenue Regulation 
bill, were brought from the Commons, and: 
read a 1st time.—-The Duke of Norfolk'; 
presented a petition from A. R‘ Bowes, 
Lsq. stating, that he. had beeu confined 
in the King’s Bench IS years, at the^suit 
of the late Lady Strathmore, and her .re¬ 
presentatives; that, from the length of t-he 
proceedings before a master in Cfiancffy, 
it might be many morfe years before, the 
causes pending could be finally deter-f 
mined; that he believed a balance would 
be found due to him; tyatjre proposed ffr 
give security to pay any balance^ that 

might appear eventually against him, and 
that his health had suffered by bis confine¬ 
ment. He therefore prayed, tliat as a bill 
was before the house for the relief of in¬ 
solvent debtors, their lordships would 
grant him such relief as they should deem 
proper. The petition was laid on the ta¬ 
ble. i( \ 

[Stamp Duties Brut.]—The Dpkeqf 
Norfolk wished to be informed, if the pro¬ 
ceedings under the commission for ih*$ 
redemption of the land tax, were to 
subject to the new duties, if they vyere* 4 
was his intention to move an amendment 
to the bill. . , > 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that he bad made 
inquiry on the subject, and that be was 
informed the proceedings under that com¬ 
mission would stand precisely in the same 
situation that they did previous, to the bill 
before the committee. He would make 
farther inquiry, and communicate the re¬ 
sult of it to the noble dyke. The amend¬ 
ment which he intended to propose might 
be brought forward in any other stage of 
the bill. 

The Duke of Norfolk ^*relying bn th$ 
declaration of the noble lord, would not 
propose any amendment. The bill was 
then reported.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday\ July 20. 

[Minutes.] —The Speaker attended in 
the House of Lords, where the royal as,- 
*ent was given, by commission, to the 
Civil List bill, the Lottery,bill, the Vote 
of Credit bill, the Property Tax Comtai$r 


sionefs bill, the Irish Peace Preservation 
bill, the Irish S f «a|l Bank Note bill, the 
Offenders Arrea: bill, the Bark tmporta- • 
tioti bill, the Poultry Compter bill, and \)r 
private bills.—The Hon. Mr. Cavendish 
took the oaths and his s£*t for Aylesbury. 
—A message from the Lords acquainted 
the house, that their lordships had agreed 
to the amendments of the house in the 
Habeas Corpus ad. Testificandum bill- 
also to the 800,0001. Irish Treasury Bills 
bill, to the Defence Amendment bill, and 
to the London Permanent Additional 
Force bill, without any amendments.—The 
.Lords’amendments to the Woolwich Ordu 
fiance Landis bill were agreed to, and Mr, 
Alexander ordered to signify the concur¬ 
rence of the house therein. 

[Coaw Tkade 'Bin.]—Mr. Western 
tnoved the order of the day for the house 
to resolve itself into a committee of the 
whole house, to take into consideration 
the reports of several committees that had 
been appointed to examine into the state 
of ftre coni trade. And then moved that 
the Speaker do leave (he chair. 

Air. Alderman C<S&e rose to oppose it, 
because he thought the subject one of too 
;«nufeh : importance, add tow deeply involving 
the public interest, to be brought forward 
at so late a period of the session; when it 
, was impossible it could receive the due 
^consideration it required, lie had beside, 
to observe, that tile measure!, with a view 
to which the'bon. member yesterday mov¬ 
ed for the committee, was one wliicii ought 
not to be adopted without the most mature 
consideration,’ For even alreadv, and 
while the bill which had so recently fallen 
to the ground,, was pending in parliament, 
iits ^peratisn upon ifle corn market was 
most alarming. The price of bread-corn 
particularly had a mpst unusual and enor¬ 
mous rise, from no other public cause, in¬ 
somuch that; the Baiters’ Company had 
ypsteaday waited upop tlie Lord Mayor 
and magistrates, and represented that, 
owing to,this rise, they could,not, without ■ 
a mQst. considerable Joss, proceed with' 
theinbusiaess, unless a very material in- 
crease was made in the price of bread, a» 

; regulated fpr the week. The price of.com 
still oonBnned to rise higher tins day, and 
for this-fact be would appeal to his hon. 
colleaguenearbifn (Mr. Alderman Cur- 
*tw). It-was therefore obvious, that the 
{ChMequjeOceaof reviving the measure must 
be extremely oppressive to the public. iHe 
hoped the.,hon. roenJber would not persist 
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in tbfc measure this session, and should countries. There were some circumstances, 
oppose the Speaker’s leaving the chair. which hqd very recently come to his know- 
, Mr* Western said, he was sorry to find ledge, that, must render the policy of the 
the hon. alderman object to a measure measure very apparent* He understood 
that had already been discussed in pariia- that the govt* of France had lately issued 
meat* Should the motion for the Speaker^ an order for permitting the exportation of 
, ,leaving the chair be now agreed to, it was 90 m, with a view that the agriculture of 
,his intention to move, jn the^ committee^ France might not sustain any injury, lie 
certain resolutions, which should bfc the hoped, therefore, that parliament would 
ground-work of a hill tie afterwards meant take care that it would not be necessary 
to bring in for pegulbting the exportation for us to import any corn into this couu- 
and importation oi corn ; and which should try# which must operate as an eneouiage- 
, be similar to a bill lately passed in that mqnt to the agriculture of France, and as 
bouse* but whidh was lost m consequence a discouragement to that of G. Britain, 
of the |^br<4s» having made in it cefrlaih This was a very serious consideration, and 
amendments that were incompatible with he hoped it would have its due weight 
the privileges of the Cnmmons* Heshould with the house.* He was confident, that if 
w bring in just speh another bill, with the souje encouragement was not held out to 
amendments, i|nd then gent* vybo meant mukeU more worth the farmers while to 
to oppose it, should recollect that’ it had grow corn than it was at present, we could 
; passed that house without, even a diyi- expect nothing else but scarcity. The 
sion,,and that jt,had J>*wd !the House of resolutions he now had to submit were so 
Lords without any, or with very little opT moderate,. that no one could object to 
position. ; them. Here the bon. member moved cer- 

jChe, Speaker x here interrupted, the bphi tain resolutions similar to those that had 

* member, by observing, that be was npt at been laid before the house before, ami 
liberty, to, take notice of any thing which declaring the necessity of certain regula- 
had passed in »tbe other house p{patlSimeb,t| ; tionsfcrthe importation and exportation 

Mr. Western jesnwed. Hesaid, he w«u| of corn. 
t sorry if he transgressed thovonders of tbd , Sir William Curtis declared that he was 
house ; but his object, wa$,to/ahqw, .that Jin? equally anxious with the hon. gent, to pro¬ 
bill, of yvhiqh be nau^nt jto^inoye a sii mote the object of the bill lie meant to 
4 nnkr, one,, had:,befin ( qouridwd by } ,parj« introduce, as he perfectly agreed with 
liament as a necessary,measure,, inasmuch him, that every encouragement should be 
as it had passed both ,hou^»> in &be,man-) held out to the growers of corn, to in¬ 
ner he described, , He was sure that, upon crease the quantity of that article m the 
due confiid€rptipn , 5 getd. w;quld feel this £cj country. , Rut he agreed with his hou. 
be a pjpst important measure, ft was no* friend hear him (Alderman Combe), that 
thing less thiuva measure to prevent thquj a farther time ought to be allowed for the 
sands of acres of land throughout ,thq discussion of a measure of that kind, 
country from beitt§fdeserMj?y tH^plougl) \ which, at the .present moment, was likely 
to prevent farmers from converting ftheir to >do a great deal of mischief m the 
lands to other purposes be&ides tk^e of country. He wished the hon. gent, op¬ 
sowing corn. ;Tt we^ a to prevent posite %o him to consider what was the 

the i%cprrp;nce ; ’operiftion .of the bill that was already bc- 

heou fqlt in > 0 . dreadful some fare the house. It had the effect of spread- 

years ago; and, to Jpaake- the ing^ti general alarm throughout the metro- 

price jot qorbt- .These polls, and raising the price of corn and of 

J^inga never be .done by iniporta- br^ad. On the last market day wheat 

tioo *nust a rose 5s. a sack; on the present day it rose 

^ - «5s. more. 'All this was in consequence 

* .of the bill Which had passed that house; 

tefepft of tbe ,^-ai* ft; Jfor the and if a bill, merely in its progress’through 

„ grower ! parliament, bad produced such an effect, 

was coni^lid <4 pti MM ,'jf.ake | what might not be expected from it when 

place' He also wished passed into a law ? , The prices would be- 

* /or a mo^eht, r look ^h|s pfit^he qm^e sot high, that we should be obliged 

S tipU supplies froth foreign countries. 

so far ds it for these reasons was determined to 
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oppose the measure which the bon. gent, 
meant to bring forward in every stage, and 
which, lie trusted, he would consent to put 
oft" till next session.—The motion for the 
Speakei*s leaving the chair was then agiced 
to, and the house bring#iu a committee, 
agieed to the resolutions and the report was. 
ordered to be brought up to-inonow.~Ad¬ 
journed. » 

nousv. «,k common.^. 

Sat unlay, July 21. j 

At four o’clock, theie being no more I 
than 28 members present, the house of 
couisc adjourned to Monday. 

<* 

HOI SK OF LORDS. 
j\loutlay, July 28. 

[Londov Clergy Incumhin rs* Bill.] 

•—On the older of the day being lead for 
the further consideiation of this bill* 

The Bidiop of *87. Asaph rose, and 
said,—My loids, cm Thuisday last, upon 
die motion that this hiH be now read 
a third time, an amendment was moved 
by a noble duke opposite to me, to 
change the word tw now" into 44 this day 
three months.* 1 And upon this a further 
amendpient was moved, to adjourn the de¬ 
bate till this day; to which the house 
agreed. I wish, therefore, to know dis¬ 
tinctly, what question we aie now upon. 
Do^p the noble duke persist in his motion 
of amendment ? 

The Duke of Ntufo'k then renewed his 
motion, that the won! 44 now” be changed 
into this day 8 mouths.** Upon which, 
The Bishop of St. J,saph rose 1 and spoke 
as follows:—My loids, the bill upon which 
we are to debate, whether it shall be read a 
Sd time now, or on this day 8 months. Is 
intit 1 cel an 44 Act for the lelief ot certain 
incumbents ot Living? in the City of Lon¬ 
don.'' My loid% before 1 go into this bill, 

1 must desire your kmlship w to lemark, that 
these <c certain” incumbents, to whose re¬ 
lief this bill applies* aiea great majority ol 
the. benefioed cleigy of the c ity of London. 
A great majority, my lords; 1 repeat, and 
insist upon tins circumstance, because gfj^ut 
inisreprcsentatTbn is gone abroad. It was 
lately asset ted in a very respectable assembly, 
and what was asserted in that assembly has 
found its way into the public prints, that the 
incumbents to be relieved by tins bill, are a 
minoiity only of the LoAlon < lergy. It has 
been said, that the parishes, to which what 
is called the Tire Act applies, and to which 
of consequence, tins act, which is an amend¬ 
ment of the hire Act, applies, arc in num- 
VOL. II, 


her only 48 ; while the parishes within the 
city, not aftected by the h ire Act, nor by 
this bill, are 51. My lords, this is a most 
outrageoU* falsehood. The parishes which 
fall under the Fi”e Act, and under tins bill, , 
arc not fewer than 8(>; though the livings, it 
is true, ai e no more than 51. Foraftcrtbe Fire 
o( Lqpdon, it was thought proper to rebuild 
only of of the 8f> churches tlestrtfycd by that 
calamity, and by uniting, to reduce (ji<) of the 
benefices to 54. And thus, the 8b paiishe? 
made only U livings. Still they arc 8b 
parishes. But the parishes \yhieh escaped , 
the tire and aie not affected by’the Tire Act* 
arc 1<), and no moie. 'Hie incumbents, 
therefore, for whose relief this bill is intro¬ 
duced, arc a very great majority of the Lon¬ 
don clergy.— My lords, your lordships have 
heard much, I believe, ofthe opulence oftlu ‘St 
If) livings, in which the rights of the clv'gy 
were not curtailed by the Fire Act. Your 
lordships have heard, that the jevcnucs of 
those lij livings are tmmer.°c, enormous 
far beyond the proportion of the wants of 
any pnvate clergymen, too much for cliuioil¬ 
men to be permitted to enjoy ! My lords, 
this is another falsehood* One of thosediv- 
ings is said to produce 700b per an-run, 
another 8001. J speak of reputed \aluc% 
which arc generally beyond the truth. But 
the average of the If) is no more than 290 I. 
per annum.—*-My lords, il may* sc -m strange, 
that, at this time of day, w< should have to 
provide for the better maintenance of die 
London clergy. F.speciidJy as you will per¬ 
ceive, by the very preamble of this bill, that 
their maintenance has in forrnci times been 
the object of parliamentary ptovision. Your 
lordships have heard, that their appoint¬ 
ments arc very inadequate. But you arc. 
perhaps, not informed h«>w they came to Le 
so poor, nor what claim the London clergy 
have to a better maintenance. I shall theie* 
fore endeavour to state to vour Lordships* 
what their situation oiiginahy w,iS, and 
flow they were reduced to, their present im¬ 
poverished condition* This v/.ll ih’*o\v 
much light upon*the {irgurftent 1 am about 
to hold upon the justice and expedient v of 
the bill now before your lordsnip*.-.* 
The maintenance of the clergy, y< itr 
lordships know* derives from two principal 
souices; tithes and oblations. Tile streets 
of London, my lords, or of any great toyym 
produce no tithes Certainly no piaediai 
tithes, nor any mixt. London can jnoducc 
no species of tithes,• but the personal. Of 
personal tithes wc hear much indeed in the 
old. Canonists, antf something we hca» cf 
them iif«the statute book. Yet I am per- 

! 3 z % 
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suaded die claim never Was generally en 
forced ; and no where less than in the city of 
London. The oblations therefore have been, 
in all times, the principal maintenance o! 
the London clergy. It is true we have acts of 
parliament which purport to be for regulating 
the payment of tithes in London . But that is 
Only that tfye word is very inacourarefused, 
as a general name for the legal dues of the 
cleigy, of whatever description; or that 
tithes, if any there were, arc meant to be 
inducted under the general provisions of ! 
those acts. The certain matter of fact is, 
that the oblations made almost, it not alto¬ 
gether, the. whole property of the London 
clergy. The oblation, your Lordships 
know, was a small payment due of right to 
the Minister upon Sundays and other great 
festivals of the chuich; regulated in its 
quantum by custom and usage; but every 
where bearing some proportion to the rent 
of the parish.oner, who was to p ty it. The 
eail.est authentic intoimution, that I find 
about the oblations in Loudon, is in an 01 ^ 
durance of Roger Niger, who was bishop of 
London in an early part of the I 3th ccn- 
‘ tury. Niger requires, that the good citi¬ 
zens of London pay to the minister one far¬ 
thing for every 10$. of rent,dicbu$ Domi¬ 
ni ci;T, et solcnn bus, etfestis duplicibus prae- 
sertim Apostoloruirt quorum vigilia!jejunan- 
tur; i.e. on Sundays, nply-days, ancl the dnu- 
bit festivals, especially of the Apostles, 
who^e vigils are fastccU And these pay¬ 
ments Bishop Niger orders is due, in his 
time, of ancient usage and immemorial cus¬ 
tom. In the beginning of the 1 3th century, 
therefore, the oblations, upon these days, 
and in this proportion to the rents, were due 
by a usage then ancient, and Wy a custom 
then become immemorial. There was, 
however, some want perhaps of precision in 
4 the language of Bishop Niger’s ordinance 
which opened a door to much litigation be¬ 
tween the clergy of London and their pa# 
rishioners. Bishop Niger states the quan¬ 
tum of oblation* upon every day of offering 
at one farthing for an annual rent of lOs 
Ipne halfpenny for a rent of 20s. and one 
penny for a rent of 40$. But he goes no 
further in describing the ascending scale; he 
mentions no higher rent than 40s. aor any 
higher payment than orte penny. From 
which the citizens of London had the inge¬ 
nuity to draw this curious conclusion : that 
.one penny was the utmost that could be 
claimed, let lhe rent be what it might. # One 
spenny, they allowed^ was dcmandable c^ery 
offering day for a rerit of 40s. ; but ^hey 
j;ended, no mofe^was cfem.indablc if the 
Lthould be 40 times 40s. Arslibishop 



Arundel put out a constitution, in which he 
interpreted Bishop Nigei s ordinance more 
favourably for the clergy. He declared the 
true sense of it to be, that ail additional fur— 
thing was to be paid for every addit.onal l Os. 
of rein, to whatever the rent might amount. 
■TheArchbishop's censufution was approved, 
and confirmed by the pope, and the good 
citizens of London submitted. 'For your 
loidships will observe, that we are got back 
to times, when an ordinance ot the diocesan, 
and a metropolitan constitution, confinned 
by the papal bull, was law, and the only law 
upon such questions.—But upon this the 
citizens of London had recourse to another 
expedient to lower the Claims of oblations. 
They raised a question upon the number of 
days in the whole year, on which the obla¬ 
tions were to he paid. It was their point to 
make them as few as possible, and it was the 
interest of the clergy to make them as many. 
Bishop Niger’s ordinance said the oblations 
weie to be made dielms DomhSicis, et sn]en— 
rebus, et festb dupj^pituvq prsesertim Apos 
tolorum vigtliiejejunantur. About 

the SuTufavs them never was any difficulty. 
But for other festivals the citizens con¬ 
tended, that the words praesertirn Aporto- 
loium qnoium vigiMse jejunantur were meant 
to circumviib£ the apparent latitude of the 
preceding word*, solcmnbus et testis duph- 
C'ibus; and to specify what solemn days, and 
what double festivals were to be days of 
offering. And that these weie only the 
festivals of those Apostles, whose vigils wen- 
fasted. Those, in our calendar, wt r near 
more than they are now, that is, they weie 
no more than 3. Ami those 8 days, added 
to the 52 sundavs, made fiO days oi offenng 
in the whole year, if none of the 8 d ivs foil 
upon a Sunday, winch would sometimes 
happen* and reduce the number. Sixty 
days at one faithing lor each day upon 
a rent of 10s. was equivalent to a rate of 
2$. fid. in the pound : which seems. 1 con¬ 
fess, to be considerable for the time. And 
the diminution, by the coincidence of festi¬ 
vals and Sundays, amounted 1o no more 
than 4d. upon" the 20s. rent in 7 ycais. 
Tfte clergy however naturally wished to 
make more days of offering. A^pd to moic 
they certainly were entitled* by Bishop 
Niger’s ordinance : or rather by that ancient 
usage and immemorial custom, upon which 
that ordinance w^ founded.—Your hard¬ 
ships have heard it said, that upon this occa¬ 
sion, a sly old pope created 20 new saints, to 
bring grist to the mill of the London clergy- 
My lords, 1 know that this assertion is to 
be found in authors of considerable name; 
ho might have been expected to wri* c 
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with more caution, or with more veracity, 
upon this subject^ But 1 was surprized to 
tint! the other day, th.it thejr authority bail 
imposed upon my noble and learned friend 
upon the woolsack. JVly lords, 1 should! 
be obliged to any noble lord, that would] 
give iiu* the names of those twenty worthies, j 
that were canonized upon that occasion ; oi 
the natno of the Pope who performed the 
opeiation. My lords, they are nowhere to 
be found. The names of those illustrious 
taints, or the name of the Pope who saint<d 
them, 'Phe plain matter of fact is this. 
Besides the festivals of those 8 Apostles, 
whose vigils are fasted ; there are certain 
days, which have always been observed in 
the ch ui ch, not in the church of Home par- 
tiruLnly, but in every church in Christen¬ 
dom, with as mhcli, and some of them even 
with more reverence than the festivals of any 
of the Apostles. Days not introduced by 
any Pope, but anterior to all popery. Days 
which have no reference to auy*siunt, ancicnr 
oi modern, but to our Lord himself; being 
tiie amuvejsanVs or days observed as the 
anniversaries, of the most mteientiug oc- 
r m rein es of our ] ,ord’s own life. Such are 
the feast of our Loul’s nativity, the feast of 
bis cn dimension, his Kpiphany. TJiese 
(lays, in the whole year, were 18 in number. 
To these we must add, the feast of the j 
Apostles St. Philip and St. James, and the 
feast of the nativity of St. John the Baptist: 
which were always observed as great feasts, 
although the vigil of the former was not ! 
fasted. Tln-e, with the other 18, make 
20 days : just as munv, as the pope is said 
to have added new saints to the calendar. 
To which, bowe\er, two more are still to 
bo* added, being oh?wived, in those times in 
evety parish, though not in all parishes on 
the same day. 'These two arc the anniver-j 
sary of the di dil ation of the parish church, ] 
;i,:d the feast of tI k* pation saint, to whom 
the church was dedicated. W e have, there¬ 
fore, t ( l days in the year to be added to the 
8 days of the Apostles, and to the 5*0 Sun¬ 
days, making in all 82 days in the year, for 
which the clergy claimed. And it is re¬ 
markable, t^uit in the rcjgn of Hen. ViII. 
upon an attempt o adjust the differences, 
which then subsisted between the clergy of 
London and theh parishioners, the number 
of 82 days of offering in the year was ad¬ 
mit! ed by u court of common council. (See 
Moore s Jt use of the London Clergy, p. 18.) 
It is said, that hi the interval between the 
time J am speaking of, and me reign ol 
Hen. VI11. tiie claims ol the clergy had 
been carried much higher* About tuc tnid- 
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die of the 15th century, an incumbent of 
one of the city livings sued one of his pa¬ 
rishioners in the f cclesiastlcul couit, for re¬ 
covery of oblations withholden. Sentence 
was given in favour of the clergyman. The 
f suit made a great noise, and the cause was 
earned by appeal to Rome ; where the sen¬ 
tence was confirmed. But the city taking 
the matter up, and disputes running very 
high, King Hen. Vl. thought proper to call 
in the pope's authority. Nicholas V. after 
euquiiing into the mgits of the case, issued 
his bull, ratifying the ordinance of Bishop 
Niger, as interpreted by Archbishop Arun¬ 
del and Innocent VII. and confirming the 
sentence given in the case between the clergy- 
mau and his parishioner. In this the number 
of offering days, it is said, was carried up to 
100. (See More’s Case, p. 11—1?.) And 
I can easily believe it. For I can easily be¬ 
lieve, that the clergy at this time would think 
they had a right to clai n all the days speci¬ 
fied as solemn festivals—Festa Solemniter 
celcbrauda—in the provincial constitution of 
Archbishop lslep. The number of days in 
that constitution is 42, which, added to the 
52 Sundays, make 04 (little short of 100) in 
the year. Nor can 1 think the claigi of 100 
days fastens on the clergy, of those times, 
any imputation of rapacity. For the num¬ 
ber is much short of what they might have 
claimed under the letter of Bishop NigeTs 
oidiuance, which seems to give them all the 
Festa Dupbeia. And the Festa Duplicta 
of the Homan calendar are very numerous 
indeed. However, my lords, in the time of 
Hen. VIII. the Common Council of Lon¬ 
don could not reduce the offering days to a 
number less than 82. They admitted the 
claim of the clergy to 82 days of offering in 
the year. And 82, at the old rate of one 
farthing for each day upon every 10s. of 
rent, is equivalent to a rate of 3s. 5d. in the 
pound.—The citizens of London having ad¬ 
mitted the claim of the clergy to this extent; 

I cannot understand upon what principle the 
clai m was reduced by the 37 th of Hen. V ill. 
to 2s. £)d. in the pound. That statute has 
reference to a decree to be made by commis¬ 
sioners appointed by the King, 4t for th^ap- 
peasing of divers variances, contentions, 
and strifes, which had arisen between the 
parsons, vicars, and curates of the city of 
Lon Ion, and the citizens and inhabitants 
of th<t sam% for and concerning the pay¬ 
ment of tithes, oblations, and other du¬ 
ties, within the s^ud c.ty and liberties. 
j* The preamble of • ae act sc s fortn, 4 that 
m well tne sak? parsons, * icars ' cu¬ 
rates*. as the said citizens and inhabitants 
% 
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bad com{5romittcd and put themselves to f the rate of 5s. 9d, [See Moore’s Case, 
stand to such order and decree, touching the p. 3% 36.] These estimates were m;idc; 
f premises, ns the King's commissioners should and both parties , the clergy and the cj- 
make. And the statute enacts, that such tizens appear to have acted with great good 
decree as should be made by the King’s faith ; for the difference is little or nothing : 
Commissioners, or any 6 of them, before nothing certainly in the geneial result, but 
the 1st of March then next ensuing, shoukk very little in the detail, between the two 
Stand, remain, and be as an act of parlia- statements of actual receipt, that of the 
ment, and hind as well all citizens and in-* clergy themselves, and that of the citizens; 
habitants of the said city and liberties, (or though it was the interest of the clergy -to 
the time being, as the said parsons, vicars, put it as low as they could, and of the citi- 
Cni\ites f and tneir sucA?sors for ever.”- And zens to put it as high as thev* could. But 
in pursuance of this act, the commissioners they agreed ju their separate statements, and 
issue their decree, (t that the citizens and by that agreement are entitled to the highest 
inhabitants of the said city and liberty credit. And by comparing either statement 
ph:\)\ yearly pay their tithes’ (so the decree of actual receipt, with the statement of real 
says but tithes, as I have stated to your value, according to the 2s. 9d. in the pound, 
lordsh ps, in London mean oblations) “ to it appeals [see a document annexed to 
the pit sons, vicars, and curates of the said Mooie’s case, which is said to be preserved 
city, and iheir successors, for the time be- among the records of the city, in the town 
ing, after the rate hereafter following, viz. clerk’s office], that what the clergy received 
oi every JO shilling rent by the year, o r wns has thap one-third of the full value, 
all and every house, 4 and houses, ware- The troubles coming on, no measnu s were 
houses, Src. within the said pity and bber-y -taken for their relief, and thev remained in 
ties, 1 1 £d. and of every 20s. of rent by, statu quo till the fire of London; which 
the year, ol all and every such bouse and gave occasion to a change in the manner of 
bouses, &c. 3*. 9d. and so above the rent providing for the clergy of those parishes 
of 2$s, i by the year, ascending from 10s. to which were destroyed by the fire, which 
fO?. according to the rate aforesaid.eventually .has been verv detrimental to them. 
Thus 2s. i)d. in the pound, according to —I have stated to your loidships, that after 
the rents, was fixed as a composition for the fire of London, 5] bungs weie formed 
the oblations due to every incumbent of # out of the 8b parishes which had mrtered 
living in the city of London; and this con- by that calamity. And by an act of the 
tinucs, to this day, to be the legal Akim of 23d Cb. JL commonly called the lute Act, 
eveiy city clergyman, except any parti- a certain annual income is appointed for the 
culnr place can shew a custom of payment maintenance of the incumbent of every one 
at a lower rate, or where another mode of of these livings, to be raised, or so much 
payment has been established by later sta- of it as shall exceed the small stipend paid 
tides.—But in no period of time, I believe, in some parishes by the impropriator to be 
have the London clergy actually received raised by equal assc*«ment upon the mhabi- 
the amount of this rate of 2*, 9d- in the tant$. My lords, I do not believe that the 
pound, short i*s it falls of what the epurt 
of Common Council, in the 20th Hen. 

Vlll, admitted to be their Just demand, 
viz. 3s, 5d* in the pound. But even this 
lowered demand, upon what principle low¬ 
ered I qannot say, this lowered demand 
of 2s. pd. has never been received. By 1 ' 
concealment of the rents, and various’sub¬ 
terfuges, the payments were so much re¬ 
duced, that in the reigns of dames I, and 
Ch« L the clergy applied to parliament for 
icdrcss. And in the latter reign, the King 
ordered, that the incumbent of every living 
should send in an account of his nayul xt* 
evipt, at that time, from his living. The 
citizens were also requited to send in ,t|u!ir 
estimate,**! the actual reoeipt of each livigg, 
accompanied with a statement of what*the 
3M3&1 VI 4ue of eacl^ would amoqEft to, gt 


legislature at that time meant to Heal illi 
berally by the clergy ; or that tiie citizens of 
th#t time wished their der jv to lx* illiberally 
dealt by. It is true, the settled im omes fell 
far shott of what the amount of the legal 
demand would have hem, just before the 
file; and J find that they fall short, upon 
the wh^Je, just in the same proportion, in 
which the actual receipt fell ♦ short a few 
years before the fire. I imagine, that the 
intention of the legislature was to secure to 
the clergy, what their actual receipt had 
been just before the fire: and perhaps it 
might have been unreasonable to lay upon 
the citizens, under the recent and heavy 
pressure of that calamity, <x greater burden 
than they had been for some years in the 
habit pf •sustaining. The provision might 
he competent tor the clergy of that timq 
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and what is more, I believe the clergy of 
that time were better off with the incomes 
the Kire Act gave them, than they would 
have been, had they been left in possessio 
of their claim to 2s. pd. in the pound. An 
for this reason. Your lordships will find a 
proviso at the end of the statute, 37th H 
VIII. “ that if any person take a tenement 
for less than the accustomed rent, 4 by reason 
of great ruin, or decay, brenning, or such 
like occasions or mischiefs, that then Such 
jjcvsons shall pay tithes only after the rate 
of the rent reserved in the lease, as long as 
the s>imc lease shall endure.” And by a 
claused*! the act for the rebuilding of Lon¬ 
don, passed in the 20th Ch. il. tenants in 
fee-tail weie impowered to grant the scitcs 
of their demolished houses, upon building 
or repairing leases, as we should now call 
them, for 50 years. The consequence, 
therefore, would have been, that where such 
leases were granted, the clergy, left to their 
demand of 2s. yd. in the pound, for 50 
years to come, would have received it only 
upon the ground rents The condition iq 
which the Fire Act put them, was, I be¬ 
lieve, much better for the cleigy of that 
time. But the evil was in making the an¬ 
nual income certain ; for certain annual in¬ 
come is imimproveable income. If the in¬ 
come was only a competence then, it is very 
evident it must be downright beggary now. 
And in the same proportion, and at the 
Fame pace, at which their parishioners have 
been growing rich, the clergy, with this 
unimprovcable income, have been growing 
poor. If the clergyman, by his income, 
w,.s upon a level with the merchant at the 
t.me of the Restoration, he is now, with 
the same income, hardly upon a level with 
thr* junior cleik in the merchant’s compting 
house, if he is to be raised to his true level, 
his income must be enlarged. I agree, 
therefore, with noble lords, who thinkgthe 
real fault of the present bill is, that theore¬ 
tic f it will afford wdl be inadequate. Your 
lordships will lecollcct, that it wa$*observed 
by a nght rev. prelate the other day, that of 
the 51 livings which are the object of the 
Fire Act, b only amount to 2001. per anti* 
These (> will be raised by the present bill to 
03:31. fis. 8d. Another indeed will be ad¬ 
vanced to the amusing sum of 4d. 

This is the great pri^e, which turns up from 
si lute union of tty'° (lavishes, which, by the 
old act, produce, by their separate incomes 
put together, 2i>01. * But of tbe$( livings, 
the far greater part wjll still be under 3001. 
per arm. and 19 of them wiM mot ctfcefcd 
8001. And what is even SQQi.'p# 
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I the maintenance of an incumbent of a Lon- 
I don-jiving in the present times ?—My lords, 

f 't may seem that / might have scared this * 
nait of the argument; for, with great satis- 
' faction I mention it, the principle of the 
bill is not opposed. No one of your lord¬ 
ships entertains a doubt, that the pfovisio* 
for the London clergy is shamefully insuffi¬ 
cient; and no one of your lordships but 
wishes it were very considerably improved. 
The objection to the bill, which weigh* 
with some of your lordshij s, is, that it is 
contrary to the established usage of ihi* 
house, a usage founded in the just attention 
of the house to private property, to enter¬ 
tain a private bill, unless the petitioners for 
it can shew, that they have the consent of 
all those whose interests may be affected by 
what they desire to be done for their own 
advantage. My lords, 1 acknowledge the 
wisdom and justice of this proceeding in all 
cases of private bills^ of bills m which pri¬ 
vate interests only are concerned ; for one 
private interest is not to be advanced at the 
expence of another. But although this bill 
was brought into parliament by petition, 
and so far carries the shape and appearanee 
of a private bill, yet I cannot admit that it 
is really of the nature of a private bill* 
My lords, it is not a bill for the promotion 
of private interests ; in its object it is a pub¬ 
lic bill; il is a bill * for an object of the 
greatest national importance that can be 
hrought before paihument. My lords, a 
bill far the better maintenance of the Lon¬ 
don clergy, is a bill for the support of the 
established religion in the metropolis. And 
with the condition of religion in the metro¬ 
polis, its condition in the whole nation is 
nearly and intimately connected. What 
greater national object can your lordships 
Have before you ? Mv lords, when I first 
rose, I was anxious to impress your lord- 
ships with a persuasion of the fact, that the 
petitioners for this b.11 are a very great ma¬ 
jority of the whole J)ody of the London 
clergy. 1 iirti apprehensive, that my ear¬ 
nestness Mphn that point may lead to a 
misconception of my present argument* 
That yout 15rdships may imagine, that I 
would put this out of the class of private 
bills, because It U for the general intercut of 
the London clergy. My lords, that fo not 
my meaning. * The general interests'of the 
Londbn clergy, as a body by themselves, 
are still but private interests. 'But; my 
Jo/ds, my argument goes to identify those 
general interests «*f the London clergy With 
tfffe gjnetal interests oF the whdleV nation, 
jt is upon that ground that I teauitain, "that 
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tWp is no private bill, because it i* not fpr r 
private but for a public object of the hr 
■ magnitude* And in the cas.* of sut h a hi’ 
it would be a sacrifice of substance to fo 
indeed (wbh h 1 am confident your lordship 
Will never mak~)» if your lordships w* re t« 
Say, because this bill has been mtioduced b} 
petition, we will not entertain it, unless w 
nave before us every individual, whose pr.- 
vate interests may be in any way affected, n 
give his consent. My lords, 1 do deny, 
that upon a m< as tire of great national mi 
portame, the consent of individuals, whos 
interests may be incidentally affected, is b 
be sought. Private interest® are to r;ive way 
to public advantage, and for this very plain 
reason ; that the individual, whos<* interest^ 
is in any way deteriorated by u measure of 
public expediency, has his compensation in 
the share Mat will rome to him, of the 
public good which the measure is to pro¬ 
duce.—■Still, my lordSj I know it is appre¬ 
hended, that the passing of this bill will be 
a dangerous precedent, and open a door to. 
many applications, which it would be very 
improper to grant, and yet difficult to re* 
fuse when once this is granted. Upon what 
ground, it is said, will you refuse, after this, 
a legislative relief to any clergyman, who 
«an shew that his provision is inadequate ? 
And God knows this is what tin my deserv¬ 
ing clergymen can too easily demonstrate. 
One is reduced to a miserable pittance by a 
modus, which he is compelled to receive in 
satisfaction for the tithes of many pro¬ 
ductive acres, and the increase of numerous 
flocks and herds. Another performs the 
laborious duty of a populous parish, for no 
better remuneration in this world, than a 
scanty stipend paid by the impropiiatorf 
Therefore, says the noble and learned lord 
upon the woolsack, the passing of this bill 
will be a dangerous precedent; unless you 
pan distinguish the case of the London clergy 
irptn lly case of any other clergyman who 
is insufficiently provided. My lords, I say 
'that the case of the London clergy U distin¬ 
guished. It is distinguished froth every 
jpther by this very circumstance, that they 
arc the London clergy—-the clergy of the 
metropolis. My lords, this distinction is 
not of jny Invention; it is obtruded upon 
your lordships* notice by tip: authority of 
the statute book ; in which not a single sta¬ 
tute* from t£e earliest times to the latest, is 
to dating to tithes in general, in 

"express exception is not nmtfc ©f 
theJease of the London clergy: and £>r 
iipffofber reason, than because they # are 
: ^1*d>oa clergy. Ljacy ait: clergy* 


metropolis, and their competent mainte¬ 
nance L essential to the*.maintenance of 
he rel gion of the country ; which is not 
(jualiv to be said in the solitary case of 
tiv rural clergyman.—My lords, I really 
an perceive no aualogy at all between 
die case of a country clergyman, beggared 
by a modus (which, however, is a very 
ieplor «ble case), and the case of'the body 
of the London clergv, beggared by the 
Fire Act. I apprehend that every modus 
' vhich the courts*, if it were litigated, 
•vould confirm) must have originated, or 
must be supposed in law to have origi¬ 
nated, in composition real. And that, 
in every such case, the incumbent, at the 
time when the composition took place, 
received for himself a valuable considera¬ 
tion, over and above the small pav ment 
reserved, to the detriment of his sutces- 
ors. '(’here was nothing unlawful in the 
practice, however prejudicial it was to 
the church and to religion, till it was ru^ 
strained by statute. But here was a va¬ 
luable consideration to a poison entitled, 
and having at the time a right to sell. 
And it would be contrary to all justice* 
to pretend, at this time of day, to set 
aside a lawful contract of so long stand¬ 
ing. But can it be imagined, that the 
incumbents of the city livings at the lime 
received any valuable consideration for 
what*was subtracted from their legal 
claims by the Fire Act?—With respect to 
impropriations, mv lords, it has been ar¬ 
gued, that this biM is inconsistent with its 
own principle; in as much as proposing to 
augment the burden of the assessment 
Upon the inhabitants, it proposes to make 
no augmentation of the buiden upon the 
impropriators. If the assessment upon 
the inhabitants is to be augmented, why 
ajg^not the stipends, paid by the nnpro- 
pPPior.s to their vicars «atul perpetual cu¬ 
rates, augmented m the same proportion ? 
It Would be only a just imposition upon 
them, and would m some degree ease the 
inhabitants. Equitable as this may seem, 
my lords, on the first face of the pro¬ 
posal; I believe, upon a closer inspection, 
it will appear, that it would neither be 
generally practicable to raise the stipend 
paid bf the impropriator; nor, were it 
practicable, would it be just. Many of 
the impropriations are in the hands of 
ecclesiastical bodies, and make the prin¬ 
cipal part of thei^ maintenance. And 
these appfopriators could but ill afford 
to expend the sources of their awn main* 
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tonance upon the support of their infe¬ 
rior brethren, * however they may wish 
their brethren were better provided. Then 
the far iii eater part of these appropriations 
are under lease. And the proportion, in 
which the rexentie of the estate is shared 
between the lessor and tlie lessee, is foi 
the mo^ part such, that the lessee has sel- ■ 
fiom so little as two-thirds, and the lessor? 
in his reserved rents and the hues put to¬ 
gether, seidom so much as uu^-thlrd, And 
for tins reason, the burden of the stipend, 
to the vicar or the perpetual curate, is 
usually thrown by the lease upon the 
lessee, lie puvs it, as teserved annual 
rent. One «>i th«* most valuable appro¬ 
priations m the city, 1 believe, is tne rec¬ 
tory of St. Bridget, commonly called St 
Brides, m Fleet-street. Tins is appro¬ 
priate in die chuicli ot Westminster Jt is 
under lease. In the beginning of the last 
c nlury, there were, endless disputes be- 
tween the lessee ol the church ot West¬ 
minster, and the inhabitants ot the parish. 
After leasing one another, with vexatious 
law suits till both sides were tired out; 
they muted, the detin and chapter their 
lessee and the parishioners, in u petition 
to parliament tor a bill to adjust their <lit- 
fc rein < s. A bill was accordingly passed, 
assigning a eeitam annual income of 4001. 
to the appropnntor, to be raised by as- | 
tsessiucnt upon the inhabitant? of the pa- 1 
rish. And this seemed so inuclj below the 
full value, that many burdens, which pro¬ 
perly belonged to the appropriate^ were 
thrown upon the inhabitants. This annual 
income of 4001. is under lease. The 
cl lurch of Westminster receive only then- 
reserved rent, and their xery moderate 
se ptennial line. Now, my lords, m this 
case, would your lordships say, the church 
of Westminster should be compelled 
crease the stipend to the vicar OFTH. 
Bndes ? The dean anil chapter would 
say, “ We cannot afford it. We, have not 
the means. Our reserved rent goes, with 
all our reserve d rents, to the sustentation 
of our collegiate church, and ol our fa nous 
grammar school. To the payment of the 
stipends of miner canons, lay clerks, orga¬ 
nists, sacrists, virgirs, and to the educa¬ 
tion of the choristers. And* our reserved 
reuts are barely sufficient to this expendi¬ 
ture. The septennial lines are our own 
maintenance ; liable, however, in a cer¬ 
tain proportion, aM occasionally liable 
without limit, to the rcpaiis of the fabric. 
From'what source# are we to draw the in¬ 


crease of the vicar's stipend V p If you sav t 
throw the burden upon j’our lei see, who 
it is very well known pays the picscut sti¬ 
pend : ** the lessee, they will reply, will 
not consent; and xvlmt means have s*e of 
compulsion? We renewed the lease but 
hist 3 ear, tor the ‘accustomed rent, and 
with the old covenants. And the lessee 
will submit to no increase ior 'JO years to 
come—he wijjl hold us to our bargain." 
Under such circumstances, mv lords, I 
cannot see either that the mcr, use of sti¬ 
pend could be practicable, or that it would 
| be just.—Again, m the cuy, the impro¬ 
priation, lu many instance^, is m the pa¬ 
rish. The parish has bought the impro¬ 
priation. And m all these case*, to in¬ 
crease the stipend would be no eu e to the 
parishioners.* It would oulv ai^m- ni their 
payments m another shape;.—Some noble 
lords uusa, perhaps, be apprehensive, iliat ? 
u urn bill pass, we in iy soon be desired 
to do the same thing tor the ncumbents of 
those new parishes, x\ hich have been 
created under the act of Q. Anno, for 
building dO new churches. Those incum¬ 
bents may be supposed to be in the same 
situation as the incumbents of the city liv¬ 
ings, which this act concerns, in ^o *nr as 
their tn.ii tenance depends upon certain 
annual income, raised by tf s/ssment on 
their parishioners. My lords, the answer 
is, that the situations are widely diff. rent. 
The incumbents of those new parishes de¬ 
pend m part only upon fixed annual in¬ 
come. It is m part only, that their in¬ 
comes are i e tain and ununproveablc* 
Their maintenance, in great part, depends 
upon shares assigned to eAch of them, of 
a sum of money raised by a duty upon 
coals. And m aid of what that might 
produce, an additional certain annual iu- 
come is assigned them, to be raised by as¬ 
sessment. But the commissioners for car¬ 
rying the acts of Q, Amir, and King 
Geo. 1. into execution, were directed to lay 
out the shares of the money raised by the 
coal duty, either in real security, or in 
the public funds. Laid out in real secu¬ 
rity, it is improveable income: and I be¬ 
lieve the fact is, that it was for the ltiost 
part so laid out. This I know to have 
been the case in two instances : m the pa¬ 
rishes of St. Anne*s, Limehouse, and St* 
Luke's, Old-street* The incumbent of the 
Voriner is possessed in right of Ins living,^ 
o*> a very productive estate in Essex ; of 
the Jitter, of a ve^r good estate in Mid- 
1 dlesex, purchased with the money I men- 
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tinned. The incumbents therefore of these 
new .parishes, will have no pretence to so- 
' licit the interference of parliament, to 
augment the unimproveable part of their 
income. They are, already* upon the 
whole, well provided.—My lords, the 
case which comes the. nearest to that of 
the London clergy, so far as the individual 
only is considered, is that of the incum¬ 
bents of livings, where the tithes have 
been commuted, by act of’ parliament, for 
a fixed money rent. I know one remark¬ 
able instance of this, and I doubt not but 
that many more are to be found. The 
tithes of a rectory in Oxfordshire, which 
is in the patronage of the see of Rochester, 
by a bill of inclosure, which passed before 
the middle of the last century, when such 
matters were not so well understood as 
now, were commuted for a certain annual 
payment of 1001. clear of all taxes and 
deductions. It happened, that I presented 
to the living, not long before 1 was re^ 
moved from the bishopric of Rochester. 
And by thy account 1 have had of the liv¬ 
ing since, I understand that the tithes, 1 
which were exchanged for 1001. per an¬ 
num, now produce 10001. or 12001. But, 
my lords, if the rector of Mixbury should 
apply to parliament, if he should say, “my 
case is as hard as that of the London 
clergy; do for me-what has been done for 
themI should think it a proper answer 
to him, if he were told, “ your case is in* 
deed very hard. But what has been done 
for the London clergy, was not done op 
the consideration of the hardship upon in¬ 
dividuals ; but in contemplation of the im¬ 
portance of maintaining the state and dig¬ 
nity of the established religion, in the me¬ 
tropolis ; which would be ill supported, if 
the great body of its clergy were suffered 
to remain undepressed estate. Your case 
is very hard. But the public is not mate¬ 
rially affected by the inadequate provision 
of the clergyman of an obscure country 
village; and a legislative arrangement of 
property of long standing, must not be 
disturbed for the sake of an individual.”, 
—In abort, rcyr lords, 1 can see no danger 
in the precedent, which, it is apprehended, 
the passing qf this bill will establish. The 
case of the clergy of the metropolis is so 
different from a,iw case that can be ima¬ 
gined of any private country clergyman, 
or of thMgjdefgy of Westminster, or*of 
•the sabtapM that what Us now done can¬ 
not easij^ be drawn into precedent,* A # ud 
present bill4$ for a public object; 


| I cannot admit that it is tobe dealt with as 
a private bill in this house, merely because 
it was brought into the house of commons 
by petition; and that the petitioner uie 
to be called upon to shew, that, requesting 
that to be done for them, which the public 
good requires should be done, insomuch 
that if it is not done, great public mis¬ 
chief must ensue ; I say, my lords, such 
petitioners, in niy judgment, are not to 
be called upon to shew that thc\ hu\e the 
express consent of every individual, who e 
interests may be in some degree a flu ted by 
measures of such public important e, lei¬ 
surely, my lords, public advantage must, 
to a certain extent, overpower puvate in¬ 
terests. But, my lords, let me not be 
misunderstood. Far be it from me to «ay, 
that upon a measure of the gn alest pub¬ 
lic Importance, if an individual has an ap¬ 
prehension of injury m hB pm ale pro¬ 
perty, he has not a right to petition your 
lordships. That it is* not your lordships* 
duty, if he sets forth his ca^e, to hear him 
at the bar upon his petition, and to lake 
measures to prevent the injury to piivate 
property, if injur) is likely to arise. For 
although the interests of individuals may 
be, without injustice, in some degieo dete¬ 
riorated for the sake of a public end, which 
cannot otherwise be attained; yet injury 
is not to be done to private rights, ev« u 
i for the sake of public good: unless the 
consideration of the public good imolve 
considerations of justice, w hich may jus¬ 
tify what might otherwise be unjust. But, 
my lords, in the case of the present bill, 
has any individual discovered any appre¬ 
hension of detriment to his property ? 
Have we had any petitions against the mea¬ 
sure ? My lords, this thing has not been 
done in a corner. There has been no 
caracali$ent. The introduction of the bill 
iiflHparliaincut was a matter of the greatest 
public notoriety. The draft of the bill 
was communicated to the court of com¬ 
mon council. The court referred it to the 
consideration of a committee, and tliot 
committee to a sub-committee; which, I 
am told, is the usual way, in which such, 
business is conducted in the city. The 
.principalcommittee report to the court of 
common couycil, that the sub-committee 
had reported to them, “ that having takt n 
the said bill iuto their consideration, and 
having held several conferences with the 
committee of the diergy thereon (who 
agreed to'somc alterations upon their sug¬ 
gestion) they, after duly considering cut/ 
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circumstance in favour of the said incutfc- it by stratagem" My lords, f am too lit- 
hcnts, as also *ol their respective pa- tl unacquainted with city-politics, to prc- 
risbioners, were of opinion', 'that the said tend to gueSs in what way this same peti- * 
bill a* it now stands, will not be air unreu* tion against the bill before your lordships 
son able charge on the inhabitants of this might be procured; after the bill had re¬ 
dly ; and, therefore; maty xrith’priqmtety, ceived its 2d reading, after the report of 
be acceded to by the corporation." Amt the committee above stairs upon the bill, ‘ 
we (vi/. the principal Cornmifete^ agreeing when it was before a committee of the 
in opinion with the said snb-tfotfmntteie, whole bouse, previous to its 3d reading* 
humbly submit the same,” But, mj’ My lords, when' first I heard of this fa- 
lords, this is not all. A public meeting of | pious petition, I thought it might be a step 
the inhabitants of the city of London w<i$ ! taken only, for the good of the common 
r died, not by any authority, but.by those 1 serjdant^-that this bill might not be car-, 
who, dflighting in public meetings* ydlbh- riecl ffWough without his deriving some 
teeivd their services. One meeting'*! least: mblimieut. My lords, I mean no dis- 
was held, and came to some wisfc resolu-: respect to that learned gent* ; far from it. 
turns, in reference to this apnireatiotf of When he appeared at your lordships' bar, 
the clergy to parliament; which, by Order; he (bit, ( suppose, that he had little to say 
of the meeting, were to be Communicated m support of the petition, and he had the 
to the lord mayor, the aldermuh, deputes, good sense to ,stfy very little,—My lords, 
and common council of the several worlds,- under all these circumstances, considering 
and the churchwardens of the several jW the bill as in substantia public bill, con-’ 
t^hes; to be by them communicated to"the sidermg the Want pf opposition as a tacit 
nihubii ants at large; with the very evident* consent, & consent wore wanted, of all 
though not avowed, design of exciting an persons affected oy it, considering the irn- 
opposition to this bill. But, my lords, 1 pottitibce pf the object; I cannot agree to 
what did all this advertising and meeting, ,|feJ amendment moved by the noble duke,* 
and resolving, and communicating, pro- and I shall certainly say, ** content’' upon 
duce ? Nothing at all', my lords. It cer-’ th€ question, that the word u now’' Stand 
t.utdv ton*let 1 to turn the attention of the I P'4rfc,pf this motion. ; 

inhabitants of the whole city to the bill, ■ The Lord Chancellor «aid, he had em- 
But no petition was produced—not a ployed the time which had intervened 
mouth was opened, till in the very last since the last discussion of this question, 
stage of the bill, and when the present to satisfy his mind On the doubt hediad 
sf'-sion of parliament Was supposed to be"' then expressed. He w m happy tp say, he; 

\\ it bin a few days, or rather & fpw hours did thick the clergy of the city Of London 
oi its close, a paper was presented, pur- ' had been treated'by the legislature in a 
I orting to be a petition of the city of Lou- 3 manner peculiar to themselves; and that 
cion against this bill. My lords, jf st peftk this bill might, perhaps pass without its 
lion against any private bill had come; in )' being dravririfclo a precedent and general 
such u stage of the bill, and at such a pe-!' ffile. But he inust strongly protest against 
no:i of the session, before a committee this general principle, that because it is 
above stair*; I know, what the impf|||ifight id provides for a great general good, 
tiou would have been upon the mjnd : oMl!yoo’istey dosoby taxing the property of 
noble friend of ini no opposite to tneV vm<> Ihidrvidualk. He must protest against this 
deserves highly of the country for the vigi- ;l^in^‘gi^h; ; t<> the* London clergy* 

lance with winch he watches ti^e iniquity on any''^JritriSipjS'tfet may mpke the pfciun 
of pnvate bilks; I know, what the imprest equitably ffthn all ctommto who have 
bum would have been upon* my noble imutScitebt mdotaes, be relieved by a 
friendV'"mind* and upon my o*&d‘ ; Tfce? 1 m /ftojjprOr- 

mode of opposition would have prepos^4 ;! tested 1 df the bill exJ < 
cd us strongly in favour of the’bill To' op- fending jMf ” 4be ? whole, metropolis, to the. 
jiosed. We should have said, « thing b»t the city of'- 

smells too strong of trick. A petition Londfcri/ffe :beeottght thbir lordships .to 
against a bill that has been the whole few ; beware,; test the^ should fbtmg forth those 
sum pendin'* 1 In this stage of the biii^ numerous and extensive claims mi the 
And in these expiring moments of the party the’clergy, t*« gwbuld p^ovbke * 
dun! The opponents feel they have nothing jealousy .between the clergy and their 
sav against the bill, and they would kill That many of %hfc clergy!fcadnot 

Vul.IL - 4 A; * 
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ah adcqddffc or decent maintenance, no 
one would* deny* We feel asbatned,;ius 
lordship observed, when we are compmpd 
to sjpeak on this subject; -we feel disgraced, 
arChristian*, that many of the etergyy 
have such scanty; pemmoue ipcotefes. niju^ 
it is the public,, 'and' not Individuals* 
'Should be taxed, tb provide moire 
for them.~Btaljk^^ 
siderable 1 

revenue of the Iiahdot|'''iciletg^.. ; 
that the oiering^whi<^i ''OOpsiilptl^^thWp: 
revenue $ki0^ 

law, grown r ^ :f fbe; 

cyme to be 

intw li % r\ »v>k rv*. Air.. /VflHkHi <‘<'w*il*Uatu 


so much in the 


nue given in 

come from, thetrate* he cbn<?ciVfd : ;'ib have 
been enacted by the laW;bf *0i« H* with* 
out the consent of the Clergy, and that 


that by which his family and his children 
are benefited in the most essential part. 
Tife bill, he more especially considered as 
an J affair- of state. It concerned that 
Which was a&diigh, as great as any part of 
Wasrnot easy to say, among essen- 
fkalft 1 yfhicb ^greatest; but.-jf any were 
jq^tbe Was that which .regarded 

tlwBi.-ibt‘ religion and morality. A 
iat£'experience had shewn how important 
that was; for when that is gone, all the 
rest is A wreck; For these reasons he gave 
his hearer support to.the bill. 
tWiTte^'Etsliop''of London said, the history 
of, this whole matter, and the reason of 
the ^uosJfcacu^vhftd iwes.so ably handled by 
the right rev* prelate who opened the dis* 
cession, that 4*e would only now express 
t$jSf>op& that tbe hoble duke would with- 
rjt ^ motion for postponing the 


The Earl- of 
tory of the ,& 

most perspicuous, ‘ aud--'d^it^yt^fmanbe:n 
He considered *. tbe : ':actf-b$ 
iniquitous compulsion^ vfthe/.blergy^ 

When' the d&ric ■ \mw>ry ,; :;w^ 
looked at, it was not4t© wpofUtiil# at* j 
The plain v4ptentiw%f^tl^:'%"tde i jtfpit' ■ i$ 
destroy, the "Protestfu^f,:, ■$$. ,"the; 


five persons then in { i 
were papist 
^presbyterian. 
therefore, bad m_~, , T , 

The prcsei#bill partly 
©f that of 1 

be seen by tWIftu tip 
in tjte pouridthe iocoflfe 
cjergjr; wutdd’^o^bfc m ^. 

made’by ^ this'. 

the ^ pawed* 111 '* 

: »verage*' M 

modem^oti ^itb 
,posed* and vi-recede®'? 

He-augured 
-No objections.: had ^ ‘ 

.duals on the score; # 

such were to be ....... 

,be inclined to receive-fhera^.^ 
**Q* be forward to bear ainantfi;! 




m 


was important^ *b^"q'|uestibm mouths^ The object of the bill 

all, what ’h* to, : ;tfepiur ip, a small degree the gross 

whole rhi&tdr^ -«ld#t "ips.pdriant tb ~ ^ i v f/ * * “ “ J ““ ' “ 1 

wa8 f that tf|iidS8f? 

particular kwk'fiSr 

the bilb therefore, eduld passoo ^roundl 
particular to the l^ndee?!^ 
should be glad-t and if their 

were of that/optnta&V fceshould 'bi v«4 f opposition td iti; 

from his doqbts. f u v: ^j k,;if;, r JTtt«e T iake ; '',' : ,bf jtf’prfolk begged it to be 


wrdng done to the I.ondon clergy by the 
apt of Chi II. to give some comlort to most 
deserving men, who *had lived on pemu 
rious incomes; add to support the # cause of 
the established religion. He therefore 
'hoped the ndbie duke would withdraw his 


^mderstdod, that it never had been in bis 
COnt^nnplfttiOti to oppose the allowance of 
(ift^adequate support to the clergy. On 
be wished that the situation 
of the clergy through¬ 
out the whole of the kingdom should be 
ameliorated. Be did not wish to see a 
•dffratd; with his family in the countiv, 
^hiving up^on a scanty salaiy and stinted 
; h41ow,a^be^; : ; nor did he wish to see an 
Itidumbent in Loudon deprived of the 
i3j0atts<of procuring the necessaries, and 
;^gtidpatil% with his wife and children m 
and rational amusements lor 
■ j^jfaS• qualified by his character 
1 Bis .great objection to 
%^|piJ %as, that lie feared it tended to 
; private .property, ami that 
.guards, it' would encou. 
1 merable applications of a similar 
of which no man 
*eafa& 'iSetouret persist in his op- 
io-it.; bdt after what had fallen 
iflgfet rev. prelate, he would not di- 

t , .. tv ( . je' ; |) < 0d|fc # k i 

6f Amph maintained, 
as this was a public bill (for so he 
a biH wbich professed to provide 
the xnaintenitnce of an important p» rt 
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of the national clergy)* there was no 
necessity for obtaining the consent of in-* 
dividual's. 

The Duke of Clmxhce coincided in opi¬ 
nion with the noble duke, as to the ne¬ 
cessity of obtaining the concurrence off 
all those whose interests were likely tithe * 
affected by the*bill. To prevent* e$,far 
aJi he coif Id, the principle of the present 
bill irdhi being drawn into precedent^ 
would express his dissent from it, but 
without meaning to divide the house,~Tfee 
question was then put, **• that the bill W 
now read a 3d time,” and carried in the 
affirmative,—Adjourned^ ^ V v. M f 

ggggSSSZ* ggggggwgjggg -- )■■»; rr -Utut, # '\,S 

HOUSE OF'C 0 ‘MMOK«;>‘'*: ; , : ' ' 

Monday* ; t ; !V’ 

[Minutes.] — A ^me8snge ^ ;|^r^ lS the 
Lords acquainted the house* that jtbeir 
lordships had agreed to Jibe Volunteer Act 
Amendment bill, the Stupip Duty and 
Loyalty Loaubill? the Nassau Salt Ex? 
pnrtatiou bill, without ady a,mpndm€m^4t: 
Mr. Western then moved,the order of fhe 
day for bringing up foe reportpn the Corn 
Trade committee. The rij^rt^as, ac¬ 
cordingly brought up, the resolutions read 
a 1st and 2d time, and,** bill ordered to 
be brought iti* pursuant to, the sauip. .The : 
report was also ordered to he, priotofo-’-'t 
Mn Corry moved, that the account of 
Irish Linen exported since the union, which 
had been presented to The bouse, be 
priuted. Ordered., _ ,,f y.yTcV'-i^ r / v \\, 
[Fin a MCE RE8onvTid}r»*i^^be ■ 
cellar of the Exchequer next moved the 
order of the day,, for, the resumed < 
bate on the resolutions, respecting^ th^i' 
amount of the nationffo debt., 
difference between the rdsplutipnSr which! 
he intended to bring forward#; those 
already proposed by, an hop. 

Johnstone), lay in a small cpthpa^. fh<| 
might easily be reconciled. iw jifcsdlu^ 
tions he alluded to would be •readjr;';tSi| 
morrow; and, for the,satisfaction of, , 1 ft f, 
parties, he wished the discission ,<^Jfoe 
subject to be deferred fol fo4 } 
was not scarcely possible foat.,th£ 
sary papers . to, be presented#*^ 
printed before thattime. *Fhd 
gent, then moved his Aaft^sdutipp 
was agreed to, and the farther 
upon the subject was postponed fill „ 
morrow. 1 ,, * 

Mr. Vansittart said, that as he did 1^5. 
conceive that this subject would mk 


ciently elucidated by the resolutions that 
had been suggested, lie would to-morrow . 
mow some additional ones, in order to 
render the inferences mote clear and dis¬ 
tinct. For that purpose lie found it ne¬ 
cessary to move for the production of two 
^accounts: the one entitled* ** 4 Vt Account 
or estimate of the duties of customs:and 
excise in G. Britain* charged and out¬ 
standing upon bond or otherwise, bn 5 fo 
April 1303 , to 5 th April 1804 , disfoi-,* 
guishing the several articles, aud tempo¬ 
rary from permanent dutiesthe other, 

M *tu AccOuttt hr estimate of the amount 
of the duty on property, due and out- 
stjEmding, .from the same date, so far as 
the same can be made up;”^Agreed to. 

[Coaif Tuaosi Bill,]—M r. Western 
brought up a, bill for regulating the im¬ 
portation aud exportation of corn and 
the bounties apd duties thereon; which 
he said was, in substance and effect, in all 
its clauses and provisions, precisely si¬ 
milar to the'one lately rejected in that 
house** on account of the amendments 
made by the House of Lords, except in 

S f-far as related to those amendments. 

e* hoped That the bill would meet with 
the approbation of the house, and moved ♦ 
that the bill be read a 1 st time. 

' Lped A. Hamilton said, be bad various 
obfectiops to urge against jdsis bill, but he 
should content himself at present with 
asking the^stponamept, of if to another 
spssfon. iTfeeiO was Ode p^fticular point 
A whi^hduef'W^hed »twvdraw attention 

'-tit '^;h^uap* ,: ‘hh meant thaf ;part of the 
to reguUte foe importa- 
1 tiph dC’graih.^rom^ Ireland Jn to 'Scotland, 
\whfo4 wotdd!o^emfo to die ‘disadvantage 
^so^jjand, The i: Average price beiug 

comimted, not ; % thh ^prices in 1 the < 3 if- 

*: by ■ those 
.vwto yifoed to 
kmfe die 

'to 
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was at * dWy. rate but trifling Liti Scotland 
and Ireland* not amounting ia genfcr&l n 
mote than i-Sth. H e hoped* therefore; 

' that the npblelord : would defer the far¬ 
ther statement of his objections till the 
J feiil; was committed ."The bill -was ; then ? 
read a lst t ond ordered tp be read a 24 
-iime to-morrow, end to ‘he- printed; ^^ f 4> ; 

■ « 1 assae .■>■;. • ■ 

** # * , ^ house or xoiins. 

order of U>^,^ 

, hup a cbipfiiift tc^^ 

The Lotfi ' 

and delivered hit sentiments 
* I. j^ect, The measuiti tlieh; lordships wet^ibppt 
, to consider waa, be observed* one. pf^greit 
and peculiar, m$portant^ one; -iy4foh*->fo 
( a certain degree, involved ap ^teraiMo' fo 
the law of tljte, -v Jor ; ' 

relief of insolvent ttebtors ^ w^re.yspme^ 
times' productive of good but i$^**erfy 
, often products e of moU^Puia OvjU \ t l 
were often r rendered . # )( ’hjgkft 
instruments of chwinery and 
'With respect to the iorosefttiW^Mt 


With respect to the present 
; lmd to it mark iM? date%efkdvof 
" brought forward , andthe c.ir^ms^hcetfeat' 
one, the highest in the ad^ftni|tr|^ 0 ,: !oif 
The civil Jgjar $>f 

of the exi^tenc^ .'by.Ji.'xuntib: it 

came up 

■ said of the a£ ( 

but that r^ : j.^ 

; would, have jt# du&; 

, ships, iw0»kl 

sight of thp^aramomU $0t 
Even ;:t|iiiti, ‘igrpui^i 0 ^ 

•would b^,.‘tliiB 
. ft u ina^ty^.te^wiaa^' 

, expressly, that, tf* 4 p 
would b« at.r^tly*-"^ 


olyecupjsls.'tissj.'i,,^. 

He saw '^jLftij&iii 
dealt to tfaeeresbto 


vdmfrjyfauM 

' by K'dwM*^ 
'„ ,a«<E% ti: 



other houses to see that (hey were at-* 
tended toil Whea such al bdl as the pre¬ 
sent', mfc brought up, without the least 
explanation of any of its provisions, with¬ 
out an 1 opening of a single sentence, it 
% as 4 necCasa ry their lordships, previous to 
going iuto a committee on the bill, should 
be af^ysed <>of its p ravel pk. This they 
t fead 1 to collect from the preamble to the 
|;;bilft Whereas several per- 

softs now, &r$> ‘ and for a long time have 
been* oonlioad for debt in the several 
:gaok in this kingdom, wlio are willing and 
desirous lot m&ke the utmost sat isiaction 
id their power to their creditors. And 
^llfreaSi notwithstanding the, great preju- 
dw:iti4T}etrimcnt which omtskmal acts 
of insolvency : may produce Lo trade and 
: credit •k , 'may be convenient, in the pre¬ 
sent stAfe of the prisous and gaols of this 
Swjldoq^ ih&t some of the prisoners who 
arc novv* confined therein, truly surrender¬ 
ing' the whole of their property to their 
creditors, should be liberaled,’’ &c. i>y 
thi^extract from the preamble, their lord- 
.jjbips would see that the bill itself ad- 
Immed the i^ronvemence, in point ot po¬ 
licy, 'of ^d«ih^tr©ng measures as went to 
dissolve contracts between man and man, 
mftde-Ohder tlk established and known 
• l^WS:dfHho,lhi}d, and for the purpose that 
/$ome[ .'df 4to;prisoners nray be liberated, 
'^fbW'the principle of the bill chiefly sc- 
nsolved into the consideration that the prb 
were full. By the first enactment, of 
ftillt’ Stood, debtors in cus- 
’ torfy <b« the 1st of Jam or any time snut\ 
| were hltotved its benefits- It would be a 
^ste ef time to shew what consequent:! -> 
provision would kad to. In fact, 
t^dd^tor whO ; Vvas till now non est inven- 
[r^u»y f iWdhkl/itttnrcdiatcly, in contemplatum 

feof yi!' found in prison : thir 

to make such n bill hu 
of ■mischief, lie ad. 
LA ^#^e ; «Nirite of aivoble lord, the 

_ first court of common law. 

;|Bp } ti 3 is ;4 imjpoittmtT discu?sion, which wa 
He period of the bill’s be- 
Tbe communications o 
:af^ed lord bad satisfied his owr 
,^%potf thd : ‘'«ubject^ and were ht 
kt->b|fe «!0»ld be^able to demonstrah 
4 ^^|idmi’ ;'e<inse^ueuce9 'which* gene 
lyf «p#iifekkg, twilled from such tnea 
^. l esk ' of * the -' bill of las 

; vieai" -was^: i*tOre especially with a reference 
enatfiog td the present bill, pro 


'J'QpP.V npqp v* MW 3 V.»»V r* 

mmfW i jih ft My <!Om«jtM > OCW *.,«« < 3tl J er 

Pi* ^ei*e ’ Dyoulcl be placed iu s«c» 1 
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situation as to become debtors, and pro¬ 
bably subject to,the operation of the mea¬ 
sure. In some points of view, he thought 
the regulations of the bankrupt laws placet] 
the creditor in a better situation than such 
bills as the present, as therein the credi¬ 
tors, if they chose, might withhold then 
consents. In point of security, offences 
against the bankrupt laws wera punishable 
in an exemplary manner.—-After dwelling* 
a little farther on the comparison between; 
the administration of justice under the. 
bankrupt laws, and the provisions of in*! 
solvent bills, l>e more especially adverted 
to those of the present measure; 1 aspect-; 
fug whit h, he thought, ail that could be' 
done m a committee was, to render cer¬ 
tain parts of the bill less mischievous than 
it would now prove, and to leconcilo 
them, us far as was possible, to the con¬ 
siderations of legal justice. Upon these 
grounds, he should make no objection to 
an endeavour, by menus of a cunnniuee, 
to make the bill as useful as it could,be ; 
at the same time he desired it to be un- 
deis'tood, as not considering himself a$ 
pledged upon a 3d reading, even so 
amended, lie had to protest against th£ 
bringing up such bills as that in question 
at such a late period of a session; and 
though he know their lordships were duly 
alive to the calls of humanity, he knew, 
at the same time, they would attend to the 
considerations of their duty. This bill 
they could not consistently pass without 
great and considerable nil orations. 

The Duke of Clarence observed, there 
were certain points which ho did not exr 
pect would have fallen from the noble and 
learned lord on the woolsack; and these 
considerations induced him to trouble 
their lordships with an account of the 
causes which led him to come forward in 
support of the present bill,, He would 
iirst premise, that in a great deal of What 
was advanced by the learned lord, heniQ$t 
cheerfully concurred; in illustration: of 
winch, it may be recollected, that during 
an interval of nearly l6 years that’he had 
the honour of a seat in th$t house, he-' 
was a silent spectator of mkny msolvepf 
bills originating in that house; iand with 
respect to what part, he did take in.suoh 
discussions, it was rather in wba|m«y Ik? 
called the unpopular side;, HowiiVek^ on 
those as on every other occasion, he.aeted 
from motives of conviction alone, and 
according to the best dictates of his judg¬ 
ment. .With respect to the measure* un- 
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der consideration, he had beeu*requested 
by a noble friend now absent U£ai 1 Motr.i), 
and at u distance upou an important duty, 
simply to forward the'bill; and he was 
assured by him, at the same lime, that 
mere was no sort of disposition to oppose 
it. As to, the measure itself, ho would 
not then give an opinion upon k. Tie 
merely ■ stood forward as the instrument of 
that nobit? per&On, for whom he bad the 
strongest regard, and lie had promised no 
. farther. He hoped the bill would be so 
amended by the committee, as, m a gitiat 
- degree, to obviate those injurious conse¬ 
quences adverted to. lie was aware, in 
some measure, of the ill effects w hich bill* 
of the kind must, to a certain extent, 
have iu a country which may be reck¬ 
oned the first commercial country iu the 
world. 

Lord Crantkij said, that in Bj^tch bills it 
was usual to guard against the fraudulent 
creditor. That, no doubt, would be done 
in this bill; and be thought it should be 
permitted to go into a committee.—The 
house then, without a division, resolved 
itself into a committee. The clause be¬ 
ing read, which provides that every per¬ 
son shall be entitled to the benefit of the 
atet, who was in prison on the 1st Jan. 
1804, or baa been at any time since. 

The Lard Chancellor observed, that 
those latter wofds would free every debtor 
who owed urfrnore than 15001. who should 
to-morrow throw himself into prison. 
This was inconsistent, with the principle of 
tfie bill, as stated in the preamble, and 
cpuld* never be intended even by its 
friends. He therefore moved, that the 
words,; has been at any time since/' 
be expunged, and the following words in¬ 
troduced, *f and has ever since continued 
m prison and is novv hi prison/' This 
amendment was agreed to.-—The clause 
being mtWjiwhieh discharges the future 
property of the debtor, the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor moved, that it be expunged. He 
thoo^it * that granted too much to the 
debtor; tffore than was granted to the 
Jartpjkyupt wjtfon, he dogs not get his certifi- 
chte.—The clause; wais tlien negatived*— 
Various verbal amendmeutn were made on 
the molfon Of <the jbord Chancellor: He 
sa*4 ( M^tearW! and noble lord that he 
hatf proposed that ’dehfors 

alone receive the be-, 
unfit of the act* But he, for his part, 
flfoudH ipaojrv debtors. Tfopyisoned on 
, mesne process ws*e*m a more unfortunate 
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case than *jthe former. He should there¬ 
fore wave that amendment. , , i. 

•. 'The Duke of NorffAk said, he should 
move a clause to be added, for the relief 
of . persons who certainly were Objects Of 
relief; and he thought the proposition 
would be one to which their lordships 
would not object. He should mo ve,; that 
'debtors who■ had 

years or more, for a sntn not exceeding. 
SOOOl. should be entitled to; tH^beoefitof 
the act. His grace '' 'katdti-traait'ttai^itei^ht', 

, not be extended to any fraudulent debttxf, 
he should propose that any one, who' pt&: 

■ poses to 1 take thd ! '' i behsefit'' , Of,,Shis;part df 

■ the act) shall uotf^be discharged ;hdt hjf tt» t 
authority of the • court,: or- judge, wh»‘ 

. shall have the discretion to discharge Idm 
or not, according to his opinion of the 
case, and shall not be compelled to declare 
his reasons. His grace moved a clause 
accordingly, : j ( 1 

• The Loiyl Ch&tcett&rj')^ id, be o 1 _ ^ 
to it, because it vested a di«sreii<a»"i»;the 
judges, whom he never .pos¬ 

sess any, other powef thanfha|df declaring 
what the la#ik*: ! lf%pbj,e^ed' ; .etp "toord 
strongly to that part wlnrait ‘exc«ij$8 the 
judge from declaring Jheftift! 
decisiop. He hoped ’ aevep to .see" 
judges released from that obligation, to 
the habit and ^expe&tion; qfywjgth. jm 
ascribed muc^f )tl^'.'pnri^f : r'*‘ A5j: ■ 
nistration of justice. Hd.deefi 
. ciples of the' da^sft»: f ”|p;Tiw!< 

, extremely daogerous. " c ' ' ' 

The Duke $f 
instances of jud 
were not comps; 
decj&rfthe re*fio«, 

ticek df •thfe%'-' a * 
fusing licences, 

released < 'from j 

knov^t-aflHfcrr W. 

refused 

opposed a .fieitUp) __ 
yet thpy eopld ,tdH®“ 

•' court of'King’s BipcI 
' ticeS'of.,thapeace j f«ro: 





of tl 

duke _ 
in less 
then 
Cdfetenisy 
urns of 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Tuesday, Juty*24 f 

, [MlHtrreSel ,?A message from the lords 
informed the house, that their lordships had 
agreed to the London Incumbents’ bill, and 
th$ X^udon Dock Regulation bill, without 
ktqr Wi»idtO€nt^---rMra Corry moved, that 
tbUru!.')b!«. ; l^,.bs€)re the house, copies of the 
Jitters, ; jiistouction#, and other documents, 
*«ceiired fay .the Boardfltof (Customs and Ex¬ 
cise in Ireland, from the Commissioners of 
the Treasury there, relative to the. better 
o&l&cttng ohtiflr&toify ’from the 25th March, 
*79§, tofoe 1st Jan* .1300. Ordered. 

*’’ (Cor:# 1 Tr ap a <:v Bt ll.] Mr. Western 
t&qved the ord«ar of the day for the 2d read- 
fog of foi$ bill,'* He thought it right to take 
Jthw opportunity of giving notice that it was 
proposed to 411 up the blank for the com- 
raencetne»tof the operation of the act, in 
thRconimittee, with the 15 th of Nov. being 
the next following quarter-day, instead of 
the 15th Aug# which was the day proposed 
for the commencement in the former bill. 
The reason for making this alteration was, 
that accounts bad been received from various 
parts of the country, that the appearances of 
ike ensuing harvest were not so favourable 
as there had been at first reason to expect* 
Onthisground it was thought right to re¬ 
tard foe operation of the present measure to 
a period at which the produce of the ensuing 
harvest would be ascertained and collected, 
jfo'foat up premature exportation could take 
:pfe#e, tp exposc foe country to want. By 
this sdiierafosn there would also be this ad- 
that parliament would in all pio- 
ijflity be Skiing at the time ; which would 
he.a^ppiBpkte security for the repeal of the 
measure, if the country should be then in a 
ait^atfoo to dread any mischief from its ope- 
fofom*; .ijHfc hoped these considerations 
^<^ld SMfm the apprehensions which some 
'from the bill, and that 
iMd induce the gentlemen who had 
foatiifo^d some opposition to it, not 
..^ m its progress* 

^Wm : Aldxmm Coomb* rose to oppose it* 
He'«*£d»hei>qd' hoped the hon. gent* would 
m pushing forward this 
period of the session. For 
hm o^p';^pirt,-he.could not hut consider the 
bifi^ and calculated to perpetuate 

of corn, so that it should never 
sum per quarter, or 
bushel* Ithacb already been productive of 
very serious effects to the public, and par- 
#Hlariy to the lower classes of the people, 
■^y felismg jthe price of corn 10s. a bushel, 

* during the progress of the last bill through 
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the two houses; and It.would, in all likeli- 
hood, have a still further 'tendency, if the 
piesent bill was persisted in* The present 
alteration, n© doubt, made the bill feg$ ex- 
e ptionable than the former pne; but Mill* 
he disliked the measure altogether; and* as 
such, he could wish the house to forego it 
till the next session of parliament, when the 
bill woidri have the ad vantage ©f receiving a 
more general and ample discussion* fie 
therefore moved, that instead of the word 
** now,” the words this day 6 months** 
be added. \ ^ ■■ r 

Sir IV . Curtis rose, he said, to second the. 
motion of his horn friend* He had a .verjf 
great objection to the bill, as he was sensible 
it had already been the cause of raiding Con¬ 
siderably the price of cofti, It had also in¬ 
creased the price of flour; and there had been 
a rise in the assize ofbread, for two weeks 
past. He thought the amendments would 
certainly make the bill less exceptionable * 
but, as the operation of it was not 10 take 
place with respect to expomtion, before the 
J 5th of Nov. he thought thatyas parliament 
might, in all likelihood, meet before that 
time, it would be better the whole should 
be postponed to the next session, whemitj 
would have the fullest investigation and 
discussion, \ •' t 

Sir */o/vn Anderson expressed himself* Of the 
same opinion. He thought the WIT Was of! 
great magnitude and impotWiiice, and, as 
such, that it ought not to pass in fo Very 
lute a period of the session* In 
of what had already been done upon the 
subject, the assize of bread had (been again; 
for ihe third time, raised yestewfey* v ‘^ r , 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer allowed 
that the period of the session was late, and 
the attendance of members ©f course* tfeiii; 
but if \he bill which was noWibefore the 
house did not differ from: one to which the 
house, in a very full attendance^ had given 
its approbation, and which r would have 
passed into a law, he did ifot see theobjec- 
tion of its being now brought forwaW' x at;a. 
late period of the session, or in a fkilt atteflT 
dance, could with propriety be urged, rlffclfc 
measure was not a new one; It was ^onebf 
which the house had been long in possession* 
grounded on the reports of highly respectable 
committees, and amply discussed In its pro¬ 
gress through the house. Tfco measure bad* 
after all this consideration and inquiry, passed 
that house with full approbation, andhad 
been sent back only in consequence of a 
trifling alteration, not of any moment in the 
operation of the bill, which, however, fropi 
the forms of that house, rendered it necessary 


either to relinquish the measure* altogether 
for the present session, or to bring it fat 
ward in its present shape, lie trusted* * 
therefore, the house would see it in quite a 
different light from an entire new measure 
brought forward for the first time, which 
he agreed woul*S be highly improper at this 
fete perfod, id a thing of such magnitude. 
Tofev foe measure entirely, would be 
to defeat the intention which the house had 
declared early and in a full attendance, It 
wag therefore j desirable that the measure 
fljibuld; take effect, unless any thing had 
interfered to redder it proper to reconsider 
it* Nothing of .this nature had occurred; 
forfooughk had been stated that the price 
of grain and flour. bad risen, and that the 
rise was fofc.qe imputed to this measure, lie 
believed the! fact did hot go to that extent; 
any ji$e that had taken place was to be im- 
i puted to other causes than this measure* 
Such rise as had taken place might very 
naturally be the result of the prospect Of a 
diminished harvest in die next year, and it 
wiliyet far below the price which was uni¬ 
versally allowed to be necessary for the due 
ifoconra^meht of agriculture* The in¬ 
crease off the price that had taken place was 
! hot regular nor constant. In the present 
Week the price had fallen, for though the 
afsize of bread had been increased, that was 
regulated not by the price of the current, 
buT of the last week* The present price 
drift far from being so high as that, which 
aft agreed Was,;*' sufficient price. There 
_$^^besides,’ an additional inducement to 
pass the bill in the debty Of the commence- 
merit of foe hew export price till 15th Nov. 

! Tlfo coiintt^ would be secure of its own har¬ 
vest, arid me tfsual facilities of supply froift 
America and the Baltic would still be open* 
iTwould Jilso be'isjjjjf wthat time to adopt 
inV full parH^tienTany alteration, if cir- 
cumstihbcs should be such os to render any 
• necessafyT" •'l%is course was far better than 
thfct J^ifettent-ihould, by rejecting the pre¬ 
sent fell; rW counter to its own sense, so 
fol^anitfecidedl# pronounced. 

A* B&Mten said, that the amend* 
meat ferlpqjSed by the Worthy alderman re- 
1 moved muds of the objections which he 
hftd to tfeC btrt. * Me Still, however, thought 
that the eonsidefktlqn of the measure might, 
whhqut my <taag4r» be; deferred till next 
session $ for t©,t8m it did not appear that 
any such ne|Wty now existed as to call 
Vojr and jurf^ such urgency* ■— After a 
fow .words Ifi explanation from the Chati- 
c«9lor 4 ;©£ the Exchequer and Mr. Wes. 
tern, the house divided *>n - the amend- 
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tnent, when the numbers were, for it Jl. right hon. gent. It was important, in his 
Against it 56'. Majority for the bill 1,5: mnd, that such a view t>f our financial 
winch was accordingly read a ‘ 2 d tune, aim 4 tuation should be continually kept before 
ordered to be committed ,io-mor row. the eyefc of that house and ol the public; 

[Finance Jl e s o l u t* o s. ] Q n the and as far as it lay in the power of his 
motion of the Chancellor of the ftxche- humble abilities, jjt was a tusk and a duty 
<{eer, the acyour^\dehate$jrthestatp Of. wjjutatkibe should endeavour to perform, 
the public debt waft T The Ckapctttor of the Exchequer ex- 

Tl# CAa^it 4 ?/Zo/f 0 /^res^d/his'satisfaction at finding the two 
moved his first resolution, which was r$*d ;S|ateme«ts^ so nearly coincide with one 
by the Speaker ’*$ ■ followsanother; The points wherein limy differ- 
total amount of the ptlbli^f&hd$?$ deWiol ed yycre besides very inconsiderable. He 
<5. Britain, yp* op the : .|M (i of'’ t f &>, t agreed with the hon. gent, re- 

567 ,00s ,57§l>, o( Which 0 /, 255 ,915!. had ;^ectiiig the ipeans %oi ability of the omu- # 
been purchased by the co|»t>nssK>nei:f, for, 4 ry to meet whatever might bo netrs^uy * 
the reduction pf tto n%$j>nai 'debt.;'ind,y j»t,the cpuclusiyn of a pence. Indeed, the 
had b^h to‘tW% %ateiuemhebidmade, exhibited le&uwrces 

pix account of'the lan^ tai redeemed, to an extent, which could find uo paiullel 
leaving a funded debt ^ 01 in the history, pi the world ; and Unit too, 

4 $ 3,$72 '4?6l r i -llfid Wafp; uffer a period .of ten years' war, the most 

Annuities charged on Gh Britain, (WftW dc. dabgerous and expensive in v-hich the 
ducting what "have fallen in), ^a^ on tpe country had ever bpen engaged. For so 
1 st of Feb. in short ,,^ujfj[fc^,,aa3.//6r i - far ffam our means being decreased, our 
Jives, 539,979*; and in long wealth was hipidly, progressive. Then; 

J*015,41$.’* " t - .'K, t ' /;'T [ were^jiowever, scmieoiuissiona m the t>utc- 

Mr, John time said, there was a differ- tnont of the hon. gent, to which lie must 
frnce in hi* statement;|roru that x^bidh had h^g.leave briefly to adveit; they pnnt-ij ally 
formerly been proposed % a right’ bon. Arose lrom ? not attending 10 the unprove- 
friend of bis (Mr, Tierney); that right ment of our navigiui<ni, wmi to the proper- 
hdn, gent, usually took tils statement frorp, lion which die progress oi the sinking imid 
the year 1793, t^ie U$t; year qf jjbe peace; should be observed to boar to the amount 
he took his from 1802, the breaking put ofi bt\ the .national debt. From that conri- 
the new war. His right hon, friend wytf deruudfi chiefly arose that stability on 
also in the habit of takjpg ; a’<.survey. 6f t . which oar credit rested. That proportion 
what might be tlie probable: situattdHMf lait vvar was as I 5 this year it was 

©nr finances in tithe of peace. This state-' ‘much mpre favmifafele; lor it appeared to 
ment was productive of much discussion bjfeproportion of 7 3 to* 1 ; and that 
' and great variety of opinion, aWH he even at the beginning of a new war. As 

fbre purposely abstained frpm it ; the, more to the loan for Ireland, it should not l'* 
so, as it was hektJto iraposMble to bit upon included here. This country w as not 
any- thing like,|*# ; accurate estinnttegof chargeable With it, as long as the tu nr Is m 
what might hd''our pe^ce tr es^bhriiithelit. Ireland were Hot available, and there was 
We should be always jible : ip 'mec^'yt, for ho room to apprehend the reverse. As to 
the means and resbulj^es * c^da #' 1 country the interest of th4 exchequer bills, it was 
were evidently such rii &bmi^ht%to sup- not to provide (or it in the war in 
ply whatever thd Oxigetide# bfUhe Cott$£y ; w$nd& they were issued. But the interna 
might be in tinid, af„;j$ ; aco. ^ ’ W|j^*n' v the fer. those iksued, for example, in jSOj., 
la«t year he thought there it^Iiiicrease WoulcJ be found in the budget forTSOb. 
of debt of about 40 rir^ll^ni. H ' tl^af As tS the poor rates, he was ready to 
indeed ,ittdude<f . ( cfgree that tljey were very burdensome, and 

might be taken fromcihat the progress l&t something should he devised to allc- 
of the sinkingM^c 6 aid riot easily be ias- viate the bur4#n. But they should not be 
certain^, §f -' ■ iti(‘lttdcd iri- r th^se statements; for govt, 

lion \vduld r d^p^^W on Gf stbek hadjn^ dbhiroul Whatever over them for 

( at the any political pufpbse. As well might ho 

tlm loan for Ire|^nd| ;j4fd tW'|xpen^eB t>i* mriud'ed in them the county /rates, what 
the ek^quer , 61118 ^’ was r harged ; at turnpikes and canals, and 

Would -create no veitf ,mal«ri^l .di 2 crenc< ^ven t ythes, and many other charges, which 
between his statement kud that of the had do connccUou with the nature of the 
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dnu ges « enumerated in these financial 
statements. was glad, however, that 
the difference between hnn and the hem. 
gent, on main points, was by no means oi 
a material nature. 

Mr. Johnstone said, that the public cre¬ 
ditor would look to this country for the ! 
discharge of the debt in Ireland;, he,* there- j 
fore, thought it fair to include it. 

Mr. Cornj did not see the propriety, as 
an lion, member had suggested? of induct-, 
ing the sum to be raised for Ireland in:the 
statement before the house. The state of' 
the Irish exchequer was such‘ he assured 
the house as would enable .Ireland fo pay 
what mfght be necessary, v 

M r. Francis wished to know if any secu¬ 
rity had been received for the loan made 
to the Emperor of Germany, or if that 
de bt was considered as imposed On G. Bri¬ 
tain. Unhoped the house would nofbe 
too lavish in voting away money, ; and, 
that such occurrences as this would ope¬ 
rate as a useful check on their liberality, 
and caution them from proceeding on the 
princ iple that there would be an increase 
of means m proportion to their demands. 
The expedience we bad liadofou.r increas¬ 
ing means, ought not to make u$ forget the 
propriety and necessity of economy, , Thie 
favourable proportion which the sinking 
fund bore to the amount of the debt, might 
be owing, he contended, to the war, 
which was at the same time the cause'^pt 
our expence. This apparent advantage 
was owing to the lading Of the funds, and 
thus, be said;* we derived \coukdation 
from adversity. In regard to the poor 
rates, he argued also for the, propriety of 
including them in the statemetft of the mo-, 
nies to be. raised, because being Upwa#4& 
of 5 millions a year, they ought to be al¬ 
ways kept in view hj the bouse, bt^tisp 
just so much less would the country be ^ble 
to bear as was raised in tills why, 


The Chancellor of the Ex* 
application had been made to the A pat nan. 
govt, for the repayment of the advances 
made by this country; but that they were 
ineffectual. The claim, however? ac¬ 
knowledged to be just; but the 
and exhausted state of the Austrian finance 


it at all, it was in so, slight a manner as 
scarcely to deserve to be taken into ac¬ 
count. • 

Mr. Addington said, he rose to confirm 
what had just been sqid by the right lion, 
gent, who spoke last,, that the chum hud 
been repeatedly made and acknowledged 
by the Emperor's ministers, as one which 
they were bound hi honour to j>r$; but 
such was the distressed state of their fi¬ 
nances, that any further: urgency could 
not be used at present,* considering the 
state to wlpch Austria had been reduced? 
in consequence of her exertions during thfe 
late war>~The right hon, gent, expressed, 
himself extremely glad to see the impres¬ 
sion which had been made on the minds of 
the bon: gent, pppb^ite, by the statements; 
which had been laid before the* house, re¬ 
lative to pur expenditure, and the resources 
we b»d to; answer it. He was happy to 
think that the plan be had proposed and 
adopted, of raismg lO miUiuns within the 
year by war-taxes,"had proved so success¬ 
ful-; and !f the house continued to support 
it, he had np doubt but H would be still 
more sc). fdrit waft clearly ^evident, he 
said, that there l|ad been a progressive in- 
crease of permanent taxes during the war. 
The war,taxes proposed in May 1S03, 
were likely to produce 12,500,0001. he 
had calculated only on,8,800,0001. so that 
ws&Mh increase Of a million during 
^'TteeseSV'■yiarTj,The military expehces 
greater than those ot 
any in the last : yf& i; but there were 
mad pexpetifi* in w thl# year which could 
not octeur ^ain ; far instance, in¬ 

curred for ' the b$Wih^ of barracks, and 
jibrnishiiig ftflnsjfat'be volunteers, cannot, 
'omdHkin ’dtfriMj'ito, p#sep4 contest It 
was; apparel; that" we have, assets 
moref■ provide for,the 
whole hfthe ! 'pretebt Mi* and outstanding 
for 0utstan|Img . 

" j ‘ ’ius:magW\^ perished, he said* 
fe^Tii^^progr^;^ the sinking fundj; 

. m " "'*• , ?ast , year 

situation-of M 


were pleaded, as an excuse for . . r . .. 
the discharge of the debt. As to ,1W& oh 
serial ion of the hon. gent, that the fa¬ 
vourable proportion of the sinking ™ ^ 

the national debt would arise from tpe de¬ 
pression of the funds by the war, me could* 
not think it well founded; for if it j 

Vot. II, 




- - * ..4‘ y.i.V'' L'Vil 


whole debt, 
hppe fwt 

fprflber period ; ■ ipi,, he was la&ppj^to *»}’« 
that ibe »eretise ot <*ur wahufacOires, at, 

4 b ' :■ 7” 
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well as their improvement, hare ari equal 
proportion tb that of oar tirade and cpm* 
iijiMce.-r-The right hon. genf. concluded 
Viib observing, that* although there never 
wus a moment whie|t required more exer¬ 
tion than me present^ yet,our resources 
were abundant, at# 
fully- feu tiici^ut # ***§$%$. 

TI»b vS'AB abunda«i|y;pfftfda-Uy i ;^; , |li%ei ; A 
then on f\'> # i , v 

Mr. £ran$i$i f 

- to the ofc_ 

lower,. 1>£ ml? 

qpautny yc# fnay i ^j8^fete^Xb 

jn t# pri^b<>s'$* 
yaiM i bat 
cuis^, mp&t 


Umds, wnif h • 





a; synip^m .-p#sj 

Clod i forbid, ’hoofer* tl^t' ; h^;j^ii 
any $hisig, tu dait^thVjp*e 
tn dour of tty 
parent'; but a libel 
must be 

tin, end desired, A ,(:/.;'.' 

The CiicwcctiQr qf the _ . 

bad not stated;' aay^iiuEta. ; .^;|o%h^' - 

bable j rodufjq of Uwmlr Ijiiisis**' 1 ;J^Siiiy‘ { 

staled his wish.that,''iHriit^%< t b6 ___ 

productive* and fbM tb^ : '' t! J# 'Wf/'Aprtiv ' Thus ary account w 


jjjjjKili wpi 

^U; 

$*$«? 


, by ; vAjleb 


?very necessary 'si«p;4#^ :^. 

He would uo^deiiy thiat thtr'i^kj^ fuu# 
experienced increase,in; of 

flic, d< pteseioa of , ther:;&t^>, 
cryafee was so vEty, 

pot be psed as an ^rgot^ot : i© less^lhe 

value of the sii)ltbrg.|ua4,. 

Mr. JaAnUcne stjgq^the 
the value of a, sitifeth “ 

uts d&ffiii 

tmuniEr, that :eyr^ ^ 
should become 1 
fund 'Oncr?aspd? ; 'l: 
the yus^ltp 

;' Tlfe- Cka^^Uuf 

hpn*. gent, wasU? r^fjMk 'ihdSrjRiifb^ 

*ia te , ’ < as , >%dtw 

Wheiylb^ ;tjWt 
it bqw? 


veiy'-timje,' ahhoug 
m$h incr&^ 
,*w» 

?<#* M&., 



nu j 





KH 


had been made of the finances by the right 
hon. the chancellor of the exchequer, 
which, were so, satisfactory to bun, that 
he would.not have troubled the house in 
rising at that time, were it not to move 
certain resolutions of which he lmd given 
notice* Th^/%ln , h°n.‘ gent, then en- 
temi inti> aon^ financial siatemeuts, to 
that " ihf'r^surplus. of tlie ways and 
for the last year amounted to 
'&’,199&00l. and that ilm finances of the 
yf^ahtryy,^ere better hy 4 nullums. The 
hbn. gehfc. concluded with moving certain 
resdlations {ibrsnant to the same, which see 

Jf,r. Juhmiwe .observed, there was a 
material nustdlt^ in the statements pre¬ 
sented /'tactile _ house. Twelve millions 
weray^oi^d tif f because they related to 
Inlandhellions,' because this sum 
,vte*itfl’ soripf and not funded. Thus 32 
ndilkmt: wef« disposed of, and the con- 
gb^tuiatlQhs vv^ut found on tlie occasion ; 
but fee fieared the public creditor would 
pleased wuth this mode of 
’•'' 'Ajaoif'bej;' objection was, that 
; ; the expenditure wa^ Stated for 4 quarter-;, 
m$ the receipts for five, the one being 
reckoned to the 1st of Jan. the other to 


•rentlered^ foniided on fiction; the house 
[Ad tbe pnbltc were to be deceived, and 
on thea© nugatory represen rat ions w« were 
toJfeiicitate each other on lire magnitude 
)pfth^ iic resolves. Numerous causes 
^ians jn%asnd Expenditure might be as- 
slgne4k“ ,: *^bpt sc j amcn wer#‘ now only m 
htimbEr iO#,0Gd, btit it was on all hands 
. agre^ th# tiiey ought to be augmented to 
j #| ( l3s^i0O ti this won Id greatly enhara e the 
ekupnc^ bf the navy. Ttie war had hi- 
been only defensive, but it was pre- 
yfear would carry hostility 
f;pbn#ssHin5 of the enemy; this 
^afd be* an udditkinai charge to 



AU fkeae contingencies ought 
be ]pE6vided for by the providence of 

„ wtim;. 

■/ R«!aol‘utrans b-ought forward by 

:j;|p;^bstqpe <»ee jp.TOiiS) were then put 
; ‘ IBid the following lUso- 
x-'' by the'Chancellor of 
’ w^re read a^d agreed to; 
viz* 



That the tbt# amoupt of the public funded 
■^"0. Bdtt#|;^as, o» the 1st of Feb. 1B03, 


vr. *¥»», uw wic v* run. 

,67^55,^151. had beenpur- 

obatod by tW Ck^nmjs^ioners for the Reduction of 
the Netoud Diibt, aad 19,l6Q,|iM|- ' 

mm 


bad boch 
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transferred to them on accost of land tax rc~| pin. of ways ami means for the year 1803 

i»^*0,ofi4l, reducing- the amount _/ 


deemed ; leaving a funded debt unredeemed of 
4R0,572,4761.: anti that the amount annuitio, 
charged 0 n 0, Brit, (after deducting what have 
falMi in) w as on the 1st of Feb, in short annuities, 
nml for lives, 539,9791. and in long annuities, 
1,015,1101. 

'2* That rhe total amount of public funded debt, 
created m <1. Brit, for account of Iceland, was, On 
tlu- l st of Feb. 1^03, 22,348,000b of wfcteh there 
had been, purchased by the eoimnisrsioners for the 
r duetion of the national debt, 1,123,4151. leaving 
;> fended debt unredeemed.of SG ,224,5851; together 
v* uli long annuities to the n mount of 9^79U. 

3. That the total amount of the publfe funded 
debt, created in <7. Brit, for account of the Rfcl- 
prror of (foimany, was, on the 1 st of Feb. I $03, 
7,50 2,(/m. «f which 373,1371. had boon purchased; 
by the commissioners for the reduction of the mi- 
timnc debt ; leaving a funded debt unredeemed. of 
7,127 together with annuities to the amount 
of ‘2 *3.0001. which will expire in lb 10.' ; / f 

4 Tiiat the amount of the outstanding demands, 
uiipi.o uled for on 5th jati. 1803, exclusive of itn- 
funded debt, and of the anticipation of certain du- 
t;p< annually voted, was, 592,630b 1 That the dofi- 
i-icncv of ways and,means for the jyear 1809, was 
I71 ,48 11. making the amount of demands uijorovjid- ! 
edon the 5th Jan. 1803; 764,0611. ' ^ ; : 

5. That the unfunded debt, exclusive of the an¬ 
ticipation in the usual form oi ocrta'm dhties an¬ 
nually voted, and of ^those provided for By the aids 
of 1802, amounted/ on the 3th dan. 1803, to 
9,938,2481. exclusive also of 3,000,0001. advanced 
bv the Bank,* without interest, for the renewal of; 
their charter, to be repaid in 1$06. 


;h$ £ 


It 


o. "That the total amount of the public funded, 
debt of O. Brit, was, on the 1st of yeb. 1804, 
583,008,9781. of which 77,098,4671. bad been pur¬ 
chased by the commissioners for th« rcdnction of 
the national debt; and 21,147$881.. bad been* 
trjiiOcrred to them on account of land tajxio w-y 
themed; leaving a funded, debt unrcdiccprpd of 
484,162,6221. and that the amount’of ahijkuitles 
charged ou 0, Brit, (after deducting TPh^t; have 
fallen in), was, oh'the 1st of Feb. jrn short.a-nnUi^ 
ties, and for lives, 316,3131. and ip Jong anhm%4. 
1,047,’;941. and that a further debt, arnmurtmgto. 
18,200,0001. capital stock, has been erected by the 
sums bon-owed in the present season of partial 

njiiiU, ' , ’ 

7. That the total amount of the publiefunded 
debt, cicotedm G. Brit, for account of Ireland, was, 1 t* 
cm the 1st of Feb. 1804, 25,543,00015 of 
there bad Ivon .purchased by the compni^on^s 
for the reduction of the national debt, £p95,llp7fl« 
leaving st funded debt of 23,?52^29i> td^gr 
long annuities to tlio amount of 36/2031; aiidihat a 
further debt, amounting to 8,190,000b 
stock, has been created by sums borrowed 
picscnt session, in G* Bwt. On aeeoupt of,,Ire 

b. 'fhat t he total amount of public fund 
created in G. Brit, for aplount of ,the..; 

Germany, was, on tbe 1 st of Feb. ™ ^ , 

of which 459,8281. had 
commissioners for the reduction,;^ 
debt; leaving a ftuaded doht.of7,04, r , • 

u di« annuities to the amount Of 200,0001, WihfpS 
expire in 1819. .. ; 

9. Tlmt. thp amnuut of tire Outsra 


reducing the amount of demands no- 

IJfovi (led far on the 5tb Jan. J804-, to 6 j 3,421|. th , 

wnoic of wuicb h&f.becn paid oif or provided for la* 
trie present session. , 

10 4 ^ at unfunded debt., exclusive of the 
anticipation ip the usual form of certain duties an- 
uuaUy voted*, and of exchequer bills provided for by 
amounted, on the 5rh dan. 1804, to 
io,3a3$07b exclusive also of 3,000,0001.,advanced 
by the Bank, without interest, for the renewal of 

tobe rc !? aid iri im6 > which sum 
«f ;16$Q5,6°7b 2,7683001. has been paid off or 
***?, t? fov m th<! ccmm> of the present session. ‘ 

* }*' the annual charge bp account of tkc 
public debt of G. Brit, after deducting the charges 
Or management on loans redeemed by the coinmia- 
sinners fur the reduction of then atonal debt, mH 
the interest on stock transferred tor the redemp¬ 
tion of tjae lai*& : tax, was on the 1st Feb. 1803 
20,510,9671.; 'and pu the 1st Feb. 1S04* 
24,1103751./ and that a further charge has been 
incurred on account of the sum borrowed m the 
prcseirt:se$stdn, aihounting to 736,1901. . 

12. r n«it the sum annually applieab'e to the re¬ 
duction of the national dc bt of O. Brit, in pursuance 
pi'the several acts/relating thereto, was, for the 
year 1803, 6,317,62.6b j being about l-77th part 
6f the unredeonujddebt existing in 1803, and m$iV 
foirthe ydar 1804 he estimated at 6,851,19°). being 
abpwt l'-73d F^rt of tire unredeemed debt exUtinu’ 
in 1804. , f f(( •" 

1 13. That : ^jet produce of the permanent 

t^xes existing previous to 5th Jan. 179$, was 
; in tiiu ydm ended - 5 Jan. 1793 
Z , - K f /.''** > f w on 5 Jan. 1794 
,'i f V< ( / On5 Jan. 1795 

/; , ' / i., , ■. '*»ou 5 Jan. 1796 

on 5 Jan. 1797 
pn 5 Jam 1798 
on 5 Jan. 1799 
rpn 5 Jan. 1800 
on 3 Jap. 1801 
ob5 J«o.;i8o$ 

' 4 and on 5'Jan. 1804 __ 

Which l%st sdhi exceedirthc act produce of the 
pefmunhntta^es out0c 3th*3an. 1793,by 617,0001. 
hand Is exclusive of a large increase of arrear* out« 
hft- ; , 

Uie totail net prince of the panhhnont 

t ijio l^ydar -eudy<i J.on 1803, ammuitod 

7jj|33231."paid tbr bomi. 

Impc^te4 h the year 1802 : 
ahd, o«ImJeith jan; 1804, the total net produce of 
permanent ta^es aiiiopotcfd to 30,754,724!> bteiud- 

rldfinaportcft 




riur.jt 




* 614 , 234,600 

13 , 941,000 

13,358,000 

13,;>:j7 } OO0 

14/292 JJI?0 
13 , 332,000 
11,273,0-80 
: 15,745 J 09 
14,194,^9 
34,497/220 
15,425,000 
14,900,000 



Wlife'Jam w-m 
'years, 

''&« in the yc^r.e^hofe 

oosma 

Briti*K * 


afee» 

n 

'«4M«. 1803, 
.1 ;-<vaIue, «f 
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British manufactures exported from O, Britain 
in tho year coding the 5 th of’.tan. 1804, was 
$? 2,253,1611* ’ y :md on au average of 6 years, endings 
the 5th of Jan. 1804, was 23,834,3401,: and, that* 
the real value of British manufacture* exported pr 
the year ending, the 5th Jan, 1803,1 piay be esti¬ 
mated at 48,500,683b; aiid in the year ending jLhc* 
5th Jan. 1804, tit 4O,l0ty8W<, . 

17, That the oflVm! value ef foreign rtsetebhn- 
diste exported f’rouu G. Brit, in Mu? yew* stadia g the 
A Mi Jarn 1303, was 19,1-27 >8351, ; i*ftd qtx an ave¬ 
rage of 6 Vein’s. the 5th 3 a it. 1804. was 


e exported (vmt G. .Britain tW^Vw-' 
ending the 5th Jap. 1804, was 11,55^1481 ifud on 
an average of 6 years,, 5 th M Jan, 

1804, was I5,3 f 2:3^0#i. An<f, that' tlin ieal vafe 
of foreign tricrrhap&tee pdrterf id the yeaiymdhjg 
the 5th Jan. 1803, hi ay he esl^mtMat 14*418,8371: 
And in the year ending the 5t>* cif Jan. 18U4> at 
9 32*3 257U , 1 .' 

. 18.’ That, ifc the yew eiulotl «& \8<&; llte. 

number of British Vessels entered imvaprjs in % 
Brit, was 10,347 £ their tonnage /3,378,$20*: and 
the number of men employed; 33,035: 

that the number of British yesspis cleared eufw ards, 
was 10,?tfg; their tonnage j.r aiid the 

number of men employed ta t$ehi 87,304 5 n 

the year ended 5th Jan. 1803, the iwrtiihef of To- 
reign vessels entered inwards,J in G. ihit. was 
5,497 ; their tonnage 780,155 ; ami the nntnbe’r.'of 
men employed in tbeit|^O>520 j and t$>at tjjfe nptr*- 
her of foreign vessel* cleared ouiwaOils^as 5,328; 
their ton mi go 804,880* and the number of men 
employed iri Uioth 4i,414.. ( ;; ’ r ,►’//' '6 ' " 

19. That in the 5 ear chiding the. $th J*|h. 2804, 
the number of British ships entered inwards* in G. i 
Brit, was 11,596; their ton nag*? l,$14/J£p jjjiftd the 
number ofnien employed tb navigate ^iein 03,004: 
that the number .of British ships dleare4 ot^ward^f j 
was 11,07-2 ; their tonnage ,1,44^8401 <aml thelj 
number of men employed to navigate ihemj92i94p: 
-that,' in the same yVar, the 
inwards, ta?< Qk ».BjNIU' 

€58,034 ; end the* number of men.,'emp^e'd’n 
them 33,660 r p that the number Qf fortdgl ships ; 
cleared outwards, was 3663,* tb$ir toppage : 
and the number of men etaijdoycd 30^414: making, 
an increase in ttie/y<$uf' 1800*. W compared with 
the year lw2, of ^nt^ped^ftw.ard^r. 

vis!. 1049 sjupfo $35 $^£$$$^§0 
increase of British vof&fefc 
790 ships, ’ 

dimlnutinii ui-f||p,4ta8|K 


year 1802> : in, the 
tcred inwaids, j^35. shi 
j anda 4jram^._ 

outwards, 1 

i £ t m , 

longing to tho;.l 

*«n*ei i 

of yeeacM was 0* 
ond thomumher t' 

■ Brit; injdb^.y’ear lou», 

-9* 

* - dpi i' pe^c^-fafl 

"^otogeii* of 1 | ,u ' 


wmW 


linking fund, on the 5th Feb. 

^ - - 
Interest, charges o( mahagoment, 

, dte» ,to be paid between the 5th 
Feb. .1804, and the 5th Jau* 1803, 

, von stock created by loans of the 

? 'resent seHsioa, to tlic amount of 
^ a^dOjOf-oi. - 

Civil gtn r,. of .Scotland, pensions on 
ixn emtb, militia, and deserters 
^ ypTfUHb', bodnties for promoting 
: ‘ tlsherios, 6;c. Jk<\ estimated to be 
. the isalme af< in the year ending 
,5th Japi 1304, , - 

ChargCsof collecting and tnanren*. 
nient of the revenue, estimated to 
be the^ame an in the year ending 
* the Ath Jan* 1804 " - 

ProfiCrtfon to‘tin <lefrayed by (I. 
Bril, of the civil nst and other 
charge* on the consolidated fund 
of O. Brit, fflu 5 (‘harges* on the 
s couspUdated fund of Ireland, which 
Is likewhw* a joint charge, being 
* included in the supplies) 16-17ths 
of 1,346,0431, 

Supplies voted in 1804, for 
;/' /"#' Brit, exclusively 2,79-2,579 
Supplies voted in 1804. for 
G. Bjjt. ami Ireland, 
proporiJon to be defray¬ 
ed bv G. Brit. 13-17th» 

-of 40,510,6991 - 33.744,735 


34,110,475 


437,000 


705,006 


1,955,3:13 


1 , 187 1 0 90 


Advance to trcland 

Interest for loans to the lim- 

v pmirof Germany 


38,057/11 i 
4.500,(MiO 

4^7,578 


! HI nking in the wdiole the Bum of ,t 71. i ° I, l' l 
2gt That fhe funds applicable to discharge, the 
sum required for the service of the year Idbi, may 
be estimated as follows: 

Tiie : grosi receipt oi the 
/i perraanentrevenuefafter 

; ^ deducting th« re-pay- 1 * 

metit of over entries, 

■ 4 drawhacks* &c.) esti¬ 
mated to he the same as 
in the year ending 6lh 
‘ ian.1804 “ - - 35,440,2:3 

Add excess of permanent 
v : duties outstanding and 
: underJh^nd on 5th Jan. 

- 1004, Beyond their a- 
> mount on Atbjlan. 1803, 

40 efdedu«d«|$ 6 O, 0 OOh - 
the p^p^rdon of wine 
h duty hdtided, beyond the * 
impdftatiem of ( 
y/4bc-taiiA.^ear#, "V * 

;/ to ' brewers, 
coated in JU|e 



719,000 


U p '6f taxet, f 
/5th Jan. 01804, ' ; 
at^d’ for 
t68O t BO01. 


95,000 


430,000 


tm 




,fiaute6 produce'to 5th Jan. 1805, of 
0ft fSnttanent tuna imjtoed in the 
1:' wocitt «ea>io#j -taken ay estimated 
for (he whde y««r at 800,^001. 


36,677,279 


200,000 
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SnuU briiicljrs of the hereditary reve- 
'* and im;»rest^mome$ ic-paidj Cb- 
i.matcil to be the same as tn the year 
ended !uU Jan. 1804 

Lottery, after deducting the proportion 
oi irci.nd - 

Wat taxta, estimated to produce to 5th 
April 1‘iOj 

Suiplus ways and means for the year 
I8<>3 - - - ^ - ■ - 

Lu;m * - K 

Vote ot a edit for G Britain 1 
Making in the whole the sum of 


&5i>,ooQ 

270,000 


The following Additional Resolu¬ 
tions, moved by Mr. Vun&ittarl, were also 
read unci agreed to^vijg. . ^ 

1- Tit it tl .r mtal amount of .the public 
funded debt of G., Biitam unre- 
dot mod was, tm the 1st Feb* 1003 
And on thr, 1st Feb. 180 i 


460,572,476 
484,;! 62*622 


Making an increase, in the year 1003, 
of - * 

Tine-™ per cent* annuities. 

2. '1 Imi rite outstanding demands un~ 
pi ovi.de J for, on the 6th Jan. 1803, 
amounted to - - - 

And on the 6th Jan. 1804, to - 


Making an increase, in the year 1803, 
of - - - 

Thai die amount of Exchequer bill* 
ere tied lor the service of the year 
180*3, and not paid off oi provided: 
lor Within the year (including die 
vote"of cicdit) was - i - 

Art! that an increase of navy debtwafl 
incurred, araounring to „ 

Making in the whole an increase of 
unfunded debt, and outstanding de¬ 
mands, within the year 1803, of 
3. That the surplus of ways atid 
means foi the year 1803 (after ja- 
ti«f*,ing the sum of 579,7061. for 
intcicat of Exchequer balls and 
other payments, not being part of 
the supplies for the year) was - 
That the sum of - - 

was repaid to the India Company, 
on account of advances made by 
them for the public service during 
the late war. 

That the amount of war duties of cus- , 
toms and excise, charged and out¬ 
standing on the 6th April 1804 (sup* 
posing it equal to their amount on 
5th Jan. 1804) was - ’ * 

And that the arrears of the duty on 
property outstanding on 5th April 
1801, may be estimated at about 
Making in the whole abou?9»286,OO0L 
from which deducting the sum .of 
497,0001. wanting on the 5th April 
1801, to make good the grant of, * 
4,500,0001. there will remain about . 
JVln ch, compared with the above- 
mentioned increase of unfunded debt , 
and demands, amounting to 6,691,6791*. 
will cxcc§fj|hjS came by about * • 


HOUSE OF, LORDS. 

* Wednesday^ July 25 . 
[[Minutes.!-— The bill* upon the table 
were forwarded m their respective stages: 
15,440,000 ! arn<)11 £ tliese, the liish Cu»ioni> and Ex- 
( cist*, Irish Revenue Regulation, and I risk 
3*370,000 j Spirits Warehousing bills, were read a 3d 
^rue and passed.7*-The 2cl reading of the 

__j hill lor establishing Free Ports in certain. 

71,307,25 8 of the Bahamas was, on the motina . 

ol the Duke of Montrose, postponed ho 
this d^y 3 mouths. 

[Insolvent Debtors Bill.] —Tlu> 
Lord Chancellor , on the couskieiatiou of 
tlie report of this bill, mg\ed an amend¬ 
ment to that clause which enacts that the 
provisions of the bill may be pleaded in 
bar of such actions as may be brought for 
debts contracted pN&vious to the 1st of 
Jan. The object of his amendment was. 
to allow, the matter of the act to be 
pleaded generally, : His lordship .observed, 
that as the clause was now worded, an 
ingenious pleader, well skilled in amplifi¬ 
cation, might draw up a plea that should 
cover St. George’s Fields. He wished to 
render such repetition unnecessary, and 
therefore moved an amendment for that 
purpose. ’ ,, ^ 

: The Earl of Rosslyn acquiesced in the 
propriety of his lordship's observation. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that it 
would be a Case of great hardship, if, 
when thotr lordships were overturning the 
contracts feet ween debtor and creditor, 
and, liberating.the person of the debtor by 
thiabilfe they should also deprive the cre¬ 
ditor of any 4 remedy against the future 
estate Off the person indebted to him. He 
did not think it right that persons who 
ipuld receive t the benefit of that act, if 
should ]%ss into a law # should be placed 


3,590,146 


764,061 

2,024*086 


1,260*004 


4,500,000 

k 931,655 

6,691*679 


3,370,664 

1,000,000 


2,4W,S07 

. t ■ 

4,600,000 


8,m,ood 


* 

7}OQO,09!t 


in. a better aquation than persons were 
upfder the bankrupt laws. Their lordships 
w^ll. knew, , thiet if a j^nkrupi did not pay 
undif bis first commission lull 15s. in the 
pound, the law declared that bis future 
Estate’ ‘ should be" liable until he should 
h&frtl paid up ti^fiiat amount. lie would 
therefore mo v« a .clause, purporting, .that 
the ftitu^ai'property .of such persons as 
may .derive any benefit from this act, 
should be liable, unless the property as¬ 
signed under it |boul<! have paid 15s. in 
ftfe pound on «J1 .such debts as they , wet® 
detained for prtcfr to the 1st ofjpn.-—The 
Clause.was adopted, aud'ificorprirated aith 
the bill. * 
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i.-Lprd &Mniley suggested, that there 
were tna,tjy persons detained for debts (not 
• charged in execution) who were pot really 
debtors to the extent of 150©1. who, if 
Has bill passed in its present shape, would 
not be entitled to thb benefit of it* Those 
were debtors upon mesne process, who 
|wo$sibly might have beets arrested and im¬ 
prisoned for debts to the amount of many 
thousands, although they really were dpt, 
Indebted to the amount of as many hun¬ 
dreds. He wished that In amendment 
should be inserted, to ^xtepd the topnfc&t 
of the act to ^I such creditors as should 
be proved hoi t*> be indebted beyond the 
sum of ISQGl. , #' 

The &ord Chancellor thought the idea 
#xtreroely just,i 1 , and well. worthy of their 
lordships’ cousideration. But as it would 
require some time to prepare such amend¬ 
ment, and adapt it to the different 1 clauses 
of the bill, be recom«q|niitfedthat jt should 
be deferred until the bill should be read a 
3d time.—The report was theri*receiyed*~ 
Adjourned. ?• *■ ( - V'" . 1 

■ ,l Hoo«a';p^'' 

W i' i V..'/, , f ! 

[Minutes-] A pOrsoii from the of¬ 
fice of the rem&nbmiceru of the oity of 
London presfnted certaiaeccounts, show- 
, i»g the progress-of thfc t LofiV 

don docks in Blackwal44^Prdeiied tc* lie 
Ojo, the tablo.r—the mo'fc&fe djC,rtbo ; vAu 
tormy Genera!, 

to be issued for TWctoa* m Dfemishire, 
in room of the Hon* R* Jfcyder, who has*, 
ac^pted the officq of ope, of his Majesty’s 
justices in Walee^On' x\h 4 motio^;,.cJ5f ( |dr.: 
S. Bourne, - a 
Christeh^reb, in 

Esq, fcho bc& 6^4fp( 

paymaster^Mr^aueson |jrese^|^ : 'a;|fe- 
tition from, 

Norwlebr-pr^Mg' tbit ! 

■ take 

lie on tbe ! 

•> netted an aocodbt gr wtimtr^ dF all dtt^ 
^meu&tom^ charged 

ml. i 

eeoa 


Lord srf. Hamilton suggested setters I 
1 amendments relative to Scotland, so as to 
separate it from the provisions as to Eng¬ 
land and Wales, and to regulate the ave¬ 
rage price of coru imported, by the prices 
of that article in the four maritime dis¬ 
tricts of Scotland; which amendments 
were gdopte<L-~-The report was brought 
Op, the amendments ordered to be en¬ 
grossed^ and the bill to be read a 3d time 
to-morrow.—A djq u rued. 

■ . 1,1 — - - 1 -- 

IIOmE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, July 26 . 

[MnnjTES.j—The ^Insolvent Debtors 
bil*as read a 3d time, passed, and sent 
t6 the Conations for their concurrence, 
v PCoRKTRiAhk Bill.]-—T he Corn Trade 
bill was brought up from the Commons, 
and read a 1st tinie. On the motion that 
it be printed, and read a 2d time to¬ 
morrow, ! 

Earl Stanhopa said, the noble sec. of 
state had, on a former night, expressed a 
Wish that noble lords would, instead of 
arguing bn abstract principles, propose 
some regular ays tent on the coni laws. 
He bad since drawn up 3 resolutions, con¬ 
taining a regular system on that subject, 
which he Intended to submit to the house 
i before the debate on the bill. 

S , Lord' Hmhshury said, as the session 
was so f#r advanced, he hoped the house 
would hiyfe £kd objection to meet lo-rnor- 
4 roW an hour sooner than usual, 

J JS&fl Stanhope objected to this, on the 
[gfbpnd that noble lords were used to e\- 
:pw that iio business of importance would 
ibd discussed before 5 o’clock j and it might 
!haj|jteu, that noble lords might came 
:dowiii hnd find the debate over. He there¬ 
for^ hoped the noble lord would be con- 
tejif fb eat his dinner an hour later, 
j *-The Chancellor having left the 

nifooisack, Said it might not be known to 
;t!it %arl ;> t%t early in the session it 
agreed to commence business at half 
4 o'elodk, • and therefore his wish v*as 

|/pSarf 'said, fie,"was glad to find 

jffltot 'half past # and 4 o'clock were the 
However, that his proposi¬ 
tions ifajglit by^s' many vf , their 

|ord$hijp^,|a'glased to ,aiteud, be had no 
i<s his resolutions the se- 

,fetid dfre/in^fafed of the first; and there* 
Wn&?dv\Uvd his proposi- 
tiiwiBimOdlVtely after, instead of before, 
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dered.— lie then moved an address, to 


the debate on the 2d reading of the bill*— 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Thursday , July 26. 

[Minutes.] —Mr. S Bourne moved, 
that a new writ be issued (or a member to 
serve in parliament, for the borough of 
Barnstaple, in Devonshire, in the room ot 
Sit Edward Pellew, Bah. who has ac¬ 
cepted the Chi Item Hundreds. Ordered. 
— Mr. Hawthorne moved, that ceruin 
accounts relative (o the duties on excise 
and customs in Ireland, which had been 
moved for on a former day, but were not 
yet presented, be laid beibre the hfcu.se 
within the first T days of the next session 
of parliament. Ordered.—On the mo¬ 
tion of Mr. Western, the Corn Trade bill 
was read a 3d time,and passed, and im¬ 
mediately sent up to, the Lords.—A mes¬ 
sage from the Lords informed the hon&e* 
that the Louis had agreed to the Irish Re¬ 
venue Fee§ bill, and the bill for the Ilelkl’ 
of Insolvent Debtors, with certain amend¬ 
ments.—On the motion of Mr. Alderman 
Combe, the Lords’ amendments to the 
Insolvent Debtors bill were oidered to be 
taken into consideration on Saturday next. 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer mov* 
ed, “ that an hujnble address be presented 
to his Majesty, beseeching him, that he 
would be graciously pleased to Order the 
sum of 1,2001. to be advanced to li. 
Alexander, Esq. as a compensation for 
liis services during the present session of 
parliament, as chairman of the commit¬ 
tees of ways and means; and that the | 
House of Commons \yould make good thfc 
same." Ordered.—The right hon, gent, 
next moved similar addresses, praying his 
Majesty to grant the following amps, via. 
such a sum of tnoney to jeremiah Dyson, 
Esq. clerk assistant of that house, as, if 
added to the fees and emoluments already 
arising from his office, would amount to 
the sum of 2000}. being a compensation 
for his services during the present session, 
of parliament; the sum of lOQOl.. to J. 
IL Ley, Esq. second clerk assistant of 
that house, for his services. &c, to J. 
Clement son, Esq. late Serjeant at amis of 
that house, such a sum as, if added to, the 
fees and emoluments pf the said office, 
would make good the sum of 300 E-**Th$ 
right hop. geqt. pext moved* that 173® 
copies of the journals of that hojise, w,(lh 
an ind$x to the 53th vol, be printed Or* 


grant the sum of 3101. to George Whit- 
tarn, Esq. clerk ot the journals, for inak- * 
ing out an index • to the same; also, an 
address,/praying his Majesty to order such 
compensation as his Majesty should think 
fit, to the several clerks attending com¬ 
mittees of the house, during the present . 
session of parliament—-The > tight hon* 
gent, said, he had to move another sum, • 
which,, when the great utility of its object 
! was considered, he hoped 110 gent, would 
object to. He then moved, 41 that am 
humble address be presented to his Ma¬ 
jesty, praying that his Majesty would be 
graciously pleased to order the sum of 
3$O0l* to be advanced to the institution for 
preventing the spreading: of malignant fe¬ 
vers, and other contagious distempers in 
the metropolis/' 

Mr. Wtfbsrforce said, that this address 
had his most hearty concurrence. The 
institution to which it was to be advanced, 
was one that would produce the happiest 
and most beneficial effects.* In the last 
century, the number of 3000 persons used 
sometimes to die during the course of a 
year, iu th^ metropolis, of contagious dis¬ 
tempers, and now, m consequent of the 
institution m question, the deaths wore so 
few, that the most sanguine hopes were 
entertained that the ^malady would be 
wholly exterminated.—The several ad¬ 
dresses were agreed to, and ordered to be 
presented by such members as wore of his 
Majeabi&s privy council.—Adjourned. 

^awagjgggttgggssggg-s '-'r ; 

f house op lohds. 

Friday, July 27. 

[Coiir Trade Bin,.]—Lord Hawkes, 
bury moved the order of the day for the 
2d feadiug of thp GoTh Trade Bill, which* 
being read, 

Ear! St&fahape rose, apd said, he had 
yAforday given notice of three resolution*, 
whi$L he intended to move, and which 
cpfitaiiied a settled* regular, deliberate 
syit^m, relative to ^ produce of com, 
different ftom the system contained in thia 
bills' -Aid, \ti hi* opinion* farpr^erable to 
Ht, tee uodewt«od rightly the nature «fnd 
’object of thbjNll* it rn* tfie intention of, 
|4he inffoprs supporters of it to *doou~ 
irium ifee growth pf corn and graiit, by in. 
lending the pnce.^TW ayetem ceutaiued 
Imtiir, proposition* was* op thet contrary 
Ululated to encourage equally the growth 
of coii!* by decreasing the price. He ad- 

it 
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initted J,he # proposition laid down by the merely for the purpose of entering them on 
iiiivocat^ for this bill, that it was neces- the journals of the hcmsc.^ It was not his 
4 s&ry j&Qfpethfog should done towards intention at this late period of the session, 
forwarding and improving the apiculture to take the sense of the house on them ; 
of the country, and particular]) to cn~ but theftovould thereby be in their lordships 
courage a forger product of Corn and, possession, and they might give them rim* 

S am, othersfoe’ihe former would not cub consider,uimi till a fair opportunitv should 
ifate his lands thui *y%, and scarcity, offer of bringing them forward m the course 
* and perhupf fomipe,>)ri>uki be the me vita- of the next session. lie was foippv to 
hie conscquehde. So fof, all parties were, think ho had received the support of jx 
pdifectly agreed. v But, siaid his lordship, righj V^v. prelate (the Bishop of St. 
there arc tw o ways of doing the kamri thing, A&uph), to one of his resolutions, whuli 
add die mode i proposed’ 'by^t^is bit], he was in favour of public granaries. IJ is 
thought a bat^oue; for whift was it fcut*in lordship then read his first resolution, 
effect to lay a hrijavy burden on the lo-yef which was as follows; 
orders of the people, already too heavily Resolved ftt, “ That it is the opinion of 
laden, >n order to recompense the farmer, thisbouse, lliat public granaries should ho 
by giving him a stimulus to inefeas^ thfe Established, to receive, in year-of plenty, 
growth of corn? and what would be the eorpand grain Jjrown in thus couutrv, m 
consequence ? The increase in' the" price of order to keep down the price thereof in 
torn and grain would instantly operate to- years-of scarcity, and effectually to secure 
wards increasing the price of <fevery neces^ to this nation in all seasons a sufficient snp- 
aary of life; conseddfently the'price of ply, and likewise in order to provide fur 
labour woold rise in proportiop. ; The la- the farmers at all times a certain market 
tjpurer would say to the former, '* Master, for their corn and grain, and to diminish 
the bread is 1 raised, and e^fery t fjhipg Else is fluctuation in the price of the necessaries of 
raised, I must, therefore have more wages/ life/*—Here his lordship went over sev ial 
The farmer continues fo raise* the price of of the arguments lie had used on a form* r 
his cornffurther, jthfe lalfourer fatsos again evening on this head, and said, lie was < ci- 
iri his depiand of \Vago$.» and ^d they go on, tttin, from what he had seen in Switzer- 
the one against the other, till the very end litnd, that such p«f>lic receptacles for corn 
proposed is entirely frustrated, aria J he could not fail to produce the most benefi- 
poor’s rairisbecome*s<yenbwppijs^, that the cial consequences, as they would enable 
fartnqr is but little, if at jjiXh', jberieffted fey the govt, to pay the formers, at all time." a 
tlije high, prices, which, hfy fjorn to fair price for their corn ; the formers would 
time, puts on his corn, while th^ b oople always be sure of a market; and, in cave 
are foost severely burdened and opppessed ; of a [scarcity, the country would ha\ - 
;pid the farmer^ finding that high prices do nothing to fear. Ills second resolution 
riot answer the end he expected and wish- was, p * 

ed, may ffnally produce no more cp^n tfep Resolved 2dly, “ That it is the opinion 

he does at preteqj^ and in that w^y scar- of this house, that all impediments, ctrai- 
city and foriritM? ttj#y be the aity; lqw or laws, to the free wme¬ 
lt would he dri that house, housing of com and'gram, ought to be ic- 

to consider well tjfo CQOsequsnotil before moved, abolished, and repealed,”—From 
they adopted the measures proposed by th|s what had fallen from the noble sec. of 
tjilL 'pio system 1>^had tp^ropAsc in tie state on a former occasion, respecting the 
fj&jolutibns he shonljd have .<horiptifcto warehousing of corn, he thought he should 
submit* .fo J 'iitejlfvipfilshipf'"iWnpideij^KaL riavp' hi$ support; and he was therefore 
wen| ; to encoiu^e prod^e offepr^, ^fhappy-tp think he had two such supported 
decreasing thefmee, wo^ld ,always to two of, fos resolutions, out of the thice, 

plenty, and hri was certaiii all the farmers Such warehousing would be of corn and 

ip pouStry W4%‘'be 'In^^our the^grain, the growth of this country, and not 
plan ;/ the manufacfot^rs" wppM & the ^foreign corn* AVe shall thereby he enabled 
in me, and the‘poojw and Tower, Sto produce a usodiciency, without applying 

orders • of jjje* ppppl^.wotild rjapeirid[to foreign countries, and thereby encouiag- 
grpritest [ it.^ The rbsolutiap^'! [ir»g the agr&ultuie of those countries, and „ 

ire ha^,4M|r0ppse, coutjuried, the sysitfo duabliug them to export their corn and 
he^^rto,/;T%ywere three iu grain into, this kingdom, by which means 

\&t% but ho wished tp read them ope, they would in tune do an irreparable uu^ 

t- i A 
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chief to, if not ruin, ..our navy; for they at 
piesent engrossed yearly the whole of the 
curiying trade. Furniftrly corn was only 
impound in BHti&h bottoms) and there was 
scarcely a £>ant2ic ship^ of more than 200 
or 250 tons; but now they had-them from 
400 to 1400 tons, ^nd the whole'trade was 
in their possession,-—Ili§ lordship then 
came to-the purport ot his 3d resolution, 
lie said, the two first wer^ such as be h?- 
lieved would be very serviceable to the in¬ 
terests of the country, but they would' be 
vain and nugatory, without the 3d, which 
was the most efficient of all towards com¬ 
pleting the system which he had to pro¬ 
pose in opposition to that contained in this 
bill. He then requested their lordships to* 
recollect that the -government pf this coun¬ 
try had, irOm time to time, for many years, 
entered into a succession of wars, in which, 
they had been but too much encouraged by 
the legislature; these wars had brought on 
an enormous national debt, and that na- 
tiomil debt an enormous load of taxes* 
winch had loyg oppressed'the great mass 
of the people. To these wars, this debt, 
and the: ; e taxes are to be attribute^ the 
enormous rise in the price of all the neces¬ 
saries of life, and particularly in the price 
ui bread. It was therefore necessary that, 
every proper encouragement should * be 
given to the produce of corn, but not as 
this bill would do it, by increasing the 
puce. 11 is next resoMttloa embraced a 
sysLf’in which would fully effect this desira**^ 
ble pin pose, and at the same time decrfSase 
Uie price of corn. He would have thff'far¬ 
mers exempted from all direct taxes,’ for 
thought they were not fit subjects for 
taxation, and if this was capri^ci t inbp 
effect, ii would do more toward* euqou- 
raging the giowth of corn, and decicasing 
the price of it, than all the bills that H&d 
ever been framed and passed on the sub 
jert. The supporters of the present bill 
had shewn that they considered What he 
said of it on a former occasion asjounded 
in fact, for they had made it to cotjmtance] 
its operation, iiistead of tha *lotb August, 
(which Was the day fixed by tlW 
on the loth November; and why ? &chuse 
they were afraid of a scarcity. In Novem¬ 
ber, the parliament will be sittings $ndL 
then they can repeal it; Such is the jSwV 1 
tnaneut system they had produced fof the 
encouragement of the growth of cork* 
whereas Ins would be a permanent system, 
for he would havd the farmers <exem$tad 
Vol.IL , 


[113$ 
He* then read 


from, direct taxes for ever, 
his 3d resolution as follows; 

“ Resolved 3dly, « That in order to en- ■ 
courage th&gron th of corn and grain in CL 
Uritain and Ireland, and at the same time 
to decrease, the price thereof, for the be¬ 
nefit of the people at large, and for the 
r increase of our manufactures and com¬ 
merce, it is tlie opinion of this house, that 
the farmers should be for ever disc harged 
from the, payment of all direct taxes, pa¬ 
rish and county rates, cesses, dues, tythes, 
aud parliamentary impositions whatsoever; 
say© only and except those rates of the na¬ 
ture of a penalty whiqh may be raised upon 
any hundred as suchf*—If he could put 
this resolution to the people at large, he 
was sure, he said, that, instead of lleing in 
a minority, fae should be able to poll a 
hundred to One in its favour. lie should 
[poll all the farmers *, should poll all the 
manufacturers ; }ie ^should poll all the la¬ 
bouring people; in short, all classes of 
people would be in ^favour of it, because 
it must forcibly strike ,fevery one, that it 
was the chief, part of a system that could 
not fail to, encourage the growth of corn, 
and to decrease the price ,ftf bread, in oppo¬ 
sition to the bill, the system of winch was 
to mis# the price of corn, and consequently 
of bread, and every other necessary of life ; 
and, finally, to, starve the people. He 
hud lately; read, with great pleasure,* a 
pamphlet, which, was admirably written, 
on tb<? subject/)! 41 arming the people." Tie 
was hi^elf fully sensible of the propriety 
and necessity of arming the people ; but he 
was. Surprised that govt, t should first put 
arms into their hands,* and then encourage 
efeod support a bill that would famish them. 
After he should huve moved his resolu¬ 
tions* he would annex.to that motion that 
they should be debated on that day 
sennight.: His .wish was, tb a l they shodld 
be':brought upder the fair consideration of 
parliament, and he thought the mode he 
proposed the best means ol effecting that. 
| | |k aidnbt wish to put lofdships to the 
HjMity.pf Itoraedi^y approving them, 
df incurring'unpopularity by rejecting 
thorn*. It w^uld/ however, answer # Uis 
purpose better'if they rejected them, for 
the consequence would be, that very soon 
:h# a milltou of ,hand-bills would be 
He, hfd been successful in 

mechanics, and unluccessful id politics. In 
mechanics, when #b« had a 4: nail to 

niece of oak, he Aid not keep pat- 
4 C * *' * 
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tiiig it ,with a small hammer or a mallet, \ ject was to prevent famine and starvation* 
but heuopk a large sfodgc, and drove it at m the country. AM some of the argu** 

O ie blow^ atid then he took hi., hammer meats used by the noble eirl when speak- 
1 B'la clenched it. He wpuld act in the very ring against the bill* might be advanced in 
sttHi® v. av in politics. His resolutionswere favour ofjit# * He had contended that all 
his sfed ^ hammer* and M was confident taxes ought to be taken of the farmer* and 
ttiCy wptiid drive the nail to thtf heaci- No }of course the taxes ipust fall on the con- 
meiuWej of t { U legislatui^ would be hind burners of provisions. Would not the pre-* 
to oppose, the ,principle, of them,* which pent bill have exactly such an effect as 
wkh bt> upike iiread chappy for the con- this Would it ndt raise the value'of com 
sequence,would J^e that he woul^becpme lor toe benefit of tlie farmers, and compfel 
unpopular, and at tb* next electic^ were : the consumers^to pay an advanced price ? 
he Chailes i px bi^etL, He most go. Lord Hattikubury said, the noble earl 
Afterai number qf eit^x^Lr observations* his who opened this debate, had used many 
luidship copqljuded hts by nrbvijsg violent and inflammatory observations, 

•filial the,bill be rejected /’,■ . which sboukL|iot be suffered to go forth 

TU\ Duke of jixuA%}x^ could among the public* without that ammad- 

not reicain|Vom making sopje ob^vatitwf 'version which they deserved. Like many 
on whujf fell from the noble carl who, just tother speeches which he, had been permit- 
sat down. That nobl$, eurl^dt^, on the ted to utter in that house, it had a direct 
present day, jaa wellas on Various qtper [tendency to alienate the mrnds of the peo- 
oc( asiows, Jthink ^o 4 pei; k to Censure the. ^pie of the country from his Majesty's 
conduct of his ^ajes^^^govL pjnd attri- jjgoyfc. JFt wa% neither more nor less than 
InUe to the govt, and the parliament all ilotting the people, telling those brave men 
the difficulties that,* existed m the country, ^wkp had armed in the defence of their 
He woui<^ r^presenf the war as ]p^ppuJiir ff * country, that the govt, was about to op* 
and tpe parjtiament as fchcca^tse ©l that | pcess them, by raising the price of the ne- 
waf. So far as that assembly,^ whon^v he cessitlies of life. He knew of nothing that 
was addressing ^imself, were eoncciwd. in could tdnd more -to encourage disaffection 
the pneseut w ar, ,it was ^ec^saiyllfor a in the conntry, and serve tfie common 
indtuent to consider what iriterect # they enemy, than such observations. They 
could have hM u* promo tingil. «i|t was weire the very same which that noble earl 
hardly necessity for him to say^tbaLj^ore had been making for many years in that 
w£s no class of hi$ who' housej und wbich^ifortunately for himself 

gained Mess, and suffered more, war, and tfe^peopk large, had failed of pro- 
tbju\ the member,&.ofthat ^mljjplaud hduting the desired effect. But he was 
therefore it 'was imfind^hat the minds of the people 
could have, given dbteir s^tioi^,.'to ( . < |ygr ..^ape now completely changed with 

from any other natHxye tba% jpt strong : ;iMse respect ^othoae extravagant and pernicious 
of n|tjpj4 # h^pjoun*^M^ abnvidiof fjjjytf' principles, which some of them might have 
the xyar was necf^pjgjr' P r |f§rip|i^ .onse* ; and it was a proof at 

of pin Dgtygpal security of t^gqvt and of the 

1 Jwd cm*/ -of the people towards it, that 

p^ftamiiig tie ni&ids • • a%l.Midividual like the noble earl was still 

s^dpsi.tha.gj^ybut; , |m#. '^ul%ed. ;,to • propagate those doctrines, 

liat^tv Hovteiet jpe ! ( wjucih hud-tdoita ouch mischief in other 

govt r Mght be tolerate^On* of the propositions made 
'*«<»,„ ^ w *«, that every direct tax 

would not' ,jthe farmer: and that, 

} % |pp ^ttuU'Mve the effect of low- 

*r.m5«chfeVoujS :t efe^|su^4jtpcec^4fMl^ i <rf 'provisions. Never did 

enterTnto the ima- 

w Mpd, tf they ^ajy 1 min# Kvery body who 

the attempts 

* by die revolutionary 

lower the prioee of pro- 
that ferocious and aangufc* 

Akil ? nMP^«tur, Robespierre* had bce» 
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throwing thousands in4 tens of thousands 
of people into *nd driving fhv 

miserable victim* of ’ hi£ tyramiy the 
guillotine, he attempted to pass a law for 
the benefit of the p'eof*H 40d by that means 
to lower the price of-p revisions: He pre¬ 
tended that hts object was" to Relieve the 
public from oppression, > 44 ut how 
that to be effected? By etCibhshibk a 
maximum, tfy fixing d rer’tahth|>m(-e oil^all 
the necessaries of life, beyond which they 
were not to be s^id. The consequences 
were the most dreadful and ruinous that 
could possibly he imagined. So fat from 
lowering the price of provisions, the law 
immediately produced scarcity and family 
Such waw the. effect of t>}>eculuU ve reforni^, 
like those which the noble earl would in*, 
troduce !—Another plan which tto n'oble 
carl wiahed to have adopted* wa# that of 
-establishing public granaries in the coun¬ 
try, for the purpose of laying up corn in 
years of plenty, winch might be made use 
of m years of scarcity. However such a 
plan as this might be beneficial iueertaiu 
states, it could ueVer be practically benfe- 
fiemi in a country like G- Britain. Ity the 
first place, tivene was no*redundancy Of 
corn even iu the most plentiful season in 
this country, which could be? reserved for 
touch a purpose. There was no mare cbVn 
grown in G. Britain iu any 6«e year than 
was sufficient for the consutUptAon of the 
inhabitants, and we were cmitmuolly im~ 
porting corn to supply the dctidhuci^fof 
bad seasons. The cause why a ‘gfgrijflfct 
quantity of com was not produced in this 
country, was very obvious. It wa3^ g^ent 
coimnorcial country,-and itt such u«cou^ 
try, agirmulture was never carded to inch 
an extent ns in places whore ther& Wm'HU 
tie com mere*;. A great? portion of 
population was employed 4tt matiufuCtuHJi 
-and in various Other pursuits beside those 
of agriculture;; a»d, therefore,' although jj 
the country did not, in pfoportiott^td its 
population, produce ns great ca /quantity 
of com as it •might do, yet the indt&try bl 
the people was equally as productii%, % 
other respects; and the wc*h& whifefcttlutt 
industry procured, supplied thm vritl| pfos* 
yisioils from other countries, wh&oPtliey 
could not b& got at homo*: It we* ewfctfoht 
that tiie plan of public granaries # M «$t 
only impracticable but unnecessary. 
such; a plan, suck ai was proposed 1, 
noble earl, he hat a i ther objection* ,at*B 
strouger than an lie had slated; which 
♦was that of putting the public granaries 


under the"’cont foul of gfltft. If any one 
thing could be nv re unconstitutional or 
^nnschievotts than another, it was that of 
blowing the govt, of a country to have the 
power of supplsihg the subjects with pro¬ 
visions,*' "SuVh a;power should never be 
suffered to exist in this country; and he 
w<mId resist if us fair as lay in bis power.*** 
jAbother plan of the noble lord’s, by which 
!he iaid the price of the quartern loaf could 
*be lowered to 5d, was still more imprac¬ 
ticable. Tlie^iptice of bread must ai- 
^vaya M i?eep pttfe with the price of all 
thfc' other necessaries of' lite; and the 
[|pnce of bread in tHfycountry was at the 
present moment propbrtlonably too low. 
How was it pojphle then that dMUd be 
lower t importation could not 'f||r that* 
iffei t; and if tt had; it would hWve the 
kill worse effect of preventing the growth 
of corn in the country. Thb real cause of 
the high prices which took place in almost 
all the necessaries of life in this country, 
was the great weafefh wfotch it possessed; 
and tliiif must be* always the case in every 
great et>m«lerctal country. He considered 
it unnecessary iiitu to etiier into the 
iherits of tliis bill, which had been dis¬ 
cussed bdfofe In that house ; but he was 
cdivvidt^d; if tlie bill did not pass, at would 
hate the of .producing real scarcity 
iff ttfeqV >' 1 <'■ . , ‘ 

’■ The Mte^ of S'Cl&tenct'sold, he thought 
it' ; he6elsskry u^ ih^ a few observations 
briwbfct $€il'fto\ti a Wbteearl who opened 
the J ite!tei:r|Od this subject, lie had said, 
thlit‘:^ie'''i&a^ure tbeu before the bouse 
wal^buglit forfeit by the govt; This he 
iniiit pdrittvbly denied. The* measure had 
foet tl^^p^ob^tion off laud been planned 
by the natfojirieYs of 1 tlfo late cabinet. The 
prei^ni ^tpiitersr gave their sanction and 
fcdpjr^ lift ffafeg fei; ;they had 

tlicmdwe 'yM ; lStS^d4fi& ,ofthrff' ^mtoevs- 
s6f , s :l in , bl!k^ > ''But ib, 1 6ir'ft i cii«‘ its’Whg a’ 1 
measnfd * it 4 was 

Jit forward tfy It of thM ^ther 

bf ? -parikmb#^#K>' bad uniformly 
'd^suio^'fo^%lninters, aTidi%ho # 
'■hid atwaya vote'd the^Wte^^the 

'pipit then put,* 

Etftf Sttihbpe’a Iniehdment ^as ne- 
gatraoi}, iuid thd^i^ad u 24 tidlfe. and 
orifoi’e^ t4 time to-niorrow. 

: SidiStli^e next rbse' to p^>pose the 

Elutions ^Tbh % bad raemfonud^ lie 
vw|pt over OF^is fortner Iwgu itincts; 

and in-answer to the charge, that he and 
used violent and inflammatory hmguAge, 
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lie contended he had said nothing morel make the burden f?dl equally heavy on .the 
than that #■'gre&l part, and perhaps a ma tenant as if the ekifted. J : r £o take 
. jority of the people q| the country, would away tythes would be-ya great injustice to 
be d«®^£Med with the hill before, *the,s k those>hh had a property .in them; but it 
house * and thaHt w f ould be a datigeroW wp^ld be no telief Jo the cultivators of 
thing to run the risk of alienating the aflV.c-;, .. land; for $iiey woirfd!%e obliged to pay to 
' tions of men, who had come forward with: the owners of the la#i an additional rent 
ircms id their hahds to defend? their coun- i equal to what tlieyhdd paid in tythes. As to 
; try and their gbvt. This was an afgbirnentj the plan of lowering the price of byeacl, by 
ho thought he .had a tight ,tb make use of-j enchased importation, that wopld have an 
Isle then moved hk* resolutions; and said, - efibct directly the contrary to what was iu- 
if they weVe agreed to, tbatMVould «SW ■ tended, Jbe$*u{6 it, would discourage,, and 
to adfourrt the'debate ;,t» this completely ' do . away* the cultivation of 

day sVnuight, ' ,-!• ■ ‘ 1 grain in this country. He could not help 

**■ Lord' the:^onduet of ;' exp*&stpg his^nks to the noble lord who. 

Hfe noble tfirf high'^^>rchtepsi%, in sup-j had moved .m, question of adjournment, 
‘thejwfcq 1 md dakenlbecause he/llfenght this was a debate 
ufsr’ oi tlari^bu^ .fetich oughf not to proceed “any fur- 

ipkelfWbelfetiie dkatlected iq coikequ^nce 'then -y ; 

- of a 'bill v * r y' # !\1 replied, that the noble 

few *persdhs ir\ow ^ ^hfeftAVned the s^me kec. of js£ate, ,and the noble lord on the 
principles with* tijgt pohje earlf Whatever: , woolsack, had b&th misconceived him. The 
errors then''might''fer3K#y J$m| orf former h^jdi, that he intended the 

the subject of pur 'Ws warehousing of corn should be in the power 

convinced that their ’Reflection gbod of certain persona only, Tie did not 

settee,' yhth Che e&ffirmc* n^an' f apy such, thing; he meant it should 
did tince teach, thehitt^t;^y j^c^Ed’ ;‘bft regulated by persons properly appointed 
more freedom and happ^ess tlfto yy^<) by act of parliament made*for that pur- 
be found* in' any . other jsart of |hfe;;^:irhfpose. The noble : lord on the woolsack had 
and he* wdSTlferS^^ Jfif.;misconceived him in saying that he m- 

infhurtmatory s^ntimetits of ’0d|fe;e»rl tended the whole should rest under the 
would produce ' ctftitrpul of the farmers. Thi$ again was 

it was necessary not 'his meaning; it was his desire that 

Were* tftWred in ;f f; they also shqqld be subject to the persons 

comended,that the !appointed: t by act of parliament. Having 

were' use^sfeV- ^ f^ H111 ^, ** a5 > * Ki wa « *M«» the 

chievous, 'and 1 cohqlhd^d' wltfy Tfipying, two mkebucep tious which their lordships 
“ that the hffi&se'dtp '#&*? 'if'j ,, , kad^jwn tlie resolutions proposed, he 

“ Tb% Lord 'Cw&ltJfak rouble the house with any fur- 

prc3fdf%f : fife btfrlerT r phstwation?. ; i ># 
that'ailettiWy,‘iftjiit |be 4 tf^li!of Clarivcv expressed his sur- 
on the* present,'mi,'fepfpr o4ce* a^y rleliate had taken place upon 

siorfs, ’permitffe^' to" 'loiterat tiiatiune: it, was not hk in- 
which he did : |jto t^tion 4 o,bave niade anv further observa- 

watider • ''awky .'''tiqns; f^ut 'lie had forgotteh otie, and was 

wholly happy tile noblpfearl had bow given hint 

sideratidh; i^ 14 ^:^j^prtjunUy* # of ineitftbhmg it.. The 
tio'h^''%hfeh^%er^b^ . ;,qc%fedifrVw%s, miitakeh .in supposing that 

‘ im^pMbte,'' inthe. date of the commence- 

fbr ^t^t’ xyn^/to W attributed* to his 

^cohrft^.WTO^hkv^ The fact \Vtts, that 

* onw >r : ’'a^yoiy shaufibftllcrV’,b^d beemraised against 

and tm Mea^8nl« t$S^ ; ]r the bill; and tjfe promoters of it yielded so 

from fkrAcSi t ^ ( p^uUr h'l^dices as to postpone 

them;^tli^,c^eratio^-the effect of the 
’ tiw publJtoteHShtfe!| *1^|ajferolleWfegiarjrest' titidukl seen.—The 

'of- adjournment was then put, 
^tnd {Mviise, accordingly adjourned i* 

Sfoipdlbrd s^ht; 1,' 

: >*-* »*[ 1 1 jffi ‘ '*•* ‘ •' #5;#, ii< 4 . ' 
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HOUSg 0,F LORDS* 

Saturday^ July 28. '* , - 

[Minutes*]-*—T he' following bills re¬ 
ceived the royal assent*by commission : 
the Stain J> Duty bill, Irish Vote of Credit 
bill, Proprietors of Stock Additional An¬ 
nuities bill, Irish Revenue Regulation bill, 
Irish Spirits Warehousing bill, Rill for ap¬ 
pointing Cornrtfissioners to enquire into 
certain Fees of Public Offices in Ireland, 
Defence Lands anrl Hereditaments* bill, 
City of London Additional Force bill, BiR 
to exempt Volunteer Officers receiving mo¬ 
ney for the Volunteer Service? from Deing 
deemed Public Accountant^ Habeas Cor¬ 
pus ad testificandum bill, Bahama Islands 
Exportation'of Salt bill, Ordnance Lands 
and Ileredituments bill, Port of London 
Dock Warehousing bill, and the London 
Clergy bill. The Commissioners present, 
were, the Lord Chancellor, the Du^e gf 
Montrose, and Lord Walsingham.—G& the 
motion of the* Duke of Montrose, the 
Corn Trade bill was read a 3d time, packed, 
and sent to the Commons for their concur- 
reuce.—The Insolvent Debtors Bill was 
brought from the Commons; with a mes¬ 
sage that the house had agreed to tbeiV 
lordships', amendments.-—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday, July2&. 

[Minutes,]—T he Speaker, soon after 
he had taken the chair, went to the House 
qf Lords, attended by several of the. mem¬ 
bers, and heard the ,rqyal assent given by 
commit km* to several public bills,—A 
message from the Lords informed, the 
house that their Lordships had agreed to 
the Corn Trade bill without any, amend¬ 
ment.—The house, on the motion of Al¬ 
derman Combe, proceeded to take Into 
consideration the several amendments made 
by timir Lordships to the Insolent Debtors 
bill, which were agreed to, and Alderman 
Combe, was desiivd to lake the, bill to the 
Lords', and acquaint them accordingly 
Adjourned. “ , 


HOUSE OF ’LORDS, 

Mm day f July 30. 

[Minutes.]— The Corn Trade bill, 
Insolvent Debtors bill, received the royal* 
assent by commission. The commissioners, 
present were the Lord Chancellor, th& 
Marquis of Hertford, and Lord Walsing- 


ham.—The Consolidated Funds bill was 
.read a 3d time and passed. -- Adjourned." ' 


i* ** v * ** ' M 

.HOUSE Of COMMONS. . ♦ 

Monday , July 30. 

* [Minutes.]— A U¥^age by Mm black 
rod required the attention of the hoji$$ |n 
the House of Peers. The Speaker,, on 
Ins return, acquainted the bouse, the 
royal assent had been given by commission * 
to the Coru Trade bill, and the Insolvent 
Debtors bill*—New writs were ordered* 
on the motion of Mr, Sturgcs Bourne, for 
the dectiou of burjgpssea for the boroughs 
of Tregony and Ertdport, in the room of 
the Marquis , of Blandford and, Sir E. 
Nepean, Bart, .who, since their Section, 
had accepted, the former, the office of one 
of the Lords Clommissionera of his Ma¬ 
jesty's Treasur}', the latter of a Lord Com*- 
mibsioner of the Admiralty.—-Mr. Irwin; 
from the of Inspector General of ibfe 
Exports and Imports, presented at the 
bar, an Account Xtf tb* official, and like¬ 
wise tpe real or current value of all im¬ 
ports and exports between G. Britain and 
Ireland, since the .Union, as estimated by 
the proper officer, distinguishing each ar¬ 
ticle. Ordered to lie on the table, and to 
be printed.—A .message from the Lords 
informed The house, that their lordships 
bald agreed to the bill for defraying, out 
afjhq Consolidated. Fund, certain sum* 
hitherfo charged qh his Majesty's civil list, 
without uuy amendment.—The Sec. .at 
War, from, th&*W, acquainted the house, 
that hjta Majesty had beou waited op with 
the^severql address voted on Thursday 
last, andL had been graciously pleased to 
give directions accordingly. 

.[Prisoners or War and Captain 
Wright.]—M r. Sturges Bourne then reev¬ 
ed “ that the house do now adjourn/'— Go 
the question being put, 

Mr. Windham to be, not for the purpose 
of opposing the motion, but to ask for 
information, with respect to the situation 
of prisoners o,f war in France, and parti¬ 
cularly with respect to Capt. Wright: The 
last acqo up t$ which had reached this coun¬ 
try cqqqeruing that gallant officer, were, 

I that # he had refused to answer certain in¬ 
terrogatories* to which he was not bound 
by qny jaw. of war to give an answer; 
that a broad bint* had been given otition 
jhat qctjRsion, that extremities should be 
resorted Jq, if, he did not answer in the 
manner expected; %ukL tlmt be had been 
ia,cosAfqu$iiC!& committed to the Temple, 



1147 ] 


PARL. DEBATES, JutY 31, 1804— Ifing’s Speech. 


[1148 


officer, dr whether tlxi lion. gent. opposite 
could stafe any satisfactory information 
wibcfe might be in possession of bis Ma-; 
jetty's ministers relative to this subject; 

Mr. St urges* Bourse said, he was ex¬ 
tremely sorry he ftdhld not -give the right 
boa. gent, the information he desired. The 
fact was, thaf he had nO*N$%p‘ commyoi- 
mute oh the snbjeet~Adjouii«ed. *■» 

fiO0#K ‘^huo’KBfe. 

Tuesday, ftttytiu .. 

This day, at ( half,, an hour past two 
o'clock, his Majesty* .came down io the 
usual state* and shortly after entered the 
house in his royal rohe% the sword of state 


being borpe by Lord discount; 4telirUk J , 
jukI the cap of ?mainteimnce,by: the Karfp^oudtast the ’ storiras which have over 


His I>mg seated on 


# I whelmed tlie oontkrent of Europe, and 

* .. t _ .i ... ..t____„ __■ 


ai AJfortoiv 

the throne. Sir EVancis lVtcHtiou^ usher |<* earnestly hoping that other nations, now 
of tli© black rod,, \^a« di^dtotied to * com-t “ fallen* may witness the destruction of a 


maud the u^adance of the^ Commons, 
who forthwith appeared at the bar, when 
the Speaker addressed Wb i *Mdje**y a* 
tollows:, f -tf. P V ' ' l ** ' 

4< Mwigmeiow Sovereign, v..w 
u We, your Majesty 's most dutiful, and 
" loyal subjects, the Commons of G. jlri- 
M tain and Ireland in jiarliameiit assent 
44 bled, approach the foot of your Ma- 
44 jetty's throne with sentiments of. tin- 
44 feigned joy and reverence. -b-The hill 
44 which 1 hold in my hand completes the 
44 supfjlfes for the present ■ year. v These, 
ft fcire, we have appropriated -to the far- 
“* ther support, of youi* Majesty's house- 
¥< hold, and the honour and nignity of 
44 your crowh, to the naval and mil Han 
“ Scfcnce of the realm, and tiptoe Various 
u services of yohf extended ^mj>l,r£ In 
* providing for these grants, large in then 
m amount, and commensurate With the 
44 extraordinary demands of the times in 


“ate&diiy persevered in our former cfmrse,' 
u by raising a large proportion of our sup-*, 
u pnes within the year; and we have n©W' 
44 the proud satisfaction to see, that the 
- 4< permanent debt of the state is rapidly 
44 diminishing, at the same time that f fhe 
44 growing ^iwspcrity of the country has- 
44 strengthened and multiplied all its mv 
44 sour^fs^jLContemplating the war in 
“ wb|fo *e are engined, the character 
“ ttid means of our enemy, and the gos* 


sible duration of the contest, although 
We $*e fe&rtess Of its issue, we have 


Before he should institute any 1 proceeding 
oh this subject, he was an&lous to know, f 
' wheiUeftU Majesty's govt. had taken anfM 4 nevertheless defined it our indispensable 
ateps towards procuring ttteVelea&e of that j?‘duty to deliberate with unremitting so- 

144 lidtude upon the |£stsystem for a niilu 
44 taiy defence: and <tt^& voluntary spirit 
44 of the people seconding the views of 
44 .parliament, has at life same time ani- 
« mated all tanks of men with an active 
‘;M desire of attaining tti such a state of 
14 discipline in arms, as may enable them 
44 successfully to co-operate with your 
44 Majesty's regular and veteran forces.— 
u Thus formidably armed, and powerfully 
44 sustained, wo tri^st that, with the blcss- 
if lf *»g of Gad, w* Shall victoriously main- 
•“ tain your Majesty's throne, and trans- 
“ mu unimpaired to our descendants 
“ the most ‘perfect form of govt, which 
“Hit© world has’ ever experienced, for the 
practical happiness of mankind; firmly 
44 jforsuaded that this empire will long 


44 tyranny founded on fraud and violence, 
“ and cemented with innocent blood, 
i;M uud cgnin recover their ancient power 
“usuid independence, as the best guarantee 
“ for the welfare and tranquillity of the 
“icivilized world,**-The bill which I have 
44 to present to your Majesty is intituled, 
44 4 .\n Act for grantmg to his Majesty a 
44 certain sum of money out of the Con. 
44 soljdated Fund of G. Britain, and for 
44 applying a certain sum of money therein 
44 mentioned, for the service of G. Bri- 
44 tain, for tire year 1804, and for farther 
44 appropriating the supplies granted m 
14 this session of parliament.* To which 
u ypur Commons, with all humility, en- 
44 treat your Majesty's royal assent."—'The 
Ml being delivered to the clerk, his Ma¬ 
jesty signified his royal assent to the same; 
which was afterwards declared in the usual 
form.—liis Majesty then put an end to the 
session, > by tite following radst gracious 


which we live, we haves uei^fthetess, | speech froi» the forone to both hodses of 




parliament: 

“ My fords and Gentlemen, 

44 Before I put ail end to the present 
44 session of parUimeat, I am desirous of 
^expressing my entire approbation of 
44 tlie aeal and assiduity with which you 
44 have applied yourselves to the great 
44 objects of ppblic concern which have 
4t come under your consideration.—You 
** hate widely continued to direct your 
44 attention to the encouragement and im* 
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44 provcmcnt of that respectable and pow- 
44 eiful volunteer force, which the ardour 
44 and spirit of my subjects have enabled 
“ me to establish, to an extent hitherto 
44 unexampled, —You have at the same 
** time endeavoured to comb me an addi- 
44 tioual establishment /or our domeetu 
44 defence with the means of augmenting 
“our regular army, and of maintaining 
“ it ofi such a scale as may be propor- 
“ tioned to the circumstances of the times, 

“ and to the rank which this country 
44 ought ever to hold among the powers of 
“ Euiope. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons , 

44 You aie entitled to my warmebt ac 
“ knowledgments for the fiesh proof which 
“ you have given me of your affectionate 
“ and constant attachment to my person 
“ and family, and youF regard to the ho- 
“ nour and dignity of my crown, by the 
44 liberal provision which you have made 
“ for the payment of the debt on my civil 
“ list icveuue, and for furnishing me 
“ with the additional means of defraying 
“ the increase which has unavoidably taken 
«« nlm-R in the different branches of mv 


place iu the different branches of my 
“ expenditure. I must also return you 
44 my warmest thunks tbr the extensive 
“ provision which you have made tor the 
exigencies of the public service, and 
“ especially for the just and prudent at- 
“ teution wlircb you have shewn to true 
w economy, and the permanent credit and 
“ welfaieof the country, by the great ex- 
44 crtions you have made for preventing, 
“ as far as possible, the accumulation of 
“ debt, and tor laisuig so large a proper- 
“ turn of the cxpences of the war within 
“ the year. 

41 Afy lard* end Gentlemen, 

• f I Iravft now only to recomnifixl to >ou 
“ to carry into your respective counties 
44 the same zeal tor thp public inierest 
“ which has, guided all jour proceedings 
“It will be yarn particular duty to incul 
*' cate on the minds of all classes of uiy 
“subjects, that the preservation of all 

“ that is most dear to them requires the 
“ continuance of their utuemitted exor- 
“ nous for the national defence* ihc 


44 it into execution. —Relying on the skilly 
“ valour, and discipline of my naval amt 
“ military force* turfed by the voluntary, 

44 seal and native courage of my people, I 
44 look with confidence to the issue of this 
“ j^reat conflict, and I doubt not that it 
“ w,ll terminate* under the blessing of 
“ Providence, not only in repelling the 
44 danger of the moment, but in establish** 
u fug, m the eyes of foreign nations, the 
“ security of this country on a basis never 
44 to be shaken* In addition to this first 
and great object, I entertain the aoi- 
14 mating hope, that the benefit to 
“ derived from our successful exertion** 
44 will not be confined within ourselves; 
“but that, by their example and their 
44 consequences, they may lead to the re. 
u establishment of such a system m * u- 
ro{>e, as may rescue it from the preca¬ 
rious state to, which it is reduced, and 
* may finally raise an effectual barrier 
«« against the unbsmnded schemes of ag» 
“ grandkement and ambition which threat- 
u en every independent nation that yet 
14 i ernains on the continent," w 

After which the Lord Chancellor, having 
received \m Majesty's commands* came 
forward and said, 

** My Lords and Gentlemen* 
u It his Majesty's royal will and pleasure, 
44 that this parliament be prorogued till 
44 Tuesday, the 4th bOpt# next, 'to be then 
44 and there holdert j and this parliament 
44 stands prorogued till the said 4tU day of 
Sept, accordingly.” 

ills Majesty then retired with hi* royal 
suite, and the a<cuhtomed formalities, 
the Commons withdrew to their own 

bouse, and their lortWiips separate®. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, July 31. 

[Minutes.)—T he bouse met at about 
hair past two unlock; about a quartet" 
before three* the yeoman usher of th^ 
bl^ck rod came dowu and informed the 
Speaker, that Majesty commanded the 
attendance of that lum. hou»e in the House 
of Veers. The Spt^ker, and all the |nem 
presefit, immediately went w.the 


'•nous ior me utwivuiM bers presem, *—. 

44 preparations fhich the enemy bus been u<we 0 f peers. Upon their return, the 
“ W.forming for the declared purpost g k<>r ,^,<.<1 the members to com* 
“ of invading this kingdom, are daily aug- TOun jj ^ ub le, w hen he read to them few 
" mealing, and the attempt appears to »jqjgsty’* speech. After, whith d»' moa-. 
“ have been delayed only with the \i%v ot b(jrs ^ured, and tie se^up cowrtuded, 

14 procuring additional moans for carrying . 


E«p of Tflia solworr. 
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Since our Report of the « Speech of Lord Castfyrcagh on the 19 tkjf Jnty* previously to 
* mows tor several Accounts relative to the Finances oj the East India Company m 
"" Inti#and Europe for the last Ten Yean" "(sec page 10 73), was put to press, we nave 
been favoured ’with the following correct Copy of his Lordship's Spt cch, published by 
‘ Authority. 


; Before, sir, I proceed to move for the pa¬ 
pers, of which 1 gave notice oh a former 
day, as \ shall not deem it necessary to found 
any motion upon them Tjvhen laid upon the 
table, lieel it my duty, at present, shortly 
to state to the house, the obji&t with which 
this information i$ called 1 for,' and the con- 
’‘elusions winch, l apprehend. Will he dedu- 
cible from it.-—In the successive debates 
Which have annually*taken place on in* 
<iHan Finance, however complicated and 
esttendfVe in its nature the subjefct is, I 
have observed, that so loilg as the dis¬ 
cussion confined itself ta the particular 
accounts of the year then, under con¬ 
sideration, whatever difference arose was 
easily reconciled, by a reference to the ac¬ 
counts themselves : out, so Often as the dis- 
cnssiott has taken a wider range (as it lw 
frequently very natumUy and very properly 
done, with reference to the results and state¬ 
ments of former years), a great want of pre¬ 
cision has been observable, from the difficulty 
of referring back, with accuracy, to the vo¬ 
luminous accounts of preceding years,- not 
at the moment either in the hands, or in the 
recollection, of those who took a part in the 
debate.*—One of rhy objects, and indeed the 
principal one, at present is, to bring > r *forc th-* 
house, in the compass of ;> single and intel¬ 
ligible acc.ouut, the substvir.ee ot the last ten 
years’ accounts, commencing with the u: 
ncvral 4f the charter ; so that gent, lieiwilier v 
having before them, in one point oi view, 
the estimate of each year* under the ^several 
heads of revenue, chaige, interest ot debts, 
surplus revenue, or deficit, aftd increase or 
diminution of debt, they may, at one 
glance of their eye, compare tho same with 
the actual result,' as furnished in the ac¬ 
counts of the subsequent year.—I am the 
more desirous of putting parliament in 
possession, of this information, from the* 
perseverance with which gent, on a !the 
other kick of the house, have asserted, year 
attef year, that all the estimates, from time to 
time laid before parliament, with reference 
ta Indian finance, and all the predictions of 
my nobleffiegil AfelvSIfc) mi lnyudf, 
fuVe beehdwpfefely fak*fi*d ty the evenly 
Thejr haw not, certainly, charged either 
with Wilful or deliberate ^representation^ 
but tk%impute to us |hc having re}ied for 
ogif^pclusions upon estimates, formed upon 

, iw'' - ** ' < , 


a confined an I inadequate view of the pro¬ 
bable expenditure for th*" succeeding )ear* 
and t) t, under the deception of our own 
over-sanguin** feelings, \v«. have given to pai- 
liament, and to the puolic positive assurances 
of rejubs which nave never taker place.— 
fi, sir, my noble friend and % myself have 
been in the habit of annually misleading par¬ 
liament on this important subject, we cer- 
Uihdy lwc taken ail due pains to supply the 
means of detecting our own errors. The 
detailedVeport, which is annually published, 
of the sentiments and opinions stated by the 
person who fills the situation I have now the 
honour to hold, furnishes more ample and 
authentic materials, than me to be found in 
the administration of any other branch of 
the public atfairs, for convicting him of any 
inaccuracy into which he may hav£fallen, or 
any inistatement he may have ventured^ to 
hazard ; and with such means, it is a little 
Surprising, if they are borne out by facts ; 
and a just subject of complaint, ib they 
ere not, that instead of bringing rhe question 
to this distinct tc.st thev have confined 
their attack to general imp'danons.—V\ isli- 
ing to bring the quotum, once for all, u > 
a distinct issue, 1 drab endeavour to state, 
us precisely as 1 can, the * o charges, 
whicn, I conre e, r jMpi'-hcnd the sub¬ 
stance of ever, thhv_’ tiuu has been alleged 
upon this sul j’oet. 1st, VIrat the annual es¬ 
timates dictnsrlvi weie founded in crroi, 
and disp,,\(d bv the cxp< nddure at the end 
of the year ; and that wniie the estimates 
gave no reason i - apprehend an increase ol 
debt, an accumulation, to a large amount, 
has taken place annually abroad. 2d, That 
a positive assurance was givta by my noble 
friend to the public, in the year 1 7 { J3, ot the 
participation of 500,0001. being regularly 
paid, and that his lordship had often declared, 
the nuances of the empire would derive aid 
from the resources of India, before India be¬ 
came a charge oh the mother country.-— 
And, first, as. to the latter charge, which is 
of a mote general nature, I have only to 
meet the asSertiOhspf gent, who state, that 
these assurances were given absolutely and 
Without qualification, by averting they never 
were; rtferring, for the truth of my denial, 
ter the recorded sentiments of^ my noble 
friend, as published at the time. I hey were, 
nq doubt, made absolutely, with reference to 
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a state of peace ; bat, sc> far from bcinr 
equally applied tcf a state of war, parliament 
"was distinctly appiiscd by my noble friend, 
at the time, that war, m proportion to the 
< \t* id of »tr> opera! on, and more p.irticu- 
war on the continent of India, must 
wholly ah cm tin* calculations thee made. A 
hopt was cnt-'M tamed bv my nob.e JUiends at 
the com»tTena"’..ei] ,«f tin- late wa; f that in 
the then <ri])pl 0 stale of the enemy, om 
ex pence abioad might no 4 be »>u as ? 0 
disturb tn' tei rally our tina’ a! prospers 
but he p.'Mitid'y aiardi’d h*’is> If 
causes of expemv, di'dih'". from Ha m,.b«iblt* 
thrett efforts of France in India, miic that 
time, we have hud two Inman w rs, one I 
with Tippoo, the other with the Malnattas. 
We have hid rebellions little fnfe.’ior to 
v/urs, in the expenditure connected with 
their suppression : and wc have, in that time, 
hired out from India various expeditions, 
and piomincntlytU.it to Egypt, not imme¬ 
diately connected with th Company V, ser¬ 
vice , the chains of which, with inteicst 
vner an rued (m whatever ptoportion they 
may ultimatily fall f>n the public or on the j 
Company), stand recorded in tin* accounts to j 
the amount of about 7VNJO,()00]. Could j 
my noble friend's statements, even had they 
be* 1 i uuaeeomp.inied by th * e* press qualih- 
colons vvh;<ii lu.ub a paitcf them at the 
time, be in .. imess cow .dcred ns applying 
fo sis.' h ,x state of th.’ap as 1 ave de-a nbed ? 
n ;t wonderful, nud r mu h an .. nrnu* 
tenon of capcnre, 'tri.ru*! not merely on 
ifi nimt of the thmiur, but of the public, 
tiiat the icsult, wlw u .i,v n >\r*' friend was, 
Instilled in opening to in the year 

should stand susptnd-d, in whatever 
degree those causes have continued n ope¬ 
rate r 'This house ' .1' recollect, when my 
nolde friend suited Ins conviction, that the 
run jure was likely to dt rive aul irotn India, 
before tlie defence of India would become 
chargeable upon the mother country; that 
this statement was made to meet the then 
gloomy predictions of gent, on the other side 
of the house, who asserted, such was the de¬ 
plorable state of the Company’s finances, | 
that the empire must soon be drained at home, 
for the defence of our possession^ in India* 
The truth of these predictions has been now 
pretty fairly tried, by ten years of the most 
expensive war, during which time Indif (an 
important exception to all our other foreign 
dependencies) has sustained its own expence, 
and is, at the present day, more equal than 
ever to continue so to do. What would, 
have been its ability to fulfil tbc other and 
more flattering part of my noble friend $ pre** 
Vql.1I. ’ 


diction, that of affording an efficient resource 
to the finances of, the empire, had we enjoyed 
peace, 1 leave, to the house, from its having 
thus supported itself in war, to judge ; only 
adding, by way of explanation, one observu- 
bon, namely, that the increased annual ex¬ 
penditure arising from the war, eventful as 
lth.is been, may be taken, on the average of 
ten years, at a sum considerably exceeding a 
million a year. Having thus taken notice 
ol the moie general charge which gent, have 
been in the habit of urging, 1 have the satis- 
iaction of coming to that, which, from it& 
Doing precise and specific in its nature, can at\ 
°‘ !( c he decided by a refucnce to the ac¬ 
counts themselves ; and here, little more re¬ 
mains for me to do, than to read to the house 
the leading results of the accounts for ten 
years, which I now hold in my hand, com¬ 
paring the estimate under the head of revenue 
and charge, with the result, as established by 
the actual accounts of the succeeding year. 

The revenues for the te/t years were 
taken at ------ * ± 91,719,000 

They actually produced - • - - y4,736,Ou0 

More than estimated - * - - 3,037,000 
The charges tor the same pci iod were 
astuni-itetj.it ------- 70,940,000, 

They actually amounted tu - - v 83,233,010 ’ 

More* than estimated - - - - 6,313,000 
It is here material to observe, that an in¬ 
crease on each side of the account is not ne¬ 
cessarily a proof of inaccuracy of estimate, as 
in the coutse of several of the years after the, 
estimates were transmitted borne, new terrw 
lories were annexed, which brought with- 
them an addition, both to the revenue and ^ 
ckaige side of the account. The best cri¬ 
terion to try the accuracy of the estimate® 
upon, is, to take the result upon the net re¬ 
venue. 

rhi;> was estimated in the ten years 

at. 14,779,000 

It actually amounted to - - - - 11,303,000 

Los&4haii estimated - 3,277,000 

so that, in an expenditure of above 
8p,000,000l. and during a period nearly of 
uninterrupted war, theerror in the final re¬ 
sult, upon the comparison of revenue and 
charge, did not; much exceed, three millions; 
an. instance qf precision and accuracy of es¬ 
timate, not, I wifi venture to say, to be pa¬ 
ralleled, in the financial proceedings t>f any, 
other gevt.; and which becomes the more 
surprising, when even this excess of charge 
is to be accounted fiyy, by the rRiIita.ry ex¬ 
penditure, both for the Mysore-and Mahratt* - 
waf& i becoming a charge in the coutse of 
their respective years, when at the outset, and 
at the moment the estimates,were .framed, 

4 U ' ' *■ - 
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neither events could possibly have been in the 
contemplation of the officer* 'preparing the 
same. Upon a fe/ievv of the ten years, it 
appears, that the. final net surplus revenue, 
sitter payment of sill charges ubioatl, includ¬ 
ing interest of debt, was 

Ksdimatrd to amount to - 5,^10,000 

Its actual produce v, as ----- 1,981,000 

Less than estimated - - - - 8,9*29,000 

The house will consider it a most conclu¬ 
sive and satisfactory proof ol the te-ritorial 
resources of our Indian empire to observe, 
that the produce of the revenue was sufficient 
to cover the expenditure connected with it c 
maintenance and defence, during a period oI 
ten years war, realising, at the same ume, a 
surplus of 1,981,0001. ; whibt the progres¬ 
sive increase of the debt from 8,0/4,(.'OOl. 
at which amount it stood in I/P3, to 
19,869,0001. ks present amount, has swelled 
the charge for annual interest from 5 1 7*0001. 
to 1,457,0001. the addition made to the In¬ 
dian debt in tins period being 11,794,0001. 
which will be observed upon hereafter 
Having noticed the productive powers ol the 
territories m supplying a surplus, under all 
the pressure of war, it may not be unsatis¬ 
factory to present this subject to the house 
in a different, and perhaps, hi pi in 
more accurate point of view, not 
materially in the result, but cmbiucin 
territorial charge at home, as well 
5u the mode of stating the account 
Tc.it years' revenue - - - - " 

Ten years* eliar^Ob - 

K#t iRvvnue - - 

t Tledect : 

Ten years' Brnroolcn 
and Penaupf oUnigc* - * 700 , 0(0 
Ten years' territorial* 
charges paid in Ivi 1 rope - 0,500,000 
'in hi. added to ehai i?cn abroad 
Surplus revenue applicable to in¬ 
terest, -------- 

(on year* interest of debt, at 
;> 17,0001.. per ausmto - - - - 

Net surplus 

Add t 

TJepaymetU.s ,from govt, received, or 
to be received, for advances *.n *o~ 
eoimt of the pub lid, included amongst 
thfc charges abroad J - - - - 

Tribute realised from the torn* ones, 
in tm years of war ------ 4/>rp>,ooo 


yi, 

h >, 

11, 


- 4,2(K>,00y 

'7,805,000 

5 , no,c ,00 

- - 2,185,000 


2,500,0000 


* It ts apprehended, that when the articles of 
territorial charge; paid at»hom<%, arc .miifUtely <$*> 
arninuh tlmttlu? amount will mil be found Wlarsri 
*s the surn here stated.. \ , - ''j 1 * 

- 4 ctargef against th^' tmitcriou Is 

<44ken at.^ imounf. it stood at in the' yarn* 1795, 
ctmmnbfbtu a>iuk f no li*t**r %*erc 
require for defraying territorial rit«rg #4 It might 
^dtpit Of quest!»m, whetfier, upon o more extended 
the debt prior to 1598, it was charge* 
“•$ 0 , the territories. • Q 

( t / A--' 


Tt is not here meant to h r contended, that 
the commerce of the Company dnived aid 
f»!om the above surplus. There wnc other 
demands, which more properly belong to 
the tei ritorb’S, which required and absoibr d 
funds nearly to an equal amount, though 


not falling stiiclly within the annual tem- 
torird expenditure. They are as Inlhms : 

Carn.'tie debt ------- 1, s'O °°0 

lnt< n‘st sine.* 17*^7 - - M)(M ! (»0 

J nr loiv e» ,h balance «dn»ud in tu: 

Ti ciimu v” ------- I ,V-0,0'.M 

Fhiutt.i-i a<’u juxm 1 " hi tween tin* Pi* * 1 - 
di n *i *'*, < luienwnr man, . tnk* .1 


Oiu. j ear's pwrt ji ipatnui to peb.ic 


i'<v\ono 

M u nuo 


Tribute realised - 
listen d* »n:*n<N not appi 
annual < haigt* 


laoj’n-j 1 


,t . L V >0,000 
- 4,( >'-,000 

5),000 


IN’iuaiiiS - - 4-11 <.0(M 

Of the above 4 ; 5C^,iuU>l. the iru nsis, d 
cash balance and advano« iiuk son 

he considered as available funds, in ih. 
strict* st sense: the net available lesomcc, 
therefore, bom the tenitories, in ten \i ns 
of war, ifter liquidating au old mnumbuuKe 
on the (’lunatic, and mnkmg .1 payment ,-I 
,)00,00<:]. to the publjV , may be stated lt i 


*ary 

Jllg 

2 ,.t!I. 4,(!0O].—'Flu- 

atrent 

ion 

ol 

the h h.s ’ 

12, 

the 

wilt iiatiniiliy be 

Iliacte 

d to 

an incH .iv of 

ibroad. 

debt having taken pdace 

in 

In 

dra, *0 til¬ 



amount of ) \ ,791, 

ouol. 

whi! 

1st 

th* t< 1 1 m»- 

75 f 

OOP 

lies appr {,}, upon ; 

in uv r 

.ij;e i 

n 

yta 1 :, fully 

b.i 

00(1 

hi lia\e supporter 

l tliei 1 

own 

CO 
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1\ to hv !■( - 
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qdai 
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ion ; bill it 



does »n j' , when 1 \; 

n n iwd 
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v, t 

• a detet it ■ r*L 



tion in thf genera) 

concern.— 


llilst the lr- 



diao debt. in(huL 

Lg Cll 

uia. 

h 

t S iiuicjsn! 


l ‘?,f>:»5,000l. th r * debt in E.uope lias b, rn w- 
duced 2,21 8,0ool. The iu tual met eaM* <»f dt bi 
upon the whole does not exceed p,,s,J7 TdO!. 
—Tlmhousu will iwt he surprised, in a ^iou - 
ingiiml extended commeiciai concern of ihb 
nature, mixed with the govt, ol a gieat em¬ 
pire, that in proportion as funds realise them- 
selves into assets of a less convertible nature, 
as the piachine itself increases in size, and av 
services press for supplies, where the neco- 
safv funds may not at the moment be within 
rCac’ii, that new loans must, from time to 
time, be made. The effect of such debt" 
being contracted, as bearing upon the value 


X This is taken, very moderately, at 2,500,0001. - 
1,500,000b having already been repaid by the pub¬ 
lic, nearly the whole faliiiiii; under tliim class <*fe\ 
penditurv, awl Which must be credited to the tern- 
forh’S, a-, originally (3i>bursed under the In ad ol 
charge. The charges for the Fgyptiau expedite'^ 
still remaining unsettled, in thcmsclrcs amounting 
U> 2,000,0001, 
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"'I tlie concern at large, can alone be men¬ 
ded, by examining, whether they have 
1 een ».p;iberl to unproductive cxp^iices, or 
wlwlv'r con find, upon the whole, a cones ’ 
p.mdent v.ih.r* iodised In another desrs lptiou 
o- j)*opeiry,’vvl.n.h mav fairly be c«cindered 
as a counterpoise to such debt.—In look.ng 
to the (|iieM.on in this point of view, whilst 
\ac find tlu* debts increased since 1 

9,S ;7,C00 

T l ir assets me incn'iiscd - - - - 12,10i,()00 

J nijiros • nnnt since lTl'l - - - jj .*_v>‘ ; ?> ()00 I 

.‘’object to adjustment, in whatever sum may 
ultmiate 1 y be disallowed of the claims on 
govt, amounting to 4,01 8, \ 2hl.—Whilst the 
ir cessity of new loans must be admitted, lor 
c crying on th< joint operations of com- 
m> k c and govt, during the peiiod m ques¬ 
tion, 1 c.mnot avoid calling the attention of 
parliament to the fact or the debt lm mg de¬ 
creased at ho:n<\ whilst it increased so largt ly 
abroad. 1 am aware, that in a period of 
war, when it may be impossible iti each year 
t ' transmit funds abroad, to the amount 
whit'll, upon general principles, it is desir¬ 
able should be done ; or where, in any paf- 
truhr year, the expentc, from unforeseen 
ewnb, may have gone beyond the scale pro¬ 
vided for from home, that new loans abroad 
may have become expedient and necessary, 
rather than suffer the investment suddenly to 
da line, to the prejudice of the industry of 
India, and to ihe derangement of the regular 
supply of the m.u ket at home : but the pro¬ 
curing funds in India, at the high rate of in- 
u 1 e?n payable on money there borrowed, is, 
:«> a g\ i.eval practice, so injurious, that I can¬ 
not pci mil this circumstance to p,.ss with¬ 
out come remark, ti ustin.g that the policy of 
Imi rowing in I’mope wi’l always ly* kept 
fteadi!v in t,;c\v. and that every effort will 
: ■ made on tin hot favourable occasion, to 
*'iniv< it a coiwideiable propoitrou of the fn- 
d „p, into a European debt, which cannot 
j> il in it«Hf, by the nu*iv reduction of in- 
teiest, rapidly to acceleiate the ultimate ex¬ 
tinction of the capital of the debt itself-—I 
shall not, upon the present occasion, delay 
the house, by minutely tracing the appro¬ 
priation and distribution #f the Company's 
hauls in each year, between the home and 
foreign concern ; between the management 
of their trade, and the administration of their 
territorial dominions. The accounts which 
l shall now call for, will lay the ground for 
such an investigation. I shall content my¬ 
self, at present, with observing, that as wg 
hnd, upon a balance of debts and assets, fhat 
die Company's affairs, taken in the* aggre¬ 
gate, have not been deteriorated in the last 
J-cn years, \vhii 5 t the British empire in India 


has been largely extended and soured; 
and as i have, I trust, satisfactorily shewn* 
th..t the territories have, during this period* 
hdly defrayed tluir own cxpcnce, it seems to 
f'llow as a necessary consequence, that the 
commerce of the Cmnpanv (conducted as it 
lias been, and ought always to be, on enlarged 
principles of steady encouragement to the 
manuiacturmg interests both at home and 
ubrhad, ratliei than on the confined scale 
of mercantile profit and exclusive advantage) - 
has also, (rom its own profits, upheld itself* 
paying to the proprietors the dividend of 
ren per cent, upon their capital stock. 

If such has been the result, when both 
interests had to contend with all the pres¬ 
sure f war, and loans made at high in¬ 
terest abroad, how great would %ave been 
the rcsouices derivable from them, had peace 
left the Company in possession abroad of a 
large surplus revenue, and had the money* 
marker at home ffrom which they have been 
excluded for the last *tcn years, in a great 
measure, from deference and consideration 
for the interest of the state) being open to the 
Company, so as to admit of their raising, at 
a moderate rate of interest, by an increase of 
their capital, the additional funds which 
their growing concerns have, from time to 
time, required.—W hilst I am upon the sub¬ 
ject of the Company's debt abroad, I wish 
to notice an observation that fell from an 
lion. gent. On the other side of the house 
(Mr. Job isfone) that when, in the month of 
Man L 1803, I stated to parliament the plan 
which was then in contemplation, for the re¬ 
duction of the Company's debt abroad, to 
the extent of two millions in peace, and pos¬ 
sibly to the extent even of one million in 
time of war, that 1 held forth an expectation, 
that such plan could be in operation in the 
year IS02-3 in India. A reference to dates 
"is sufficient to prove, that a plan, not stated 
nil Minch 1803, not sent out in orders to 
India till dune 1303, and the execution of 
which depended upon the extent ot supplies 
to be sent from Europe, in the end of the 
last, and beginning of the present season, 
which supplies could not reach India till lute 
in the year 1803-4, could not have any con¬ 
nection whatever with the accounts of 
1802-3. It is equally clear, had peace con¬ 
tinued, and had all the materials, which were 
then stated as essential to the phut of paying 
off 2,0(50,000 of the Indian debt within the 
yea**, remained undisturbed, that the plan* it¬ 
self could not have had its commencement 
abroad, till late in tye year 1803-4, of more 
probibly the*commencement of 1804*3.—U 
is true, rotated that a n»t revenue of one mil¬ 
lion would remain disposable abroad in the 
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year 1802-3, upon the supposition of peace 
continuing \ but I then also stated, that as 
the law had decided, that the surplus re 
venue •should be applicable, in the first in¬ 
stance, to the purchase of investment, it was 
not till that investment reached Europe and 
was realised, that ( the surplus, so to exist, 
could be applied, either to the reduction of 
debt, or the payment of the jjarticipation to 
the public. The month of July 1804- was 
then mentioned, as the petiod when the 
Company would be prepared, if Avar did not 
intervene, to account with the public for 
that sum. It was explained, in a former 
debate, why, on the balance of last year’s 
account, no* such payment is now due ; and 
it also wa$fhewrt, that the net surplus abroad 
in that year, after payment of all charges, 
interest of debt included, would not have 
fallen short of 1,300,0001. had peace con¬ 
tinued, It appears, therefore, that parlia* 
ment was distinctly apprised from the first, 
of the circumstances on,which this payment 
must depend; and I am by no means an¬ 
swerable, in consequence of any thing 1 then 
said, for a temporary interruption of tlm re¬ 
source, which has been subsequently occa¬ 
sioned by the war, #iid by the unfavourable 
sales at home.—With these materials, viz. a 
dear surplus of 1,000,0001. in peace, and 
' 500,0001. in war, applicable to the reduc¬ 
tion of debt, the plan proposed to liquidate 
debt abroad, to the annual amount of 
& 9 000,0001. in peace, and in war to an 
amount not exceeding 1,000,0001. The 
practicability of executing the plan in peace 
(these materials being forthcoming) depended 
further on the Company being enabled, by 
gradually adding to their capital, to raise an¬ 
nually in Europe such a sum, as, with the 
progressive savings of interest, would com¬ 
plete the sinking fund, in each year, to the 
required amount.—No difficulty could have 
occurred in doing so, to the proposed extent, 
had peace continued. In war it was pre¬ 
sumed, in addition to the. 500,0001. appli¬ 
cable from the net proceeds, that partly from 
repayments from the public, afi«l partly from 
an increased issue of bonds, the fund, for the 
reduction of debt, might have been carried 
beyond the half million.—If, from the recur¬ 
rence of war in Europe, coupled with the 
heavy pressure of a contest with the 3\Jab- 
mtus, the surplus net proceeds beep in 
a £ real cr degree absorbed, than there was 
reason to apprehend at fhe tifije; if, from 
the war *bea>ing ujion the price of adl •de¬ 
scriptions of public securities in the jparket 
at home, it has become disadvantageous to 
the Company’s capital, wnfistj the 
of their stock* iu common % wim all 


others, is so much depressed ; and, if, from 
our communication with the continent, nf 
the outset of the war, being m«itrTi.dlv em¬ 
barrassed, if not interrupted, and also, fn»« ■, 
the first effects of the high dnlvs, impost it 
on the Company’s imports in the course of 
the last session, their sabs at home, in 
amount, as well ns jn price, have been con¬ 
siderably affected : the house will not be sur¬ 
prised, if the concurrence of all these un¬ 
favourable causes should imped' 1 , if not 
suspend, the operation of the plan in ques¬ 
tion. ] trust, however, that as far as ti e 
sales at home, and the pecuh.uly heavy ex¬ 
igences of the war abroad, are co-we-iuM, 
1 hat we may from the present moment, in¬ 
dulge better hopes, peace having been ac¬ 
tually concluded with th** Mahratfns, and 
the Impediments to our sale*; not being, it Is 
to be presumed, in their nature permanent ; 
but having recalled to the recollection iff the 
house the principal points on winch this im¬ 
portant question must hinge, gent, will fee!, 
that the detail will be more sat sfactonly dis¬ 
cussed in a future year, wlun advicis shall 
have been lecewed of the orders hrving 
reached India, and of the proceedings of tin 
supreme govt, thereupon. — Upon the whole, 
I trust, the several accounts, 1 shall now 
move for, accompanied by the explanation*- 
I have thus had an opportunity of suhmitmu* 
to the house, will satisfy parliament and th f 
public : 1st, Of the peculiar and highly 
Commendable accuracy, observable in tin 
estimates prepared by the officers ol the Eust- 
ludia Company, both under the heads of re 
venue and charge, trying them bv the test o 
the actual accounts for the s.one yc.»r, alt,* 
the whole receipt and expenditure hadbiei 
precisely ascertained, and only making * 
reasonable allowance for extraordinary t ■ 
pence, occasioned by events wldcli, ticii 
their nature, could not have been ehher U *r 
seen or calculated upon, when the estimate 
were prepared. 2d, That none of the as 
simmers given to parliament on the subjec 
of Indian finance, if fairly stated and ooi 
rectly understood, have been disproved b 
the event; on the contrary, that it is nianifesi 
from the revenue#having more than coverc 
the territorial expenditure, during ten yea 
of the most expensive war, that every <o 
pectaticn of aid to the public finances firm 
India would have been fulfilled to the ittmos 
had we remained at peace, or even had tl 
scale of* oor war expenditure not been aggr 
•grated, far beyond what the European w 
alone, at its outset, gave us reason to appr 
bend, by expensive expeditions, fitted out 
1 India on the public account, and by wr 
With the native powers. 3d, That, notwit 
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mding the period now under consideration 
s been one of hcJvy pressure, upon the 
nnmercud and territorial interests of the 
rrnpany, both being exposed to all the in- 
eased embarrassment and expence insepa- 
bly connected with war, the general state 
' their atfairs, upon a comparison of debt- 
id assets is, upon the whole, not impaired, 
hilst ther empire has been carried to an ex- 
nt, which leaves them nothing to fear from 
1 y enemy on the continent of India, nnd 
ns to them new sources of prosperity, 
hich cannot fad largely to operate on the 
tu»*n of peace —'That the resources of 
id in «i«ould be such, as to enable it, whilst 
1 ' e '-'"t remained formidable competitors 
*r m -<tary donriaioi; in that part of the 
r u'lJ, to support its own wars, upon an 
w/rig - of years, out of its own revenues, is 
triumphant fact to be enabled to state on 
1 c part of a dependant branch of this cm- 
a c. 1 doubt whether the financial means 
f any oilier govt, coul 1 under similar cir* 
umstaiices of pressure, present a similar re- 
ult 1 ' >r an equal number of years of ex 
■ ded warfare.—Parliament, from the menus 
•f information it possesses, will justly dis- 
mnnutc between the expectations it may 
ifelv form, with respect to the resources of 
nduin a period of peace, as contested with 
ne of war ; they will ha\enow before them 
faithful Statement of the Estimates and the 
!esi.lt of the last ten years; and, I trust, 
hese documents are not less calculated to 
I*; tif-y the official statements which have 
>f en annually submitted to their notice, than 
o inspire Hie empire at home with a just 
oufidcnce, in the extent and stability of our 
■iilian resources.—1 shall now, Sir, con- 
1 tide with moving that there be laid before 
ho house < t. <£ An Account,shewing the 
Climated and actual revenues and charges in 
1 alia, with the results for ten years, from 
l?o3-4 to 1802-3, after deducting, pay- 
nents on account of interest on debts and 
iiipply to Bencoolen, &c. exhibiting like- 
vise the decrease or the increase of the 
lebts ; distinguishing each year.”— 2. (( An 
hsLimate of profit and loss on the Com¬ 
pany’s sales in England and other profits for 
Un years, ending 1st March 1804, with 
nther payments in England deducted there¬ 
from ; distinguishing each year, and distin¬ 
guishing, as far as may be, such charges as 
are of a political, from those that are of a 
commercial nature; and also distinguishing 
the India from the China account.’’-rS. 
“ An Account of the total amount of tihe 
Company’s debts and assets, abroad and at 
home, including China; the former from 
April 1793, to April f803 ; and the latter 
from Marclr 1794 to March 1804. both in* 
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APPENDlSef No. Ill_An Account of the Total Amount of the Company’s DEBTS ami ASSETS, 

Abroad and at Horae, including China ; the forme*’ from April, 1793, to April, <ib03, ami the lath r 
. frotn March, 1794, to March, 1504, both inclusive; distinguishing each Year. 


DEBTS. 


INDIA. 

CHINA : 
Balance 
against. 


HOME. 

TO’gAL. 

Abroad 

£. 

£. 

Home. 

£. 

£. 

1793 

8,074,865 

— 

1794 

7,006,50(1 

15,081,365 

1794 

7,367,190 


1795 

6,946,623 

1 LSI 5,513 

1795 

6,848,40:* 

— 

1796 

7,474,700 

1 4,323,105 

1796 

7,203,326 

— 

1797 

7,916,459 

15,119,685 

1797 

9,294,539 

718,945 

1798 

7,284,694 

17/298,178 

1798 

11,032,645 

1,073,607 

1799 

7,103,76v 

19,210,014 

1799 

12,995,52! 

220,022 

1800 

5,800,222 

19,045,770 

1800 

14,240,20V 


1801 

0,593,981 

19,634,191 

1801 

16,912,961- 


1302 

4,822,68; 

21,735,652 

T802 

18,654,381 

— 

1803 

4,773,88< 

23,428,267 

1803 

19,869,22: 

260,900 

1804 

4,788,86; 

24,918,9S8 

' ASSETS. 


INDIA. 

CHINA: 
Bal. in t'av. 


HOME. 

TOTAL. 

Abroad 

£. 

£. ‘ 

Home. 

£. 

£. 

1793 

8,339,362 

1,040,058 

1794 

9,888,8% 

19,268/256 

1794 

8,834,538 

939,541 

1795 

10, M 3,354 

20,167,282 

1795 

8,867,266 

528,77“ 

1796 

12,024,312 

’.1,420,357 

1796 

8,958,669 

279,250 

1797 

12,476,813 

21,714,732 

1797 

10,531,145 

— 

1798 

l 1,211,570 

23,742,515 

1798 

9,922,905 

— 

1799 

17,119,628 

27,042,531 

1799 

10,259,107 

,— 

1800 

16,185,950 

26,445,057 

1800 

11,169,355 

1,22(5,079 

1801 

15,404,736 

27,800,168 

1801 

U,552,360 

1,019,551 

1002 

16,802,760 

29,174,671 

1802 

12,061,383 

91,434 

1805 

17,440,593 

29,593,410 





(A) 


1803 

L2,618,625 

— 

130 \ 

18,751/no 

131,370,839 


Mem.*—'The Debts and Assets in India are 
stated, exclude of the Sccunlws 
in the Hands of the t'ninmis- 
S'Oik in of the Sinking Funds 
from April, 1800. They arc also 
stated conformably to the \c- 
c omits presented to L\irh.orient 
in each Yeai, except in 179 ) and 
1794 j the Accounts for \pnl m 
each of these Ycais not Inning 
been received when the Si ali¬ 
ments were laid bcfoic Pai (la¬ 
ment, 

(a) This differs from the Account* 
formerly presented, it having 
been found that Part of I 1m Car¬ 
goes afloat au; included m the 
Assets in India, 1503. 

(Errors excepted.) 

chas. cartwriciit. 

Accountant-*»em iaL 

WM. WJMCHT. 

Aqditoi ol India Accounts, 

Fast-Tndin House, 

July 30,1504. 


APPENDIX, No. IV. —An Account, shewing the Operation of a Sinking Fund, m tli^l{inrcTin*f 
of the Indian Debt, at Two Millions annually, viz. One Million from the Surplus Revenue, and One 
Mdlioti from the Saving on Interest, and from a T uan, &e. 


Rate of Interest with Probable 
Reduction. 


1503- 

1S04* 

1805- 

1806- 
1807. 
1808- 


1809M( 


£. 12,600,000 
3,400,000 
10,600,000 
3,400,000 
8,600,000 
3,400,000 
6,60(1,000 
3,400,000 
4,600,000 
3,400,000 
2,600,000 
3,400,000 


at. 8 per Cent, 
at 10 per Cent, 
at 7] per Cent, 
at 10 per Cent, 
at 7 pm Cent, 
at 10 per Cent, 
at 7 per Cent, 
at 10 per Cent, 
at 6| per Cent, 
at 10 per Cent., 
at. 6| perCent. 
at 10 per Cent. 

At 6 per Cent. 


Principal re¬ 
duced 2 Mil¬ 
lions in each 
Year. 

Annual lute- Annual Sav 
rest payable ing upon In 
according to teru&t rcduc- 
forc going I ed.aiirtcapi- 

Supposition. | tal paid off. 

Ah (vint tn it? ra ; ‘‘'d, -vvir' 
the Saving intlu prrr-il 
nip; Column, to lomjilcic 
the additional Million lor 
Sink mtf Fn.id. 

£. 16,000,000 

£. 1,348,0001 

- - _ 

£. 1,000/IMl 

14,000,000 

1,135,000 

213,000 

787,001} 

12,000,000 

942,000 

406,000 

591,000 

10,000,000 

802,000 

546,000 

451,000 

8,000,000 

639,000 

709,000 

291,000 

6,000,000 

509,000 

839,000 

161,000 


i: 

2,713,000 

43,2^7,000 

4,000,000 

240,000, 

1,108,000 



In the Years 1808-9 and 1809-10, the ten ^pd eight per Cent. Decennial Loans, amounting togethu to 
about 4,014,0001. will become payable, either in India or Europe, at the option of the Holders, it is pm- 
bable, from the favourable rate of Exchange at which the Holders are entitled to receive their payment in 
Europe, that the whole, or the greater part of these Loans, will he transferred. In whatever piopoition, 
by such Transfer, the Indian Debt may be reduced below four Millions, the Sum at which it is proposed it 
should remain, a eorresponding*Sum must be raiseijbv Loan in India, which will preserve the Debt Abioad 
at the due Amount, and will enable the Cbmpanyf by retaining in Kuiqpe the Funds which must otlicru iso be 
remitted to India, either in bullion or by Bflfc, so to regulate the State of their Home Tieasury, a> to be 
£ re W>j! to "if et * he increased Demands upon tt. 

The Am^yntof the Principal of the Debt^to be liquidated by above Operation is .... L. 12/*00;000 

Mb Means are: Surplus Revenue ... . *£.6,000,000 

ST AnnuaLiSavmg of Interest * . 2,713,000 

f • t AmoujR, raised by Loan at Home, &c. , , 3,287,000-.£.12,000,00( 


4T»T»T'XTr»TV \r« 1 TT 





!] 


PARL, ACCOUNTS. —Ireiand.—-JY< 


'ogress of Funded Debt . 


[H 


APPENDIX 


PARLIAMENTARY DERATES, 


vol. ir. 


An Account of the Amount of the Funded Debt of Ireland, ou the 25 th March 
in each Year, from the 25 th March 1784 to 1801 , and on the 1 st January 1801 , 1802 , 
1803 , and 1804 ; together with the Amount created since the 1 st January 1804 by Loans, 
and the Debt as it now stands. 






Sm 

d. 

Ireland on the 25th March 1784 

. 


1527600 

O 

0 

» • a • I 7b 

a 


1490920 

O 

0 

a a a • IyB6 

. 


1584540 

O 

0 

• • a • I 787 

a 


1768240 

O 

0 

a 1788 

• 


1718240 

O 

0 

a a a a 1 J 






. a . a 1790 ( 

a a a . 1 79 I ( 

> v 


1718240 

O 

0 

a • • a 1792 J 






• - * • 1 793 

• 


1760740 

O 

0 

. . • . i794 

a 


2134140 

O 

0 

• • • * 1 79s 

a 


.3185990 

O 

0 

a a a a X 79^ 

• 


4841856 

x 3 

4 

* 1 797 

a 


5825056 

*3 

4 

a a • # 179 ^ 



10128906 

13 

4 

a a • • I799 

. 


16508790 

0 

0 

1800 

• 


24207290 

0 

0 

on 1st January i8ox 

a 


30109056 

*3 

4 

1802 

a 


34911838 

9 

7 

. 1803 

# 


39541258 

16 

8 

1804 

a 


43019325 

zo 

0 

anuarv 1804 by loans . 

* 


10277031 

.5 

0 

Ireland, as it now stands , 

• 


53296356 

*S 

0 


N. B. This is a statement of the mere progress •of the debt. 7%e account of the const Hue 
pa, ts of the debt, as well as of the sinking finds will be fmM in the subsequent pages. 
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Abstract Statement of the Public Income of Ireland, for the Year endlrtg on the 5 th of 



! 

Gross Receipt 

I Total Receipt 1 

Re-payments, 

Chat ges of 

Ordinary Revenues. 


within 


to be 


Drawbacks, 

Manage me nt. 



the Year. 


accounted for 


Discount ) 

4 . 



£. 

s. 


£ 

t . 

a! 

X- 

,,/] 

x'. .. J. 

Customs 

Excise - 


1626794 

1716412 

7 

0 

Fi 

4i 

} w T 4 fi 5 

2 

8 « 

’-794 5 T 

i 4 1 . 

35^585 12 111 

Stamps 

- 


0 

3 

2971-2 

6 

°i 


- 3 

22 l S 2 1 7 7 

Po .t-officc 

- 

108844 

7 

5 

I 23714 

18 

9 


4 b 

639,3 X II 

Poundage fees 

- 

3 5 ^ 5 

6 

9f 

3^9S 

6 

9 ! 

— 


— 

prl.s fees 

- 

7 1 39 

1 

U 

71^9 

1 

T t 

1 A 

— 


— 

Puty on wrought plate 

- 

icr 8 

id 

9 

2078 

*9 

9 

— 


— 

Casualties 

- 

~¥ I 

*5 

1 r 

2303 


11 



— 

Total ordinary Revenues 

- 

3 7 r 5 7 10 

>9 

3i 

44 oi i99 

11 

°ff 

i 9 8 7 6 s 

I ic! 

440661 13 3 ^, 

jIdvtrurndtnary Resource. 











pour-shiHn g tax on salaiics, &e. 


4° 

7 

6 

4° 

2 

6 

— 


— 

Public coni yards 

- 

V,Z «r 

0 

0 

2 92 5 

0 

n 

— 


— 

Cominis, of Navv, on ac. of aJV. 

by Coil. 

66 x 73 

0 

6 

O 6173 

0 

0 

— 


— 

Sund 1 y persons on acc of net, Indim 7 
corn, &r. *,old for Govrrnrw nr S 

5 f "> 

4 

8 } 

■5'?? 

4 

S’, 

! — 


. 

Gain by exch «>n sums ice fiom C 

; Brit. 

6 a? = 4 

X) 

r, 

0 2 324 

19 

6 1 

i — 



From the B. of 1 1 el foi me lau Rr 

!. House 

40000 

0 

0 

40000 

0 

0 

1 — 


i 

From G. Brit. of piofir on lntr. < 

>f lSn^ 

127231 

9 

0 

I2727T 

9 

8 1 



— 

Other monies paid to the pubhc 

- 

77 r )9 

10 

1 * 1 

7769 

! O 


1 


— 

Appropriated Duties for io:a! Otfjr<ts. 








! 


Linen mami r .ktnrf 

- 

792 

8 

4 

70 2 

8 

4 

1 of> 

* *1 

— 

Lagan navigation 

- 

2289 

4 

0 

258 ? 

10 

2 ! 

1204 

4 0] 

34 5 0 

Improvement of Dublin 

- 

10432 

14 

6 | 

1^173 

8 

oil 

37 

3 

— 

Repairs of Royal Exch &, com. buildings 

1421 

5 

l 

1 

2 00 5 

0 

7 J j 


j 

— 

King’s inns 

- 

1500 

0 

{ 

° i 

J C 'O 

0 

0 

— 

1 

— 

Fish bounty 

- 

6 $00 

0 

0 1 

6 V 0 

0 

0 

— 

j 

-- 

Presbyterian ministers 

- 

44^2 

8 

9 j 

44' = 

8 

9 

— 


— 

Total, independent of the loans 
Loans paid into the Exchequer 

- 

4^557 3« 

7 

d 

4744 x 40 

*4 

ir i 

■*00x15 

1 t s' 

44^7 1 6 0 5 \ 

- 

21' % C)66 


l! 

21 

M 

4 

— 

- 1 

1 

— 

Grand Total 

- * 


1 

r “i 

69? 1 207 

8 

x 

■" H 

1 

^001 1 5 

xi 5 4l°7 * fi 0 5 j 


NOTE S. 



Kate: of Collect. p^r C f . 

1 


GiO’.s Rev 

Net Rev. 


£, s. d. 

j d. 

Customs and excise 

IO T 2 111 

1 3 1 9 ir 

Stamps - - - 

10 4 S’ 

Y 

ri r 5 cl 

Post-office 

58 14 7 

203 15 o> 


Tj 


The appropriated balances in the Exchequer, on the 5th of 

January j 803, amounted to * - - - £. 23940 16 O T 

Tbe UE'ippr pru ed balance inf lie ExcVquer, on t^c # rth of > 1028467 t8 

January ipbj, amounted to - 1004.527 2 5 '|j I 

The appru^at , glances in the* Lschcjue , on ^c* 3th of ^W. 

T auwy 1804, amounted to - * * - '30099 


Jf-Wftappiopriated balance iff the Exchequer, on the eth of 

1804 , amounted to* - *$3877 


15 11 1 

3 ni 


3i39?6 *5 6 |J 

,/ 




v ] PARL, ACCOUNTS* —Ireland.— Public Income. £ v ] 

% * 

January 1804. [N. B. All the annual Accowzts of the Treasury are made up to the $th of January .J 


Total Payments 
out of the 
gross Revenue. 

Net Produce, ap¬ 
plicable to 
national Objects. 

Payments for 
Militia, Desert. 
Straggling Sea. 
A. of Res. and 
Fon.ifu.ni ions. 
Compensation. 

Bounties for 
Fisbeiic Jf Linen 
Manufac. &c. 

Tot.il Payments 
out v f the 
net Produce 

Payments 
into the 
Exchequer. 


d. 

X’. 

X 

X J . 1 • x 

X J. d 

X. x. d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

6 34°37 7 

io£ 

3*974 2 7 

14 ioj 

48039 13 54 

40431 10 10 

33491 4 si 

2334087 

0 

2 

15 

10 

1 S 1 

IO 2 - J 

— 

-- 

— 

i 8 j J4 7 

8 

3$ 

7747* M 

7 

48243 

3 2 

— 

— 

— 

25318 

9 

n 

— 


35 6 95 

6 9 ^ 

— 

— 

— 

35*95 

6 

9 ! 

— 


7 1 30 

1 U 

—. 

--- 

*— 

7 1 39 

1 

a 

— 


207 S 

19 9 

— 

— 

— 

2078 

1 Q 

9 



2303 

.5 11 

—. 

— 

■— 

2303 

*s 

11 

7 3 94 2 Q J 7 

35 

3662069 

‘3 

4^59 5 * 

40431 xo 10 

88491 4 3 $- 

2789170 

1 




40 

2 6 


_ 


40 

2 

6 



3'>-3 

0 0 

— 

— 

m 

3 <> 2 S 

O 

0 

— 


60-73 

0 6 

— 

— 


66173 

O 

6 

— 


3173 

4 n 

— 

— 

— 

5173 

4 

SI 

... 


6:^24 

19 6 

— 

— 

— 

62324 

19 

6 

— 


4 oof >0 

0 0 

— 

— 

— 

40000 

0 

0 

— 


127231 

9 8 

! — 

— 

— 

127Z3T 

9 

8 

— 


7?by 

10 nj 

— 

— 


7769 

10 


TO^ z 

1 

6 S 6 

6 3 

1 






I 2 c 8 0 

0 

13 - 

1 2 

— 

— 

— 

097 

10 

0 

37 3 

6 

i z 1 ’6 

4 64 

— 

— 

— 

10661 

6 

6 



2 00 iJ 

° r| 

— 

— 

— 

1586 

18 

0 

— 


t t;oo 

0 0 

— 

— 

— 

1500 

0 

0 

— 


6500 

0 0 1 

— 

— 

— 

650 0 

0 

0 

— 


4452 

S 9 j 

— 

— 

— 

44s2 

8 

9 

740831 rt 

1 o-l 

4^03309 

- ui. 

4 (io 59 *3 Si 

40431 10 10 

8«49> 4 .Si 

3 12 75°5 

12 

9b 

— 


2178066 

f 3 4 







740831 rr 

ro f 

6l & r 375 

16 3ff j 

4 <? °59 0 Si 

40431 10 to 

884 .^ 4 3 $ 

W557* 

6 



NOTES. 


R ALAN C E S. 

Balance's in the 
Hands of the dif 
ferent Cullectois. 

Balance in the 
Hands of the Re¬ 
ceiver-general. 

Bills in ihe 
Hands of ihe Re¬ 
ceiver-general. 

£. s- X 

566434 19 4 f 
664179 2 tof 

£. j. X 
24944 9 34 

443J4 5 ! 

£■ >■ d - 
97024 18 si 
98738 17 ir 


The amount of the Exchequer bills issued for the public service between the 5th ^of January 18Q3 \ £.i 7q00 oo 
and the 5 th of January 1 804 , and not redeemed within fhat period, was - - + J 

Accountant-general’s Dfficc, 21 March 1804: 

5 ’ > 

> a a 

r ' 





PARL. ACCOUNTS, —Ireland ,—VublU Expenditure . 


Account of the Public Expenditure of Ireland for the Year ending on the 5 th of 

January 1804 . 

£ JV, for the particulars under each heady see the several accounts referred to by the Utters 7>, i .J 


Separate Expense of Ireland. 

£• ’■ * 

I. For interest on the funded debt of Ireland, including an¬ 
nuities foi lives and toims of years , ahn 1 / percent, 
for the reduction of rhe capital cteated by loans Mine 
I 797 (bect. f and 2 .) — — — -—2014411 6 

For charge of management thereon — — — - — * 

There was also applied towatds the reduction of the 

national debt, the annual l^sue of — — — 67635 ^ 4 


*y!9i 17 3$ 


Whereof was applied, towards the- reduction of the n.i 
tionaldtbr — — — — ■— — 


2082040 14 
5 * 3^ -4 & 


Total on account of interest — — — — 1^66222 5 9 

I>itto for charge of manage merit — — — 1 54 f > 1 1 i ^ 1 

Ditto on account of the ltduclion of the national debt - 51 5824 8 8-1 

%. ——---— 

IT. The interest on Exchequer bills (B.) - — — - — - 

III. Issues for purposes appointed by the Paihainent of 

Ireland ptior to the Union (C.) — — — - ~ — 

IV. Issues from appropriated funds for local purpo-cs ^D ) — - — 


“'339 


Total separate Expense 


Joint Expanse with Great Britain. 


V. Civil Li'* - — *— — — —j 

Other jjk.rmane.it > harge. (E.) — — .— 

VI. Payment' i~ au.«ripatinn of E.vJicqu '1 rcciipt r ,vi7 
Botiutn,'. -- — — — — — 

Militia, arm/ if rr-nv, Jescrt-r* narrar.fs, 

(K r and 1 .) --- — — — 

VII. Ordnance (G.' — — —- 

VIII. Army. -OTiinniv service, \\?. 

Regulars, rnthti.J, and ci toips — 

h.ii racks — — — — 

!b r a4 officer- ana office", of gar 11 nons — 
Half-pav olficns ana roinced chaplains — 
OtfiLetr. widows — — — 

Rot, al Hospital — — — —.. 

Public officer*/ then tkputie', clerks, and 
inw.dentnl cxpcn'iC)— —. 


Extraordinary sciv.ce (II.) 


IX. Miscellaneous services (I.) 
Lastly, Vote of credit (K.) — 


Total ioint|F. 3 pcmc 
Grind Tola! 


’4®'i7 J- 

7 

SI 

!c -::4 

4 

4 i 

lul ">2 

9 

1 i 

1 4 

40430 

10 

10 

480 <;q 

*3 

si 

i - - 

11 ‘. 29 *So 

1 1 

<} 

297 w 

6 


W 4 ’ 

iS 

6 

3 + 343 

12 

7 l 

6015 

8 

S“ 

42 »S 9 

19 

3? 

6866 

11 

6 

2056005 

10 

-1 

k ? 

<150000 

0 

0 

- 


- 

- 


— i 

- - 


7 j. 


44447 r * 


8*491 4 

223067 4 


2/4*97 5± 

290807 10 11 

4027040 2 6 

7798554 9 4 




ix] PARL. ACCOUNTS.— Ireland.— Fim.ltJ Dtht—Int. of Exc. Bills, CA. f* 

(A. r ) An Account of the Monies paid out of the Receipt of the Exchequer, in the Year end¬ 
ing the 5 th January 1804, towards satisfying the Chaige of the Public Funded Dfbt of* 
Ir-lano; distinguishing the total Amount of the Sums applied tor Interest, Chamc of 
Management, and the annual Issue tor its Reduction. * 





Inteirst ard Amiuiues 
fo: Lives and 1 erms 
of Yeais, &C. 

Clutgc 

of' 

Management, 

9 

Intern*:, See. <>n the funded act: of Ireland — — 


— 

A• f */. 

20144.1 1 6 ijt 

1 54 ‘»« 1 7 3 f 

£■ *• d. 

1549 1 "7 3 t 





Annual for the rV.UiLnu of the nation d dolt 

- 

— 

:c29903 3 4} 

* r'W 8 4 




, 

109755s 11 8j 



, A. 2 ) An Account of the total Amount of the Sums actually received by the Commissioners 
tor the Reduction cf the National Diar, m the Year ending the 5th January 1S04. 


An m. 1 rv.re - — — - — — 

I'soiffJ mmiiin - - - — — — 

ApjTuiJiiatiuii of t/. per cent, j.cr on loirs •■me'' i 71,7 — — 


rJis ’ r.-je's on capital puuhavd 


In Gicat Kiham. 

In It eland. 

L d. 

£■ >■ d. 

- 

6 7 6 3 3 8 4 

— — — 

2 2 3 '1 0 0 

261133 7 4 

9449116 6 

261133 7 4 

164377 4 10 

39944 1 9 9 

50368 16 9I 

301078 7 1 

114746 1 7$ 

214746 i 7i 


515824 8 



(B.) An Account of the Intfrfst on Kxchlqufr Kills, with the Payments made in the 
Year from the 5th January 1803 to the 5U1 January 1804* 

Time icmanud unclaimed uu the 51a futuaiy 1803, mteiect on T ■ yhcquei lull j\ u J. 

to the 24th June l8o2 • - -- - —~ - IjJ'l l 4 

Ciurgi for micicst—On 29750/. at 6 f . pir con:, ^ci 'in, fr<*i i d. 

June 1802 to the 25d: Dcvim6cr following — -- N >2 1' o 

Ditto—On 3000c/. at J'tm, foi one year, to 24th Jun- 1 'v 3 - 1 vj > o ^ 

Ditto—On 392273/. C.. St/, at 3/. pci cent, j.r.mn horn 24m 

June rSoi to th'* 25th Match 1803 — — ■- 147m < o 

Ditto—On 700000/. at ditto* for one }car, to 24'!'. jane rS, 3 ~ ? t' 00 o o 

-524O,' 13 D 

537U 16 4 

- 3 4l 


DrJutt uilcre.t which rcmniivJ und. mini on llie jth J.uiuarv l?ey — 

Total of payments for intcre't on T sclicquei lulls, in the year to the yth January 1804 - 


£■ *■ d. 

53122 12 ir| 


(C.) An Account of Payments made for Purposes appointed by the Parliament of 
Ireland prior to the Union, in the Year ending the 5th January 1804. 


Pot Relief of fnffering loyalists — 1 

Compensation for losses by the Union — 

Inland navigations, giant of session 1780 — 

Ditto — — - grant of sr non 179# — 

Ditto - — - grant of session iSco 

Tottery prr-es — — —* — 

Puruipnl of Exchequer bills — — 

Principal of loan debentures — — 

Discount on prompt payment of loan deposits* Sec. 

S 


_ £- 


s. d. 

— 10478 3. if 

- 398634 TZ 84 

— 400 O O 

- IIOOO O O 

— 513*3 11 to$ 

— 1305 o .0 

—1117023 6 % 

— 420 o o 

— 9749 4 5 

1S01313 18 9$ 


* i • 





f 


*l) P-\RL. ACCOUNTS.— I R el.— •Charges for lotdl Objects — Civ. List—Bounties &c. £xii 

(D*) An Account of Payments from the Funds appropriated for local Purposes in Ireland, 
, from the 5th January 1803 to the 5th January 1804. 

~ — 

o 


— — — — 1997 10 


r Promoting the linen and hempen manufacture 
Lagan navigation —- * — 

Improving the city of Dublin — — 

Building inns of court — — .— — _ 

Repairs of the Royal Exchange and commercial buildings (Dublin) — 

Voluntary contributions, repayment of a sum contributed afrer 25th March 1799 
Fish bounty — — — -— — — —. 


— — — 1568 


104S3 

2690 

1966 


— 708 14 


'i 

o 

9 i 


19 5 39 3 4 


(E.) An Account of Paymfnts in the Year to the 5th January 1804, under the seveial Heads 
of—Civil List, Pensions, and other Permanent Charges. 


Atrear on the civil list on the 5th January 1803 
Charge for ditto-on the 5th January j 804 


Deduct arrear on the 5th January 1804 — — 

Total of issues to the civil list in the year to the 5th 
Pensions — — - * — - — - 

Other Permanent charges, viz.. 

Public infirmaries — — —- 

Public coal-yards — — — 

Army baggage — — — 

Lottery expenses — — 

' Police establishment — — — 

Inspector-gencial of prisons — -— 

Transportation of felons — — 

Fees on auditing Treasury account* 

Imprest-office — — 

Seciet service in detecting tie.'vsunable tnnspi 1 acics 
Annuities and compensation allowances *— 
judges additional salaries, tec. *— — 

Disembodied militia *— — — 

Controverted elections —- — — 

Piixagc — — — — 



X- 

4 . 

d. 

— 

56729 

6 

5 

— 

145000 

0 

0 


201729 

6 

5 

— 

54754 

18 

H 

1804 - 


■ 

■ 

3225 

0 

O 

— 

6384 

9 

10:1 

— 

I ^836 

18 

H 

— 

33 lS 

7 

7 f 

— 

1 5743 

17 

4 l 

— 

200 

0 

0 

— 

562 

5 


— 

1 954 

12 

oi 

— 

3024 

O 

9 

— 

6 743 

*9 

8 

— 

88790 

ir 

Si 

— 

33913 

10 

1 1 

— 

U27 

[I 

4 

— 

2103 

4 

6 

— 

8147 

8 

5 f 


X- 


s. d. 

7 *1 


105724 4 


191772 9 i* 


444471 1 1 


{F. i.) An Account of the Amount of Bounties paid out of the Public Revenue, in the Year 
ending the 5th January 1804; being Payment's in the Nature and Anticipation of Exchequer 
Receipt. 


On Irish coarse linen and canvass exported — 
Fishing vessels — — — —* 

Com, &c. imported — — — 

Corn, tec. exported — — 

-Bark imported — — — 

Irish cured fish exported — — 

lush fish-oil exported — —• — 

Irish coals brought coastways to Dublin 


X' .. rf. 

13064 14 4 l 

5935 8 1 

481 1 2 

16771 3 

32 75 9 i 

303 19 1, 

57 1 6 4I 

2S 10 o 


40431 10 10 


,(F. z.) An Account of the Amount of Payments to the Militia, Army of Rf.skk.te, De¬ 
serters Warrants, &c.*&c. in the Year ending the 5th January 1804. 


-Militia payments — 

Army of reserve ditto 
v, ~ ’ ' grants — 

samen’s ditto 

fSitjoQ payments 


I 




£ d. 
373'8 1 3 
8252 10 9 
750 10 o 

37 9 6 

T70I I Ilf 









xiii] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—-Irel.— Ordnance — Forces—Ml sc. Services. [xir 

(G.) An Account of Monies paid to the Office of Ordnance, in the Year to the <th 

January 1S04. 


Payment? to the ordnance for the grant of 1803 


— — £.11306 7 4 4 i 


(H.) An Account of Monies paid on Account of His Maj fsty’s Forces in Ireland, in the 
Year ending the 5th January 1S04. • 

For Rpgiir>pms of the line — — — — — _ nfezit *8 I’l 

MUma _________ |4 6 | 

\ t'lunteer corps 1? 6 

Recimting and contingencies for the land forces — — _ 16959 jn i 0 2 

Military hospitals and medicaments — — — _ 17305 ie 5I 

Royal unliiaiy infirmary — — — — — _ ^648 ,5 


-1629280 13 0} 
297564 6 9 J 

3954?' 18 6 


Banacks — — — _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 

Staff’ offiem, and officers of gariisons -— — — _ _„ _ 

Half-pav office]and reduced chaplains — — — — _ _ _ 'oleic 

Officer, widows — — — _ — 601c 8 r 

Royal lKKl-i-al _ — — 42,89 1? 3 j 

Mustcr-mastcr-gencial, and other public officers, their deputies, clerks, and incidental expenses_ 68 66 it 6” 


JExtraordinarics — — — — _ 


2056005 ro 5J 
6 50000 o o 

2706005 10 5§ 


(I.) An Account, shewing the Payments in the Year ending the 5th January 1804, for 

Miscellaneous Services. 

To Stephen Moore, E'cj. accountant-genual, for his expense and trouble in pre- 
paupg the public accounts laid before Parliament session 1803 — — 

John Smart, Kcq. deputj-accountanr-gcneial, for the like — — — 

Sir John TyJd, Barr, for his attendance, care, and expense, in the office of pay¬ 
master of com hounnes — — — — ■— 

Paul Lc Bas, Emu examinator of corn bounties, for keeping the accounts of said 

Robert M trdrill, E r q inspector-genera! of impoits and exports, for lusexpense 
and trouble in preparing accounts of imports and exports foi Pailiamcnt, for 
one yeai ending the 5th January 1802 — — — — 

Roger Wcthcul, first clcik in the Inspcctoi-general of Jmpoits and Exports 
Office, fot exTa trouble in prepanng accounts foi Pailiamcnt — — 

George Hatton, examinatoi of excise, for extia trouble and expense in preparing 
accounts for Parliament — — — — — — 

Samuel Hood, assistant cxnminatoi of excise, for the like — — — 

Thomas Haffield, clerk jii the office of the Auditor of the Exchequer, for extra 
double in prepanng accounts for Parliament — — — 


The expetre of chil buildings in lieland, for one year to the 5th January 1803 ■ 
For priming .aid hauling 2 co copies tffi the acts of the 43d Geo IJI- —— 

F01 printing proclamation 1 , fee. in Dublin Gazette, and otbc r new.pipcrs — ■ 
For printing and statmnaiv fot s^vcia! public offices in Dublin Casrie — — 

For incidental ' xpri.ws r«f the Treasury Boaid — —- 

For apprehending public offenders in 1 rcland —— — — 

For criminal \ rosenuions and othet law proceedings — — — 

For expcn r e of pratique in the port of Dublin *— — — 

For wot king his Majesty’s gold-mine in the county of Wicklow — •— 

For printing 15 c>o copies of an index to the acts of the 39th and 40th of Geo. III. 
For building law offices — 

The Board of First Fi nits for building new and repaiiing old chinches — - 
For promoting and encouraging the linen and hempen manufacture 
The commissioners foi making wide and convenient streets in Dublin — ~ 

Thc corporation, for pacing, cleansing, and lighting, the streets of Dublin — 
The Dublin Society, for piomnting husbandry and other useful arts — 

More, towards completing additional building at their repository* &c, — 

The Farming Society — — — k 


■ £■ 

S9 

d. 

340 

0 

0 

24O 

0 

0 

800 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

O 

1 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

- 25OOO 

0 

0 

— 9OO 

0 

0 

- 7026 

9 

,0 i 

- 20410 

0 

0 

2000 

0 

0 

2 5OO 

0 

0 

2 0000 

0 

0 

IO47 

10 

2 

- 1784 

6 

6 

. - O 

0 

0 

4000 

0 

0 

- 5OOO 

0 

0 

21600 

0 

0 

- 4500 

0 

0 

IOOOO 

0 

0 

“ 55 P° 

0 

0 

0 

0 

&000 

0 

0 


£. 9 . d. 

258a o a 


84668 6 *6j 


Carried forward - 


53106 0 0 
- *40348 6 6{ 







r 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Ireland .—Vote cf Credit, —Balances, 

l' * f 


Brought forward — 

' The Incorporated Society for promoting Euglish Protestant Schools _ _ 

The Secretary to the Commissioners of Charitable Donations and Bequests 
The Penitentiary for young Criminals in Dublin — — — — 

The Foundling Hospital in Dublin — — — — 

The Hibernian Marine Society — —- — — — 

The Hibcman Military School — , — ^ — 

Wcstnic land Lock Hospital m Du blin — -— — — — 

The Fever Hospital, Dublin — — — — 

The Hoirc of Industry, Dublin — — — * — — — 

The Roman Catholic Seminary at Maynooth — — — — 

The ,V»cic -y for dr-countenancing Vice, and promoting the Knowledge and 

P^cticc of the Christian Religion — .— — — — 

The 'Female .Orphan House* nc^r Dublin — —■ — — — 

The LyiAg-in Hospital, Dublin ■— — — — —— — 


Civil contingcncicr- (per account of distribution thereof) 


£* * d - £• *• d - 
- 140343 6 6 l 
2.1062 16 2 

■ 400 o o 

2200 O O 
j 7 500 O O 
2043 14 9 

4500 o o 
6395 0 0 

5*5 9 J 
18765 5 1 

8000 o o 


TGOO O O 

978 12 O 
2700 O C 


£6oho 17 


226409 3 9-i 

— 47788 7 6 

274*97 I* 3 i 


(K.) An Account of the* Amount of Payments from the Vote of Credit, in the Year ending 

the 3th Januaiy 1804. 


Amount of payments from vote of credit (su account of distubution theieof) — 


£. 290807 10 11 


An Account of the Cash Bai.ances in the Hands of the Collectors of Excise and Customs re¬ 
spectively 5 Jan 1804; and the Amount thereof remaining in their Hands 14 Jan.—aa 
returned by the Clerk, of the Revenue to the Treasury of Ireland. 


Cash * Ian. 
1004. 

F.ilh with R^r. Gen 
14 Jan.. 1804. 

>»Act}u s from 5 to 14 
Jan. 1804, 

- Cash remaining 

14 Jan. 1804. 

Overpaid by Col¬ 
lectors 14 Jan. 1804 

Net Balance. 

£.187170 

£.110596 4 3 

£36418 8 "i 

•£•50444 5 4 

£.10288 17 9 

£.40155 7 7 


Cash balances in hands of Rcvenuc-colicctors 5 Jan. 1804, per Accountant-general's abstracts. — - 

Bills in. hands of Receiver-general 14 Jan. 1804 $ J^ cu ' nuc J- ro 7 * 9 ° ^ 

^ ~ ~ 1_ htamps — — 3410 j 

£,110600 h 

Acquittances from 5 to 14 Jan. 1804 — — — — — 36420 J 


Net cwh balances in hands of Revenue-col lectors 14 Jan. 1804 — — — — — 40 

N* B. Of the above l> il. there was, in hands of the Coll, m Dublin, 5 Jan. 1804 — £.5910 

And half Bank notes m hands of Receiver-gcnctal — — 6580 > 1249a 


Revenue — — 

Stamps paid to — — 

Poftage (Fost-olhce) — 


Remains 


Pioduce of Revenue, &c. Week ending 5 Jan. 3804 : 

f Rcceivers-eeneral — — — — X.53^ 0 


f Rcceivers-general — 
f Rcvcnue-tollcctors — 


£.5380 1 

2160 > 


£.53650 

754 ° 
— 1610 
£.62800 


Arrears of revc uc rhe 5th January 1804 ‘ — — — — — — £.341060 

* • _ 


Pr'xiuce ol rcypnue from 2 J.n?i8o: to 1 Jan. rfog —>■ — —* —- — —- £*384887° 

tiom 1 jjjin. 1803 to 5 Jap. 1804 — —■' — — —- — 3419630 

% D*£iewe to 5 Jan. 1804 — — £^914° 
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v, and Issues, ■ t x * 

An Abstract o£ tbe Receipt* and Issues of the Treasury in Ireland, in One 

' 1 1 AW " Y* , ^ 


'Vfj ■ on 

gthianuary i€oj. 


t^ fum *- ** — f.*9*9 u 

I , rta^ navigation -r — — 1997^0 

US J lowing pubUn -7- . — — 1918 4 

< g-g j Rinifsinns -r* 77 — — * **$° 0 

% I Ro® Exchange and commercial buildings 379 6 
*«5 LVoInnwy wntdhnttw ■-*- — 14°^ 1 

JSohsoVidated fund ** ' **• — — — 



WMfc rents > /‘Hiv,,. ’ **■ ■ -*• 1 — — — — 

'<J*Kpalti«s -*r pw — — — — — 

Dismissed collectors — «•* — • — — —- — 

•- Stamps ***** r-r’ ■“— t* 

Compensation from bankers in lieu of stamp duties — — — 

Postage *-•**,—• * — — — ' —- — "7 — 

Duty oiv wrought plate — —* — — _ — 

Putyic coal-yards —*■ —* — — > — — — — 

Wool licenses 1 — — — — — — ^ . — 

4;, taxon salaries and pensions, to the «5thMarch 1801 — — 

Poundage ^ee in one year, to the 5th Ian* 1804 — — — 

Pells fee *.+ - **, - same time —* — — — — 

Fiipm the com, of the navy in 0 . Britain, pn acc. of adv. made by several 
coll, in Ireland, for teamen’s images, dto8a/. 15?. 10/. British — 
From sundry persons, on further account of rice, Indian com, &c. sold for 
account of Government *r- 1 <* • *— — ’— — 

From the commissioner* of"wide streets, interest on 38985/. 19^ Id. in 
debentures at 5/.‘Jfor cent, pfer annum for one year and a half, to the 25th 
March 1803, issued to them pursuant tb an act of Parliament, 1800 
More interest on 60*3/ 6 *. 8c/; in Exchequer bills, at 5/, per cent, per annum, 
for one year and a quarter, to- the *$*h March 1803, issued to them 
pursuant to act ot Parliament, session'? $ep , — — — 

From the Barrack-maeter-general, the amount of the sale of the building 
*nd materials of the bar rack.at Ca*tlereagb, sold by auction by order of 
Government, in December 180a 1 *—- — — — — 

From the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, for the pur¬ 
chase of the late Parliament Hbuse — — — — — 

Gain by exchange on sums received from Great Britain — 

From Great Britain* being one third of tbC: profit on lotteries for the year 
1803, 117444/80M/. British — —■ — — — 

From Great Britain; a loan of aoooooo/. British, by which a debt is created 
> of 3000000/. British, making 3486666/. ijx. 4^. Irish, at 3 per cent, per 
annum, from sundry,dates . — — — — ■*- — 

On debentures at 4/. per cent per annum, from the 30th May 1801, issued, 
to the Barrow navigation, pursuant to act of Parliament, session 1789’ 

0 b debentures at 5/, per cent, per annum, from I he iGth December 1802, 

. issued to the Royal Canal Company, to complete *5000/. granted 1798 
On Exchequer bills* at *A per ecftt* per annum, from the 24th June 1803, 
and payable on or -before 24th June 1804, issued by virtue of an act of the 
late Irish Pariiament* bf session 1800, granting 1410000/. to be raised 
for compensation for losses by the Union — — — — 

On Exchequer bills,; at 5/. per cent per annum, from 24th June 1803, and 
payable on or before 24th June 1804, issued by virtue of an act ©f rhe late 
Irish Parliament, granting 500000/. for inland navigations 
Ob Exchequer bill*, at 5/. per cent, per ann. frortj 24th June 1803, and pay¬ 
able »4th JuniS J804* issued to renew a tike sum in possession of the BmA 
On Exchequer bffltr, at per cent, per ann. fiom 24th July 1803, * dnfi pay¬ 
able 24th July 2 804, issued to renew a like sum in possession of the Bank 
Qr\ Exchequer 5/.' per cent, per annum, from 1st August 1803, and 

. pa^bie 31st July 1&04, pursuant to 4yd Gc%IlI. cap. 114 • — 


2538145 8 9 

91 13 31J 
2303 I5 11 
150 o o 
182227 9 3J 

3*9 19 o 
25318 9 81 

2078 19 9 

39^5 o o 
1404 o o 
40 2 6 

35 6 < J$ 6 9 i 
7*39 1 *i 

66173 o 6 
5*73 4 


2923 19 o 


376 9 2 


29 o 3i 

40000 o o 
62324 19 6 

127231 9 8 


— 2166666 13 4 


400 o o 


I 1000 o o 


300000 o o 


200000 o O 


600000 o o 


100000 o o 


folgan /-*•' — — 

King’s inns ^ **** .7 **»-. • —- 

Koyal Exchange|md commercial biaidtogs 
Fish bounty -- w < — 

Prcsbjtcrianministers — ' •«« 


Gland total 
i 


— *00000 o o 

697,>874 2 I cj 

— 997 10 o 

.— 10661 6 6 

— 1500 o o 

—. 1586 18 o 

— 6500 o o 

—- 44*2 8 9 

25698 3*~3 

* ** 0 H°4° 4 7 
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Year, from 5th January 1803 to the jth January 1804: together with the Remains, 


C/5 ^ 
C/3 




Civil list — —. — mmm' 

f Public infirmaries — — __ _ 

Public coal-yards — — ^ 

Army baggage — — — 

Lottery expenses — — — —. 

Police establishment — !1 — — -*4 

‘nspector-gcneral of prisons — — 

Transportation of felons —. —* — 

Fees on auditing Treasury accounts —* 

Imprest office — — — — 

Secret service in detecting treasonable conspiracies 
Annuities and compensation allowances — 
Judges additional salaries, &o. — — 

Disembodied militia — — — — 

Controverted elections —• — — 

Prizage — — « »«, 

Army, including garrisons and their incidents 
General officers and medical staff —* — 

Muster-master-general, &c. — — 

Recruiting and contingencies —■ — 

riait-pay officcj s and reduced chaplains — 
Officers widows —. — — —- 

Ordnance — — — — — # 

Barrack department -— —* ' —. 

Royal hospital — —- — — 

Military hospitals and royal military infirmary 
Militia — — — — —. 

Volunteer corps — —. — — 

A1 my extiaordinaries — —* — 

^ Vote of credit — — — —• 

f Public offices, for several services — 

*rt £ | Public hospitals and schools — — 

c = <( Miscellaneous services — •— —- 

< 5 I Public boards — — — — 

LCivil contingencies —» — —* 

Discount on prompt payment of loan deposits, &c. 

Relief of loyalists — — — —* —■ 

Compensation for losses by the Union — — 

Inland navigations, grant of session 1789 — 

Ditto - - - - grant of session 1798 — 

Ditto - - - - grant of session 1800 — 

Lottery prizes — — — — — 

Piincipal of Exchequer bills *— — — 

Principal of loan debentures — — — 

Interest, annuities, and management of funded debt 
Sinking fund and management — ' w - — - 

Interest on Exchequer bills *— *— — 1 ** 


Lagan navigation — — — 

Improving Dublin — — —■ 

g -1 King’s inns — — — _ — 

| Royal Exchange and commercial buildings 
I Voluntary conttibutions — — 

LFish bounty — — — ““ 


V* 


p 3 

a. 


Remains 


on 


5th January 1804. 






■ 


1 4 * i ** 

• 


> ^ * • 

• 


3 **5 

0 

0 

*..6384 

9 *°iL 

*5836 

18 

*i 

3815 

7 

7 i 

15743 

17 

4i 

200 

0 

O 

5 ** 

5 

IO f 

1954 I* 

91 

3014 

0 

9 

*743 19 

8 

88790 

1 

5 * 

33913 

10 

11 

1227 

it 

4 

2t03 

4 

6 

8247 

8 

Si 

933280 

7 

9i 

3 > 8+3 

19 

0 

68 66 

11 

6 

16959 19 104 

34545 

12 

7f 

6015' 

8 

8 

** 3»®7 

4 

44 

*97 5*4 

5 

si 

42X89 

'9 

3 i 

*9954 

n 

Hi 

49435 * 

6 

3i 

“ 7*433 

6 

8 

. 650000 

0 

0 

j 290807 to 

11 

1 25 80 


0 

84 o 6 o i? 

3 

84668 

6 

«f 

53'ioo 

0 

0 

47788 

7 

6 

9749 

10478 

4 

3 

5 

i* 

398*34 

12 

8* 

400 

0 

0 

11000 

0 

0 

52323 

II 

10* 

1305 

0 

0 

1x17023 

6 

8 

400 

0 

. 0 

1671724 j 7 

84 

4*5»*3 

H 

0* 

” 53122 

12 

15$# *3 

*§ 

1997 

10 

0 

104831 

z 

*4 

269a 

0 

0 

1966 

4 

l i 

itS 

0 

0 

1 1** 14 

-21 



"Linen — — 

£- 11*1 0 

> 1 

TJ 

Lagan navigation 

997 10 

0 

5 ^ 

Improv.ng Dublin 
King's inns —■ 

2096*10 

0 

*— 

1500 0 

0 f 

<03 

Voluntary contributions 

13901 1 

4 f 

l ®- Fish bounty — 

I ^ l_Pichbyterian ministers 
l Consolidated fund^ •— 

.5?s* S 

445 * 8 

• • 

*4 

9 J 


H*»74 7 

1057*4 4 


• 3 * < 

it 
* 1 




Wn*. 9 if 


3219880 5 <9 


27+197 it 3t 


3757975 3 6 


7690514 1 8§, 


<9 3,4 


7|iw6j 

: % 


300931 IS ti 


f 

*$3$77 


3 7 | ] 


5 


3*397$ t 


. 4 I* 



TAtU *eoOOWT»— t ” 1 ' 

a. a. «.*■ ».»«! »jstaaa^i£d?fta2 


PiyiUe in OUBLIK • 


Payable in 


Bpvlnt A** eitwad. 


t/. ptrCent. 3/ percent. %!■ Y* Cen*'- 
»/, 1^1. 4/. per P** per Ann. Consol. Ann. Red. Ann. 

per Cent* Cent. per Cent, per British Cur- (Bririih Cur- (British Car¬ 
per Ann* Ann* Ann. ttney). rency). rency;* 


13 Cen. In. 


500000 — 

110060O — 


1770251 


600000 

500000 


1875000 7500CO 
3000000 1000000 
3 7 30000 1500000 
zz 00000 940000 
3125000 126875® 

I3OOOOO IlOCOOO 
1600000 1600000 


3114&65* 


1900000 . 

Irish I Irish 
Currency: j Currency: | Currei>cy 

- o — I - O -* -..^5 

























PAUL. Qfetf 


'*:*<distinguishing U ’ e » Y “ rS - *** wl> i ch p *r»-(hereof. w« crea^^ digtinsuisbin& *1*0. 
of* the* said Debt'* 1 ^ ^ nnu,Ilts » ***& (he several Portions thereof< payable inJLooiion #nSd 


LONDON 


3/. per Cent. 
Consol. Ann. 
to commence 
from 5 Tan. 
1808 

(British Cur.). 


\n '".JiKwdE 



4/. per Cent. 
Consol. Ann. 
(British Cur.). 


* Annuities Charge, 

Annual on Lives of 

Interest, or Terms Manage* 

of Year* nwnEt. 



1862 . 

1469 

2°93 
1209 
695! I 1638 


Annual Charge for Redemption 
;M National Debt. 



139250 300000 

Irish Irish 

Currency : Currency: 

150834 325000 

150854 
8946979 
18254166 
1058355 
10220919 
174600 
2888472 

January 1804 >— ^430*93*5 



30000 — *.. 

15000 *i8tt$ 


1551077 1:36376 16398 


«*■ Management on so much of the debt payable faDttWf* 
as has been converted into stock, transferable at the Bank ot • 
Ireland. The remainder is ntt chargeable With manage¬ 
ment. • 
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[xxvlii 


An Account of the Unfunded DeBTof Ireland, and Demands outstanding, on the 5th 
* January 1894; under the Heads of Loan Debentures, Exchequer Bills, Lottery Prizes, 
- and Loan from Great Britain for paying the Prizes of the Irish Lotteries of 1801 : dis¬ 
tinguishing under each Head respectively, the Particulars of which such Debt or Demand 
%l«i$isted, and also what Part of the said Debt or Demand was then provided for, and 111 
Defeat Manner* and what Part thereof was unprovided for, 

f ___ 


Loan Debentures7 

Residue of the debentures bearing 4/* per 
cent, interest to the year iy§8, pro¬ 
vided for by ay and 28 Geo. Ijtl. but 
mt claimed by the proprietors; viz. 

Old loan ... 

Loan by lottery 1780 
Loan by lotteajr 1781 

Exchequer \Bills: 

* * 

Outstanding Excheoue^Mlla, provided for 
tjr several acts of Parliament^ but not 
claimed by the proprietors* viz. 

liable a 4 June 
04 June 
*4 Tune 
*4 June 

* S W 

34 June 
*5 March 1802 
24 June - iSoa 
* 2.5 March 1803 

fZxticqver Bills mt in Course of Payment till 
after January 1804. 

3?Geo. HI. payable 25 March 1806 ( b ) 
40Geo. III. payable 24 June 1804 ( c ) 
40Oeo.UL payable 24 [uly 1804 ( c ) 
40 Geo* TIL payable 24 June 1804 - 
40 Geo. Ill payable 24 June 1804 - 
43 Ceo. II 1 . payable 31 July 1804 .* 


£. 


d. 


8 

5 ° 

too 

300 

400 

*5° 

100 

1 jo 
12750 


30000 o 
600000 o 
IOOOOo o 

400000 o 
[200000 # 
500000 O 


£. 


s. a 


275 o o 
1250 o o 
750 o o 


(*)r40o8 6 8 


1730000 o o 


Lott try P t izes : 

Oofcttattdtng lottery prizes of the several lotteries, from the vear 1782 to 
die year tSot - - - - -'-(*) 

Loan from Great Britain, for paying the prizes of the In jh lotteries of 1801 

' * Total - 


csf?« /» a* 


(O2275 o o 


1744008 6 8 


28676 o o 
290000 o o 


2073959 6 8 


(•) Provirion has been made for these sums bv several acts of Parliament. 

0 ) To bfe provided for ly the Grand Caihl Company, to whom they were issued. 

0 ) Havtiffeen for some yeais past replaced from year toyeaf by other Exchequer bills 
to a similar amount •, 

The remaining sums to be provided for. 



$»*] 
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5oeoo o o 


*x»] . Ik ,& 

-An Account, »he<vjng how the Monjki granted fdr the Service of the Year 18*3,for Ireland, 
* . have been disposed of, Muted ill Irilh Currency. 

. . ... M . i.t_,__ 


Sum* gristed. I Sums pud. I Remains. 


£, a. d. £. a. i. 

91I*8o 7 9} 66711 15 10J 
18059 19 10} 84159 16 0$ 
3 l« 4 | »9 o 11 9 9 

MM 11 4 49* 19 4 

34 J 45 u 7 i 3170* 19- if 

8015 8 8 484 11 4 

* 7*431 88 

♦97584 ,8 9# 8 to oj 

>9954 n uf 45 8 04 

4*189 19 3* <914 1 1 

49435« 8 3J 35118 6 1 

0 50000 o o 

*90807 *0 11 *50859 * 5 

4 4 i 

140 o o 
*40 0 o 
$00 o o 
*00 o o 
*50 o o 

1*0 O 0 

*00 0 o 
*50 o o 


*5000 o o 
900 o 0 
70*6 9 loj 
*0410 o o 
*000 o o 
*500 o o 
*0000 # o o 
*047 to * 

1784 6 6 

- 31* 10 9 

4000 O o 



T 

tue'mvrf *lb 


*m $ 

6 

51410 

0 

«Q*0* 0 

0 


5$ 

$000 0 

0 

*?<S©0 0 

0 

4500 0 

0 

*0000 0 

0 

H» <* 

0 

4500 0 

0 

*000 0 

0 

0$* *6 

* 

* *400 0 

0 

*100 0 

0 

17500 0 

0 

4045 *4 

0 

4500 0 

0 

6395 0 

0 

5*5 9 

3 

18765 5 

* 

oOOC 0 

0 

1000 0 

0 1 

97 * ** 

0 j 

2700 0 

-1 

J? 373!>8 1* 

0 

386150 ( C f 

0 

4363646 »* 

0 


£000 O o 

2106* 16 * 

400 O o 
2100 O O 

*7500 0 o 
*043 H 9 
4500 0 o 
$195 p O 

J'J * 3 

18765 5 i 
8000 0 o 
1000 0 0 
97$ 1* o | 
*700 o o 
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PARL; ACCOUNTS.— Great HRiTAi$t.-rjPat»w, 


Names, 


Pensions 
jper Annum. 


Lloyd, A an, spinster — ... 

Lennox, Alexander —. 

Lake, Ann — __ 

Lind, Uetitia _ f * .. 

Mayor, John «*. 

Master, M 4 ty —. w* 

Morrison, Mary —_ ^ 

Macdonald, Roderick _ . , 

Mein, John — —. 

Mncie.m, Col. AUen, in trust for Mi* 
Hawkins’* children 
Mach ft 4 , Charlotte 
Nict-indes, Steph.mus —. 

Otway, IVRUora —• 

Perch, Mary *— —- 

Pjrard, Franci* *«• 

Plant®, Joseph „ 

R i< hmond, Robert 
Kainus, George •• 

Rcahe, Elizabeth — 

Speer, William — 

Speed, Mary Ann SU. 

StoneHewer, Richard 
Smith, Frances, Riabrrfond 
Villion, Elizabeth -— 

Vacchini, John —* 

Worsen, Eliwbeth —■ 

Whitefoord, Caleb — ^ 

William*, Lieut. William 
Watkins, John 


£. t. 
50 © 

loo 
So 

J° 

C50 
5o 
300 
iS>i8 
200 o 


Alms-house at Hanover — 

Gibson, George — 

Pensions to the late Princess of Wales'* Servants, 
Budge, William —. — 

Brett, William — 

Bowl by, Lady Mary 
Bulley, John — 4** 

Cadman, Richard —— «•* 

Cameron, Dougald — — 

Dalton, Thomas — <— 

Duval, Philip — — 

Davies, Jane — 

E'-clyn, Augusta (now Mrs, Jenkins) 

Egerton, Uliana Margaret 
Egcrton, Mary — — 

Griffiths, John — — 

Ditto — — , —* 

Hcineker, D. (now Mrs. Munro) •*» 

Harris, John — **+ 

Hutchinson, Thomas —* 

Hamilton, P. (now Lady Fust) «— 

Irby, A. G. E. (now Lady Walsin^hamJ 37a to o 
Jackson, Jane —- — *“ ~ 

Love, Richard —** *** 

Ludby, Edward, for Edward Godfrey 
Maitland, Hon. Alexander — 

Muller, Christopher w — 

Newton, Sarah — — 


50 0 

0 

25 0 

0 

80 © 

0 

100 © 

© 

Bo © 

0 

56 <y 

0 

*20 © 

o< 

40 © 

0 

200 O 

0 

5° to 

0 

too 0 

0 

so© © 

© 

■ 600 0 

0 

25 0 

0 

too © 

0 

30 0 

0 

ZO 0 

0 

200 0 

0 

IOQ 0 

0 

' *5^ / 0 

0 



> 3 

s 

too b 

0 

p^i Servants. 

*9 J- 

6 

«o 0 

0 

185 © 

0 

to© © 

0 

1 5 ^ ** 

0 

" 39 ' ^ 

0 

30 © 

0 

4 ijt> 0 

0 

10 0* 

0 

4 f% 0 

0 

372 to 

0 

131 *0 

0 

200 O 

0 

too 0 

© 

Ut *3 

0 

42 *3 

0 

39 0 

© , 

31 to 

0 

372 to 

0 

* 45 

0 

3 0 

0 

to 0 

0, 

209 0 


25 * 

© 

,50 0 



v Namev 

Neville, Catharine 
Ntcholal, Christopher — 

Paschal 1, Ann Elizabeth — 
Ramus, Ctiartes JL 

Ru>hton, Henry — 

R ushum, J aroes — 

ft icao, George —* 

Ditto — — 

Scott, William “ “ — 

Schawer, John —. 

Scotty Henrietta ~— 

Thomas, Charles Nassau 
Vinty, Wnte —+ 

White, Peggy * — 

>V attjr, William ' — 

Ditto * t ■— 

Ditto , ^ 



Pension* 


per Annum. 


£. 

r.* <4 

— 

V* 

10 0 


l 7i 

ro 0 


Zl 

O o 1 

—• 

il 

10 Of 

■*— 

S z 

14 6 

— 

t 9 

9 <5 

— 

50 

0 0 

— 

too 

0 0 

J 

475 

0 0 


39 

Q O 

*— 

12 

ti o, 

— - 

* 3 < 

*a 0 

— 

42 

<5 0 


t 

IX 6 


300 

0 0 

-1- 

8© 

0 0 

— 

8o ( 

0 © 


Pension* $j Sign Manual . 
Names. 


Pension 
per Ann# 
£« *#•" 


300 o 


40© 

6 5 


*7 s 

*7 

zoo 


o 

o 


w Date of 
Sign Manual. 

20 July t?93x Ant|pws£d, and ConnsTmt- 
ter, in trust for Eleanor MaL 
** * leson r ~~ 

Ditto Arnold B, and T. Mon icon, 

E*p. ip trust foi? fei. S. 

* Anold, J. R. Arnuldy So* 
phi a Matilda Arnold, and 
G* Arnold, 1004 cwh 
ao Jan, <795, Allen, Frances Arm — 
l JV£C ibo3s Abbot Ht Hop. C. and 3 \ f. 

Theiiuson, in tt ust for Elca- 
, . n# M^tieiaine Wickham 

%6 July 1783, jaolUnd, Qyashey , 

4 May. dwa Brook shank, Ann — 

9 Fein 1785* Barnes L a »d J. White, in 
trust tor Theoddra Rose * 1 
ir Dec. *786, Browne, Charlotte — 

,D|tto ,, Bremer^ AniS —• J 

14 M.ar. x 78 7* Bates, Amt — • 

% July Butler, Eleanor — — 

4&^ <789, Beaoclcrh^Henrietta _ — 

Ditto Beiiudcrk jChar lot tc ' — 

> Ditto BcAudcrJ;* Man ha — 

6 Nov. 1792, Bui ter, 'Lady Elinor — 

<3 Mar. xim* Bu*®hail, Gjarge — 

to 1794*, Burke, Rr.^Ion* E Rcpres. pf, 

during,life of Mrs, j£wk$\ 1200 o . 
»4 Feb. 1795, Bunhury,, Hemy r~»;' 500 o 

9 July ditto, > EMfhthv — 50 0 

9 July 1795, well XL and R* Hcnder«n> 

, in trust, for tht 6 chUdrea of ' « 

j. fy^owffet-d ,, 1 — . , 55 otM 

' 1 July <7p6» SurrgwT Sir , Mloo <fr r , 

tl July Bracks, Lfoia *«*!•■ 1 * 4 , loo "O' - 

4 Got Byrwi, Catherine Gordon 300 i, 

9 May 18<*P# Beaix-mfL Clare Sc Geo^c , 200 1 'o'. $j 

?4 JuneU w 783 r Chr»«in, Amt , >4l’ 

Apr; X794*.Pitta---. A -r•• v ■ ’ -* • 

^ * ■ . 1 '>1. * ■ ! \?j 

s This pension wm granted in consideration of OtoW Hose> 8^w\*k»ti»g ttslintpittW the yearly of, 400/.* ^ 
nett, granted » him ft **«» Urd«* ^ - , IV ^ ^ 

Vol. II,— Affttndix* 


300 
106 

5? ifi . 
st 

* 5° o 

‘lOO Q 

ifi>o *0 , 
too © ; 
100 o 
300 © * 




Names. 


Date of 
Sign Manual, 

27 June 1789, Colleton, Lory Cordelia 


%q to ditto, Cooke, Puvfrbvpe Ann —• 

Ditto Cooke, Dim — *— 

Ditto Cooke, Mam — — 

Ditto C3II Sir J. and J Rohei ts, Esq 
in trust for Saiah Bates 

{ uly 7794, Cumbeihmd, Lady Albinia 
an. 1 79 e;, C^ulson, Mary, widow —- 


.’■* J u 

jai 


Pension \ 

per Ann. | 


j 


0 

.66 13 

4 

130 

0 


0 

*75 

0 

5 ©o 

0 

400 

0 

35 

r 

0 

120© 

0 

i 5°° 

0 

*' S®o 

0 


Lady Augusta Muriay 

16 Ot. 1 79S, Catbcarr, £lnt Barones 


Cranston 

11 Jan. tSoa, Cabell, Marth j, B. S. Jones, 
and W. Cabell, tn mist for 
Mary Cabell, Ann Ehfc. Ca¬ 
bell, T. S. Cabell, and R. 

,i D Cabell, 5 <s7 . each 200 

? Dre 1802, Cunynham, Lt Col, Francis *5$,, 
jo Mai. 1803, Clare, Dowager Lady — rooo ^ 

1 1 Dc. 1^03, Currie 1 . R. Raikes, and S. * 

* Lawford, nSV’ist for Dame 

El 12 ,. Maria Sheene — 43© 

£0 July 1793> Davy, Elizabeth — 32 1 

2 Miy 1798, Davies, Maty — — 16 

7 Oci. 1000, D'lvernois, Sir Francis too 

ioMu, 1803, Digby, Rev. VV. it> mis? for 
Lucia Cary Gratteo, Caro- 
Ime Ca;y Graften, and Fran¬ 
ces Cary Gratteo, 40/. each iso 

9 P<.e 1789, Flliot, Mary — r — 69 

2^ Jun»* 1790, Elphmstone, Eli*. and Keith 

Elphinstone, daughters of 
late Lflfdy EtphiArone 30D 

10 Nov. r 794, Ewart, Eli?, widow — 645 

Dirro Ditto, tn trust for J. Ev>ait .12 j 

Ditto Di to, in tiust foi Eliz Ewart - xsr 

Ditto' Ditto, in trust for Maty Ewart I z 1 

29 M ir. j 79*r, Edgcombe, Peggy — t<>6 

11 |n!y ditto, Er.kmc, Mary Hemima 402 

14 Qa. 1801, Ernest, Dorothy, widow 150 

Ditto Ernest, Charlotte, sfuntfer , 50 

21 Mav 1793* Folgcr, T. and his wife 196 

20 Jui> ditto, Fordyce J. and W. Fullarton, 

Esqit. in tnust for G- H. ^ 


1 Sep. 1793, 


J* 1 : 


0 ; tto 


„ ,,f , Name*. 

Sign ManU.u. 

Ii Dec. 1786, Hvdam, Saiah Ann ~~ 

29 June 1787, Hamilton, Dame C iS&indra 
27 June 1789, Ho’dsworth, Elizabeth — 

7 Mav 1700, Hamilton, Mary —* 

J tali fax R. rind Catharine Ha¬ 
lifax, widow, in trust for 
Get t rude* Chailottc, Mari¬ 
anne, Caroline, Cachet 
and Elizabeth llalihiA, 6 'J. 
per ann. each -~* 

I794, Habart H leptesent. of, and 
R. Cumberland, E q and 
the’ rurvivor of them, in 
trust for Eh z. Margaret 
Cumberland — 

Ditto, in tiust for Albima 
Elm. Cumberland — 

il Dec. 1795 j Holhngswoith J. and A. W<> 1 - 
lingsworth, in tiust for Si- 
rah Adams —*** — 

a8 Sep. 1796, Hom, Su John — — 

19 July 1797, Hyde, Rev. C. H. — 

10 June 1799, Howell, Anne — — 

29 May 1S00, Herefoid, Lnrd*an 4 Lady, and 

the sum *01 of than — 

14 Mai. f$oi, Hcwgill, Elisabeth — 

17 Mav ditto, Husknson, William — 

30 Nov. 1802, Beattyote, Antonictt, v. idnw 

1 Jgne 1803, I 111), lion. Anne, widow 

2 July *788, Johnstone, P borah Clm!"trc 

(now Nugent) ~ — 

7 Oct. t8oo, Jarehnc, Chumnc *~ 

# l July jSoJ, Jennings, Robot, duiing the 
life of bis ton — — 

Ditto Jennings, Ann — — 

41 Apt. r 700, Kyte, Loretta Maim, widow 

1 Apr 178S, Lloyd, Arm, spmfttr — 

4 Feb. 1792, Lock man, Arabella Pmnrlira 

2 M iy 179% Lewhcllm, Ann 
24 Oct. ditto, ‘Lcnipncre J. auJIJiz. F . n 1 .’- 

rell his with, VAei.dL and 
* r m erosive! V — 

14 Aug 1 :qq, Leslie Lotd — — 

7 Oil. 18 if, Liv nyston, Edmund - — 

4 May j8: t, LWu, John * — 

29 Api. 178^ M'>i <.n n, ‘hr tun h 


Pl usion 
j ei Ami. 

Ji. w 

3 ^ 1 4 

100 u 
300 tJ 
80 V, 


360 


3-0 

1 

50 

16 

900 

mo 

1200 

3^0 

13^ 


t? 5 

H15 
3*5 
i m 

s^ 


.— 1 1 


2 ' O 

5 no 


? f r. 


Got don — 

_ 

2 00 

; 

[ ipKov. dm® Maclf.it>, Jirtt 

I.,' c 

6 Sep. diito, Fawkcner, William 

. — 

3 <:,g 

A 

'28 8tp. 7786, Mine lean, J u,c - — 

I ro ' 

i, (\t. ditto. Franci r , Fiances 


V>0 

O 

7 Aug. Mo\ 1 c, I iked 1 u \ M >v 

1 J » 

Duty Fianuy. Elizabeth 


bo 

C 

tj’Nov. i: i\ f j Mac'Hm, R n A. and ll'i- 


Dirro Flint, Arm, widow 

— * 

66 

O 

lie ti Ann M n lain 

1(0 > > 

lu* n Dimr, in trust fqr the 2 

. oj her 8 fhildicA 

eldest 

66 

O 

6 0 *.t. J79?, Morlam*, W. fm" tlw h^ of 
Harriet hepu-ul — 


) : Mar 1 8oT/l-ir2yetald, Lord Robert 


t^co 

0 

20 July 1793, Miles, W 1 11 1 mtj Aolu tu r 

7' J » 

ao Mat. ibcF hfusicr, John ^— 

— 

68 

O 

2Q Jan. 1 794, Morlcy, Jane, wuFuv - 

*? ,J 

D.ttu Fiascr, CaptJPercy 

Ditto Fviucotibcigj visoounr 

—* 1 

y'Q 

0 

2 Sep. 17^7, Nfordaunr, 1 uly Maty — 

400 n 

— 

a go 

0 

13 Jan. 1798, Mudge, Thonia. — 

I 30 O 


|un 

.\ i 


; *T. 

X: 


1 789,Greerne, Maty — 

t ;/s,i, CilLert Ltienoe, Clerk: •— 

,? 1; ^9, Goddard* C. Esa. toU wholly 
01 piopotrioiutelr smpoidrd, 
agauhlv to © ammuit of 
cehe may,hold 

y ijSurt Ha*i, aid Sir 

M‘Donald, in ti lA f< r Cet>r 
tiude PhUlipjnv/d? Kui/.- 
teben ^ 


too 

100 


? 5 o 


330 #1 


t< t8oT, Giccn, Eli/, wiiuv» J\ - • 
v.alttt >, Gray, Margjnet, a aw ‘i 1 
Gr *y» An.ie M .in 




o 

Z 30 O 

uo^ o 


Feb. ditto,* Maclaine, II unit \nr.c -- 
IT June 1800, Maclaine, C. A. hq. 

6 Oct ditto, Montfoit, Dud 
9 Ckr. ditto, Mailer du Pan, Mrs. T. — 
14 O^r. ditto, MauiKe, "J hum 1 , Jcik 
20 Oct. ditto, Mimdiv. Rev. Rob. 

24 Oct. ditto, Mordunit, Lady M. — 

f9 (an. 18 .ji, MitchtU, K'\. W- — 

' 12 Mar: diMo, PUh't, Ct n, widow 

I ZO Oct I Xo2 f M 1! l'i| It) Vihs, J’.d. — 

fl^iVTar 1 S',3, Mm jdv,, Arrh it — 

1 Aid IT. (.ddi'i 

lii.ru — 


?<<o 

130 

(u 10 

roo 

3, HJ 

< } n 


D.\ti Moniftut, 1 61 

I Junt i8c^, Morti 1^ H din 


mil) 



■'■3 


lui] 


PARL.:AQCOUNT3,-~Ghi4t Britaiw.—P^W. 


[lfc 


Date of 
Sign Manual. 

3 Dec. 


Names, 


Pension 
per Ann. 
& t. 


385 
■770 
100 
*50 
* 5 ° 


— — 37 10 


40a o 
670 o 
3 7 10 

27 JO 
zy 
2 7 
5 ° 

130 


Date of Patent. 


Names.. 


1803j Murj iy, Ch. Ann, commonly 
t.ilVd Lndy Gtoigc Murray 

3 Feb. 1804* M'Donald, Thomas — .— 

ay June 178';, Noel, Mam — _ 

1 Oct. 17y9> Nott, Cluilotie G. Augusta 

Ditto Noll, Augusta — — 

ao July 1793, O .boru Sir G and J. Ley, Esq. 

in Uust for Jane Wuxball 
24 D^c. 1782, Poole, Sir Fcidmando — -~. 

21 June 1786, Pieison, Saiah — 4— 

Ditto Pinson, Frances — — 

Ditto Pier Sop, Mary 

Ditto Piei son, Diana Ann—- 

% July 1788, Pumonby, Sawh — 4 —- 

34 Mai l$oi, Pic:son, llcv. Thomas — 

6 July 1803, Poillaud, Duke of, m trust for 
Joiepha Eh* il»c*h, and Char¬ 
lotte Sabina By ion de Gon- • 
tmt — — — 194 

24 Dec. 1 782, Rowe, Sukey — — 370 

4 M11. 1783, Raiivdtn, Ficchcville — 300 

77 ] me 17*17, Ritso, Louisa — — *50 

cj Oct 1793, Robmson, C. Gcrtiudc — 609 
z t Apt 1794, Rncis, James -— * *-* 446 
17 Nov 1797, Ro'jSi J-imcs Tyrrell — — 250- 

7,1 Nov iSci, Routii, Abigail — —- 100 

May 17^13, bmrsdalc, LokI ■ ->— — 1200 

July 1790, Sunthus Chi istofjvsr —* -— 100 

. u Sipt. 1 79 3 ^ Snevd, F.lwabeib * — *— 336 

zo Jan. 1794* Su'tuu, Captain Fvclvn — 250 

17 Apr 170O, Suhon r. M., G. Downing, 

and M. Btvchcroft, lis^rs, 
in tru't fur M. Afcn Henries 300 
Ditto Do. in trutt for 1 . Main Merries 1 qo 

Ditto Do. ic trust fof Catb. MtnLs 150 

Do. m trirjt for juh , M. Hei nes 1 no 
i6Q<t iSoo, Bwinburr, Maiy — — 00 

14 Mar. 18.-, i, Sn'eg'-l, Van dc Dtgna, Joanna 500 
4 Mar ui.ro, Smitn, Ann — — 59 

1 J 1 me 1803, Stephenson, Hon. Jane — 130 

Ditto Ti itt, o’.e*town, Ann Baroness 

Dowager — — — 200 O 

1 Feb. j Soi, Vdhyis Rt. Hun Jq. ardW.rp- 

H ** ** in frust for L*dy 

Louisa Paj;ct —* — 300 o 

2 July 17S8, Woodcock, E* in trust for Lady 

NT. Fordyce, rcpicsentaf. of 150 o 
4 Scpr. 1789, Williams, M^y —• —■» lob o 

7 Sept, ditto, Wir-hrson, J. and tbercpics. of 

T v X3ihbon*» ^ uust for 
« Dame M. J Pcriot — 

t; N<*v. 1790, Willifj Thomas Clerk — 

20 July 1 7v3i V/htrcfboidj Caleb — *— 

2 7 July 1794, WaUingham, Ld. in tiust for 

G. and T. de-Gray, and sur- 
1 ivor — — —* 

i c; Sept. ditt°, Webster, W- hie wife and surv. 

22 Aug. jygS, Woodfnd, S’trR. Baronet —~ 

21 Dec. ditto, Wilson, Dr James— — 

23 Oct. i&< I, Waller, Robert — ^ — 

ic Mar 1^3, Yunge, Rt. Hon Sir G, K.B. 

Pensions by Patent* 

D ite of Patent. 

8 Sept, l 706, Amslic, Sir Robert — 

11 Mai. 1793, Douglas, Rt{«nn. Sylvester, 


Pension 
per Aim 
£*> s 
~ aco c 

- 600 c 

- 1290 c 

- £000 C 
770 c 


II June 1793? Hamilton, Sjr Ch. - 
10 Dee. ditto, Knox, William 
z Apr, 1S0Q1 Minto- Gilbert Bpron 
14 Mar. ditto, Skinner, Sir John — — 

TO Jan, I$04, Shee, Sir George — 

19 Sept. 17S8, Wataon, Biookc, in trust for 

his wife — *~"557 

29 Jaa, 17^1, WiUi% John, M.D. — 7*7 

Ditto Vi rUis, Rev, Fianus * — ioqo 

Pensions to late Foreign Ministers, 

Date of 
, Sign ManuaL 

8 Dec. 1774, Sjr R. Woodford, Envoy Ex- 

y * graohdinary at Copenhagen 

2 Feb. 1776, W. Money, for scivkes per- 
foimed in foreign parts —* 

26 Dec. 1775, J. Osborn, late Envoy Extra¬ 
ordinary to Dresden —* 

40 Nov. 1776, Sir Rt. Gunning-, late ditto and 

Plenip. to Petersbuigh 1000 

9 July 1779 , Horace Jf. Paul, late Envoy 
Extuffoidi 


Soo c 


100 < 


800 1 


600 < 


Co 

400 

200 


1200 

200 

250 

500 

IOOO 


1000 o 


du\mg the\life of hmuclf 
and F. S. S » * 4 > nniiolM < 


^.^.JTdirury n* Stockholm 
24 Dec. I78r, Tc^h Fry,Charge desAtfanew 
, •^at Brine-els — — 

27 ALigTl 784, J. Mitli^uet, Ch. des Affaires 
at Dierden — -~ 

'24 Nov. 1785, G. Cooke, Consul General at 
Tripoli — — 

27 Jan. J786, N. Davison, do. a? Algiers 

16 Feb. 1787, L. Dutcirs, Ch. des Affaires at 

Tuvin — — — 

15 July 1788, Sir J. Stepney, Envoy Extra- 

Ot<j!ina,ry at Berlin t ^ 

17 May 1793, W- Tgrrmgtorf, Munster Ple- r 

nipottntidiy at JJitinsels "■— 

26 June ditto, C.‘Keene, Ch/ deS Affaiies at 
Stockholm — 

30 May 1 "94, Cln. U*if, Consul General ar 

Algols — ~~~ 

8*Txn. 1797, Ld. Malmesbury,‘late AmlM. 

J ’ Extr. to the* States Gen, of 

'xhc Hnired province^.* w 

6 June ditto, T. Walpole, lateFnvoy Extr. 

tirlhe Sector PWannc * — 

7 Feb. * 793 . Maj. Gen. Gardjoer, late Mir 

7 /S , Nter Flen. to the Court of 

Warsaw * — — 

3 Apr. 1799 - C. H. Fraser, late Resident 
- wUttthVHans Towns ♦ 

2 3 Dec. ditto, J. Coleman, K^. late C> 

Affaires af Hamburgh * — 

9 May iSoo, Rt. Hon* }. T«vor, b|*^W 
J Extr. an<t Mm. Plcnjp, ac 

the Court of Turin 0 

ao fan. k8ox, Ld. Hintley, Ute Envoy pxtr. 

J , and Minister Plenip- to the 
CWt of Vienna w — 

23 May 1799, Ld. Macartney, Uto Ambas^ 
Extr. and Mm. Plenip. to 
the Court of Petmburgh, 

* and Empd'or of China * — 2213 

I4 Mar. 1 801, Hon. Rt. Walpole, !«* Envoy 

Nutr. *nd Mirt. rkmip* at 

Ubon * —* “ 2000 

itil otherwise ptovided for 


25 ° 

24 * 

3 bo 

300 

800 

1684 

250 

460 

2300 

Soo 

600 

900 

120 

1200 

2000 



1 % * Tn f Ant mAili til otherwise piovuled for 4 
determined by war., - 



w 


PAUL, ACCOUNTS.—GktXT BjUtajn,— Pensions.—Civil List, 


Name*. 


D*re of 
Sy;A M.ioual* 

12.Mat. 1801, D. Hailes, late Envoy Extr, to 
the Court of Stockholm * 

1$ Dg£ ^8oa, J. L DoerfHd, late Ch»rg£' 
* <f Atiaurcs atseveral Courts * 

14 Jan. 1804, J. Talbof, Seerr. of Embassy to 
the Fp. Republic^ — 


Pension 
per Artft- 
£. *. 

8 co 0 


* 5 <> 

4 oo 


Pensions payable ou* eft be Duties qft'MjKr Cent* 

'in Barbadoes arid the Lt&warJ Islands, 

DJle^fFxtrnt * * 

15 NevV. %~biy Earl of Chjtbatnr — 3000 o 

l<;Ju»y ,\ T _., / Wm. Earinf Kjftn&ttl 1 
14 Ch It J ,7 \ ind his Wi —‘ f. J<5<: ' 0 , ° 

4 July * 1776? Sir H. Stritfcey, Rar&net ' 587 e 

* To continue tmtil otherwise pravfded For in Bis 
Majesty's sttvi^e, qr until determined b^ warrant from 
Hi* Majesty. , - . ■ 

‘ HECAPlTUtATIOWT... t , , if. 

Amount nf pensiotn fonriefly paid by l^e Paymaster of Perwi^sf — — 15506 

Pirto ditto ar rhe Treasuryf/ V* — *— - 1 — ^4 r 7 

Ditto ditto to the anti of the Queen Caroling a «4 fate FlipceM of Wales f 5125 
Pm$ dtro by Sign Manual *—< . ’■ .--.*** -44544 

pitto ditto by Patent • —* - **— ' — * — — 4 8^44 


■Names. 


Date of 

Sign Manual. v 

i% June 1764, Henry Jllis, t'q. —* —• 

7 Nov. 17$-% H n Mi >. JM-memn. w.dov, 

' 9 Juty 17 Mary Maitm, < pmerT —? 
Ditto S*ii*h Martin, ipinimr — 

■ Ditto ‘Abie Marti’i, rpintter — 

VoSept. iy^tj Ficdeswtfd Savpry, v,’>d'*w — 

Ditto Chat lo.ns T^dd — —- 

Ditto ** Frtvicei Tucker —• — 

6 Jan 1707* James Craulurd, F.sq. — 
1 Feb. difllb, Henry Ch,S< iwyn, Esq. — 

ty July i7<>9* J'dm h irl of Punmote — 

16 Dec. dtrto. Sir Hume Ki^i P<»pham —- 
jo Apr. ^£>ox, Sir Abraham Hume, B irt and 
» others, *n runt for Henry 
Master — 

R ich.mJ Thi inrrt: Mister —* 

St. VintLilt Ttederick Master 
Jsab. Frances Master, wi Jow 


Ditto 


J. 

4 

o 

$ 

4 


Tptal amoqht of having inference totfce 6 th clip* ofCivii-hst P.tymentSy - directed by- 

act ?a Goa IJ I* tap. 8 1 ^ — A’ — Jr -*• - — —- 

«A«V>dnt of Penjioos t* late Fnragn Miftruers-. tf ( rJ — 

Djrto out of tbt daw of 4J/. per cept. — ^ — r ( / — — 


(Ivl 

Fetv’nn 
per Ann. 

£ 1. 


ICO 

5 ° 

40 

.V 
3 o 

815 

r ,_ 

600 
5c o 


TOO O 
IQn o 

101 ' o 
zoo 0 


£* 

% 822^7 
21*?5 
Sc^z 


Jr J. 

18 4 
o o 
o o 


111914 18 4 


Hon.—‘Tbe pettilops grppred by authority of Parliamenti and charged upon the Con-ohdated Fund, arc not in¬ 
cluded 10 thix &CCOHCO—-It i* very probable rMt &everai of the persons whose names appear on these Ijn* are drad, hut 
tha^ can only be attosrtJdued as “Xht ttftifitaic* arc ddivured by their represennrrvcs at the px- 

chequer. 

-f, Tbeae peusiaJM were transferred t« tiw B»«htq^nr by the act of the rxdof H»> present Mijcsty, r*p. 8j. 


Abfltnct of the Estimate of tbf future annual Charge on Hi$ Majesty's Civil List 

RETkNU^s^Dattd ^th July 1804- 


Chste% 

jst. * w Royal Family . ^ 

i* * Jvfo* * 

» » Foreign Miftistsen. *. 

4 th. ^ • ®1U Y T * 

51b. - - Sahtfes * •* 

6th. - - Pennlonu and'Componjc ions 

yth. *> 4 ». Salaries » 

Sth. 9 '* * Tre*wary - 

OctfcicmaJ payments i m ,* 


£ j. £ 

221500 o a 

32955 o o 
111330 o o 
172505 19 4 

98542 o 5 
j 3115 z i r i 4 

55398 A I 

13821 n a 
T 3 V 737 7 


£979043 *° 9 


O' 0 











































